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PREFACE. 


T11E  almost  phenomenal  rise  of  Oklahoma,  whose  territorial  history  covers  but  little  more 
than  a decade,  arouses  the  admiration  and  wonder  of  the  entire  civilized  world.  A careful 
study  of  the  progress  made  leads  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  that  everything  is  due  to  the 
exceptional  enterprise  of  the  citizens.  The  north  and  south  and  east  and  west  have  contributed  hosts 
of  their  representative  sons  to  this  future  state,  and  the  widely  differing  characteristics  of  the  citizens 
of  these  several  sections  of  the  Union,  here  combined  and  mingled,  have  resulted  in  bringing  Okla- 
homa into  prominence  and  prosperity.  Not  only  have  they  developed  the  commercial  possibilities 
and  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  territory,  but  they  have  also  maintained  a commendable  inter- 
est in  public  affairs,  and  have  given  able  statesmen  to  this  commonwealth.  In  the  lives  of  the 
citizens,  indeed,  is  the  history  of  a locality  best  narrated;  and  those  who  read  the  following  pages 
will  become  acquainted  with  men  and  movements  inseparably  associated  with  the  history  of  Okla- 
homa. i 

In  the  compilation  of  this  work,  and  in  the  securing  of  necessary  data,  a number  of  writers 
have  been  engaged  for  many  months.  They  have  visited  leading  citizens  and  have  used  everv 
endeavor  to  produce  a work  accurate  and  trustworthy  in  even  the  smallest  details.  Owing  to  the 
great  care  exercised  in  the  preparation  of  biographies,  the  publishers  believe  that  they  are  giving 
to  their  readers  a volume  containing  few  errors  of  consequence.  The  biographies  of  some  represen- 
tative citizens  will  be  missed  from  this  work;  this  in  some  instances  was  caused  by  their  absence 
from  home  when  our  writers  called,  and  in  other  instances  was  caused  by  a failure  on  the  part  of 
the  men  themselves  to  understand  the  scope  of  the  work.  The  publishers,  however,  have  done 
everything  within  their  power  to  make  the  volume  a representative  work. 

The  value  of  the  data  herein  presented  will  grow  with  the  passing  years.  Posterity  will  pre- 
serve the  work  with  care,  from  the  fact  that  it  perpetuates  biographical  history  which  otherwise 
would  be  wholly  lost.  In  those  now  far-distant  days  will  be  realized,  to"a  greater  degree  than  at  the 
present  time,  the  truth  of  Macaulay’s  statement  that  “The  history  of  a country  is  best  told  in  a rec- 
ord of  the  lives  of  its  people.” 

CHAPMAN  PUBLISHING  CO., 

Chicago. 


March,  1901. 


! so:  ' " ; 


' 


MAJOR  GORDON  W.  LILLIE 


PAW  NEE  BILL' 

VI  E.  RS 


THE  LAST  LIVING  LEADER  OF  THE  ORlGiNA.  OKLAHOMA  9 O O <S 


1 


THE  OPENING  OF  OKLAHOMA. 


IN  ITS  history  Oklahoma  is  unique.  No  other 
territory,  springing  into  existence  at  high 
noon,  has  boasted  by  twilight  a population  of 
fifty  thousand.  No  other  territory  has  brought 
to  its  citizens  greater  returns  for  their  outlay 
of  time  and  labor.  Nor  has  any  other  territory, 
after  twelve  years  of  existence,  faced  the  future 
with  prouder  prospects  than  Oklahoma,  the 
“Beautiful  Land.” 

Two  causes  have  contributed  to  this  result, 
viz.:  the  fertile  soil,  which  responds  readily  to 
care  and  cultivation;  and  the  high  character  of 
the  people  who  have  established  homes  in  the 
territory. 

By  the  proclamation  of  President  Harrison, 
Oklahoma,  which  had  previously  been  given  up 
to  the  Indians,  and  formed  part  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  was  opened  to  settlement  April  22, 
1889.  The  real  history  of  Oklahoma  may  be 
said  to  have  begun  on  that  day. 

When  congress,  by  act  of  March  2,  1889, 
opened  Oklahoma,  home-seekers  at  once  began 
to  congregate  along  the  south  line  of  Kansas, 
awaiting  the  decisive  day.  On  April  21,  at  Ar- 
kansas City,  about  ten  thousand  were  preparing 
for  the  next  day’s  run.  Until  the  last  of  the 
fifteen  trains  left  for  the  south  at  eleven  a.  m., 
April  22,  all  was  turmoil,  confusion  and  excite- 
ment in  that  town.  The  trains  stopped  at  the 
line  until  the  signal  was  given  to  enter.  Men 
with  fleet  horses,  men  in  wagons  and  in  buggies 
awaited  the  same  signal.  When  twelve  o’clock 
came  the  signal  officer,  riding  to  a high  point, 
where  he  could  be  seen  for  miles  each  way,  with 
one  hand  raised  a bugle  to  his  lips  and  gave 
the  signal,  while  with  the  other  hand  he  waved  a 
flag.  This  was  the  signal  for  the  most  memora- 
ble race  for  homes  ever  undertaken  in  the  world. 

At  the  same  moment  thousands  entered  the 
territory  from  the  south,  crossing  the  South 
Canadian  at  Purcell,  and  selecting  claims  in  the 
lower  portion  of  Oklahoma.  The  scenes  at  this 
point  were  little  less  exciting  than  those  on  the 
Kansas  border. 

The  manner  of  opening  Oklahoma  has  formed 
a subject  of  much  unfavorable  comment.  There 
are  many  who  believe  that  a different  plan  should 
be  adopted  when  the  few  remaining  territorial 
lands  are  thrown  open  to  settlement.  Undoubt- 
edly, were  all  men  honest,  this  would  have  been 
an  ideal  method.  But  many,  after  weeks  of 
weary  waiting,  and  after  a strict  compliance 


with  the  very  letter  of  the  law,  found,  on  secur- 
ing claims,  that  their  rights  to  possession  were 
disputed  by  a “sooner.”  Numberless  disputes 
arose.  Many  contests  dragged  for  months  and 
even  years  in  the  courts.  At  one  time  over  two 
thousand  cases  were  pending  in  the  eastern  land 
districts  alone.  Agricultural  improvements  were 
thus  delayed  and  civic  progress  retarded.  How- 
ever, in  a majority  of  instances  the  right  finally 
triumphed. 

IOWA  RESERVATION. 

September  22,  1891,  saw  the  opening  of  this 
reservation,  which,  exclusive  of  allotments,  com- 
prised 207,164  acres;  value,  $843,501. 

SAC  AND  FOX  RESERVATION. 

On  the  same  September  day  that  the  Iowa 
Reservation  was  thrown  open,  the  Sac  and  Fox 
lands,  comprising  366,020  acres,  exclusive  of 
allotments,  were  given  over  to  settlement;  price. 
$581,000.  Like  the  Iowa  country  adjoining  it 
on  the  west,  it  is  supplied  with  good  water,  hav- 
ing the  Deep  Fork  of  the  North  Canadian  and 
its  various  tributaries  within  its  borders. 

KICKAPOO  RESERVATION. 

Opened  to  settlement  in  1S91,  this  reserva- 
tion contained  183,457  acres,  besides  allotments; 
price,  $64,000. 

POTTAWATOMIE  AND  SHAWNEE  RES- 
ERVATION. 

In  1892  white  settlers  were  admitted  to  the 
Pottawatomie  and  Absentee-Shawnee  reserva- 
tion, which  contained  266,241  acres,  besides  al- 
lotments; price,  $225,000. 

CHEYENNE  AND  ARAPAHOE  LANDS. 

During  the  same  year,  1892,  on  April  19, 
3,500,562  acres,  constituting  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapahoe  lands,  exclusive  of  allotments,  were 
opened  for  settlement;  price,  $1,500,000. 

THE  CHEROKEE  OUTLET. 

The  region  known  as  the  Cherokee  strip  or 
outlet,  sixty  miles  wide  and  two  hundred  and 
twentv  miles  long,  with  9.400  square  miles,  was 
opened  to  settlers  at  noon,  September  16,  1893. 
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It  contains  seven  counties.  Pawnee,  Noble,  Kay, 
Grant,  Garfield,  Woods  and  Woodward.  The 
population  is  largely  American,  and  Kansas  was 
possibly  more  numerously  represented  than  any 
other  state  among  the  original  claimants,  al- 
though Texans,  Missourians,  Buckeyes,  Hawk- 
eyes,  Suckers  and  Corncrackers  were  also  to  be 
found  in  abundance.  In  the  strip  may  be  grown 
as  fine  cotton  as  any  region  produces;  barley, 
which  is  a sure  crop  and  yields  heavily;  Kaffir 
corn,  which  furnishes  as  much  grain  per  acre 
as  Indian  corn,  and  is  especially  valued  for  its 
fodder;  castor  beans,  sorghum,  alfalfa,  etc. 
Peach  trees  are  very  productive,  and  the  fruit 
is  not  only  fine  in  flavor,  but  large  in  size. 
Other  varieties  of  fruits  also  flourish.  When 
the  comparatively  recent  settlement  of  this  por- 
tion of  Oklahoma  is  considered,  its  present  state 
of  development  is  remarkable,  and  presents  an 
object  lesson  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
men  of  energy  amid  favorable  surroundings. 

A DECADE  OF  PROGRESS. 

According  to  the  latest  statistics  of  the  gen- 
eral land  office,  Oklahoma  has  an  area  in  square 
miles  of  38,958,  being  thus  somewhat  larger 
than  the  Indian  Territory,  with  its  31,154  square 
miles.  A comparison  with  eastern  states  shows 
that  its  area  equals  the  combined  si2e  of  Ver- 
mont, New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  New  Jersey  and  Delaware. 

The  census  of  1900  shows  a population  of 
398,245,  and  in  addition  there  are  5.927  Indians 
not  taxed.  However,  this  remarkable  increase 
of  population  from  practically  nothing  to  about 
four  hundred  thousand,  in  one  decade,  does 
not  represent  the  limit  of  growth.  The  progress 
has  been  more  than  merely  a growth  in  num- 
bers. The  taxable  value  of  the  land  is  now  nearly 
$100,000,000.  Within  a period  of  two  years  four 
great  grain  and  cotton  crops  have  rewarded  the 
efforts  of  farmers,  and  it  is  said  that  during  this 
time  the  deposits  in  the  territorial  banks  have 
increased  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent. 

An  indication  of  the  religious  spirit  of  the 
people  is  shown  by  the  erection  of  eight  hun- 
dred church  buildings.  An  indication  of  their 
desire  to  keep  pace  with  the  world  of  thought 
and  action  is  shown  by  the  establishment  of 
nearly  two  hundred  newspapers.  In  other  ways 
they  have  proved  themselves  to  be  a people  of 
progress,  possessing  a desire  for  a broader  cul- 
ture and  the  constant  acquirement  of  knowl- 
edge. 

ADMISSION  AS  A STATE. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  everywhere  recog- 
nized that  the  admission  of  Oklahoma  into  our 
galaxy  of  states  is  a question  of  the  very  near 


future.  The  territory  is  ripe  for  statehood.  The 
people  are  worthy  of  citizenship  in  the  greatest 
republic  of  the  world. 

Two  propositions  have  been  presented  regard- 
ing its  admission,  viz.:  first,  to  admit  the  terri- 
tory in  its  present  form;  second,  to  unite  Okla- 
homa and  Indian  Territory  into  one  state,  which 
would  then  be  one  of  the  greatest  states  in  our 
Union. 

From  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  we  quote 
an  opinion  expressed  by  Governor  Barnes  of 
Oklahoma,  as  follows: 

“With  the  Indian  Territory  and  Oklahoma 
combined  in  one  state  we  would  have  resources 
equal  to  any  of  the  great  states  surrounding  us. 
With  the  vast  coal  fields,  mountains  of  zinc  and 
lead,  great  forests  of  pine,  walnut  and  other  val- 
uable timber,  and  the  oil  and  gas  of  the  Indian 
Territory  added  to  the  magnificent  agricultural 
and  grazing  country  of  Oklahoma,  a state  could 
be  created  capable  of  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  a state  organization  without  becom- 
ing a burden  upon  the  people.  We  recognize 
the  fact  that  the  lands  of  the  Indian  Territory 
will  not  be  subject  to  taxation  for  years  to  come. 
In  that  respect,  for  a time,  the  expense  would  be 
more  severe  upon  Oklahoma  than  the  Indian 
Territory.  Still,  the  latter  territory  has  large 
properties,  valuable  town-site  properties  and 
great  railroad  properties." 

For  some  time  the  people  of  Oklahoma 
concentrated  their  attention  upon  securing  the 
passage  of  the  free-homes  bill.  When  it  became 
a law,  in  1900,  thereby  remitting  cash  payments 
of  over  $15,000,000  upon  land,  the  citizens 
turned  their  thoughts  toward  statehood,  and 
are  now  united  in  a desire  to  secure  from  con- 
gress the  passage  of  an  enabling  act  for  the 
territory.  The  delegate  to  congress.  Lion.  Den- 
nis T.  Flynn,  to  whom  is  due  much  of  the  credit 
for  the  passage  of  the  free-homes  bill,  is  now 
equally  energetic  in  his  efforts  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  enabling  act,  a work  in  which  he 
has  the  co-operation  of  many  of  the  foremost 
men  of  Oklahoma. 

LOCATION. 

In  many  respects  Oklahoma  affords  an  ideal 
location  for  a home.  The  country  is  slightly 
rolling  and  is  irrigated  by  several  rivers  and 
creeks,  flowing  usually  toward  the  southeast. 
The  eastern  part  of  the  territory  contains  large 
tracts  of  valuable  timber.  Fifteen  hundred  feet 
represents  the  average  elevation  above  the  sea. 
By  manv  it  was  at  one  time  supposed  that  Okla- 
homa was  too  far  north  for  cotton-growing,  but 
the  experiment  was  made  successfully,  and  now 
cotton  is  raised  not  onlv  in  counties  as  far  south 
as  Pottawatomie,  but  in  others  as  far  north  as 


■ 

' . 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Kingfisher;  this  being  the  most  northerly  terri- 
tory or  state  in  which  the  cotton  plantations 
flourish.  Though  the  raising  of  cotton  is  still 
a comparatively  new  industry,  it  brings  over 

85.000. 000  a year  to  the  people  of  Oklahoma. 
'1  lie  high  grade  of  the  product  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  Oklahoma  cotton  took  the  first  prize 
at  the  World's  Fair  in  1893. 

At  the  time  of  the  President’s  proclamation, 
in  1889,  less  than  3,000,000  acres  were  opened 
to  settlement.  When  the  territorial  govern- 
ment was  created,  a year  later,  No  Man’s  Land 
was  added  to  Oklahoma,  the  area  of  which  was 
thereby  doubled.  An  equal  increase  was  made 
in  1890,  when  several  Indian  reservations  were 
opened  to  white  settlers.  The  Cherokee  outlet 
was  opened  in  1893,  thus  giving  the  territory 

6.000. 000  additional  fertile  acres.  Later  the 
area  was  increased  by  the  opening  of  other  In- 
dian reservations,  until  there  are  now  19,000,000 
acres  open,  besides  7,000,000  of  Indian  reserva- 
tions within  the  territory. 

ORIGIN  OF  NAME. 

It  is  a matter  of  common  belief  that  the  word 
Oklahoma  means  “beautiful  land.’’  On  this 
point,  however,  there  is  a difference  of  opinion. 
Linder  date  of  February  13,  1901,  Hon.  A.  C. 
Scott,  of  Stillwater,  in  a letter  to  the  territorial 
secretary,  Plon.  William  M.  Jenkins,  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  derivation  and  meaning 
of  the  word: 

“I  have  long  ago  adopted  the  interpretation  of 
the  word  Oklahoma  given  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Murrow, 
of  Indian  Territory,  for  many  years  a missionary 
among  the  Choctaws.  I know  Mr.  Murrow  very 
well,  and  know  him  not  only  for  a very  thorough 
scholar,  but  for  a very  reliable  man.  Fie  says 
that  the  word  means  literally  ‘red  people.’  lie 
gives  this  as  the  history  of  it: 

“ ‘At  the  close  of  the  war  of  1866  all  the  five 
civilized  tribes  were  invited  by  the  United  States 
government  to  send  delegates  to  Washington  for 
the  purpose  of  renewing  the  treatv  which  had 
been  broken  during;  the  war.  One  of  the  dele- 
gates was  the  Rev.  Allan  Wright,  a well-educated 
full-blood  Choctaw,  and  governor  of  the  Choc- 
taw Nation.  The  treaty  provided  for  a territorial 
government  some  time  in  the  future,  and  when 
a name  was  asked  for,  Mr.  Wright  suggested  the 
name  of  Oklahoma,  which  means  “red  people,” 
or  frequently  interpreted  “red  peoples’  land” — 
Okla  (people)  and  homa  (red).  ' The  name  was 
accepted  and  became  historical.  It  is,  as  you 
will  see,  of  the  Choctaw  origin.’” 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  Union  which  boasts 
a higher  grade  of  citizens  than  does  Oklahoma. 
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Americans  predominate,  although  there  are  a 
goodly  number  of  foreigners,  whose  citizenship 
brings  to  the  territory  Scotch  thrift  or  Ger- 
man perseverance,  Irish  adaptability  or  English 
determination.  In  a comparison  of  Oklahoma 
with  other  territories,  we  quote  the  following 
views  expressed  by  Plon.  Dennis  T.  Flynn  con- 
cerning the  population: 

“Arizona  has  one  convict  to  each  425  of  pop- 
ulation; Oklahoma  has  one  to  each  2,1515 — and 
Arizona  is  regarded  as  law-abiding.  The  bonded 
debt  in  Arizona  is  $1 1 per  capita,  in  New  Mexico 
$4  per  capita,  and  in  Oklahoma  only  seventy-five 
cents. per  capita.  If  theirs  are  not  burdensome 
to  them,  consider  what  a bagatelle  is  our  own 
load.  We  have  more  people  than  Utah,  Arizona 
and  New  Mexico  combined.  We  have  300,000 
more  people  to-day  than  any  territory  ever  had 
when  admitted  to  the  Union.  We  have  30.000 
more  school  children  than  the  entire  population 
of  Arizona.  Do  you  wonder  that  we  are  ripe 
for  statehood?  Is  it  not  strange  that  we  are  not 
already  admitted?  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  knew  and  appreciated  all  this,  it  would 
not  be  long  before  another  star  would  appear  on 
the  flag.  We  get  along  pretty  well  as  it  is;  good 
laws  and  well  executed — but  outsiders  seem  to 
think  that  as  wards  of  the  government  we  are 
not  quite  able  to  walk  alone,  and  they  don't 
wholly  trust  our  financial  ability.  Should  we 
get  statehood  with  the  Indian  Territorv,  and 
come  in  together,  the  new  state  would  be  a 
mighty  force  ;‘n  western  affairs.  Only  eleven 
states  would  be  as  large.  By  herself  Oklahoma 
has  one-half  more  voters  than  Nevada  has  peo- 
ple. There  are  five  states  with  not  half  our 
population,  and  six  only  two-thirds  as  much. 
There  are  more  illiterates  in  Massachusetts  than 
in  Oklahoma,  two  to  one,  and  that  count  takes  in 
Boston.  Seven  of  the  original  thirteen  states 
were  smaller  than  Oklahoma,  and  none  had  so 
much  good  soil.” 

EDUCATIONAL  ADVANTAGES. 

The  long-settled  regions  of  the  United  States 
cannot  boast  of  educational  opportunities 
greater  than  those  which  Oklahoma  offers  her 
sons  and  daughters.  Not  only  are  the  grammar 
and  high  schools  of  superior  excellence,  boast- 
ing the  most  thorough  teachers,  substantial 
buildings  and  adequate  facilities,  but  the  ad- 
vanced institutions  of  learning'  are  numerous 
and  well  equipped.  The  territorial  uuiversitv 
at  Norman,  under  the  able  supervision  of  Presi- 
dent Boyd;  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  at  Stillwater,  with  President  Scott  at 
its  head;  the  Normal  School  at  Edmond;  King- 
fisher College;  the  recently  established  Baptist 
College  at  Blackwell;  Langston  Uuiversitv, 
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and  other  institutions,  each  in  its  own  particular 
realm  of  activity  and  usefulness,  are  doing  much 
for  the  advancement  of  Oklahoma  through  the 
higher  intellectual  training  of  the  young  men 
and  women  of  the  territory. 

Oklahoma  is  pardonably  proud  of  her  public 
schools,  which  are  mainly  supported  by  the  rev- 
enues from  10,800  sections  of  school  lands. 
Eventually  this  fund  will  provide  a handsome 
income.  The  rentals  now  yield  $200,000  annu- 
ally from  the  8,500  leased  sections. 

Each  town  of  any  considerable  size  has  excel- 
lent graded  schools,  and  the  cities  have  a com- 
plete system  of  graded  and  high  schools.  These 
supplement  the  valuable  foundation  work  of 
the  district  institutions. 

In  189S  there  were  1,879  organized  school  dis- 
tricts, four-fifths  of  them  having  substantial 
buildings  of  frame  and  stone  valued  at  $454,- 
574.  Many  of  the  city  structures  (not  included 
in  the  amount  last  named)  cost  $10,000  to 
$20,000. 

The  term  of  school  in  the  country  averages 
six  months,  and  in  the  city  eight.  In  1897  there 
were  90,585  children  of  school  age,  which  num- 
ber has  since  been  greatly  increased.  To  edu- 
cate them  costs  an  even  $1,000  a day,  of  which 
amount  $1.34  per  capita  is  annually  contributed 
from  leased  school  lands. 

The  government  Indian  schools  at  Chillocco, 
Pawhuska,  Darlington,  White  Eagle,  Sac  and 
Fox,  Shawneetown,  Seger  and  Anadarko  are  an 
interesting  feature. 

THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  CLUB. 

In  coming  to  Oklahoma  one  finds  the  same 
culture  and  refinement  that  characterize  the 
east.  The  Chautauqua  circle  and  literary  society 
flourish  in  Oklahoma  the  same  as  in  New  York. 
Lecture  courses,  reading  circles,  concerts  and 
theatrical  entertainments  are  sufficiently  numer- 
ous and  attractive  to  make  the  stranger  feel  at- 
home.  The  New  Englander  may  find  an  ortho- 
dox church  in  which  to  worship,  and  those  fond 
of  social  pleasures  or  literary  advantages  will 
not  be  deprived  of  them  on  settling  in  Okla- 
homa. Magazines  are  subscribed  for  and  read; 
many  homes  and  towns  have  libraries. 

Oklahoma  is  good  and  manly  in  a sincere 
fashion.  All  the  leading  denominations  are  rep- 
resented, and  their  services  are  well  attended. 
Statistics  gathered  in  1899  show  that  the  Chris- 
tian Church  had  then  a membership  of  6,000, 
the  Presbyterian  1,500,  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
500,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  5,000,  the  Friends 
1,100,  the  Congregational  2,500,  the  Roman 
Catholic  it, 000. the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  3,300,  and  the  Baptist  9,000.  The  Sunday 


schools  had  40,000  pupils,  and  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 
a membership  of  5,600. 

The  prominent  secret  orders  number  from 
500  to  2,500  members  each,  and  arc  all  flourish- 
ing. 

PRODUCTS  OF  THE  SOIL. 

Statistics  are  not  obtainable  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  corn  crop,  because  the  bulk  of  it  is  fed 
to  hogs  and  cattle  instead  of  being  shipped.  The 
total,  however,  is  very  large. 

In  the  county  of  Kay  alone  the  1S97  corn 
crop  reached  2,000,000  bushels,  of  which  several 
thousand  acres  averaged  twenty-five  bushels  per 
acre.  On  the  bottom-lands  many  fields  pro- 
duced sixty  to  seventy-five  bushels  per  acre, 
and  on  the  uplands  forty  bushels,  while  eighty 
and  ninety  bushels  to  the  acre  on  specially  rich 
(ground  were  not  uncommon  yields. 

In  Noble  county,  for  example,  one  farmer 
raised  seventy-five  bushels  to  the  acre  on  his 
100-acre  tract,  and  the  year  before  forty  acres 
exceeded  that  average. 

On  the  Black  Bear  bottom  were  produced,  in 
1895,  the  best  twelve  ears  of  corn  grown  in 
Oklahoma  in  competition  for  the  prize  offered 
by  an  Eastern  machinery  firm.  That  same 
ground  has  since  produced  seventy  bushels  per 
acre.  Corn  is  not  king  in  Oklahoma  as  in  Kan- 
sas, but  is  one  of  the  leading  products.  The 
corn  acreage  increases  each  season,  and,  strange 
to  say,  the  greatest  increase  is  in  the  western  and 
southwestern  counties,  where,  since  their  settle- 
ment, the  rainfall  has  exceeded  expectations. 

In  the  western  section  Kaffir  corn  has  been 
widely  planted  for  fodder  and  other  uses.  It 
grows  abundantly  in  driest  of  seasons,  produces 
fifty  and  eig'hty-five  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  is 
the  best  of  food  for  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs 
and  poultry.  It  belongs  to  the  cane  family,  and 
is  nOn-saccharine,  the  seed  growing  on  top  of 
the  stalk.  It  makes  a superior  meal,  and  when 
ground  into  flour  makes  a sweet  and  palatable 
bread  of  fine  color. 

Kaffir  corn  is  planted  a little  later  than  the 
Indian  corn,  andfis  similarly  cultivated.  It  may 
be  cut  and  put  into  shocks  when  matured,  or 
the  heads  cut  off  and  threshed.  Pound  per 
pound  it  would  equal  the  ordinary  corn  as  stock- 
feed,  and  the  stalks,  with  their  later  heads  as 
fodder,  excel  sorghum,  hay  or  oats. 

In  3 S96  Oklahoma  marketed  150.000  bushels 
of  castor  beans;  the  1807  crop  was  500,000,  and 
that  for  1S98  is  estimated  at  600,000.  Perry  is 
the  leading  castor-bean  market.  The  vield  is 
ten  to  fourteen  bushels  per  acre.  Castor  beans 
are  easily  cultivated  and  bring  Si. 00  per  bushel, 
being  a profitable  product  at  that  price. 
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Oats  arc  successfully  grown,  the  general  av- 
erage for  the  territory  being  forty-five  bushels 
per  acre  and  the  quality  excellent.  Many  yields 
as  high  as  seventy-five  to  eighty-five  bushels 
per  acre  have  been  reported. 

Broom  corn  is  also  grown  in  certain  locali- 
ties. One  year  forty-two  carloads  of  this  prod- 
uct were  shipped  from  one  station  on  the  Santa 
Ee.  Broom  corn  thrives  in  Oklahoma  and 
brings  a good  price. 

Alfalfa,  clover,  millet  and  timothy  abundantly 
repay  careful  cultivation.  Thousands  of  tons  of 
prairie  hay  are  marketed  abroad,  the  grass  being 
so  rich  that  raw  prairie  land  when  only  cut  for 
hay  nets  a good  revenue.  Flax  and  barley  are 
produced  to  a limited  extent. 

Early  potatoes  are  shipped  to  northern  points, 
and  the  sweet  potato  of  Oklahoma  is  a favorite 
wherever  introduced,  coming  into  market  early 
and  having  an  exquisite  flavor. 

Truck  farming  pays  well  in  the  territory.  It 
has  been  especially  lucrative  in  the  western  part, 
owing  to  seasonable  rains. 

The  despised  peanut  promises  to  become  one 
of  the  most  lucrative  products  of  Oklahoma. 
Peanuts  here  are  said  to  excel  those  of  Virginia, 
and  Virginia  leads  the  world.  The  yield  in  189S 
was  from  forty  to  one  hundred  bushels,  with  an 
average  of  fifty  bushels.  Peanuts  bring  from 
seventy-five  cents  to  $1  wholesale,  and  the  stalk 
equals  clover  hay  for  feeding  purposes.  The 
peanut  stands  dry  weather  as  well  as  Kaffir  corn 
and  thrives  the  best  on  red,  sandy,  light  upland 
soil.  It  is  more  easily  cultivated  than  cotton. 

Wheat  is  the  leading'  crop  of  Oklahoma,  in 
acreage.  The  raising  of  this  cereal  is  no  longer 
an  experiment.  It  is  mostly  grown  on  small 
farms,  though  there  are  many  large  fields,  rang- 
ing from  1 ,000  to  4,000  acres. 

The  1S9S  wheat  crop  in  Oklahoma  was  con- 
servatively estimated  at  30.000,000  bushels.  To 
transport  such  a crop  would  require  more  than 
56,000  average  size  freight  cars,  equal  to  2,250 
trains  of  twenty-five  cars  each,  which,  if  put  in 
line,  would  extend  from  Chicago  nearly  to  Kan- 
sas City. 

In  Oklahoma  it  has  been  proved  that  cotton 
is  the  poor  man’s  crop,  although  it  is  not  a poor 
crop.  Ten  years  ago  we  did  not  know  that 
cotton  could  be  succcssfullv  grown  in  large 
quantities.  To-day  ranks  first  as  the  ready 
money-maker  of  the  territory.  We  are  shipping 
trainloads  of  cotton  to  Liverpool  and  large  con- 
signments to  Japan.  Oklahoma  cotton  received 
the  silver  mcclal  at  the  Omaha  exposition. 

“Oklahoma  is  admirably  adapted  to  fruit  cul- 
ture. Horticulturists  who  have  planted  wiselv 
have  reaped  abundantly,”  is  the  verdict  of  C.  A. 
McNabb,  who  gained  a thorough  knowledge  of 
the  possibilities  of  Oklahoma  in  this  respect 


while  he  was  serving  as  president  of  the  Terri- 
torial Horticultural  Society. 

“That  portion  of  the  territory  lying  east  of 
the  Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Ee  Railway  chal- 
lenges the  world  in  apple-growing;  the  central 
section  rivals  California  for  profitable  grape  cul- 
ture; and  peaches  are  produced  in  all  sections 
that  surpass  in  quality  and  quantity  those  of  any 
other  district  of  equal  area  in  the  United  States. 
At  market  prices,  Oklahoma’s  fruit  crop  would 
provide  food  for  every  family  in  the  territory. 
While  small  fruits  of  all  kinds  return  handsome 
profits  to  the  grower,  when  properly  handled, 
the  ‘leader’  is  the  grape,  which  seems  to  have 
found  its  natural  habitat  here.  Three  hundred 
varieties  are  grown  at  the  Stillwater  experiment 
farm.  The  vines  survived  the  cold  winter  of 
189S-99  without  any  material  injury. 

“The  rich,  rolling  prairie  lands  and  creek 
slopes,  with  their  porous,  sandy  soil,  furnish 
ample  drainage,  while  the  altitude  and  the  sum- 
mer breezes  overcome  any  tendencies  to-  rot  or 
mildew.  Further,  the  long  ripening  season  en- 
ables growers  to  handle  the  fruit  advantageously 
and  matures  it  to  the  greatest  perfection  for 
wine. 

“Almost  all  varieties  of  American  grapes  arc 
grown  to  perfection.  Three  to  four  tons  of  fruit 
to  the  acre  is  a good  yield  for'  vineyards,  even 
in  the  hands  of  amateurs.  Prof.  T.  V.  Munson, 
of  Texas,  who  enjoys  a world-wide  reputation  as 
a grape  expert,  pronounces  Oklahoma  to  be  the 
cream  of  the  American  grape-growing  region. 
It  has,  he  says,  an  ideal  soil,  equal  to  that  of  the 
country  along  the  Rhine. 

“Considerable  wine  is  made,  many  growers 
reporting  net  profits  of  $50  to  $So  per  acre. 

“The  native  varieties  of  plums  produce  abun- 
dantly. 

“Cherries  are  a standby,  sales  of  $1,000  worth 
from  a single  orchard  not  being  uncommon. 

“Nor  should  the  luscious  watermelon  be  for- 
gotten. Several  hundred  trainloads  of  juicy 
melons  are  annuallv  shipped  to  northern  and 
eastern  cities,  netting  the  producer  .$35  to  $50  a 
car.  A ioo-pound  specimen  is  not  uncommon, 
while  fifty-pounders,  are  an  cverv-dav  sight. 
Many  growers  have  sold  a dozen  wagon-loads 
of  melons  at  $5  per  load,  raised  on  half  an  acre, 
and  the  vines  were  not  all  stripped  then.  Canta- 
loupes also  grow  to  rare  perfection.” 

STOCK  RAISING. 

Tn  an  enumeration  of  the  industries  that  are 
bringing  prosperity  to  the  residents  of  Okla- 
homa, mention  should  be  made  of  the  raising  of 
stock.  I he  stock  business,  and  particularlv  the 
cattle  industry,  is  far  more  important  than  be- 
lieved by  those  not  conversant  with  the  sub- 
ject. It  is,  of  course,  especially  important  in 
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the  counties  of  Beaver,  Woodward,  Roger  A I ills. 
Day  and  Greer,  and  in  parts  of  Dewey,  Blaine 
and  Woods  counties,  where  are  found  nutritious 
grasses  and  abundant  natural  forage.  The  land 
there  is  mostly  covered  with  heavy  growths  of 
buffalo  grass.  Here  and  there  are  patches  of 
blue  stem,  principally  in  the  red  hills  along  the 
Cimarron  river,  and  on  the  sandy  slopes  and 
treeless  dunes  of  the  Salt  Fork,  North  Canadian 
and  Beaver.  The  blue  stem  is  valuable  in  af- 
fording early  pasturage,  while  the  buffalo  grass 
furnishes  pasturage  the  year  around,  and  cattle 
on  it  produce  a quality  of  beef  excelled  bv  none. 
It  is  in  western  Oklahoma  that  the  stock  busi- 
ness especially  flourishes,  that  region  being  ap- 
parently better  adapted  for  cattle-raising  than 
for  general  farming,  just  as  the  reverse  seems 
to  be  true  of  eastern  Oklahoma.  A constant 
improvement  is  shown  in  the  grade  of  cattle 
raised.  Few  mavericks  are  to  be  found  on  the 
ranges  now,  but  instead  may  be  seen  fine  herds 
of  Herefords,  Shorthorns  and  other  high-grade 
cattle. 

Almost  every  Oklahoma  farm  has  at  least  a 
few  head  of  swine,  and  large  shipments  are  made 
each  year  to  eastern  markets.  In  sheep-raising 
less  has  been  attempted,  few  being  interested  in 
this  industry  outside  of  Beaver  and  Greer  coun- 
ties, although  experts  believe  that  conditions  in 
Oklahoma  are  favorable  for  sheep-raising,  par- 
ticularly on  the  western  ranges  and  in  the  park 
timber  country.  Some  attention  is  given  to  the 
raising  of  horses,  which  in  time  will  undoubtedly 
become  a very  important  industry. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

ATCHISON,  TOPEKA  & SANTA  FE  RAILROAD. 

By  act  of  congress,  in  May,  1885,  the  Santa 
Fc  secured  the  right  of  way  from  Winfield, 
Ivans.,  to  Denison,  Tex.,  also  through  the  In- 
dian country  to  the  main  line  of  the  railroad  in 
New  Mexico.  Immediately  afterward  the  com- 
pany began  to  build  its  line  through  Oklahoma 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Its  completion  and  oper- 
ation were  important  factors  in  bringing  about 
the  opening  of  the  territory  for  settlement.  As 
the  pioneer  in  days  of  old  blazed  a path  through 
the  trackless  forest,  so  the  Santa  Fe  pio- 
neered its  way  through  the  unsettled  regions  of 
Oklahoma;  and  for  months  before  the  opening 
(when  white  men  were  forbidden  within  its  bor- 
ders) the  solitude  was  broken  only  by  the  whistle 


of  the  engine  as  it  sped  across  the  country,  be- 
tween the  Kansas  line  and  the  Red  river. 

The  Santa  Fe  by  no  means  limited  its  interest 
in  Oklahoma  to  the  mere  opening  thereof.  In 
the  fall  of  1900  the  company  distributed  among 
the  farmers,  free  of  transportation,  10,000  bush- 
els of  wheat,  waiting  one  year  for  the  pay.  In 
many  other  ways  they  have  contributed  to  the 
development  of  Oklahoma  and  the  progress  of 
the  people,  and  therefore  are  entitled  to  mention 
among  the  factors  entering  into  the  present  high 
standing  of  the  territory. 

CHICAGO,  ROCK  ISLAND  & PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

In  every  part  of  the  great  west,  the  name  of 
the  Rock  Island  road  is  familiar.  As  a factor 
in  the  development  of  Oklahoma,  it  well  merits 
the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  the  territory.  En- 
tering this  region  with  the  vast  tide  of  emigra- 
tion in  1889,  it  made  practicable  the  peopling  of 
the  vast  areas  to  the  west  and  south.  From  the 
first  it  was  prepared  to  meet  the  rush  of  trans- 
portation flowing  in  this  direction.  Not  only  is 
its  passenger  equipment  thoroughly  modern, 
but  its  freight  accommodations  are  also  un- 
surpassed. Along  its  route  are  some  of  the  most 
flourishing  cities  of  Oklahoma,  while  it  passes 
through  a section  of  country  affording  every 
facility  for  the  raising  of  cotton  and  grain  and 
the  cultivation  of  fruits. 

This  railway,  in  1890,  tendered  the  farmers 
of  Oklahoma  twelve  thousand  bushels  of  seed 
wheat.  It  has-ahvays  been  active  in  movements 
for  the  benefit  of  the  territory  and  the  devel- 
opment of  its  resources. 

CHOCTAW,  OKLAHOMA  & GULF  RAILROAD 

As  the  Santa  Fe  and  Rock  Island  systems 
form  the  great  connecting  links  between  north- 
ern and  southern  Oklahoma,  so  the  Choctaw, 
Oklahoma  & Gulf  Railroad  spans  the  territorv 
from  east  to  west.  Through  the  building  of 
this  road  was  made  possible  the  development 
of  the  rich  country  between  Oklahoma  City  and 
Wister  Junction.  Since  its  opening  to  traffic, 
the  region  through. which  it  passes  has  taken  on 
an  importance  previously  undreamed  of.  Its 
value  cannot  be  overestimated.  It  renders  pos- 
sible the  transportation  of  timber  and  coal  from 
fields  along  its  route,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of 
grain,  fruits  and  cotton;  hence  it  contributes 
largely  to  the  material  development  of  southern 
Oklahoma. 
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HON.  CASSIUS  M.  BARNES,  Governor 
of  Oklahoma.  Under  the  wise  administra- 
tion of  Governor  Barnes,  Oklahoma  has 
made  unprecedented  strides  along  the  path  of 
civilization,  winning  peace  and  prosperity  in  its 
every  step,  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of 
the  energetic  and  enterprising"  men  who  have 
contributed  to  its  phenomenal  development 
meeting  with  a happy  realization.  During  the 
three  years  that  he  has  filled  the  gubernatorial 
chair,  the  conditions  for  the  farmer,  on  whom 
the  prosperity  of  the  territory  so  largely  de- 
pends, have  been  materially  changed  through 
the  further  transformation  of  the  wild  land  to  a 
garden  rich  with  fields  of  grain  and  cotton,  or 
fruitful  orchards,  and  by  means  of  easier  and 
better  facilities  for  transportation;  domestic 
and  foreign  commerce  has  greatly  increased; 
and,  most  important  of  all,  such  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  establishment  of  common 
schools  and  higher  institutions  of  learning  that 
the  educational  standard  of  the  territory  has 
been  raised  to  a plane  equal  to  that  of  many  of 
the  states.  Although  as  yet  agriculture  is  the 
chief  occupation  of  the  people,  other  sources 
of  wealth  lie  in  wait  for  the  progressive  settler, 
and  in  the  near  future  mining  and  manufacturing 
will  be  numbered  among  the  leading  industries 
of  this  region.  Coal  has  already  been  mined  to 
some  extent;  indications  of  iron,  copper,  zinc 
and  other  minerals  are  given  in  various  places; 
large  quantities  of  gypsum  and  salt  exist;  and 
oil  and  gas  have  been  found  in  sufficient  amount 
to  warrant  the  sinking  of  wells  in  some  counties. 
Manufacturing  is  well  established,  flouring  mills, 
cotton  compresses,  cotton  gins,  cotton-seed  oil 
mills,  salt  factories,  stone  quarries,  ice  plants, 
creameries,  machine  shops,  planing  mills,  car- 
riage factories,  cigar  and  broom  factories,  bot- 
tling works,  etc.,  being  already  in  operation.  In 
the  development  and  regulation  of  these  sources 
of  industry,  the  present  governor  has  given 
judicious  aid  and  encouragement,  meeting  the 
exigencies  of  the  times  with  a characteristic 
wisdom  and  decision  that  has  won  for  him  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  better  class  of  the 
people. 

Cassius  M.  Barnes  was  born  near  Greigsville, 
Livingston  county,.  N.  Y.,  in  1S45,  a son 
ITenry  - Barnes,  and  a grandson  of  Gideon 
Barnes,  a life-long  farmer,  and  a pioneer  settler 
of  Greigsville.  Henry  Barnes  was  brought  up 


on  the  home  farm  in  Greigsville,  where  he  re- 
sided during  the  earlier  years  of  his  life.  In 
1846  he  made  a trip  to  Michigan  with  a view  of 
becoming  a permanent  settler  of  the  state,  and 
was  so  much  pleased  with  the  country  that  in 
1849  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Albion, 
Calhoun  county,  and  was  there  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
in  1877.  He  became  a man  of  influence  in  the 
community,  and  was  for  many  years  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Politically  he  was 
at  first  a Whig,  but  afterwards  a strong  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  a stanch  advocate 
of  the  temperance  cause.  He  married  Samantha 
Boyd,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  a daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Pliny  Boyd,  who  subsequently 
became  a pioneer  of  Livingston  county,  X.  Y. 
She  survived  her  husband,  passing  away  in 
1884.  Five  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
as  follows:  Cassius  M.;  Darwin  II.,  who  was  a 
major  in  the  quartermaster’s  department  during 
the  Civil  war,  and'  is  now  postmaster  at  Port 
Arthur,  Tex.;  Lucian  J.,  a major  and  assistant 
adjutant-general  in  the  Civil  war,  afterwards  a 
banker  in  Little.  Rock,  Ark.,  and  subsequently 
a government  employee  in  Washington,  I).  C., 
thence  removing  to  Duluth,  Minn.,  where  his 
death  occurred,  in  1S9J  ; Julius  A.,  a lumber  mer- 
chant in  southern  Arkansas ; and  Mary  L.,  of 
Camden,  Ark. 

Cassius  M.  Barnes  was  but  four  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan, 
where  he  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  acquired 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools,  this 
being  supplemented  by  a few  terms’  attendance, 
at  different  times,  at  the  Albion  Wesleyan  Sem- 
inary. When  nine  years  old  he  learned  teleg- 
raphy in  the  Kalamazoo  office  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company,  working  at  it  as  he 
had  opportunity.  While  but  a boy,  he  went  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  as  an  operator  in  the  office  of 
the  vice-president  of  the  O.  & M.  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  was  later  in  the  office  of  the  vice- 
president  of  the  old  Pacific  (now  the  Frisco) 
Railway  Company.  In  1S57,  with  Air.  Clowry, 
superintendent  of  the  telegraph  line  between 
St.  Louis  and  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  he  went  to 
the  latter  place  as  operator.  Leavenworth  then 
being  the  frontier  station  of  the  line.  Return- 
ing" from  there  to  St.  Louis,  he  was  employed 
for  some  time  as  an  operator  on  different  roads, 
with  an  occasional  term  at  school.  In  jS6i  he 
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enlisted  in  the  Civil  war,  entering  the  Battle 
Creek  Engineers  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  from 
which  he  was  honorably  discharged  to  join  the 
Military  Telegraph  Corps  as  an  operator.  He 
was  private  secretary  to  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  the  battle  oi  Wil- 
son’s creek,  where  the  general  met  his  untimely 
death.  Mr.  Barnes  then  returned  to  Michigan, 
where  he  enlisted  in  Howland's  Independent 
Company  of  Battle  Creek  Engineers,  under  Gen- 
eral Fremont,  and  at  the  end  of  one  hundred 
and  ten  days’  service  was  mustered  out.  Subse- 
quently as  a member  of  the  Telegraph  Corps,  he 
served  with  General  Sherman  at  the  siege  of 
Corinth  and  campaign  of  Memphis,  from  the  lat- 
ter city  being  sent  to  Missouri  to  take  charge  of 
the  Jefferson  City  office  for  the  government. 
Later,  becoming  connected  with  the  quarter- 
master’s department,  under  General  Schofield, 
he  went  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  to  close  up  busi- 
ness with  the  troops,  advanced  to  Fort  Smith, 
where  he  remained  till  the  close  of  the  war,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  business  in  Little.  Rock. 
In  1872,  during  the  Brook  Baxter  war,  he  served 
as  assistant  adjutant-general  on  the  staff  of 
Governor  Brooks  of  Arkansas,  and  was  after- 
wards assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue  at 
Fort  Smith  for  two  years.  The  following  three 
years  he  was  city  clerk  at  Little  Rock,  and  was 
then  appointed  chief  deputy  United  States  mar- 
shal, eastern  district  of  Arkansas,  an  office 
which  he  held  three  years,  when  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Smith  as  chief  deputy  marshal,  a 
position  which  he  retained  ten  years,  his  district 
including  Arkansas,  Indian  Territory,  Okla- 
homa, and  territory  extending  westward  into 
the  Panhandle  country.  From  Fort  Smith  he 
was  appointed  receiver  of  the  United  States 
land  office  at  Guthrie,  in  April,  18S9,  by  Presi- 
dent Harrison,  and  at  once  took  up  his  residence 
in  Oklahoma.  The  Santa  Fe  Railway  station 
was  then  the  only  building,  and  on  Government 
Acre,  he  erected  the  land  office,  which  is  still 
standing.  This  he  occupied  four  years,  or  until 
a change  of  administration,  when  he  gave  way 
to  his  successor.  In  the  fall  of  1894  he  was 
elected  to  the  territorial  legislature  from  Guthrie 
district,  and  was  made  speaker  of  the  house,  over 
which  he  presided  ably  and  well,  every  con- 
tested ruling  that  he  made  being  substantiated 
by  a vote  of  the  house,  an  incident  unparalleled 
in  history.  He  was  re-elected  in  1S96,  and  as 
temporary  speaker  opened  the  session;  at  the 
end  of  the  second  day,  lie  was  selected  by  the 
speaker  to  conduct  business,  and  closed  the 
session,  March  12,  1897.  During  that  session 
many  measures  were  proposed  by  the  Populists, 
but.  were  defeated,  as  the  three  Republicans  of 
the  house  in  some  cases  held  the  balance  of 
power. 


April  21,  1897,  Mr.  Barnes  was  appointed 
Governor  of  Oklahoma  by  President  McKinley, 
and  May  26,  1897,  was  .inaugurated  on  the 
Public  Square,  or  Government  Acre.  The  ad- 
ministration of  his  office  has  since  been  above 
reproach,  redounding  to  his  credit,  and  to  the 
honor  of  the  entire  people.  The  unjust  charges 
once  made  by  his  political  opponents  on  account 
of  the  actions  of  an  adjutant-general  since  re- 
moved, were  without  foundation,  and  conse- 
quently ignored  by  the  house  when  reported. 
The  territorial,  county,  town  and  city  indebted- 
ness has  been  materially  reduced  under  his 
supervision;  territorial  warrants  that  in  June, 
1S97,  were  quoted  in  the  markets  at  eightv  and 
eighty-five  cents  now  bring  ninety-seven  and 
ninety-eight  cents,  and  county  and  city  bonds, 
then  hawked  about  the  markets  of  the  country 
at  six  per  cent,  are  now  readily  placed  at  four 
and  one-half  per  cent,  at  par.  At  the  present 
time  the  expenditures  of  the  territorial  execu- 
tive department  are  less  than  those  of  Logan 
or  Oklahoma  county,  proving  his  financial  wis- 
dom and  economy.  The  Governor  has  been 
especially  interested  in  advancing  the  educa- 
tional status  of  the  territory",  taking  great  pride 
in  the  erection  of  school  and  college  buildings, 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  building  of 
the  Northwestern  Normal  School,  at  Alva,  to 
which  some  at  first  strongly  objected,  thinking 
there  was  little  need  for  such  an  institution  in 
that  part  of  the  territory.  But  the  rapid  progress 
of  the  school  has  proved  its  utility",  the  enroll- 
ment having  grown  from  fiftyr-four  students  the 
first  }"ear  to  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
pupils,  the  limit  of  the  capacity  of  the  building, 
many  having  been  turned  away  from  lack  of 
accommodation. 

Governor  Barnes  is  a Mason  of  high  degree, 
having  joined  the  fraternity  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark., 
becoming  past  master  of  the  lodge  there;  and 
while  there  was  also  made  a Royal  Arch  Mason 
and  a Knight  Templar.  He  is  a charter  member 
of  Guthrie  Lodge  No,.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Guthrie  Chapter  and  Guthrie  Commanderv.  He 
was  first  made  grand  commander  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Oklahoma  by"  appointment,  and 
at  the  end  of  six  months  was  elected  to  the  same 
high  position,  which  he  filled  for  a year.  He 
belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
was  the  first  department  commander  of  Okla- 
homa and  Indian  Territory,  and  first  commander 
of  Hartranft  Post  No.  3.  G.  A.  R..  of  Guthrie. 
He  is  also  a charter  member  of  India  Temple. 
N.  M.  S„  and  of  Chancellor  Commandery.  K. 
P.,  of  Guthrie.  While  living  in  Arkansas,  he 
was  past  grand  commander  of  Department  No. 
1,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was  assistant  adjutant- 
general  several  years,  and  was  a charter  member 
of  Fort  Smith  Lodge  No.  452,  K.  of  II.,  of 


* 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


T5 


winch  lie  was  grand  dictator  and  grand  reporter 
a number  of  years,  and  to  which  he  still  be- 
longs. He  was  there  very  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles,  and  as  a delegate,  and  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, visited  Texas  when  the  Greer  county 
lodges  were  transferred  to  Oklahoma. 

In  1869  Governor  Barnes  married  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Judge  Liberty  Bartlett,  the  descen- 
dant of  an  early  Puritan  settler  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  state  of  his  birth.  He  was  formerly 
a judge  of  the  Arkansas  circuit  court,  and  was 
for  many  years  a prominent  attorney  of  Little 
Rock.  The  Bartlett  family  is  of  Revolutionary 
stock,  and  Mrs.  Barnes  is  regent  for  the  Society 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution  in  Okla- 
homa. Governor  and  Mrs.  Barnes  have  three 
children,  namely:  Cassius  Bartlett,  Harry 

Cooper  and  Eliza  Louise.  Cassius  B.,  who  was 
graduated  from  Annapolis  in  1895,  is  a lieu- 
tenant in  the  United  States  navy.  During  the 
Spanish-American  war,  he  did  blockade  duty 
before  Havana,  and  is  now  with  the  Alliance,  on 
which  he  has  just  returned  from  a cruise  to  the 
Mediterranean  sea.  Harry  C.  Barnes,  who  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  a military 
academy,  served  as  captain  of  Company  C, 
Oklahoma  Battalion,  First  Regiment,  Territorial 
Volunteers,  in  the  Spanish- American  war,  and  is 
now  Captain  of  the  Thirty-fourth  United  States 
Infantry.  He  married  Zella  Maud  McAllister, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Harry  Cooper.  Eliza 
Louise  Barnes  was  educated  at  Bethany  College, 
Topeka,  Kans.,  after  which  she  completed  the 
course  at  the  Conservatory  of  Music,  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.  She  now  resides  with  her  parents  at 
the  executive  mansion.  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Barnes  are  active  workers  in  the  Episcopalian 
Church,  to  which  both  belong,  he  being  a lav 
reader;  Mrs.  Barnes  is  prominent  in  the  Ladies’ 
Society  connected  with  the  church,  and  in  many 
of  the  charitable  organizations  of  the  place. 


JUDGE  J.  C.  STRANG,  attorney-general  for 
Oklahoma.  Conspicuous  among  the  fore- 
most lawyers  of  Logan  county,  noteworthv 
for  his  keen  perceptive  faculties  and  logical  skill, 
is  the  subject  of  this  personal  history,  who 
located  in  Guthrie  in  1893,  and  has  here  met 
with  the  same  flattering  professional  success 
that  crowned  the  efforts  of  his  earlier  years.  He 
was  born  December  31,  1832,  in  Newficld, 
Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  which  was  also  the 
birthplace  of  his  father,  Daniel  Strang.  He  is 
the  direct  descendant  of  a French  Huguenot 
family  that  emigrated  to  America  on  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  edict  of  Nantes  in  1685,  and  settled 
on  the  Hudson  river,  in  New  York,  the  name  at 
that  time  having  been  spelled  “Le  Strange.” 
Daniel  Strang,  Sr.,  the  judge’s  grandfather, 


was  born,  probably,  in  Connecticut,  but  after  his 
marriage  became  a pioneer  of  Tompkins  county, 
N.  Y.,  settling  at  first  on  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Tthaca,  but  afterward  removed  to  Lan- 
singburg.  He  died  in  Tompkins  county,  being 
accidentally  killed  by  the  kick  of  a colt,  his  death 
occurring  in  1828,  on  the  day  that  Andrew  Jack- 
son  was  elected  president.  He  married  Narcissa 
Chapman,  who  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  Her 
father,  a Connecticut  man,  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  was  on  the  staff  of  General 
Washington. 

In  his  earlier  years  Daniel  Strang  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  to  which  he  was 
reared, but  subsequently  devoted  his  attention  to 
mechanical  pursuits,  utilizing  his  natural  abili- 
ties at  first  as  a pattern-maker.  Afterward  he 
built  grist  mills  and  threshing  machines,  and 
invented  and  built  the  first  clover  huller,  using 
the  same  plan  as  the  makers  of  to-day,  but  never 
had  it  patented.  Fie  is  now  living,  retired  from 
business,  at  Cayutaville,  N.  Y.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Case,  was  born  in 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  of  good  old  Knicker- 
bocker stock,  and  when  a small  child  was  left  an 
orphan.  Five  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
as  follows:  Francis,  now  postmaster  at  West- 

field,  Pa.;  J.  C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Keziah,  now  Mrs.  Culver,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. : 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Dickens,  who  lives  near  the  old 
home  in  New  York;  and  Elvin  T.,  of  Schuyler 
county,  N.  Y. 

J.  C.  Strang  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  having  attended  the  Ithaca  Acad- 
emy, after  which  he  was  graduated  from  Wat- 
kin’s  Academy,  in  Schuyler  county.  He  then 
continued  his  studies  with  John  Gillette,  of 
Peach  Orchard,  N.  Y.,  and  subsequently  taught 
school  five  terms. during  which  time  he  read  law. 
Returning-  to  Ithaca  he  was  a student  for  six 
months  in  the  law  office  of  Dana,  Beers  & How- 
ard, then  continued  his  studies  with  Butler  B. 
Strang  in  Westfield,  Pa.,  until  his  admission  to 
the  bar  in  1873.  Being  elected  district  attorney 
the  same  fall  he  served  three  years,  then 
removed  to  Kansas  in  the  spring  .of  1877,  locat- 
ing in  the  new  town  of  Larned,  where  he  com- 
menced practice  with  J.  N.  Van  Winkle,  now  of 
Shawnee,  Okla.  In  1878  Mr.  Strang  was  elected 
county  attorney  of  Pawnee  county,  Kans.,  and 
served  two  years,  when,  in  the  fall  of  18S0,  he 
was  elected  state  senator,  in  which  he  served 
during  the  session  of  1881.  This  legislature 
passed  the  bill  creating  two  new  judicial  dis- 
tricts, of  one  of  which,  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Strang 
was  appointed  judge  by  Governor  John  P.  St. 
John,  receiving  his  appointment  March  8,  t8Si. 
Taking  the  train  that  day  for  Kingsley,  Kans., 
he  opened  court  the  next  morning  and  served 
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the  ten  months  for  which  he  was  appointed.  lie 
was  then  nominated  unanimously  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  for  the  same  office,  and  having  been 
elected  by  a large  majority,  tilled  the  office  four 
years.  In  1885  he  was  again  elected  to  the  same 
position,  receiving  nearly  every  vote  in  the 
county,  and  served  another  four  years.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1890,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Humphrey  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
supreme  court  commission  of  Kansas  and 
served  three  years  on  the  bench  in  Topeka,  the 
other  members  of  the  commission  being  Judges 
Albert  H.  Horton,  D.  Valentine,  W.  A.  John- 
son, B.  F.  Simpson  and  Judge  Green. 

At  the  close  of  court  in  March,  1893,  Judge 
Strang  formed  a partnership  with  his  associate, 
Judge  Green,  and  opened  a law  office  in  Guth- 
rie, Okla.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Green  & 
Strang.  In  December,  1897,  the  partnership 
was  dissolved,  and  Judge  Strang  continued  in 
practice  alone,  engaging  more  especially  in 
criminal  practice,  in  which  he  has  been  espe- 
cially successful,  prosecuting  the  cases  brought 
before  him  with  vigor  and  decision.  He  will  be 
long  remembered  as  having  won  the  case  against 
Mahoffey,  who  was  convicted  of  murder,  and 
having  secured  the  conviction  of  Hodges  for 
killing  Christian.  In  1896  the  judge  was  elected 
county  attorney  for  Logan  county,  and  served 
from  January,  1897,  until  1899.  In  February, 
1900,  he  was  honored  by  Governor  C.  M. 
Barnes,  who  appointed  him  attorney-general 
for  Oklahoma  Territory,  and  February  26,  1900, 
he  took  the  oath  of  office. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Judge  Strang  has 
been  in  public  life  and  has  always  been  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  a strong  advocate  of  the 
temperance  cause.  In  188S  he  was  a delegate- 
at-large  to  the  national  convention  in  Chicago 
that  nominated  Harrison  for  the  presidency,  and 
a delegate  the  same  year  to  the  anti-saloon  con- 
vention held  in  Chicago  to  persuade  the  Prohibi- 
tion party  to  induce  the  Republican  party  to 
take  up  the  measure.  In  the  Kansas  senate  he 
was  a member  of  the  temperance  committee, 
and  assisted  in  the  passage  of  the  first  prohibi- 
tory law  of  the  state.  He  was  also  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  legislative  apportionment,  and 
drafted  the  bill  therefor.  He  is  now  a leading 
member  of  the  territorial  Republican  committee. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Territorial  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, serving  his  second  term  of  office. 

In  Westfield,  Pa.,  Judge  Strang  married  Mrs. 
Marv  Elizabeth  (Lyon)  Strang,  widow  of  Chap- 
man Strang.  She  was  born  in  Steuben  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  in  1804  in  Guthrie,  leaving  two 
children,  namely:  Albert  B.,  a son  by  her  first 
marriage, and  Lula  Strang, a graduate  of  Hollin's 
Institute  in  Virginia.  Albert  B.,  now  a farmer  in 
Oxford,  N.  Y.,  was  reporter  for  the  judge  when 


he  was  in  the  supreme  court  at  Topeka.  Judge 
Strang  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Birdie 
C.  Hall,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.  She  was  born  in 
Louisiana  and  died  in  April,  1898,  in  Guthrie, 
leaving  one  child,  lone  A.  Strang,  a student  at 
All  Hallows,  Wichita,  Kans. 


HOX.  DENNIS  T.  FLYNN.  Whoever 
labors  for  the  development  of  any  com- 
munity, striving  to  promote  its  progress, 
to  foster  its  industrial  growth,  to  advance  its 
educational  interests  and  to  secure  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  its  people,  such  an  one  is  en- 
titled to  be  called  a public-spirited  citizen. 
This,  in  brief,  is  the  record  of  Mr.  Fiynn  since 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  Coming  to  the  terri- 
tory at  that  time,  when  conditions  were  crude, 
prospects  doubtful  and  the  future  most  uncer- 
tain, he  threw  himself  into  the  work  of  evolving 
a commonwealth  from  the  heterogeneous  sur- 
roundings in  which  he  found  himself.  How  well 
he  has  succeeded  is  a matter  of  history.  No 
plan  has  been  presented  for  the  well-being  of 
Oklahoma  that  has  lacked  his  championship. 
No  enterprise  has  been  inaugurated  for  terri- 
torial expansion  that  has  been  denied  his  co- 
operation. No  movement  looking  toward  free 
homes  and  statehood  has  appealed  in  vain  for 
his  assistance.  Hence,  to  an  unusual  degree, 
his  history  during  the  past  decade  or  more  has 
been  the  history  of  Oklahoma,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  present  'one  without  frequent 
reference  to  the  other. 

At  the  time  of  the  opening.  Air.  Flynn  was  a 
young  man,  well  equipped  with  a knowledge  of 
law,  familiar  with  real-estate  values,  interested 
in  public  affairs,  and  eager  to  identify  himself 
with  the  new  territory.  His  prominence  and 
activity  in  the  Republican  party  led  to  his  ap- 
pointment as  postmaster  of  Guthrie,  April  4, 
1889.  He  arrived  in  Guthrie  on  the  first  train 
from  the  north,  April  22,  and  on  the  26th  re- 
ceived telegraphic  orders  (his  commission  not 
having  been  received)  to  open  the  office  at  once. 
Securing  a tent,  10x14,  as  a postoffice,  he  began 
his  work.  From  ten  to  fifteen  bushels  of  mail 
matter  were  deposited  on  the  floor  of  the  tent. 
Out  of  this  miscellaneous  mass  he  was  obliged 
to  select  the  mail  for  the  long  line  of  people 
who  stood  outside,  waiting  their  turn  to  ask  for 
letters.  Numerous  schemes  were  devised  to 
facilitate  the  delivery  of  the  enormous  accumu- 
lation of  mail  matter.  One  was  to  have  the 
people  advance  in  line  to  one  of  the  two  delivery 
"holes”  and  each  person  was  allowed  to  ask  for 
mail  for  himself  and  one  other,  the  other  party 
usually  paying  from  twenty-five  cents  to  $1  for 
this  accommodation.  Another  plan  was  to  select 
letters  beginning  with  the  same  letter  of  the 
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alphabet,  have  a clerk  with  strong  lungs  mount 
a dry-goods  box,  and  announce  to  the  waiting 
crowds  that  mail  would  that  day  be  delivered  to 
parties  whose  names  commenced  with  that 
special  letter.  In  this  and  other  ways  the  first 
accumulation  of  correspondence  was  delivered, 
but  for  weeks  afterward,  long  lines  of  men, 
numbering  as  high  as  one  thousand,  could  be 
seen  from  morning  to  night,  patiently  waiting 
for  their  turn  to  reach  the  delivery  “window.” 
Without  doubt  the  postmaster  of  Guthrie  was 
one  of  the  hardest-worked  men  in  the  town 
during  those  early  days.  After  a few  months  a 
postoffice  building  was  erected,  a thorough  sys- 
tem was  adopted,  the  work  was  placed  on  a satis- 
factory basis,  and  the  regular  routine  was 
prosecuted  without  interruption.  In  the  fall  of 
1889  the  Commercial  block  was  completed  and 
a room  in  it  fitted  up  for  a postoffice,  thus  in- 
creasing the  facilities  of  prompt  delivery. 

With  the  organization  and  growth  of  the 
Republican  party  in  Oklahoma  Mr.  Flynn  has 
been  closely  associated.  In  fact,  he  has  been 
one  of  the  party  leaders  in  the  territory.  In 
recognition  of  his  progressive  spirit  and  his  high 
standing  in  the  party,  he  was  chosen  in  1892  as 
the  territorial  delegate  to  congress,  and  has  since 
filled  that  position  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  To  his  energy 
is  largelv  due  the  passage  of  the  free  homes 
bill,  which  has  meant  so  much  to  the  people  of 
Oklahoma  in  their  hope  of  ultimate  prosperin' 
and  success  here.  Besides  this  bill,  he  has  given 
thoughtful  and  constant  attention  to  another 
measure  of  equal  importance,  and  that  is  the 
securing  of  an  enabling  act  which  will  render 
possible  the  admission  of  Oklahoma  into  the 
galaxy  of  states.  On  every  hand  it  is  conceded 
that  Oklahoma  should  be  admitted  to  the  Union, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  admission  will 
be  granted  within  a comparatively  short  time. 
In  fact,  steps  have  already  been  taken  looking 
toward  that  end,  and  without  doubt  this  pros- 
perous territory  will  be  the  first  state  admitted 
during  the  twentieth  century. 

A firm  believer  in  the  future  of  Oklahoma, 
Mr.  Flynn  finds  that  by  comparison  with  other 
portions  of  the  United  States,  this  territorv 
stands  unusually  high.  In  intelligence,  the  four 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  comprising  the  pop- 
ulation rank  high.  They  are  also  law-abiding. 
W bile  Arizona  has  one  convict  to  everv  four 
hundred  and  twenty-five  persons,  in  Oklahoma 
there  is  one  to  each  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty.  The  bonded  debt  in  Arizona  is  Sn 
per  capita,  in  New  Mexico  $4  and  in  Oklahoma 
seventy-five  cents.  There  are  five  states  with 
not  half  the  population  of  Oklahoma,  and  six 
with  only  two-thirds  as  many  people;  while  in 
Massachusetts,  the  center  of  culture  and  learn- 
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ing,  there  arc  twice  as  many  illiterates  as  in 
Oklahoma.  In  other  points  this  territory  ranks 
equally  high.  Its  proportion  of  fertile  soil  is 
remarkably  large.  In  climate  it  has  many  points 
of  superiority.  Taken  altogether,  when  it  comes 
into  the  Union,  there  will  be  few7  states  that  will 
surpass  it,  in  the  intelligence  of  the  population, 
the  character  of  the  soil  and  the  boundless  pros- 
pects for  future  wealth. 


HON.  WILLIAM  M.  JENKINS,  a gentle- 
man who  has  attained  high  distinction  in 
public  affairs,  is  now  serving  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  secretary  of  Oklahoma.  For  manyyears 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  legal  profession. 
He  is  well-versed  in  the  law,  and  has  met  with 
success  in  his  practice. 

Mr.  Jenkins  was  born  in  Alliance,  Ohio,  April 
25,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  William  Jenkins.  LI  is 
paternal  grandfather  was  a farmer  and  came  of 
good  old  Quaker  stock.  William  Jenkins  was 
born  in  North  Berwick,  Me.,  and  at  an  early 
day  located  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
married  at  Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  and 
later  moved  to  Alliance,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
farming  and  engaged  in  the  shoe  business.  In 
1886  or  1887  he  removed  to  California  and  died 
at  El  Modena  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  A 
strong  abolitionist,  he  w7as  identified  with  the 
underground  railroads. 

Lydia,  wife  of  William  Jenkins,  was  born  at 
Brownsville,  Pa.,  being  a daughter  of  William 
Miller,  who  was  a farmer  and  operated  woolen 
mills  at  Brownsville,  also  owned  farms  and  coal 
lands  at  the  head  of  the  Monongahela  river. 
Long  before  petroleum  was  utilized  for  com- 
mercial purposes  it  was  used  in  his  woolen  mills 
in  its  crude  form  to  clean  cards.  At  one  time, 
when  drilling  for  salt,  he  accidentally  discov- 
ered petroleum.  A colored  boy  had  been  badly 
burned,  and,  having  no  remedy  handy,  stuck  his 
hand  in  a pail  of  crude  oil,  which  proved  very 
efficacious.  Mr.  Miller  conceived  the  idea  of  sell- 
ing it  for  its  healing  qualities,  placing  it  on  the 
market  as  Mecca  oil.  the  first  commercial  use  to 
which  it  was  put.  His  oldest  sou,  William,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  estate.  Fie  also  belonged  to  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Mrs.  Jenkins  now  resides  in 
California.  Seven  children  blessed  this  union,  six 
of  them  attained  maturity,  as  follows:  Joseph,  a 
farmer  of  Newkirk,  Okla. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of 
David  Bartley,  of  California;  Esther,  wife  of 
George  Blount,  of  Long  Beach,  Cal.;  William 
M.;  John  K.,  who  was  formerlv  a teacher,  but  is 
now  a real-estate  man  of  Alliance.  Ohio;  and 
Mary,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Whittier,  Cal. 

William  M.  Jenkins  was  reared  in  Alliance. 
Ohio,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 


■ 


■ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


18 

public  schools  there.  He  attended  Mount  Union 
College,  at  Alliance,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
business  course,  but  also  took  a very  active  part 
in  literary  societies.  He  taught  school  for  two 
years  in  the  meantime  and  was  then  married. 
Later  he  engaged  in  farming  and  brick  manu- 
facturing until  1S81,  when  he  removed  to  Shelby 
county,  Iowa,  and  there  engaged  in  farming. 
In  Ohio  he  had  studied  law  to  a certain  extent, 
and  in  Iowa  he  continued  his  readings  in  the 
office  of  Plon.  Platt  Wicks,  of  Harlan.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  March  of  1882.  at  Har- 
lan, and  immediately  thereafter  engaged  in  prac- 
tice at  Defiance,  where  he  remained  until  No- 
vember,. 1SS4.  Removing  thence  to  Arkansas 
City,  Kans.,  he  practiced  law  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  workings  of  the  Republican  party, 
being  elected  delegate  from  the  third  district 
to  the  Republican  national  convention  at  Chi- 
cago, which  nominated  Harrison.  Pie  went 
there  a McKinley  man,  and  succeeded  in  work- 
ing up  some  interest,  so  much  so  that  Mr.  [Mc- 
Kinley received  seventeen  ballots  and  was  grow- 
ing on  each  ballot,  when  he  was  approached  by 
McKinley,  who  protested  and  asked  Mr.  Jenkins 
to  throw  his  support  to  Sherman.  But  Mr.  Jen- 
kins replied  that,  with  all  due  respect  to  his 
wishes,  he  would  continue  to  vote  for  him  until 
he  became  president. 

In  1891  Air.  Jenkins  was  appointed  special  al- 
lotting attorney  by  President  Harrison,  allotting 
land  to  Indians  in  Siletz  Indian  Reservation  in 
Oregon,  and  straightening  the  matter  out  in  less 
than  a year.  He  then  completed  the  Pawnee 
allotments  in  Oklahoma  in  a most  satisfactory 
manner.  In  September,  1893,  M the  opening  of 
the  strip,  he  located  a claim  two  miles  east  of 
Newkirk,  which  he  improved  and  converted  into 
a valuable  estate.  On  that  farm  he  resided  until 
he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  territory.  He 
attended  the  inauguration  of  President  [McKin- 
ley, who,  in  June,  1897,  appointed  him  secretary 
of  the  territory.  His  office  is  one  of  great  re- 
sponsibility. Among  his  duties  may  be  men- 
tioned those  of  disbursing  officer  of  Oklahoma, 
providing  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
securing  quarters  for  them  and  paying  their  sal- 
aries, also  the  salaries  of  some  of  the  other  fed- 
eral officers.  During  the  absence  of  Governor 
Barnes,  he  also  served  in  the  capacity  of  acting 
governor. 

In  Dublin,  Ind.,  [Mr.  Jenkins  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Delphena  White,  who  was  born 
in  North  Carolina,  and  is  a daughter  of  Tosiah 
T.  White,  a farmer  and  miller  of  Dublin,  Ind. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Six 
children  blessed  this  union:  Delbert,  who  was 
educated  in  the  Univcrsftv  of  Oklahoma,  and  is 
now  a clerk  in  his  father's  office:  William,  who 
is  in  attendance  at  the  university;  Mary,  Hugh, 


Jessie  and  Ray.  Reared  in  the  Society  of 
Friends,  as  there  are  no  churches  of  that  faith 
in  his  locality,  Mr.  Jenkins  attends  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 


ON.  FRANK  M.  THOMPSON.  The  im- 
portant position  that  Mr.  Thompson  holds 
asterritorial  treasurer  is  a strong  attestation 
of  his  recognized  financial  ability  in  Oklahoma. 
He  was  born  near  Linn,  Osage  county,  Mo.,  June 
24,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  Tames  Thompson,  of 
sturdy  English  ancestry.  His  father  was  born 
and  reared  in  Illinois.  He  served  in  the  [Mex- 
ican war,  at  its  close  settling  in  [Missouri.  For  a 
time  he  made  his  home  in  St.  Francois  county, 
then  in  Osage  county,  whence  he  removed,  in 
1849,  to  Arkansas,  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  Hempstead  county,  until  his  death, 
in  1878.  He  married  Esther  Estes,  who  was 
born  in  St.  Francois  county,  Mo.,  of  English 
ancestors,  and  died  in  Hempstead  county,  Ark., 
in  1863.  Of  their  union  there  were  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  James  O.,  who  died  before  the 
Civil  war;  William  TL,  who  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  as  a member  of  a Texas  regiment, 
and  died  in  Mississippi;  George  W.,  who  died 
prior  to  the  war;  and  Frank  M.,  the  special  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

Frank  M.  Thompson,  the  only  survivor  of  the 
parental  household,  was  but  six  years  old  when 
the  family  removed  to  Arkansas,  where  he  at- 
tended private  and  subscription  schools  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  then 
but  little  more  than  a boy,  and  as  his  older 
brother'  and  his  companions  were  joining  the 
Confederate  regiments  formed  in  that  section, 
he  naturally  became  very  enthusiastic,  and.  fol- 
lowing the  lead  of  his  comrades,  enlisted,  in 
June,  1861,  in  the  Third  Arkansas  State  Troops, 
in  which  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Wilson’s 
creek.  At  the  expiration  of  three  months  the 
state  troops  were  disbanded,  and  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G.  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  as 
corporal,  and  soon  after  was  promoted  to  be 
second  lieutenant.  At  the  battle  of  Arkansas 
Post  his  regiment  was  captured,  and  he,  with 
the  other  officers,  was  taken  to  Camp  Chase, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  months  was  removed  to 
Fort  Delaware.  A month  later  he  was  ex- 
changed, but  during  his  term  of  confinement  the 
vast  strength  and  resources  of  the  north  had 
been  impressed  upon  him,  and  he  plainly  fore- 
saw the  hoplesstiess  of  the  southern  cause.  On 
rejoining  his  regiment,  at  Petersburg,  he  was 
sent  to  reinforce  Bragg’s  division,  and  fought  at 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Fort  Ring- 
gold,  Ga.,  where  his  health  failed,  and  he  was 
put  on  staff  duty.  In  1864  he  was  made  captain 
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,if  his  company,  in  which  rank  lie  served  until 
the  dose  of  the  war. 

Resuming'  the  duties  of  a private  citizen,  Mr. 
Thompson  settled  in  business  as  a merchant  in 
Magnolia,  Columbia  county,  Ark.,  where  he 
bravely  assisted  in  enforcing  the  Federal  laws 
during  the  trying  period  of  reconstruction,  when 
it  required  men  of  nerve  and  daring  courage 
to  stand  by  the  stars  and  stripes  on  the  frontier 
lines.  PI  is  heroism  and  that  of  many  other  loyal 
men  of  his  time  have  been  well  rewarded  by  a 
united  north  and  south  that  fought  as  one  in 
the  Spanish-American  conflict.  In  1S68  he  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote,  giving  it  to  the  Repub- 
lican candidate,  General  Grant.  In  1876  he  re- 
moved to  Hope,  Hempstead  county,  Ark.,  and 
there  continued  in  the  mercantile  business  until 
1884,  when  he  embarked  in  the  brokerage  busi- 
ness, which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  five 
years.  In  1889  President  Harrison  appointed 
him  superintendent  of  the  Plot  Springs  Reserva- 
tion, in  Arkansas,  and  he  had  charge  of  it  until 
1893,  when  he  was  appointed  a member  of  Town 
Sit  e Board  No.  13,  and  assigned  to  the  Pawnee 
town  site,  going  there  at  its  opening.  Fifteen 
months  later  he  was  assigned  to  Blackburn, 
where  he  remained  until  the  board  was  dissolved. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  organized  the  first  bank 
in  Pawnee,  the  Pawnee  State  Bank,  of  which  he 
was  president  until  he  sold  it,  a year  after  its 
formation.  Establishing  then  the  Arkansas  Val- 
ley Bank,  he  served  as  its  cashier  and  manager 
until  appointed  territorial  treasurer,  in  June, 
1897,  by  Governor  C.  M.  Barnes.  Resigning  the 
casliiership,  July  9,  1897,  he  took  the  oath  of 
office  as  treasurer  of  the  territory.  However, 
he  is  still  one  of  the  bank  directors.  On  becom- 
ing treasurer,  he  removed  with  his  family  tem- 
porarily to  Guthrie,  where  he  has  been  an  es- 
teemed and  honored  resident. 

Since  early  manhood  Mr.  Thompson  has  been 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  having  been  elected 
to  the  state  legislature  of  Arkansas  in  1870,  serv- 
ing one  term;  was  mayor  of  Hope  four  years ; in 
1882  was  elected  county  judge  of  Hempstead 
county,  and  held  the  office  two  years;  in  18S6 
was  elected  state  senator  for  Arkansas,  and 
served  four  years.  When  the  town  of  Magnolia 
was  organized,  he  was  quite  active.  He  served 
in  two  different  sessions  of  the  state  senate,  re- 
signing to  accept  the  superintendency  at  Hot 
Springs.  After  coming  to  Oklahoma,  in  addi- 
tion to  organizing  banks  in  Pawnee,  he  organ- 
ized the  Lexington  State  Bank,  at  Lexington, 
Cleveland  county,  of  which  he  is  still  a director. 
A true-blue  Republican  in  politics,  he  belongs 
to  the  Arkansas  • Republican  Club,  being  one  of 
its  executive  committee,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  Pawnee  county  Republican  committee  from 
1 896  until  1S9S.  tie  is  one  of  the  board  of 
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regents  of  the  Alva  State  Normal  School  and 
also  of  the  Washington  University  at  Langston. 
He  was  made  a Mason  at  Nashville^  Ark.,  and  is 
a charter  member  of  Pawnee  Eastern  Star 
Lodge,  to  which  Mrs.  Thompson  also  belongs; 
was  made  a Royal  Arch  Mason  at  Magnolia, 
Ark.,  and  is  now  a member  of  Hope  Chapter, 
Ark.;  and  has  served  one  term  as  Grand  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Arkansas. 
He  belongs  to  the  Territorial  Bankers’  Associa- 
tion. 

August  15,  1865,  at  Magnolia,  Ark.,  Mr. 
Thompson  married  Elmina  C.  Hicks,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  J.  Hicks,  a native  of  Alabama.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  two  sons,  namely: 
Frank  M.,  Jr.,  of  Salem,  Mass.;  and  Floyd,  for- 
merly a successful  merchant  of  Hope,  Ark.,  and 
postmaster  of  that  place,  but  now  a wholesale 
grocer  of  Texarkana,  Ark. 


David  ross  boyd,  a.  m.,  ph.  d.  no 

phase  of  the  development  of  Oklahoma 
is  more  important  than  the  growth  and 
progress  of  its  educational  interests.  From  the 
first  there  have  not  been  wanting  public-spir- 
ited citizens  who  have  given  their  time  and  in- 
fluence to  institutions  of  learning,  and  the  result 
of  their  labors  is  shown  in  the  high  grade  of 
the  schools  of  the  present  day.  Naturally,  in- 
terest centers  in  the  University  of  Oklahoma. 
The  legislature  of  1891  passed  a bill  providing 
for  its  establishment  and  its  location  in  Norman, 
also  appropriating  a small  revenue,  adding  a 
further  appropriation  in  1893.  Plans  for  the 
building  were  at  once  made.  A contract  was 
let  for  the  main  building,  which  was  completed 
in  the  summer  of  1893,  and  opened  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year.  Prior  to  this,  the  students 
had  met  in  a rented  building  in  Norman.  The 
first  class  graduated  was  from  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  in  1S96,  with  the  degree  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Chemist.  Two  years  later  the  first  class, 
with  degree  of  A.  B.,  was  graduated.  A new- 
building  has  been  planned  for  the  near  future,  to 
accommodate  the  increased  attendance  at  the 
university.  Five  additional  instructors  have  been 
added  by  the  board  of  regents,  the  corps  now- 
comprising  seventeen  able  teachers.  In  addition 
to  the  preparatory  school,  there  are  departments 
of  pharmacy,  arts  and  sciences,  school  of  music, 
and  pre-medical  course.  The  grounds  surround- 
ing the  main  building  have  been  laid  out  under 
the  personal  supervision  of  President  Boyd,  who 
planted  a grove  of  forty  acres  in  choice  varieties 
of  trees  and  has  made  the  whole  “a  thing  of 
beauty,”  which  will  be  “a  joy  forever"  to  the 
people  of  Oklahoma. 

In  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  David  Ross  Bovd 
was  born  July  31,  1853.  Pic  is  a member  of  a 
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family  noted  for  literary  ability.  His  grand- 
father’s uncle,  Robert  Boyd,  was  educated  for 
the  Presbyterian  ministry  in  Ireland,  but  came 
to  America  and  entered  upon  the  work  of  an 
educator.  He  was  the  first  man  of  classical 
education  who  established  a college  west  of  the 
mountains,  in  the  Northwestern  territory.  In 
religion  he  always  adhered  to  Presbyterian  doc- 
trines. Robert  Boyd,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Boyd, 
was  born  in  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  settled  in 
southwestern  Pennsylvania,  but  soon  removed 
(about  1822)  to  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  engaged  in  carding  and  fulling,  having  on 
Mill  creek  a mill  that  was  operated  by  water 
power.  In  that  county  his  death  occurred.  His 
son,  James  Boyd,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, just  across  the  line  from  Antietam,  Md., 
bought  the  old  homestead  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  coal  was  discovered  on  the  place, 
after  which  he  turned  his  attention  to  coal 
operating.  The  Ohio  canal  ran  beside  his  farm, 
thus  furnishing  transportation  for  the  coal.  His 
coal  interests  were  extensive  and  valuable,  but 
the  panic  of  1873  left  him  without  resources. 
Removing  to  Indiana,  he  settled  on  a farm  near 
Portland,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death  in  1882.  Like  his  father,  he  was  a man 
of  Christian  belief  and  the  most  upright  char- 
acter, and  served  faithfully  for  years  as  an  elder 
in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  first  wife  of  Tames  Boyd  was  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  Randall  Ross,  and  a native  of 
Holmes  county,  Ohio.  Her  father,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  settled  in  Ohio,  crossing  the 
mountains  on  foot,  while  beside  him,  on  a horse, 
rode  his  wife,  carrying  their  baby.  Not  long 
after  he  settled  in  his  new  home,  he  died  from 
injuries  received  while  fighting  a forest  fire. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza 
Boone,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
She  was  a woman  of  noble  character  and  great 
strength  of  mind.  After  her  husband's  death, 
she  was  left  with  nine  children,  some  of  whom 
were  quite  small.  These  she  reared  to  be  good 
citizens,  fitted  for  lives  of  usefulness.  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Boyd  died  in  Ohio  in  1865.  Her  five 
children  (all  sons)  are  still  living,  namely:  D. 
Ross,  of  this  sketch:  Walter  M.,  who  graduated 
from  the  Starling  Medical  College  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  is  now  practicing  his  profession  in 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Barzillai,  who  is  depute 
auditor  of  Jay  county,  Ind.,  residing  at  Port- 
land; Robert  Randall,  who  is  in  the  United 
States  Railroad  mail  service  at  Omaha,  Neb.; 
and  James  LI.,  who  graduated  from  Princeton 
College  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  from 
Gottingen  (Germany)  University,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Ph.  D.,  and  is  now  a professor  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  University  of  Chicago. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  James  Boyd 


was  again  married,  and  by  the  second  union 
had  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  living. 
Of  the  sons,  John  is  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  at  Portland,  Ind.;  Truman  O.  is  auditor 
of  Jay  county,  Ind.,  and  one  of  the  leading  poli- 
ticians of  Portland;  and  Daniel  is  a graduate 
of  Wooster  University,  class  of  1900. 

Perhaps  if  there  is  one  attribute  more  con- 
spicuous in  the  Boyd  family  than  any  other,  it 
is  their  love  of  learning.  With  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception, for  generations  the  members  have  been 
men  and  women  of  wide  learning  and  not  a 
little  literary  ability.  Nor  is  this  characteristic 
less  noticeable  in  the  life  of  D.  Ross  Boyd  than 
in  the  other  members  of  the  family.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  one  of  the  dominant  traits  of  his 
character.  He  has  ever  been  a student.  In  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge  many  of  his  happiest 
hours  have  been  passed.  Not  only  is  he  able  to 
acquire  knowledge  readily,  but  he  also  possesses 
the  gift  of  being  able  to  impart  facts  to  others 
in  an  interesting  and  logical  manner.  Tliis 
qualifies  him  for  successful  work  as  an  educator. 

When  fifteen  years  of  age,  Dr.  Boyd  was 
given  a certificate  to  teach  school  in  a district 
near  his  father’s  home,  and  he  taught  there  for 
five  consecutive  winters,  devoting  the  summer 
months  to  farm  work.  With  the  money  thus 
earned,  and  with  $35  given  him  by  his  father, 
he  worked  his  way  through  college.  After  one 
year  in  the  preparatory  department  at  Wooster 
University,  in  1874,  he  entered  the  freshman 
class  of  that  institution,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1S7S,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  was 
assistant  professor  in  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  his  alma  mater  during  the  last  two 
years  of  his  college  course.  In  18S1  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  the  university, 
and  in  1900  the  same  institution  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Ph.  D. 

After  graduating,  Dr.  Boyd  was  principal  of 
the  high  school  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  for  a vear. 
The  next  year,  1879,  he  was  principal  of  the  high 
school  at  Van  Wert,  Ohio.  In  18S0  he  was 
elected  superintendent  of  the  Van  Wert  schools, 
which  position  lie  hold  until  1888,  the  schools 
being  meantime  largely  increased  in  importance 
and  attendance.  In  18S8  he  accepted  a position 
as  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Arkansas 
City.  Ark.,  and  during  the  four  years  of  his 
service  he  reorganized  the  schools,  established  a 
graduating  class  in  the  high  school,  took 
charge  of  the  improvements  in  school  buildings, 
amounting  to  $160,000,  and  superintended  the 
building  of  what  was  one  of  the  finest  high 
schools  in  Kansas.  As  superintendent  there, 
he  was  remarkably  successful  and  attracted  at- 
tention from  educators  throughout  the  state. 
While  there,  he  was  a director  of  the  Winfield 
Chautauqua  Assembly.  He  was  a member  of  a 
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committee  from  the  Kansas  Teachers’  Associa- 
tion, appointed  to  propose  some  plan  to  secure 
uniformity  in  the  high  school  courses  through- 
out the  state.  In  the  work  of  the  association  he 
was  very  prominent,  and  one  of  his  important 
works  was  the  preparation  of  an  exhibit  at  the 
World's  Fair  in  1893,  typical  of  the  schools  of 
Kansas  and  their  work.  In  Cowley  county, 
Kans.,  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  school 
examiners.  He  remained  in  Kansas  until  his 
selection  as  president  of  the  newly  established 
University  of  Oklahoma,  since  which  time  he 
has  made  his  home  in  Norman.  The  Territorial 
Board  of  Education  has  numbered  him  among 
its  members  since  1892,  and  he  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  only  member  who  has  served 
for  so  many  years.  For  two  terms  he  was 
president  of  the  Territorial  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion and  has  been  a prominent  member  of  its 
executive  committee  and  an  active  worker  in 
its  behalf.  .For  three  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  education  at  Norman,  during  which 
time  the  West  Side  school  was  erected.  As  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  Board  of  Education 
he  has  assisted  in  formulating  the  present  school 
laws  of  Oklahoma,  in  devising  systems  for  terri- 
torial institutes,  and  in  grading  the  rural  schools 
of  the  territory.  He  is  connected  with  the 
teachers’  reading  circle  of  different  counties  and 
has  been  interested  in  the  preparation  of  a course 
of  study  for  them.  For  years  he  has  been 
a director  of  the  National  Educational  Associa- 
tion, of  whose  committee  on  nomination  he  has 
been  a member  for  many  years,  and  whose 
meetings  he  has  attended  regularly,  taking  a 
warm  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  same. 

W hile  in  Ohio,  Dr.  Boyd  was  made  a Mason 
at  Man  Wert,  and  is  now  a member  of  Lodge 
No.  5,  at  Norman.  He  was  raised  to  the  chapter 
degree  in  Van  Wert,  and  is  now  connected  with 
the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Norman.  Fie  joined 
the  Commandery  in  Arkansas  City  and  at  this 
writing  holds  membership  in  Oklahoma  Com- 
mnndcrv  No.  2,  Iv.  T. ; also  in  India  Temple, 
N.  M.  S.,  of  Oklahoma  City.  The  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  in  Oklahoma  City 
aKo  numbers  him  among  its  members.  In 
national  politics,  he  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
licans. An  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
' lutrch,  he  is  a member  of  the  board  of  elders 
and  has  been  interested  in  the  Sunday-school 
both  as  superintendent  and  as  teacher. 

1 he  home  of  Dr.  Bovd  is  one  of  the  attractive 
residences  of  Norman.  Surrounding  the  house 
are  twelve  acres,  which  he  has  planted  to  pears, 
peaches,  apples  and  plums,  and  when  at  leisure 
from  educational  work,  he  may  often  be  found 
m his  orchard  or  his  grape  arbor,  where  he 
pa-scs  many  pleasant  summer  hours.  TIis 
marriage  took  place  in  Coshocton,  Ohio, 


and  united  him  with  Miss  Jennie  Thompson, 
who  was  born  in  that  city.  Fler  father,  Stephen 
T.  Thompson,  was  a farmer  of  Coshocton 
county,  and  a successful  worker  in  general 
agricultural  pursuits.  Mrs.  Boyd  received  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages  and  is  a college 
graduate  and  a lady  of  great  refinement  and 
culture.  The  only  child  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  is 
Alice,  now  a student  in  the  university  of  which 
her  father  is  the  president. 


HON.  STUART  N.  HOPKINS.  A man  of 
scholarly-  attainments,  keenly  dlive  to  the 
progressive  methods  of  instruction  now 
in  vogue  in  the  leading  cities  of  the  Union.  Mr. 
Hopkins  has  made  his  influence  felt  in  educa- 
tional circles,  and  as  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  in  Oklahoma  has  contributed  his  full 
share  in.  placing  the  educational  institutions  of 
the  territory  on  a par  with  those  of  the  western 
states.  He  was  born  September  27,  1853,  in 
Red  Oak,  Brown  county,  Ohio,  which  was  like- 
wise the  birthplace  of  his  father,  William  Wil- 
liamson Hopkins.  He  is  of  English  descent, 
and  of  Revolutionary  stock,  his  great-grand- 
father Hopkins,  a native  of  Kentucky,  but  later 
a settler  of  Ohio,  having  fought  in  the  struggle 
for  independence.  His  earlier  ancestors  were 
planters  in  Virginia,  and  active  participants  in 
the  old  French  and  Indian  wrars. 

John  Hopkins,  the  grandfather  of  Stuart  N., 
was  born  near  Marseille,  Ky.,  in  1789,  and  died 
in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Dur- 
ing the  years  of  youth,  in  1807,  he  went  with  his 
parents  to  Red  Oak,  Ohio,  where  he  afterwards 
settled  in  life  as  a farmer.  He  was  a man  of  de- 
vout faith,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian  Church,  in  which  lie  served  many  years 
as  an  elder. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  immediate 
ancestors,  William  W.  Hopkins  began  life  as  a 
farmer  in  Red  Oak,  whence,  in  1869,  lie  removed 
to  Iowa,  purchasing  a farm  near  Bonaparte, 
where  he  carried  on  general  farming  until  his 
death,  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  vears. 
While  living  in  his  native  state,  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Galliopolis  Company  in  the  Ohio  Mil- 
itia, and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Morgan  and 
his  raiders.  Flis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Ann  Shields,  was  born  in  Flillsboro.  Ohio, 
a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Nevins) 
Shields,  both  of  Scotch  descent.  She  survived 
her  husband,  passing  away  in  1892,  at  El  Reno, 
Okla.,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  her  age.  Tliev 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
one,  the  only  daughter,  died  when  young,  the 
record  of  the  others  being  as  follows:  Stuart  N. 
lives  in  Guthrie;  Rev.  John  T.,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  Parsons  College,  and  McCormick 
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Theological  Seminary,  of  Chicago,  is  pastor  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Indianola,  Iowa; 
William  M.  resides  in  the  west;  Archibald  E. 
is  chief  engineer  in  the  Anglo-Swiss  Condensing 
and  Caramel  factory,  of  Dixon,  111.;  and  Luther 
Shields  is  a jeweler  in  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Having  lived  on  the  Ohio  farm  until  1869, 
Stuart  N.  Hopkins  then  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Iowa,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
for  three  years.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
began  teaching,  anti  afterward  entered  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Kirksville,  Mo.,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1877.  Going 
then  to  Salina,  Iowa,  he  was  there  employed  as 
principal  of  a school,  and  subsequently  occupied 
a similar  position  in  Brookville,  Iowa.  In  the 
fall  of  1883  he  was  elected  county  superintend- 
ent of  the  schools  of  Jefferson  county,  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  was  re-elected  in  1885 
and  1887,  giving  him  a continuous  service  of 
six  years,  from  1884  until  1890.  During  the  lat- 
ter year  he  came  to  Oklahoma,  having  accepted 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  city  schools 
of  El  Reno,  an  office  that  he  filled  with  signal 
ability  and  success  until  1897,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Barnes  to  his  present  re- 
sponsible position  as  superintendent  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Oklahoma,  and  ex-officio  auditor. 
Since  assuming  this  office  he  has  resided  in 
Guthrie.  His  appointment,  in  October,  1897, 
was  to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term,  at  the  end  of 
which,  in  March,  1899,  he  was  reappointed  for 
the  ensuing  term  of  two  years  to  the  same  of- 
fice. He  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  duties  de- 
volving upon  him  in  this  capacity,  and  has 
greatly  improved  the  school  system  by  his  clas- 
sification of  pupils,  and  grading  of  the  studies 
in  the  schools,  making  the  work  more  uniform 
and  satisfactory.  He  has  been  a member,  and 
the  secretary,  of  the  Territorial  Board  of  Edu- 
cation since  May,  1894,  having  been  first  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Renfrow,  and  afterward 
reappointed.  Ilis  labors  as  a member  of  this 
board  have  been  productive  of  good  results.  He 
drew  up  the  plan  for  the  grading  of  the  territo- 
rial rural  schools,  a practical  plan  devised  by 
the  Territorial  Board  of  Education,  and  revised 
by  him  in  1899,  with  such  modifications  as  he 
found  advisable.  He  is  one  of  the  board  of 
regents  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Edmond, 
and  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  Alva,  being 
president  of  the  board,  and  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  regents  of  Langston  University,  and 
also  of  the  School  Land  Board  of  Oklahoma. 
He  is  a member,  and  the  secretary,  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Equalization  Board,  the  Railway  Assess- 
ing Board,  the  Grain  Inspecting  Board,  and  is 
president  of  the  Territorial  Board  of  Health. 

November  8,  1885,  in  Toledo,  Iowa,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins married  Miss  Kate  Doyle,  who  was  born 


in  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  a daughter  of  D.  Doyle,  a 
farmer  of  that  town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopkins 
have  two  children,  namely;  Oscar  Earl,  born  in 
1887,  and  Mariel  Irene,  born  in  1888.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Hopkins  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  El  Reno 
Lodge  No.  3,  A.  E.  & A.  M.;  of  Perfection 
Lodge,  Southern,  having  taken  the  eighteenth 
degree  of  Masonry,  being  now  a Scottish  Rite 
Mason.  He  is  connected  with  El  Reno  Lodge, 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  past  master;  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Maccabees.  He  was  a charter  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  El  Reno,  which  he 
has  served  as  elder. 


HON.  SIDNEY  CLARKE.  The  name  of 
Mr.  Clarke  is  intimately  associated  with 
many  of  the  enterprises  that  have  contrib- 
uted to  the  development  of  Oklahoma.  Chief 
among  these  is  the  St.  Louis  & Oklahoma  City 
Railroad,  extending  from  Oklahoma  City  to  Sa- 
pulpa,  in  the  Creek  Nation,  one  hundred  and 
eight  miles  distant.  As  a director  of  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Clarke  has  assisted  in  pushing  the 
great  enterprise  to.  completion.  When  the  proj- 
ect was  first  inaugurated,  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  work  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
drew  the  bill  that  passed  congress,  but  was  ve- 
toed by  the  president  in  1894.  He  also  drew  the 
second  bill,  which  became  a law  in  1895,  and 
under  which  the  road  was  built.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  legislative  acts  in  the  interests  ot 
Oklahoma,  he  has  been  a prominent  factor.  Plis 
years  of  experience  as  a member  of  congress, 
and  his  wide  acquaintance  with  members  both 
of  the  house  and  the  senate,  and  with  other  men 
of  national  prominence,  afford  him  especial  ad- 
vantages in  securing  legislation  in  behalf  of  this 
territory,  and  of  these  advantages  he  has  availed 
himself  to  the  utmost.  In  the  great  work  of 
opening  Oklahoma  for  settlement,  he  proved 
himself  a friend  of  the  settlers,  and  did  much  in 
their  behalf  through  his  public  speeches. 

Tracing  the  ancestry  of  Mr.  Clarke,  we  find 
that  he  descends  from  early  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land. His  grandfather  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionarv  army,  and  his  father  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  while  he  himself  proved  his  pa- 
triotism by  his  service  during  the  Civil  war.  lie 
was  born  in  Southbridge,  Mass.  From  the  age 
of  eighteen  until  twenty-three,  he  was  proprietor 
of  the  Southbridge  Press.  In  1859  he  went  to 
Lawrence,  Kans.,  and  at  once  became  identi- 
fied with  the  political  affairs  of  that  new  coun- 
try. So  closely  was  lie  allied  with  its  interests 
for  almost  twenty-five  years  that  a complete  his- 
tory of  his  life-work  would  be  a history  of  the 
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state.  In  1861  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature, 
where  he  served  with  ability,  winning  recogni- 
tion for  his  statesmanship  and  eloquence.  In 
1862  he  was  appointed,  by  President  Lincoln,  as- 
sistant adjutant-general  of  volunteers.  He 
served  as  provost  marshal-general  and  superin- 
tendent of  volunteer  recruiting  service  for  the 
district  of  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Colorado  and  Da- 
kota, with  headquarters  at  Leavenworth,  Kans. 
In  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  this  office 
he  was  recognized  as  an  efficient  and  popular 
officer.  To  a marked  degree  he  enjoyed  the 
friendship  of  President  Lincoln.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  congressional  committee  that 
accompanied  the  remains  of  the  martyred  presi- 
dent to  their  resting  place  in  Springfield,  111. 

In  the  summer  of  1864  Mr.  Clarke  canvassed 
Kansas  in  behalf  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  No- 
vember of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  con- 
gress from  the  state  at  large,  being  the  youngest 
member  of  the  Thirty-ninth  congress.  I11  1866 
and  again  in  1868  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office. 
In  1870  he  was  again  before  the  Republican 
state  convention,  but,  owing  to  his  champion- 
ship of  the  rights  of  the  early  settlers  on  the 
Osage  Indian  lands,  he  was  defeated  by  the  cor- 
porations that  used  a large  amount  of  money  to 
accomplish  that  end.  In  the  winter  of  1871  he 
was  a candidate  for  the  United  States  senate, 
but  the  same  influences  brought  about  his  de- 
feat. In  1878  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legis- 
lature from  Lawrence  and  was  chosen  speaker  of 
the  house.  From  December,  1885,  up  to  the 
close  of  the  Fiftieth  congress  he  labored  at 
Washington  to  secure  Oklahoma  legislation, 
urging  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee on  territories,  and  with  senators  and  the 
press.  As  the  session  of  1889  was  closing,  he 
assisted  in  drafting  the  amendment  to  the  In- 
dian appropriation  bill  which  opened  Oklahoma 
to  settlement.  In  April,  1889,  he  moved  from 
Lawrence  to  Oklahoma  City,  which  he  believed 
then,  and  still  believes,  is  destined  to  be  the 
commercial  center  of  the  prospective  state  of 
Oklahoma. 

Among  the  measures  to  benefit  this  territory 
which  Mr.  Clarke  originated  may  be  mentioned 
the  bill  donating  the  military  reservation  to 
Oklahoma  City  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  public 
schools;  the  bill  for  the  right  of  way  for  the 
St.  Louis  and  Oklahoma  City  Railroad,  previ- 
ously mentioned;  and  the  bill  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  Cherokee  strip.  He  is  the  chairman  of 
the  statehood  executive  committee,  and  an  ar- 
dent advocate  of  the  early  admission  of  the  terri- 
tory as  a state.  In  1898  he  was  elected,  on  the 
fusion  ticket,  a member  of  the  territorial  council 
from  Oklahoma  County,  and  in  that  body  he 
was  recognized  as  the  leader  of  the  opposition 
to  the  Republican  party.  In  1900  he  was  again 
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elected  on  the  same  ticket  to  the  territorial 
council. 

From  this  sketch,  it  is  seen  that  Mr.  Clarke 
has  always  been  interested  in  politics,  state  and 
national.  Possessing  more  than  ordinary  gifts 
as  an  orator,  his  influence  in  the  sphere  of  poli- 
tics has  naturally  been  large.  Though  not  an 
office-seeker  in  the  usual  meaning  of  that  term, 
he  has  ever  been  ready  to  serve  the  people  in 
any  capacity  they  desired,  and  in  every  position 
it  has  been  his  aim  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  The  wise  laws  framed  by  his 
hand  and  carried  through  the  legislature  by  his 
energy,  bespeak  his  interest  in  worthy  projects. 
As  a man  who  is  steadfast  in  adherence  to  prin- 
ciples he  believes  to  be  right;  as  an  orator  of 
acknowledged  power;  and  as  a progressive  citi- 
zen, he  deservedly  stands  high  in  the  territory 
to  whose  progress  and  development  so  much  of 
his  life  has  been  devoted. 

Mr.  Clarke  resides  with  his  family,  consisting 
of  his  wife  and  two  children,  in  a beautiful  resi- 
dence at  Oklahoma  City.  His  private  library  is 
said  to  be  the  most  extensive  in  Oklahoma. 


JB.  BEADLES.  In  the  list  of  energetic  and 
. resourceful  men  who  were  attracted  to 
Oklahoma  on  the  day  of  its  opening  to 
settlement,  especial  mention  belongs  to  j.  B. 
Beadles,  of  Guthrie.  Shipping  a stock  of  goods 
to  this  city  June  18,  1889,  he  placed  them  in 
a building  he  had  erected  for  that  purpose,  and 
at  once  embarked  in  the  shoe  trade,  meantime 
conducting  other  stores  at  Jacksonville  and' 
Litchfield,  Ilk,  and  Yates  Center,  Kans.  For 
some  years  he  continued  in  the  business,  build- 
ing up  a large  and  profitable  trade.  However, 
in  1893  he  closed  out  the  store,  and,  with  his 
son,  turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness. At  this  writing  he  is  a large  holder  of 
real  estate,  also  bonds  and  warrants  of  town- 
ship, county  and  city. 

At  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  Cherokee 
strip  in  1893,  Mr.  Beadles  started  a ranch  eight 
miles  southwest  of  Perry,  on  the  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
road, near  Asp  Station,  and  he  now  owns  two 
thousand  acres  of  valuable  land  there.  For  some 
years  he  has  made  a specialty  of  raising  high- 
grade  stock,  and  owns  a large  herd  of  valuable 
Shorthorn  cattle.  While  giving  considerable 
attention  to  the  management  of  this  propertv, 
he  has  other  interests  that  receive  deserved 
consideration.  Among  the  valuable  properties 
that  he  owns  should  be  mentioned  the  J.  B. 
Beadles  block  on  Oklahoma  avenue,  Guthrie, 
which  is  a substantial  building,  with  a frontage 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet. 

The  Beadles  family  came  to  America  from 
Wales  and  settled  in  Virginia,  thence  migrating 
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to  Kentucky.  Berrimond  Beadles,  grandfather 
of  J.  B.  Beadles,  was  born  in  Georgetown,  Ky., 
but  in  early  life  settled  in  Callaway  county,  Mo., 
where  his  son,  Thomas  G.,  was  born.  When  the 
latter  was  eight  years  of  age  the  family,  in  1828, 
moved  to  Scott  county,  111.,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  five  miles  west  of  Winchester  in  the  midst 
of  a thickly  wooded  forest  and  near  a group  of 
fine  springs.  The  father  finally  removed  to 
another  farm  near  Winchester,  and  from  there  to 
Morgan  county,  111.,  dying  in  'Murrayville, 
February  14,  1S85.  In  religion  he  was  an  earn- 
est Methodist.  Interested  in  local  affairs,  he 
served  efficiently  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  of  Scott  county.  Pie  married 
Margaret  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Scotland  in 
1810,  and  came  to  this  country  with  her  father, 
Samuel  Clark,  settling  first  in  Virginia,  and 
thence,  in  1837,  moving  to  Jacksonville,  111.  She 
died  in  1854,  and  of  her  children  our  subject 
alone  survives.  After  her  death  Mr.  Beadles 
married  Elenora  P.  Penton. 

Near  Winchester,  Scott  county,  111.,  J.  B. 
Beadles  was  born  November  27,  1841.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
school  of  his  neighborhood,  and  afterward  in 
the  Winchester  high  school  and  he  later  spent 
two  years  in  the  Illinois  Normal  School  at  Nor- 
mal. Meantime  he  had  taught  school  in  Scott 
county.  June  4,  1864,  he  opened  a general  mer- 
cantile store  at  Murrayville,  111.,  where  he  carried 
on  business  until  1879,  and  at  the  same  time 
dealt  largely  in  stock,  shipping  to  the  principal 
cities.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  bank  at 
Murrayville  he  was  chosen  its  president,  and 
filled  the  responsible  position  with  credit  to  him- 
self. During  1879  he  opened  a boot  and  shoe 
store  at  Jacksonville,  111.,  afterward  embarking 
in  a wholesale  business,  but  in  1895  disposed  of 
his  stock  in  that  city.  Meantime  he  had  opened 
stores  at  other  points,  and  his  interests  were 
large  and  important  at  the  time  he  removed  to 
Oklahoma.  A man  of  sterling  business  quali- 
ties, he  is  justly  held  to  be  one  of  Guthrie’s 
most  influential  and  enterprising  citizens,  and  his 
prominence  is  the  deserved  result  of  his  success 
and  abilities. 

Politically  Mr.  Beadles  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  Prominent  in  Ma- 
sonry, he  was  for  ten  years  master  of  Lodge  No. 
432,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Murrayville,  111.  lie  took 
the  chapter  degree  at  Jacksonville,  111,,  and  was 
for  a time  high  priest  of  Jacksonville  Chapter 
No.  3,  R.  A.  M.  In  the  same  city  lie  took  the 
commandery  degree.  He  now  belongs  to  the 
lodge  at  Guthrie. 

At  Murrayville,  111.,  Mr.  Beadles  married  Miss 
Jeannette  Cunningham,  a native  of  Morgan 
county,  111.,  and  a daughter  of  Alexander  Cun- 
ningham, who  came  from  Scotland  and  engaged 


in  farming  near  Murrayville.  Mrs.  Beadles  died 
in  1872.  Of  her  children  we  note  the  following: 
Walter,  who  died  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  December 
5,  1S92,  was  a young  man  of  great  promise,  a 
graduate  of  Illinois  College,  and  class  of  1892, 
Columbia  Law  School,  of  New  York  City;  Ella 
and  Howard  died  in  infancy;  and  Louis  N.  is 
connected  with  his  father  in  business.  The  last- 
named  is  a prominent  and  rising  young  business, 
man  and  has  many  warm  friends  in  Guthrie. 
In  Illinois  he  married  Miss  Lillie  Mathews,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Walter  and  Janet. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Beadles  took 
place  in  Manchester,  111.,  and  united  him  with 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Murray,  who  received  her  early 
education  in  Scott  county  and  completed  her 
studies  in  the  famous  Rose  Hill  Seminary  at 
Portsmouth,  Ohio.  She  is  a daughter  of  John 
Murray,  a native  of  Scotland,  and  a farmer  of 
Morgan  county,  111.,  where  she  was  born  and 
reared. 


GEN.  BERT  C.  ORNER,  a prominent  rep- 
resentative of  the  younger  generation  of 
Oklahoma’s  public  men,  who  has  dis- 
played exceptional  ability  in  various  lines,  is  now 
adjutant-general  of  the  territory,  being  probably 
the  youngest  officer  of  that  rank  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Orner  was  born  in  Joplin,  Mo.,  July  17, 
1875,  and  is  a son  of  J.  C.  and  Ida  (Shephard) 
Orner.  He  is  of  German  descent.  J.  C.  Orner 
was  born  in  Indiana,  and  at  an  early  day  settled 
in  Joplin,  Mo.,  where  he  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a pharmacist,  conducting  a drug  store 
there  until  about  1877.  Later  he  resided  suc- 
cessively in  Medicine  Lodge,  Topeka,  Salina, 
and  Garden  City,  Ivans.  In  1889,  at  the  opening 
of  Oklahoma,  he  located  at  Guthrie  and  became 
assistant  secretary  of  the  territory  under  Secre- 
tary Martin,  holding  the  office  until  1893,  when 
there  was  a change  of  administration.  Since 
then  he  has  been  living  in  retirement.  His  wife 
was  born  in  New  York  state,  and  they  are 
parents  of  four  children. 

Bert  C.  Orner,  the  second  child  born  to  his 
parents,  was  reared  in  Kansas  and  attended  the 
public  schools  at  Topeka.  In  1885  he  was  ap- 
pointed page  in  the  house  of  representatives  at 
Topeka,  and  served  during  the  sessions  of  1SS5 
and  1887,  and  during  the  special  session  of  1SS6. 
In  1889  he  was  appointed  page  in  the  senate  at 
Topeka.  He  removed  to  Oklahoma  in  1890. 
Accepting  an  appointment  as  stenographer  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  territory,  he 
continued  as  such  until  1893.  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed enrolling  clerk  for  the  council  of  the 
territory.  He  next  clerked  in  a clothing  store 
for  eighteen  months,  and  then  became  a sten- 
ographer in  the  office  of  Fred  Elkins,  attorney. 
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July  14,  1897,  he  was  appointed  chief  clerk  in 
the  office  of  the  adjutant-general  of  Oklahoma. 
In  1894  he  joined  the  Territorial  Militia  as  a 
musician  of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  N.  G., 
for  three  years,  and  upon  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service  he  re-enlisted.  January  31,  1898, 
he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany A,  by  the  governor,  and  in  March,  1898, 
was  appointed  second  lieutenant  and  acting  ad- 
jutant-general of  Oklahoma.  Fie  served  in  the 
latter  office  until  March  17,  1899,  when  Harry 
Barnes  returned  from  the  volunteer  army  and 
was  appointed  adjutant-general.  Air.  Orner  then 
became  deputy  bank  examiner  under  Air.  Pugh, 
but  on  August  4,  1899,  was  appointed  adjutant- 
general  to  succeed  Harry  Barnes,  who  resigned 
to  become  a lieutenant  in  the  volunteer  army. 
Mr.  Orner  has  the  rank  of  brigadier-general 
and  is  chief  of  the  governor’s  staff. 

Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Society  of  Elks.  Fie  is  connected 
with  the  Guthrie  Commercial  Club  and  was 
formerly  secretary  of  the  Guthrie  Athletic  Club. 
In  politics  he  has  been  an  active  Republican 
since  boyhood.  Religiously,  he  is  an  Episco- 
palian. 


HON.  JOHN  W.  SCOTHORN  has  gained 
considerable  distinction  and  prominence  as 
a member  of  the  Oklahoma  bar,  as  his 
legal  ability  placed  him  among  the  foremost  of 
his  profession,  and  throughout  the  territory  he 
is  known  as  a man  of  the  highest  sense  of  public 
and  personal  honor.  He  is  at  present  the  first 
assistant  United  States  attorney  of  the  territory 
of  Oklahoma,  with  headquarters  in  Guthrie, 
where  he  resides  with  his  family,  and  where  he  is 
esteemed  as  a loyal,  public-spirited  and  repre- 
sentative citizen.  Fie  was  born  March  22,  1855, 
near  McArthur,  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  William 
J.  and  Lydia  Scothorn. 

William  J.  Scothorn  was  born  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  Scothorn,  who  is  a 
native  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  was  of 
Scotch  and  Irish  extraction.  He  was  left  an 
orphan  when  a mere  lad  and  after  drifting  about 
settled  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  For  many  years  William 
J.  Scothorn  followed  his  trade  as  a carpenter,  and 
about  1852  located  near  McArthur,  Ohio,  where 
he  carried  on  farming.  Returning  in  1859  to 
Pittsburg,  he  engaged  in  boat  building,  until 
after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  Fie  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Long,  a native  of 
Washington  county.  Pa.,  and  a daughter  of 
George  Long,  who  was  also  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  a descendant  of  sturdy  German 


ancestry.  Her  father  settled  in  Vinton  county, 
Ohio,  near  McArthur,  in  later  years,  and  there 
spent  his  remaining  days.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Scot- 
horn were  the  parents  of  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  which  seven  sons  and  one  daughter 
are  still  living,  named  as  follows:  William  G., 
who  lives  in  Iowa;  John  W. ; Martha  E.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  John  A.  Hall,  and  lives  in  Aliamis- 
burg,  Ohio;  Verdell,  living  in  Iowa;  Albert  J., 
of  Ross  county,  Ohio;  Milton  E.,  a resident 
of  Logan  county,  Okla.;  Isaac  N.  and  Robert 
J.,  who  reside  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 

In  the  schools  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Scothorn  received  his 
education.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching  school  in  Jackson  county,  and  after- 
ward taught  in  Vinton  county,  Ohio.  He  read 
law  in  the  office  of  Judge  William  J.  Rannells, 
of  McArthur,  Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio,  Alay  5,  1880.  Fie 
first  practiced  his  chosen  profession  at  Hamden, 
Ohio,  and  soon  became  prominent  among  the 
leading  attorneys  of  the  Vinton  and  Jackson 
county  bars,  and  in  1882  the  citizens  of  Hamden 
honored  him  by  electing  him  mayor  of  the  town. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  for  about  one  year, 
when  he  resigned. 

In  1883  Mr.  Scothorn  moved  to  Wellston, 
Jackson  county,  Ohio,  and  formed  a partnership 
with  the  late  Hon.  H.  S.  Bundy,  an  ex-congress- 
man, and  the  father-in-law  of  United  States 
Senator  J.  B.  Foraker.  When  Air.  Foraker  was 
elected  governor  of  Ohio  in  1885,  Air.  Scothorn 
was  appointed  to  a position  in  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral’s office,  where  he  remained  during  Air. 
Foraker’s  two  terms  as  governor.  In  April, 
1890,  he  was  appointed  special  agent  of  the  gen- 
eral land  office,  by  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
John  W.  Noble,  and  was  stationed  at  Guthrie, 
continuing  in  that  position  until  April,  1893.  In 
December,  1890,  Mr.  AToble  assigned  him  to 
assist  the  L'nited  States  attorney  of  Oklahoma 
in  the  investigation  and  prosecution  of  a number 
of  perjury  cases  growing  out  of  land  contests  in 
the  territory.  He  was  engaged  in  this  work 
until  1893,  when  he  was  relieved  on  account  of 
a change  of  administration. 

After  his  term  of  office  as  special  agent,  he 
formed  a law  partnership  with  Homer  C.  jones 
and  Ernest  W.  Jones,  father  and  son.  They  had 
two  offices,  one  at  Guthrie,  over  which  Homer 
C.  Jones  presided,  and  one  at  Perry,  where  ATr. 
Scothorn  and  Ernest  W.  Jones  were  stationed. 
In  the  fall  of  1893  Homer  C.  Jones  was  ap- 
pointed a member  of  the  Town  Site  Board  of 
Alva,  and  while  there  died  in  the  spring  of  1804. 
Air.  Jones  was  an  assistant  attorney  of  the  de- 
partment of  the  interior  at  Washington,  during 
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President  Harrison’s  administration.  After  the 
death  of  Homer  C.  Jones,  Mr.  Scothorn  and 
Ernest  W.  Jones  continued  the  partnership  until 
1895,  when  our  subject  returned  to  Guthrie,  and 
afterward  formed  a partnership  with  Judge  L. 
L.  Bridges,  who  is  now  assistant  attorney  of 
the  department  of  the  interior  at  Washington, 
D.  C., .and  who  held  a similar  position  during 
President  Harrison’s  administration.  When  Air. 
Bridges  was  appointed  to  his  present  position 
in  1898,  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  in 
the  month  of  February,  1S98,  Mr.  Scothorn  was 
appointed  second  assistant  United  States  at- 
torney of  the  territory  of  Oklahoma  by  At- 
torney-General Griggs.  In  the  March  following, 
he  was  appointed  first  assistant  United -States 
attorney,  and  November  18,  1899,  he  was  made 
United  States  attorney  by  the  supreme  court  of 
the  territory,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Hon.  S.  L.  Overstreet,  and  upon  the 
appointment  of  Hon.  Horace  Speed  as  United 
States  attorney  Mr.  Scothorn  was  again  ap- 
pointed first  assistant. 

Mr.  Scothorn  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ivy  Dye,  May  8,  1878.  Aliss  Dye  is  a 
native  of  Hamden,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of 
John  M.  and  Rebecca  Dye,  both  of  whom  are 
descendants  of  old  Virginia  families.  Two  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  home  of  this  union;  Nellie 
B.  and  William  Frederick. 

Mr.  Scothorn  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
education  of  the  city  of  Guthrie,  being  at  first 
appointed  and  afterward  elected,  but  resigned 
that  position  upon  his  appointment  as  assistant 
United  States  attorney.  He  is  a member  of 
Junia  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Guthrie. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Territorial  Bar  Associa- 
tion, and  also  of  the  Logan  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation. In  politics  he  is  an  uncompromising 
Republican. 


MELANCTHON  COLLINS  HART.  Since 
the  first  day  of  Oklahoma's  general  settle- 
ment M.  C.  Hart  has  been  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  her  upbuilding,  and  has  been  un- 
swerving in  his  belief  that  a great  anti  influential 
state  will  be  developed  here  within  a remarkably 
short  period.  Appointed  to  his  present  respon- 
sible position,  that  of  clerk  of  the  district  court 
of  the  first  judicial  district  of  Oklahoma,  em- 
bracing the  counties  of  Logan.  Lincoln,  Payne 
and  Woodward,  Mr.  Hart  is  in  the  third  year 
of  his  service  in  this  capacity,  and  is  making  a 
splendid  record.  Popular  as  he  is  in  legal  and 
political  circles,  he  is  equally  well  esteemed  by 
the  agricultural  class,  with  whom  his  lot  has 
been  cast  for  a number  of  years. 


As  is  generally  known,  the  Harts  were  one  of 
the  old  New  England  families  from  a remote 
period,  and  for  several  generations  dwelt  in 
Connecticut.  Capt.  Joseph  Chauncey  Hart, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  that  state,  and 
in  his  early  manhood  was  the  captain  of  fine 
steamboats  plying  Long  Island  Sound.  In  1840 
he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  occupied  in  the 
quiet,  peaceful  pursuits  of  the  farmer  until  his 
labors  were  ended  by  his  summons  to  his  reward. 
Loyal  to  the  Democratic  party  until  shortly 
before  the  Civil  war,  he  then  became  as  firm  an 
adherent  of  the  new  Republican  party.  Frater- 
nally he  was  a Mason  and  religiously  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  M.  C.  Hart,  was  Rosanna 
Goff  in  her  maidenhood,  and  her  father,  Capt. 
Silas  Goff,  was  a captain  on  ships  that  sailed 
the  high  seas.  He  was  a Massachusetts  man, 
and  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he 
died.  Airs.  Hart  also  was  a native  of  the  Bay 
state,  and  in  1880.  when  she  was  called  to  the 
silent  land,  she  was  in  her  seventy-fifth  year. 

M.  C.  Hart,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  December  15,  1846,  was  next 
to  the  youngest  of  thirteen  children.  The  eldest, 
Sarah,  died  when  young;  Mrs.  Ann  J.  Pierce 
died  in  Ohio  in  1898,  and  Joseph  C.,  of  South- 
ington, same  state,  also  departed  this  life  during 
that  year.  Adelbert,  a young  hero  of  the  Civil 
war  (and  the  next  elder  brother  of  our  subject) 
died  from  the  effects  of  his  eighteen  months 
captivity  at  Andersonville  prison.  He  had  en- 
listed in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, and  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  Clinton,  another  brother,  served  in  the 
Nineteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  Velorous  was  a 
member  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  served 
throughout  the  war.  Hiram,  John,  Ambrose 
and  Velorous  are  business  men  of  Warren,  Ohio. 
Arlington  M.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  a 
lawyer  by  profession,  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
May  5,  1876. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  upon 
the  parental  farm,  where  he  thoroughly  learned 
the  lessons  which  have  been  the  basis  of  his 
success  as  an  agriculturist.  He  left  his  studies 
while  attending  Western  Reserve  Academy 
(since  risen  to  the  dignity  of  “college”)  in  order 
to  join  the  army,  thus  following  the  patriotic 
example  of  his  three  next  older  brothers.  Be- 
coming a private  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-first  Ohio  Infantry,  he  was  mustered 
in  at  Warren,  Ohio,  and  was  sent  to  Kentucky. 
In  an  engagement  at  Cynthiana,  that  state, 
where  eight  hundred  Federals  were  opposed  by 
six  thousand  soldiers  under  the  leadership  of 
General  Morgan,  he  was  captured.  Being  re- 
leased upon  parole,  he  completed  his  arntv  life 
at  Johnson’s  Island,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
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Vmdusky,  Ohio,  in  1864,  six  months  from  the 
,l;ite  of  his  enlistment. 

The  following  year  Mr.  Hart  was  employed 
a>  an  express  messenger  on-the  Atlantic  & Great 
Western  Railroad,  his  run  being  between  Akron, 
( )hio,  and  Salamanca,  X.  Y.  Returning  to  his 
college  work,  he  devoted  several  years  to  prepar- 
ation for  life's  serious  duties.  Leaving  school 
in  his  sophomore  year  at  Allegheny  College, 
at  Meadville,  Pa.,  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Hutchins,  Glidden  & Stull,  of  Warren,  Ohio. 
President  McKinley  had  previous  to  this  made 
a study  of  the  law  with  Charles  E.  Glidden,  at 
Poland,  Ohio,  and  was  later  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  W arren,  Ohio,  at  which  place  C.  E.  Glidden 
was  elected  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  ninth  judicial  district  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years. 

In  1871  Mr.  Idart  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Warren,  Ohio;  he  opened  an  office  at  Hubbard, 
Ohio,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  general  prac- 
tice there  until  elected  to  the  position  of  clerk 
of  the  courts  of  Trumbull  county,  ninth  judicial 
district  of  Ohio.  That  he  was  popular  with  the 
public  was  shown  by  his  re-elec-tion  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term,  and  thus  his  experience  as 
clerk  covered  a period  of  six  years.  In  1880  he 
settled  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  there  suc- 
cessfully occupied  in  the  practice  of  the  law  for 
ten  years. 

On  the  22nd  of  April,  1889,  Mr.  Hart  came 
into  Oklahoma  territory,  and.  locating  a farm 
in  Logan  county,  about  a mile  and  a half  from 
the  town  of ‘Seward,  was  engaged  there  in  the 
cultivation  of  land,  and  dealt  in  live  stock  to 
some  extent,  until  appointed  by  Judge  Burford, 
March  5,  1898,  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  courts 
of  the  first  judicial  district  of  Oklahoma.  Air. 
Hart  entered  upon  his  duties  March  12,  1898. 
Associated  with  Governor  Barnes  and  Secretary 
Jenkins,  he  has  the  additional  duty  of  looking 
over  and  recommending  the  appointments  of 
postmasters  throughout  this  territory,  as  post- 
office  referee.  He  is  a regularly  admitted  member 
of  the  Logan  county  bar,  and  at  some  future  time 
may  again  turn  his  attention  to  the  practice  of 
the  law. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Hart  is  an  uncompro- 
mising Republican.  He  is  a personal  friend  of 
President  McKinley,  and  formerly  was  a resident 
of  the  president’s  own  county.  Fraternally,  he 
was  identified  with  the  Forest  City  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  initiated  into 
the  Masonic  order  in  Warren,  Ohio,  there  taking 
the  Roval  Arch  degree. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hart  and  Miss  Mary  E. 
Camp  was  solemnized  in  Akron,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1873.  She  was  born  in  Mercer  county. 
Pa.,  and  is  a daughter  of  George  W.  and  rrimili 
(Stokely)  Camp.  The  father,  who  is  living  in 


Guthrie,  is  of  German  descent,  and  in  former 
years  was  a merchant  of  Akron.  The  mother 
"departed  this  life  January  9,  1892. 


COL.  D.  F.  STILES,  who  attained  distinctive 
preferment  in  military  circles,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  Oklahoma  City,  w-as  born  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia June  5,  1841,  belonging  to  an  old  colonial 
family  of  English  origin.  Early  in  the  seven- 
teenth century  three  brothers  of  this  name 
founded  Stamford,  Conn.  His  grandfather, 
Israel  Stiles,  'was  born  in  Massachusetts,  but, 
during  the  persecution  of  the  Baptists  m New 
England,  went  to  Nova  Scotia.  Pie  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  a farmer  and  lum- 
berman by  occupation. 

John  Stiles,  the  Colonel’s  father,  was  a native 
of  Nova  Scotia.  In  early  life  he  was  engaged  in 
the  newspaper  business  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  in 
i860  removed  from  there  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
where  he  started  the  Washington  Daily  Chron- 
icle, with  John  W.  Forney.  Later  he  was  con- 
nected with  different  papers  in  that  city,  and  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  was  identified  with  the  sanitary 
commission.  While  at  the  front  he  was  cap- 
tured and  spent  several  months  in  Libby  prison 
before  being  released.  He  married  Sarah  Fraser, 
also  a native  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  a daughter  of 
Donald  Fraser,  w ho  was  of  Scotch  descent  and  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  belief.  Both  parents  of 
our  subject  died  in  Washington.  Of  their  five 
children  only  Mrs.  E.  L.  Wall,  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  is  nowr  living.  The  others  wrere  Col.  D.  F. 
Stiles;  Valentine,  wdio  was  in  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department  during  the  Civil  war,  and  later 
was  an  attorney  of  Washington;  Charles  Cal- 
ender, of  the  same  city;  and  Joseph,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

During  his  infancy  Colonel  Stiles  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  twenty  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  entered  upon  his  military  career  as  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  troops,  and  was  commissioned 
lieutenant,  but  commanded  his  regiment  most  of 
the  time.  By  authority  of  the  war  department  he 
raised  the  first  United  States  colored  troops,  and 
was  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  First 
United  States  Colored  Volunteers,  but  resigned 
and  entered  the  Second  District  of  Columbia 
Volunteers.  With  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  he 
participated  in  all  of  the  engagements  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Colonel  Stiles  was 
commissioned  lieutenant  in  the  regular  armv, 
and  assigned  to  the  Twenty-sixth  United  States 
Infantry,  but  was  later  transferred  to  the  Tenth 
Infantry.  He  and  General  Lawton  were  lieu- 
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tenants  together  and  were  bosom  friends  in  those 
days.  Colonel  Stiles  was  stationed  at  a dozen 
different  forts  in  Texas,  and  was  in  various  In- 
dian campaigns  for  twelve  years,  being  stationed 
at  Fort  Clarke  a part  of  the  time.  The  following 
five  years  were  spent  at  Fort  Porter,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  from  there  he  wras  sent  to  Fort  Craw- 
ford, Colo.,  where  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain 
and  was  stationed  there  for  five  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  was  ordered  to  Oklahoma, 
and  went  to  Fort  Lyon  to  make  all  needed  prep- 
arations for  the  opening  of  the  territory. 

Colonel  Stiles  arrived  at  the  present  site  of 
Oklahoma  City  April  19,  1889,  coming  by  train. 
The  place  at  that  time  contained  only  a railroad 
depot,  a stage  stand,  and  a government  store- 
house, where  stores  were  kept  before  hauling 
them  to  the  forts.  The  Springer  bill  provided  for 
the  opening  of  town  sites  by  the  government,  and 
an  appropriation  bill  for  the  opening  up  of  the 
country  to  homesteaders  was  finally  added.  The 
Fifth  United  States  Cavalry  had  been  here  for 
five  years,  in  order  to  keep  out  boomers,  and  the 
colonel,  with  his  command,  was  sent  here  just 
as  it  was  being  opened  up  for  settlement,  in  or- 
der to  keep  peace.  He  camped  on  the  present 
site  of  the  high  school  building.  It  was  with 
mucn  difficulty  that  he  preserved  peace  and  kept 
out  all  intoxicating  liquors,  but  those  from 
Kansas  said  that  they  had  never  seen  absolute 
prohibition  until  they  came  here.  Six  parties 
contested  for  the  town  site,  but  only  two  were 
successful.  Colonel  Stiles  had  much  trouble 
with  these,  and  also  with  the  whiskey  peddlers 
and  gamblers.  At  times  it  seemed  almost  im- 
possible to  prevent  bloodshed.  He  was  ap- 
pointed provost  marshal  of  the  district,  and  held 
that  position  until  the  civil  government  was  es- 
tablished. During  the  excitement,  Major-Gen- 
eral Merritt  arrived  in  a private  car  and 
spent  ten  days  here.  The  21st  of  September, 
1889,  proved  a very  trying  day  to  the  troops. 
Colonel  Stiles  remained  in  charge  of  the  troops 
here  until  1892,  when  he  was  relieved  and  sent  to 
Fort  Reno.  He  then  applied  for  a leave  of  ab- 
sence, ■’dnd  for  retirement  in  1S93,  after  over 
thirty  years  of  active  and  faithful  service. 

I11  Austin,  Tex.,  Colonel  Stiles  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Isl iss  Margaret  Webb,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Bell  and  Mar- 
garet (Andrew)  Webb,  both  natives  of  Belfast, 
Ireland.  The  father  was  related  to  the  Webb 
family,  who- are  shipbuilders  of  New  York  City. 
Soon  after  their  marriage  her  parents  came  to 
America,  and  located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
her  father  was  engaged  in  the  stationery  busi- 
ness. He  was  lost  at  sea  while  returning  to  Ire- 
land on  a visit.  His  wife  died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
He  was  a Quaker  bv  birthright,  but  both  held 
membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 


Colonel  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  two 
sons,  Charles  W.  and  George  L.,  prominent  and 
successful  young  business  men  of  Oklahoma 
City,  who  have  a large  wholesale  and  retail  trade 
as  owners  of  the  Oklahoma  Floral  Company. 

In  1893  Colonel  Stiles  returned  to  Oklahoma, 
and,  in  company  with  James  Geary,  laid  out  the 
Maywood  addition,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  to  the  city.  Their  right  to  the  property 
was  contested  for  four  years,  but  was  finally  set- 
tled. They  set  off  a few  acres  for  Circle  Park, 
which  has  become  quite  an  ornament  to  the  city. 
In  1899  ahout  one  hundred  and  fifty  houses  were 
built  in  Maywood,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  residence  portions  of  the  city.  The 
Colonel  organized  the  Oklahoma  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  was  president  until  going  to  Ponca 
in  1893.  There  he  homesteaded  a quarter  sec- 
tion of  land,  which  he  later  sold.  After  arranging 
his  affairs  in  Ponca  he  returned  to  Oklahoma 
City,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
September  11,  1900.  While  president  of  the 
bank  he  built  the  Masonic  Temple,  which  is  the 
finest  business  block  in  the  city.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  company  which  secured  the  building 
of  the  Choctaw  Railroad,  and  raised  $20,000  for 
the  right  of  way. 

Colonel  Stiles  was  the  first  colonel  of  the  Okla- 
homa National  Guard  appointed  under  Governor 
Renfrow;  and  was  also  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
New  York  National  Guard  under  Governor 
Cleveland.  He  was  also  commandant  at  the 
Mount  Barbara  Military  Academy  of  Salina, 
Kans.,  where  he  organized  the  military  depart- 
ment and  was  a member  of  its  faculty.  This  is 
a cavalry  school,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  military 
institutions  in  the  west.  In  this  academy  the 
Colonel  felt  a just  pride.  Progressive  and  pub- 
lic-spirited, he  took  a very  active  and  prominent 
part  in  trying  to  secure  the  admission  of  Okla- 
homa as  a state  in  the  near  future,  and  he  gave 
his  support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  believed 
would  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  City  Club,  of  which  he  was  president 
and  director,  and  was  an  honored  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  was  made  a 
Mason  in  B.  B.  French  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
of  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  which  he  held  a mem- 
bership at  his  death,  and  also  belonged  to 
Oklahoma  Chapter  No.  7,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Okla- 
homa Commandery  No.  2,  K.  T.,  of  which  he 
was  captain-general.  In  politics  he  was  an  ar- 
dent Republican,  and  took  a commendable  inter- 
est in  public  affairs.  With  his  wife  he  was  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  in  which  he  served  as  trustee.  Mrs. 
Stiles  is  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  who 
presides  with  gracious  dignity  over  her  home. 

Without  doubt  Colonel  Stiles  was  the  most 
striking  and  commanding  figure  in  Oklahoma 


■ 1 


' 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


29 


City.  He  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
Ilis  loyalty  to  his  friends  and  the  city  of 
lu's  adoption  was  one  of  the  remarkable 
traits  of  this  remarkable  man.  His  loyalty 
to  his  political  party  was  worthy  of  the  high- 
est praise,  and  his  devotion  to  the  military 
service  of  our  country  was  not  surpassed  by  any 
other  record.  Plis  sudden  death  was  a shock  to 
his  fellow-citizens,  and  most  of  all  to  his  in- 
timate friend,  James  Geary,  whose  relation  to 
him  was  as  that  of  Damon  to  Pythias.  In  grate- 
ful remembrance  of  his  valuable  services  as  a 
soldier  and  citizen,  the  people  of  Oklahoma  City 
mourned  his  death,  and,  by  their  affection  for 
him,  will  keep  his  memory  green  for  another 
generation  to  come. 

This  sketch  of  an  active  and  useful  life  cannot 
be  more  appropriately  closed  than  by  quoting 
from  Richard  Harding  Davis  in  his  work,  “The 
West  from  a Car  Window:”  “It  is  impossible, 
in  considering  the  founding  of  Oklahoma,  to 
overrate  the  services  of  Captain  Stiles.  Seldom 
has  the  case  of  the  right  man  in  the  right  place 
been  so  happily  demonstrated.  He  was  particu- 
larly fitted  for  the  work,  although  I doubt  if  the 
government  knew  of  it  before  he  was  sent  there, 
so  apt  is  it  to  get  the  square  peg  in  the  round 
hole,  unless  the  square  peg's  uncle  is  a senator. 
But  Captain  Stiles,  when  he  was  a lieutenant, 
had  ruled  at  Waco,  Tex.,  during  the  reconstruc- 
tion period,  and  the  questions  and  difficulties 
that  arose  after  the  war  in  that  raw  country  fitted 
him  to  deal  with  similar  ones  in  the  construction 
of  Oklahoma.  He  was  intensely  unpopular  with 
the  worst  element  of  Oklahoma,  and  the  better 
element  call  him  blessed,  and  have  presented  him 
with  a $300  gold  cane. 

“This  is  the  way  public  sentiment  should  be 
adjusted.  Personal  bravery  had  as  much  to  do 
with  his  success  as  the  readiness  with  which  he 
met  the  difficulties  he  had  to  solve  at  a moment’s 
consideration.  Several  times  he  walked  up  to 
the  muzzles  of  revolvers,  with  which  desperadoes 
covered  him,  aiTd  wrenched  them  out  of  the  own- 
ers’ hands.  He  never  interfered  between  the 
people  and  the  civil  law,  and  resisted  the  temp- 
tation of  misusing  his  authority  in  a situation 
where  a weaker  man  would  have  lost  his  head 
and  abused  his  power.  He  was  constantly  ap- 
pealed to,  to  settle  disputes,  and  his  invariable 
answer  was:  ‘I  am  not  here  to  decide  which  of 
you  owns  that  lot,  but  to  keep  peace  between 
you  until  it  is  decided.’ 

“In  September  of  18S9  a number  of  disaffected 
citizens  announced  an  election  which  was  to 
overthrow  those  in  power,  and  Captain  Stiles 
was  instructed  by  his  superior  officers  to  prevent 
its  taking  place.  This  he  did  with  a small  force 
of  men,  in  the  face  of  threats  from  the  most  dan- 
gerous element  in  the  community  of  dynamite 


bombs,  and  a body  of  men  armed  with  Winches- 
ters, who  were  to  shoot  him  first  and  his  men 
later.  But  in  spite  of  this  he  broke  all  the  voting 
booths,  wrested  a Winchester  from  the  hands  of 
the  man  who  pointed  it  at  his  heart  through  one 
of  the  windows  of  the  polling  place,  and  finally 
charged  the  mob  of  five  hundred  men  with 
twenty-five  soldiers  and  his  fighting  surgeon, 
young  Dr.  Ives,  and  dispersed  them  utterly.  I 
heard  of  these  stories  on  every  side,  and  I was 
rejoiced  to  think  how  well  off  our  army  must 
have  been  in  majors,  that  the  people  in  Wash- 
ington could  allow  one  who  had  served  through 
the  war  and  on  the  border,  and  in  this  unsettled 
territory,  and  whose  hair  grew  white  in  the  ser- 
vice, to  still  wear  two  bars  on  his  shoulder 
strap.” 


MAJOR  G.  W.  LILLIE.  There  is  one  name 
that  is  associated,  in  the  minds  of  all,  with 
the  agitation  concerning  the  opening  of 
Oklahoma,  and  that  is  the  name  of  Major  Gor- 
don W.  Lillie,  or  “Pawnee  Bill,”  as  he  is  known 
to  the  people  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  United  States.  Elis  life  has  been  one  of 
thrilling  adventure.  From  early  boyhood  he  has 
spent  considerable  time  upon  the  plains,  the  free 
and  open  life  of  which  accords  well  with  his  own 
hearty  and  exuberant  nature.  Ever  since  he 
first  saw  Oklahoma,  he  has  been  impressed 
with  its  fine  climate,  its  fertile  soil  and  its  splen- 
did possibilities.  Hence,  when  the  question  arose 
of  opening  the  territory  to  settlement,  he  was 
an  enthusiastic  champion  of  the  measure.  He 
used  his  influence  with  men  in  authority  in  order 
to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  project.  When 
delay  after  delay  arose  to  daunt  the  hopes  of 
would-be  settlers,  he  secured  an  organization 
of  the  boomers  and,  by  his  wise  leadership 
of  the  thousands  of  men  under  his  guidance, 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  press  of  the  entire 
country.  It  would,  in  fact,  be  difficult  to  write 
a complete  history  of  Oklahoma  without  men- 
tion of  his  name  and  career. 

When  “Pawnee  Bill”  was  a youth  of  sixteen 
years,  he  left  his  home  in  Bloomington,  Ilk,  and 
went  to  Wichita.  Ivans.,  where  he  joined  the 
outfit  of  Trapper  Tom  and  went  into  the  Indian 
Territory.  A short  time  after  he  went  into  the 
territory,  he  secured,  through  the  friendship  of 
Senator  David  Davis,  of  Illinois,  an  appointment 
as  secretary  to  the  Indian  agent  at  Bear  creek, 
Pawnee  Agency.  Soon  he  learned  the  Pawnee 
language  and  was  made  interpreter.  While  he 
was  occupying  this  position,  he  met  with  one  of 
the  most  perilous  experiences  of  his  eventful 
life.  A drunken  Indian  attempted  to  scalp  him 
and  came  so  near  succeeding  that  the  Major 
still  carries  a scar  as  a reminder  of  the  attack. 
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He  won  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  to  an  un- 
usual degree,  and  was  called  by  them  the  white 
chief  of  the  Pawnees.  They  regarded  him  as 
a man  of  almost  superhuman  power  and  skill. 

The  following  incident  gives  the  reason  for  the 
strong  attachment  formed  for  Major  Lillie  by  the 
Pawnee  Indians:  While  he  was  located  on  his 
ranch,  fifty  miles  south  of  Fort  Reno,  I.  T.,  he 
was  surprised  one  day  to  see  thirty  Pawnees 
approaching  in  full  war  paint,  each  carrying  a 
gun  and  knife.  They  stated  that  a party  of 
Sioux  had  run  off  with  their  horses  and  they 
desired  “Pawnee  Bill”  to  assist  in  recovering 
the  animals.  They  traveled  all  that  night  and 
the  next  day  until  three  in  the  afternoon,  when 
scouts  were  sent  out  in  every  direction.  About 
dusk  the  enemy  was  discovered.  They  were 
fifty  strong,  and  had  nearly  five  hundred  stolen 
horses.  It  was  decided  to  begin  the  attack  at 
break  of  dawn.  This  they  did,  killing  four  out 
of  the  five  sentinels,  but  the  fifth  man  warned 
his  comrades,  and  the  Sioux  were  awrake  in  a 
moment.  However,  the  Pawnees  were  ready  for 
them,  and  at  the  first  fire  fifteen  Sioux  fell. 
After  that  the  fight  went  against  the  Pawnees, 
who  constantly  lost  ground.  Just  as  they  were 
about  to  despair,  “Pawnee  Bill”  dashed  forward 
on  his  horse,  firing  at  every  jump.  The  Sioux 
were  so  surprised  that  they  fell  back  and  fled 
in  terror,  the  Pawnees  after  them.  Plardly  one 
escaped.  The  horses  were  secured,  and  the  party 
returned  in  triumph,  with  “Pawnee  Bill”  as 
their  idol  and  hero. 

The  connection  of  “Pawnee  Bill”  with  the 
show  business  dates  from  1884,  when  he  and  a 
dozen  Pawnee  Indians  went  with  Buffalo  Bill. 
After  two  years  in  the  same  show,  he  returned 
to  lfls  ranch  in  southern  Kansas.  However,  his 
experience  in  the  show  business  had  been  so 
gratifying  that  he  determined  to  start  out  for 
himself,  and  from  that  time  to  this  “Pawnee 
Bill’s”  show  has  been  one  of  the  national  features 
in  its  line.  During  the  summer  season  the  show 
exhibits  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
in  accordance  with  an  itinerary  that  is  carefully 
mapped  out  beforehand.  No  one  connected  with 
the  show  is  more  popular  than  Mrs.  Lillie,  whose 
work  with  the  rifle  and  shotgun  is  remarkable. 
She  is  the  only  woman  in  the  world  able  to  break 
targets  thrown  in  the  air  while  riding  at  full 
speed  on  her  mustang.  When  she  gave  an  ex- 
hibition at  Fort  Sill.  I.  T.,  the  chief  of  the 
Comanches  was  so  pleased  with  her  skill  that 
he  nresented  her  with  a pony.  November  12, 
1SS9,  at  the  Pennsylvania  state  rifle  range,  shoot- 
ing two  hundred  yards,  she  scored  twenty-four 
out  of  a possible  twenty-five  pdfTffs,  the  best 
score  ever  made  by  a woman  at  this  range.  In 
recognition  of  this,  she  was  presented  with  a 
handsome  solid  gold  medal  by  Philadelphia 


friends.  October  31,  1889,  she  won  the  Pied- 
mont medal  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  against  five  com- 
petitors. 

In  1884  “Pawnee  Bill”  led  in  the  great  achieve- 
ment of  capturing  the  robbers  that  robbed  the 
Medicine  Lodge  (Kansas)  Bank  and  killed  two 
bankers.  He  judged  correctly  as  to  the  place 
they  would  make  their  stronghold,  and  led  to  it 
the  party  of  pursuers,  thus  breaking  up  a band 
that  had  been  the  terror  of  western  Kansas. 

At  an  early  date  he  declared  for  the  settlement 
of  Oklahoma,  and  became  a supporter  of  Capt. 
D.  L.  Payne,  with  whom  he  was  at  the  time  of 
his  sudden  death.  Afterward  the  boomers 
united  and  accepted  his  leadership.  They 
camped  in  large  numbers  at  Caldwell  and  Ar- 
kansas City,  Kans.,  waiting  in  expectation  that 
congress  would  pass  the  Springer  bill;  and 
though  that  bill  did  not  become  a law,  some  of 
its  provisions  were  adopted  into  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  three  million  acres  of  land 
were  opened  to  settlement.  This  only  served  to 
set  the  tide  in  motion.  The  boomers  were  too 
eager  to  wait  for  the  law,  the  formalities  of  which 
delayed  from  month  to  month.  Selecting  “Paw- 
nee Bill”  as  their  chief,  four  thousand  boomers 
left  Caldwell  April  18,  1889,  and  began  the  march 
south.  Many  difficulties  were  encountered  in 
the  march.  The  Salt  Fork  of  Cimarron  river 
was  at  least  fifteen  feet  deep,  and  some  were  lost 
in  fording  the  stream.  Oklahoma  was  entered 
at  Muskogee.  In  all  of  this  work  “Pawnee  Bill” 
was  impelled  by  an  enthusiastic  interest  in  the 
settlement  of  Oklahoma,  and  not  by  desire  for 
financial  gains,  as  the  leadership  of  the  large 
force  of  men  brought  him  no  profits  whatever. 
With  his  men,  he  arrived  in  Oklahoma  proper, 
April  22,  the  day  of  the  opening.  Four  years 
later,  when  other  portions  of  Oklahoma  were 
opened  to  white  settlers,  he  again  assisted  in 
making  the  run.  But  this  is  not  the  only  way 
in  which  he  has  helped  in  the  settlement  and 
opening  of  Oklahoma.  He  has  been  interested 
in  its  progress.  Careful  study  of  the  soil  has 
given  him  a good  idea  of  its  possibilities,  and 
he  has  always  been  willing  to  give  others  the 
benefit  of  his  study  and  experience.  While 
obliged,  through  his  management  of  his  show 
business,  to  be  absent  from  Oklahoma  a portion 
of  each  year,  he  nevertheless  keeps  in  close 
touch  with  its  development,  and  maintains  a 
warm  interest  in  every  plan  for  its  benefit.  Now, 
as  years  since,  it  is  his  opinion  that  Oklahoma 
has  been  rightly  named  “good  lands,”  or  “beau- 
tiful lands,”  for  no  part  of  the  United  States  is 
more  fertile  than  this:  and,  being  in  a region 
where  winters  are  mild,  thus  rendering  the  item 
of  fuel  a small  expense  only,  it  offers  an  ideal 
home  for  a poor  man  who  is  ambitious  and  ener- 
getic. There  is  no  part  of  the  country  that  has 
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,.,a,|c  sucli  progress  as  has  Oklahoma  during  the 
!.i^t  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  none 
niters  upon  the  twentieth  century  with  larger 
hopes  of  prosperity,  development  and  progress. 
j\,r  its  present  standing  and  prospects  due 
credit  should  be  given  Major  Lillie. 


JAMES  GEARY,  a leading  real-estate  dealer 
of  Oklahoma  City,  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the 
place  during  its  entire  existence,  having  located 
here  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1889.  Most  of  his  life 
has  been  spent  on  the  western  frontier,  and  his 
history  is  of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Mr.  Geary  was  born  near  Arrow  Rock,  Saline 
county,  Mo.,  January  4,  1844,  a son  of  Michael 
and  Mary  (Lee)  Geary,  both  natives  of  Ireland. 
II  is  paternal  grandfather  spent  his  entire  life  in 
that  country,  but  the  maternal  grandfather,  Dan- 
iel R.  Lee,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
became  a farmer  of  Saline  county,  Mo.  In  1823, 
when  a young  man,  the  father  of  our  subject 
came  to  the  new  world  with  two  brothers,  one 
iif  whom  settled  in  New  York  City,  the  other  in 
New  Orleans,  but  Michael  returned  to  his  native 
land.  Subsequently  he  again  came  to  'America 
with  another  brother,  who  located  in  New  Or- 
leans after  settling  up  the  estate  of  the  first 
brother,  who  died  there.  On  leaving  New  Or- 
leans the  father  of  our  subject  came  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  located  in  Saline  county.  Mo., 
about  1S42.  He  followed  farming  near  Arrow 
Rock  until  1849,  when  lie  removed  to  St.  Louis 
and  turned  his  attention  to  civil  engineering  and 
contracting,  being  a civil  engineer  by  profession. 
He  built  the  first  dyke  from  Lisparence  street, 
St.  Louis,  to  the  Island,  and  also  contracted  to 
build  the  first  eighteen  miles  of  the  Iron  Moun- 
tain Railroad,  but  died  during  its  construction 
in  1858.  His  wife  died  when  our  subject  was 
quite  small,  leaving  three  children,  the  oldest 
being  Mrs.  Alary  A.  Conner,  now  a resident  of 
I’ueblo,  Colo.,  and  the  youngest,  Airs.  Ellen 
Byrne,  of  New  Orleans,  La. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  St.  Louis  and  at- 
tended its  public  schools,  but  his  educational 
privileges  were  limited.  After  his  father's  death 
he  made  arrangements  to  go  to  Pike's  Peak,  in 
1859,  but  on  reaching  Leavenworth  he  decided 
t°  go  to  the  place  where  Denver  now  stands. 
W ith  General  Larimer,  of  the  firm  of  Larimer  & 
1 Denver,  he  crossed  the  plains  in  the  spring  of 
1859  with  oxen,  proceeding  along  the  Arkansas 
river  route  to  the  mouth  of  Cherry  creek.  The 
s:imc  year  he  helped  survey  a part  of  Denver, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  the  winter  herded 
t attle.  Tn  the  spring  of  i860  he  went  to  Santa 
I'e,  N.  Ah,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 


government,  teaming  most  of  the  time  at  that 
place  until  fall,  when  he  returned  down  the  Ark- 
ansas river  to  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  took  a 
contract  for  boating  wood  across  the  Alissouri 
river  to  the  fort,  with  two  others,  A.  C.  Beckwith 
and  William  Neice,  the  former  of  whom  was 
appointed  United  States  senator  from  Wyoming. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  Air.  Geary 
enlisted  for  three  months  in  the  Second  Kansas 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  when  his  time  expired 
joined  the  Buckskin  scouts,  under  Captain 
Tough,  serving  in  southern  Kansas,  Indian  Ter- 
ritory and  Arkansas.  As  couriers  these  scouts 
carried  messages  between  Fort  Gibson  and  Fort 
Scott,  a distance  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
miles,  going  in  pairs  on  mules  or  horses.  As  a 
scout  under  General  Thair,  Air.  Geary  went  on 
the  Camden  expedition  in  the  spring  of  1864. 
and  there  joined  General  Steele,  but  he  soon  re- 
turned to  Fort  Smith  and  later  to  Fort  Gibson 
as  special  courier  for  the  post  under  Colonel 
Phillips.  After  the  close  of  the  war.  in  the  fall 
of  1865,  he  went  back  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  for 
the  government,  as  assistant  wagon  master,  but 
was  immediately  made  wagon  master,  and  as 
such  made  a trip  to  Fort  Wallace  with  Captain 
Keough  and  Capt.  Af.  Ah  Sheridan  of  the  Sev- 
enth Cavalry.  The  former  stopped  at  Fort  Wal- 
lace, but  with  the  latter  our  subject  proceeded  to 
Fort  Alorgan,  on  the  Platte  river,  in  1866,  after- 
ward returning  to  Fort  Riley.  He  was  wagon 
master  in  charge  of  the  headquarter  train  on  the 
Hancock  expedition  against  the  Cheyenne, 
Arapahoe  and  Apache  Indians.  In  June  he  re- 
turned with  the  expedition  to  Fort  Riley,  and 
from  there  went  to  Fort  Union,  N.  M..  with 
the  Nineteenth  Infantry,  returning  with  the 
Fifth  Infantry.  Later  he  made  a second  trip  to 
Fort  Union.  In  December,  1867,  he  returned 
to  Fort  Harker,  and  in  the  spring'  of  1868  to 
Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  as  master  of  transportation 
at  that  fort.  Although  quite  young,  he  often 
had  as  high  as  thirty-five  or  thirty-eight  trains 
under  his  charge. 

In  April,  1869,  Air.  Geary  and  T.  J.  AIcAdams 
took  a government  contract  to  plow  land  and 
■build  houses  for  the  Indians  at  Pond  Creek, 
Okla.  In  that  way  lie  did  the  first  building  and 
farming  in  Oklahoma,  but  when  General  Hazen 
came  the  Indians  refused  to  move  that  far  north, 
claiming  the  water  was  bad,  and  our  subject’s 
contract  was  annulled.  About  this  time  Air. 
Geary  was  married  in  Salina,  Kans..  to  Afiss 
Harriet  Rowan,  a native  of  Virginia,  whose 
father  died  in  Iowa.  They  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  AfcPherson  county,  Ivans.,  where  our 
subject  owned  what  was  known  as  Gearv’s  ranch. 
He  conducted  a frontier  trading  post,  engaged  in 
the  cattle  business,  and  laid  out  the  town  of  Lake 
"View,  of  which  he  was  appointed  postmaster  by 
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President  Grant,  being  the  first  to  fill  that  office 
in  the  county.  He  was  also  the  first  justice  of 
the  peace,  his  appointment  being  made  by  Gov- 
ernor Osborne.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  removed 
to  Newton,  Kans.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  for  eleven  years,  and  later  car- 
ried on  a large  real-estate  business.  He  organ- 
ized the  Newton  fire  department,  was  chairman 
of  the  county  Democratic  central  committee,  was 
a member  of  the  city  council  three  terms,  and  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  county  treasurer,  pro- 
bate judge  and  county  commissioner,  but  his 
party  was  too  much  in  the  minority  for  him  to  be 
elected. 

April  22,  1889,  Mr.  Geary  came  to  Oklahoma 
Citv,  and  located  where  Hotel  Lee  now  stands. 
He  organized  and  opened  the  first  bank,  known 
as  the  Citizens  Bank,  May  3,  1889,  and  was  its 
president  until  selling  out  in  July,  1892,  to  Cap- 
tain Stiles  and  others.  Since  then  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business.  In  connec- 
tion with  Captain  Stiles,  in  August,  1892,  he  laid 
out  Maywood,  now  the  finest  residence  portion 
of  Oklahoma  City.  At  present  he  is  a member 
cf  the  firm  of  Geary  & Luke,  prominent  real- 
estate  dealers,  with  office  at  No.  22  North  Broad- 
way. 

Since  coming  to  Oklahoma  Air.  Geary  has 
taken  quite  an  active  and  influential  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  the  territory,  has  been  a member 
of  the  countv  central  committee,  and  was  treas- 
urer of  the  early  Democratic  clubs.  He  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Steele  as  one  of  the  three 
trustees  to  purchase  and  distribute  $50,000 
worth  of  supplies  to  the  people  of  Oklahoma 
who  were  sufferers  on  account  of  failure  of 
crops.  He  was  made  a Mason  and  IvnightTemp- 
lar  at  Newton,  Ivans.,  and  took  the  Shriner 
degree  at  Salina,  becoming  a member  of  Isis 
Temple.  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  but  is  now  connected 
with  India  Temple,  in  Oklahoma,  of  which  he  is 
conductor.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  consist- 
ory of  Guthrie.  He  is  a prominent  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellow's  lodge  and  Encampment,  hav- 
ing served  as  grand  patriarch  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  Kansas:  grand  representative  to 
the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge:  and  captain  of  the 
Canton  Newton.  He  also  belongs  to  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  at  one 
time  was  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pv- 
thias.  He  is  a member  of  the  City  Club  of  Okla- 
homa, and  is  quite  popular  both  in  business  and 
social  circles,  being  a pleasant,  genial  gentle- 
man who  makes  many  friends.  His  estimable 
wife  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  is 
president  of  the  Ladies  Guild,  past  worthv  ma- 
tron and  representative  of  the  Eastern  Star 
Chapter  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a past 
officer  in  the  Daughters  of  Rcbekah,  I.  O.  O.  E. 


FRED  G.  MOORE,  president  of  the  Ex- 
change Bank,  of  Perry,  is  one  of  our  most 
popular  citizens.  His  beautiful  home,  situ- 
ated at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Iowa  streets, 
is  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  city,  and  the  refined  tastes 
of  himself  and  wife  are  manifested  upon  every 
hand.  For^ieary  fourteen  years  Mr.  Moore  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  banking  business, 
and  has  met  with  marked  success  as  a financier. 
He  enjoys  the  confidence  and  high  respect  of 
the  public,  and  always  exercises  great  sagacity 
and  foresight  in  all  of  his  investments  and  busi- 
ness transactions. 

Undoubtedly  our  subject  derived  much  of  his 
financial  ability  from  his  honored  father,  Thomas 
P.  Moore,  who  established  the  first  bank  in 
Jefferson  county,  Ivans.,  conducted  the  Holton 
Exchange  Bank  until  1883,  and  then,  after  or- 
ganizing the  First  National  Bank,  of  Holton, 
became  its  president,  and  always  has  officiated 
in  that  capacity  ever  since.  He  was  born  in 
Belmont  county,  Ohio,  February  20,  1S39,  a son 
of  William  Moore,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
grandson  of  James  Moore,  who  was  born  in  the 
northern  part  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  Key- 
stone state  in  early  manhood.  He  chose  for  a 
wife,  Isabella  McBurney,  who,  like  himself,  was 
of  the  sturdy  old  Presbyterian  stock.  William 
Moore,  their  son,  wrent  to  Belmont  county  at  an 
early  day,  and  there  married  one  of  its  native 
daughters,  Margaret  Parr,  daughter  of  a pio- 
neer, Thomas  Parr.  For  several  years  William 
Moore  followed  the  trade  of  a tanner,  and  then 
devoted  himself  to  farming.  In  1S57  he  re- 
moved to  Washington  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
carried  on  a farm  until  his  death,  seven  years 
later.  Thomas  T.  Moore  was  reared  in  Ohio, 
and  for  several  years  was  a merchant  in  Wash- 
ington, Iowa.  Since  1872  he  has  been  a leading 
business  man  of  Holton,  Ivans.,  where,  as  stated 
above,  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  banking  enter- 
prises. In  1862  he  married  Annetta,  daughter  of 
Gordon  and  Elizabeth  Mallett,  and  a native  of 
Lee  county,  Iowa.  Their  two  sons  are  following 
the  father's  footsteps,  Scott  R.,  the  younger, 
being  assistant  cashier  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Holton,  of  which  he  is  the  president. 
The  daughters  are  named  respectively,  Annie  P., 
Daisy  L.  and  Cora  B. 

Fred  G.  Moore  was  born  October  25,  1S65, 
in  Washington,  Iowa,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Holton. 
Ivans.,  being  graduated  in  1882.  He  was  an  apt 
student. and,  after  taking  a competitive  examina- 
tion. in  the  following  year  lie  was  honored  by  an 
appointment  to  the  naval  academy  at  Annapolis, 
Aid.  He  continued  there  in  training  for  three 
years,  then  resigning  in  order  to  enter  the  senior 
class  at  Princeton  College,  where  he  completed 
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the  course.  Returning’  home,  he  entered  his 
father’s  bank,  and  soon  was  made  assistant 
cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  1896, 
in  the  meantime  serving  for  one  term  in  the  city 
council.  In  the  spring  of  1S96  he  came  to  Perry 
and  established  the  new  Exchange  Bank,  of 
which  he  has  been  the  president  ever  since,  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  McCandless,  being  his  part- 
ner and  the  cashier.  They  conduct  a general 
banking  business,  and  belong  to  the  Territorial 
Bankers’  Association.  Air.  Moore  is  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  is  connected  with  the 
Perry  Commercial  Club. 

In  Holton,  Ivans.,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Moore 
and  Miss  Anna  McCandless  was  solemnized  in 
1894.  She  was  born  in  Iowa,  and  is  a lady  of 
good  education  and  pleasing  personality.  With 
lier  husband,  she  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  he  being  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  board 
of  officers.  They  contribute  liberally  to  worthy 
causes,  and,  in  a quiet,  unostentatious  manner 
endeavor  to  aid  and  encourage  those  suffering 
afflictions,  illness  or  poverty. 


HON.  JAMES  JOHNSTON  HOUSTON, 
assistant  secretary  of  the  territory,  was  for 
two  years  president  of  the  Free  Home 
League,  of  which  he  was  the  organizer.  That 
organization  has  accomplished  much  and  is  a 
live  question  in  the  affairs  of  Oklahoma  to-day. 

Mr.  Houston  was  born  in  Newcastle,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  David  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Johnston) 
Houston.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His 
great-grandfather  John  Houston,  was  born  in 
Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  serving  three  or  four  enlist- 
ments, one  as  lieutenant  of  a Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment and  another  as  a sailor  in  the  navy.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  and  held  on  the  prison  hulks 
in  New  York  city.  Settling  in  Franklin  county. 
Pa.,  he  followed  farming  for  many  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  last 
days. 

John  Houston,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.  David  W. 
Houston  was  born  in  Ohio  and  was  reared  near 
New  Wilmington,  Pa.,  after  completing  a college 
education, he  studied  law.  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  practiced  two  years  at  Newcastle, Pa.  1111858 
he  located  in  Garnett,  Ivans.,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers,  and  practiced  law.  During 
the  Civil  war  lie  enlisted  in  the  Seventh  Kansas 
C avalrv,  recruiting  a companv  in  Anderson  "and 
Linn  counties,  and  was  mustered  into  service  as 
a captain,  but  left  the  service  as  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  Seventh  Regiment.  He  served 
m Missouri  and  under  Grant's  command  on  the 
Mississippi  river.  Returning  to  Garnett  at  the 
dose  of  the  war,  lie  continued  his  practice. 


Twice  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature  of 
Kansas,  and  was  also  appointed  United  States 
marshal  for  the  state,  continuing  until  1873, 
when  he  was  elected  for  another  term  in  the 
legislature.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  Garnett.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  Loyal 
Legion.  Religiously  he  is  connected  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  He  married  Mary 
A.  Johnston,  who  was  born  near  McConnells- 
burg,  Pa.;  her  father,  James  Houston  Johnston, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and  removed 
to  the  vicinity  of  McC'onnellsburg.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union:  Grace  M.,  of  Gar- 
nett; James  J.;  Thomas  W.,  a graduate  of  the 
Northwestern  Theological  Seminary  of  Kansas, 
and  who  has  been  a missionary  in  China  for 
several  years;  Victor  G.,  who  is  in  the  real-estate 
and  loan  business  at  Guthrie;  and  Florence  E., 
a pharmacist  of  Edna,  Ivans. 

James  Johnston  Plouston  was  born  October 
18,  1857,  and  was  reared  in  Kansas,  receiving  a 
public-school  education.  He  also  attended  the 
high  school  at  Leavenworth,  Ivans.,  until  1S75. 
and  then  entered  the  University  of  Kansas, 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  junior 
year.  In  the  meantime  he  had  taught  school  one 
year,  and  in  1878,  when  just  twenty-one  years 
old,  he  was  elected  registrar  of  deeds  of  An- 
derson county.  During  a portion  of  his  term 
he  also  filled  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  county 
clerk,  and  later  became  deputy  county  treasurer. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  loan  bus- 
iness at  Garnett,  and  later  carried  on  a mercan- 
tile business. there  until  1890.  During  this  time 
he  served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  Garnett,  and 
was  clerk  of  the  school  board.  In  iSqo  he  en- 
tered the  First  National  Bank  of  Garnett  as 
teller  and  bookkeeper  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  one  week  before  the  opening  of  the 
Cherokee  outlet.  In  September,  1893,  he  lo- 
cated at  Perry,  Okla.,  and  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  and  the  practice  of  law  with  his 
father,  who  was  there  during  the  fall.  His 
father  cared,  for  the  legal  work  and  our  subject 
for  the  real-estate  business.  Fie  was  very  active 
in  the  upbuilding  of  Perry  and  was  a very  popu- 
lar citizen  of  that  place.  In  1895  he  organized 
the  Territorial  Free  Home  League,  the  object 
being  to  further  the  fight  for  free  homes,  and 
they  have  since  held  several  large  conventions. 
He  was  elected  president  for  two  terms  and  in 
1897  made  a report  to  the  governor,  which  was 
included  in  his  report  to  the  legislature.  The 
report  shows  a deep  study  of  the  conditions 
existing  in  Oklahoma,  and  brought  about  much 
good  for  the  order.  Tn  1897  he  asked  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  presidency  of  that  organization. 
He  was  elected  on  the  county  Republican  com- 
mittee, the  city  Republican  committee,  the  sena- 
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torial  Republican  committee,  and  the  territorial 
Republican  committee, of  which  he  served  on  the 
executive  committee.  April  i,  1898,  he  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  secretary  of  the  territory  by 
Hon.  William  M.  Jenkins,  and  removed  with 
his  family  to  Guthrie. 

At  Garnett,  Ivans.,  Mr.  Houston  married 
Mary  E.  Parks,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  reared 
in  Iowa,  and  is  a daughter  of  Oscar  Parks,  a 
retired  farmer  of  Garnett.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren: Mary  Louie  and  James  Parks.  Mr. 
Houston  is  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
and  was  captain  of  the  Post  at  Perry,  also  served 
on  the  colonel's  staff  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of 
the  territory.  He  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows. Religiously  his  wife  is  connected  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 


JEAN  H.  EVEREST  is  a leading  attorney 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Oklahoma.  This 
distinction  and  prominence  are  the  result  of 
his  perseverance,  coupled  with  the  ever  com- 
mendable traits  of  character,  strict  integrity, 
good  judgment  and  a high  sense  of  duty  and 
honor.  In  his  profession  he  ranks  high,  is  a dili- 
gent and  careful  pleader,  and  has  achieved 
especial  success  in  land  contest  cases.  Besides 
his  private  practice,  he  is  attorney  for  the  Okla- 
homa Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  is 
also  vice-president  and  a director  of  the  Bank 
of  Commerce,  which  he  assisted  in  organizing. 

The  Everest  family  is  of  English  descent. 
William  Everest,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  from  there  moved  to 
Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  later  removing  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Ionia,  the  same  state,  and  engaging  in 
farm  and  mercantile  pursuits  until  his  death. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1S12.  His  son, 
the  late  Harvey  W.  Everest,  A.  M.,  L.L.  D., 
was  born  at  North  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1831. 
ydhen  sixteen  years  of  age  lie  began  to  teach 
school.  The  removal  of  his  parents  to  the  W'e.'t- 
ern  Reserve  of  Ohio  gave  him  good  educational 
advantages  in  that  vicinity,  and  he  attended  the 
following  schools  in  order:  Geauga  Seminarv, 
Western  Reserve  Elective  Institute  (now  Hiram 
College),  Bethany  and  Oberlin  Colleges,  all  of 
which  are  in  Ohio  except  Bethany.  Upon  his 
°raduation  from  Oberlin  he  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  head  instructor,  succeeding  James  A. 
Garfield,  his  former  associate  and  friend.  In 
1864  he  was  called  to  the  presidency  of  Eureka 
College,  Illinois,  remaining  there  until  he  be- 
came pastor  of  the  Spring-field  (111.)  Church  of 
Christ,  eight  years  later.  From  1872  to  1874 
he  was  a professor  in  the  Kentucky  University. 
Later  he  was  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at 
Normal,  111.,  for  a year,  and  then  returned  to  the 


presidency  of  Eureka  College,  which  institution 
owes  him  its  life  and  breadtti  of  influence.  From 
1881  to  1886  he  was  president  of  Butler  Univer- 
sity, at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  resigning  to  become 
chancellor  of  Garfield  University  at  Wichita, 
Kans.  When  the  university  closed  its  doors  in 
1889  he  accepted  a pastorate  at  Hutchinson, 
Kans.  In  1891  he  was  made  president  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Normal  School  at  Carbondale, 
111.  Six  years  later  he  was  honored  by  an  ap- 
pointment as  dean  of  the  Bible  department  of 
Drake  University,  which  position  he  filled  until 
his  death,  May  21,  1900. 

As  an  author  Dean  Everest  was  well  known. 
His  “Divine  Demonstration”  is  a text  book  on 
Christian  evidences  in  our  colleges.  The  two 
more  recent  works,  “Science  and  Pedagogy  of 
Ethics”  and  “The  New  Education,”  rank  high  as 
philosophical  productions.  He  was  a frequent 
contributor  to  the  leading  papers  of  his  denom- 
ination. As  a lecturer  upon  educational  and  re- 
ligious themes,  he  was  sought  for  addresses  in 
almost  every  section  of  the  country.  During  the 
World’s  Fair  he  was  chosen  to  deliver  an  address 
before  the  parliament  of  religions. 

The  first  wife  of  Dr.  Everest  was  Sarah  Flar- 
rison,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  and  died  in  Kansas 
in  1892.  Her  grandfather  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land and  became  a pioneer  of  Lake  county, 
Ohio.  Airs.  Sarah  Everest  left  three  sons, 
namely:  Claude  IK,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce in  Oklahoma  City;  Jean  FI.;  and  Ilerbert 
IK,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in 
Houston,  Tex.  The  second  wife  of  Dr.  Everest 
was  Mrs.  Jennie  Rogers,  of  El  Paso,  111. 

Jean  FI.  Everest  was  born  in  Eureka,  Ilk,  De- 
cember 11,  1864,  a son  of  Dr.  Harvey  W.  and 
Sarah  Everest.  Under  the  care  and  training  of 
liis  cultured  parents  he  grew  to  manhood,  well 
fitted,  intellectually,  to  cope  with  life’s  respon- 
sibilities. He  attended  Lexington  University 
and  later,  Eureka  College,  where  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  sophomore  year.  In  1SS3 
he  graduated  from  Butler  University  with  the 
degree  of  A.  Ik,  and  in  1884  he  was  awarded  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  Upon  leaving-  college  he  be- 
came superintendent  of  schools  at  McPherson, 
Ivans.,  and  during  the  two  years  he  occupied 
that  position  he  prepared  for  the  bar.  In  1887 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Lyons,  Ivans., 
where  lie  had  settled  the  previous  year.  While 
at  Lyons  lie  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Ever- 
est Brothers,  dealers  in  real-estate  and  loans. 
In  May,  1880,  he  came  to  Oklahoma  and  settled 
in  F'risco,  Canadian  county,  but  soon  he  re- 
moved to  Kingfisher,  and  in  August,  1800,  he 
located  in  Oklahoma  City.  In  all  respects  he 
is  an  enterprising  citizen  and  a capable  lawvcr. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican.  In  religion,  he 
follows  the  doctrines  of  the  church  in  whose 
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faith  he  was  reared.  He  is  now  a trustee  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  Oklahoma. 

The  marriage  of  Air.  Everest  took  place  in 
Peoria,  111.,  and  united  him  with  Edith,  daughter 
of  John  M.  Kirkbridge,  a merchant,  and  book- 
keeper for  the  internal  revenue  collector  at 
Peoria,  111.  Mrs.  Everest  was  born  in  Eureka, 
111.,  and  died  in  Oklahoma  City  in  September, 
1893,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  Robert  Iv., 
Philip  M.,  Jean  W.  and  Raymond  B.  Socially 
Mr.  Everest  is  connected  with  the  Oklahoma 
City  Club.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Territory 
Bar  Association  and,  in  fraternal  connections, 
is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 


HENRY  E.  ASP,  solicitor  for  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  & Santa  Fe  Railroad  in  Okla- 
homa, is  prominent  in  the  politics  of  the 
Republican  party,  of  which  he  is  a national  com- 
mitteeman. Possessing  essentially  a legal  mind, 
he  is  well  versed  in  the  law,  and  is  said  to  pos- 
sess the  finest  law  library  in  Oklahoma.  His 
familiarity  with  the  intricacies  of  jurisprudence 
is  acknowledged  by  all  acquaintances.  As  an 
attorney,  he  has  met  with  unqualified  success, 
but  his  business  is  now  confined  to  the  legal 
charge  of  the  interests  of  the  road  he  repre- 
sents. 

From  Sweden,  John  H.  Asp,  father  of  Henry 
E.,  came  to  America,  soon  after  his  marriage, 
and  settled  in  ATew  Boston,  111.,  but  later  moved 
to  Toolsboro,  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  At  the  first 
tap  of  the  drum  in  1S61  he  volunteered  in  an 
Iowa  regiment  of  engineers,  and  served  until 
after  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  was  lifted,  when  he 
died.  Elis  wife,  Christina,  died  in  Illinois,  leav- 
ing three  children:  John,  a builder  in  Iowa; 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Pease,  of  Washington;  and 
Henry  E.,  who  was  born  in  New  Boston,  111., 
and  was  only  one  year  old  when  his  mother 
died.  He  was  taken  into  the  home  of  a widow 
and  after  his  father's  death  was  taken  into  his 
guardian's  home,  with  whom  he  continued  until 
he  was  sixteen.  Ele  then  began  to  work  in  a 
brickyard.  Later  he  learned  the  manufacture  of 
woodenware  in  a pail  factory.  Up  to  that  time 
he  had  been  in  regular  attendance  at  school, 
"ith  the  exception  of  a period  of  two  years.  At 
die  age  of  nineteen  he  graduated  from  a busi- 
's  college  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  and  then  took 
i'p  the  study  of  law  under  E.  S.  Torrance,,  of 
V infield,  Ivans.,  afterward  a judge  there  and. 
>»'  >w  a judge  in  San  Diego  county.  Cal.  In 
1 s77  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  after  which  he 
pt'.nuiecd  in  Winfield,  Ivans.,  until  1883. 

M that  time  he  became  interested  in  railroad 
Construction  from  Beaumont  to  Anthony, 
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Kans.,  on  what  is  now  a part  of  the  St.  Louis 
& San  Francisco  Railroad.  Ele  also  aided  in 
building  a railroad  in  Michigan.  During  the 
last  year  of  the  work  of  the  Fitzgerald  & Ma- 
loney Construction  Company  in  Kansas  he  was 
their  general  attorney.  For  fourteen  months, 
beginning  in  1885,  he  served  as  county  attorney, 
and  later  was  attorney  for  the  road.  In  1889 
he  became  identified  with  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
& Santa  Fe  Railroad  as  local  counsel,  and  in 
1890  came  to  Guthrie  as  their  solicitor.  For  the 
first  two  years  he  was  associated  in  practice 
with  W.  P.  Elackney,  who  was  also  a solicitor  for 
that  road,  but  since  1892  he  has  been  solicitor 
for  the  road  throughout  the  territory,  the  duties 
of  the  office  requiring  his  entire  time.  Ele  has 
his  office  in  the  Victor  block  on  Harrison  street. 

The  Territorial  and  National  Bar  Associations 
number  Mr.  Asp  among  their  members.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a Republican,  as  previously  intimated. 
In  1896  he  was  a delegate  to  the  national  con- 
vention at  St.  Louis,  and  was  there  made  a 
member  of  the  national  Republican  committee. 
He  is  connected  with  Guthrie  Lodge  No.  2, 
A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Guthrie  Chapter,  R.  A.  EL; 
Guthrie  Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T.,  and  the 
Consistory  at  Wichita,  Kans.  At  Winfield, 
Ivans.,  he  married  Nellie  El.  Powers,  who  was 
born  in  Illinois,  received  her  education  in 
Bethany  College,  at  Topeka,  Ivans.,  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Her 
father,  Nathan  Powers,  was  for  some  years  a 
merchant  in  Winfield.  The  only  son  of  Elr.  and 
EIrs.  Asp,  Alfred  A.,  is  now  a student  in  the 
Kenyon  E I ilitary  College  in  Ohio. 


GARRETT  IT.  BLOCK.  Kingfisher  county 
can  boast  of  few  citizens  whose  enterprise 
and  public  spirit  have  done  more  for  the 
development  of  its  natural  resources  and  its 
commercial  interests  than  has  the  gentleman 
who  forms  the  subject  of  this  article  and  who  is 
now  (1900)  serving  his  fourth  term  as  mavor  of 
Hennessey.  He  was  born  in  Germanv,  Decem- 
ber 22,  1853,  the  son  of  Ileye  Johnson  Block, 
and  the  grandson  of  John  Block,  both  of  whom 
were  small  farmers.  lie  is  the  second  in  a familv 
of  seven  children,  all  yet  living.  While  a bov 
of  eleven  years,  he  began  earning  money  as  a 
hired  farm  hand.  Through  reading  and  inquirv, 
he  learned  not  a little  of  the  republic  across  the 
sea.  with  its  possibilities  for  gaining  wealth  and 
advancement.  He  was  fired  with  a desire  to 
cross  the  ocean,  and  this  desire  was  heightened 
by  a wish  to  avoid  the  inevitable  militarv  service 
which  awaited  him  in  his  native  land.  Largelv 
as  the  result  of  his  arguments  and  importunitv, 
in  November,  1869,  the  familv  emigrated  to 
America.  The  passage  from  Germany  to  New 
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Orleans  was  made  in  the  ill-fated  steamer  Her- 
man. which  went  to  the  bottom  three  years  later. 
From  New  Orleans  parents  and  children  went 
inland,  settling'  near  Greenville,  Tex.,  where  a 
brother  of  the  father  had  taken  np  his  home 
six  years  before  and  had  become  a prosperous 
cattleman.  LI  eye  J.  Block  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  with  success,  and  died 
in  1876.  He  had  married  Angelina,  daughter  of 
Garrett  Barnhart,  a sailor  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade.  She  survived  her  husband  for  ten 
years. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Mr.  Block  were 
devoted  to  laborious  toil,  while  his  educational 
advantages  were  of  the  meager  variety  incident 
to  country  schools  of  the  day  and  locality.  He 
helped  his  father  improve  the  farm  and  also 
worked  for  his  uncle,  through  whose  advice  he 
had  persuaded  the  family  to  take  the  grave  step 
of  emigrating  to  a new  country.  On  the  death 
of  his  father,  the  management  of  the  homestead 
fell  upon  his  shoulders,  yet  he  found  time,  as 
well,  to  care  for  his  own  farm,  where  he  was 
conducting  a successful  business  as  a cattle- 
raiser.  However,  in  1886  he  abandoned  stock- 
farming,  and  removed  to  Canadian,  Tex.,  where 
he  embarked  in  business  as  a lumberman.  For 
three  years  he  remained  in  the  Panhandle,  after 
which  he  turned  his  steps  northward,  to  find  suc- 
cess and  fortune  in  Oklahoma.  It  was  in  1889 
that  he  arrived  in  Hennessey,  with  whose  growth 
and  advancement  he  has  ever  since  been  prom- 
inently identified.  He  opened  the  first  lumber 
yard  in  the  young  and  growing  city.  His  pres- 
ent yard,  on  West  Fourth  near  Main  street, 
covers  a half-block,  and  in  1899  was  visited  by 
a disastrous  fire,  which  entailed  upon  him  a loss 
of  $7,000.  However,  he  is  not  a man  to  be  dis- 
couraged by  misfortune,  even  if  of  a most  serious 
character,  and  he  suffered  no  interruption  of  his 
business  by  reason  of  the  fire.  In  addition  to 
his  lumber  yard,  he  carries  a complete  stock  of 
sash,  door  and  blinds,  and  also  handles  cement, 
lime,  sand  and  building  stone.  He  owns  lumber 
yards  at  Dover,  Waukomis,  Iveil  and  Sheridan. 
His  real-estate  holdings  are  extensive  and  valu- 
able, and  include  several  farms  in  the  vicinitv  of 
Hennessey.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Citizens’  State  Bank,  and  was  its  president  until 
a reorganization  was  effected  under  the  United 
States  statutes,  in  1900.  as  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Hennessey.  He  now  fills  the  president’s 
chair  in  the  latter  institution,  in  which  he  is  a 
large  stockholder  and  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

Tn  Wellington,  Kans.,  Mr.  Block  married  Miss 
Eliza  Fletcher,  who  was  born  near  Mattoon,  111., 
and  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  a 
lady  of  culture.  In  politics  Mr.  Block  is  a 
Democrat  and  stands  high  in  the  councils  of  his 


party,  being  a member  of  the  county  central 
committee,  and  chairman  of  the  city  committee. 
As  before  stated,  he  is  serving  his  fourth  term 
as  president  of  the  Hennessey  board  of  trustees, 
which  office  carries  with  it  all  the  duties  of 
mayor.  He  has  discharged  his  duties  with  a 
fidelity  and  capability  that  commend  him  to  the 
suffrages -of  the  people.  He  is  a member  of 
Coronado  Lodge  No.  9,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Hen- 
nessey; past  noble  grand  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  a member  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Knights  of 
Pvthias.  . 


CII.  BESSENT,  cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  Norman,  has  been  a 
citizen  of  this  place  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and  by  his  enterprise  and  public  spirit  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  upbuilding  of 
this  now  flourishing  county-seat.  His  ability  as 
a financier  is  recognized,  and  his  fellow-citizens 
made  a wise  choice  when  they  honored  him 
with  the  office  of  city  treasurer.  During  the 
two  terms  of  his  incumEencv  he  made  a highly 
creditable  record,  and  placed  Norman  upon  a 
secure  financial  basis.  Fie  favors  all  improve- 
ments which  are  calculated  to  permanently  ben- 
fit  the  community,  and  is  liberal  to  all  worthy 
enterprises. 

The  family  of  which  C.  H.  Bessent  is  a sterling 
representative  originated  in  France  several  gen- 
erations ago,  and  one  branch  adheres  to  the  old 
orthography — Besant.  At  an  early  day  in  the 
colonial  history  of  North  Carolina  the  family 
was  established  there,  and  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject.  William  Bessent,  was  born  and 
passed  his  life  upon  a plantation  in  that  state. 
His  son,  William  B..  father  of  C.  IT.  Bessent. 
was  a native  of  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Trenton,  Tenn.,  in  early  manhood,  and 
there  was  employed  at  his  trade  of  wheelwright, 
manufacturing  carriages  and  wagons.  He  de- 
parted this  life  in  Humboldt.  Tenn.,  when  in  his 
sixty-third  year.  1 1 is  widow.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Repult)  Bessent.  likewise  a native  of  Salisbury. 
N.  C.,  and  daughter  of  a well-to-do  planter, 
now  resides  in  Ferris,  Tex.  J.  C.,  eldest  son  of 
William  P.  and  Elizabeth  Bessent.  belonged  to 
a Tennessee  regiment  during  the  Civil  war.  and 
now  is  a citizen  of  Greenfield,  Tenn.  Another 
son.  George  AT.,  is  the  proprietor  of  a grocerv 
in  Norman,  and  Jesse  is  a merchant  of  Sadler. 
Tex.  One  of  the  nine  who  constituted  the  par- 
ental family  died  when  young,  and  two  have 
since  passed  away. 

The  birth  of  C.  IT.  Bessent  occurred  in  Tren- 
ton. Tenn.,  January  0,  1857,  and  in  the  schools 
of  that  place  he  received  his  elementary  educa- 
tion, later  becoming  a student  in  Andrew  Col- 
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|0lre.  At  twenty  years  of  age  he  embarked  upon 
his  business  career  by  obtaining  a position  as  a 
clerk,  in  Whiteboro,  Tex.  For  ten  years  he  was 
employed  by  one  mercantile  firm  in  that  place,  a 
portion  of  the  time  having  entire  charge  of  the 
books.  In  1887  he  was  in  business  on  his  own 
account  at  Gainesville,  Tex.,  and  in  1888  went 
to  California,  traveling  in  the  interests  of  a 
wholesale  grocery  house. 

In  February,  1891,  Mr.  Bessent  came  to  Nor- 
man and  assisted  in  organizing  the  Norman 
State  Bank,  the  first  one  in  the  place.  T.  M. 
Richardson  was  chosen  as  president  of  the  new 
institution,  George  T.  Reynolds  as  its  vice- 
president,  and  C.  H.  Bessent  as  cashier.  The 
bank  had  a capital  of  $30,000  during  the  first 
nine  years  of  its  existence,  and  in  February, 
0)00,  it  rose  to  the  dignity  which  it  now  enjoys— 
that  of  being  capitalized  at  $50,000,  and  known 
as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Norman.  In 
1893  the  bank  officials  built  the  substantial  build- 
ing occupied  by  the  bank  ever  since  the  com- 
pletion of  the  structure.  Doing  a general 
banking  business,  and  finding  great  favor  with 
the  public,  the  bank  has  prospered,  and  is 
steadily  growing  in  importance,  ranking  well  in 
the  Oklahoma  Bankers’  Association. 

In  Whitesboro,  Tex.,  Mr.  Bessent  married 
'Miss  Jennie  Godfrey,  who  was  born  near  Cor- 
inth, Miss.  They  have  an  attractive  home,  and 
chief  among  their  treasures  are  their  four  little 
daughters,  who  are  named  respectively,  in  order 
of  birth,  Erma,  Nina,  Bertha  and  Edna. 

One  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church,  Mr.  Bessent  loyally 
worked  in  its  interests  when  it  was  in  its  infant 
stage,  and  as  one  of  the  building  committee  ac- 
complished much  for  the  congregation.  At 
present  he  is  serving  as  one  of  the  ruling  elders, 
lie  belongs  to  Norman  Lodge  No.  5,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  was  raised  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
in  Cvrus  Chapter  No.  3.  of  Oklahoma  City.  His 
ballot  is  given  to  the  nominees  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  

AB.  WEBBER,  91.  D.,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  business  men 
of  Pawnee,  is  a member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Webber  & Driesbach,  prominent 
and  successful  druggists  of  that  place.  Starting 
<>ut  in  life  for  himself  with  no  capital  he  has 
shown  in  his  successful  career  that  he  has  the 
ability  to  plan  wisely  and  execute  with  energy, 
a combination  which,  when  possessed  by  men 
in  any  walk  of  life,  never  fails  to  effect  notable 
results. 

1 he  Doctor  is  a native  of  Iowa,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Savannah,  Davis  county, 
June  5,  1863.  His  paternal  grandfather,  David 
1 1 ■ Webber,  was  also  a physician,  and  a gradu- 


ate of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 
He  was  a native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  was 
successfully  engaged  in  practice  at  Dayton, 
Ohio,  for  many  years,  but  after  the  Civil  war 
removed  to  Paris,  Tex.,  where  he  followed  his 
chosen  profession  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  he  was  over  eighty-four  years  of 
age.  Our  subject’s  father  was  born  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  also  bore  the  name  of  David.  By 
trade  he  was  a chairmaker,  and  after  his  removal 
to  Iowa,  in  1857,  conducted  a chair  factorv  in 
Savannah  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1871. 
He  belonged  to  an  Iowa  regiment  in  the  Civil 
war.  In  early'  life  he  married  Miss  Frances 
Skain,  a native  of  Vincennes,  Ind.  Her  father 
was  a pioneer  farmer  of  that  state,  where  he  and 
his  wife  both  died  when  Mrs.  Webber  was  only 
a year  old.  Her  death  occurred  in  Savannah, 
Iowa.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children, 
namely:  John  C.,  a graduate  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and 
now  a practicing  physician  of  Perth,  Ivans.; 
Sarah  J.,  wife  of  J.  A.  Brunk,  of  Savannah,  Iowa; 
A.  B.,  our  subject;  I.  D.,  a farmer  of  Missouri; 
and  D.  H.,  a farmer  of  Savannah,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Webber  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
town,  and  obtained  his  elementary  education  in 
its  public  schools,  subsequently  attending  the 
Southern  Iowa  Normal  School  at  Bloomfield. 
He  made  his  own  way  throug'h  college  by  work- 
ing on  farms  and  at  other  occupations.  He 
began  his  preparation  to  enter  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  the  office  of  Dr.  Ivratzer  and  his 
brother,  and  in  1SS7  attended  a course  of  lectures 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  & Surgeons  at 
Keokuk.  He  was  then  engaged  in  practice  with 
his  brother  at  Perth,  Ivans.,  until  18S9,  when  he 
entered  the  senior  class  at  the  Ensworth  Medical 
College  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  graduating  there  in 
1890,  with  the  degree  of  91.  D.  After  his  gradu- 
ation the  Doctor  was  engaged  in  practice  at 
Greenwich,  Ivans,,  until  the  opening  of  the 
Cherokee  strip  on  the  16th  of  September,  1S93, 
when  he  came  to  Pawnee.  At  first  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  this  place, 
but  there  being  no  drug  store  here,  he  opened 
one  on  the  13th  of  October,  the  same  year,  in  a 
building  twenty-four  feet  square,  as  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Webber  & Reid.  In  April,  1S94. 
he  purchased  a lot  on  the  south  side  and  erected 
a frame  building  20x52  feet,  which  he  occupied 
until  April,  1900,  when  he  sold  that  propertv  and 
built  his  present  store  on  the  south  side,  which 
is  25x80  feet  and  is  quite  modern  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments, being  finished  in  quarter-sawed  oak 
and  containing  a double-deck  show-case  and 
entirely  new  'fixtures.  A new  stock  of  drugs 
has  been  put  in,  and  the  firm  now  have  one  of 
the  best  stores  of  the  kind  in  the  territorv.  In 
the  summer  of  1900  Dr.  Webber  formed  a part- 
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nership  with  Dr.  C.  W.  Driesbach,  and  under  the 
firm  name  of  Webber  & Driesbach  they  are 
now  doing’  business. 

Dr.  Webber  was  made  an  Odd  Fellow  at  Ben- 
ton, Kans.,  but  now  holds  membership  in  the 
lodge  No.  22,  at  Pawnee,  and  is  past  noble  grand 
of  the  same.  He  also  belongs  to  Pawnee  Lodge 
No.  17,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  


JC.  MCCLELLAND.  As  a banker,  agricul- 
turist, stock-raiser  and  all-around  enter- 
prising business  man,  Mr.  McClelland  has 
substantially  impressed  his  ability  and  personal- 
ity upon  the  community  wherein  he  has  elected 
to  reside.  Upon  coming  to  the  vicinity  of  Pond 
Creek  in  September  of  1893,  he  located  on  a 
claim  adjoining  the  town  on  the  south,  which 
was  later  sold.  Subsequently  another  farm  west 
of  the  original  claim  was  purchased. 

From  this  comparatively  small  beginning  in  the 
land-owning  industry,  Mr.  McClelland  has 
evolved  broad  interests,  and  accumulated  much 
of  this  world's  possessions,  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  large  land  owners,  and  among  the  most 
thrifty  and  broad-minded  of  the  pioneers.  Be- 
sides four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  he 
owns  a fine  residence  in  Pond  Creek,  the  build- 
ing in  which  his  banking  enterprise  is  conducted, 
and  a large  store  building.  The  farm  is  stocked 
with  about  two  hundred  head  of  cattle,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  improved  and  well  equipped  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Almost  from  the  first  of  his  residence  in  the 
territory,  Mr.  McClelland  became  interested  in 
the  bank  of  which  he  is  now  the  president,  suc- 
ceeding to  his  present  responsible  position  in 
1896.  The  Pond  Creek  Bank  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence and  patronage  of  the  entire  community, 
and  is  conducted  on  sound  business  principles. 

A native  of  Callawav  county.  Mo.,  Mr.  Mc- 
Clelland was  born  September  13,  1856,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  R.  and  Martha  A.  McClelland.  The 
former  is  now  living  in  Joplin,  Mo.,  and  the 
latter  died  in  Colorado.  When  their  son  J.  C. 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  they  moved  to  Colo- 
rado, where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  decided  to  start  out 
in  the  world  for  himself,  and  consequently 
settled  in  Kingman  county.  Kans.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  There  he  at- 
tained to  considerable  prominence  in  the  political 
world,  and  served  as  sheriff  of  his  county  from 
1886  until  1890,  being  twice  elected  to  the  office. 
He  also  served  as  delegate  to  the  national  con- 
vention of  his  county. 

In  1878  Mr.  McClelland  married  Marv  W. 
Lawson,  a daughter  of  John  B.  and  Zcrclda  F. 


Lawson,  farmers  of  Kingman  county.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  two  children:  Helen  W., 
is  a graduate  of  Hardin  College  in  Missouri; 
and  John  L.  is  now  connected  with  the  Rock 
Island  Railroad  at  Houston,  having  formerly 
been  a student  at  military  schools  in  Missouri 
and  Indiana,  and  at  the  Wichita  Business  Col- 
lege. Mrs.  McClelland  and  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  McClelland  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order,  having  joined  that  order  at  Kingman,  and 
was  made  a Knight  Templar  at  Hutchinson,  and 
now  is  connected  with  the  chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  in 
Enid.  


J j.  EVANS,  M.  D.  The  Evans  family  have 
. for  many  years  been  distinguished  in  their 
different  lines  of  occupation,  and  have  been 
prominent  in  the  intellectual  and  professional 
life  of  the  localities  in  which  they  have  resided. 
The  science  of  medicine  has  claimed  the  abilities 
and  life-work  of  J.  J.  Evans,  who  has  been  a 
worthy  follower  of  the  seer,  Aesculapius.  His 
mother’s  father,  Dr.  J.  C.  Westerfield,  was  for 
forty  years  an  able  medical  exponent  in  south- 
east Kentucky,  and  had  a far-reaching  reputa- 
tion for  skill  as  a healer  of  men.  J.  J.  Evans’ 
father,  J.  F.  Evans,  was  a minister  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  and  through  southeastern  Ken- 
tucky, and  passed  the  years  of  his  activity  in 
Kentucky. 

At  Barbersville,  Ivy.,  which  had  been  the  home 
of  his  father  for  many  years,  Dr.  T.  J.  Evans  was 
born  in  1872.  During  his  youth  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  fine  and  uplifting  influences,  and 
had  before  him  the  example  of  a life  of  industry 
and  usefulness.  He  naturally  selected  the  science 
of  medicine  as  a fitting  field  for  his  future  ef- 
forts, and  with  this  in  view  entered  the  Univer- 
sity of  Louisville  Medical  Department,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1S93.  Subsequently 
he  practiced  in  Conway  Springs?  Ivans.,  and  at 
Rogers,  'Ark.,  and  located  in  Stroud,  Lincoln 
county,  in  April  of  1898.  He  has  here  met  with 
a high  degree  of  appreciation,  which  his  con- 
scientious and  painstaking  methods  will  alwavs 
elicit.  He  has  had  the  advantage  of  a new  and 
promising  locality,  and  of  the  enthusiasm  born 
of  a devoted  faith  in  the  best  tenets  of  a great 
profession. 

Aside  from  his  regular  duties  in  the  commu- 
nity, Dr.  Evans  has  been  called  by  virtue  of  his 
ability  in  several  directions,  and  has  received 
substantial  recognition  of  the  estimation  in 
which  he  is  held.  He  is  superintendent  of  the 
County  Board  of  Health,  and  is  surgeon  for  the 
Northwestern  Cotton  Seed  and  Oil  Company. 
For  one  year  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Pension  Examiners.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Oklahoma  Territorial  Medical  Asso- 
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Cation,  and  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Fraternally  the  doctor  is  associated  with 
the  Masonic  order,  and  is  a charter  member  and 
master  of  the  Stroud  Lodge,  of  forty-eight  Ma- 
sons. As  a Knight  of  Pythias  he  is  a member 
<>f  Stroud  Lodge  No.  26,  and  in  the  Modern 
Woodmen  he  is  connected  with  the  lodge  in 
Kansas.  He  is  also  a member  and  medical  ex- 
aminer of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. In  1895  Dr.  Evans  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Lulu  B.  Nunn.  There  are  no  children  of 
this  union. 


CHARLES  E.  BILLINGSLEY.  Within  a 
comparatively  short  period  Guthrie  lias 
come  to  the  front  ranks  of  western  cities. 
This  remarkable  growth  and  prosperity  must 
be  attributed  largely  to  its  sound  financial  insti- 
tutions and  its  energetic  business  men.  Many 
of  its  young  men,  possessing  the  enthusiasm  and 
zeal  of  early  manhood,  have  achieved  honorable 
positions  and  enviable  reputations  here,  and  by 
the  deep  interest  which  they  take  in  the  city’s 
advancement  have  earned  a place  in  local  his- 
torical records. 

Of  this  number,  Charles  E.  Billingsley  is  a 
leading  citizen,  popular  with  all  classes.  As 
president  of  the  Capitol  National  Bank  of  Guth- 
rie, he  is  carrying  forward  the  work  begun  by 
his  honored  father,  the  late  George  E.  Billings- 
ley, from  whom  he  undoubtedly  inherited  his 
marked  talents  as  a financier.  The  only  child 
of  his  parents,  he  was  born  in  Warrensburg, 
Mo.,  April  S,  1872.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended 
the  private  school  in  Greenville,  Miss.,  and  com- 
pleted his  collegiate  education  in  the  University 
of  the  South,  at  Suwanee,  Tenn.,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1890,  with  the  degree  of  Bache- 
lor of  Arts.  Afterward  he  earned  the  further 
honor  of  Master  of  Arts,  which  degree  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  his  alma  mater.  Soon  after 
leaving  college  he  commenced  his  career  as  a 
financier  by  entering  the  Rome  (Ga.)  National 
Bank,  of  which  his  father  was  the  president, 
and,  gradually  working  his  way  upward,  by 
his  own  merits,  he  was  given  the  position  of  as- 
sistant cashier. 

In  January,  1894,  Air.  Billingsley  came  to 
1 luthrie,  and  was  soon  made  cashier  of  the  Cap- 
itol National  Bank,  which  position  he  held  until 
alter  his  father’s  death,  when  he  was  made  presi- 
dent of  the  bank.  As  is  commonly  known,  this 
is  one  of  the  oldest  banking  houses  in  the  ter- 
ritory.  It  now  has  a capital  of  $50,000,  a sur- 
plus of  $10,000,  and  undivided  net  profits  of 
$5,200,  while  the  deposits  (report  of  December 
2,  1900)  amounted  to  nearly  $400,000.  As  a 
financial  institution,  it  is  everywhere  regarded 
as  one  of  Oklahoma’s  most  reliable  and  solid 
concerns. 


Besides  his  interests  in  Guthrie,  Mr.  Billings- 
ley has  investments  in  farm  lands  in  Logan 
county.  In  financial  circles  he  is  considered  to 
be  a rising  young  man.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Oklahoma  and  the  American  Bankers’  Associa- 
tions. Politically  he  gives  his  influence  to  the 
Democratic  party.  In  fraternal  relations  he  is 
connected  with  Guthrie  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree 
in  Masonry.  At  this  writing  he  is  a director  in 
the  Guthrie  Club.  Reared  in  the  Episcopalian 
faith,  he  is  connected  with  that  denomination 
and  holds  the  office  of  vestryman  in  the  Guthrie 
Church. 


George  edward  Billingsley. 

From  the  time  of  his  settlement  in  Guth- 
rie, in  1894,  until  his  death,  five  years 
later,  George  E.  Billingsley  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  financiers  of  this  city.  He  was  born 
in  Bradford,  England,  October  21,  1846,  and  was 
a son  of  Edward  and  Martha  (Pratt)  Billingsley, 
natives  of  Bowling  York,  England,  where  the 
family  was  well  connected  and  highly  esteemed. 
His  father  emigrated  from  England  to  Canada 
some  years  after  his  marriage,  but  soon  came 
to  the  States  and  settled  in  Girard,  111.,  where 
he  embarked  in  the  live-stock  business.  His  ob- 
ject in  coming  to  America  was  principally  to 
engage  in  farm  pursuits,  in  order  that  his  son 
should  become  a farmer  and  thus  avoid  the  anx- 
ieties of  a business  career.  With  that  end  in 
view,  he  bought  a farm  near  Zanesville,  111.,  but, 
finding  that  his  son  had  no  taste  for  a farmer's 
life,  and  becoming  weary  of  it  himself,  he  sold 
the  farm  and  removed  to  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
where  he  made  his  home  about  twenty  years. 
Finally  retiring  from  business  pursuits,  he  set- 
tled in  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years. 

At  the  time  the  family  settled  in  this  countrv 
George  E.  Billingsley  was  twelve  years  of  age. 
He  was  a student  in  Shurtleff  College,  at  Alton. 
111.  Though  a mere  boy  at  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  war,  he  was  desirous  of  entering  the 
Union  army,  and  his  father,  to  circumvent  that 
youthful  ambition,  sent  him  to  a school  in  Can- 
ada. Returning  to  the  States,  he  finished  his 
literary  education  in  Shurtleff  College,  and  after 
his  graduation  there  he  attended  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton’s Business  College,  Chicago,  from  which 
he  also  graduated.  Thus  he  laid  a good  founda- 
tion for  the  business  career  that  awaited  him. 
His  first  position  was  as  bookkeeper  for  Dog- 
gett  & Moore  Dry  Goods  Company.  Later  he 
conducted  the  flour  nulls  in  Girard,  111.  In  that 
place  he  was  married,  December  27.  1S70.  to 
Miss  Lizzie  A.  Magoon,  daughter  of  Willard  A. 
and  Adeline  (Blake)  Magoon,  natives  of  Canada. 
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His  wife  was  educated  in  Girard  and  was  a 
faithful  and  worthy  helpmate. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Billingsley  sold  his 
flour  mills  and  removed  to  Warrensburg,  Mo., 
where  he  conducted  a hardware  store  for  four 
years.  In  this  enterprise  he  prospered.  At  the 
solicitation  of  his  uncle,  W.  H.  Stead,  of  South- 
port,  England,  he  accepted  a position  as  man- 
ager of  the  W.  & W.  H.  Stead  Cotton  Seed  Oil 
Company,  at  Greenville,  Miss.,  in  which  he  was 
also  a stockholder.  In  this  business  he  was  re- 
markably successful.  After  twenty  years  he  sold 
out  his  interests  and  embarked  in  the  banking 
bu  siness  at  Rome,  Ga.  While  in  the  cotton  seed 
oil  business  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  ocean  twelve 
times.  He  managed  the  large  cotton  seed  plants 
of  Natchez,  Vicksburg,  Arkansas  City  and  other 
points,  in  the  interests  of  a New  York  syndicate. 
After  a successful  year  at  Rome,  Ga.,  he  went  to 
Mammoth  Springs,  Ark.,  and  managed  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company  that  owned  the  springs  and 
most  of  the  town.  Such  inducements  were  made 
to  him  by  the  owners,  Messrs.  Cochran  and 
Hill,  old  business  friends  of  his,  that  he  re- 
mained there  for  three  years,  meantime  putting 
the  venture  upon  a solid  financial  basis. 

January,  1894,  found  Mr.  Billingsley  in  Guth- 
rie, where  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  Capitol 
National  Bank.  After  one  year  he  became  sole 
proprietor  and  was  its  president  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  October  14,  1899.  He  brought 
with  him  to  Guthrie  such  high  social  standing 
and  such  a reputation  as  a financier  that  the 
people  were  favorably  impressed  at  the  outset, 
and  subsequent  events  but  deepened  their  confi- 
dence in  his  judgment  and  ability.  He  was  rec- 
ognized as  a man  of  superior  ability,  high  moral 
standing  and  unimpeachable  integrity.  A kind 
heart  was  one  of  his  noticeable  attributes.  He 
never  foreclosed  a mortgage.  Strictly  honest  in 
every  transaction,  he  never  took  advantage  of 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  but  proved  him- 
self worthy  of  his  high  reputation.  His  charities 
were  quietly  and  unostentatiously  distributed, 
and  were  known  to  none  save  the  special  objects 
of  his  benefactions.  The  poor,  the  needy  and 
the  distressed  always  found  in  him  a wise  coun- 
selor and  helpful  friend.  Fraternally  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  Templar.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  officiating-  as  a vestryman 
in  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Guthrie.  His  body 
was  taken  to  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  where  it  was 
interred  with  Masonic  honors. 


GEORGE  L.  WILES,  M.  D.  The  science 
of  medicine  has  an  able  exponent  in  I)r. 
Wiles,  who  came  to  Carney  in  July  of 
1893,  and  has  since  conducted  a large  and  lucra- 
tive practice.  He  has  won  the  confidence  of 


the  community  by  his  skill  in  diagnosis  and 
treatment,  and  by  the  application  of  the  highest 
principles  of  the  profession.  It  is  much  to  be 
able  to  turn  our  ability  in  the  proper  groove,  and 
to  seize  the  opportunity  which  tends  to  the  de- 
velopment of  our  greatest  good.  This  is  true  of 
Dr.  Wiles,  who  not  only  dignifies  his  calling,  but 
is  particularly  fitted  for  it  by  virtue  of  natural 
gifts,  and  fine  social  qualities. 

A native  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Dr.  Wiles  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  town  of  his 
birth.  He  early  displayed  the  traits  which  make 
for  success,  and  upon  deciding  to  turn  his  at- 
tention to  the  study  of  medicine,  entered  Ens- 
worth  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1891.  His  first  field  for  the  application  of  his 
professional  knowledge  was  among  the  people 
who  had  known  him  from  childhood  up,  and  for 
two  years  he  ministered  to  the  physical  woes  of 
his  native  city.  L’pon  coming  to  Carney  he 
became  the  partner  of  a druggist,  and  for  sev- 
eral months  was  interested  in  the  drug  business. 
As  proof  of  his  success  in  this  locality  of  wonder- 
ful promise,  the  doctor  has  amassed  considerable 
of  this  world's  goods  and  owns  considerable 
real  estate  in  his  adopted  town. 

In  1895  occurred  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Wiles 
and  May  Wood,  of  Dakota,  and  a daughter  of 
J.  W.  Wood,  of  Carney.  Dr.  Wiles  has  received 
recognition  from  several  different  sources,  and  is 
medical  examiner  for  the  Mutual  Reserve  Life 
Association,  of  New  York,  and  for  several  other 
associations.  He  is  fraternally  interested  in,  and 
a member  of,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  is  med- 
ical examiner  of  both.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Perkins 
Lodge.  In  politics  he  is  a firm  believer  in  the 
principles  and  issues  of  the  Republican  parte. 
With  his  wife  he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  active  in  its  works  and  charities. 

As  the  only  practicing  physician  and  surgeon 
in  a continually  growing  town.  Dr.  Wiles  has 
every  reason  to  view  with  kindly  expectations 
his  future  field  of  effort,  and  to  rejoice  at  the 
many  evidences  of  appreciation  which  greet  him 
at  every  turn,  and  which  must  needs  follow  in 
the  wake  of  the  broad  and  skillful  delineation  of 
a noble  and  resourceful  science. 


HON.  \\ . C.  STEA  ENS,  member  of  the 
Oklahoma  legislature,  is  a well-known 
citizen  of  Hennessey.  His  original  ances- 
try was  a blending  of  Scotch  and  Irish  blood, 
and  his  early  American  progenitors  were  among 
the  devoted  band  who  settled  at  and  near  Plym- 
outh, Mass.,  in  the  hope  of  founding  a colony, 
the  corner-stone  of  which  should  be  civil  and 
religious  freedom.  A later  generation  was 
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among  the  early  settlers  of  the  Pine  Tree  state, 
ulil  it  was  at  Lewiston,  Me.,  that  Mr.  Stevens 
an,l  his  father,  C.  P.,  were  born.  The  latter 
served  with  gallantry  and  distinction  from  the 
beginning  to  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  enlisting 
m Company  E,  of  the  Fifth  Maine  Infantry.  He 
was  three  times  wounded,  once  in  the  arm  and 
twice  in  the  head,  but  persevered  in  his  cotm- 
trv’s  service  to  the  end.  He  was  famed  for  his 
courage,  and  wore  the  shoulder-straps  of  a sec- 
ond lieutenant  when  he  received  his  discharge. 
After  quitting  the  service  he  went  to  Iowa,  and 
front  that  state,  in  1870,  to  Kansas,  settling  near 
Beloit,  the  county  seat  of  Mitchell  county. 
There  he  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  His 
innate  mental  strength,  no  less  than  his  force 
of  character,  soon  enabled  him  to  forge  to  the 
front.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  Beloit,  filling 
the  office  for  one  term.  In  1894  he  removed  to 
Benicia,  Cal.,  where  he  filled  the  office  of  prose- 
cuting attorney.  In  politics  he  has  always  been 
a Republican,  and  in  religion  a Baptist.  He  is 
connected  with  the.  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. He  married  Sarah  Small,  who  was  born  in 
Lewiston,  Me.,  her  father  having  been  a lum- 
berman and  owner  of  a flour  and  grist  mill  in 
that  city.  They  became  the  parents  of  a son  and 
daughter,  the  latter  being  Sarah,  wife  of  Walter 
Rankin,  of  Benicia,  Cal. 

W.  C.  Stevens  was  born  August  25,  1867,  and 
passed  his  youth  in  Kansas,  graduating  at  the 
high  school  of  Beloit  in  1884,  after  which  he 
took  a course  of  two  years  in  the  academic  de- 
partment of  the  Kansas  University,  in  Lawrence. 
Abandoning  the  classical  course  at  the  end  of 
his  sophomore  year,  he  matriculated  in  the  Uni- 
versity law  school,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1886.  For  eight  years  he 
practiced,  with  his  father,  in  Beloit,  where  his 
professional  ability  and  recognized  probity 
gained  for  him  a large  clientage.  His  fellow- 
townsmen  showed  their  appreciation  of  his  ripe 
culture  and  moral  worth  by  making  him  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education.  In  1894  he  trans- 
ferred his  residence  to  Hennessey,  Okla.,  and 
from  the  time  of  his  arrival  his  inborn  ability 
challenged  and  enforced  respect.  Twice  he  has 
been  appointed  city  attorney  of  Hennessey.  In 
January,  1897,  he  was  the  successful  candidate, 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  for  the  office  of  pro- 
bate judge,  his  term  expiring  in  January,  1899, 
the  tender  of  a renomination  being  persistently 
and  emphatically  refused.  Meanwhile,  in  1S9S, 
be  had  been  unanimously  and  enthusiastically 
named,  by  acclamation,  as  his  party's  choice  for 
a -cat  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  territorial  legis- 
lature, which  assembled,  in  its  fifth  annual  ses- 
Moti,  in  1899.  His  fellow-members  were  quick 
to  recognize  his  ability  and  ready  grasp  of  public 


questions,  and  the  position  of  a leader  fell  to 
him.  as  though  by  the  operation  of  the  law  of 
gravitation.  He  was  given  the  chairmanship  of 
the  committee  on  judiciary  and  a seat  in  other 
committees  scarcely  less  important.  He  pre- 
pared and  drafted  several  of  the  important  meas- 
ures introduced  at  that  session,  looking  to  the 
development  of  the  territory  and  the  fostering 
of  its  interests.  Among  these  were  the  Cushion 
monument  bill  and  a bill  for  the  regulation  of 
elections  in  Oklahoma,  both  of  which  became  a 
part  of  the  territorial  statute  law. 

While  a young  attorney  in  Beloit,  Ivans.,  Mr. 
Stevens  married  Miss  Alice  E.,  daughter  of  Paul 
Casley,  who  was  United  States  mail  agent  for 
the  Union  Pacific  road  at  Beloit.  Mrs.  Stevens 
was  born  in  Michigan,  and  graduated  from  the 
high  school  of  Beloit,  Ivans.  They  have  one 
child,  La  Verne.  Mr.  Stevens  is  a member  of 
the  Rebekahs  and  Encampment  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows, also  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In  March,  1S99, 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the?  board  of  trustees 
of  Kingfisher  College.  While  in  Beloit,  he  be- 
came a charter  member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
there  and  was  the  first  captain  of  the  post.  He 
contributes  liberally  to  philanthropic  and  relig- 
ious movements,  especially  to  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Stevens  is  a member. 


HON.  C.  J.  WRIGHTSMAN.  As  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous  figures  in  the  first  dec- 
ade of  Oklahoma’s  territorial  existence, 
Hon.  C.  J.  Wrightsman  is  deserving  of  special 
mention.  The  distinctive  position  which  he  holds 
as  a statesman  is  equaled  by  his  precedence  in 
the  field  of  jurisprudence,  and  few  men  of  his 
years  have  risen  to  such  high  honors.  Political 
power,  to  him,  has  meant  an  opportunitv  of  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  conscien- 
tiously, according  to  his  light,  he  has  fulfilled  his 
obligations  to  his  fellow-men. 

On  the  paternal  side,  Mr.  Wrightsman  comes 
of  an  old  Southern  family.  His  grandfather, 
Daniel  Wrightsman,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and 
there  owned  and  managed  a plantation.  During 
the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted  and  served  at  the  bat- 
tle of  New  Orleans,  under  General  Jackson,  with 
the  rank  of  an  officer.  Later  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  Tennessee,  where  he  entered  a tract  of 
land,  his  home  being  in  or  near  Limestone.  He 
was  opposed  to  slavery  on  principle,  and  reared 
his  sons  as  true  patriots. 

One  of  the  number.  Dr.  P.  R.  Wrightsman, 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  is  a graduate  of  the  Cincin- 
nati Eclectic  College,  and,  after  practicing  his 
profession  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  South  Bend, 
link,  removed  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where  he  is  pros- 
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pering.  During  the  Civil  war  he  rendered  the 
Union  army  valuable  service  as  a scout,  as  he 
was  familiar  with  the  part  of  Tennessee  in  which 
he  had  been  reared.  For  a wife  he  chose  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Samuel  Witter,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est white  settlers  in  St.  Joseph  county,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Wrightsman  was  born  on  her  father's 
old  homestead  near  that  city,  and  two  of  her 
children  survive,  namely:  C.  J.  and  Mary  C.,  the 
latter  living  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  birth  of  C.  J.  Wrightsman  took  place  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  September  7,  1868.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  South  Bend,  and  the  nor- 
mal at  Emporia,  Kans.,  after  which  he  matricu- 
lated in  Georgetown  University,  near  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  He  was  graduated  there  May  1, 
1890,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law’s,  and 
at  once  was  admitted  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Wisely  deciding  to  become  a citizen  of  Okla- 
homa, Mr.  Wrightsman  located  in  Oklahoma 
City,  in  the  autumn  of  1890,  and  was  engaged  in 
law  practice  there  until  September  22,1891,  when 
he  removed  to  Tecumseh,  county  seat  of  Potta- 
watomie county,  Okla.  In  1892  he  was  elected 
to  the  second  general  assembly  of  this  territory 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  receiving  a flattering 
majority.  In  that  honorable  body  he  played  a 
very  active  part,  as  he  was  the  author  of  the 
Wrightsman  anti-gambling  bill  and  nine  other 
bills  of  importance,  which  became  laws  and  re- 
main on  the  statute  books  of  the  territory.  Al- 
together, the  young  man  enjoys  the  honor  of 
having  piloted  more  bills  through  the  legisla- 
ture than  any  other  statesman,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  great  opposition  was  offered  to 
several  of  them.  Fie  was  the  chairman  or  mem- 
ber of  a number  of  important  committees,  and 
won  the  admiration  of  the  general  public  by  his 
fearless,  convincing  attitude  on  all  questions  of 
vital  interest. 

September  16,  1S93,  Air.-  Wrightsman,  who 
had  been  appointed  county  attorney  of  Pawnee 
county,  took  up  his  residence  here,  and  con- 
tinued to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office 
until  July  31,  1894,  when  he  resigned,  in  order 
to  accept  a position  as  United  States  commis- 
sioner. That  his  labors  were  arduous  may  be 
inferred  when  it  is  stated  that,  with  one  excep- 
tion, he  handled  more  criminal  cases  than  any 
United  States  commissioner  within  the  bounda- 
ries of  this  republic  during  the  same  period. 
In  February,  1898,  in  order  to  devote  his  entire 
time  to  the  general  practice  of  law,  he  resigned, 
and  now  enjoys  a large  and  representative  pri- 
vate practice.  Ilis  library  is  one  of  the  finest 
to  be  found  in  the  territory,  and  his  standing  is 
high  in  the  Territorial  Bar  Association  and  in 
the  Pawnee  County  Bar  Association.  He  is  the 


local  attorney  of  the  Santa  Fe  and  is  legal  ad- 
viser for  five  banks  in  Pawnee  county. 

As  previously  indicated,  Mr.  Wrightsman  is 
considered  a factor  of  no  small  importance  in 
Democratic  circles.  He  has  served  in  the  terri- 
torial committee,  was  the  chairman  pro  tern, 
of  the  congressional  convention  in  1898,  and 
nominated  Judge  J.  R.  Keaton  as  a delegate  to 
congress.  In  1900,  at  the  Democratic  national 
convention  at  Kansas  City,  he  was  chosen  as 
chairman  of  the  Oklahoma  delegation,  and  was 
also  elected  vice-president  of  said  convention 
in  behalf  of  Oklahoma  Territory.  In  the  fra- 
ternal organizations  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a 
Knight  of  Pythias  and  a member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  belongs  to  the 
Alumni  Association  of  Georgetown  University. 

The  attractive  home  of  Mr.  Wrightsman  is 
presided  over  by  his  accomplished  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Edna  Wrightsman,  a sixth  cousin,  and  a 
native  of  Nevada,  A lo.  Her  father,  William 
Wrightsman,  was  born  in  Illinois,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  a merchant  of  Nevada.  The  only 
child  of  our  subject  and  wife  bears  the  name 
of  Charles  Bierer.  Airs.  Wrightsman  has  made 
a specialty  of  vocal  music  under  foreign  masters, 
and  possesses  an  exceptionally  rare  and  artistic 
voice.  She  holds  membership  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  this  city,  and  is  as  popular 
with  her  acquaintances  as  is  her  husband  in  his 
special  circles  of  activity. 


WB.  WEBB,  the  well-known  and  popular 
. clerk  in  charge  of  the  Pawnee  agency 
in  Oklahoma,  was  born  in  Ewing, 
Franklin  county,  111.,  on  the  4th  of  January, 
1863,  his  parents  being  Elijah  T.  and  Priscilla 
(King)  Webb,  also  natives  of  that  countv.  and 
representatives  of  prominent  pioneer  families 
of  Illinois.  Our  subject’s  paternal  great-grand- 
father was  born  in  Virginia  of  Irish  descent  and 
was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  Prairie 
state.  He  was  a soldier  of  both  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  the  war  of  1812.  The  grand- 
father, Lewis  Webb,  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  111.,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  dying 
there  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  merchant,  conducting  the  first  store 
in  his  locality,  it  being  a country  store  two  miles 
from  Ewing.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  also 
an  agriculturist.  At  an  early  day  he  removed 
to  Kansas,  but  after  spending  about  two  vears 
in  Humboldt,  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  located 
on  his  father’s  old  homestead,  where  he  still  re- 
sides at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  Ilis  wife 
died  in  Illinois.  She  was  a daughter  of  Baker 
King,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  in  1810.  and 
removed  with  his  father  to  Illinois  at  a very  early 
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day  in  the  development  of  that  state.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  children,  his 
brother  being-  Riley  D.,  a farmer  of  Illinois ; his 
sister  died  in  infancy. 

W.  B.  Webb  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  in  the  meantime  ac- 
quired a good  education  in  the  district  schools 
near  his  home,  the  high  school  of  Ewing,  and 
Ewing  College.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof  he 
was  employed  as  bookkeeper  at  Evansville,  Ind., 
for  one  year,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned 
to  the  farm.  In  18S8  he  was  elected  circuit  clerk 
and  ex-officio  county  recorder  of  his  native  coun- 
tv,  which  position  he  acceptably  filled  four  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  resumed  farming,  and 
is  still  the  owner  of  a valuable  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  two  miles  from  Ewing. 

While  a resident  of  Illinois,  Mr.  Webb  mar- 
ried Miss  Dollie  Nave,  also  a native  of  Franklin 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Isaac  Nave,  who  fol- 
lowed farming  there  and  served  in  an  Illinois 
regiment  during  the  Civil  war.  Mrs.  Webb  was 
educated  at  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal  School 
at  Carbondalc.  Three  children  were  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  Clarence,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  and  a half  years;  and  Ralph 
and  Leslie,  who  are  still  living. 

In  July,  1893,  Mr.  Webb  was  appointed  clerk 
in  charge  of  the  Otoe  agency  and  came  to  Ponca, 
Okla.,but  on  the  first  of  the  following  September 
he  was  promoted  to  clerk  of  the  Pawnee  agency 
and  has  since  had  charge  of  the  same,  perform- 
ing its  duties  in  an  able  and  creditable  manner, 
lie  has  charge  of  the  government  reserve  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  Black 
Bear  creek,  which  has  been  set  aside  for  gov- 
ernment purposes.  His  political  support  has  al- 
ways been  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  takes  an  active  and 
commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  a 
member  of  Benton  Lodge,  A,  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


George  harrison  Phillips,  m.  d. 

The  first  regularly  located  physician  and 
surgeon  in  Pawnee,  and  for  eleven  years 
recognized  as  a leading  member  of  his  profession 
in  Oklahoma,  Dr.  George  II.  Phillips  has  earned 
a place  of  honor  among  the  founders  of  this 
future  state.  Llis  influence  is  confidently 
counted  upon  by  the  promoters  of  progress  and 
public  improvements,  and  in  every  phase  of 
human  activity  having  for  its  object  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  race  he  is  thoroughly  interested. 
Broad-minded  and  liberal,  he  wins  friends  read- 
ily and  is  popular  with  the  general  public. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  the  doctor 
was  John  Phillips,  a native  of  Dorchester 


county,  Md.,  and  an  early  settler  of  Kentucky, 
where  he  owned  and  operated  a mill.  The  next 
in  the  line  of  descent,  Rev.  William  Phillips,  like- 
wise was  born  in  Maryland,  and  also  was  a pio- 
neer of  Kentucky.  Though  he  died  when  in  the 
prime  of  his  life,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven,  he 
already  had  made  a wide  reputation  as  a polemic 
writer  and  editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Ad- 
vocate, a Methodist  Episcopal  journal,  pub- 
lished in  Cincinnati. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Rev.  Frank- 
lin W.  and  Lucy  J.  (Dungan)  Phillips,  natives  of 
Kentucky.  The  father  was  born  November  5, 
1827,  in  Montgomery  county,  and  was  orphaned 
at  the  age  of  nine.  He  was  reared  in  Paris,  Ind., 
and  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and,  in  order  to  have  col- 
legiate advantages,  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  in  his  youth.  He  pursued  a course  in 
Woodward  College,  and  in  1848  was  ordained 
as  a minister  of  the  [Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
For  eight  years  he  labored  in  that  denomina- 
tion, spending  two  years  in  the  Kentucky  moun- 
tains, where  the  hardships  and  exposure  to  in- 
clement weather  so  affected  his  throat  that  he 
was  finally  obliged  to  give  up  public  speaking. 
Consequently  he  turned  his  attention  to  another 
field  of  usefulness,  and,  after  attending  lectures 
in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  at  Louis- 
ville, commenced  practicing  his  new  profession 
in  Livermore,  Ivy.  Later  he  went  to  Todd 
county,  Ky.,  where  he  built  up  an  extensive 
practice.  As  he  was  loyal  to  the  Union  during 
the  Civil  war,,  he  was  persecuted  by  the  guer- 
rillas and  Confederates,  who  made  frequent  raids 
upon  his  effects,  and  threatened  him  with  dire 
fates.  When  he  could  no  longer  stand  the  pres- 
sure which  was  being  brought  to  bear  upon 
him,  he  removed  to  Illinois,  and  from  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  until  his  death,  in  January,  1S88.  was 
a resident  of  that  state.  His  health  having  been 
benefited,  he  again  entered  the  ministry,  and 
occupied  pastorates  at  Mattoon,  Jacksonville. 
Springfield  and  Danville.  In  the  last-named 
place  he  was  the  presiding  elder  for  one  year, 
and  in  June,  1S74,  was  elected  superintendent  of 
the  state  institution  for  the  blind  at  Jacksonville, 
where  he  did  a noble  work.  Pie  was  connected 
with  that  successful  educational  school  for  thir- 
teen and  a half  years,  or  until  his  life  came  to  a 
close.  He  was  a Knight  Templar  [Mason  and 
an  active  Republican.  His  marriage  to  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  Richard  Dungan  took  place 
in  October,  1S53,  and  for  over  thirty-four  years 
they  pursued  the  journey  of  life  together.  Her 
father  was  a great  worker  in  the  Methodist  de- 
nomination in  Kentucky,  where  his  entire  life 
was  spent,  and  her  brother,  Rev.  G.  W.  Dungan. 
a minister  of  the  same  church,  is  at  present  lo- 
cated in  Springfield,  111.  She  was  summoned 
to  the  better  land  April  11,  1S95,  and  three  sons 
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are  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a faithful,  noble 
mother.  One,  Rev.  William  S.,  is  pastor  of  a 
Methodist  Church  at  Rossville,  111.,  and  another 
son,  Richard  M.,  is  a farmer  living  near  Yates 
Center,  Ivans. 

Dr.  George  II.  Phillips  was  born  August  4, 
1858,  in  Livermore,  Kv.,  and  when  six  years  of 
age  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  reared.  In 
the  Centennial  year  he  was  graduated  in  the 
high  school  at  Jacksonville,  and  then  entered 
Illinois  College,  having  as  one  of  his  class- 
mates, in  his  junior  year,  William  J.  Bryan. 
Having  determined  to  enter  the  medical  profes- 
sion, he  commenced  studies  along  that  line 
under  the  instructions  of  Dr.  David  Prince, 
and  March  1,  1880,  was  graduated  in  the  Miami 
Medical  College  at  Cincinnati.  In  the  follow- 
ing autumn  he  commenced  practice  in  Parsons, 
Kans.,  and,  after  an  illness  of  his  own,  located  in 
Chapin,  111.,  where  he  remained  for  about 
eighteen  months.  Going  then  to  Yates  Center, 
Kans.,  he  spent  seven  years  there,  meeting  with 
success  which  brought  his  name  into  favorable 
notice. 

In  September,  1889,  Dr.  Phillips  was  ap- 
pointed physician  to  the  Pawnee  Indians,  and 
continued  at  the  agency  until  November,  1892, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  Chilocco  Indian 
school,  still  acting  in  a professional  capacity. 
September  I,  1893,  he  was  assigned  to  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  the  Pawnee  Indian 
school  at  Pawnee,  and  served  until  June,  1894. 
Later  he  engaged  in  general  practice  and  acted 
as  surgeon  for  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  in  this 
locality.  July  1,  1900,  he  was  appointed  physi- 
cian to  the  Pawnees.  He  is  also  superintendent 
of  the  county  health  department,  and  is  a 
physician  on  the  board  before  which  insanity 
cases  appear. 

In  Jacksonville,  111.,  Dr.  Phillips  became  a 
Mason,  and  now  is  a charter  member  and  past 
master  of  Pawnee  Lodge  No.  17,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 
He  was  raised  to  the  Royal  Arch  and  Knight 
Templars  degrees  in  Arkansas  City,  and  is  a 
charter  member  and  past  high  priest  of  Pawnee 
Chapter  No.  20,  R.  A.  M.  Besides  he  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias,  a Knight  of  the  Maccabees, 
and  belongs  to  the  Fraternal  Aid  Association, 
the  Home  Annuity  and  the  American  Fraternal 
organizations.  He  is  connected  with  the  Paw- 
nee Commercial  Club,  and  was  a member  of 
the  city  council  for  one  year.  In  the  Republican 
party  he  has  been  an  active  worker,  for  a period 
was  secretary  of  the  County  Central  Committee, 
and  now  is  a member  of  the  Territorial  Central 
Committee. 

In  November,  1881,  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Phil- 
lips and  Miss  Nellie  G.  Martin  took  place  in 
Jacksonville,  111.,  where  she  had  been  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the  Illi- 


nois Woman's  College.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Franklin  Murrey.  Mrs.  Phillips  was 
born  in  Ashley,  Mo.,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel 
M.  and  Elizabeth  (Kerr)  Martin,  natives  of 
Leesburg,  Va.,  and  Ashley,  Mo.,  respectively. 
Pier  grandfather  Martin  was  a pioneer  .farmer 
of  Morgan  county,  111.,  and  her  grandfather, 
William  Kerr,  who  was  a native  of  Kentucky 
or  Virginia,  was  a very  earlv  settler  in  Mis- 
souri. Dr.  Samuel  M.  .Martin  was  a leading 
educator  in  Morgan  county  for  years,  being 
superintendent  of  the  county  schools  for  several 
terms  and  also  acting  as  county  clerk  for  four 
years.  Early  in  his  educational  career  he  was 
in  charge  of.  a women’s  seminary  at  Canton, 
Mo.,  and  later  in  life  he  was  graduated  in  a 
Chicago  medical  college,  after  which  he  prac- 
ticed in  Montana  for  live  years,  and  for  a long 
time  was  a successful  physician  of  Alameda, 
Cal.  Plis  last  years  were  spent  at  his  old  home, 
in  Jacksonville,  111.,  where  he  died  in  1897.  He 
was  a Knight  Templar  Mason,  and  was  a class- 
leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Plis 
wife  departed  this  life  in  Jacksonville,  in  1886. 
All'  of  their  children  survive.  Arthur  L.  is  a 
citizen  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  and  Murrey  K.,  is  en- 
gaged in  educational  work  in  Chicago,  111.  Mary 
L.  is  a teacher  in  the  Illinois  Institute  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb;  Mrs.  Annie  PI.  Robinson  re- 
sides in  Winfield,  Ivans.,  and  Mrs.  Minnie  E. 
Bagby  lives  in  Pawnee.  Dr.  Phillips  and  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  he  being  one  of  the  trustees. 


ME.  LAKE.  There  are  in  every  community 
. men  of  great  force  of  character  and  ex- 
ceptional ability,  who,  by  reason  of  their 
capacity  for  leadership,  become  recognized  as 
foremost  citizens,  and  bear  a most  important 
part  in  the  development  and  progress  of  the  lo- 
cality with  which  they  are  connected.  Such  a 
man  is  M.  F.  Lake,  of  Pawnee,  who  was  born  in 
Ripley,  Tenn.,  August  13,  1854,  and  is  a son  of 
Hon.  M.  F.  and  Lucinda  (Braden)  Lake,  also 
natives  of  that  state,  and  the  latter  of  Irish 
descent.  The  paternal  great-grandfather,  John 
Lake,  spent  his  entire  life  in  North  Carolina. 
The  grandfather,  Elijah  Lake,  was  born  in  that 
state,  and  became  an  extensive  planter  of  Ten- 
nessee, as  was  also  the  father  of  our  subject. 
With  two  of  his  sons,  the  latter  was  a member 
of  Colonel  Forrest's  Confederate  Cavalrv  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  captured  while  home  on 
a furlough,  being  sent  as  a prisoner  of  war  to 
Alton,  111.,  where  lie  was  held  for  some  time. 
After  the  war  he  made  his  home  in  Tennessee 
until  1869,  when  he  removed  to  Washington 
county,  Ark.,  and  was  there  engaged  in  farming 
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lintil  his  death,  in  1896.  He  was  a member  of 
the  constitutional  convention  of  Arkansas,  and 
v. as  quite  a prominent  and  influential  man  in  his 
community.  His  wife  died  in  that  state  in  1869. 
( >i  their  ten  children,  six  reached  adult  age  and 
;tre  still  living,  our  subject  being  the  only  one 
of  the  familv  in  Oklahoma. 

The  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  M.  F.  Lake 
spent  in  his  native  state,  and  then  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Arkansas.  He 
was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  leaving 
the  parental  roof  in  1872  he  went  to  Young 
county,  Tex.,  and  was  engaged  in  cattle  herding 
all  over  that  state  until  1876,  when  he  returned  to 
Arkansas  and  conducted  a general  store  at 
Viney  Grove  for  four  years.  The  following  ten 
years  were  passed  at  Dallas,  Ark.,  and  he  was 
subsequently  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in 
Vernon,  Tex.,  until  April,  1893,  when  he  was 
appointed  clerk  in  charge  of  the  Otoe  agency  in 
this  territory.  Mr.  Lake  resigned  that  position 
in  September  following  to  make  the  race  to  Paw- 
nee, and  succeeded  in  locating  a claim  of  eighty 
acres  adjoining  the  city,  which  he  has  since  con- 
verted into  a fine  farm. 

In  Washington  county,  Ark.,  Mr.  Lake  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Mock,  a native  of  that  place, 
and  a daughter  of  John  Mock,  who  was  a soldier 
in  the  Confederate  army  and  a large  farmer  of 
Arkansas,  where  he  died  in  January,  1900.  By 
this  union  were  born  three  children,  namely: 
Madge,  Clyde  and  Helen  Gould  Kathleen. 

During  his  entire  residence  in  Pawnee  Air. 
Lake  has  been  prominently  identified  with  pub- 
lic affairs  and  has  exerted  an  influence  in  the 
community.  Out  of  all  the  counties  in  the  strip 
lie  was  the  only  appointed  officer  that  was  after- 
ward elected  to  a county  office.  He  was  ap- 
pointed county  clerk  and  filled  that  position  until 
April,  1894,  when  he  received  the  appointment 
for  sheriff.  The  following  fall  he  was  elected 
to  the  latter  office  on  the  Democratic  ticket  over 
two  opponents,  and  so  creditable  and  satisfac- 
torily did  he  fill  that  office  that  he  was  re-elected 
in  1896  by  nearly  five  hundred  majority.  In 
January,  1899,  he  retired  to  private  life,  and  has 
>iuce  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  his  busi- 
ness affairs.  He  operates  his  farm  on  Bear 
creek,  and  in  1895  he  laid  out  a forty-acre  addi- 
tion to  Pawnee.  While  sheriff  of  the  countv  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Territorial  Sheriffs 
Association,  and  he  now  belongs  to  the  Com- 
mercial Club  of  Pawnee,  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, and  Pawnee  Lodge  No.  17.  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a charter  member,  having 
'"•en  made  a Mason  in  Washington  county,  Ark. 

1 1 is  political  support  has  always  been  given  to 
the  Democracy,  and  he  has  ever  faithfully  per- 
'ruled  all  duties  of  citizenship. 


ON.  HARPER  S.  CUNNINGHAM.  In 
the  legal  fraternity  of  Oklahoma  are  many 
merr  of  exceptional  gifts  and  talent,  prom- 
inent among  them  being  Mr.  Cunningham,  who 
is  also  one  of  the  leading  Freemasons  of  the 
country  and  an  enthusiastic  worker  in  that  great 
order.  He  was  born  near  Dresden,  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  October  31,  1846,  a son  of  Dr. 
William  Patterson  Cunningham,  and  a lineal 
descendant  of  George  Cunningham,  who  came 
from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  America  in  1629, 
and  settled  with  George  Calvert,  Lord  Balti- 
more, in  Baltimore,  Md.  Samuel  Cunningham, 
the  grandfather  of  Harper  S.,  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  and  in  early  manhood  settled  in  west- 
ern Pennsylvania.  In  return  for  his  services  in 
the  war  of  1812  he  received  a grant  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  did  not  locate  upon 
it  for  some  years,  when  he  took  it  up  in  Iowa. 
In  religion  he  was  of  the  Scotch  Covenanter 
faith.' 

Born  in  Washington  county,  Pa..  Dr.  William 
P.  Cunningham  graduated  from  Jefferson  Col- 
lege in  1818.  Afterward  he  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio, 
whence  he  went  to  La  Alotte,  Iowa,  and  from 
there  to  Hopkinton,  Iowa,  where  he  also  car- 
ried on  farming  and  occasionally  preached. 
Later  he  became  a pioneer  physician  of  Toledo, 
Tama  county,  Iowa.  In  1867  he  settled  in 
Washington  county,  .Kans.,  near  Parallel,  where 
he  established  a large  practice,  and  remained 
until  his  death,  in  August,  1875,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years.  He  married  Sarah  Kilpat- 
rick, who  was  born  in  Coshocton  countv,  Ohio, 
in  1828,  and  is  still  living  in  Washington  countv, 
Ixans.  Her  father,  William  Kilpatrick,  was  a 
native  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  settled  at 
Irish  Ridge,  Muskingum  county,  Ohio  (after  a 
short  residence  in  Coshocton  county).  There  he 
founded  a Covenanter  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
that  vicinity  one  of  his  sons  still  lives.  The 
children  of  Dr.  W.  P.  Cunningham  are  Harper 
S.;  Mrs.  Jane  Nungesser,  who  died  in  Iowa: 
William  Perry,  who  died  in  early  manhood: 
John  S..  of  Manhattan,  Kans. ; Robert  Bruce, 
of  Junction  City,  Kans.,  who  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  since 
186.7;  and  Emma,  who  resides  with  her  mother  at 
the  old  homestead. 

In  the  Hopkinton  Collegiate  Institute,  of 
which  his  father  was  an  organizer,  Harper  S. 
Cunningham  was  a student  for  a time,  and  until 
the  family  moved  to  Tama  county.  Iowa,  in  1S62. 
In  the  fall  of  1863  he  enlisted  in  Companv  G, 
Fourteenth  Towa  Infantry,  with  which  he"  ac- 
companied General  Banks  on  the  Red  Rivet- 
expedition.  He  was  present  in  the  engagements 
of  Sabine  Cross  Roads  and  Pleasant  Hiil.  After 
the  expedition,  he  was  taken  sick  with  small- 
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pox  and  sent  to  the  Helena  hospital,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  well  enough  to  rejoin  his 
regiment.  Subsequently  he  took  part  in  the 
pursuit  of  Forrest  through  Mississippi  and  Ten- 
nessee, and  then  pursued  Price  into  Missouri, 
being  under  command  of  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith. 
Afterward  he  was  on  guard  at  Tipton  until  the 
regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service.  Next  he 
became  a member  of  Company  A,  Fourteenth 
Iowa  Residuary  Battalion,  and  was  sent  to 
Camp  Butler,  111.,  where  his  regiment  formed  a 
part  of  the  guard  that  marched  behind  Presi- 
dent Lincoln’s  bier  from  the  state  house  to  the 
cemetery.  In  August,  1865,  he  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service.  After  returning 
home  he  attended  the  high  school  at  Toledo, 
Iowa,  for  eighteen  months,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  registrar  of  deeds  for  Tama 
county,  and  served  as  such  until  1867.  Going 
then  to  Kansas,  he  took  up  a homestead  in  Riley 
county,  proved  upon  it,  and  carried  on  farming 
until  1870. 

Locating  in  Brookville  for  a time,  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham was  employed  by  the  Lhiion  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  first  as  brakesman,  then  as 
yardmaster.  While  there  he  began  to  read 
law.  In  1872  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace. 
Two  years  later  he  was  elected  probate  judge  on 
the  Republican  ticket.  In  October,  1874,  he  re- 
moved to  Salina,  Ivans.,  on  account  of  a vacancy 
in  the  office  of  probate  judge,  and  remained 
there  until  June,  1889,  in  the  meantime  continu- 
ing his  studies  under  Judge  Mohler,  with  whom 
after  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1876,  he 
formed  a partnership,  which  lasted  for  five 
years.  In  January,  1881,  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  county  attorney,  just  at  the  beginning 
of  the  prohibition  enactment.  At  the  end  of  the 
term  he  was  defeated  for  re-election  to  the  office, 
on  account  of  his  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
prohibition  law  violators,  losing  the  election  by 
just  seven  votes.  In  the-  spring  of  18S3  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Arthur  as  receiver  of 
the  land  office  to  succeed  Mr.  Hanback,  who 
was  elected  to  congress.  This  position  he  held 
until  a change  of  administration,  and  retired  in 
August,  1SS7,  resuming  his  law  business. 

In  1SS9  Mr.  Cunningham  came  to  Guthrie, 
where  he  is  now  actively  identified  with  local 
affairs.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  was  elected  to 
represent  this  district  in  the  territorial  legisla- 
ture, where  he  assisted  in  securing  the  passage 
of  the  territorial  library  bill,  and  in  having  the 
present  civil  code  adopted.  He  had  the  adminis- 
tration measures  in  charge,  and  was  successful 
in  securing  needed  legislation,  also  in  putting 
through  the  legislature  many  bills  of  importance. 
A I ay  27.  1897,  he  was  appointed  attorney-gen- 
eral of  Oklahoma,  a position  that  he  filled  with 
great  credit  until  March  1,  1900. 


In  Waterville,  Ivans.,  Mr.  Cunningham  was 
made  a Mason.  Pie  is  now  a member  of  Guthrie 
Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He  united  with 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  Salina,  Ivans.,  and  is 
now  connected  with  the  Guthrie  Chapter.  In 
Salina  he  also  joined  the  commandery,  and 
served  as  past  eminent  commander;  later  he 
became  a charter  member  of  Guthrie  Com- 
mandery No.  1,  Iv.  T.  At  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  in  Oklahoma,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1896,  he  was  made  grand  recorder,  an 
office  that  he  held  until  April,  1898,  in  the  mean- 
time doing  all  the  hard  work  attached  to  the 
office,  during  the  formation  and  establishment 
of  the  grand  commandery,  without'  salary. 
In  April,'  1899,  he  was  elected  deputy  grand 
commander  of  the  Knights  Templar  for 
Oklahoma.  A year  later  he  was  chosen 

grand  commander  for  Oklahoma,  which  position 
of  honor  and  influence  he  now  holds.  He  took 
the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  at 
Salina,  Ivans.,  and  was  presiding  officer  of  the 
four  Masonic  bodies  at  Salina  until  appointed 
deputy  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  Oklahoma,  by  Al- 
bert Pike,  Grand  Commander,  since  which 
time  he  has  had  charge  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in 
this  territory.  He  was  elected  to  receive  the 
thirty-third  degree  (honorary)  of  Masonry,  and 
in  November,  1890,  was  coronetted  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  in  a Provisional  Council  called 
by  Brother  Carr,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector 
General.  He  was  made  inspector  general  for 
Oklahoma,  being  elected  an  active  member  of 
the  supreme  council  in  October,  1S99,  and  is 
still  a member,  being  one  of  a body  of  thirty- 
three  that  rule  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  a 
charter  member  and  was  Chief  Rabban  of  Isis 
Temple,  N.  M.  S.,  of  Salina. 

Perhaps  no  event  in  Mr.  Cunningham’s 
career  is  so  important  as  his  connection  with  the 
building  of  the  Masonic  Temple.  The  plan  had 
been  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  Masons  in  the 
territory  since  its  settlement,  but  undoubtedly 
the  credit  for  the  achievement  rests  largely  with 
Mr.  Cunningham.  Largely  through  his  influ- 
ence was  set  at  work  a train  of  influences  re- 
sulting in  the  structure  at  Guthrie  that  is  the 
pride  of  every  Mason  in  Oklahoma.  On  Maundy 
Thursday,  1890,  Mr.  Cunningham  called  the 
Scottish  Rite  Masons  of  the  territory  together. 
But  three  responded,  the  others  being  Brother 
Cannon  of  the  Pittsburg  (Pa.)  Consistory,  and 
Brother  Metcalf  of  the  Chicago  Consistory. 
They  celebrated  the  feast  in  as  ample  form  as 
circumstances  permitted.  . This  feast  has  been 
observed  every  year  since  then.  When  they  had 
thirty  members  a Lodge  of  Perfection  was  or- 
ganized, and  when  the  membership  reached 
ninety,  a Consistory  was  organized,  January  19, 
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From  that  time  began  the  real  planning 
f,,r  a permanent  building,  which  was  secured 
.liter  much  hard  work,  and  with  the  willing  co- 
operation of  the  active  Masons  of  the  territory. 
1 lie  order  was  indeed  fortunate  to  have  Mr. 
Cunningham  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
enterprise  and  desirous  of  carrying  it  forward 
i completion. 

Mr.  Cunningham  is  a charter  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  in 
< .utlirie,  and  is  past  exalted  ruler  of  the  same, 
.,iul  a member  of  the  grand  lodge.  The  John 
A.  Logan  Post  of  Salina  numbers  him  among 
its  members.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a 
Republican.  While  he  was  in  the  army  he 
voted  for  Lincoln  for  president. 

In.  Toledo,  Iowa,  November  7.  1867,  Mr. 
Cunningham  married  Evaline  L.  Herrick,  who 
was  born  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Charles  Herrick,  now  of  Guthrie.  The  three 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  are 
named- as  follows:  Charles  Arthur,  a real-estate 
dealer  in  Kansas  City,  AIo. ; Harper  Tames,  who 
is  mining  in  Cripple  Creek,  Colo.;  and  Evalina, 
wife  of  E.  McClung,  vice-president  of  the  El 
Paso  Lumber  Company,  of  Cripple  Creek. 


Robert  wilson,  d.  d.  s.,  one  of  the 

most  intelligent  and  interesting  men  to  be 
found  in  Oklahoma,  has  had  a varied  ex- 
perience in  life,  having  mined  for  gold  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  hunted  for  diamonds  in  Africa, 
raised  coffee  and  tropical  fruits  in  Central 
America,  and  worked  at  the  dental  profession  in 
many  places.  He  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
a son  of  James  Wilson,  who  was  a native  of 
England,  to  which  country  his  paternal  grand- 
lather  had  moved  from  Scotland.  Emigrating 
t'i  Pennsylvania,  James  Wilson  carried  on  farm 
pursuits  there  until  1849.  For  several  years 
afterward  he  resided  on  the  old  National  pike, 
at  New  Concord,  Ohio,  and  thence  removed  to 
Lawrence,  Ivans.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four  years.  In  religion  he  was  a Scotch 
Presbyterian.  His  wife,  Isabella,  daughter  of 
Robert  Kelley,  of  England,  died  at  the  Ohio 
Homestead,  aged  eightv-six  vears. 

1 he  oldest  son  and  third  child  of  his  parents. 
R’"bert  Wilson  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania  and 
' ‘bin,  and  after  completing  his  education  he 
’•night  school  for  two  years.  Having  saved 
smnll  sum  of  money,  he  then,  at  the  age  of 
’ 'Unity  years,  went  to  California  in  1854,  via 
New  York  and  Panama.  He  engaged  in  mining 
"ii  the  Yuba  river  and  later  studied  dentistry 
San  Francisco,  under  Dr.  Kelhun.  a dentist 
1,1  note.  Subsequently  he  practiced  in  different 
' aliiornia  towns,  including  Marysville,  North 


San  Juan,  Downieville  and  Orleans  Flat,  re- 
maining there  fifteen  years.  At  various  times 
he  prospected  for  gold  in  Idaho,  Utah  and  Mon- 
tana, and  in  1862,  near  Owyhee,  Ida.,  he  dis- 
covered a rich  gold  quartz  mine,  but  could  not 
remain  there  at  that  time  on  account  of  the 
hostility  of  the  Indians.  Returning  to  the 
settlement,  he  was  stricken  with  mountain 
fever,  and  could  not  go  there  again  for  two 
years;  when  he  did  go,  the  mine  was  occupied 
by  others,  who  afterward  sold  it  for  a half 
million  dollars. 

In  1871  Dr.  Wilson  started  on  a trip  around 
the  world,  taking  his  dental  outfit  with  him.  On 
arriving  at  Cape  Town,  Africa,  he  concluded  to 
stop  and  investigate  the  working  of  the  diamond 
mines  at  Kimberly.  This  mine  was  originally 
an  oval-shaped  mound,  twenty-six  feet  in 
height,  lying  on  the  boundary  line  between  the 
Free  State  and  the  Transvaal  Republic.  There, 
from  the  lips  of  an  old  transport  rider,  he  was 
told  the  following  story  of  the  accidental  dis- 
covery of  diamonds  in  that  region:  An  old 
Dutchman  engaged  in  hauling  freight  from  the 
coast  to  the  interior  had  traveled  over  the 
veldt  for  many  days  without  finding  any  good 
pasture.  On  reaching  the  mound  he  decided 
to  let  his  oxen  graze  for  a few  days  on  the  Vaal 
river  bottoms,  so  stopped  near  the  house  of  a 
Boer  farmer,  whose  little  sons  were  playing  a 
game  with  some  Hottentots.  The  children 
used  pebbles  in  their  play,  and  the  Dutchman 
noticed  that  the  middle  rock  was  a very  pretty, 
bright  stone,  and  picking  it  up  he  spoke  to  the 
boys  about  it.  Thev  became  indignant  and  ran 
away,  saying  that  he  might  keep  the  rock  if  lie 
were  mean  enough  to  spoil  their  game.  Taking 
up  the  stone  the  Dutchman  went  to  the  house, 
where  he  told  the  frau  that  he  would  like  to 
pay  for  the  stone  and  keep  it.  She  told  him  to 
take  it,  that  the  boys  could  get  plenty  more  just 
as  pretty.  On  reaching  Johannesburg,  he 
showed  his  treasure  to  Dr.  Atherstone,  who. 
after  testing,  it,  bought  it  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  and  forwarded  it  to  London.  On 
his  next  trip  to  the  interior,  the  Dutchman 
stopped  at  the  Boer’s  house  and  gave  to  the 
old  frau  one-half  of  the  proceeds,  which  she 
accepted  with  the  exclamation  “Almighty,”  and 
tucked  it  away  in  a stocking  between  her 
feather  beds.  The  great  news  spread  in  everv 
direction,  and  people  from  all  parts  of  the  Yaal 
rushed  there  to  seek  for  diamonds,  manv  camp- 
ing on  the  hillock,  under  the  shade  of  the  few 
mimosa  trees  that  stood  on  the  hillside.  3 ten 
digging  in  the  hillside  with  their  fingers  occa- 
sionally scratched  out  a diamond,  others  who 
followed  the  oxen  as  they  browsed  among  the 
thorn  brushes  sometimes  were  luckv  enough 
to  find  one  of  the  brilliant  stones.  Thus  was 
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discovered  what  became  the  most  valuable  mine 
on  earth. 

In  the  great  rush  that  followed,  claims  were 
staked  off  like  a checker  board  containing 
thirty-one  feet  square,  each  claim  being  num- 
bered and  sold  for  a half  pound.  The  claims 
were  all  located  when  Dr.  Wilson  arrived  there, 
but  he  bought  several  and  owned  seventeen  at 
one  time,  being  next  to  the  largest  operator 
there.  Among  his  employes  he  had  from  twenty 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  wild  men,  some  of 
whom  had  walked  one  thousand  miles  from  the 
interior.  The  tribal  chief  would  select  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  of  his  men,  send  them  to  the 
mines  with  the  stipulation  that  they  were  not 
to  return  until  each  man  had  a gun  and  a 
goodly  supply  of  ammunition,  the  penalty  for  re- 
turning without  these  being  beheadment.  Many 
of  these  men  were  so  thin  and  weak  that  they 
were  unable  to  work  until  after  they  had  been 
fed  for  a month;  their  food  consisted  of  mealie 
meal,  or  ground  corn,  made  into  mush,  with  a 
little  salt.  It  was  necessary  also  to  supply  them 
with  wood,  an  expensive  item,  as  the  Doctor 
paid  $48  per  cord.  In  order  to  economize  in 
fuel,  neither  axes  nor  saws  were  furnished  the 
men,  who  were  obliged  to  pick  the  wood  off  in 
slivers,  a hard  matter,  as  the  wood  was  mimosa, 
very  similar  to  our  lignum  vitae.  The  Doctor 
paid  the  men  from  $1  to  $5  a week,  deducting 
the  cost  of  the  mealie  meal.  Each  tribe  messed 
bv  itself,  but  when  at  work  were  sandwiched 
together,  two  of  one  tribe  working  by  the  side 
of  two  from  another  tribe,  and  each  man  being 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  watching  the 
men  of  the  opposing  tribe  to  see  that  they  did 
not  steal  the  diamonds.  Besides  this  pro- 
tection, a white,  superintendent  had  charge 
of  all. 

On  one  of  his  claims  Dr.  "Wilson  found  a dia- 
mond the  size  of  an  English  walnut,  of  a brilliant 
white  color,  but  distributed  through  it  were 
eight  or  ten  black  spots,  resembling  specks  of 
powder,  which  so  reduced  its  value,  that  lie  re- 
ceived but  83,000  for  it.  while  if  it  had  been  per- 
fect it  would  have  readilv  brought  $200,000. 
He  was  gazetted  by  the  governor  of  Grigua 
Land  W cst  to  be  one  of  the  board  of  seven 
superintendents  to  care  for  and  operate  the 
mines  successfully,  the  purpose  being  mainlv  to 
secure  revenue  for  the  government,  and  as  such 
he  served  for  two  years.  Xot  content  with  his 
Kimberly  success,  he  fitted  out  an  expedition 
to  go  into  the  interior  of  Africa  in  search 
of  diamonds  and  precious  metals,  bearing 
his  own  expense,  which  amounted  to  more 
than  $20,000.  II  is  supplies  consisted  of  ox- 
trains,  with  sixty-seven  men,  himself  and  sixtv- 
three  natives.  While  traversing  the  White 
Water  mountain  range,  he  discovered  the  gold 


mines  in  what  is  now  Johannesburg,  then  con- 
tinued his  travel  until  reaching  the  head  waters 
of  the  Zambesi,  by  which  time  many  of  his  men 
were  down, with  fever  and  had  to  be  transported. 
The  oxen  were  attacked  by  the  Tetze  fly,  which 
caused  the  death  of  many  of  them.  He  was 
therefore  obliged  to  abandon  the  expedition. 
Leaving  everything  except  the  very  necessities 
of  life  between  Zambesi  and  Delagoa  bav,  he 
retreated  as  well  as  he  could,  and  on  reaching 
the  bay  found  that  he  had  lost  twenty-two  of  his 
men,  among  whom  were  two  of  his  white 
companions.  At  the  headwaters  he  was  himself 
stricken  with  the  jungle  fever  and  was  sick  for. 
months,  being  at  times  unconscious.  Finally  he 
recovered,  but  for  seven  successive  years,  even 
after  returning  to  the  United  States,  he  had  a 
return  of  the  fever  every  summer.  At  Delagoa 
bay  he  waited  for  a vessel  bound  for  any  point 
toward  home.  In  a month  a coaster  collecting 
hides,  ivory  and  India  rubber  came  along,  bound 
for  De  Urban,  Africa.  He  boarded  it,  and  after 
his  arrival  at  Natal  lav  sick  for  manv  weeks  in 
De  Urban,  then  secured  passage  on  the  Roval 
Mail  post,  which  passed  through  Ladysmith  and 
Bloemfontein  on  its  way  to  Kimberly.  During 
his  absence  from  the  latter  place  his  mines  had 
been  worked,  and  he  sold  some,  and  left  others 
in  charge  of  an  agent.  While  staying  there  he 
was  cared  for  by  an  English  physician,  who 
advised  a sea  voyage.  Starting  for  England, 
he  arrived  in  Southampton  in  the  fall  of  1874, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1875  he  was  in  New  York. 
Six  months  later  he  went  to  his  old  home  in 
Ohio,  thence  to  the  Hot  Springs,  where  he 
thought  the  fever  might  be  “boiled”  out  of  him. 
thence  to  Paris,  Tex.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  until  1889. 

Going  then  to  Nicaragua,  Central  America, 
with  the  idea  of  making  investments  for  himself 
and  others,  he  found  that  the  proposed  canal 
was  not  to  be  built  at  that  time,  so  did  not 
invest  any  of  his  capital,  but  established  himself 
as  a dentist  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Nicaragua, 
in  the  old  town  of  Rivas.  While  there  he  hunted 
for  gold  in  the  mountains,  going  to  the  borders 
of  Mexico,  and  secured  about  twenty-one 
pounds  of  gold-dust,  but  found  that  the  ex- 
penses of  mining  were  so  great  as  to  prevent 
any  profits.  Returning  to  Paris,  Tex.,  for  dental 
supplies,  instead  of  going  back  to  Nicaragua, 
as  he  had  planned,  he  came  to  El  Reno  with  a 
view  of  making  this  his  headquarters  while  he 
explored  the  Wichita  mountains  for  gold.  He 
has  since  tested  many  samples,  but  ha*  not 
found  anything  of  sufficient  value  to  pav  for 
further  search,  so  that  lie  is  at  present  devoting 
his  attention  to  his  profession,  in  which  he  has 
built  up  a fine  practice.  After  his  return  from 
Africa  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  was  conferred 
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upon  him,  in  1882,  by  the  Baltimore  Dental 
College. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  an  extensive  real-estate  owner, 
being  the  possessor  of  a model  farm  sixteen 
miles  west  of  El  Reno,  and  of  a fine  plantation 
of  four  hundred  acres  in  Honduras,  on  the  Car- 
ibbean sea.  On  the  latter,  which  is  under  the 
care  of  a native  superintendent,  he  raises 
oranges,  lemons,  coffee  and  rice.  It  is  situated 
sixty  miles  from  Trujillo,  famous  as  the  only 
place  on  the  American  continent  on  which 
Columbus  ever  set  foot,  he  having  landed  there 
on  his  fourth  and  last  voyage. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  a member  of  Cosmopolitan 
Lodge  No.  1409,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Kimberly,. 
British  Jurisdiction,  a Scottish  Rite  Mason;  and 
is  connected  with  Octchedron  Commandery 
No.  47,  K.  T.,  of  Kimberly.  At  the  Fort  Worth 
Consistory  he  was  admitted  to  the  thirty-second 
degree  under  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  Albert 
Pike  officiating.  He  also  belongs  to  India 
Temple,  N.  M.  S. ; to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge 
and  Encampment:  and  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  While  living  at  Kimberly  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Order  of 
Good  Templars,  American  Jurisdiction.  In 
1896  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  terri- 
torial board  of  dental  examiners,  and  reap- 
pointed in  1898.  Politically  he  is  a strong 
Republican. 

M^rcli  27,  1899,  Dr.  Wilson  married  [Mrs. 
Leonette  (Northrop)  Coots,  who  had  one  child 
by  her  first  marriage,  Augustine  Coots.  She 
was  the  eldest  of  the  eleven  children  of  Z.  N. 
and  Elizabeth  (Burke)  Northrop.  Her  father 
descended  from  an  Englishman  who  was  a pio- 
neer of  Virginia,  whence  the  family  moved  to 
Kentucky.  Mrs.  Wilson’s  great-great-grand- 
father was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  her 
great-grandfather  fought  in  the  war  of  1812. 

I ter  grandfather,  John  Northrop,  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  became  a farmer  in  Missouri; 
he  served  during  the  Civil  war  as  captain  of  a 
company  in  the  Lmion  armv.  Z.  N.  Noithrop 
was  a native  of  Kentucky,  -but  removed  to  Mis- 
souri when  young  and  for  many  years  there 
followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  is  now  a 
farmer  in  Custer  county.  His  wife,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  was  a daughter  of  Milton  Burke, 
who  descended  from  a Revolutionary  soldier 
and  was  born  in  Yirgina,  but  removed  to  Texas 
and  served  during  the  Mexican  war  as  a major- 
general.  Subsequently  he  settled  in  Camden, 
county,  Mo.,  where  he  was  a money  broker  and 
extensive  land  owner.  , When  a girl  Mr.-.  Wilson 
attended  the  high  school  at  Lebanon.  Mo.,  from 
which  she  graduated.  She  taught  school  prior 
to  her  marriage.  She  is  a member  of  the  East- 
ern Star. 


AH.  BAGBY,  D.  D.  S.,  is  one  of  the  leading 
m business  men  and  popular  citizens  of  Paw- 
nee, where  he  is  not  only  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  but  is  al^o  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Bagby  & Patterson,  who  are  suc- 
cessfully conducting  a drug  and  jewelry  store 
in  that  place,  Mr.  Patterson  being  a jeweler  by 
trade.  The  doctor  owns  a claim  four  miles  south- 
west of  the  city,  and  in  connection  with  its  cul- 
tivation he  also  operates  a quarter-section  of 
Indian  land  adjoining.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
energetic  and  enterprising  business  men  of  Paw- 
nee, and  is  meeting  with  well-deserved  success 
in  his  labors. 

Dr.  Eagby  wds  born  near  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  on 
the  16th  of  April,  1868.  his  parents  being  Wil- 
liam and  Carrie  (Huffman)  Bagby,  natives  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  while 
the  former  is  of  Scotch  and  the  latter  of  German 
descent.  For  some  years  the  father  followed 
farming  near  St.  Joseph,  but  he  and  his  wife  are 
now  living  near  Plattsburg,  Clinton  county.  Mo. 
Her  father  was  Milton  Huffman,  a native  of  the 
Keystone  state,  and  an  early  settler  of  Missouri. 
The  doctor’s  paternal  grandfather  was  William 
Landon  Bagby,  a planter  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
where  his  birth  occurred.  He,  too,  became  a 
pioneer  of  Missouri,  and  an  extensive  farmer  of 
Buchanan.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  seven  are  still  living, 
namely:  Jennie,  at  home;  Henry  C.,  a physician 
and  dentist  of  Santa  Marie,  Cal.;  Mrs.  Harriet 
C.  Stipe,  a resident  of  Plattsburg,  Mo. ; Rufus 
E.,  an  educator  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  A.  H.,  of 
this  review;  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Watson,  of  Stewarts- 
ville,  Mo.;  and  Ernest  L.,  assistant  physician  in 
the  state  asylum  at  St.  Joseph. 

Dr.  Bagby  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
seven  miles  from  St.  Joseph,  and  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools.  For  one  vear  he 
was  a student  at  Plattsburg  College,  and  for  the 
same  length  of  time  attended  the  University  of 
Missouri,  at  Columbia,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  teaching  school  in  Buchanan  countv.  Mo.,  for 
one  year.  In  1896  he  entered  the  Kansas  Citv 
Dental  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1892,  with  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  He  began  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at  Paso  Robles, 
San,  Luis  county,  Cal.,  and  from  there  removed 
to  Lompoc.  Santa  Barbara  county,  remaining 
in  California  until  1893,  when  he  returned  to 
Missouri  and  at  the  opening  of  the  Cherokee 
strip  made  the  run,  though  it  was  his  intent  to 
return  to  the  Golden  state  as  soon  as  he  had 
secured  his  claim.  He  located  west  of  Pcrrv, 
but,  not  being  pleased  with  the  countrv,  he  re- 
moved to  the  village  and  opened  the  first  drug 
store  in  that  place.  This  he  conducted  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother,  Rufus,  and  at  the  same 
time  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry.  In 
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the  spring;  of  1894  he  moved  his  stock  of  goods 
to  Pawnee  and  located  on  the  south  side,  where 
he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. In  the  rear  of  the  store  is  his  operating- 
room  and  also*  a laboratory. 

In  Pawnee,  Dr.  Bagby  married  Miss  Minnie 
E.  Martin,. a native  of  Jacksonville,  111.,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school  of  that  place.  Prior 
to  her  marriage  she  was  engaged  in  educational 
work.  She  is  a daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  L. 
Martin,  and  a sister  of  Mrs.  Dr.  G.  H.  Phillips, 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  one 
child,  Helen. 

As  a Democrat,  the  doctor  has  taken  quite  an 
active  interest  in  political  affairs;  is  a member  of 
the  county  Democratic  central  committee,  of 
which  he  was  chairman  at  one  time;  and  has 
also  been  a member  of  the  territorial  Demo- 
cratic central  committee.  He  served  as  city 
treasurer  one  term,  and  in  1896  was  the  nom.nee 
of  his  party  for  county  treasurer,  but  withdrew 
before  the  election.  While  at  Stewartsville,  Mo., 
he  united  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is 
now  a member  of  Pawnee  Lodge  No.  17,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past  master;  Tyrian  Chap- 
ter No.  20,  R.  A.  M. ; and  the  Eastern  Star  Chap- 
ter. In.  religious  belief  he  is  a Methodist.  In 
manner  he  is  pleasant  and  genial,  and  all  who 
know  him  esteem  him  highly  for  his  genuine 
worth. 


ROBERT  WESLEY  MOORE.  During  the 
years  of  his  activity  Mr.  Moore  attained  to 
considerable  prominence  in  the  localities 
in  which  his  lot  was  cast,  and  so  successfullv 
were  his  affairs  conducted  that  he  amassed  a 
fortunate  amount  of  this  world’s  goods.  He  was 
highly  thought  of  as  a man  and  citizen,  and  won 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  came 
within  the  range  of  his  kindly  personalitv  and 
honest  business  methods.  A tragic  death  was 
meted  out  to  him  at  the  hands  of  an  assassin, 
April  15,  1900,  the  name  of  the  murderer  being 
Frank  Yandruff.  At  the  ferry  landing  on  the 
Arkansas  river  he  was  stabbed  with  a knife,  and 
thus  was  terminated  a long  and  useful  life. 

Mr.  Moore  was  born  in  Piatt  county.  111..  No- 
vember 10,  1850,  and  was  a son  of  Toseph  Moore. 
His  earlier  vears  were  spent  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  he  had  the  usual  country  advantages  of  a 
common-school  education.  He  earlv  displaced 
a special  aptitude  for  agriculture,  and  the  subse- 
quent years  were  devoted  to  the  pursuit  of  that 
vocation.  He  was  married.  December  20,  1869, 
to  Felicity  Shutz,  and  of  this  union  there  were 
the  following’  children:  Maggie  is  married  to  Y. 
\\  ildman,  has  five  children,  and  lives  in  Pawnee 
county;  Oscar  is  twenty-six  years  of  age  and 


lives  with  his  stepmother  on  the  home  farm: 
Rlioda  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Breurer,  has  three  chil- 
dren, and  is  living  in  Illinois;  Dora  is  now  Mrs. 
Tague,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in  Pawnee 
county;  and  Jessie,  who  is  twenty  years  of  age, 
is  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Moore  died  February 
12,  1882.  Mr.  Moore  contracted  a second  mar- 
riage with  Marv  C.  Miller,  a daughter  of  Cham- 
bers and  Sarah  J.  (Wildman)  Miller,  who  died 
in  Piatt  county,  111.,  where  their  daughter  was 
born.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  were  born,  in 
Illinois,  the  following  children:  Robert  R..  Alma 
Cleo,  and  Bert  W.,  who  is  eight  years  of  age. 

During  his  residence  in.  Piatt  county,  111.,  Mr 
Moore  was  a farmer  on  a large  scale,  and  owned 
a great  deal  of  land.  In  1894  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa and  bought  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 9,  township  22,  range  6 east,  for  which  he 
paid  $1,000.  without  any  improvements.  He 
at  once  proceeded  to  develop  it  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  and  erected  a fine  house  and  con- 
venient outbuildings  and  good  fences.  He  also 
leased  more  necessary  land,  so  that  his  farm 
really  comprised  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres.  Their  crops  have  been  unusually  success- 
ful and  are  confined  almost  exclusively  to  corn 
and  wheat.  Indeed,  it  is  said  that  there  has 
never  been  a failure.  During  the  last  year  of 
his  life  Mr.  Moore’s  condition  was  further  im- 
proved by  the  receipt  of  $i,too  from  his  step- 
mother’s estate,  and  of  forty  acres  of  land  from 
the  farm  owned  bv  his  father  in  Illinois. 

In  politics  Mr.  Moore  was  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  held  many  local  of- 
fices in  the  localities  in  which  he  resided.  While 
living  in  Illinois  he  was  road  commissioner  for 
years.  In  religious  circles  he  attained  to  great 
prominence,  and  exercised  an  extended  influence 
for  good.  He  was  associated  with  the  New  Light 
Church,  at  Atwood,  111.,  and  his  wife  and  the 
other  children  are  now  active  church  workers. 
Mr.  Moore  was  also  a member  of  the  Anti- 
Horse  Thief  Association. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON.  A na- 
tive of  Steuben  county.  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Har- 
rison was  born  in  1842,  and  is  a son  of 
Richard  and  Sarah  (Bohall)  Harrison,  natives  of 
the' same  county.  The  paternal  grandfather  w as 
a farmer  and  a courageous  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionarv  war.  During  his  years  of  activity  Rich- 
ard Harrison  was  a lumber  dealer,  and  prose- 
cuted his  occupation  on  the  various  rivers  near 
where  he  lived.  Until  his  son  William  was  about 
fourteen  vears  of  age,  the  family  lived  in  New 
York  state,  but  in  1855  removed  to  Minnesota 
and  settled  in  Lafayette,  where  the  elder  Har- 
rison conducted  a sawmill.  They  later  went  to 
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Columbus,  and  then  to  Lansing-,  Iowa,  and  while 
.it  the  latter  place  the  war  broke  out. 

William  Henry  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war  in 
Company  B,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
.i-rved  front  1863  until  January  20,  1866.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Banks  River,  Fort 
Ponclson,  Pleasant  Hill,  Old  Oaks,  Nashville, 
Mobile  and  Montgomery.  Owing  to  the  severe 
strain  and  vicissitudes  of  war,  he  suffered  a 
■ •reat  deal  after  his  return  home,  and  was  af- 
rlicted  with  a chronic  stomach  trouble.  He 
eventually  recovered,  however,  and  for  some 
time  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  state. 

In  February  of  1868  Air.  Harrison  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Louise  D.  Logan,  of  Scotch 
parentage,  a daughter  of  Tames  and  Jane  Logan, 
of  Lansing,  Iowa.  They  arc  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Frank,  a railroad  man; 

l.oma,  the  wife  of  Air.  Simmons,  of  Enid,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children;  Henry,  Ira  and 
Charles.  The  last  two  are  at  home.  After  his 
marriage,  Air.  Harrison  lived  in  Iowa  and  en- 
gaged in  the  plastering  business,  which  he  had 
previously  learned  at  Lansing,  Iowa.  He  also 
owned  a farm  which  he  conducted  in  connection 
with  the  plastering  business,  and  continued  the 
combined  interests  for  about  eleven  years.  In 
1S70  he  removed  to  Labette  county,  Kans.,  and 
there  remained  until  Alay  of  1894,  when  he  filed 
his  claim  in  the  territory  011  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  section  3,  township  19,  range  5 east.  The 
claim  is  well  improved;  the  buildings  are  in 
good  condition,  and  he  recently  erected  a fine 
two-storv  stone  residence,  17x29.  There  is  a 
tine  orchard,  and  the  place  is  well  fenced. 

In  politics  Air.  Harrison  is  a Republican,  and 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. He  has  since  invariably  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  at  Jennings,  and  is  associated 
with  the  Baptist  Church. 


T AAIES  GARVEN  SACKETT,  a member  of 
J the  well-known  real  estate  firm  of  Aleyers 
& Sackett,  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
htterent  business  enterprises  since  he  settled 
■n  El  Reno  in  the  fall  of  1890.  He  is  very 
popular  among  his  fellow-citizens  and  is  a prom- 
aent  Alason.  Born  at  Newman,  Douglas 
"unty.  111.,  June  6,  1871,  he  is  a son  of  James  R. 
oid  Alary  A.  (Shaw)  Sackett.  His  grandfather, 
d.  illiam  Henry  Sackett,  was  a native  of  Pcnn- 
\'lvania  and  an  early  settler  Of  Washington 
' unity.  111.,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
death.  James  R.  Sackett  was  born  in  Wash- 
'ugton  county.  111.,  and  settled  near  Newman, 
d . where  he  followed  farm  pursuits.  In  1876 
removed  to  Alexia,  Limestone  county,  Tex., 
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where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
From  there  he  moved  to  Clay  county,  Tex., 
in  1885,  and  in  September,  1890,  came  to  El 
Reno,  purchasing  a farm  cast  of  this  city.  Here 
he  is  now  living,  retired  from  active  cares.  His 
wife,  Alary  A.,  was  born  in  St.  Clair  county, 
111.,  to  which  place  her  father,  Henry  Shaw, 
had  moved  front  his  native  state  of  Tennessee. 
Her  paternal  grandfather  came  from  Scotland 
and  settled  upon  a plantation  in  Tennessee. 
The  four  children  of  Janies  R.  and  Alary  A. 
Sackett  are  Hannah,  wife  of  I.  H.  G.  Hulmf  a 
dry-goods  merchant  of  Weatherford,  Okla.; 
Lizzie  A.,  of  El  Reno;  Robert  I.,  a grain  mer- 
chant at  Yukon,  Okla.,  and  James  G. 

The  boyhood  years  of  James  G.  Sackett  were 
passed  principally  in  Texas,  and  his  education 
was  received  in  Trinity  University  in  that  state. 
In  1886,  with  his  brother,  he  embarked  in  the 
cattle  business  in  Clay  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed ranching  until  he  came  to  Oklahoma  in 
the  fall  of  1890.  One  of  his  first  moves  after 
settling  in  El  Reno  was  the  purchase  of  a lot 
on  Bickford  avenue,  where  he  built  a store  and 
he  and  his  brother  conducted  a grocery  in  this 
building  for  four  years,  the  firm  name  being 
Sackett  Brothers.  In  1894  he  became  cashier 
and  bookkeeper  for  the  Crowe  Alercantile  Com- 
pany and  continued  in  that  capacity  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  carried  on  a real-estate 
business  until  1899.  I”  the  spring  of  that  year 
he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Aleyers  & 
Sackett,  which  carries  on  a real-estate,  loan  and 
abstract  business,  and  engages  largely  in  fire 
insurance,  acting  as  agent  for  some  of  the  best- 
known  companies.  This  is  the  largest  real- 
estate  business  in  Canadian  county. 

Since  coming  to  El  Reno,  Air.  Sackett  has 
erected  a number  of  substantial  buildings, 
among  them  being  the  frame  store  in  Bickford 
avenue,  built  in  1891 ; the  brick  store  on  Rock- 
Island  avenue,  near  Russell  street,  known  as  the 
Buse-Sackett  block,  built  in  1893,  and  the  fourth 
brick  structure  in  the  city;  the  large  brick 
building  on  Bickford  avenue,  known  as  the  J. 
G.  Sackett  block,  built  in  1898;  and  the  office 
building  occupied  by  the  firm  at  No.  210  South 
Rock  .Island  avenue. 

Fraternally,  Air.  Sackett  was  made  a Alason  at 
El  Reno  in  1893.  I Ic  is  past  master  of  El  Reno 
Lodge  No.  7,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.  In  1S95  he  became 
a member  of  Keystone  Chapter  No.  9,  R.  A.  Ah, 
and  the  following  year  identified  himself  with 
Ascension  Commandery  No.  3,  K.  T.,  of  which 
he  is  senior  warden;  and  in  1S07  he  became  a 
member  of  India  Temple,  N.  AI.  S..  of  Okla- 
homa City.  In  the  fall  of  1898  he  joined  the 
consistory  in  Wichita,  Kans.  In  1899  he  served 
as  patron  of’ Alistletoe  Chapter  No.  27.  O.  E.  S.. 
at  El  Reno.  In  politics  he  has  always  sustained 
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Republican  principles.  He  is  a charter  member 
of  the  Republican  club. 

July  18,  1900,  Mr.  Sackett  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sue  Johnson,  who  was  born  in 
Illinois,  received  her  education  in  Orange  City, 
Iowa,  and  taught  in  the  El  Reno  public  schools 
for  three  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sackett  reside  in  their  commodious  resi- 
dence, corner  of  Cooney  street  and  Hoff  avenue, 
which  Mr.  Sackett  erected  in  the  summer  of 
1900.  ' 


JESSE  C.  HARPER  has  been  identified  with 
the  most  substantial  growth  of  Jennings.  As 
a merchant,  he  has  wisely  foreseen  the  pos- 
sibilities of  his  adopted  town,  and  has  arisen  to 
the  emergencies  of  its  promise  and  expansion. 
As  a reliable  citizen,  he  has  evinced  commenda- 
ble interest  in  all  of  the  enterprises  that  are  de- 
signed for  its  advancement  to  a position  among 
the  flourishing  towns  of  the  territory. 

To  a degree  Mr.  Harper  comes  honestly  by  his 
ability  in  the  mercantile  business,  his  father  hav- 
ing been  interested  in  the  same  line  of  activity. 
A native  of  Buchanan  county,  Mo.,  J.  C.  Harper 
was  born  in  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Jesse  C.  and 
Sarah  Ann  (Ray)  Harper,  natives,  respectively, 
of  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  Jesse  Harper  was  a 
merchant  during  the  years  of  his  activity,  and 
settled  in  Missouri  about  1838.  At  first  he  con- 
ducted his  business  at  Athens  (now  Albany), 
and  later  went  to  St.  Toe,  where  his  son  Jesse 
was  born.  When  the  youth  was  three  years  of 
age,  his  young  life  was  saddened  by  the  loss  of 
his  father.  His  mother  married  again  later,  and 
he  was  taken  to  Kansas  in  1858,  where  the  family 
settled  in  Nemaha  county,  and  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  tenth  year.  They  then  went 
to  Worth  county.  Mo.,  where  he  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools,  and  where  he  entered  upon 
an  independent  existence.  As  a farm  hand  he 
received  $12  a month  and  expenses,  and  con- 
tinued this  line  of  work  for  some  time. 

November  24,  1874,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Harper  and  Martha  J.  Pearson,  a daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Maria  Pearson,  of  Pottawatomie 
county,  Kans.  Seven  children  have  been  born 
to  this  couple,  viz.:  Della  T..  William  G.,  Gertie 
E.,  Jacob  P.,  Charles  E.,  Le  Roy  C.,  and  Cora  M. 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Harper  changed  his  oc- 
cupation of  farming  to  that  of  builder  and  con- 
tractor, which  he  engaged  in  for  seven  vears  in 
Lincoln  county.  A later  venture  was  a transfer 
business,  which  was  conducted  after  his  return 
to  Pottawatomie  county,  which  was  the  result  of 
a desire  for  an  all-around  change, owing  to  some- 
what impaired  health.  After  five  years  he  re- 
moved to  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  and  started  a 
general  merchandise  store,  and  in  three  years 


more  had  an  interest  in  a saw-mill,  which  he 
ran  until  the  opening  of  the  strip. 

Upon  coming  to  Oklahoma,  Mr.  Harper  lo- 
cated at  once  in  Jennings.  His  ability  found 
ready  recognition,  for  he  was  immediately 
elected  to  the  office  of  township  trustee,  and 
in  this  capacity,  which  he  held  for  two  years, 
assessed  the  township.  In  1894  he  began  the 
general  merchandise  business  which  has  since 
claimed  his  time  and  efforts,  and  which  has  been 
attended  by  such  pronounced  success,  that  he  is 
at  present  preparing  more  extensive  quarters, 
in  the  shape  of  a stone  store,  25x80  feet  in  di- 
mensions. Mr.  Harper  has  a stock  of  general 
produce,  and  is  besides  a cotton  buyer  on  a large 
scale.  Aside  from  the  property  on  which  the 
store  is  built,  he  owns  a fine  residence  lot  upon 
which  is  his  home.  It  is  a comfortable^  com- 
modious structure,  and  a credit  to  the  locality 
in  which  it  is  located. 

In  national  politics  Mr.  Harper  is  a Populist. 
In  religious  circles  the  family  are  prominently 
identified  with  the  interests  of  the  [Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  active  and  helpful 
workers  in  the  same.  Toward  the  erection  of 
the  church  [Mr.  Harper  was  a generous  con- 
tributor, and  readily  afforded  valuable  general 
assistance. 


T OHN  A.  BURKHOLDER,  the  well-known 
merchant  and  postmaster  of  Jennings,  was 
born  in  Carroll  county,  Ind.,  and  is  a son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Barry)  Burkholder,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  a farmer  and  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  At  an  early  day  he  associated 
himself  with  the  pioneers  of  Indiana,  among 
whom  his  useful  life  was  passed,  and  where  he 
died  at  an  advanced  age. 

J.  A.  Burkholder  was  reared  to  agricultural 
•pursuits,  and  passed  the  years  of  his  vouth  on 
his  father’s  farm.  His  educational  advantages 
were  the  best  procurable  in  the  district  schools, 
and  he  earlv  displayed  traits  of  industry  and 
thrift.  When  seven  years  of  age  he  lost  his 
father,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  began 
to  shift  for  himself.  In  1872  he  sought  the 
larger  possibilities  of  the  far  west,  and  in  the 
mining  camps  of  Arizona  increased  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  world,  and  fortified  himself  for  the 
responsibilities  that  were  to  come.  He  subse- 
quently lived  for  a time  in  Kansas,  going  thence 
to  Texas,  and  eventually  coming  to  Oklahoma 
in  1892.  For  a year  he  remained  near  Oklahoma 
City  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1803  came  to  Jennings,  settling  on  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  20.  township  20,  range  7 
east.  This  claim  has  since  developed  into  a 
remunerative  venture,  and,  although  still  in  the 
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.-.-session  of  Mr.  Burkholder,  is  rented  out  to 
, tlicr  parties. 

\fter  three  years  of  fanning,  Mr.  Burkholder 
,.j«encd  a general  merchandise  store,  and  in  1897 
vv;is  appointed  postmaster  by  President  AIcKin- 
!cv,  which  position  of  trust  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  hold.  In  May  of  1882,  Mr.  Burkholder 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Hallie  Heriott,  of 
Missouri.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  three 
children,  Elile  E.,  Mabel,  and  Ethel.  The  chil- 
dren are  all  attending  school  at  Stillwater. 

Mr.  Burkholder’s  political  preferences  are 
with  the  Republican  party,  although  he  enter- 
tains extremely  liberal  views  regarding  the  po- 
litical issues  of  the  country.  Fraternally  he  is 
associated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  in  Indiana,  and  with  the  Guthrie  Con- 
sistory of  Masons  and  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Paw- 
nee. Mrs.  Burkholder  and  her  oldest  daughter 
arc  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
ardent  workers  in  the  same.  Mr.  Burkholder 
is  esteemed  for  his  many  desirable  traits  of  mind 
and  character,  and  for  his  invariable  interest 
in  the  public  welfare. 


OA.  GILBERT.  In  his  capacity  as  post- 
master of  Cleveland,  Mr.  Gilbert  has 
verified  the  estimation  in  which  he  has 
been  held  by  the  community  at  large,  and  won 
more  than  ever  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  townsmen.  A native  of  Kewanee,  Henrv 
county,  111.,  he  was  born  in  1866,  and  is  a son 
of  ( ).  A.  and  Fannie  Gilbert,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a farmer  during  the  years  of  his  activity. 
For  a few  years  also  he  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing", but  seemed  to  have  a special  aptitude  for 
developing  to  the  fullest  the  latent  cpialities  of 
the  soil. 

The  boyhood  days  of  O.  A.  Gilbert  were  spent 
on  his  father's  farm  at  Green  River.  111.,  and  his 
surroundings  were  such  as  to  develop  the  best 
traits  of  his  character.  He  early  displayed  a 
fondness  for  study,  which  was  fostered  at  the 
public  schools,  and  further  developed  at  the 
Normal  school.  Subsequently,  for  several  years, 
lie  applied  his  agricultural  knowledge  in  the 
management  of  the  home  farm,  and  in  1SS9 
sought  the  larger  possibilities  of  Oklahoma. 
W ith  the  thousands  of  others  also  in  search  of 
improved  conditions,  he  made  the  run  at  the 
opening,  and  secured  the  claim  on  section  2, 
township  14,  range  4 west.  After  improving  the 
farm  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Edmond,  Okla. 
As  clerk  in  a drug  store  he  spent  some  time, 
and  then  went  to  Stillwater,  where  he  entered 
upon  an  independent  venture  in  the  same  line 
of  occupation. 

After  an  experiment  covering  a year  and  a 
half,  Mr.  Gilbert  came  to  Cleveland  and  built  a 


frame  store  which  was  opened  April  1,  1894. 
This  proved  to  be  an  unfortunate  venture,  for 
the  structure  was  lost  through  fire,  and  the 
owner’s  worldly  possessions  were  diminished  to 
the  extent  of  about  $2,500.  Nothing  daunted, 
Air.  Gilbert’s  optimism  and  faith  in  the  future 
were  sufficient  to  warrant  his  best  efforts  at 
reparation,  and  he  erected  a fine  stone  store 
25x50  feet  in  dimensions. 

For  the  last  three  years  Mr.  Gilbert  has  held 
the  responsible  position  of  postmaster  of  Cleve- 
land, and  in  the  catering  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  he  is  ably  seconded  by  Mrs. 
Gilbert,  to  whose  valuable  assistance  and  faith- 
ful application  lie"  attributes  not  a little  of  his 
success.  Airs.  Gilbert  was  formerly  Eva  A. 
Powell,  a daughter  of  J.  A.  and  Barbara  A. 
Powell.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  is  a graduate  of  the  high  school  at  the 
county-seat  of  Rice  county,  Ivans.  Her  mar- 
riage with  Air.  Gilbert  occurred  in  1893,  and 
since  that  time  she  has  won  the  esteem  and 
affection  of  all  who  have  come  within  the  range 
of  her  kindly  and  interesting  personality.  The 
store  over  which  Air.  and  Airs.  Gilbert  preside 
is  a credit  to  themselves  and  to  the  town  in 
which  it  is  located. 

ATr.  Gilbert  is  a director  and  stockholder  of 
the  Bank  of  Cleveland.  In  political  affiliation 
he  is  associated  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  held  several  offices  within  the  gift  of 
the  people.  He  has  been  a justice  of  the  peace 
and  a notary,  is  at  the  present  time  a committee- 
man, and  is  city  councilman  from  the  second 
ward.  Fraternally  he  is  a Knight  of  Pythias  at 
Stillwater.  He  is  a registered  pharmacist.  Airs. 
Gilbert  is  an  active  worker  in  and  member  of 
the  Christian  Church. 


GEORGE  W.  SUTTON,  Ah  D„  banker, 
physician,  politician,  and  a reliable  and 
substantial  citizen,  has  been  identified  with 
the  best  material  and  intellectual  growth  of 
Cleveland,  from  the  inception  of  this  promising 
and  progressive  town.  A native  of  Ohio  countv, 
Inch,  Dr.  Sutton  was  born  in  1843,  and  is  a son 
of  Joshua  and  Sarah  (Wells)  Sutton. 

The.  early  life  of  Dr.  Sutton  was  on  the  un- 
eventful order,  and  was  not  unlike  that  ex- 
perienced by  many  other  farmers’  sons,  who 
are  trained  to  an  appreciation  of  the  dig- 
nity and  usefulness  of  an  agricultural 
life.  An  element  of  interest  was  intro- 
duced into  his  existence  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  he  fought  for  his  country  as  a 
member  of  Company  E,  Fiftieth  Indiana  In- 
fantry, which  was  mobilized  at  Sevmour,  Ind. 
The  company  participated  in  numerous  battles, 
including  those  of  Pine  Bluff,  Shiloh,  and  Little 
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Rock.  In  1863  the  doctor  secured  permission 
to  return  to  his  home,  and  upon  arriving-  there 
organized  Company  I, One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
ninth  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  captain,  and 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
They  disbanded  and  were  discharged  during 
November  of  1864,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Upon  returning  to  his  home  after  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  he  decided  to  devote  his  ener- 
gies to  a masterv  of  the  science  of  medicine, 
and  with  this  in  view  began  to  study  at  the  Cin- 
cinnati Medical  School,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1867.  For  the  three  following  years 
he  made  practical  application  of  his  knowledge 
acquired,  in  his  home  town,  and  in  1868  removed 
to  Lyon  county,  Ivans.  From  1881  to  1884  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  legislature  for  Lyon 
county,  where  he  was  a successful  practitioner 
until  1889.  He  was  at  this  time  honored  with 
the  appointment  of  post  surgeon  of  the  Osage 
Nation,  the  position  extending  over  a period  of 
four  years.  At  the  opening  of  the  Cherokee 
strip  in  1893,  he  came  to  the  site  of  Cleveland 
with  R.  W Dunlap  and  others  of  an  equally  en- 
terprising nature,  and  organized  the  town  which 
has  since  realized  to  such  a large  extent,  the 
expectations  of  its  promoters.  His  interest  was 
substantially  manifest  from  the  first,  for  he 
erected  a commodious  and  comfortable  resi- 
dence, and  was  associated  with  the  various 
enterprises  that  are  the  heralds  of  future  pros- 
perity. 

In  1894  Dr.  Sutton  erected  the  bank  building, 
and  organized  the  Bank  of  Cleveland,  of  which 
he  was  made  president,  with  W.  T.  Titten, 
cashier.  Since  then  the  doctor  has  combined  his 
professional  and  banking  interests,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  himself,  and  the  community  which  is 
benefited  by  his  exertions.  In  his  professional 
work  he  is  in  partnership  with  Dr.  C.  W.  Eal- 
laine. 

In  1871  occurred  the  marriage  of  Kate  King 
to  Dr.  Sutton.  A Irs.  Sutton  is  a daughter  of 
Dr.  King,  of  Lyon  county,  Ivans.  Of  this  union 
there  arc  three  children.  Birdie  is  now  Mrs. 
Frank  Bucher,  of  Bartlesville,  I.  T.,  and  has 
three  children.  Mr.  Bucher  is  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Bartlesville,  of  which 
G.  W.  Sutton  is  president,  and  which  was  or- 
ganized in  the  spring-  of  1900.  Fred  R.  is  now 
located  at  Los  Angeles.  Cal.,  as  surgeon  of  the 
Atchison.  Topeka  & Santa  Fe  Railroad:  and 
Lela  is  living  at  home. 

In  national  politics  Dr.  Sutton  is  a Republican 
and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
undertakings  of  his  party.  His  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  first  territorial  legis- 
lature. Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the 
Masonic  order,  and  joined  the  organization  in 


the  early  ’70s,  at  Neosho  Rapids,  Katis.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  a member  of  the  chapter  at 
Pawnee,  and  Pawnee  Commanderv  No.  7,  Iv.  T. 
Lie  is  a regent  of  the  Territorial  University. 
With  his  wife,  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a generous 
contributor  toward  the  same.  Dr.  Sutton  and 
the  territorial  treasurer,  Mr.  Thompson,  organ- 
ized the  Arkansas  Valley  National  Bank  at 
Pawnee,  in  1895,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  the 
president.  

JOHNSON  ADAMS,  deceased,  was  for  a 
time  one’  of  the  leading  business  men  and 
honored  citizens  of  Pawnee,  where  he  lo- 
cated on  the  16th  of  September,  1893.  He  was  a 
native  of  Jasper  county,  Mo.,  and  the  youngest 
child  of  Johnson  and  Violet  (Gilstrap)  Adams, 
early  settlers  of  that  county,  who  are  now  de- 
ceased. There  our  subject  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  for  a time  followed  farming. 
Learning  the  butcher’s  trade  he  was  engaged  in 
the  meat  business  at  Zincite,  Mo.,  until  his  re- 
moval to  Pawnee.  Here  he  opened  a market 
and  carried  on  business  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Adams  & Manning  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  February  17,  1896,  when  he  was  forty- 
three  years  of  age.  He  was  a wide-awake,  ener- 
getic business  man.  who  generallv  carried  for- 
ward to  successful  completion  whatever  he 
undertook,  and  his  upright,  honorable  course  in 
life  gained  for  him  the  confidence  and  high  re- 
gard of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact 
either  in  business  or  social  affairs.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  was  a Republican. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Adams  was  Tennessee 
Albert,  of  Missouri,  by  whom  he  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Olive  M.,  who  married  George 
Faulkner,  of  Payne  county,  Okla. ; Lillie,  who 
married  Lemuel  Smith,  of  Missouri:  Harvey, 
who  married  Maude  Soulsby,  of  Pawnee,  Okla.: 
Minnie  Bell,  who  married  Toseph  Proctor,  of 
Pawnee,  Olda.;  and  Frank,  who  resides  at  home 
and  is  attending  school. 

At  Columbus,  Ivans.,  Mr.  Adams  was  mar- 
ried, September  17,  1886,  to  Miss  Nellie  F. 
Gates,  who  was  born  near  Montrose,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Pa.,  but  was  reared  in  Missouri 
and  Kansas.  Tier  parents.  Nelson  IT.  and  Esther 
A.  (Griswold)  Gates,  were  also  natives  -of  the 
Keystone  state,  and  the  father  was  a member  of 
a Pennsylvania  regiment  in  the  Civil  war.  Bv 
occupation  he  is  a carpenter  and  builder,  and 
followed  that  pursuit  for  some  time  in  Texas 
county.  Mo.,  but  is  now  a resident  of  Galena 
county,  Ivans.  His  wife  died  in  Pawnee,  Okla. 
'To  them  were  born  nine  children,  four  sons  and 
five  daughters,  but  Mrs.  Adams  is  the  only 
daughter  now  living.  Two  of  her  brothers  re- 
side in  Pawnee  countv,  Okla.;  while  one  is  a 
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resident  of  Colorado,  and  the  other  of  western 
Kansas.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Adams  carried  on  the  business  with  marked  suc- 
ce>s  until  1899,  when  she  sold  out.  She  is  a 
woman  of  good  business  ability  and  sound  judg- 
ment, and  possesses  many  sterling  qualities 
which  have  won  for  her  a host  of  friends.  She 
is  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely:  Golden, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months;  Estella; 
Nellie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  months;  and 
Audroff,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

October  1,  1899,  Mrs.  Adams  married  for  her 
second  husband  J.  H.  Manning,  her  former  hus- 
band’s partner,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  loan  business  in  Pawnee.  ' 


JN.  COULTER,  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of  Pawnee,  is  equally 
prominent  in  political  circles,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  an  influential  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the 
1 )emocratic  party.  He  has  made  a point  of  at- 
tending its  conventions,  and  frequently  has  been 
sent  as  a delegate.  As  a member  of  the  terri- 
torial general  convention  of  the  party  he  as- 
sisted in  its  organization,  and  from  that  time 
until  the  present  has  labored  assiduously  in  the 
advancement  of  its  interests. 

J.  N.  Coulter  was  born  in  Waterloo,  Hunt- 
ingdon county,  Pa.,  July  22,  i860,  and  when  ten 
years  of  age  accompanied  his  parents,  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Briggs)  Coulter,  to  Indiana. 
They  settled  upon  a farm  near  Crawfordsville, 
where  the  father  subsequently  departed  this  life, 
while  his  widow  yet  lives  at  the  old  home.  Both 
were  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  Of  their 
twelve  children  four  are  deceased. 

The  only  representative  of  his  father's  family 
in  Oklahoma  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  educated  chiefly  in  the  schools  of  Indiana, 
and,  after  attending  the  Central  State  Normal  at 
Ladoga  for  a period,  he  pursued  a course  at 
Wabash  College.  Returning  to  his  former  pur- 
suit he  continued  to  devote  his  attention  10  ag- 
riculture for  many  years.  April  22,  1889,  he 
came  to  this  territory,  and  located  in  Guthrie. 
Later  he  took  and  proved  up  a claim  in  Logan 
county,  and  September  16,  1893,  made  the  race 
into  the  “strip.”  He  soon  came  to  Pawnee  and 
embarked  in  the  hardware  business,  but  in  1894 
sold  out  to  IT.  C.  Hanna. 

In  April,  1895,  Mr.  Coulter  was  appointed 
deputy  United  States  district  clerk,  and  was  the 
first  official  in  the  new  county  court-house.  He 
occupied  that  position  acceptably  for  about  three 
years,  or  until  the  spring  of  189S.  In  January, 
1899,  lie  received  the  appointment  to  the  posi- 
tion of  deputy  county  treasurer,  and  served 
under  Mr.  Green  and  J.  T.  Craig.  He  was 
elected  treasurer  of  Pawnee  county  in  the  fall 


of  1900.  For  two  terms  he  was  numbered 
among  the  “city  fathers,”  both  terms  being  pres- 
ident of  the  council.  In  addition  to  this  he  was 
chairman  of  the  city  board  of  education  for  one 
term.  As  stated  above,  he  is  zealous  in  the  pro- 
motion of  Democratic  party  welfare,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  Pawnee  county 
central  committee  he  was  chosen  as  its  chairman 
and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  four  years,  also 
being  honored  by  the  chairmanship  at  the  first 
county  convention  of  his  party.  Fraternaiiy  he 
was  initiated  into  Masonry  in  Pawnee  Lodge 
No.  17,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He  is  also  a member 
of  Tyrian  Chapter  No.  20,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Fork 
and  Scottish  Rites*  thirty-second  degree.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

One  of  the  leaders  in  the  organization  of  the 
Arkansas  Valley  Telephone  Company,  Mr.  Coul- 
ter deserves  great  credit  for  what  is  destined  to 
be  a great  and  flourishing  system  of  untold  ben- 
efit to  the  people  of  northeastern  Oklahoma. 
Manifesting  his  great  confidence  in  the  ultimate 
outcome  of  the  enterprise,  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  invest  capital  in  it,  and  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  company  has  been  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  same.  Success  is  attending 
him,  and  the  matter  is  receiving  general  atten- 
tion, as  the  merits  of  the  system  are  becoming 
known. 

Mr.  Coulter  built  a pleasant  residence  in  Paw- 
nee, and  in  his  home  circle  finds  his  happiest 
hours.  He  was  married  in  Guthrie  to  Miss 
Pearl  Laws,  whose  birth  took  place  in  Illinois. 
They  are  the  parents  of  a little  daughter,  Ella 
by  name.  Each  member  of  the  family  is  popu- 
lar in  the  best  circles  of  Pawnee,  and  their  home 
plainly  attests  to  the  refined  tastes  of  its  inmates. 


DWARD  H.  COOKE,  a representative  busi- 
ness  man  of  Oklahoma  City,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1900,  has  officiated  as 
president  of  the  State  National  Bank,  which  was 
organized  in  May,  1893.  The  possessor  of  broad 
banking  experience,  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  different  departments  of  a bank,  and  by  his 
persevering  industry  and  good  business  abilitv. 
has  attained  his  present  high  position. 

In  Brenham,  Washington  county,  Tex.,  Mr. 
Cooke  was  born  in  i860.  His  father,  W.  H. 
Cooke,  a native  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  was  left  an 
orphan  and  was  the  youngest  of  a family  of  eight 
children.  When  a young  man,  about  184^,  he 
went  to  Texas,  and  at  Brenham  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  and  cotton  business,  in  which  lie 
met  with  success.  He  now  resides  in  Oklahoma 
City.'  He  married  Miss  Ellen  S.  Norton,  a native 
of  Connecticut,  and  a daughter  of  Samuel  Nor- 
ton. Six  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
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five  are  now  living.  One  son,  George  L.,  is 
assistant  cashier  in  the  State  National  Bank 
of  Oklahoma  City. 

Edward  H.  Cooke  was  the  oldest  child  of  his 
parents.  Pie  received  his  early  schooling  in  his 
native  town  of  Brcnham.  At  seventeen,  he  en- 
tered the  bank  of  Giddings  & Ciddings,  of  Bren- 
ham,and  remained  with  them  until  1886.  Hethen 
went  to  Colorado,  Tex.,  where  he  became  cashier 
of  the  Colorado  National  Bank,  and  he  occupied 
that  position  until  1893,  when  he  resigned  to 
locate  in  Oklahoma  City.  He  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  State  National  Bank,  which 
has  a capital  of  $50,000,  and  is  the  largest  in  the 
city.  Its  doors  were  opened  in  May,  1893,  and  it 
now  has  over  $750,000  in  deposits.  Until  Janu- 
ary, 1900,  Mr.  Cooke  was  cashier  of  this  institu- 
tion, but  on  that  date  he  was  elected  president. 
Possessing  the  highest  order  of  financial  ability, 
through  his  exertions,  and  the  assistance  of 
competent  men  in  all  departments,  the  State  Na- 
tional Bank  has  kept  pace  with  the  rapid  onward 
growth  of  the  city  and  territory.  Pie  is  inter- 
ested in  the  growth  of  his  adopted  city,  and  en- 
courages all  enterprises  that  tend  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  city  and  territory  at  large. 
He  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  Oklahoma 
City  Light  and  Power  Company. 

In  Brenham,  Tex.,  Air.  Cooke  married  Miss 
Mabel  Giddings,  who  was  a native  of  that  village, 
and  died  there  leaving  a daughter,  Hallie  B. 

December  20,  1900,  at  Houston,  Tex.,  Air. 
Cooke  married  Aliss  Edna  Earle  Key,  a daugh- 
ter of  Alonzo  Key,  a well-known  business  man 
of  Houston.  She  is  a native  of  Texas  and  was 
educated  in  Houston,  where  she  was  a prom- 
inent member  of  the  most  select  society. 

Mr.  Cooke  is  a member  of  the  following  or- 
ganizations: Lodge  No.  3,  .A.  F.  & A.  AL,  at 
Oklahoma  City;  the  Consistory  at  Guthrie, 
Lodge  of  Perfection  ATo.  1 ; Knights  of  Pvthias; 
Benevolent  Patriotic  Order  of  Elks,  in  which  he 
has  been  past  exalted  ruler;  Territorial  Bankers’ 
Association;  American  Bankers’  Association; 
and  is  a charter  member,  director  and  ex- 
treasurer of  the  City  Commercial  Club  of  Okla- 
homa City.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat. 


CT.  SOULSBY  came  to  Pawnee  on  the 
. opening  of  the  reservation  in  September, 
1893,  and  the  following  month  estab- 
lished the  hardware  store,  which  he  still  con- 
ducts, it  being  the  second  store  started  in  the 
place.  He  has  since  been  numbered  among  its 
leading  business  men  who  by  fair  and  honorable 
dealing  have  won  a merited  success  in  the  new 
territory  with  which  their  lot  has  been  cast. 

Mr.  Soulsby  was  born  on  the  9th  of  Novem- 


ber, 1840,  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  is  the  older  in 
a family  of  two  children,  his  brother  being 
Robert  Soulsby,  a builder  of  Talbot  cftUWtvi* Aid. 
His  father,  Robert  Soulsby,  Sr.,  was  also  a native 
of  Baltimore.  The  grandfather  located  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  Maryland  on  his  emigration 
from  England  to  America,  being  engaged  in 
merchandising  there  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  In  early  life  the  father  was  also  a 
merchant  of  that  city,  but  later  located  on  a 
farm  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  fourteen  miles 
from  the  city  of  Lancaster,  where  he  conducted 
a store  in  connection  with  his  farming  opera- 
tions. His  last-  days,  however,  were  spent  upon 
a farm  in  Talbot  county,  Md.,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Amelia  Plain,  was  born 
in  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  was  a daughter  of  Daniel 
Hain,  who  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  of 
German  descent,  and  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812.  For  some  time  her  father  was  engaged  in 
milling  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia, 
and  from  there  removed  to  Baltimore,  Md., 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a general  contractor. 
Subsequently  he  lived  in  Safe  Harbor.  Lan- 
caster county,  Pa.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
is  still  living  in  Talbot  county,  Md.,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years. 

C.  T.  Soulsby  spent  the  first  eight  years  of  his 
life  at  his  birthplace,  and  then  accompanied  the 
family  on  their  removal  to  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1869,  in  the 
meantime  attending  the  public  schools  of  that 
locality.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  commenced 
learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  York  county, 
Pa.,  and  after  serving  a three  years’  apprentice- 
ship went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  found  em- 
ployment in  the  government  repair  shops,  where 
he  remained  during  the  Civil  war.  At  its  close 
he  went  to  Rawlinsville,  Lancaster  countv,  Pa., 
where  his  father  owned  a hotel,  and  remained 
there  five  years.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Talbot 
county,  kid.,  and  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  On  his  father’s  death  he  came 
into  possession  of  one-half  of  the  home  farm, 
which  he  operated  for  eight  years,  and  at  the 
same  time  carried  on  the  blacksmith’s  trade  at 
Easton,  kick 

As  previously  stated,  Mr.  Soulsby  came  to 
Pawnee,  Okla.,  in  September,  1S93,  and  two 
weeks  later  opened  a hardware  store,  which  was 
conducted  under  the  name  of  C.  T.  Soulsbv  until 
1897,  when  his  son  was  admitted  to  partnership, 
and  the  name  was  changed  to  C.  T.  Soulsby  & 
Son.  Their  store  room  is  50x65  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, and  is  stocked  with  both  hardware  and 
agricultural  implements.  They  carry  the  Cham- 
pion binders  and  mowers;  the  John  Deere  plow- 
goods,  of  Moline,  111.;  the  James  Moon  car- 
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riagcs;  and  the  Moline  and  Lake  City  wagons. 
[ jiright  and  honorable  in  their  business  deal- 
,,1, rS(  the  firm  enjoy  an  excellent  trade  arid  are 
steadily  prospering. 

]n  York  county,  Pa.,  Mr.  Soulsby  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Ella  Cronin,  a native  of  Staunton, 
\ a.,  and  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  Cronin,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  who  died  in  the 
t >U1  Dominion.  Her  death  occurred  in  York 
county,  Pa.  In  1866  Mr.  Soulsby  was  again 
married,  at  Rawlinsville,  Pa.,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Smithson,  who  was 
born  at  that  place.  Her  father,  Dr.  George 
Smithson,  a graduate  of  the  Medical  Department 
of  Maryland  University,  Baltimore,  Aid.,  was 
born  in  Harford  county,  Aid.,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at  Raw- 
linsville, Pa.,  where  he  died.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Soulsby  have  six  children,  namely:  Caroline  D., 
at  home;  C.  Milton  T.,  a blacksmith  of  Easton, 
Aid.;  George  S.,  who  was  educated  at  the  Easton, 
Aid.,  high  school,  and  is  now  a partner  of  his 
father  in  the  hardware  business  and  a member 
of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Pawnee;  Joseph  D., 
head  bookkeeper  for  the  Farmers  & Merchants’ 
National  Bank  of  Easton,  Aid.;  and  Russell  A. 
and  Alay  D.,  twins,  at  home. 

Air.  Soulsby  served  as  treasurer  of  Pawnee  in 
1S96,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  giving  his 
support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  believes 
calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  social  or  ma- 
terial welfare  of  his  community.  Fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Ivnig'hts  of  Pythias;  and  re- 
ligiously he  is  an  Episcopalian,  holding  member- 
ship in  Trinity  Cathedral  at  Easton,  Aid.,  where 
he  served  as  vestryman  during  his  residence 
there. 


ONRAD  STRECKER.  As  mayor  of  Pond 
Creek  Air.  Strecker  has  won  the  highest 
municipal  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people, 
and  as  the  most  extensive  hardware  dealer  in  the 
county  he  has  received  the  merited  patronage 
and  confidence  due  his  upright  methods  of  trans- 
acting business.  That  he  is  ably  qualified  to  fill 
these  and  other  positions  that  the  future  may 
have  in  store,  admits  of  no  doubt,  for  his  varied 
and  many-sided  experiences  have  rounded  out  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  life  and  have 
furnished  a large,  general  fund  of  information. 

Germany  has  furnished  a large  part  of  the  sub- 
stantial element  that  has  proved  the  backbone  of 
American  enterprises,  and  this  former  subject  of 
the  Kaiser  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  Air. 
Strecker  was  born  in  Germany  in  1861,  and  is 
the  son  of  German  parents,  Adam  and  Dorada 
St  reel  <er,  who  lived  and  died  in  their  native  land. 
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Conrad  was  second  youngest  in  a family  of  four 
children,  and  was  the  first  to  come  to  America,  in 
1883,  the  other  children  crossing  the  ocean  at  a 
later  period.  The  journey  was  undertaken  on 
the  steamer  Boliver,  and,  after  landing  in  New 
York,  Air.  Strecker  went  at  once  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  remained  for  six  months.  Next  he  set- 
tled in  Independence,  Ivans.,  and  engaged  in 
carriage  building,  which  he  had  learned  in  Ger- 
many. After  the  expiration  of  ten  years  he  came 
to  Oklahoma,  in  1893,  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, locating  immediately  in  Pond  Creek. 
With  commendable  energy  he  readily  seized 
upon  a line  of  occupation  for  which  there  must 
be  a continual  and  growing  demand,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary of  1894  opened  a hardware  and  im- 
plement store.  The  business  was  conducted  at 
first  in  rather  circumscribed  quarters,  but  with 
the  increase  of  population  in  the  surrounding 
country,  and  the  consequent  demand  for  his 
wares,  the  necessity  arose  for  more  extended 
room.  A store  was  constructed,  25x145  feet  in 
dimensions,  which  is  unquestionably  the  largest 
and  most  complete  affair  of  the  kind  in  the 
county.  In  addition,  there  is.  an  implement 
house,  50x100  feet. 

To  add  to  the  appearance  of  the  town  and  to 
the  convenience  of  his  family  and  friends,  Air. 
Strecker  has  erected  a commodious  and  com- 
fortable residence,  which  is  in  every  way  worthy 
of  its  surroundings  and  of  the  prominent  posi- 
tion of  its  owner.  Fie  is  the  possessor  also  of 
large  real-estate  interests,  and  has  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  four  miles  east  of 
Pond  Creek,  every  foot  of  which  is  under  culti- 
vation and  where  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  are  carried  on.  As  president  of  the  Bank 
of  Pond  Creek,  Air.  Strecker  has  been  enabled 
to  further  demonstrate  his  business  acumen  and 
interest  in  the  public  welfare,  as  well  to  add  to 
his  responsibility  and  already  arduous  tasks. 

As  might  be  expected  from  the  representative 
of  a family  who  dates  his  ancestral  genealogy 
through  five  hundred  years  of  culture  and  prog- 
ress, and  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  intellectual  and  commercial  world,  and  who 
still  retain  evidence  of  their  close  proximitv  to 
royalty,  as  handed  down  by  a coat-of-arms,  Air. 
Strecker  is  vitally  interested  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, and  has  expended  time  and  money  in  per- 
fecting the  system  inaugurated  in  his  town.  As 
a member  of  the  school  board  up  to  the  time  of 
his  election  as  mayor,  he  had  ample  opportunity 
to  carry  out  his  ideas,  which  were  always  heartily 
welcomed  bv  his  colleagues.  In  April  of  1S99 
this  promoter  of  the  public  good  was  unani- 
mously elected  to  the  mayorship,  and  his  admin- 
istration has  met  with  the  approval  of  even  those 
who  are  politically  opposed  to  him.  As  a mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party  lie  is  a firm  believer 
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of  the  principles  which  it  advocates  and  an  up- 
holder of  the  issues  which  are  from  time  to  time 
inculcated  in  the  platform.  As  a moral  factor, 
Mr.  Strecker  is  identified  with  the  interests  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  erection  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  his  adopted  town.  His  wife  and  family 
are  also  active  workers  in  the  same  church. 

June  i,  1886,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Strecker  and  Katherine  E.  Callahan,  a daughter 
of  Owen  and  Rosa  Callahan,  of  Independence, 
Kans.  Of  this  union  there  are  four  children, 
viz.:  Aloysius  C.,  Herbert  J.,  Owen  E.  and  Frank 
C.  The  children  are  all  at  home.  In  summing 
up  their  distinguished  ancestors  these  children 
will  doubtless  dwell  with  interest  upon  the  fact 
that  their  father’s  uncle  is  a general  in  the  Ger- 
man army;  also  that  an  own  cousin  of  their 
father,  Gen.  Wilhelm  Strecker,  under  the  as- 
sumed nomenclature  of  Rechid  Pascha,  was  the 
distinguished  general-in-chief  of  the  Turkish  ar- 
tillery, and  undertook  and  accomplished  the  re- 
construction and  reorganization  of  the  entire 
Turkish  artillery. 


JOHN  W.  TERRY.  As  the  genial  and 
successful  owner  of  the  Perry  House  at  Te- 
cumseh,  as  town  justice,  and  as  an  enter- 
prising and  progressive  citizen,  Mr.  Perry  has 
contributed  not  a little  to  the  convenience  of  the 
traveling  public,  and  to  the  growth  of  his  prom- 
ising town.  The  hotel,  erected  in  1900.  is  in 
every  way  a credit  to  the  owner  and  to  the  local- 
ity in  which  it  is  situated.  The  rooms  are  large 
and  well  ventilated,  the  dining  room  service  is 
such  as  to  win  praise  from  those  who  profit  by 
the  excellent  management,  and  mine  host  has 
the  necessary  traits  of  kindliness,  tact,  and  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  human  nature,  which  are  the 
invariable  accompaniments  of  the  popular  hotel- 
man. 

In  Crawford  county,  Ark.,  Mr.  Perry  was  born 
November  29,  1861,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and 
Martha  J.  (Pope)  Perry,  natives  respectively  of 
Canada  and  Missouri.  On  the  paternal  side  the 
Perry  family  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  these  lat- 
ter-day descendants  have  many  of  the  sterling 
and  substantial  traits  for  which  the  Scotch  nation 
have  ever  been  famed.  When  fifteen  years  of  age 
J.  W.  Terry  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  Cher- 
okee nation,  where  his  father  carried  on  a mer- 
cantile venture.  As  a boy  he  assisted  in  the 
work  around  the  store,  and  early  displayed  hab- 
its of  thrift  and  industry.  As  a student,  also,  he 
diligently  applied  himself  to  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge,  and  attended  the  Baptist  University 
near  Muscogee,  Cherokee  nation,  where  he  was 
graduated  from  the  academic  department  in  due 
time.  He  then  entered  the  state  university  at 


Fayetteville,  Ark.,  and  after  a year  went  to  a 
commercial  college  at  Fort  Smith,  and  gradu- 
ated in  the  business  course. 

In  the  fall  of  1892  Mr.  Perry  became  identi- 
fied with  the  promising  possibilities  of  Okla- 
homa, and  started  a mercantile  business  with  his 
father,  which  association  was  amicably  and  satis- 
factorily continued  for  four  years.  November 
25,  1894,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Perry  and 
Ella  Edmunds,  of  Keokuk  Falls,  and  a daughter 
of  D.  C.  and  II.  F.  (Esque)  Edmunds.  Of  this 
union  there  are  three  children,  J.  T.,  Mabel,  and 
Reva  Mildred,  who  were  born  in  Keokuk  Falls. 

With  the  undertakings  of  . the  Democratic 
party  Mr.  Perry  has  been  actively  identified,  and 
among  other  local  offices  within  the  gift  of  the 
people,  he  has  served  as  township  clerk  for  two 
years,  and  was  elected  township  justice  for 
Keokuk  Falls  in  1898,  to  fill  a vacancy.  So 
satisfactory  were  his  services  that  they  resulted 
in  his  election  in  1899,  and  re-election  in  1900. 
Although  several  cases  have  been  tried  before 
him,  no  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed,  nor 
have  any  appeals  been  made.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Perry  is  associated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  having  joined  that  organization  at  Ar- 
lington, Okla.,  and  is  a charter  member  of  the 
Keokuk  Lodge. 


EM.  BROWN.  Judging  from  the  success 
. which  has  attended  his  efforts  as  a hard- 
ware merchant,  and  manufacturer  of  sheet 
iron,  Air.  Brown  seems  to  have  realized  many 
of  the  expectations  in  regard  to  a residence  in 
Pawnee.  He  has  a monopoly  of  the  sheet  iron 
trade  of  the  town,  and  has  filled  all  of  the  large 
contracts  intrusted  to  him  in  a highly  satisfac- 
tory manner. 

Born  October  27,  1S64,  he  is  a native  of  Man- 
hattan, Ivans.,  on  the  Kansas  river,  near  what 
was  then  old  Fort  Kearney.  His  father,  Cor- 
nelius. was  born  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  was  of 
French  descent.  'He  led  an  interesting  and  ad- 
venturous life,  and  one  fraught  with  incessant 
danger.  As  a government  spy  he  went  all 
through  the  war,  having,  in  1S60,  gone  to  Kan- 
sas, where  he  inspected  all  of  the  forts.  Fie  was 
several  times  wounded,  and  fatally  so  when  at- 
tempting to  arrest  some  moonshiners  in  the 
Indian  Territory  in  1881.  The  mother,  formerly 
Jane  Elizabeth  Slade,  came  from  other  shores, 
and  was  a native  of  London,  England.  She  is 
now  living  in  Pierce  City,  A to.  Of  the  five  chil- 
dren in  this  family  three  are  living,  El.  M.  being 
the  oldest,  and  the  only  one  in  Oklahoma. 

The  early  youth  of  Mr.  Brown  was  passed  in 
St.  Louis,  A To.  He  later  went  to  San  Diego, 
Cal.,  where  he  apprenticed  to  a tinsmith,  D. 
Knox,  for  three  years.  In  the  different  cities  of 
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California  lie  later  made  practical  application  of 
his  trade,  and  for  a time  also  lived  in  Washing- 
ton territory.  Upon  his  return  to  St.  Louis  he 
worked  in  several  Missouri  shops,  and  for  eight 
months  was  with  the  firm  of  Cochrane  & Powers. 
A later  place  of  residence  was  in  Denver,  Colo., 
from  which  he  was  unexpectedly  recalled  to  St. 
Louis,  owing  to  the  illness  of  his  brother.  In 
Joplin,  Mo.,  in  1889,  he  started  a galvanizing 
cornice  works,  and  in  the  spring  of  1893  he 
located  in  Guthrie,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  occupation. 

Mr.  Brown  made  the  run  to  Perry,  but  did 
not  remain  there,  and  after  a few  days  came  to 
Pawnee  and  opened  a hardware  store  and  iron 
works,  under  the  firm  name  of  Coulter  & Brown. 
In  March  of  1S94,  he  sold  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Coulter,  and  started  a store  of  his  own  on  the 
south  side.  A continually  increasing  trade  soon 
rendered  larger  quarters  imperative,  and  in  June 
was  erected  the  present  commodious  structure 
in  which  the  affairs  of  the  concern  are  con- 
ducted, and  which  is  23x60  feet  in  dimensions. 
His  trade  in  the  sheet  iron  business  is  not  merely 
local,  but  extends  to  many  other  towns  and  lo- 
calities in  the  territory.  Among  his  possessions 
in  the  township  are  two  residences,  and  some 
property  in  other  towns. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Brown  and  Mary  Red 
was  solemnized  in  Mount  Vernon,  Mo.,  and  to 
this  couple  have  been  born  three  children,  Fred, 
Nellie,  and  Wilma.  A Democrat  in  politics  Mr. 
Brown  is  not  an  office-seeker.  Fraternally  he 
is  associated  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  He  is  a member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Tin  & Sheet  Iron  Workers. 


FATHER  GERMANUS,  O.  S.  B.  To  France 
more  than  to  any  other  Latin  country  it  has 
been  given  to  send  forth  into  the  world  of 
necessity  many  of  her  most  capable  and  devoted 
sons  of  the  church,  who,  in  the  midst  of  crude, 
but  ofttimes  enormously  promising  surround- 
ings, have  wielded  an  extended  influence  for 
good  in  the  moral  and  material  development. 
The  magnitude  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the 
adherents  of  the  most  powerful  religious  organ- 
ization in  the  world  is  inconceivable  from  anv 
point  of  view,  and  undoubtedly  has  its  founda- 
tion in  the  hearts  of  the  disciples  whose  faith,  no- 
bility and  self-sacrifice  have  found  no  countrv  too 
remote,  and  no  condition  too  austere  for  the  dis- 
semination of  a saving  light,  sifted  through  cen- 
turies of  unchanging  belief.  It  is  doubtful  if  this 
particular  corner  of  the  world  contains  a more 
sincere  advocate  of  truth  and  justice  than  is  em- 
bodied in  the  untiring-  efforts  of  Father  Gcrma- 
nus,  who,  as  pastor  of  the  Church  of  St.  Benedict, 
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at  Shawnee,  has  cause  to  rejoice  because  of  the 
appreciation  which  has  attended  his  labors. 

A native  of  Bligny  le  Carrcau,  Department  of 
Yonne,  France,  Father  Germanus  is  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Celine  (Masse)  Guillaime,  born  in 
Bligny.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  also  a na- 
tive of  the  same  department  and  was  a farmer 
during  the  years  of  his  activity.  His  son,  Jacob, 
followed  in  his  footsteps  as  regards  occupation, 
and  terminated  his  useful  life  at  the  age  of  fifty 
by  accidental  death.  The  family  is  an  old  and 
distinguished  one,  rrtid  its  members  have  been 
associated  with  some  of  the  most  illustrious 
events  of  French  history. 

In  the  family  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
attained  maturity,  Father  Germanus  is  the  only 
one  in  the  church,  and  the  only  one  who  has 
sought  the  larger  possibilities  of  America.  Up 
to  his  thirteenth  year  he  was  raised  on  a farm, 
at  which  time  he  entered  the  Pierre  Qui  Vire 
Monastery,  where  he  studied  from  1S73  until 
1880,  and  completed  the  classical  and  philosophi- 
cal course.  The  monastery,  in  the  meantime, 
had  been  transferred  to  Ireland,  at  Fox  Rock, 
near  Dublin,  and  here  he  continued  to  study  un- 
til 1882,  devoting  his  time  to  the  further  pursuit 
of  philosophy  and  to  theology.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  training  he  immediately  emigrated  to 
America,  and  settled  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Mis- 
sion in  Pottawatomie  county,  Okla.  At  the 
Mission  he  was  ordained  by  Bishop  Gallagher, 
of  Galveston,  Tex.,  and  was  sent  to  McAlester 
and  given  charge  of  the  Catholic  church  at  that 
place  for  a year.  While  there  he  also  adminis- 
tered to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  Miami,  Oua- 
paw  and  Seneca  tribes  of  Indians,  and  on  one 
day  had  seventy-five  baptisms,  all  adults.  In  the 
Osage  Nation  he  became  pastor  of  St.  John  Mis- 
sion for  two  years,  and  then  located  in  Guthrie, 
where  for  one  year  he  served  as  assistant  priest 
to  Father  Felix  de  Grass.  In  1890  Father  Ger- 
manus went  to  El  Reno,  and  for  two  years  was 
the  only  priest  on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  and 
was  in  charge  of  the  missions  at  Fort  Reno. 
Kingfisher,  Hennessey,  Camp  Supply  (which 
was  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  from  El  Reno). 
Anadarko,  Fort  Sill  and  Minco.  This  life  was 
full  of  deprivation  and  sacrifice  and  exposure  to 
the  mercy  of  the  elements,  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  was  necessarily  spent  in  the  saddle, 
in  buggies,  or  stage  coaches,  and  he  was  at  home 
only  for  three  or  four  days  during  the  month. 

Among  the  many  enterprising  and  ambitious 
undertakings  of  Father  Germanus  may  be  men- 
tioned the  erection  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Church 
at  El  Reno,  and  the  parsonage.  This  congrega- 
tion started  with  only  three  members,  who  lis- 
tened to  the  mass  under  the  swaying  trees,  in 
lieu  of  a roof  to  cover  their  heads.  From  an 
humble  beginning  has  grown  a large  following. 
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and  a noble  church  is  the  result  of  their  concen- 
trated efforts.  Among  the  many  other  churches 
founded  by  Father  Germanus  is  the  one  at 
Minco.  It  may  be  said  that  he  has  covered  the 
whole  of  southwest  Oklahoma  and  founded  alt 
of  the  churches  there.  By  correspondence  with 
Mother  Catherine  Drexel,  of  Philadelphia,  he 
secured  a priest  and  founded  St.  Patrick’s  Mis- 
sion Convent,  a school  for  the  Indian  Sisters  of 
St.  Francis. 

April  17,  1898,  when  Father  Felix  de  Grass 
was  appointed  abbot  of  the  Sticred  Heart,  Father 
Germanus  was  appointed  his  successor  as  pastor 
of  the  congregation  of  St.  Benedict,  at  Shawnee. 
Under  his  wise  and  capable  management  the 
congregation  has  more  than  doubled  in  num- 
bers, and  in  1900  was  begun  the  erection  of  the 
imposing  new  brick  church,  which  is  to  cost 
$60,000.  This  is  to  be  augmented  by  a parson- 
age, and  a school  on  the  other  corner  of  the 
block.  The  parochial  school  conducted  in  con- 
nection with  the  church  is  a fine  institution  of 
learning,  and  is  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy,  who  have  a convent  here,  and  who 
opened  a boarding  academy  in  connection  with 
St.  Benedict’s  school.  The  Church  of  St.  Ben- 
edict, which  has  been  of  such  vast  influence  in 
this  part  of  the  territory,  was  founded  by  Rev. 
Father  Felix  de  Grass  in  1896.  In  connection 
with  the  large  responsibility  incumbent  upon 
him  as  pastor  of  the  church  at  Shawnee,  Father 
Germanus  is  pastor  of  the  Church  of  St.  Theresa, 
at  Harrah,  Pottawatomie  county,  and  of  the 
Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Holy  Rosary,  at  Te- 
cumseh. 

The  pioneer  days  of  Oklahoma  are  irrevocably 
linked  with  the  exhaustless  and  lofty  ambitions 
of  Father  Germanus,  who,  like  so  many  of  his 
faith,  has  penetrated  a discouraging  field  and 
reaped  a harvest  which  finds  an  echo  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  countless  numbers. 


JUDGE  SAMUEL  C.  NASH.  Though  prac- 
tically retired  from  active  participation  in 
business  affairs,  Judge  Nash  has  extended 
a wide  influence  over  the  gradual  prosperity  of 
Parkland,  having  associated  himself  with  the 
town  when  it  was  yet  in  an  embryonic  state  of 
growth.  As  a merchant,  and  lawyer,  his  efforts 
have  ever  been  directed  toward  the  best  interests 
of  the  community,  and  his  judgment  and  opin- 
ions proverbially  carry  weight  and  conviction. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Nash  was  passed  in  Rich- 
mond, Ind.,  which  was  the  place  of  his  birth. 
His  parents,  Samuel  C.  and  Nancy  J.  (Gray) 
Nash,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  took  up  their  residence  in  the 
Hoosier  state.  Samuel  Nash,  the  elder,  had  two 
cousins,  Caleb  and  Enoch  Nash,  who  were  prom- 


inent men  in  their  localities  during  the  times  of 
the  Revolution,  one  having  been  a judge  and 
attorney  in  North  Carolina.  After  his  thirteenth 
year,  Samuel  Nash,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  (Madi- 
son county,  Ind.,  whither  his  father  had  in  the 
meantime  removed.  His  early  ambition  was 
turned  in  the  direction  of  educational  work,  for 
the  qualifying  of  which  he  diligently  applied 
himself  by  extra  study  at  home,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  began  to  teach  at  Maryville,  Mo. 
After  three  years  of  success  in  this  direction, 
he  embarked  upon  a mercantile  venture  at  Nod- 
away county,  and  continued  the  same  for  eleven 
years. 

In  the  pursuit  of  a later  resolve  Mr.  Nash  be- 
gan the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Nodaway  bar  in  1868.  He  subsequently  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  Missouri  and  Indiana, 
and  in  18S0  located  in  Jasper  county,  Mo.,  from 
which  place  he  came  to  Oklahoma. 

During  the  border  days  Judge  Nash  had  his 
share  of  vicissitudes  owing  to  trouble  with  des- 
peradoes and  Indians,  for  the  discipline  of  which 
he  raised  a company  for  home  guard,  and  was 
first  lieutenant  of  the  same.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  served  with  courage  and  distinction  as 
a member  of  Company  C,  Fourth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  famous 
march  to  the  sea.  During  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  he  was  assigned  to  duty  at  the  com- 
pany’s headquarters,  and  fought  at  the  last  battle 
of  the  Civil  war,  between  Sherman  and  Johnston, 
at  Goldsboro. 

Upon  identifying  himself  with  the  larger  pos- 
sibilities of  this  promising  country  of  Oklahoma, 
Judge  Nash  located  first  in  Lincoln  county,  near 
what  is  now  Parkland,  and  in  1894,  settled  on 
the  town  site.  From  the  first  he  practiced  law, 
and  has  since  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business.  Although  averse  to  personally  holding- 
public  office  of  any  kind,  he  is  active  in  all  the 
undertakings  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
unshaken  faith  in  its  principles  and  issues. 
Now,  on  the  eve  of  a well-earned  respite  from 
the  worries  of  mercantile  and  professional  life, 
he  is  contemplating  a peaceful  and  happy  ex- 
istence with  his  children,  in  Salem,  Ore. 

Mrs.  Nash  was  formerly  Levina  Gilliam,  of 
Andrew  county,  Mo.,  and  she  became  the  mother 
of  three  children,  viz.:  Alonzo  Lopez,  of  Salem, 
Ore.:  Lola  Montez,  the  wife  of  T.  N.  Cox;  and 
Ansel  McClellan,  of  Salem,  Ore. 


A A.  HAMMER,  the  popular  and  progres- 
. sive  manager  of  the  Long  Bell  Lumber 
Company  of  Pawnee,  was  born  in  Mc- 
Donough county.  Til.,  Julv  25,  1862.  The  Ham- 
mer family  is  of  German  extraction,  and  the  first 
members  to  come  to  America  settled  in  Pcnnsvl- 


— 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


vania,  and  identified  themselves  with  the  very 
carlv  pioneer  days  of  that  state.  Here  the  great- 
grandfather was  born,  Richard  by  name,  who 
became  a planter  in  Tennessee,  and  later  re- 
moved to  Monroe  county,  Ky.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  in  the  vicinity  of  Tomp- 
kinsville. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  James  E.  D.  Ham- 
mer, was,  like  his  father,  a farmer,  and  at  an 
earlv  day  removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  in 
McDonough  county,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  He  married  Nancy  Penning- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  a daughter 
of  Stewart  Pennington,  an  old  pioneer  of  Mc- 
Donough county,  after  whom  Pennington  Point 
was  named.  The  father  of  A.  A.  Hammer  was 
XV.  J.  Hammer,  who  was  born  at  Pennington 
Point,  McDonough  county.  Pie  came  west  in 
1871  and  located  in  Kansas,  near  the  Osage 
.Mission,  in  Crawford  county.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Beulah,  Crawford  county,  and  June 
6,  1900,  settled  in  Pawnee,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  His  wife,  Louisa  (Woolley)  Hammer, 
was  born  in  Ohio,  near  Dayton,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Louis  Woolley,  a native  of  New  Jersev, 
who  was  a butcher  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  later 
removed  to  McDonough  county,  111.  The  Wool- 
ley  family  is  of  Scotch  descent. 

Mr.  Hammer  was  the  oldest  in  a family  of 
three  children,  the  others  being  Nellie,  who  is 
a teacher  in  Ouray,  Colo.,  and  Bertha  J.,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  Warner,  of  Girard,  Ivans.  A.  A. 
Hammer  received  his  early  education  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Kans.,  and  was  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  In  1885  he  started  out  in  the 
world  for  himself  and  became  interested  in  the 
creamery  business  in  Beulah,  Ivans.,  and  in  1889 
started  in  the  lumber  business  with  the  Long- 
Bell  Lumber  Company,  at  Joplin,  Mo.  After 
working  for  a time  in  the  yards,  he  was  placed  on 
the  extra  or  relief  force,  and  in  this  capacitv 
served  for  three  years  in  the  different  yards  of 
southern  Kansas,  usually  staying  in  each  place 
tor  three  or  four  months.  He  came  with  the 
company  at  the  opening  of  the  territory,  in 
September  of  1893.  and  had  charge  of  one  of  the 
first  yards  in  Perry. 

In  June  of  1894  Mr.  Hammer  was  appointed 
manager  of  the  Iiunnewell,  Ivans.,  yard,  which 
he  sold  out  in  October  of  1894,  and  in  December 
of  the  same  year  he  was  made  manager  of  the 
Pawnee  yard,  which  position  he  has  since  cred- 
itably sustained.  He  is  by  far  the  oldest  lumber- 
man in  the  place,  and  has,  in  the  interest  of  the 
business,  built  good  buildings  and  sheds.  His 
success  has  enabled  him  to  erect  a substantial 
residence,  which  is  a credit  to  its  surroundings, 
and  he  is  commendably  interested  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  upbuilding  of  this  wonderfullv 
promising  town.  Mr.  Hammer  is  variously 
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associated  in  a fraternal  way,  and,  as  a Mason, 
is  a member  of  the  Pawnee  Lodge  No.  7;  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  No.  20;  and  St.  Johns  Com- 
mandery  No.  4,  at  Stillwater.  In  political  affilia- 
tion he  is  a Republican,  but  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker.  He  is  a member  of  the  lylissouri 
and  Kansas  Lumber  Dealers’  Association,  and 
is  a member  and  director  of  the  Commercial 
Club. 


T OHN  T.  SPEAKS.  Some  of  the  bes't  Revo- 
J lutionary  stock  of  the  Blue  Crass  state  is 
represented  in  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  came  to  Oklahoma  from  Missouri  in 
the  spring-  of  1893.  He  is  comfortably  located 
on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  33,  township 
18,  range  4 west,  Logan  county,  where  he  has  a 
good  house,  with  the  necessary  barns  and  out- 
buildings, together  with  orchards  and  a fine 
growing  vineyard.  His  family  consists  of  his  es- 
timable wife,  Mrs.  Sidney  (Bcllew)  Speaks,  and 
three  intelligent  sons,  William  Harvey,  Noble 
Jackson,  and  David  Horner.  A married  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Minerva  Horner,  lives  in  another  part 
of  the  township,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Bour- 
bon county,  Ky.,  June  iS,  1828,  and  is  the  son 
of  Hezekiah  and  Ann  (Garrett)  Speaks,  who 
were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  in  that  state  spent 
their  lives.  The  father  died  in  1833,  when  John 
T.  was  a small  lad.  Pie  had  been  a man  of  more 
than  ordinary  energy  and  activity.  Grandfather 
Garrett  and  his  wife,  whose  family  name  was 
Rush,  descended  from  prominent  Virginian  fam- 
ilies. Grandfather  Hezekiah  Speaks,  Sr.,  who 
emigrated  from  England  to  America  during  his 
early  manhood,  engaged  as  a soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  and,  in  common  with  the  devoted 
patriots  of  that  thrilling  period,  shared  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  incident  to  a prolonged  and 
bitter  conflict.  Pie  lived  to  enjoy  the  triumphs 
of  a dearly  bought  freedom,  and  became  promi- 
nent in  the  affairs  of  his  community. 

In  Clay  county.  Mo.,  John  T.  Speaks  became  a 
successful  farmer  and  stockman,  and  was  also  a 
breeder  of  fine  horses.  His  stock  became  popu- 
lar on  the  race  courses  of  his  own  and  other 
states,  'and  some  of  his  racers  sold  as  high  as 
$1,600.  He  was  first  married,  in  Bourbon 
county.  Ivy.,  to  Aliss  Minerva  Hinkston,  of  that 
state,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  Julv,  1849. 
One  child  was  born  to  them,  that  died  in  infancy. 
The  wife  died  in  March,  1874.  Subsequently 
Mr.  Speaks  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sidney  Bellew,  daughter  of  John  and  Cincinnati 
(Dunkerson)  Bellew,  who  moved  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Missouri,  where  they  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives  in  Clay  county,  dving  there 
when  quite  aged.  The  father  followed  farming. 
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Mr.  Speaks  obtained  his  education  in  what 
was  then  known  as  a subscription  school.  As 
may  be  supposed,  the  method  of  education  was 
far  different  from  that  of  the  present  day,  but 
the  experiences  of  his  .early  life  rounded  up  a 
reliable  character  and  fitted  him  for  what  was 
before  him.  He  left  Kentucky  in  1855,  migrat- 
ing to  Missouri  and  settling  in  Clay  county, 
where  he  resided  for  years.  Believing  that  this 
territory  presented  better  conditions  for  his 
prosperity  than  the  older  state,  he  removed  to 
Oklahoma  in  April,  1893.  Politically  he  has 
identified  himself  with  the  Populists.  His  wife 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  As  a farmer 
Mr.  Speaks  has  been  very  successful,  and  now 
owns  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Logan  county, 
consisting  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
valuable  land,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 


FRANK  CASTATOR,  agriculturist  and  cash- 
ier of  the  Parkland  State  Bank,  came  to 
Oklahoma  at  the  opening  of  the  Sac  and 
Fox  country,  September  22,  1891.  He  is  a son 
of  William  H.  Castator,  who  removed  from  In- 
diana to  Kansas,  preparatory  to  taking  up  land 
in  this  region  of  abundant  harvests  and  great 
possibilities.  W.  H.  Castator  made  the  run  into 
the  territory,  and  located  on  his  claim  on  section 
1,  township  16,  range  4,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
best  improved  farms  in  the  locality.  He  is 
prominent  in  all  of  the  important  undertakings 
in  the  community,  and  greatly  interested  in  the 
growth  of  the  surrounding  country.  He  has  a 
wide  political  influence,  and  as  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  two 
years. 

Frank  Castator  was  born  in  Dalton,  Ind., 
and  in  1S78  removed  to  Wichita,  I\ans.,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  As  soon  as  old  enough  to 
shoulder  responsibility,  he  assisted  his  father  in 
his  work  of  conducting  a general  merchandise 
store,  and  was  thus  engaged  until  the  family 
removed  to  Oklahoma.  Here  he  lived  on  the 
farm  until  1897,  when  he  became  a clerk  for  W. 
S.  Bishop  until  the  organization  of  the  Parkland 
State  Bank.  Mr.  Castator  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers and  stockholders  of  this  institution,  and 
was  elected  cashier  of  the  bank  from  the  first, 
entering  upon  his  duties  April  11,  1900.  Since 
that  time  he  has  devoted  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  to  the  business  of  the  bank,  which, 
under  the  present  capable  management,  has  at- 
tained to  a prominent  and  reliable  position 
among  the  banking  establishments  of  the  terri- 
tory. 

As  a relaxation  from  the  cares  and  responsi- 
bilities of  his  town  business,  Mr.  Castator  inter- 
ests himself  in  the  affairs  of  his  farm,  which  is 


located  three  and  a half  miles  from  Parkland, 
and  which  he  filed  upon  at  the  opening  of  the 
reservation.  From  a political  standpoint,  he  is 
interested  in  the  Republican  party.  He  repre- 
sents the  highest  type  of  young  business  men, 
and  from  such  is  the  prosperity  of  communities 
developed.  lie  has  many  sterling  qualities  of 
mind,  heart,  and  ability,  and  has  won  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  who  come  within  the  range 
of  his  genial  and  pleasing  personality. 

January  7,  1901,  Mr.  Castator  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louie  M.  McDonald,  a 
popular  young  lady  of  Parkland. 


THOMAS  L.  HOLMES  was  appointed 
assistant  postmaster  of  Ralston,  Pawnee 
county,  in  April,  1900,  atid  is  serving  in 
that  capacity  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  has  been  the  proprietor  of  a general  store 
here  for  about  seven  years,  and  is  well  known  as 
a man  of  strict  integrity.  In  all  his  dealings  with 
the  public,  he  is  courteous  and  anxious  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  his  customers,  treating  all  with 
impartiality  and  fairness,  which  traits  are  duly 
appreciated. 

Born  in  Jasper  county,  111.,  twenty-five  years 
ago,  our  subject  is  a son  of  J.  L.  and  Nellie 
(Breedlove)  Holmes,  who  were  natives  of  In- 
diana and  North  Carolina,  respectively.  In  1S72 
the  father  settled  in  Illinois,  and  there,  upon  a 
farm,  he  dwelt  for  about  six  years,  thence  going 
to  Cowley  county,  Ivans.,  where  he  was  a re- 
spected agriculturist  for  a number  of  years.  In 
1892  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Oklahoma 
and  located  a claim  near  Stillwater,  but  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  summoned  to  the  home  be- 
yond. His  widow  is  still  living,  her  home  being 
with  her  son,  J.  C,  and  younger  daughter,  Hat- 
tie, upon  a farm  about  half  a mile  west  of  Rals- 
ton. They  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Thomas  L.  Plolmes,  who  is  the  second  of  the 
parental  family  of  children,  was  fortunate  in  ob- 
taining a liberal  education,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  high  school.  Subsequentlv  he  became  a 
clerk  in  a store  at  Ralston,  and  in  1894,  a year 
later,  opened  a general  store  here,  of  his  own. 
He  is  meeting  with  success  which  he  truly 
merits.  He  is  unmarried,  as  are  his  sisters  and 
brother,  and  his  elder  sister,  Luella,  keeps  house 
for  him.  Like  all  of  the  family,  she  possesses  a 
good  education,  and.  in  accordance  with  her  own 
convictions,  she  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  brother  are  ardent 
workers  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
whose  policy  they  are  firm  believers.  Thev  are 
earnestly  interested  in  the  upbuilding  of  their 
community,  and  lovallv  perform  their  part  in 
the  work  of  progress.  Eight  years  ago,  Thomas 
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I,  Holmes  met  with  a great  misfortune,  as  his 
left  leg  was  so  badly  cut  by  his  corn-kmte  that 
amputation  was  necessitated,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  worn  an  artificial  limb.  Wide-spread 
sympathy  has  been  felt  for  him  by  his  numerous 
iriends,  and  he  has  borne  his  affliction  in  a man- 
ner which  commands  genuine  respect. 


I OHN  M.  HIGGINS.  One  of  the  first  to 
J recognize  the  possibilities  of  Blackwell,  Mr. 

Higgins  has  backed  up  his  faith  and  interest 
bv  engaging  in  a line  of  occupation  which,  owing 
to  its  successful  and  wise  management,  is  a credit 
to  the  town,  as  well  as  a source  of  remuneration 
to  himself.  As  evidence  of  the  latter  assertion 
may  be  mentioned  his  large  property  interests, 
which  are  the  direct  result  of  enterprise  and  the 
wise  investment  of  capital.  Aside  from  a com- 
fortable and  commodious  residence  he  is  the 
possessor  of  several  residence  lots  and  consid- 
erable rentable  property. 

Upon  first  coming  to  the  strip  Mr.  Higgins 
located  upon  a claim  five  and  a half  miles  north- 
west of  Blackwell,  upon  which  he  lived  for  two 
years,  and  which  he  improved  and  developed. 
After  moving  into  the  town  he  began  buying  up 
grain,  and,  to  facilitate  his  enterprise,  purchased 
the  Rounds  & Buck  elevator,  which  lie  removed 
to  the  Frisco  railroad  line.  A large  business 
has  been  built  up  and  about  three  thousand  bush- 
el-- of  wheat  handled  daily.  Mr.  Higgins  buvs, 
cleans  and  ships  wheat,  and,  as  a side  issue,  deals 
in  coal.  He  has  three  new  stations  on  the  Frisco 
extension  and  an  elevator  at  Lannaret  with  a 
capacity  of  five  thousand  bushels.  In  business 
he  has  met  with  gratifying  success,  and  each  year 
more  nearly  approaches  his  expectations. 

1 he  early  life  of  Air.  Higgins  was  spent  in 
Doniphan  county,  Kans.,  where  he  was  born  in 
i 8 by.  His  parents,  J.  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Hous- 
ton) Higgins,  were  natives,  respectively7,  of  Mis- 
-•'iiri  and  Indiana,  and  were  prominent  agri- 
culturists of  their  locality.  They  eventually 
removed  to  Sumner  county.  Kans.,  where  their 
son  John  yvas  reared  to  an  appreciation  of  the  dig- 
nity and  utility  of  a farmer's  life, and  where  he  re- 
ceived a good  education  in  the  public  schools 
A hen  old  enough  to  shoulder  responsibility  he 
accepted  a position  with  the  St.  Louis  & San 
| raneisco  Railroad  Company  as  their  agent  at 
Portland,  Kans.,  remaining  in  the  same  position 
;,,r  eight  years.  At  the  same  time  he  was  agent 
:"f  the  Wclls-Fargo  Express  Company.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  term  of  service  he  made  the 
r”n  with  the  army  of  others  of  like  mind  and  in- 
n nt.  since  which  his  fortunes  have  been  identified 
'-’■  uh  those  of  the  promising  city  of  Blackwell  and 
\ icinitv. 

In  politics  Mr.  Higgins  is  a Democrat,  but  has 


never  had  political  aspirations,  and,  in  fact,  is 
averse  to  office  of  any  kind.  He  was  married  in 
1894  to  Mollic  B.  Davis,  a daughter  of  W.  \V. 
Davis,  of  Blackwell.  Of  this  union  there  are- 
two  children,  Earl  and  Alaggie.  Too  much  credit 
cannot  be  given  Mr.  Higgins  for  his  ability  to 
take  advantage  of  the  small  opportunities  of  life 
or  for  the  rise  which  is  the  result  of  his  own 
unaided  efforts  and  persistent  attention  to  busi- 
ness. His  activities  are  public-spirited  and  large- 
hearted,  and  he  is  appreciated  for  his  many  ex- 
cellent qualities  of  mind  and  character.  He  is 
one  of  the  guarantors  of  the  Baptist  College. 


AMES  R.  MEANS.  Through  all  the  years 
of  his  active  and  useful  life  Mr.  Means  has 
been  identified  with  the  highest  moral,  in- 
tellectual, and  material  growth  of  the  localities 
in  which  he  has  elected  to  reside.  And  now. 
though  a sufferer  from  rheumatism,  and  some- 
what incapacitated  from  a physical  standpoint, 
he  is  still  the  brains  and  heart  and  attainment 
that  lead  the  way  in  all  matters  of  importance 
in  Parkland.  From  a couch  of  suffering  this 
man  of  luminous  ideas,  broad  humanitarian 
principles,  and  fearlessly  expressed  convictions 
as  to  right  and  wrong,  still  carries  on  a crusade 
against  injustice  and  intolerance,  intemperance 
and  political  trickery,  and  is  eagerly  sought  by 
the  best  element  in  the  town,  who  are  glad  to 
profit  by  his  mature  and  well  balanced  judgment. 
Thus  a unique  and  striking  personality  has  lived 
in  the  midst  of  the  prosperity  and  promise  of 
this  town  in  a great  territory,  and  with  unflinch- 
ing zeal  has  sought  to  ward  off  the  warring- 
elements  that  undermine  its  stability,  and  build 
up  future  woe. 

For  fifty  years  the  existence  of  Air.  Means  was 
practically  uneventful.  He  was  born  in  Lewis 
county,  Ky.,  in  1825,  and  is  a son  of  Robert 
Means,  a native  of  Virginia.  In  the  spring  of 
1S29  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  McLean 
county.  111.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
lived  on  a farm  in  that  county  for  over  fiftv 
years.  His  interests  were  on  a large  scale,  and 
his  work  included  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  In  February  of  1882  he  migrated  with 
his  family  to  Caldwell  county,  Mo.,  and  two 
years  later  bought  a farm  in  Kansas,  eleven 
miles  east  of  Concordia  on  the  Republican  river. 

In  the  spring  of  1892  Mr.  Means  came  to 
Oklahoma,  and  bought  a farm  on  Spring  creek, 
which  he  conducted  until  1893,  'vhen  he  removed 
to  Guthrie.  Soon  after  this,  at  the  opening  of 
the  Sac  and  Fox  reservations,  he  came  here 
and  located  on  the  claim  which  his  son  had  se- 
cured on  the  opening  day.  In  the  summer  of 
1804  1,c  organized  the  town-site  companv.  and 
surveyed  the  town  of  Parkland  on  his  farm,  tak- 
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ing  for  the  same  forty  acres  from  the  corner  of 
northeast  quarter  section  26.  Mr.  Means  took 
several  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Town  Site 
Company,  and  since  1895  has  been  the  treasurer 
of  the  company.  At  the  present  time  he  has  re- 
tired from  active  participation  in  business  affairs, 
although  he  still  does  a little  in  the  real-estate 
line,  and  also  in  the  loan  business. 

In  1844  Mr.  Means  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Nancy  M.  Stansbury,  a native  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, and  a daughter  of  Edward  Stansbury, 
who  was  a stanch  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  who  removed  to  Illinois  when  his 
daughter  was  eight  years  old.  and  where  he 
eventually  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Means  have 
been  born  four  children:  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
John  Pitts,  of  Oregon;  Sarah  M.  is  the  wife  of 
James  Barwick,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.;  M.  L.  is  a 
music  dealer  at  Sterling,  Kans.;  and  John  H.  is 
a farmer  in  Lincoln  county. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Means  volunteered 
for  service,  but,  having  a large  family  to  care  for, 
and  a large  farm  to  attend  to,  his  wife's  brother 
offered  to  take  his  place.  In  political  affiliation 
Mr.  Means  is  associated  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  been  a prominent  influence  for 
good  in  political  directions.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  McLean  county  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  sixteen  years,  and  was  supervisor 
of  his  township  for  several  terms.  Wherever 
he  has  lived  his  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion has  been  paramount,  and  he  has  ahvavs  been 
on  the  board  of  education,  and  usuallv  served 
■as  treasurer.  The  year  after  his  arrival  in  the 
territory  he  was  elected  on  the  school  board, 
and  his  counsel  and  advice  have  since  been  of 
great  and  lasting  benefit. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  few- 
stancher  adherents  than  Mr.  Means,  who  joined 
its  ranks,  and  identified  himself  with  its  chari- 
ties and  work  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  Within 
its  friendly  shelter  his  broad  Christian  character 
has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  much  good 
by  precept  and  example,  and  he  has  served  as 
trustee,  class-leader,  steward  and  superinten- 
dent of  the  Sunday  school.  Lor  over  half  a 
century  he  has  gencrouslv  contributed  time  and 
money  for  the  furthering-  of  everv  good  and 
noble  and  worthy  undertaking  that  has  seemed 
to  him  well  planned  and  of  possible  service  in 
its  mission  and  spirit.  For  thirty-six  wars  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  order. 


JOHN  GLYNN  has  been  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  Pawnee  countv  since  Mav, 
181)3,  •'it'd  in  virtue  of  that  fact,  as  well  as 
of  his  patriotism  during. the  Civil  war,  at  all 
times,  he  is  justly  entitled  to  a place  on  the  roll 
of  honor  of  his  community.  He  has  been  a 


hard-working,  upright  man  throughout  his 
career,  striving  to  do  his  entire  duty  to  God  and 
his  fellow-men,  and  he  is  never  mentioned,  save 
with  respect. 

The  birth  of  John  Glynn  occurred  in  County 
Kildare,  Ireland,  in  1833,  and  twenty  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  there.  1 1 is  father,  Andrew 
Glynn,  departed  this  life  in  1847,  an(I  in  I S53 
he  accompanied  his  mother,  Mrs.  Ann  Glynn,  to 
the  United  States,  and  settled  in  Mount  Vernon, 
Ohio.  She  survived  many  years,  dying  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1874.  Of  her  five  sons  and 
three  daughters  only  four  are  living,  namely: 
Owen,  Bridget,  Michael  and  John.  Owen,  who 
is  in  his  seventy-seventh  year,  and  who  has  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a mason,  is  now  living  retired 
in  Joplin,  Mo.  Michael,  a boilermaker,  and  for 
thirty  years  a citizen  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  now 
lives  in  the  state  of  Washington.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  an  Indiana  regiment  and 
was  made  lieutenant  of  his  company  for  meri- 
torious service.  At  the  time  of  Morgan’s  threat- 
ened raid  into  Ohio,  he  returned  home,  and 
there  received  a great  honor,  as  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  his  regiment,  thenceforth  acting 
as  its  colonel.  Bridget,  Mrs.  Kelly,  of  Conneils- 
ville,  Pa.,  is  a widow,  and  has  lost  three  of  her 
eight  children.  The  four  brothers  and  sisters  of 
our  subject  who  have  passed  away  are  Mary, 
Ann,  Patrick  and  Andrew.  The  last-mentioned 
brother  was  in  charge  of  the  navy  yards  at  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.,  in  1864,  and  later  went  to  Cuba, 
where  he  died.  He  left  two  children,  Michael 
and  Mary,  who  were  reared  to  maturity  by  our 
subject,  who  always  has  been  noted  for  his  genu- 
ine kindness  of  heart.  Both  of  the  children  be- 
came useful  citizens,  Michael  now  being  em- 
ployed as  a conductor  on  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Railroad,  with  his  headquarters  at  Coving- 
ton, Ivy.,  and  Mary  being  the  wife  of  a Mr. 
O'Conner,  of  New  Orleans. 

After  becoming  a resident  of  Mount  Vernon, 
John  Glynn,  of  this  sketch,  learned  the  trade  of 
a boiler-maker,  and  has  followed  that  calling 
until  a few  years  ago,  making  a good  livelihood. 
For  four  years  and  five  months  he  was  the  fore- 
man of  the  boiler-works  at  Covington,  Ivy.,  then 
served  in  a similar  capacity  in  the  shops  of  the 
Ohio  & Mississippi  Railroad,  at  St.  Louis,  for 
three  years;  after  which  he  was  the  foreman  of 
the  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati  & Lafayette  shops, 
in  Cincinnati,  for  two  years.  He  then  returned 
to  his  old  position  in  Covington,  but.  at  the  end 
of  a year  went  to  Houston,  Tex.,  where  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Texas  Central  Railroad 
Company,  from  Januarv,  1875.  I'1  1803  he  trav- 
eled in  Mexico  for  his  health.  He  then  carried 
out  a resolution  he  had  just  made,  and  came  to 
Oklahoma,  locating  a claim  at  Red  Rock  in 
Noble  county,  and  returning  to  Texas  to  get  a 
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car-load  of  lumber  for  buildings.  Upon  his  re- 
turn, he  found  a man  in  possession  of  his  claim, 
and  feeling  that  it  was  not  an  attractive  outlook 
to  think  of  passing  his  declining  years  in  law- 
suits and  trouble,  he  gave  up  the  matter,  and 
instead  located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion II,  township  23,  range  5,  east,  Pawnee 
county.  Here  he  lias  made  many  good  improve- 
ments, though  his  failing  health  has  been  a great 
drawback  to  him  in  all  of  his  undertakings. 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  Mr.  Glynn  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  was  in  active  service  for 
about  eighteen  months.  He  then  was  laid  low 
with  the  typhoid  fever,  and  was  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Jefferson  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  and  finally 
was  granted  an  honorable  discharge.  He  had 
taken  part  in  the  battles  of  Port  Donelson  and 
Shiloh  and  manv  skirmishes  of  more  or  less  im- 
portance. Indeed,  it  has  seemed  that  he  never 
has  entirely  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his 
army  life.  Of  late  years,  he  has  been  greatly- 
afflicted  with  the  asthma,  and  much  of  the  time 
is  confined  to  the  bed  or  to  the  house.  His 
nephew,  John  Kelly,  is  taking  care  of  the  invalid 
with  almost  filial  tenderness.  He  is  connected 
with  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in  his  political 
creed  has  been  a Democrat  since  casting  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Buchanan. 


JUDGE  ROBERT  J.  BASEL.  For  three 
J decades  or  more  Judge  Robert  J.  Basel  has 
occupied  public  positions  of  honor  and  re- 
sponsibility, and  has  acquitted  himself  of  the 
manifold  duties  devolving  upon  him  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  patriotic  fellow-citizens.  In  his 
daily  life  he  has  constantly  exemplified  the  high 
principles  of  Christianity  which,  for  fully  fifteen 
years,  he  advocated  from  the  pulpit,  and  which 
for  forty  years  have  governed  him  in  his  able 
career. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  fudge  Basel 
was  born  in  England,  and  his  own  father. 
Thomas  Basel,  was  either  a native  of  Marvland 
or  Ohio.  However,  at  an  early  day  in  the  history 
of  Ohio  he  was  living  in  that  state,  and  there 
married  one  of  her  native-born  daughters,  Jo- 
hanna Broil. 

Judge  R.  J.  Basel  was  born  in  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  in  1835,  and  passed  his  boyhood  chieflv 
in  Union  county,  that  state.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  married  Laner  Bowersmith.  who 
has  been  a faithful  helpmate,  sharing  his  jovs  and 
sorrows  ever  since.  Their  first  child  who  lived 
was  James  H.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Wisconsin.  Arthur,  the  second,  is  the  proprietor 
of  the  “Long  Branch”  herd  of  live  stock  of 
Payne  county,  Okla.;  and  M.  E.  is  a farmer  and 
teacher  of  Stillwater  township,  same  countv. 


Margaret  J.,  the  only  daughter,  is  living  with 
her  parents. 

His  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education 
were  not  of  the  best,  but  Judge  Basel,  by  private 
reading  and  study,  became  a well-informed  man. 
By  himself  he  commenced  reading  and  master- 
ing law,  and  is  well  grounded'  in  its  principles. 
In  i860  he  went  to  Illinois,  and  there  carried  on 
a farm  for  six  years,  subsequently  removing  to 
Douglas  county,  Ivans.,  and  three  years  later 
located  in  Osage  county,  same  state.  There  he 
won  the  high  esteem  of  the  public,  and  for 
twenty  years  he  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace. 
He  was -actively  associated  with  the  upbuilding 
of  that  county,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  cf 
the  People's  party  in  that  section,  also  being 
chosen  as  an  elector  of  the  Fourth  Congres- 
sional District. 

Nine  years  ago  the  Judge  came  to  Oklahoma 
and  bought  a relinquishment  on  the  quarter- 
section  of  land  in  the  northwestern  part  of  sec- 
tion 20,  township  19,  range  2 east.  Later,  desir- 
ing to  extend  the  boundaries  of  his  farm,  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the 
adjoining  tract  on  the  south.  Neatly  cared-for 
farm  buildings,  fences  and  a fine  orchard  cover- 
ing twelve  acres  are  among  the  attractive  fea- 
tures of  the  farm,  which  the  owner  is  continuallv 
improving.  Sixty  acres  of  the  place  are  in  rich 
bottom  land,  producing  excellent  crops  each  sea- 
son. 

Still  a prominent  factor  in  the  councils  of  the 
People’s  party.  Judge  Basel  became  its  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  judge  of  the  probate  courts 
of  Payne  county  in  1894,  and.  having  been  hon- 
ored by  election  to  that  position,  administered 
justice  with  impartiality  during  his  incumbency, 
a period  of  four  years.  For  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury he  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  joined  the  order  in  Osage  county, 
transferred,  and  is  now  a member  of  Frontier 
Lodge  No.  6,  of  Stillwater.  With  his  wife  and 
daughter,  he  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  all  working  earnestly  for  the  Master’s 
cause.  The  Judge  has  been  a member  of  this 
denomination  for  two-score  years,  and  has  been 
a circuit  minister  for  fifteen  vears. 


HON.  JESSE  C.  WAILS,  one  of  Norman's 
most  popular  and  influential  citizens,  who 
is  now  representing  his  district  in  ' the 
legislature,  was  born  on  the  25th  of  February. 
1S63,  near  Council  Bluffs.  Iowa,  and  on  the  pa- 
ternal side  is  of  Welsh  descent.  His  grand- 
father, William  Wails,  was  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  an  carlv  settler  of  Ohio.  The  birth  of 
the  father,  Thomas  Wails,  occurred  near  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  and  about  1849  he  removed  from  that 
state  to  Iowa,  becoming  one  of  its  pioneers,  lie 
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followed  farming  near  Conned  Bluffs  until  1865, 
when  he  removed  to  Bates  county,  Mo.  After  a 
long  time  there,  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Beaumont,  Kans.,  where  he  continues  to  reside. 
His  wife  died  at  that  place.  In  her  maidenhood 
she  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Lewis,  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Lewis,  who  was 
also  born  in  that  state  and  an  early  settler  of 
Ohio.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wails  eight  are  still  living,  Jesse  C.  being  the 
youngest  of  the  five  sons.  His  brothers  are 
George,  a carpenter  of  Norman,  Okla. ; William, 
a farmer  of  Pawnee  county;  John,  a resident  of 
W yoming;  and  Thomas,  now  in  the  Klondike. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Bates 
county,  Mo.,  and  accompanied  the  family  on 
their  removal  to  Beaumont,  Kans.  He  had 
public-school  advantages  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
was  married  in  Butler  county,  Kans..  in  1885, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Annie  M.  Van  Zant.  a native 
of  Indiana  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  James  Van 
Zant,  a physician  of  that  county,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Arkansas. 
By  this  union  have  been  born  six  children, 
namely:  Thomas  L.,  Jesse  W.,  Otto  J.,  Minnie 
F.,  Charles  Edgar  and  Theodore  G. 

For  some  time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Wails 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  near 
Beaumont,  Butler  county,  Kans.,  and  in  1887 
embarked  in  merchandising  at  that  place.  On 
the  22nd  of  July,  1889,  he  located  a claim  four 
miles  west  of  Norman,  Okla.,  on  the  South 
Canadian  river,  where  he  built  a house  and  made 
many  improvements,  devoting  his  time  and  en- 
ergies to  genera]  farming  and  stock-raising  there 
until  1897,  when  he  sold  the  place  and  removed 
to  Norman.  He  was  then  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  on  Main  street  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Barbour  & Wails  until  his  election  to  the  leg- 
islature, when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
enterprise.  He  purchased  a store  building  and 
has  improved  and  dealt  in  residence  property 
quite  extensively.  He  still  owns  several  places 
in  Norman  and  has  two  farms  in  Cleveland 
county,  all  of  which  property  has  been  acquired 
through  his  own  well-directed  efforts. 

Since  coming  to  this  territory  Air.  Wails  has 
taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  was  a member  of  the  first  school 
board  elected  in  Oklahoma.  He  assisted  in 
building  the  first  school  house  in  the  territorv, 
it  being  built  by  subscription.  In  1898  Mr. 
Wails  was  the  candidate  on  the  People’s  ticket 
for  representative  to  the  lower  house  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  was  elected  by  a plurality  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen.  He  became  an  influential 
member  of  the  fifth  general  assembly;  was  the 
minority  candidate  for  speaker  of  the  house:  and 
was  a member  of  the  committees  on  public 


lands,  education,  quarantine,  elections  and  legis- 
lative apportionments.  He  was  instrumental  in 
securing  the  passage  of  the  quarantine  bill,  but 
it  was  vetoed  by  the  governor;  but  the  pharmacy 
bill,  which  he  had  in  charge,  became  a law.  His 
public  service  was  most  exemplary,  and  his  pri- 
vate life  has  been  marked  by  the  utmost  fidelity 
to  duty.  He  is  an  elder  and  prominent  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  also  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 


THADDEUS  T.  ALEXANDER.  The  pa- 
ternal ancestry  of  the  Alexander  family  is 
traced  to  Scotland,  and  the  first  members 
to  come  to  America  settled  in  Virginia.  Fropi 
them  are  descended  this  branch  of  the  family. 
They  have  ever  been  industrious  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens,  and  have  devoted  the  greater  por- 
tion of  their  energies  to  the  peaceful  and 
dignified  pursuit  of  farming.  The  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Jerry  Alexander,  of 
Missouri,  and  the  mother,  formerly  Martha 
Hill,  were  born  in  the  same  state.  The  grand- 
fathers on  both  sides  were  natives  of  Kentucky. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  of  Irish  descent, 
and  served  with  courage  and  distinction  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Jerry  Alexander  is  still  living,  and 
is  a farmer  in  Boone  county,  Mo. 

When  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Thaddeus 
Theodore  Alexander,  having  received  excellent 
agricultural  advantages  under  his  father’s  able 
tuition,  and  being  of  an  independent  nature, 
bought  a farm  adjoining  that  of  his  father,  and 
began  to  earn  his  own  living.  There  he  married 
Ella  Biswell,  daughter  of  Shelton  and  Mary  Jane 
(Grigsby)  Biswell.  For  ten  years  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Alexander  tilled  his  farm  with  a fair 
measure  of  success,  but  at  the  opening  of  Okla- 
homa sold  the  place  and  settled  in  Mustang 
township,  Oklahoma  county,  where  he  located 
a claim  and  made  his  home  five  years.  Fie  sub- 
sequently sold  out  and  returned  to  Missouri, 
but  after  two  years  there  again  came  to  the  Okla- 
homa farm,  which  he  repurchased,  and  upon 
which  he  now  lives.  The  farm  is  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  19,  township  11  north,  range 
4 'west.  He  is  here  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  has  a splendid  farm,  with 
all  modern  improvements.  The  orchard  is  a 
profitable  and  pleasing,  source  of  revenue,  and 
lias  a variety  of  fruit-bearing  trees. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  have  been  born 
five  children:  Elmer  C..  Edna,  Claude,  Nina  and 
Malcomb  Moss.  Mr.  Alexander  is  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  fiever  been  an 
office  seeker.  He  is  a reliable  and  enterprising 
farmer  and  citizen,  and  much  interested  in  the 
general  upbuilding  of  his  township. 
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H(  )X.  J.  C.  FOSTER.  Among  the  lawyers 
of  Oklahoma,  the  name  of  Hon.‘J.  C.  Fos- 
ter is  pre-eminent.  Being  a man  of  the 
highest  public  and  personal  honor,  as  well  as 
much  learning,  good  judgment  and  sterling  hon- 
,.„tv,  his  fellow-citizens  elected  him  probate 
nidge,  and  in  the  fall  of  1900  he  was  elected  to 
the  territorial  Senate.  As  a citizen  he  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He 
j.isters  and  encourages  all  worthy  enterprises 
which  in  his  opinion  tend  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  his  community  and  territory.  He 
owns  considerable  property  . in  and  around  his 
adopted  city,  Guthrie,  and  his  farm,  which  con- 
-i-ts  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  is  one  of 
the  best  improved  in  Oklahoma.  He  is  a native 
of  Iowa,  his  birth  taking  place  in  Ottumwa, 
lime  33,  1847,  and  he  is  a son  of  Caleb  and 
grandson  of  William  Foster. 

The  Foster  family  is  of  English  parentage, 
and  William  Foster,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
w as  the  first  of  this  branch  of  the  . family  to  come 
to  the  United  States.  He  first  settled  in  St. 
John’s,  New  Brunswick,  but  from  there  later 
moved  to  Scio,  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  where 
lie  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death.  Caleb  Foster  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
Kngland,  in  1822,  and  accompanied  his  father  to 
1 (hit), there  continuing  to  reside  until  1846,  when 
he  entered  government  land  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 
There  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  after  several 
\ ears  he  moved  to  Ottumwa.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Melila  Picken,  who  was 
born  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Alpheus  Picken.  Her  father  was 
burn  in  the  north  of  Ireland  and  was  of  Scotch 
ancestry.  He  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents,  who  became  early  settlers  of  Scio,  Har- 
rison  county,  Ohio.  Our  subject's,  mother 
passed  from  this  life  in  1869.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foster  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living  to-day.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Foster  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  his  early 
vhooling  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools, 
but  before  he  had  completed  his  elementary 
training,  he  joined  the  forces  of  the  Union  army. 
He  enlisted  in  January,  1863.  in  Company  F, 
•scventh  Iowa  Infantry.  At  Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
his  company  was  mustered  into  the  Sixteenth 
\rmy  Corps,  under  General  Dodge,  who  had 
barge  of  the  transportation  and  the  guarding 
• t railroads,  until  the  Atlanta  campaign  began 
in  1864.  Mr.  Foster  was  before  Atlanta  when 
1 >encral  McPherson  was  killed.  July  22.  lie 
’""k  part  in  the  battle  at  Snake  Creek  Gap,  Re- 
■"'a.  Dallas,  Big  Shanty,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
h nesboro,  Lovejoy  Station,  Altoona,  and  many 
•’her  engagements.  His  division  marched  to 
* :u‘  sea,  then  went  through  Bentonville  and 
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Goldsborough  and  was  at  Durham  Stawin,  where 
the  Confederate  forces  surrendered.  Alter  that 
deadly  struggle  had  been  brought  to  a close,  he 
was  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
He  went  through  the  war  without  receiving  any 
injuries,  but  he  had  many  narrow  escapes,  as 
his  clothing  was  often  cut  by  bullets.  At  Kene- 
saw Mountain  he  was  sunstruck  and  at  another 
time  he  broke  his  arm.  He  was  mustered  out 
of  service  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  July  12,  1865. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Foster  entered  Oska- 
loosa College,  where  he  continued  two  years, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school;  in  1868  he  went  to  Oskaloosa,  Jef- 
ferson county,  Kaiis., where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  teaching  school  to  a certain  extent.  As 
it  had  always  been  his  intention  to  take  up  the 
study  of  law,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Keller 
& Johnson,  and  after,  a few  years  of  study,  in 
1873,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  at  once 
opened  an  office  in  Oskaloosa,  taking  as  his 
partner,  J.  B.  Johnson,  and  they  continued  therd 
together  until  Judge  Foster  was  elected  countv 
attorney  of  Jefferson  county,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  two  terms,  from  1875  to  1879.  In 
the  fall  of  1889,  he  located  temporarily  in  Guth- 
rie, but  after  a short  sojourn  removed  to  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  there  lie  established  a reputation 
as  one  of  the  leading  men  at  the  bar.  In  1893 
he  returned  to  Guthrie,  where  his  ability  as  a 
lawyer  soon  became  recognized,  and  each  year 
in  this  city  has  added  to  his  prominence.  I11 
1896  the  Republican  party  nominated  him  as 
probate  judge  of  Logan  county,  and  after  mak- 
ing a thorough  canvass,  he  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  votes.  He 
was  renominated  in  1898,  and  this  time  his  ma- 
jority was  increased  to  one  thousand  votes. 

Near  the  city,  along  the  Cimarron  river.  Judge 
Foster  owns  a half  section  of  land,  forming  one 
of  the  best  improved  farms  in  Oklahoma.  He 
takes  considerable  pride  in  raising  fine  stock  on 
his  farm,  but  the  most  of  his  land  is  put  in  seed. 
His  successful  career  lias  gained  him  a wide 
acquaintance  both  throughout  the  county  and 
the  territory,  and  he  enjoys  the  reputation  of  a 
conscientious  and  upright  citizen. 

In  Oskaloosa,  Ivans.,  Judge  Foster  married 
Aliss  Jennie  Johnson,  a native  of  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  She  was  a daughter  of  F.  M.  Johnson,  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Kansas,  and  a retired  banker 
of  Oskaloosa,  and  a sister  of  Judge  C.  F.  John- 
son of  Jefferson  county,  Ivans.  She  died  in 
Guthrie  May  21,  1900.  This  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Paul,  who  is  sergeant 
of  Company  D,  Fortieth  United  States  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  which  is  now  stationed  in  the  Phil- 
ippines. He  attended  St.  John’s  Military  School 
at  Salitia,  Ivans.,  and  the  Kansas  University. 
When  the  Spanish-Amcrican  war  broke  out  he 
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enlisted  as  a sergeant  in  the  First  Territory  Reg- 
ulars, but  after  the  war  was  over,  he  re-enlisted 
into  his  present  regiment.  Judge  Foster  became 
a Mason  at  Oskaloosa.  Kans.,  and  is  a member 
of  the  four  bodies  of  Consistory  at  Guthrie;  he 
also  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  and  Post  Xo.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Guthrie.  In  politics,  he  is  an  uncompromising 
Republican,  and  is  one  of  the  party’s  representa- 
tive men. 


ON.  JOHN  MORGAN  CANON.  From 
the  time  of  his  settlement  in  Oklahoma 
until  his  death  nine  years  afterward,  Air. 
Canon  was  closely  identified  with  the  history  of 
the  territory,  and  no  one  took  a deeper  interest 
than  he  in  its  progress  and  the  development  of 
its  material  resources.  As  he  took  an  important 
part  in  the  organization  of  the  territory,  his 
name  deserves  to  be  perpetuated  in  its  annals 
and  will  henceforth  be  associated  with  pioneer 
history. 

A native  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Mr.  Canon  in 
boyhood  learned  the  business  of  manufacturing 
wagons  and  carriages  under  his  father,  John 
Canon,  and  at  the  Studebaker  factory  in  South 
Bend,  Ind.  In  1854  he  became  a pioneer  settler 
of  Brown  county.  Kans.,  but  soon  returned  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  for  a few 
years.  During  the  Civil  war  he  acted  as  provost 
marshal:  On  again  coming  to  the  west,  he  set- 

tled in  Jacksonville,  III.,  but  soon  removed  to 
the  vicinity  of  Forest  City,  Mo.,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  business  for  a number  of 
years.  From  Forest  City  he  moved  to  Brown 
county,  Kans.,  and  his  next  important  enter- 
prise was  the  management  of  a mercantile 
establishment  in  Craig,  Mo.,  after  which  he  re- 
sumed farm  pursuits. 

From  Missouri  Air.  Canon  moved  to  Kansas, 
this  time  settling  for  the  second  time  in  Brown 
county,  fourteen  miles  from  Hiawatha.  In  1882, 
as  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Kansas  legislature,  a position  that 
he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents.  In  1SS4  he  removed 
to  a farm  in  Riley  county,  Kans.,  where  he  spent 
two  years.  During  November,  1886.  he  pre-. 
empted  a quarter  section  of  land  in  Comanche 
county,  Kans.,  and  spent  several  years  on  that 
place,  meantime  again  serving  as  a member  of 
the  Kansas  legislature,  where  his  service  was  as 
creditable  to  himself  as  when  the  representative 
from  Brown  county. 

At  the  time  of  the  opening  of  Oklahoma, 
April  22,  1889,  Mr.  C'  anon  was  one  of  the  many 
thousands  of  men  who  made  the  race  across  the 
line  into  the  territory.  He  secured  a claim  in 
Kingfisher  county,  but  after  holding  it  for  a few 


days,  gave  it  up  and  settled  in  Frisco,  Okla. 
There  he  became  president  of  the  first  city  coun- 
cil, and  was  one  of  the  most  active  workers  in 
the  campaign  as  to  whether  El  Reno  or  Frisco 
should  be  selected  for  the  county  seat.  For  a 
time  he  served  as  deputy  postmaster  of  Frisco, 
and  later  was  made  postmaster,  but  resigned 
the  office  in  order  to  accept  the  position  of  coun- 
cillor in  the  second  assembly  of  Oklahoma,  to 
which  he  has  been  elected  by  the  people.  When 
the  assembly  adjourned,  he  returned  to  agricul- 
tural labors.  In  the  fall  of  1894  he  was  elected 
county  sheriff,  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Again, 
in  1S96,  he  was  elected  to  that  office  by  a large 
majority.  This  responsible  position  he  filled 
from  January  1,  1895,  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred August  27,  1898. 

In  1891  Mr.  Canon  received  from  Governor 
Steele  an  appointment  as  president  of  the  first 
board  of  regents  of  the  University  of  Oklahoma, 
and  it  is  most  fitting  that  his  name  should  be 
as  indelibly  engraved  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
of  this  territory  as  it  is  in  the  records  and  upon 
the  cornerstone  of  the  beautiful  university  build- 
ing. He  always  endeavored  to  promote  the  per- 
manent interests  of  Oklahoma,  and  was  particu- 
larly interested  in  the  progress  of  his  county, 
thereby  justly  meriting  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  was  held.  Fraternally,  he  was  a Mason,  and 
in  religion  affiliated  with  the  Congregational 
Church. 

It  was  after  his  return  to  Pennsylvania  from 
his  first  trip  to  Brown  county,  Ivans.,  that  Mr. 
Canon  married  Sarah  E.  Darby,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio,  but  grew  to  womanhood  in  Uniontown, 
Pa.  She  is  still  living  in  El  Reno,  which  also  is 
the  home  of  her  children,  Presley  C.,  Ruby  A. 
and  Hugh  R.  The  elder  son,  Presley  C.,  was 
appointed  by  the  commissioners  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy in  the  office  of  sheriff  caused  by  his  fath- 
er's death.  The  family  stands  high  in  El  Reno, 
having  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  best  people 
of  the  city  and  retaining  the  regard  of  intimate 
friends  and  associates. 


HEIGH  R.  CAATON\  One  noticeable  feature 
of  life  in  Oklahoma  is  the  large  number 
of  young  men  who  are  prominent  in  busi- 
ness and  professional  circles,  and  among  these 
mention  should  be  made  of  Mr.  Canon,  of  El 
Reno,  an  enterprising  and  progressive  mer- 
chant, and  a citizen  whose  public  spirit  cannot 
be  questioned.  Movements  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city  receive  his  co-operation  and  active  sup- 
port. In  April,  1899,  he  was  chosen  to  occupy 
the  responsible  position  of  school  treasurer,  and 
has  since  acted  in  this  capacitv  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  public. 

Air.  Canon  was  born  in  Forest  City,  Mo.,  in 
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( )ctober,  1876.  His  boyhood  was  passed  prin- 
cipally in  Kansas.  Until  lie  was  eight  years  of 
age  he  resided  in  Brown  county,  and  then,  for 
two  vears,  his  home  was  in  Riley  county,  after 
which  he  went  with  the  family,  in  an  overland 
trip,  to  Comanche  county.  He  accompanied 
the  family  to  Frisco,  Okla.,  where  he  received 
good  educational  advantages.  In  September, 
1894,  he  entered  the  University  of  Oklahoma, 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  for  two  years. 
In  1896  he  took  a position  as  clerk  in  a dry- 
goods  store,  but,  after  giving  his  attention  to 
that  business  for  six  months,  returned  to  his 
studies,  being  for  a period  a pupil  in  the  El 
Reno  high  school. 

May  10,  1897,  Mr.  Canon  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  a clerical  position  in  the  Citizens’  State 
Bank  of  El  Reno.  He  continued  to  act  in  the 
capacity  of  a bookkeeper  there  until  January  1, 
1900,  when  he  tendered  his  resignation  in  order 
that  he  might  embark  upon  an  independent  en- 
terprise. Buying  out  Mr.  Menger's  shoe  store, 
he  energetically  set  about  the  task  of  supplying 
the  public  with  high-grade  goods  in  his  line,  and 
is  meeting  with  gratifying  success.  Having 
been  identified  with  the  boot  and  shoe  business 
since  his  boyhood,  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
all  of  its  details.  His  well-equipped  store  on 
the  corner  of  Rock  Island  avenue  and  Russell 
street  speaks  of  the  excellent  judgment  of  the 
proprietor.  Reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Repub- 
lican part}',  he  is  a stanch  adherent  to  its  prin- 
ciples and  is  as  devoted  to  the  success  of  his 
party  as  he  is  to  the  progress  of  his  home  city. 


JOSEPH  L.  CARON,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Banner  township,  Kingfisher  county,  is  a 
native  of  Canada,  his  birth  having  occurred 
near  Montreal,  in  i860.  He  is  of  French  extrac- 
tion, and  for  four  generations  his  family  lived  in 
Canada.  Some  of  them  took  part  in  the  Can- 
adian revolution,  but  for  the  most  part  they  have 
led  quiet,  peaceful  lives,  leaving  to  others  the 
conflict  and  strife  of  politics  and  warfare. 

1 1 is  father,  Joseph,  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  and  in  his  early  manhood  he  qualified 
himself  as  a mechanic.  Moving  to  Michigan  in 
>866,  he  followed  his  trade  at  Saginaw  for  about 
nine  years,  and  then  went  to  Pratt  county, 
kans.,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. For  some  years  he  operated  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  raised  large 
crops  of  grain,  also  keeping  considerable  live 
stock.  He  now  resides  in  the  vicinity  of  Gar- 
her,  Garfield  county,  Okla.,  and  is  a much  re- 
spected  citizen  of  that  community.  His  wife  was 
■Biss  Philmena  Doe  in  her  girlhood,  and  of  the 
eleven  children  born  to  them  all  but  one  sur- 
vive. With  the  exception  of  David,  who  lives 


in  Montana,  the  sons  are  farmers  of  this  terri- 
tory, Albert  being  located  at  Osage,  Frank  near 
Garber,  and  John  in  Kingfisher  county.  Louisa 
is  the  wife  of  Moses  Thyfault.  Rose,  wife  of 
Napoleon  Rabeau,  and  Della,  Mrs.  Wilfred  La- 
lone,  dwell  in  Canada.  Emma  and  Mary  are  yet 
with  their  parents  on  the  homestead  near  Gar- 
ber. 

Though  he  was  only  six  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  removal  from  Canada,  his  native 
place,  the  memories  of  our  subject’s  early  years 
were  so  pleasant  that  he  visited  the  familiar 
scenes  again  in  1894,  while  making  a trip  to  the 
east.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  Michigan  and  Kansas,  and  ere  he 
reached  maturity  he  had  become  a practical 
agriculturist.  In  1877  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Kansas,  and  five  years  later  took  up  a 
claim  in  Pratt  county.  Improving  the  same,  he 
engaged  in  its  cultivation  for  three  years,  then 
locating  upon  another  farm. 

It  was  not  until  February,  1891,  that  Mr. 
Caron  left  Pratt  county,  Ivans.,  where  he  had 
met  with  fair  success  in  a business  way.  Then, 
coming  to  Oklahoma,  he  purchased  a quarter 
section  of  section  33,  Banner  township,  and  for 
several  months  his  family  lived  in  a small  house, 
12x14  Ret  in  dimensions.  Within  the  first  year, 
however,  he  erected  his  present  convenient  resi- 
dence, and  from  time  to  time  made  other  im- 
provements about  the  premises.  In  the  fall  of 
1900  he  erected  a large  barn,  40x44  feet,  with 
twelve-foot  posts  and  with  room  for  thirty  head 
of  stock.  Having  reduced  his  land  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  garnered  several  abun- 
dant harvests,  he  was  enabled,  in  1895,  to  buy 
another  quarter  section  of  land,  this  property 
being  situated  in  section  3,  Grant  township.  In 
January,  1900,  he  bought  the  quarter  section  ad- 
joining his  homestead,  and  cultivates  his  entire 
property,  devoting  about  two  hundred  acres  to 
wheat.  He  also  is  successful  in  the  live  stock 
business,  and  raises  a good  grade  of  short-horn 
cattle,  horses  and  mules.  His  well-kept  orchard 
is  now  productive,  and  the  four  hundred  fruit 
trees,  of  different  varieties,  and  a thriving  vine- 
yard, add  considerably  to  the  owner’s  income. 
Pic  owns  his  own  threshing  machine,  so  he  is 
able  to  thresh  his  grain  without  waiting  on 
others. 

Mr.  Caron  is  a stockholder  in  the  Farmers' 
Grain  Elevator  Company,  of  Kingfisher,  and  is 
a member  of  Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  4,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  Politically  he  supports  the  platform  of  the 
Populist  party,  and  in  1896  was  a delegate  to  the 
county  convention.  For  two  years  he  served  as 
the  treasurer  of  Banner  township,  and  for  five 
years,  while  he  was  a director  of  the  school 
board,  he  acted  as  treasurer  of  that  bodv. 

February  28,  1S88,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
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Mr.  Caron  and  Emma  B.  Jones,  daughter  of 
Jackson  Jones,  a leading  farmer  and  active  Re- 
publican of  Tipton  county,  Ind.  Two  of  Mrs. 
Caron’s  brothers,  George  W.  and  John  E.,  were 
soldiers  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
The  former  now  resides  in  Pratt  county,  Kans., 
and  the  latter  is  deceased.  Mary  Alice,  elder 
daughter  of  our  subject  and  wife,  was  born  in 
Pratt  county  in  1889,  and  the  younger,  Clara 
Marie,  was  born  in  this  township  in  1898.  In 
1893  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caron  attended  the  World’s 
Fair,  in  Chicago,  and  before  returning  to  Okla- 
homa Mrs.  Caron  visited  for  two  months  at  her 
old  Indiana  home. 


MATHIAS  CARNAHAN,  a prosperous  and 
successful  farmer  residing  on  the  north- 
cast  quarter  of  section  6,  El  Reno  town- 
ship, Canadian  county,  Okla.,  is  a native  of 
Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  and  a son  of  David  Car- 
nahan, who  was  "born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
same  state,  while  the  grandfather,  James  Carna- 
han, was  a native  of  Ireland  and  an  early  settler 
of  Pennsylvania.  About  1855  the  father,  who 
was  a farmer  and  mason  by  occupation,  moved 
to  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1864. 
He  was  a Presbyterian  in  religious  belief.  He 
married  Sarah  Ringle,  also  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  a daughter  of  John  Ringle,  a pioneer 
of  that  state.  By  this  union  eleven  children  were 
born,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely: 
James,  a resident  of  Chicago,  111.;  Mathias,  our 
subject;  William,  a resident  of  Wisconsin; 
David,  of  Iowa;  Robert,  of  Colorado;  and  Ellen, 
wife  of  Harvey  Lair,  of  Bremen,  Ind. 

Our  subject  was  only  ten  years  old  when,  with 
his  parents,  he  removed  to  Jackson  county, 
Iowa,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  remained 
at  home  until  1865,  when  he  moved  to  Indiana, 
where  he  was  married,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Elsie 
Crumpacker,  a daughter  of  John  Crumpacker, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  namely: 
Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Lassen;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Cheyenne  county;  Albert;  Marion  Ida, 
deceased;  Edwena;  Ella;  Emily,  and  Lena. 

Mr.  Carnahan  continued  his  residence  in  In- 
diana until  1877,  when  he  removed  to  Nuckolls 
county,  Neb.,  and  later  made  his  home  in  Sew- 
ard and  Butler  counties,  same  state.  Selling  his 
interests  in  Butler  county,  in  1893,  came  to 
Cheyenne  county,  Okla.,  locating  five  miles 
vsouthwest  of  the  city  of  El  Reno.  He  bought 
two  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres  of  raw  land 
on  section  21,  El  Reno  township.  Canadian 
county,  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  which 
he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  he  also  took  up  a homestead  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  the  vicinity,  and  this  he  also 


has  improved.  In  1895  he  bought  his  present 
farm  east  of  El  Reno,  which  he  has  since  greatly 
improved  by  the  erection  of  a good  frame  resi- 
dence and  substantial  outbuildings.  He  also  has 
good  wells  operated  by  wind  pumps,  and  is  well 
equipped  to  irrigate  his  land.  Though  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming,  his  specialty 
is  the  raising  of  potatoes,  five  hundred  bushels  a 
year  being  his  average  crop.  He  has  owned  and 
operated  several  threshing  machines,  and  for 
twenty-eight  seasons  engaged  in  threshing 
throughout  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Oklahoma. 
Bringing  his  outfit  with  him  from  Nebraska  to 
Canadian  county,  Okla.,  and  having  the  only 
one  in  the  locality  at  that  time,  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  its  operation.  He  raises  considerable 
fruit,  having  a fine  orchard  upon  his  place.  Mr. 
Carnahan  has  prospered  through  his  own  un- 
aided efforts,  being  enterprising,  energetic  and 
industrious,  and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  three 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  farming 
land  besides  property  in  the  city  of  El  Reno. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a Populist. 


EORGE  W.  EBERSOLE,  one  of  the  men 
o who  fought  so  bravely  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  and  a- 
prominent  farmer  of  Canadian  county,  his  home 
being  on  section  34,  El  Reno  township,  was 
born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio.  His  father,  Jacob 
Ebersole,  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  state,  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  in  his  community. 
He  also  was  one  of  the  pillars  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  several  years.  The  grand- 
father, John  Ebersole,  was  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  an  early  settler  of  Ohio,  where  in  the 
midst  of  the  forest  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
large  tract  of  land.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  one  hundred  and  one  years  upon  the  farm 
which  he  had  entered  from  the  government.  Pie 
also  entered  land  in  Iowa.  The  Ebersole  family 
was  founded  in  America  by  four  brothers,  na- 
tives of  Germany,  who  located  here  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Our  subject's  mother,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Harriet  Worthington, 
was  a native  of  Virginia  and  belonged  to  quite 
a prominent  family  of  that  state.  In  early  life 
she  removed  with  her  parents  to  Ohio.  She 
was  a very  active  and  influential  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  served  as  a 
local  preacher.  Her  children  were  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Stevens;  George  W.,  our  subject;  John, 
who  was  living  in  Dakota  when  last  heard  from, 
and  Sheridan,  of  Independence,  Kans. 

George  W.  Ebersole  was  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  upon  the  home  farm,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  common  schools.  Prompted 
bv  a spirit  of  patriotism  lie  enlisted  in  Company 


. 


J.  G.  SHROCK 
Okarche. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


($i  89 


A,  Twentieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which 
was  assigned  to  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Di- 
vision, Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  The  first  im- 
portant  battle  in  which  he  participated  was  that 
of  port  Donelson  and  was  followed  by  the  bat- 
tles of  Shiloh,  Vicksburg,  Raymond  and  Cham- 
pion Hill.  At  Vicksburg  he  lost  his  hearing 
from  the  concussion  of  a shell,  and  has  never 
fully  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  same, 
while  during  the  Atlanta  campaign  he  was 
wounded  July  22,  1864,  and  was  confined  in  a 
hospital  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  for  six  weeks,  rejoin- 
ing his  regiment  at  Atlanta  in  time  to  take  part 
in  Sherman’s  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  He 
also  took  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  was.  discharged  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  July  15,  1865.  He  has  just  cause  to  be 
proud  of  his  army  record,  for  his  company  was 
never  defeated  and  never  known  to  retreat,  al- 
though it  entered  the  service  with  one  hundred 
and  twelve  men  and  had  only  sixteen  when  mus- 
tered out.  Mr.  Ebersole  received  a medal  for 
veteran  service  from  the  state  of  Ohio. 

In  1866  Mr.  Ebersole  married  Miss  Sarah 
Welsch,  also  a native  of  Ohio,  and  a daughter 
of  Nathan  Welsch,  a prominent  attorney  of 
Mount  Vernon,  that  state,  who  died  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-eight  years.  They  have  an  adopted 
son,  William  Keffer,  who  was  reared  by  them 
from  the  age  of  six  months  and  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming  in  El  Reno  town- 
ship, Canadian  county,  Okla.  He  married  Wil- 
helmina  Roe  and  has  one  child,  Rowland. 

In  the  spring  of  1866,  Air.  Ebersole  moved 
from  his  native  state  to  Tama  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  lived  on  his  grandfather’s  farm  three 
years.  The  following  three  years  were  spent  in 
Adams  county,  same  state,  and  in  1872  he  re- 
moved to  Barber  county,  Kans.  His  wife  being 
the  first  white  woman  to  locate  in  the  county, 
on  that  account  she  was  given  a lot  in  Medicine 
Lodge.  There  our  subject  owned  and  success- 
fully operated  a ranch  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  he  improved  from  wild  prairie,  and 
in  connection  with  general  farming  engaged  in 
cattle  raising,  but  during  the  water  spout  on 
Medicine  river  in  1885,  he  lost  $6,oco  worth  of 
property  in  one  hour,  thus  being  left  without 
house  or  home.  In  18S7  he  started  for  Beaver 
county,  Okla.,  with  one  horse  and  $2  in  money, 
but  being  unsuccessful  in  that  locality,  when 
this  section  was  opened  for  settlement,  April  22, 
1889,  be  became  one  of  the  homesteaders  and 
located  upon  his  present  farm  on  the  following 
day.  He  filed  his  claim,  but  it  was  contested 
for  three  years  before  he  received  the  deed. 
Here  Mr.  Ebersole  began  life  in  a dug-out,  but 
in  1892  built  a good  frame  house,  has  planted 
an  orchard,  set  out  a small  vineyard,  and  placed 
fifty  acres  of  his  land  under  a high  state  of  cul- 


tivation. He  has  won  quite  a reputation  as  a 
market  gardener  and  his  products  command 
the  highest  prices  and  arc  eagerly  sought  by 
the  people  of  El  Reno.  He  raises  all  kinds  of 
vegetables  and  watermelons. 

In  his  labors  Mr.  Ebersole  has  always  been 
ably  assisted  by  his  estimable  wife,  who  has  in- 
deed proved  a true  helpmeet  to  him.  He  is  a 
member  of  El  Reno  Post  No.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
is  a Republican  in  politics.  While  a resident  of 
Barber  county,  Kans.,  lie  served  as  coroner  for 
two  years. 


JG.  SHROCK  is  a pushing  and  energetic 
# dealer  in  general  merchandise  at  Okarche, 
and  though  still  a young  man,  possesses 
in  a marked  degree  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Hickory 
county,  Mo.,  in  1869,  and  has  had  a more  varied 
and  extensive  experience  than  usually  belongs 
to  his  years. 

J.  J.  Shrock,  the  father  of  the  Okarche  mer- 
chant, is  now  living  at  Lafayette,  Ind.,  near 
which  city  he  has  farming  interests.  He  has 
carried  on  a milling  business  for  many  years, 
and  stands  well  among  the  business  men  of  his 
section.  The  Shrock  family  came  from  Switzer- 
land nearly  two  hundred  years  ago  and  settled 
in  Pennsylvania  near  the  present  city  of  Johns- 
town. They  have  always  been  honest  and  hard- 
working people,  and  many  of  them  have  occu- 
pied important  positions.  Rachel  (Hirshberger) 
Shrock,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  article, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  is  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  two  of  whom  are  now  residing  in  Okla- 
homa. Mr.  Shrock  has  a brother  working  for 
him  in  the  store.  A sister,  Mrs.  David,  who  is 
now  doing  missionary  work  in  the  territory, 
expects  very  shortly  with  her  husband  to  take 
a charge  in  Syria. 

J.  G.  Shrock  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
Indiana  home,  and  enjoyed  the  usual  common- 
school  advantages.  At  an  early  age  he  applied 
himself  to  trade  and  became  a carpenter.  He 
was  a very  successful  workman,  and  was 
engaged  in  this  line  for  several  years.  In  1895 
he  made  a brief  visit  to  Okarche,  but  did  not 
locate  here  permanently  at  that  time.  He  spent 
a year  more  in  Indiana  and  came  back  to 
Okarche  in  1897  to  open  up  a furniture  and 
undertaking  establishment  which,  under  his  fos- 
tering care,  became  at  once  a pronounced  suc- 
cess. The  next  year  he  added  a full  stock  of 
general  merchandise,  dry  goods,  groceries  and 
similar  goods,  and  now  carries  a fine  stock, 
aggregating  in  value  more  than  $8,000.  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1900,  he  moved  into  the  new  Thomp- 
son building.  It  has  more  than  three  thousand 
feel  of  flooring,  and  with  good  light  and  ventila- 
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tion  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  stores  in  the 
place. 

In  1896  Mr.  Shrock  and  Miss  Amelia  E.  Litt- 
weller  were  united  in  marriage.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Littweller  of  Okarche,  and  is  a 
worthy  helpmate  to  her  husband.  They  have  a 
pleasant  home,  and  their  future  is  bright.  Mr. 
Shrock  has  made  rapid  progress  in  his  business 
and  exhibits  those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
that  make  for  success  in  any  calling. 


ALONZO  A.  COSBY.  No  county  official 
has  greater  responsibilities  devolving  upon 
him  than  Mr.  Cosby,  who  is  sheriff  of  Can- 
adian county,  and  no  one  is  more  worthy  of  the 
trust  placed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
was  born  July  3,  1869,  in  LeSeuer  county,  Minn., 
a son  Of  Eli  Cosby,  and  a grandson  of  Benjamin 
Cosby,  both  natives  of  Jefferson  county,  Ind. 
The  family  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  on  coming 
to  America  settled  in  Virginia,  where  Richard 
Cosby,  the  great-grandfather  of  Alonzo  A.,  was 
born  and  reared,  although  he  afterwards  became 
a pioneer  of  Jefferson  county,  Ind.  Benjamin 
Cosby  removed  from  Indiana  to  Minnesota  in 
1856,  locating  in  Dakota  county,  where  he  took 
up  land,  on  which  he  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing until  his  death.  He  participated  in  the  In- 
dian wars  of  1862,  fighting  against  the  Sioux 
in  one  severe  battle. 

Eli  Cosby  was  born  in  1846,  and  was  a boy 
of  but  ten  years  when  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Minnesota,  where  he  assisted  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  home  farm  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age.  August  15,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry, 
which  guarded  the  Indian  reservations  of  Min- 
nesota for  a year.  In  1863  he  went  with  his 
regiment  to  the  front,  joining  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  taking  part  in  the  engagements 
at  Tupelo,  Nashville,  Mobile,  Spanish  Fort  and 
Blakeley  Fort,  remaining  in  the  south  until  Au- 
gust, 1865,  when  he  was  discharged  from  the 
service.  Returning  to  LeSeuer  county,  Minn., 
he  there  engaged  in  farming  and  milling  for 
a while,  but  subsequently  transferred  his  opera- 
tions to  Winsted,  McLeod  county,  where  he  re- 
sided until  1893.  Coming  then  to  Canadian 
county,  ( ) k 1 a . . he  carried  on  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  1899,  when,  having  been  appointed 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  I'll  Reno.  He  is  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  a member  of  the  El  Reno  Post,  G. 
A.  R.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jemima  West,  was  born  in  Jennings  county. 
Ind.,  a daughter  of  Israel  West,  who  removed 
from  his  early  home  in  Kentucky  to  Indiana, 
thence  to  Illinois,  where  he  enlisted  in  an  Illinois 
regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  serving  several 


months  in  the  army.  She  died  in  March,  1879, 
in  Minnesota,  leaving  three  children,  namely:- 
Alonzo  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Eva,  now 
Mrs.  Roush,  residing  in  El  Reno;  and  Estella, 
also  of  El  Reno.  His  second  wife,  Emma  L. 
Carty,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  of  their  union  three 
children  were  born,  Annie,  Charles,  and  Martha. 

Alonzo  A.  Cosby  received  a practical  com- 
mon-school education  in  Minnesota,  and  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  began  the  battle  of  life  on 
his  own  account,  working  as  a clerk  in  various 
cities,  chiefly  in  Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Missouri. 
Coming  to  Oklahoma  in  the  fall  of  1889,  he 
located  a claim  in  the  northwestern  quarter  of 
section  23,  township  13,  range  6 west,  on  which 
he  put  up  a residence  and  commenced  life  as  a 
farmer,  engaging  principally  in  stock  raising. 
Subsequently  selling  his  first  claim,  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  bottom  land 
in  section  5,  township  12,  range  6 west,  where 
he  carried  on  a successful  business  as  a stock 
raiser  and  dealer,  at  the  same  time  being  inter- 
ested to  a considerable  extent  in  real  ‘estate  and 
building.  In  1895  Mr.  Cosby  was  appointed 
chief  deputy  sheriff  under  John  M.  Canon,  with 
whom  he  served  three  years.  In  1898  he  was 
nominated  for  sheriff  of  Canadian  county  by  the 
Republicans,  and  was  elected  by  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  votes,  the  largest  majority  ever 
attained  by  a sheriff,  running  ahead  of  his  ticket, 
notwithstanding  the  fusion  element.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1899.  he  took  the  oath  of  office  and  removed 
with  his  family  to  El  Reno. 

Mr.  Cosby  was  married  January  31,  1888,  in 
Wellington,  Ivans.,  to  Miss  Emma  Riley,  who 
died  in  El  Reno,  November  11,  1898,  leaving- 
two  children,  Lillie  and  Leola. 

Fraternally  lie  is  a member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Red  Cloud  Tribe 
No.  3,  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America. 


npPIOMAS  A.  COOKSEY,  who  came  to  Ok- 
lahoma from  Sumner  county,  Ivans.,  in 
May,  1889,  and  now  is  successfully  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  on  the 
southwestern  quarter  of  section  12,  El  Reno 
township.  Canadian  county,  was  born  in  south- 
western Kentucky,  a son  of  Townsend  and  Celia 
Ann  Cooksey,  who  died  during  the  infancy  of 
our  subject.  The  father,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
was  born  in  Maryland,  near  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, but  lived  many  years  in  Caldwell  county, 
Ky.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five. 

In  his  native  place  Thomas  A.  Cooksey  grew 
to  manhood  among  strangers,  receiving  a verv 
limited  education,  and  in  1854  moved  to  John- 
son county,  Mo.,  where  he  lived  until  after  the 
Civil  war  broke  out.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he 
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wait  to  Jefferson  county,  Ivans.,  and  for  a time 
was  a member  of  the  Kansas  State  Militia,  after 
which  he  made  one  trip  as  a freighter  from  Kan- 
-as  City  to  Fort  Scott.  After  the  war  he  sold 
his  farm  and  returned  to  Missouri,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1876,  when 
he  went  to  Nemaha  county,  Ivans.,  and  followed 
railroading  two  years,  being  connected  with  the 
building  of  roads.  Later,  he  located  in  Sumner 
county,  Ivans.,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a 
farm  until  1889,  and  was  also  interested  in  cat- 
lie.  at  times  having  several  hundred  head  on  the 
Cherokee  strip. 

At  Knobnoster,  Mo.,  Mr.  Cooksey  was  mar- 
ried, in  1S56,  to  Miss  Eliza  Workman,  a daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Workman,  who  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Missouri  in  1840,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  eleven  children,  namely : Thomas 
Melvin;  Alice,  wife  of  W.  H.  Thompson; 
Charles;  Ella,  wife  of  Morris  Rowen;  W.  Grant, 
a resident  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Sallie,  wife  of 
Harvey  Williams;  Katie,  wife  of  Report  Camp- 
bell, of  Caldwell,  Ivans.;  Walter  A.,  of  Ren- 
frow,  Okla.;  Fannie,  a school  teacher  of  El 
Reno,  Okla.;  Frank,  a resident  of  El  Reno;  and 
Carrie,  at  home  with  her  parents. 

About  1878,  Mr.  Cooksey  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Caldwell,  Ivans.,  which  continued  to  be 
his  home  until  coming  to  Oklahoma  in  18S9, 
when  he  sold  his  land  in  that  state  and  also 
some  of  his  cattle  and  bought  a tract  of  govern- 
ment land,  where  he  now  resides.  Lie  has  placed 
acre  after  acre  under  the  plow  until  he  now  lias 
one  hundred  acres  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  is  making  a specialty  of  the  raising 
of  wheat.  He  also  has  a good  bearing  orchard 
of  over  one  hundred  apple  trees,  and  a vine- 
yard,  and  devotes  considerable  attention  to  fruit 
culture.  He  raises  a good  grade  of  Short-horn 
cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  and  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings is  meeting  with  well-deserved  suc- 
cess. As  a Republican  he  always  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  political  affairs,  assisting  in 
organizing  the  party  in  his  locality.  In.  district 
No.  33  he  served  as  the  first  school  director,  and 
continued  to  fill  that  office  in  a most  creditable 
manner  for  several  vears. 


WS.  DE  BATIN,  an  honored  veteran  of 
. the  Civil  war  and  a prominent  early  set- 
tler of  El  Reno  township,  Canadian 
county,  came  here  front  Arkansas  in  1SS9.  He 
C a native  of  Indiana  and  a son  of  Samuel  De 
Ikiun,  who  is  still  living  in  Earmersburg,  that 
Mate,  and  is  still  quite  active  despite  his  eighty 
years.  The  family  is  noted  for  longevity.  Our 
wibject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  De  Baun, 
•sr.,  removed  from  Kcntuckv  to  Indiana  at  an 


early,  day,  and  there  both  he  and  his  wife  died  of 
cholera  when  their  son  Samuel  was  quite  small. 
The  latter,  who  for  four  years  operated  a coal 
mine  in  Shelbyvillc,  111.,  later  became  quite  a 
prominent  farmer  and  stock  man  of  Indiana. 
He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Phylinda  Shattuck,  who  died  in  1866,  leaving- 
five  children,  namely:  Amanda,  wife  of  T.  Iv. 
Sherman,  a merchant  of  Sullivan,  Ind.;  Maggie, 
wife  of  William  Gaskins,  of  Earmersburg,  Ind.; 
Emma,  wife  of  W.  H.  Bennett;  Isabel,  wife  of 
Joseph  McClain;  and  W.  S.,  our  subject.  For 
his  second  wife  the  father  married  Mrs.  Susan 
(Riggs)  Ernest. 

On  the  home  farm  in  his  native  state,  W.  S. 
De  Baun  grew  to  manhood,  and  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out, 
when  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  Eighth 
Indiana  \ olunteer  Battery,  but  was  mustered 
out  as  a sergeant  after  three  years  and  three 
months  of  faithful  service,  his  regiment  being  in 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  in  a 
hand-to-hand  encounter  during  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga  and  narrowly  escaped  being  killed, 
while  in  the  same  engagement  his  clothes  were 
pierced  by  seven  bullets. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  De  Baun  returned  to  In- 
diana, where  he  remained  two  years,  and  in  1867 
moved  to  Shelby  county,  111.,  where  he  improved 
half  a section  of  land  and  successfully  engaged 
in  general  farming  for  several  years,  removing 
to  Nevada  county,  Ark.,  in  1880.  There  he  was 
engaged  in  railroad  work  as  a contractor,  con- 
structing a section  of  the  Iron  Mountain  and 
Cotton-Belt  roads.  He  also  built  a part  of  the 
line  from  Texarkana  to  Shreveport.  Coming  to 
Oklahoma  in  1889,  he  located  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  3,  El  Reno  township,  Can- 
adian county,  and  scon  transformed  the  place 
into  a fme  farm,  placing  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five acres  under  the  plow,  and  planting  an 
orchard  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  peach  trees, 
besides  other  fruit.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising,  making 
a specialty  of  thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle. 

In  1866  Mr.  De  Baun  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Angcline  Pogue,  a native  of  Indiana, 
and  a daughter  of  John  Pogue.  She  died  Tunc 
17,  1898,  leaving  two  children:  Iona,  who  has 

successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  citv  of 
El  Reno  seven  years  and  owns  a well  cultivated 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  she  homesteaded 
soon  after  coming  to  the  county  and  which  she 
now  rents;  Nora  A.,  a teacher  in  Union  Citv, 
Canadian  county. 

By  his  ballot  Air.  De  Baun  al  ways  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  tire  Democratic  party,  but 
will  never  accept  office.  He  is  an  active  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Christian  Church  of 
Ei  Reno,  in  which  he  has  served  as  an  elder 
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several  years.  lie  also  organized  the  Sunday- 
school  at  the  Rich  Valley  schoolhousc,  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  same;  and  con- 
ducts a Bible  school  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Canadian 
county. 


GEORGE  D.  POSTER,  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  Banner  township,  Kingfisher 
county,  resides  upon  a well-improved 
homestead  in  section  25.  He  is  well  entitled  to 
the  prosperity  which  he  now  enjoys,  for  with 
fortitude  and  determination  he  endured  the 
years  of  pioneer  struggling,  and  by  his  own 
energy  amassed  a competence. 

Born  in  Butler  county,  Iowa,  in  1866.  George 
D.  Foster  is  a son  of  Wallace  and  Ruth  S.  (Cow- 
dery)  Poster,  natives  of  Orange  county,  Yt.  The 
latter,  who  is  a lady  of  remarkable  force  of  char- 
acter and  excellent  education,  comes  from  fine 
old  New  England  stock,  some  of  her  ancestors 
dating  back  there  to  the  time  of  the  Mayflower. 
Her  parents,  David  W.  and  Clarissa  (Tarbell) 
Cowdery,  natives  of  the  same  county  as  herself, 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  locality.  He  was 
a very  successful  business  man,  dealing  chiefly 
in  cattle  and  horses,  and  during  the  Civil  war 
purchased  horses  for  the  government.  He  also 
was  president  of  a bank  and  was  prominent  in 
political  circles,  his  opinion  having  great  weight 
with  his  own  (the  Democratic)  party.  His  long 
and  useful  life  came  to  a close  in  1891,  when 
he  was  in  his  eighty-first  year.  His  parents 
were  Elihu  and  Hannah  (Fificld)  Cowdery,  the 
latter  a daughter  of  a wealthy  farmer  of  New 
Hampshire.  Elihu-  Cowdery,  who  was  quite  a 
society  man  in  his  youth,  and  who  attended 
numerous  balls,  chose  a pretty  schoolteacher  for 
his  wife.  l ie  lived  to  be  almost  four-score  years 
old  and  she  died  at  about  sixty.  Elihu  Cowdery 
was  the  youngest  son  of  Dr.  and  Ruth  (Wick- 
ham) Cowdery,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  The 
former  ran  away  from  home  when  he  was  a lad, 
and  enlisted  in  the.  colonial  army  during  the 
Revolution.  Pie  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Colonel  Wickham,  and  subsequently  married  the 
officer's  daughter.  The  doctor  enjoyed  a large 
and  paying  practice,  both  in  the  Bay  state  and 
in  Vermont,  where  he  finally  located.  Mrs.  Ruth 
S.  (Cowdery)  Foster,  as  previously  mentioned, 
possesses  fine  native  talents  and  culture.  She 
completed  her  higher  education  in  Randolph 
Academy  and  in  South  Royalton,  qualifving 
herself  for  a career  as  a teacher.  Prior  to  her 
marriage,  in  1856,  she  had  demonstrated  her 
peculiar  fitness  for  the  task  of  instructing  the 
young,  and  of  late  years  she  has  returned  to  her 
early  calling  to  some  extent,  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public.  For  nearly  three  decades 
her  lot  was  cast  with  the  inhabitants  of  Butler 


county,  Iowa,  and  in  1885  she  removed,  with 
her  family,  to  Sumner  county,  Ivans.,  whence 
they  later  came  to  Oklahoma. 

George  1).  Foster  received  excellent  educa- 
tional opportunities  in  Iowa,  and,  guided  by  his 
mother’s  example  and  wide  experience,  he  quite 
naturally  adopted  the  same  vocation,  teaching. 
In  1885  and  for  some  years  succeeding  that, 
both  taught  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  Mayfield, 
Ivans.,  and  in  Comanche  county,  same  state.  In 
April,  1889,  when  the  territory  of  Oklahoma  was 
thrown  open  to  white  settlers,  they  made  the 
race  into  this  region,  coming  from  the  western 
boundary  line.  Accompanying  them  were  Jona- 
than Morgan-and  daughter,  and  each  of  the  four 
located  claims.  They  crossed  Cimarron  river 
west  and  north  of  Kingfisher  creek,  thus  cov- 
ering a distance  of  fifteen  miles.  The  claims 
which  they  selected  and  reached  at  one-thirty 
in  the  afternoon,  have  been  each  and  all  de- 
veloped in  a business-like  manner,  doing  credit 
to  the  owners.  Mrs.  Foster  was  once  alone  in 
her  10x12  log  cabin  for  three  weeks,  though 
there  were  no  doors  or  windows  in  her  tiny 
home  for  protection. 

George  D.  Foster  brought  seven  cows  and 
three  ponies  from  Kansas,  but,  aside  from  this 
stock,  had  little  means.  Industry  and  persever- 
ance, however,  are  the  most  important  factors  in 
success,  and  many  improvements  were  at  once 
instituted  by  him.  He  planted  an  orchard  and 
vineyard,  and  has  made  a specialty  of  raising 
wheat,  for  which  his  land  is  well  adapted.  To- 
day he  owns  five  hundred  acres  of  desirable  land, 
and  keeps  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  head 
of  cattle,  besides  horses  and  hogs.  For  several 
years  he  taught  school  during  the  winter  term, 
thus  acquiring  funds  for  needed  improvements 
on  his  property.  He  is  a highly  esteemed  citizen, 
and  was  a charter  member  and  secretary  of  the 
Farmers’  Alliance.  Politically,  he  is  indepen- 
dent. In  all  of  his  pioneer  labors  he  has  found 
an  able  helpmate  in  his  wife — formerly  Miss 
Cansadie  Morgan— the  young  lady  mentioned 
above.  They  were  married  nine  years  ago,  and 
have  two  promising  sons,  Don  and  Fred. 


LJ.  GUNN,  the  genial  editor  of  the  FI  Reno 
. News,  has  contributed  largely  to  the  de- 
velopment and  growth  of  the  town  of  his 
adoption,  and  is  an  important  factor  in  its  social 
and  intellectual  life.  He  was  born  in  La  Salle 
county.  111.,  November  23,  1867,  and  is  a son  of 
Levi  Gunn,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  and  who 
removed  first  to  Vermont  and  then  to  Daven- 
port. Iowa.  In  1849  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
La  Salle  county,  111.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  promincntlv  iden- 
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tiliod  with  the  affairs  of  the  community.  Ilis 
wife,  Sarah  C.  (Lewis)  Gunn,  who  was  burn  in 
( )hio,  comes  from  an  old  Virginia  family,  and 
is  of  Welsh  descent.  They  were  Quakers,  and 
among  the  early  settlers  of  La  Salle  county. 

Mr.  Gunn  received  an  excellent  home  train- 
ing, and  was  surrounded  by  the  usual  influences 
incident  to  the  life  of  the  average  western  farm- 
er’s son.  He  studied  in  the  public  schools,  and 
later  at  the  normal  school  at  Great  Bend,  grad- 
uating in  the  scientific  course  in  1SS9.  He  then 
spent  a year  in  Texas,  and  in  1890  began  the 
study  of  law  in  Great  Bend  with  Day  & Smith, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892.  As  a start- 
ing point  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  he 
selected  Kansas,  where  he  lived  until  1893,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  El  Reno.  For  seven 
years  he  here  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
with  the  most  gratifying  results.  In  1895,  Mr. 
Gunn  was  appointed  receiver  of  the  Canadian 
County  Republican,  which,  however,  did  not  in- 
terfere with  the  carrying  out  of  his  large  and 
lucrative  law  business.  In  1896,  in  partnership 
with  Air.  Clyde  Musgrove,  he  started  the  El 
Reno  News,  which  since  has  been  conducted 
under  the  most  auspicious  and  amicable  condi- 
tions, and  is  of  immense  influence  among  the 
members  of  the  Republican  party,  because  of 
its  lucid  and  impartial  adherence  to  the  princi- 
ples of  Republicanism.  Air.  Alusgrove,  a sea- 
soned newspaper  man  from  South  Haven,  Sum- 
ner county,  Kans.,  came  to  El  Reno  in  the  fall 
of  1890.  The  News  is  a weekly  publication,  and 
supports  a good  job  office  in  connection  with 
its  general  printing. 

Air.  Gunn's  varied  interests  include  his  posi- 
tion as  a member  of  the  territorial  board  of 
education  of  the  normal  school,  the  appointment 
coming  through  Governor  Barnes  in  1897.  He 
also  is  a member  of  the  El  Reno  club.  In  El 
Reno  he  was  married  to  Carrie  Wattson,  a 
daughter  of  George  F.  Wattson,  postmaster  of 
El  Reno. 


Major  Stephen  x.  Bradford.  The 

biography  of  Stephen  Xclson  Bradford 
naturally  divides  itself  into  three  eras:  the 
period  when  he  sailed  the  high  seas,  his  subse- 
quent experience  as  an  officer  in  the  Union 
army,  and  the  closing  and  least  eventful  years  of 
his  career,  when  he  lived  the  quiet  life  of  a 
farmer.  He  belonged  to  a family  identified  with 
the  history  of  America  from  its  earliest  settle- 
ment, tracing  his  lineage  to  one  of  two  brothers 
who  came  over  in  the  "Alavflowcr.”  One  of 
these  brothers,  William  Bradford,  was  in  1621 
elected  the  second  governor  of  Alassachusetts 
and  served  continuously  until  1633;  two  years 


later  was  again  elected  and  re-elected  in  1637, 
1639  and  again  in  1C45.  The  father  of  Stephen 
X.,  whose  name  was  the  same  as  his  own,  had 
a brother  who  served  as  a governor  of  New 
Hampshire. 

At  Jersey  Shore,  Lycoming  county,  Pa.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  April,  1823, 
and  in  infancy  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Warren  county,  X.  J.  When  he  was  fourteen 
he  was  apprenticed  to  the  printer's  trade  in  Bel- 
videre,  but  the  occupation  was  uncongenial,  and 
he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  elsewhere. 
Going  to  the  Wyoming  Valley,  he  secured 
work  in  a pine  swamp  and  later  ran  two  boats  on 
the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal.  About  that 
time  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  an  old  ‘‘salt,” 
Samuel  Fields,  whose  stories  of  the  sea  inflamed 
his  mind  and  aroused  his  desire  to  become  a 
sailor.  With  Air.  Fields  he  went  to  Sag  Harbor, 
L.  I.,  and  in  August  of  the  same  year  (1838) 
they  sailed  on  a whaling  ship  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  thence  to  the  island  of  Java,  Sand- 
wich Islands  and  Bering  strait.  Alany  and  ex- 
citing were  his  experiences  during  this  voyage. 
Frequently  he  narrowly  escaped  a watery  grave. 
At  Honolulu  his  comrade,  Fields,  had  been 
taken  ill  and  sent  ashore,  and  he  remained  with 
him,  in  order  that  he  might  receive  proper  care. 
On  the-  recovery  of  his  comrade  they  secured 
work  and  remained  in  Honolulu  for  a time,  then 
went  to  a beautiful  island  some  distance  away, 
where  they  found  and  explored  a spot  more 
lovely  than  they  had  ever  seen.  Had  it  not  been 
it  was  in  so,  lonely  a region,  they  would  have 
been  content  to  remain  there  until  death. 

As  boat-steerer  and  ship  carpenter,  our  sub- 
ject started  on  a ship  for  the  sperm  whale  re- 
gions. His  friend  had  previouslv  left  for  the 
States,  but  he  was  not  alone,  as  a devoted  native 
accompanied  him,  a man  who  had  been  his  com- 
panion during  his  life  at  Honolulu  and  whose 
devotion  had  won  for  him  the  name  of  "Friday.” 
After  six  weeks,  the.  ship  was  wrecked  on  a rock 
near  a barren  island,  to  which  officers  and  crew 
repaired.  It  was  only  through  the  efforts  of  the 
ship  carpenter  and  his  man  "Friday,”  the  former 
of  whom  dived  for  the  ship's  valuables  and  pro- 
visions, that  the  lives  of  the  men  were  saved. 
A new  schooner  was  built  out  of  the  wreck  of  the 
old,  and  after  months  on  the  island,  a new  start 
was  made;  but  off  St.  Catharine  a terrible  storm 
arose,  the  sails  were  shivered  to  shreds,  the 
mainyard  carried  away,  and  the  faithful  "Fridav" 
washed  overboard  and  lost,  to  the  deep  grief  of 
his  master,  who,  even  years  afterward,  could 
not  mention  his  name  without  tear-filled  eyes. 

Returning  to  the  Wyoming  Valley,  ATr.  Brad- 
find  settled  on  a farm  there.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  of  Alexico,  it  was  his  ambition  to 
go  to  the  front  and  his  name  was  the  first  put 
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down  in  forming  a company,  but  illness  pre- 
vented his  active  service  at  the  time.  However, 
as  soon  as  he  had  recovered,  he  went  to  Balti- 
more, enlisted  as  a private,  marched  to  Mexico, 
took  part  in  several  battles,  and  returned  a lieu- 
tenant. In  1849  he  went  to  New  Bedford  and 
shipped  as  carpenter  on  the  whaler  “Huntress,” 
bound  for  northern  seas.  There,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding voyage,  misfortune  attended  him.  A ter- 
rible storm  wrecked  the  ship  on  the  banks  of 
Kamtschatka,  a wild  peninsula  in  the  northern 
seas.  On  those  barren  shores  the  crew  remained 
for  six. days,  when  they  were  taken  on  board 
another  whaler  and  returned  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands.  There  Air.  Bradford  was  welcomed  by 
his  former  friend,  King  Kamehamera,  who  urged 
him  to  settle  for  life  on  the  island  Oahu.  He, 
however,  had  no  desire  to  marry  the  king's 
daughter  and  settle  among  the  people  there. 
Soon  he  started  for  another  whaling  trip  and  vis- 
ited China,  Society  Islands,  Juan  Fernandez, 
where  (the  relations  between  the  captain  and 
crew  not  being  pleasant)  the  men  resolved  to 
remain.  They  built  a cabin  and  lived  on  game 
and  wild  fruits, but  Mr.  Bradford  soon  wearied  of 
life  there,  and  embraced  the  first  opportunity  to 
return  to  the  States,  where  he  landed  with  $3.50 
in  his  possession.  The  ship  anchored  at  San 
Francisco  and  from  there  lie  went  to  Sacra- 
mento, where  he  secured  employment  at  $7  a 
day.  He  and  his  employer  were  about  the  same 
age  and  soon  became  close  friends.  Indeed.  Mr. 
Wolfe  took  such  a liking  to  the  young  sailor 
that  lie  took  him  into  partnership,  trusting  him 
with  the  management  of  all  his  business,  and  so 
well  did  Mr.  Bradford  discharge  every  trust  that 
the  two  at  length  came  east  with  about  $30,000, 
which  was  divided  equally.  This  is  remarkable 
when  it  is  remembered  that,  during  the  two 
years  of  his  residence  in  the  west,  Mr.  Bradford 
had  served  the  state  in  its  Indian  wars  one-third 
of  the  time. 

Returning  east,  lie  purchased  a farm  and  a 
hotel  at  Waymart,  Pa.  His  roving  tendencies, 
however,  soon  took  him  back  to  California, 
whence  he  returned  east,  and  later  started  to 
Kansas,  but  not  liking  the  prospects,  again  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania;  later  went  back  to  Kan- 
sas, founded  Bradford  City  on  the  California 
stage  line  and  for  a time  was  prosperous,  but 
lack  of  water  caused  the  enterprise  to  fail,  and 
he  again  went  back  to  his  earlv  home.  Major 
Bradford  was  a remarkable  man  in  many  ways, 
and  was  a fine  soldierly  appearing  man,  one  who 
would  attract  attention  anywhere,  llis  popu- 
larity in  Kansas  was  shown  by  his  appointment 
as  a member  of  the  first  governor's  staff  of  Kan- 
sas. ( )n  the  first  call  for  troops  in  the  Civil 
war,  he  opened  a recruiting  office  and  soon 
raised  a company,  which  he  offered  to  Governor 


Curtin.  The  governor,  on  reviewing  the  com- 
pany, exclaimed  “The  finest  company  of  men 
I have  ever  seen;  they  are  accepted.”  Captain 
Bradford  was  made  major  of  the  Fifteenth  Penn- 
svlvania  Infantry,  and  went  to  Washington,  re- 
turning home  at  the  end  of  the  three  months  of 
service.  At  once  he  raised  another  company  for 
three  years  and  again  he  was  promoted  to  be 
major,  being  assigned  to  the  Seventy-seventh 
Regiment.  One  of  his  fiercest  battles  was  that 
of  Pittsburg  Landing,  where  he  took  a promi- 
nent part.  Shortly  afterward  he  fell  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  but  later  was  exchanged.  He 
was  then  appointed  provost-marshal  and  opened 
his  office  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  which  office  he  held 
until  February,  1865. 

After  the  war  Major  Bradford  removed  to 
Missouri  and  settled  on  a tract  of  raw  land.' 
Three  years  later  he  went  to  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan 
business.  After  five  years,  he  moved  back  to 
Missouri,  where  he  remained  for  three  years. 
He  then  sold  one-half  the  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  and  bought  a hotel  at  Stewarts- 
ville,  DeKalb  county.  Mo.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  for  seven  years. 
Then,  leasing  the  hotel,  he  went  to  Arkansas 
City,  thence  to  Willow  Springs,  and  from  there 
to  Oklahoma.  At  first  he  located  on  a claim, 
but  this  he  afterward  gave  to  an  old  soldier,  and 
he  came  to  the  place  near  Guthrie  where  his 
widow  now  lives.  He  took  out  homestead  pa- 
pers and  cultivated  the  land,  making  of  it  a good 
farm.  He  remained  there  until  ill  health  caused 
him  to  go  to  Guthrie,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
nearer  to  his  physician.  There  he  died  Novem- 
ber 29,  jScjS.  • In  spite  of  his  roving  life,  he  was 
a man  of  domestic  tastes,  fond  of  his  home,  de- 
voted to  his  family  and  friends,  and,  after  the 
war,  he  steadily  refused  to  re-enter  politics.  He 
was  a very  generous  man,  but  his  charities  were 
quietly  performed,  few  knowing  of  them  except 
the  recipients. 

By  his  first  marriage  Major  Bradford  had 
four  children,  three  of  whom  reside  in  Michi- 
gan and  the  fourth  is  a Congregational  minister 
living-  at  Lowell,  [Mass.  His  second  wife  died 
in  Grand  Rapids,  leaving  two  children,  both  of 
whom  are  in  Oklahoma.  While  in  Grand  Rap- 
ids he  married  Miss  Frances  J.  Berry,  of  that 
city,  who  was  a daughter  of  1 )avid  and  Ellen 
( Reightmeyer)  Berrv.  Their  marriage  was  sol  - 
emnized April  20,  1879.  Since  the  major's  death 
Mrs.  Bradford  has  been  the  recipient  of  a pen- 
sion of  $25  a month.  She  also  has  had  the  post- 
office  at  Lawrie,  having  been  appointed  post- 
mistress November  28,  1899.  She  is  a ladv  of 
culture,  refinement  and  quiet  tastes.  Her  devo- 
tion to  her  husband  and  to  duty  and  her  love  of 
home  are  among  her  strongest  characteristics. 
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JOHN  S.  FULLUM,  who  is  a practical  and 
prosperous  farmer  of  section  9,  Cimarron 
township,  Kingfisher  county,  lias  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  development  of  this  region  for 
over  eleven  years,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him.  A son  of  John  and  Jane  Ful- 
lum,  he  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was  brought 
to  America  in  his  infancy.  For  twelve  years 
the  family  resided  in  Quebec,  Canada,  and  then, 
in  1851,  removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Seven 
vears  later,  they  settled  in  Filimore  county, 
Minn.,  where  they  prospered  as  agriculturists, 
but  in  1877  another  change  of  location  was  de- 
cided upon  and  they  became  residents  of  Bour- 
bon county,  Kans.  The  venerable  father  de- 
parted this  life  the  year  following,  aged  nearly 
eighty  years,  and  was  survived  only  a short 
period  by  his  devoted  wife. 

As  has  been  noted,  John  S.  Fullum  was  reared 
in  Quebec  and  Iowa,  and  had  hardly  passed  his 
majority  when  the  Civil  war  commenced.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Minnesota  State  Militia 
(for,  in  the  meantime,  he  had  become  a resident 
of  that  commonwealth),  as  the  Chippewa  and 
Sioux  Indians  had  risen  in  a threatening  way 
against  the  white  settlers,  taking  advantage  of 
their  comparatively  unprotected  condition,  as 
the  regular  troops  were  engaged  in  civil  warfare. 
At  several  points  Mr.  Fullum  and  his  comrades 
fought  battles  with  the  red-skins,  the  severest 
ones  being  those  of  Wood  Lake  and  New  Elm. 
Subsequently  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Fourth 
Minnesota  Infantry,  and  served  until  June.  1865. 
During  this  service  he  participated  in  the  nu- 
merous engagements  in  Georgia,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Sherman,  in  the  famous  march 
to  the  sea,  and  afterwards  had  the  honor  of 
taking  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington, 
and  received  his  honorable  discharge  from  his 
country's  service  at  Louisville.  Ky.,  Tune  12, 
1865.  Fie  had  battled  under  the  gallant  Gen. 
John  A.  Logan  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  acted 
under  the  leadership  of  General  Corse  at  Al- 
toona, Ga. 

For  twelve  years  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
Mr.  Fullum  carried  on  the  duties  of  a farmer 
in  Fillmore  county,  Minn.,  and  then  took  up 
his  abode  in  Bourbon  county,  Kans.  After  his 
father’s  death,  he  went  to  Caldwell,  Ivans.,  where 
the  mother  died,  and  in  1887  the  young  man 
started  for  California  with  his  familv,  driving  a 
team  to  the  coast,  and  visiting  Oregon,  also. 
They  soon  returned  to  Kansas,  however,  mak- 
ing the  journey  by  train,  and  located  in  Chero- 
kee county.  In  June,  1889,  Fir.  Fullum  came  to 
this  county,  and,  finding  that  a claim  in  section 
9.  Cimarron  township,  was  yet  vacant,  he  lost 
no  time  in  filing  papers  for  the  propertv.  This 
wild  prairie  land  has  been  wonderfully  trans- 
formed by  his  arduous  labors,  and  that  very  year 


he  managed  to  raise  a small  crop,  late  though 
it  was  in  the  season  when  lie  took  up  the  work. 
For  nine  years  his  family  were  sheltered  in  a 
sod  house,  14x28  feet  in  dimensions,  and  now 
they  occupy  a substantial  house,  thirty-four  feet 
square.  At  present  he  has  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  Under  cultivation, "and  in  order  to 
meet  his  requirements,  he  rents  additional  land. 
Me  raises  a good  grade  of  cattle  and  hogs,  and 
finds  a good  market  for  all  of  the  products  of 
the  farm.  A well-kept  orchard  and  vineyard 
afford  his  family  plenty  of  excellent  fruit,  and 
each  member  of  the  household  takes  pride  in 
maintaining  the  fine  appearance  of  the  place. 

In  1867  Air.  Fullum  married  Sarah  Claypole, 
and  the  following  children  were  born  to  the 
worth}-  couple:  Mary  is  the  wife  of  George  Cor- 
coran. of  Caldwell,  Ivans.,  and  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
Harry  Miller.  John,  Joseph, Thomas  and  William 
are  yet  at  home.  Born  in  England,  Mrs.  Fullum 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  in  her  infancy, 
and  for  eight  years  the  family  dwelt  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Elmira,  N.  Y.  The  father,  William 
Claypole,  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Minnesota 
for  a score  of  years,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Caldwell  county,  Ivans.,  dying  in  his  seventv- 
seventh  year.  He  was  a stanch  Republican  and 
stood  well  in  the  regard  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife  were  devout 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Rebecca  Ogden,  and  by 
her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren, only  four  of  whom  are  living.  She  de- 
parted this  life  in  1898,  in  her  seventy-fifth 
year. 

From  the  time  when  he  cast  his  first  presiden- 
tial ballot  until  the  present.  Air.  Fullum  has 
been  unwavering  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  one  of  the  first  public  schools  erected  in  this 
territory,  and  has  acted  on  the  school  board  of 
his  district,  doing  everything  within  his  power 
to  promote  the  interests  of  his  communitv. 


WI.  GOFF.  A popular  and  well-to-do 
. citizen  of  El  Reno  is  the  above  named 
gentleman,  who  represents  the  An- 
heuser-Busch Brewing  Companv  in  this  citv. 
lie  was  born  near  Perryville,  \ crmillion  countv. 
Bid.,  August  21),  1859,  and  is  a son  of  David 
Goff,  and  grandson  of  Almond  Goff. 

The  Goff  family  arc  of  sturdy  Holland-Dutch 
extraction  and  for  many  years  resided  on  the 
Hudson  river  in  New  York.  Our  subject's 
great-grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  died  in  New  York  state,  and  his 
grandfather  was  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  latter 
was  a native  of  New  York  state,  and  resided 
there  all  his  life,  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
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the  soil.  1 1 is  farm  originally  was  covered  with 
a dense  forest,  which  he  cleared  away  and  put 
in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  David  \V.  Goff 
was  born  in  Vermillion  county,  Ind.,  and  was 
reared  to  farming,  which  he  made  his  life’s  vo- 
cation. He  was  in  the  Civil  war,  being  a mem- 
ber of  an  Indiana  regiment,  but  at  first  was 
rejected  from  service.  In  1868  he  settled  in 
Jefferson  county,  Ivans.,  near  the  town  of  Os- 
kaloosa,  where  he  carried  on  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  In  1886  he  retired  and  is  now  spending 
his  latter  days  in  Emporia,  Kans.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lillis  Hale, 
whose  birthplace  is  near  Twin  Grove,  Green 
county,  Wis.  Her  father,  who  was  a native  of 
Indiana,  was  an  early  settler  of  Wisconsin,  and 
died  when  Mrs.  Goff  was  about  seven  years  of 
age.  She  had  two  brothers  who  were  in  the 
Civil  war:  Marion,  who  was  killed  at  Resaca, 

Ga.;  and  William,  who  now  lives  at  Fort  Scott, 
Kans.  They  belonged  to  the  Fourteenth  Wis- 
consin Regiment. 

Our  subject,  the  only  son  of  a family  of  seven 
children,  ail  of  whom  are  still  living,  was  reared 
in  Jefferson  county,  Ivans.,  his  father  moving 
there  when  he  was  a lad  of  nine  years.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  that  community  and 
later  pursued  his  studies  in  Baker  University  at 
Baldwin,  Ivans.,  for  one  year.  Upon  leaving 
school,  he  engaged  as  a clerk  in  a drug  store  in 
Oskaloosa,  in  the  meantime  making  a study  of 
pharmacy,  and  some  two  years  later  started  a 
store  of  his  own  in  that  town.  Selling  out  he 
secured  a position  with  McPike  & Fox.  whole- 
sale druggists,  but  after  remaining  in  their 
employ  about  a year,  again  started  in  the  drug 
business,- — but  this  time  at  Lyons,  Rice  county, 
Ivans.  He  continued  there  some  years,  during 
which  time  he  was  agent  for  the  Pacific  Express 
Company.  From  there  he  went  to  Anthony, 
Kans.,  and  embarked  in  business,  but  remained 
only  a twelvemonth.  In  1892  he  located  in  El 
Reno,  O.  1'.,  where  he  obtained  a position  with 
Anheuscr  & Busch,  and  a short  time  after  enter- 
ing tlieir  employ  he  became  agent  for  the  firm. 
Since  the  different  railroads  have  been  started 
his  territory  has  been  extended  throughout  the 
southern  part  of  Oklahoma.  He  has  since 
started  up  the  Goff  Bottling"  Works,  which  is  the 
largest  plant  of  its  kind  in  ( )klahoma,  all  kinds 
of  soda  water  and  soft  drinks  being  manufac- 
tured. Our  subject  is  an  enterprising  and  indus- 
trious citizen,  and  enjoys  a wide  acquaintance 
throughout  the  territory. 

Mr.  Goff  was  married  in  Atkinson.  111.,  to 
A 1 i ss  Magdalen  Myers,  a native  of  that  state,  and 
to  them  has  beeff  born  one  child,  Imogene.  In 
politics  he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican. 
He  is  a member  of  the  El  Reno  Club,  of  which 


he  is  also  treasurer;  the  Iv.  of  P.;  and  the  A.  O. 
U.  \V.  Our  subject  is  a thorough  musician  and 
was  the  organizer  of  the  Goff  Cadet  Band,  of 
which  he  is  also  leader.  This  band  is  well  known 
throughout  the  territory,  and  for  excellent  music 
it  can’t  be  beaten  in  this  section  of  the  countrv. 


DWARD  E.  GOULD.  Nearly  all  of  the 
states  east  of  Oklahoma  have  contributed  ’ 
citizens  to  this  territory, and  the  first  native- 
born  son  of  Massachusetts  to  prove  up  a claim 
taken  in  Kingfisher  county  was  the  subject  of 
tins  article.  He  is  of  English  descent,  and  his 
paternal  ancestors  were  located  in  Boston  prior 
to  the  Revolution.  Rev.  Thomas  Gould,  pastor 
of  the  F'irst  Baptist  Church  in  that  city,  was  the 
first  of  his  line  in  this  country,  as  far  as  known. 
Our  subject’s  great-grandfather  Gould  went  to 
Ireland  as  a civil  engineer  and  died  at 
Dublin,  and  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Gould, 
was  born  in  Ashland,  Mass.,  in  1783,  and  resided 
in  Boston  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  ITe 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  for  many  years 
was  an  influential  member  of  the  city  council  of 
“the  Hub.”  Following  his  calling  of  contractor 
and  builder  he  erected  scores  of  residences  and 
public  structures  in  Boston,  and  of  the  number 
the  noted  Tremont  Temple  is  one.  He  departed 
this  life  in  1872  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years. 

Samuel  L.  Gould,  father  of  E.  F.  Gould,  was 
born  in  Boston  in  iSrq.,  and  resided  in  that  city 
until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  he  was  principal  of  the  Franklin 
school  and  was  actively  identified  with  educa- 
tional affairs  from  the  time  that  lie  was  gradu- 
ated in  Brown  University  until  his  removal  to 
the  west  in  1865.  For  several  years  thereafter 
he  was  engaged  in  prospecting  and  mining  in 
Gilpin  county,  Colo.,  and  owned  considerable 
mining  property,  besides  acting  as  agent  for  the 
Sterling  Gold  Mining  Companv,  and  later  for 
the  Boston  & Colorado  Gold  Mining  Companv, 
the  New  York  & Colorado  Gold  Mining  Com- 
pany and  the  Monitor  Mining  Association.  Sev- 
eral of  these  companies  he  represented  at  one 
time,  and  besides  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
the  first  manager  of  the  Boston  N Colorado 
Smelting  Company  at  Black  Hawk,  C’olo.  His 
long  and  busy  life  came  to  a close  at  Fremont 
in  1874.  Prior  to  the  Civil  war  he  was  one  of 
the  stanch  Abolitionists  of  New  England,  and 
never  did  he  neglect  the  high  duties  of  citizen- 
ship. 

For  a wife  Samuel  L.  Gould  chose  Frances  A. 
Shelton,  whose  ancestors  came  to  Boston  from 
Kent.  Fhigland.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  Tohn 
1 rnnian,  was  one  of  the  patriots  who  took  part 
in  the  famous  Boston  “tea-party’’  prior  to  the 
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Revolution,  and  her  paternal  grandmother, 
Evdia  Pierce,  of  old  Puritan  stock,  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  and  owners  of  the  site  of  West  . 
Cambridge  (now  Arlington),  Mass.,  and  the 
name  of  the  family  is  not  extinct  there  yet.  Her 
father  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
.nul  fought  in  the  battles  of  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington. To  the  marriage  of  Samuel  L.  and 
Prances  Gould  three  sons  were  born.  The  eld- 
est, Rev.  Ezra  P.  Gould,  D.  D.,  won  honors  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  held  the  rank  of  major  of  the 
Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  For  a 
long  period  he  was  a professor  in  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Samuel  Shelton  Gould,  the  second  son,  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  in  the  Civil  war. 
The  loving  wife  and  mother  passed  to  her 
reward  in  her  home  at  Melrose,  Mass.,  in  1S81, 
when  she  had  attained  the  age  of  three-score 
years. 

Edward  F.  Gould  was  born  in  Boston,  July 
12,  1852,  and  was  educated  at  home  by  his 
father  until  he  was  fourteen,  when  he  entered 
Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover,  Mass.,  and  re- 
mained there  until  called  home  by  the  illness 
of  his  senior.  Accompanying  him  to  Colorado, 
he  there  pursued  his  studies  under  private  tutors 
at  Central  City,  with  special  reference  to  mining 
and  engineering  work.  The  death  of  his  father 
put  an  end  to  his  collegiate  work  and  from  1S74 
to  the  fall  of  1SS3  he  gave  bis  attention  to  the 
live  stock  business,  keeping  a large  herd,  and 
making  a specialty  of  high  grade  and  short- 
horned cattle.  During  this  period  he  owned  a 
ranch  and  made  his  home  in  Rosita,  county  seat 
of  Custer  county,  Colo.  In  1883  he  sold  his 
cattle  and,  going  to  Fremont  county,  same  state, 
located  on  a ranch  situated  about  sixteen  miles 
from  Canon  City,  and  operated  the  farm  and 
raised  horses  extensively.  At  the  end  of  five 
years  he  went  to  Wichita,  Kans.,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  the  Burton  car  works 
until  the  early  part  of  the  following  year.  On 
the  22nd  of  April,  1889,  he  made  the  race  into 
this  territory,  from  Buffalo  Springs,  and  on  the 
10th  of  May  filed  a claim  to  his  present  home- 
stead. Here  he  placed  ninety  acres  under  culti- 
vation, made  substantial  improvements,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, meeting  with  good  returns  for  his  labors. 

In  no  sense  of  the  word  is  Mr. 'Gould  a poli- 
tician, and  at  present  his  sympathies  are  with 
the  Populists.  He  has  not  been  desirous  of  pub- 
lic office,  but  has  taken  due  interest  in  all  things 
affecting  his  community.  One  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Farmers  Alliance  of  Kingfisher 
county,  he  acted  as  its  president  for  two  vears 
and  also  has  been  identified  with  the  countv  and 
territorial  alliance.  Religiously  he  is  an  Episco- 
palian. 


In  1882  Mr.  Gould  married  Marie  A.  Sud- 
dartli,  who  was  born  in  Parkersburg,  W.  \ a. 
Thev  have  four  children,  namely:  Robert  Law- 
rence, Arthur  T.,  Edward  F.,  Jr.,  and  Mar- 
garet E. 


PROF.  J.  R.  HALE,  who  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  taught  the  first  public 
school  in  Oklahoma  territory  after  it  was 
opened  to  settlement,  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  Kingfisher  county.  Pos- 
sessing, as  he  does,  large  experience  and  general 
information,  he  has  maintained  a firm  faith  in 
the  ultimate  outcome  of  this  territory,  and  has 
done  everything  within  his  power  to  promote 
its  prosperity. 

The  families  of  Hale  and  Dunbar,  from  whom 
the  professor  is  descended,  were  originally  sub- 
jects of  the  English  crown,  and  many  distin- 
guished men  bearing  these  names  have  figured 
prominently  in  the  history  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
race.  Among  those  whose  names  are  engraved 
in  the  annals  of  New  England  are  Edward  Ev- 
erett Flale,  Nathan  Hale,  Senator  Plale,  of 
Maine,  and  John  P.  Hale.  Our  subject's  father, 
William  Hale,  was  a cousin  of  the  two  gentle- 
men last  mentioned.  FIc  was  born  in  New 
England  in  1S05,  and  for  many  years  was  a res- 
ident of  New  York  state,  devoting  his  attention 
to  agriculture.  He  attained  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-six  years,  and  his  devoted  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Caroline  Dunbar,  was  three 
score  and  ten  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom 
survive.  William  Hale,  Jr.,  gave  his  life  to  his 
country  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  during  the  ter- 
rible seven  days’  battle  in  the  Wilderness,  in  the 
Civil  war.  One  son,  James  D.,  resides  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  and  Thomas  lives  in  South  Da- 
kota. 

The  birth  of  Prof.  J.  R.  Hale  took  place  in 
New  York,  on  his  father’s  farm,  in  1848.  He  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  finished  his  higher  studies  in  Cornell  Uni- 
versity, taking-  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
At  twenty  years  of  age  he  commenced  to  teach, 
and,  to  perfect  himself  in  his  chosen  line  of  work, 
he  subsequently  pursued  a course  of  training 
in  the  Cortland  Normal.  In  1871  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  his  native  state,  to  which 
end  he  had  made  a study  of  law  in  Cornell  Uni- 
versity, and  for  some  time  he  was  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

After  the  second  great  fire  in  Chicago,  and 
when  material  progress  towards  its  rebuilding 
had  been  made,  Mr.  Hale  established  a law  office 
on  State  street,  and  dwelt  in  the  Phoenix  city 
from  1874  to  1886.  In  the  meantime  he  taught 
school,  also,  and  for  a period  was  principal  of 
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one  of  the  large  city  schools.  From  time  to 
time,  as  favorable  opportunities  for  investment 
presented,  he  bought  real  estate,  chiefly  on  State 
street,  the  main  business  thoroughfare.  Losing 
heavily  by  a fire  in  1886,  lie  then  went  to  Mitch- 
ell, Dak.  (now  South  Dakota),  and  pursued  the 
practice  of  law  until  Oklahoma  was  opened.  On 
that  memorable  22nd  of  April,  1889,  he  made 
the  race  for  a location  and  secured  a claim  in 
section  27,  Cimarron  township,  Kingfisher 
county.  After  improving  this  property  he  sold  it 
to  William  Tennis  for  83,000.  and  since  that  time 
has  dealt  considerably  in  real  estate,  sometimes 
owning  four  or  more  farms.  He  now  resides  in 
section  15,  Cimarron  township,  and  gives  a por- 
tion of  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  his  home- 
stead. 

Actively  interested  in  the  success  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  Mr.  Hale  has  been  favorably 
mentioned  for  the  office  of  congressman  and 
other  prominent  public  positions.  He  is  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  has  won  the  commenda- 
tion of  all  good  citizens  for  his  fairness  and  wis- 
dom. As  previously  stated,  he  taught  the  first 
school  in  this  territory,  and,  moreover,  was  in- 
strumental in  getting  it  organized.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and 
belongs  to  the  Kingfisher  Encampment,  being 
past  chief  patriarch  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
territory.  Religiously,  he  is  undenominational 
in  his  attitude,  but  as  sincerely  believes  in  the 
uplifting  influence  of  Christianity  as  in  that  of 
education,  and  therefore  contributes  liberally 
toward  worthy  enterprises.  Scientific  articles 
of  great  merit  often  emanate  from  his  pen.  and 
find  a prominent  place  in  the  leading  journals 
of  the  time. 


ON.  THOMAS  JENSEN,  a prominent 
real  estate  dealer,  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  city  of  El  Reno,  and  always  has 
been  most  active  in  furthering  the  interests  of 
that  city  and  Canadian  county. 

Mr.  Jensen  was  born  in  Husum,  Germany, 
November  26,  1845,  and  is  a son  of  Carstcn  and 
Katherine  (Kuhl)  Jensen.  His  father  also  was 
born  there,  and  served  in  the  Danish  army  in  the 
war  against  Germany  in  1848,  in  which  Den- 
mark was  the  victor.  He  followed  the  pursuits 
of  an  agriculturist,  as  did  his  father.  Tie  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  married  Katherine 
kuhl,  who  was  born  in  that  countrv.  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Kuhl,  a farmer  by  vocation. 
All  of  the  five  children  born  to  them  grew  to 
maturity,  namely:  Jens,  who  is  located  at  Ponca 
Agency,  ( ).  T.:  Thomas;  John,  a farmer  of  El 
Reno  township;  Peter,  who  lives  in  Tama 


county,  Iowa;  and  Mary,  who  also  resides  in 
Tama  county,  Iowa. 

Thomas  Jensen  was  reared  in  Germany  and 
received  an  excellent  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  country.  In  1864,  with  his 
brother  John,  he  came  to  America  by  way  of 
Hamburg  and  New  York  City.  His  brother, 
Jens,  had  come  to  the  United  States  in  1861  and 
fought  in  a Wisconsin  regiment  during  the  Civil 
war.  He  located  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  that  vicinity,  aijd  in  1865, 
after  his  father  had  located  on  a farm  in  Scott 
county,  went  to  live  with  him.  In  the  fall  of 
1867  he  went  to  Lincoln,  Neb.,  which  had  just 
been  laid  out,  'and  located  on  a farm  in  Butler 
on  the  Blue  river,  to  the  northwest  of  Lincoln. 
He  had  two  sections  of  raw  prairie  land,  which 
he  converted  into  an  improved  farm,  and  en- 
gaged in  cattle  raising  and  shipping,  sending  to 
the  Chicago  market.  He  also  engaged  in  the 
grain  business  at  Oetavia,  Neb.,  and  at  Surprise 
on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific  Railway. 
Selling  out,  on  April  22,  1889,  he  located  a qttar- 
ter  section  of  land  in  Oklahoma,  and  that  sum- 
mer helped  to  lay  out  El  Reno,  giving  a portion 
of  his  land,  as  did  Mr.  Foreman  and  Mr.  Thomp- 
son. The  next  winter  the  railroad  came  through, 
and  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  The 
southeastern  part  of  the  town  being  located  on 
his  quarter  section,  he  has  since  continued  in 
this  business  with  good  success. 

Mr.  Jensen  was  united  in  marriage  in  Butler 
county,  Neb.,  with  Sarah  Chamberlin,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Christian  Chamberlin,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Butler  county.  They  have  five  children : Nellie, 
a graduate  of  the  El  Reno  high  school,  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Hicks,  of  El  Reno;  Thomas  and 
Frank,  twins,  entered  upon  their  business  career 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The  former  is  assist- 
ant treasurer  of  the  Fort  Worth  Division  of  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific  Railway,  and 
the  latter  is  in  the  auditor’s  office  at  Fort  Worth. 
Harry  is  living  at  home,  and  Mabel  is  the  wife 
of  Horace  Humphrey,  proprietor  of  Kingfisher 
hotel. 

Mr.  Jensen  was  appointed  by  Governor  Steel 
to  the  board  of  county  commissioners  to  organ- 
ize the  county  and  actively  participated  in  the 
county-seat  fight  between  El  Reno  and  Frisco. 
In  Nebraska,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture in  t8Fo,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  session  in  1881  which  elected 
\ an  Wyck.  He  was  again  chosen  for  the  same 
office  in  1882,  and  in  the  session  of  1883  aided  in 
the  election  of  Manderson.  He  refused  to  run 
for  a third  term.  Fraternally,  he  is  a member 
of  El  Reno  Lodge  No.  7,  A.  E.  N A.  M.,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  chapter.  His  wife  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he 
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a Lutheran  in  his  religious  belief.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a member  of  the 
|;|  Reno  Club. 


JE.  JONES.  The  history  of  the  subject  of 
^ this  article,  of  his  father  and  brothers,  pos- 
sesses many  points  of  interest  and  inspira- 
tion to  young  men  of  ambition,  just  starting  out 
upon  independent  careers.  His  home  for  the 
past  seven  years  has  been  in  El  Reno,  where  his 
intluence  has  been  constantly  used  for  the  up- 
building and  permanent  welfare  of  the  place. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  J.  E.  Jones  it  is 
learned  that  he  was  born  in  Monmouthshire, 
England,  and  that  his  father,  David,  and  his 
grandfather,  Thomas  Jones,  were  natives  of  Gla- 
morganshire. Both  were  successful  farmers  and 
the  father  was  extensively  connected  with  the 
>tock  raising  business  during  his  residence  in 
Monmouthshire.  He  was  the  proprietor  of  a 
large  sheep  farm,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  his  fifty-fifth  year,  left  a goodly  fortune.  His 
wife,  a native  of  Breconshire,  Wales,  was  Gwen- 
fred,  daughter  of  Walter  Edwards.  He,  also, 
was  of  the  agricultural  class  of  his  country,  and 
his  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  eighty-four 
years.  Mrs.  Jones  accompanied  her  children  to 
America  after  the  death  of  her  husband  and  her 
demise  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Topeka,  Ivans. 
Of  her  eight  children,  only  one,  Edward,  has 
passed  to  the  silent  land,  his  death  having  taken 
place  in  Leadville,  Colo.  Thomas,  David,  Jo- 
sepli  and  John  are  extensively  engaged  in  the 
cattle  business  in  Texas.  They  are  wealthy  and 
highly  respected  in  their  several  communities. 
Thomas  and  John  Jones  are  ranked  among  the 
finest  financiers  and  leading  cattlemen  of  the 
Panhandle  region,  and  the  other  brothers  are 
about  equally  prominent  at  Hansford,  Tex.  The 
sisters  are  Mrs..  Annie  Duffy,  of  Topeka,  Ivans., 
and  Mrs.  Cecelia  Wright,  of  Canadian,  Tex. 

Born  July  n.  1851.  in  the  town  of  Pont-y- 
pool,  England,  J.  E.  Jones  spent  his  boyhood 
in  that  locality,  and  received  a good  education 
in  the  public  schools.  I11  1868  he  set  his  family 
an  example  which  they  subsequently  followed — 
coming  to  America,  where  he  rightly  believed 
that  a young  man  stands  a better  chance  to  make 
his  way  in  the  business  world.  After  working 
in  the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland 
for  about  a year  he  returned  to  England  on  a 
visit  and  in  the  fall,  when  he  again  sailed  for 
this  country,  his  family  accompanied  him.  He 
went  to  Shawnee  county,  Ivans.,  and  carried  on 
a farm  in  that  locality  for  about  five  years.  After 
his  marriage,  December  21,  1873,  he  removed  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Boulder.  Colo.,  where  he 
"pened  and  operated  a coal  mine,  the  town  of 
Davidson  being  the  nearest  base  of  supplies.  In 


1880  he  disposed  of  his  property  there,  and  lo- 
cating in  the  Panhandle,  in  Texas,  settled  upon 
what  was  known  as  the  “J.  E.  J.  Ranch,”  which 
was  gradually  enlarged  until  it  comprised  some 
five  sections.  Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Sweetwater,  it  afforded  splendid  pastur- 
age for  cattle,  and  the  owner  embarked  in  the 
cattle  business  extensively.  The  first  section 
of  land  on  which  he  placed  fences,  and  all  of  his 
first  expenditures  were  extremely  high,  as  it  cost 
him  over  a thousand  dollars  to  fence  the  land, 
wire  being  fourteen  cents  a pound,  and  the 
first  one-hundred-and-forty-pound-sack  of  corn, 
bought  in  Mobeetie,  cost  five  dollars  and  sixty 
cents.  Altogether  he  fenced  about  thirty  thou- 
sand acres  of  land — some  seventy-five  miles  of 
fencing,  and  the  average  cost  was  seventy-five 
dollars  per  mile.  In  the  early  part  of  the  '80s 
Air.  Jones  often  had  to  pay  fifty  cents  a pound 
for  butter  and  one  dollar  for  a dozen  of  eggs, 
other  necessaries  being  in  proportion.  At  the  end 
of  thirteen  years  he  sold  all  but  one  section  of  the 
ranch  and  took  up  his  abode  in  El  Reno.  He 
was'  one  of  the  first  men  to  introduce  fine 
blooded  stock  into  the  Panhandle  region,  and 
his  high  grade  Durhams  have  commanded  the 
best  market  prices  at  all  times,  his  special  brand, 
"J.  E.  J.,”  on  the  left  side,  always  being  a guar- 
antee of  superiority.  From  1893  to  1896  he  was 
occupied  in  furnishing  beef  to  the  United  States 
troops  and  to  the  Indians,  on  government  con- 
tracts, having  four  markets,  El  Reno,  Darling- 
ton, Fort  Supply  and  Fort  Reno.  For  the  past 
four  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  managing  his 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  ranch,  which  adjoins 
El  Reno  on  the  northern  boundary.  He  makes 
a specialty  of  feeding  about  two  hundred  cattle 
for  the  market  each  year,  and  is  prospering  in 
this  enterprise. 

While  a resident  of  Wheeler  county,  Tex.,  Mr. 
Jones  served  as  a county  commissioner  several 
terms,  and  for  many  years,  or  until  he  left  that 
state,  was  a member  of  the  Northwestern  Texas 
Live  Stock  Association.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  affiliated  with  the  Territorial  Cattlemen's 
Association.  Since  the  spring  of  1S94  he  has  been 
one  of  the  school  directors  from  the  third  ward 
of  El  Reno,  and  largely  to  his  energy  and  public 
spirit  the  present  facilities,  buildings  and  fine 
system  of  education  here  must  be  attributed. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  of  El  Reno  Lodge  No.  7,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  while  in  his  political  faith  he  is  a 
zealous  Republican. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Tones  and  Miss  Ella 
Kibbe  took  place  in  Shawnee  county,  Ivans.,  in 
1873.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  resided  in  that 
state  until  she  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  when 
she  removed  to  Kansas.  Rov,  the  eldest  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  is  an  enterprising  young 
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business  man,  now  engaged  in  managing  a meat 
market  in'  El  Reno.  Cecelia,  who  possesses 
marked  musical  ability,  is  employed  as  a sten- 
ographer by  the  firm  of  Blake  & Blake,  of  this 
city.  Clyde  is  a high  school  student,  and  the 
younger  sons  arc  named  respectively,  Ira  and 
Verne.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a member  of  the  C ongre- 
gational Church,  and  the  whole  family  is  held 
in  the  highest  regard  by  this  community. 


ROE.  II.  II.  KELLOGG,  superintendent 
of  schools  of  Canadian  county,  is  one  of 
the  foremost  educators  of  Oklahoma  and 
has  made  a record  for  efficient  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  progress  of  the  common 
schools.  He  was  first  elected  to  this  office  in  the 
fall  of  1896  and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  Jan- 
uary, 1897.  In  1S98  he  was  re-elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  against  the  fusion  candidate. 
The  legislature  having  extended  the  term  of 
office,  lie  will  retain  his  position  until  July,  1901. 
Linder  his  able  supervision  many  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  management  of  the  county 
schools.  The  standard  of  instruction  has  been 
raised  greatly,  salaries  have  been  advanced  about 
$12  per  month,  and  the  grades  have  been 
changed  so  that  now  a public  school  graduate 
is  entitled  to  admission,  with  examination,  to 
any  high  school  and  also  to  the  preparatory  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Oklahoma,  the 
Territorial  Normal  School  and  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College.  The  diploma  used  by 
the  territorial  board  for  grammar  school  gradu- 
ates is  the  product  of  his  own  pen,  the  design 
being  original-  with  him.  In  December,  1897, 
he  began  the  publication  of  the  School  Visitor, 
which  has  since  been  changed  from  a monthly 
to  a quarterly,  and  is  published  in  El  Reno,  in 
the  interests  of  the  public-school  teachers.  lie 
has  been  an  instructor  and  lecturer  in  every  in- 
stitute held  by  the  territory,  and  the  value  of 
his  work  in  this  connection  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. In  addition  to  his  duties  as  super- 
intendent, he  is  ex-officio  president  of  the  board 
of  health  of  Canadian  county,  whose  jurisdiction 
extends  beyond  this  county  and  includes  all  of 
the  Wichita,  Kiowa,  Comanche  and  Apache  res- 
ervations. 

In  a very  early  day  Benjamin  Kellogg,  the 
professor’s  grandfather,  removed  from  near  Sar- 
atoga, N.  Y.,  to  Pekin,  111.,  settling  on  a farm. 
During  the  Black  Hawk  war  he  rendered  active 
service.  II is  son,  John  T.,  a native  of  Pekin, 
and  a carpenter  and  builder  in  that  town,  re- 
moved from  there  to  a farm  near  llawlev.  111., 
and  afterward  was  chief  bookkeeper  to  the  1 law- 
ley  coal  mines.  For  four  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Eighth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  four  times  wounded, 


the  last  being  the  most  serious.  This  was  in 
the  battle  of  Guntown,  when  a ball  passed 
through  both  of  his  hips.  He  was  captured  be 
the-  Confederates  and  for  seven  months  lay  at 
Andersonville,  suffering  untold  agonies,  and  sus- 
tained only  by  his  determination  and  will  power. 
For  years  after  he  had  left  the  army  he  suf- 
fered from  this  wound.  He  also  suffered  from 
another  wound,  caused  by  the  bursting  of  a 
spent  shell,  which  broke  three  ribs  and  for  some- 
years  after  formed  an  abscess  that  no  treatment 
was  able  to  relieve.  It  was  this  wound,  coupled 
with  the  effects  of  his  hip  wound,  that  caused 
his  death  in  1891.  Altogether  he  received  eight 
gunshot  wounds  and  to  the  day  of  his  death  he 
carried  in  his  body  three  rebel  bullets.  After 
the  war  he  worked  as  superintendent  of  the 
Hawley  mine  until  the  fall  of  1869,  when  he 
removed  to  Vernon  county,  Mo.,  and  engaged  in 
farming  there  until  lie  died.  He  was  an  active 
Republican  and  a Grand  Army  man.  Seven  days 
after  his  death  his  wife  passed  away.  She  was, 
in  maidenhood,  Jennie  S.  Stewart,  and  was  born 
near  Pekin,  being  the  daughter  of  an  eastern 
family,  of  Scotch  descent. 

The  only  child  of  his  parents,  II.  H.  Kellogg 
was  born  in  Pekin,  111.,  December  10,  1S62.  He 
was  reared  near  Nevada,  Mo.  From  the  time  he 
was  eleven  years  of  ag_e  lie  had  charge  of  the 
home  farm,  his  father's  health  preventing  him 
from  doing  manual  work.  He  had  no  advant- 
ages in  boyhood.  Indeed,  there  seemed  little 
prospect  of  his  gaining  an  education.  However, 
lie  had  inherited  his  father’s  determination  and 
would  not  allow  adverse  circumstances  to  daunt 
him.  He  taught  school  for  a year  and  with  the 
money  thus  earned  entered  upon  a three  years’ 
course  in  the  Western  Normal  College  at  Shen- 
andoah, Iowa.  In  1885  he  graduated  with  the 
first  honors  of  the  class.  While  there  he  took 
a special  course  in  penmanship  and  became 
known  for  his  superiority  in  that  line.  After 
graduating  he  taught  penmanship  and  commer- 
cial branches  in  a business  college  in  Minnesota, 
at  the  same  time  taking  the  regular  course  in  the 
college,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1887.  Next 
he  accepted  a position  as  principal  of  the  Moun- 
tain City  Business  College  at  Chattanooga, 
Term.,  where  lie  remained  until  1S90.  His 
father’s  illness  then  called  him  home  and  he 
looked  after  the  farm  until  ids  parents  died.  lit 
the  fall  of  1S91  he  went  to  Columbus.  Ohio,  and 
took  a post-graduate  course  in  the  Zaneria  Art 
College.  In  the  fall  of  1802  he  accepted  the 
principalship  of  the  commercial  department  in 
the  Afton  (Iowa)  Normal  College,  of  which,  in 
1 894  he  was  elected  president.  Resigning  that 
position  at  the  close  of  the  school  vear  in  1895. 
he  came  to  Oklahoma,  and  settled  on  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  24,  township  12,  range 
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S west.  This  place  lie  improved  and  has  since 

operated. 

In  the  fall  of  1895  he  accepted  a position  as 
n aclier  at  Union  City,  and  drove  back  and  forth, 
a distance  of  twenty-one  miles,  each  day.  He 
x\;:s  occupied  in  this  way  at  the  time  of  his  nom- 
ination for  county  superintendent  of  schools. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Territorial  Teachers’ 
Association,  and  has  served  on  its  executive 
committee.  The  meetings  of  the  association 
have  had  the  advantage  of  his  assistance  and 
counsel,  and  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  sum- 
mer institutes.  Any  plan  for  the  advancement 
of  the  schools  receives  his  earnest  consideration 
and,  when  once  convinced  of  its  utility,  he  spares 
no  effort  to  secure  its  adoption  in  his  own 
count!'.  While  his  attention  is  very  closely  given 
to  educational  work,  he  finds  a pleasant  relaxa- 
tion from  official  duties  in  the  management  of 
his  farm,  which  he  still  superintends  personally 
and  on  which  he  is  engaged  in  breeding  high 
grade  and  full-blooded  Short-horn  Durham 
cattle.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican; 
in  religion,  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Knights 
of  I’vthias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  In  Iowa, 
in  1889,  he  married  Artie  E.  Hardman,  who  was 
born  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  a minister  in  the  Christian  Church.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Mvron  M.  and  Anita 
Pearl. 


HENRY  CLAY  CUSEY.  This  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war  is  in  charge  of  the 
agency  farm  maintained  by  the  govern- 
ment in  the  interests  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arap- 
ahoe Indians  of  Darlington  and  vicinity.  He 
is  justly  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  he  has  deal- 
ings, for  he  carries  into  every  transaction  the 
same  spirit  of  fairness  and  justice  which  has  ani- 
mated him  throughout  his  life.  The  following 
facts  which  have  been  gleaned  in  regard  to  him 
will  be  perused  with  great  interest  by  his  multi- 
tudes of  friends  here  and  elsewhere. 

1 1 is  great-grandfather,  John  Ctisey,  was  the 
\ounger  son  of  an  old,  wealthy  family  in 
England.  Rebelling  against  the  time-honored 
custom  of  giving  estates  and  the  major  portion 
"f  the  family  riches  to  the  first-born  son,  and 
cordially  disliking  the  army  life  to  which  he  was 
unwillingly  consigned,  he  deserted  the  British 
forces  with  sixtv  other  comrades  and  joined  the 
brave  little  band  of  Americans  who  were  fight- 
ing for  independence.  He  loyally  supported 
•heir  cause  under  General  Washington’s  leader- 
-hip  for  six  years  and  seven  months,  or  until 
Getory  perched  on  the  patriots’  banners,  lie 
participated  in  a great  many  hard  fought  bat- 
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ties,  and  at  last  was  shot  through  one  lung. 
Thenceforth,  until  his  death  in  1796,  he  suffered 
terribly,  but  bravely  took  up  the  regular  duties 
of  life  when  his  adopted  country  no  longer 
needed  his  services.  Ilis  son.  Job  Cusey,  born 
in  1794,  near  Ellicott’s  Mills,  Md.,  was  reared  by 
Ezekiel  Weeks,  a farmer,  and  a former  comrade 
of  the  elder  Cusey  during  the  Revolution.  Job 
Cusey  possessed  the  same  patriotic  spirit  that 
had  animated  his  father  before  him,  and  when 
the  second  war  with  England  broke  out  he 
enlisted,  and  though  he  was  small  for  his  age,  he 
was  employed  as  a teamster.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  went  to  the  Western  Reserve,  in  Ohio, 
and  there  reared  his  family.  In  1836  the  Cuseys 
removed  to  McLean  county,  111.,  and  representa- 
tives of  the  family  are  now  to  be  found  in  various 
parts  of  the'  west. 

Job,  father  of  Henry  Clay  Cusey,  was  a native 
of  Richland  county,  Md.  He  married  Sarah 
Ford,  who  came  of  a respected  family.  Her 
brother,  Thomas  H.  Ford,  once  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  lieutenant-governor  of  Ohio;  in  1 86 r 
had  charge  of  the  public  printing  of  that  state, 
and  for  a period  was  the  partner  of  Hon.  John 
Sherman,  late  secretary  of  state.  The  eldest  son 
of  Job  and  Sarah  Cusey,  Hon.  John  Cusev,  occu- 
pied an  important  place  in  his  prime,  as  he  was 
a member  of  the  state  board  of  education  and  a 
representative  from  McLean  county  to  the  Illi- 
nois legislature.  Another  son,  James  C.  Cusey, 
was  nominated  on  the  Reform  ticket  for  the 
office  of  governor  of  Kansas,  and  lacked  but  a 
few  votes  of  being  elected.  He  now  is  engaged 
in  stock-raising  on  a ranch  near  Medicine 
Lodge,  Kans. 

Henry  Clay  Cusey  was  born  in  Bloomington, 
111.,  in  1843.  and  was  only  three  years  old  when 
death  deprived  him  of  his  father.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  Humboldt 
count)',  Iowa,  where  he  lived  upon  a farm.  His 
educational  advantages  were  slight,  but  he  was 
ambitious  and  about  the  time  that  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  he  had  paid  his  tuition  for  five  years 
of  instruction  at  the  Mount  Vernon  (Iowa) 
Academy. 

Possessing  the  same  patriotism  for  which  his 
forefathers  had  been  noted,  H.  C.  Cusev  offered 
himself  to  his  country  and  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  August  22, 1862. 
Assigned  to  the  department  of  the  Mississippi 
he  served  under  Generals  Sherman  and  Grant 
and  took  part  in  numerous  important  cam- 
paigns. He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  battles 
of  the  Red  river  region,  his  leader  being  Gen. 
A.  J.  Smith,  and  after  moving  against  General 
Price,  who  was  making  a raid  in  Missouri,  he 
returned  with  his  regiment  to  Nashville.  Later 
he  accompanied  the  Federal  troops  in  the  famous 
operations  in  Alabama,  including  the  battles  of 
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Spanish  Fort  and  Blakely.  Though  he  was  in 
the  thickest  of  many  a fight  and  had  his  clothes 
riddled  with  bullets  on  numerous  battle-fields, he 
went  through  the  war  without  receiving  a wound 
or  being  captured.  He. was  acting  as  an  orderly 
one  day  when  his  horse  was  shot  under  him  and 
killed,  and  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  while  he  was  occu- 
pied in  unloading  a transport,  he  fell  and  so 
badly  sprained  his  ankle  that  he  has  suffered 
great  inconvenience  with  it  ever  since.  He  was 
granted  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  service 
August  24,  1865. 

Mr.  Cusey  married  Mary  E.  Atkinson  in 
Humboldt  county,  Iowa,  November  22,  1867. 
She  was  born  and  reared  in  Macoupin  county, 
111.,  and  on  the  4th  of  July,  1894,  she  was  sum- 
moned to  the  silent  land.  Her  body  was  interred 
in  the  cemetery  at  Arkansas  City,  Ivans.  Three 
children  are  left  to  mourn  her  loss,  namely : 
Jennie  L.,  Ollie  and  Ruth.  Ollie,  who  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  Olathe  (Ivans.)  schools,  is  employed 
as  a clerk  in  El  Reno.  Ruth  is  a member  of  the 
El  Reno  high  school  class  of  1901. 

From  1868  to  1898  Mr.  Cusey  dwelt  in  Olathe, 
Kans.,  his  time  for  a score  of  years  beingdevoted 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  a farm  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  owned. 
In  1888  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business 
in  the  same  town,  and  for  a decade  was  engaged 
in  that  venture,  which  proved  to  be  disastrous  in 
the  end,  though  for  five  years  it  was  a success. 
Mr.  Cusey,  unfortunately,  lost  most  of  his 
hardly-won  fortune,  but  he  conscientiously  met 
every  obligation  to  the  last  farthing. 

While  still  a resident  of  Humboldt  county  Mr. 
Cusey  was  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  on  the 
Republican  ticket  and  as  such  he  served  until  he 
removed  to  Kansas.  In  1872  he  was  appointed 
deputy  United  States  marshal  for  western  Kan- 
sas, but  refused  to  qualify.  On  one  occasion, 
when  he  was  ill,  Mid  entirely  without  his  sanc- 
tion or  knowledge,  he  was  nominated  as  county 
commissioner  of  Johnson  county,  but  this  honor 
he  also  declined.  In  iScjo  he  was  appointed 
farmer  at  the  Indian  school  at  Chilocco,  Okla., 
and  at  the  end  of  three  and  a half  years  the 
change  of  the  administration  saw  a Democrat 
installed  in  the  office.  Later  he  was  appointed 
assistant  superintendent  of  that  agency,  but  poli- 
tics again  intervened.  Soon  after  President  Mc- 
Kinley’s election  he  was  appointed  to  supervise 
the  agency  farm  of  the  Navajo  Indians  at  Fort 
Defiance,  Ariz.,  and  March  20,  1898,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Darlington  agency,  where  he 
has  since  been  situated.  One  of  his  important 
duties  consists  in  the  inspection  of  all  cattle 
issued  to  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  at  this 
agency,  and  he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation 
for  efficiency  and  fidelity. 

Forty-seven  years  ago  Mr.  Cusey  became  a 


member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
during  this  long  period  he  has  officiated  in  nearly 
all  of  the  positions  of  the  several  congregations 
with  which  he  has  been  connected.  For  years 
he  served  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  church. 


EA.  HUMPHREY,  a leading  merchant 
and  prosperous  business  man  of  Okarche, 
came  to  Oklahoma  at  the  opening  of  the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  reservation,  in  1892. 
He  is  a native  of  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
son  of  R.  S.  and  Cornelia  (Emerick)  Humphrey, 
natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  comity,  that  state,  and  at  an  early  day 
removed  to  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  for  forty  years,  and  also 
built  the  first  flour  and  saw  mill,  which  now  is 
operated  by  his  former  partner.  He  died  while 
on  a visit  in  Kansas,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Ohio.  Although  seventy-eight  years 
of  age,  she  is  still  well  preserved.  Of  their  thir- 
teen children,  nine  are  living.  Our  subject’s 
paternal  grandfather,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
New  York,  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
representative  of  an  old  New  England  family. 

E.  A.  Humphrey  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Fayette,  Ohio,  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
When  a young  man  he  learned  telegraphy,  and 
was  employed  as  an  operator  by  a railroad  com- 
pany five  years.  I11  1886  he  went  to  western 
Kansas  and  took  up  land  in  Stevens  county, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  six  years,  being 
engaged  in  the  banking  business  at  Hugoton, 
and  serving  as  postmaster  under  President  Har- 
rison three  years,  and  as  deputy  county  treasurer 
two  years.  At  the  opening’  up  of  the  Cheyenne 
and  Arapahoe  reservation,  April  19,  1892,  he 
came  to  what  is  now  Okarche,  bought  a lot  and 
erected  thereon  a good  business  block,  being 
practically  the  first  to  open  a general  store  at  that 
place.  Although  he  began  business  in  a small 
way,  he  has  steadily  enlarged  his  stock  to  meet 
the  growing  demands  of  his  trade,  and  now  car- 
ries a stock  valued  at  $15,000.  Besides  his  store 
in  Okarche  he  operates  a branch  house  at  Inde- 
pendence, Custer  county,  Okla.,  and  is  interested 
in  raising  a good  grade  of  white-faced  cattle. 

In  his  native  county,  Mr.  Humphrev  married 
Miss  Maude  Donaldson,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children,  Nina  and  Helen.  The  familv 
is  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  Air.  Humphrey  affiliates  with  the  Masonic 
Lodge  at  Kingfisher  and  the  Knights  of  Pvthias 
at  El  Reno.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
upbuilding  and  advancement  of  his  town  and 
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county.  He  is  what  the  world  terms  a self-made 
man,  for  his  success  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  well-directed  and  energetic  efforts. 


FRED  N.  KERN,  who  has  conducted  a tail- 
oring establishment  in  El  Reno  since  1891, 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  success- 
ful business  men  here.  Born  in  the  village  of 
Steinmark,  Bavaria,  Germany,  December  7, 
1852,  he  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Pfen- 
nig) Kern.  His  grandfather,  Peter  Kern,  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  New  York.  In  1849 
he  went  west  to  the  gold  fields  of  California, 
and  died  there  in  Kern  county,  which  takes  its 
name  from  him.  Peter  Kern,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  has 
served  on  the  police  force  all  of  his  life.  He  was 
in  the  German  Army,  and  now  resides  in  that 
country,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eightv-six  years. 
He  married  Catherine  Pfennig,  who  also  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  died  there  when 
our  subject  was  but  seven  years  of  age.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Adam, 
who  served  in  the  German  army  during  the  war 
of  1870-1871,  and  lives  at  the  old  home;  An- 
drew, now  a conductor  on  the  railroad  in  that 
country;  John  Peter,  who  served  in  the  German 
army  nine  years,  and  now  is  a tailor  in  Illinois; 
F.  N.,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch;  two  sons 
who  died  in'  the  German  army;  and  two  chil- 
dren, who  died  when  young. 

bred  N.  Kern  was  reared  in  Steinmark  and 
attended  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  was  apprenticed  to  a tailor  for  three 
years,  and  thoroughly  learned  the  trade.  The 
next  five  years  were  spent  in  traveling  in  Ba- 
varia, Baden,  Wurtemberg,  Alsace-Lorraine 
and  Switzerland.  Then  sailing  from  Bremen, 
mi  the  steamer  Rhine,  he  landed  in  Boston  July 
A 1875,  the  trip  consuming  thirteen  and  one- 
eighth  days.  Following  his  trade  in  that  city  for 
eighteen  months,  then  for  a similar  period  in  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  he  next  located  at  Chi- 
cago, then  in  Freeport,  111.,  where  he  engaged 
in  merchant  tailoring  for  a period  of  nine  years, 
with  much  success.  In  February,  18S5,  he  went 
t"  Coklwater,  Comanche  county,  where  his 
brother  had  located  before,  and  there  they  en- 
gaged in  tailoring  together.  In  December, 
■891,  they  came  to  El  Reno,  and  started  in  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  Kern  Brothers. 
J.  P.  Kern,  who  served  two  years  in  the  council 
at  FI  Reno,  continued  as  a partner  until  1899. 
"hen  the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  our  subject  has 
since  continued  in  business  alone.  He  is  the 
oldest  tailor  of  the  city  and  has  the  largest  busi- 
ness. He  built  a comfortable  home  on  Barker 
avenue. 

Mr.  Kern  was  united  in  marriage  February 


26,  1880,  with  Mary  Bruwo,  who  was  born  in 
Brandenburg,  Germany,  and  came  to  America 
with  her  parents,  who  located  in  Illinois.  They 
are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Emma,  Ed- 

ward, Fred  K.,  Grover  and  Bessie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years.  'Fraternally,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Sons  of  Herman,  of  which  he  is  treas- 
urer; has  been  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen  for  twenty  years;  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  of  which  he  is  com- 
mander; the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows; the  Encampment;  and  Order  of  Rebckahs. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  al- 
though his  parents  were  Lutherans.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat  and  has  served  as  a com- 
mitteeman and  delegate  to  various  conventions. 


JAMES  E.  KELSO,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  merchants  of  El 
Reno,  O.  T.,  has  become  prominent  as  a 
business  man  through  fair  dealing  and  perse- 
vering industry  and  to-day  occupies  a high  posi- 
tion as  a citizen.  A son  of  J.  B.  Kelso  and 
grandson  of  William  Kelso,  he  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1S62,  in  Albion,  Noble  county,  Ind. 

William  Kelso  was  born  near  Kelso,  Scot- 
land, and  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica. Locating  in  Pennsylvania,  he  engaged  in 
farming  there  during  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  was  a prominent  Presbyterian.  J.  B.  Kelso 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  during  his  early 
manhood,  located  in  Noble  county,  Ind.,  where 
he  engaged  in  contracting  and  building.  About 
1868  or  1869  he  went  to  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  where 
he  still  resides,  and  has  served  as  one  of  the  city 
officials.  He  married  Miss  Bonner,  who  died 
in  Indiana,  and  of  their  two  daughters  and  two 
sons,  one  son  died. 

Mr.  Kelso  was  a lad  of  five  years  when  his 
father  moved  to  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  and  there  he 
received  his  early  schooling.  When  eleven  vears 
of  age  he  began  clerking  in  a grocery  store,  and 
in  1881  went  to  McPherson,  Kans.,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a clerk  for  five  years  in  a dry-goods 
store.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  he  went  to  Hart- 
land,  Kearney  county,  Ixans.,  and  opened  a gen- 
eral merchandise  store.  Fie  continued  there 
until  the  fall  of  ’9°.  when  he  came  to  Oklahoma 
territory,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following 
year  he  started  his  present  dry-goods  and  gro- 
cery store  in  El  Reno.  His  store  is  50x108  ft. 
in  dimensions,  and  he  carries  one  of  the  best 
lines  of  goods  in  the  town.  By  giving  his  entire 
attention  to  his  business,  in  which  he  is  thor- 
oughly posted,  and  being  a man  of  strict  integ- 
rity and  perseverance,  he  has  met  with  merited 
success.  Enterprising  and  public  spirited,  he 
lends  his  assistance  in  the  promotion  of  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  his  adopted  community. 
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Mr.  Kelso  was  married  in  El  Reno  to  Miss 
Rosa  Goenawein,  a native  of  Dearborn  county, 
Ind.  She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  El  Reno.  Our  subject  is  an  active  member 
of  the  following-  orders:  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  past  chancellor; 
Uniformed  Rank,  Knights  of  Pythias;  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  in  which  he  has  served  as  past  grand  noble; 
and  the  Encampment.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  has  been  chairman  and  secretary  of 
conventions,  and  has  served  in  the  city  council. 
He  belongs  to  the  El  Reno  Club.  Mr.  Kelso 
was  at  one  time  a stock-holder  in  the  Exchange 
National  Bank,  but,  as  he  could  not  give  the 
position  the  proper  amount  of  attention,  lie 
withdrew  from  the  same. 


CHARLES  S.  KETCH,  a thrifty  and  suc- 
cessful young  farmer  of  Grant  township. 
Kingfisher  county,  is  a native  of  Clinton 
county,  N.  Y.,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
1867.  His  father,  Mordecai  S.  Ketch,  was  born 
in  1846  in  the  same  locality  and  was  a life-long 
farmer,  also  dealing  extensively  in  live  stock. 
In  1869  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Illinois, 
where  he  dwelt  for  ten  years,  after  which  he  be- 
came a resident  of  Kansas.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  in  his  prime, — forty-two  years  of 
age, — and  his  loss  has  been  deeply  felt  by  his 
hosts  of  friends.  For  a number  of  years  he  was 
prominent  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  served  as  a member  of  the  Kansas  state  cen- 
tral committee.  He  was  of  German  'extraction, 
his  ancestors  having  been  early  settlers  of  New 
York  state,  and  his  father  having  passed  his  en- 
tire life  there.  The  mother  of  our  subject  also 
came  from  an  old  and  honored  pioneer  family  of 
the  Empire  state.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she 
was  Miss  Caroline  E.  Finn,  and  her  birthplace 
was  in  Clinton  county,  N.  Y.  At  present  she 
lives  with  her  son,  x-Mbert  L.,  in  Otter  township, 
Kingfisher  county.  Her  otlmt*  sons  are  Charles 
S.,  Frank,  of  Kingfisher,  Mordecai  S.  and  John, 
ami  her  only  daughter,  Jennie,  is  the  wife  of 
Sylvester  Mount. 

The  early  life  of  Charles  S.  Ketch  was  spent 
in  Illinois  and  Kansas,  chieflv,  and  most  of  his 
education  was  gained  in  Lane  county,  Kans. 
He  mastered  the  various  departments  of  agri- 
culture. and  after  reaching  his  majority  was  em- 
ployed for  a couple  of  years  on  the  Union  Pacific 
and  the  Kansas  Pacific  railroads.  He  continued 
to  make  his  headquarters  at  home  until  Okla- 
homa was  opened  to  settlement,  when  he  de- 
cided to  make  the  race  for  a home  of  his  own. 
Coming  here  from  Buffalo  Springs,  he  secured 
the  southeastern  quarter  of  section  4,  Grant 
township,  and  at  once  began  the  task  of  culti- 
vating the  tract.  For  about  two  years  he  lived 


in  Kingfisher,  where  he  was  employed  in  a gen- 
eral store,  but  in  the  fall  of  1899  he  returned  to 
the  homestead.  One  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
are  under  cultivation,  wheat  being  the  principal 
crop  raised,  and  this  is  of  a fine  quality.  The 
large  orchard  which  he  set  out  several  years  ago 
is  in  a thriving  condition,  and  many  other  im- 
provements have  added  much  to  the  value  of  the 
place.  To  some  extent  the  owner  is  occupied 
in  raising  cattle,  and  in  all  of  his  ventures  he  is 
meeting  with  success. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Ketch  has  been  an  act- 
ive member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district, 
using  his  means  and  influence  toward  the  eleva- 
tion of  education  and  in  the  promotion  of  all 
public  improvements.  Fie  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  also  is  his  es- 
timable wife,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  serv- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. In  his  political  creed  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. 

In  1891  Mr.  Ketch  married  Miss  Nora  Smith, 
daughter  of  William  R.  Smith,  and  six  years 
later  she  was  called  to  the  silent  land,  leaving 
two  children,  namely:  Charles  William  and 

Lynnora  E.  In  1898  Fir.  Ketch  wedded  the  lady 
who  now  bears  his  name,  then  Firs.  Ida  (Og- 
den) Spencer,  and  their  little  daughter  is  called 
Nora  O. 


EFLMETT  E.  FIARLEY.  Oklahoma  has 
been  the  stage  for  much  action  during  the 
past  decade,  and,  though  many  obstacles, 
natural  and  external,  were  experienced  by  the 
pioneers  in  the  first  years  of  their  residence  here, 
success  has  crowned  the  labors  of  these  heralds 
of  advancing  civilization  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance. 

Among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Grant  town- 
ship, Kingfisher  county,  Emmett  E.  Flarley 
takes  a prominent  place.  Flis  paternal  grand- 
parents were  natives  of  Ireland  and  Washing- 
ton county,  Pa.,  respectively,  the  grandmother 
being  of  Scotch  descent.  His  parents,  George 
and  Harriet  E.  (Hibbard)  Flarley,  were  born  in 
Cochranton,  Pa.,  and  near  Fleadville,  Pa.,  re- 
spectively. It  was  not  until  eight  vears  ago  that 
George  Flarley  left  his  old  home  in  Fleadville, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  dwelt  in  Kingfisher 
county,  where  his  two  sons,  Emmett  E.  and 
John  IF,  reside.  Femma,  the  onlv  surviving 
daughter,  is  the  wife  of  A.  E.  Evan,  of  King- 
fisher, and  Fliunie  FF,  deceased,  who  was  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  married  Robert  Lyle,  of 
Kingfisher.  The  birth  of  Emmett  E.  FTarley 
occurred  in  Fleadville,  Pa.,  January  29,  i860, 
and  in  that  locality  he  lived  until  he  was  twentv- 
six  years  of  age.  Having  mastered  the  details 
of  agriculture  and  the  carpenter's  trade,  under 
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the  instruction  of  his  father,  he  spent  a number 
of  years  in  these  vocations  in  the  Keystone  state. 
In  1885  he  went  to  Riley  county,  Kans.,  and  re- 
sided upon  a small  farm  near  Green  for  about 
five  years.  Selling  out  in  the  fall  of  1890,  he 
came  to  Kingfisher  county  and  purchased  his 
present  property  on  section  31,  Grant  township. 
In  the  spring  of  1891  he  planted  corn,  and 
though  for  three  seasons  there  was  somewhat  of 
a drought,  and  crops  were  not  very  good,  he  per- 
severed and  finally  was  rewarded.  Soon  he  had 
one  hundred  acres  under  cultivation,  about  four 
hundred  fruit  trees  planted  in  his  orchard,  and  a 
small  vineyard,  all  in  fine  condition.  He  raises 
some  cattle,  but  gives  his  chief  attention  to  the 
raising  of  cereals.  For  eight  years  he  and  his 
family  were  sheltered  in  a house  12x20  feet  in 
dimensions,  and  in  1899  erected  a new  dwell- 
ing 26x40  feet  in  size.  Now  he  is  on  the  high 
road  leading  to  prosperity,  and  is  beginning  to 
realize  from  his  long-continued  labors.  He  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  school  board  of  dis- 
trict No.  85,  and  uses  his  influence  on  behalf  of 
progressive  educational  systems.  In  the  fall  of 
1896  he  attended  the  county  convention  of  the 
Populists,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of 
that  party.  For  four  years  he  has  served  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1898  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  township  clerk,  in  both  capacities 
discharging  his  duties  in  a creditable  manner. 
One  of  the  organizers  of  the  Farmers'  Elevator 
Company  at  Kingfisher,  he  has  since  been  a 
stockholder  in  that  prosperous  concern. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  1881,  Air.  Marley  mar- 
ried Flora,  daughter  of  Oliver  P.  Unger,  a na- 
tive of  Minnesota.  Mrs.  Marley  was  born  in 
Virginia,  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Four  children  bless  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  wife,  namely:  Ralph  H.,  Archie  B., 
Harriet  E.,  and  George  Perry. 


CAPT.  GROSS  LONGENDYKE.  The 
story  of  this  gentleman's  life  is,  indeed, 
“stranger  than  fiction,"  and  possesses 
much  of  interest  to  the  general  public.  He  has 
sailed  the  high  seas  of  every  clime,  has  visited 
many  of  the  most  important  ports  of  the  earth, 
has  seen  life  in  every  phase,  has  met  royalty  of 
numerous  lands,  and  has  experienced  the  vicis- 
situdes of  frontier  life  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century.  In  marked  contrast  is  his  present  quiet 
career,  as  a citizen  of  Kingfisher,  but  he  never 
has  seen  cause  to  regret  his  choice  of  a place  of 
abode  for  his  declining  years. 

His  ancestors  came  to  America  with  Henry 
Hudson  in  1616,  from  Holland,  and  settled  in 
Albany  and  Mohawk  \ alley.  Subsequent  to 
the  dreadful  Mohawk  massacre,  they  located  in 
Sullivan  and  Ulster  counties,  same  state,  and 


for  generations  were  numbered  among  the  peo- 
ple of  that  region.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Longendyke,  a native  of  Sullivan 
county,  was  born  on  the  site  of  Rockland,  which 
place  he  helped  to  found  in  later  life,  and  there 
was  connected  with  its  mercantile  enterprises. 
His  father  was  a hero  of  the  Revolution  and 
many  Indian  wars,  and  he  served  in  the  war  of 
1812.  His  son,  Peter,  father  of  Gross  Longen- 
dyke, was  born  at  Stone  Ridge,  Ldster  county, 
N.  Y.,  and,  like  his  patriotic  ancestors,  he  en- 
listed in  his  country’s  army,  and  served  in  the 
Mexican  war  with  the  rank  of  an  officer.  For 
years  he  successfully  conducted  a hotel  in  his 
native  county,  and  in  1872  he  removed  to  Monti- 
cello,  Iowa,  where  he  died  after  reaching  three- 
score years.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  Sparling,  was  of -Holland-Dutch  descent, 
and,  with  her  father,  who  was  born  during  the 
war  of  1S12,  she  was  a native  of  Ulster  county, 
where  the  family  settled  at  an  early  period.  He 
was  a worthy  man,  a builder  by  trade,  and  very 
devout,  for  years  serving  as  sexton  of  the  old 
Dutch  Reformed  church  at  Stone  Ridge.  Mrs. 
Longendyke  also  died  in  Iowa,  and  of  her  six 
children  two  are  deceased. 

The  birth  of  Gross  Longendyke  took  place  in 
Kingston,  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1842, 
and  in  the  public  schools  and  Kingston  Acad- 
emy he  obtained  a liberal  education.  The  ad- 
venturous spirit  always  was  characteristic  of  the 
youth,  and  at  sixteen  he  embarked  on  the  whaler 
Falcon,  and  sailed  from  New  Bedford.  This 
barque,  then  owned  by  Thomas  Knowles,  is  yet 
afloat,  after  a lapse  of  forty-two  years,  and  prob- 
ably is  one  of  the  oldest  ships  in  active  service. 
The  lad’s  first  experience  as  a whaler  was  in 
the  vicinity  of  St.  Helena,  where  sperm  whales 
were  their  prey,  and  later,  wdten  the  ship  sailed 
to  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Good  Hope,  they  sought 
right  whales.  On  returning  to  St.  Helena,  our 
subject  became  a member  of  the  crew  of  the 
barque,  Washington,  of  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I.,  and 
went  on  a seventeen  months’  cruise,  chiefly  in 
the  south  seas.  This  ship  also  hovered  around 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  St.  Helena,  and 
the  western  coast  of  Africa.  Rising-  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a harpooner,  the  young  man  had  some 
exciting  hunts,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  in  the 
neighborhood  of  St.  Helena,  the  infuriated  whale 
which  was  being  attacked  by  the  crew,  turned 
on  the  little  boat  and  smashed  it,  but  the  men 
fortunately  escaped  with  their  lives.  At  the 
close  of  two  years  and  five  months’  absence  from 
America,  our  hero  landed  in  New  York  Citv. 

This  was  but  the  beginning  of  his  marine  life, 
however,  for  the  day  after  his  arrival  in  the 
metropolis,  Mr.  Longendyke  shipped  for 
Queenstown,  Ireland,  in  the  craft,  "Emma," 
and  thence  proceeded  to  Liverpool.  There  the 
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good  ship  was  loaded  with  a cargo  and  sailed  for 
Brazil,  conveying  two  of  the  first  railway  en- 
gines ever  used  in  that  country.  In  return,  the 
ship  received  a cargo  of  coffee,  and  started  for 
Falmouth,  England,  and  received  orders  to  sail 
to  Altoona,  a port  near  Hamburg.  There  the 
sailors  saw  Princess  Alexandra,  who  was  on  her 
way  to  England,  there  to  become  the  bride  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  Our  subject  next  took  a 
round  trip  on  the  Atlantic,  sailing  from  Glas- 
gow on  a vessel  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade 
with  Canada,  and,  after  a short  stay  in  Quebec, 
returned  to  Liverpool.  Taking  a position  as  sec- 
ond mate  on  the  Elizabeth,  bound  for  Colombo, 
Ceylon,  by  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  he 
had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  many  of  the 
ports  of  the  antipodes,  among  them  being  Ma- 
dras, Rangoon,  Bombay  and  Singapore.  Dur- 
ing the  detention  of  the  vessel  at  the  last-named 
city,  while  awaiting  a cargo,  he  joined  the  crew 
of  a small  ship  going  to  Shanghai,  China,  and 
there  obtained  a place  as  second  mate  on  the 
Lancashire,  which  went  to  Manila,  Luzon  Is- 
land, and  was  loaded  with  sugar,  for  the  Ameri- 
can trade.  Misfortune  awaited  the  brave  little 
freighter,  and  the  long  trip  to  San  Francisco 
was  never  completed,  as  the  sea  engulfed  her 
at  a point  about  sixty  miles  south  of  Formosa. 
The  crew  escaped  in  life-boats,  and  made  their 
way  back  to  Manila.  There  our  subject  took 
passage  in  a packet  to  Macow,  thence  to  Hong 
Kong,  where  he  accepted  a position  as  mate  on 
the  King  of  Algeria,  and.  going  to  'Manila,  aided 
in  loading  the  vessel  with  manilla  for  the  Bos- 
ton (Mass.)  trade.  This  long  voyage  was 
his  last  one  on  the  "salted  seas,”  completing 
the  most  eventful  period  of  his  varied  career — 
eight  years  "before  the  mast.”  He  rounded 
Cape  Horn  twice,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  thrice 
and  once  passed  through  the  Suez  canal.  Going 
to  Buffalo,  X.  V.,  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Bos- 
ton, he  embarked  on  the  schooner,  F.  T.  Barney, 
and  upon  reaching  Chicago,  was  made  second 
mate  of  the  vessel.  At  Marquette,  he  joined 
the  crew  of  the  George  Worthington,  acting  as 
mate  for  a year  or  more  and  then  being  pro- 
moted to  the  post  of  captain,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  for  two  seasons. 

In  1869  Mr.  Longendyke  went  to  the  west  on 
a hunting  expedition,  spending  the  winter  in  the 
Dakotas.  Then  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  he  tried 
his  hand  at  rafting,  going  as  far  as  Burlington, 
Iowa,  and  his  next  enterprise  was  with  the  St. 
1’aul  railroad,  having  charge  of  a gang  of  bridge 
builders  during  one  summer,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  contracting  for  bridges  and  other  rail- 
road construction.  For  two  years  he  carried  on 
a hotel  business  at  Monticello,  Iowa,  and  then, 
returning  to  Davenport,  he  became  a pilot  and 
master  of  a ship  plying  the  Mississippi  and  Rock 


rivers.  For  a period  he  was  financially  inter- 
ested in  coal  mining,  operating  mines  at  Blos- 
somberg,  III.,  and  running  a line  of  barges  to 
Davenport,  Muscatine  and  Rock  Island. 

Twenty-three  years  ago  Captain  Longendyke 
located  at  what  now  is  the  town  of  Burdette, 
Kans.,  and  for  a year  was  engaged  in  erecting 
a mill  there.  Then  he  went  to  Hodgeman 
county,  where  he  gave  his  attention  to  agricul- 
ture aud  to  the  live  stock  business,  his  trading 
point  being  Dodge  City.  Soon  he  made  a great 
name  as  a stockman,  and  was  chosen'  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Western  Central  Kansas  Stock  As- 
sociation. He  transacted  a large  and  lucrative 
cattle  business  for  several  years,  and  in  the 
meantime  edited  a newspaper  known  as  The 
Cowboy.  In  1887  he  became  the  secretarv  of 
the  Dodge'  City  Cattle  Company,  and  was  sent 
to  Rio  Janeiro,  South  America,  to  secure  land. 
After  satisfactorily  performing  his  mission,  he 
returned  to  the  north  and  then  was  employed 
by  the  Brazilian  Improvement  & Investment 
Company.  Again  he  was  sent  to  Brazil,  and 
secured  some  valuable  mineral  concessions  on 
Rio  Grand  De  Sule  river,  but  two  months  later 
Dora  Pedro  was  exiled,  and  in  February,  1890, 
our  subject  returned  to  Kansas. 

In  May,  1890,  Mr.  Longendyke  came  to  Ok- 
lahoma and  was  installed  as  mayor  of  new  El 
Reno  shortly'  afterward.  In  1891  he  came  to 
Kingfisher  and  that  summer  started  the  first 
cold  storage  plant  here.  In  company  with  J. 
K.  Wilson  he  represented  the  Anheuser-Busch 
Brewing  Company,  and  since  1892  has  been  that 
firm's  sole  agent  here.  He  superintended  the 
building  of  the  cold  storage  plant,  which  has  a 
large  capacity,  and  in  addition  to  attending  to 
the  local  business,  he  has  sub-agencies  at  Pond 
Creek  and  Medford.  He  owns  a quarter-section 
farm,  which  he  leases,  it  being  located  about 
twelve  miles  north  of  this  city.  Fie  also  has 
invested  in  the  new  Opera-house  company  and 
in  the  Farmers’  Elevator  Company.  Politicallv, 
he  is  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  for  three  years  served  as  a member  of  the 
council  from  the  second  ward,  being  re-elected 
in  1900.  While  in  Pawnee  county,  Ivans.,  he 
was  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  for  a period  acted 
as  clerk  of  the  district  school  board  at  Burdette, 
Kans.  In  Davenport  he  joined  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen,  at  Dodge  Citv  was 
made  an  Odd  Fellow  and  now  also  belongs  to 
the  Red  Men. 

The  marriage  of  the  captain  and  Miss  Caro- 
line Hickson  took  place  in  Davenport,  Iowa, 
October  31,  1871.  She  is  a native  of  that  citv, 
and  is  one  of  nine  children  born  to  John  and 
Edith  (Shumard)  Hickson.  Four  of  her  broth- 
ers served  in  the  Civil  war,  three  being  identified 
with  Iowa  regiments  and  one  with  an  Illinois 
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regiment.  One  of  the  number  died  while  in  the 
army.  The  parents  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
the  mother  being  of  French  descent,  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Shumard.  John  Hickson 
was  an  early  settler  of  Scott  county,  111.,  as  he 
located  a farm  there  in  1839,  and  his  death 
occurred  twenty  years  later.  His  widow  resides 
in  Dixon,  Iowa,  in  which  place  much  of  Mrs. 
Longendyke’s  girlhood  was  passed.  She  pre- 
sides with  grace  and  dignity  over  her  attractive 
home,  and,  like  her  husband,  is  very  popular 
with  all  of  her  acquaintances. 


WILLIAM  LAYTON.  The  indefatigable 
energy  which  the  English  people  pos- 
sess, and  by  which  they  have  made  such 
wonderful  strides  along  the  lines  of  progress  in 
every  department  of  life’s  activities,  finds  an  ex- 
ponent in  William  Layton,  who  has  improved  a 
fine  homestead  in  Cimarron  township.  King- 
fisher county,  and  is  numbered  with  the  practical 
agriculturists  and  stock-raisers  of  Oklahoma  ter- 
ritory. 

Born  in  Northamptonshire,  England,  in  1843, 
Mr.  Lavton  is  a son  of  Thomas  Layton,  who 
was  a prosperous  tiller  of  the  soil.  For  some 
time  after  arriving  at  maturity  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  a large  scale,  and  often 
kept  a good-sized  herd  of  cattle.  In  18S6  he 
removed  with  Iris  family  to  the  United  States, 
where,  he  bfih.ved  that  better  opportunities  for 
could  be  had,  and  this  he  has 
- v.t  satisfaction,  realizing  a snug 
1 ce ; ■ • - : n a few  years,  as  the  result  of 

' • first  winter  of  his  stay  in  this 
i '.-;  ,fi  . mi  v : spent  at  Ogle  county,  Hi., 

a ;■  • ! ing  O 1889  he  removed  to  Flarper 
• u r;,  e,  Karrs.,  where  he  rented  a farm  until 
1 W-  :•  .ma  was  thrown  open  to  settlement. 

April  22,  1889,  Mr.  Layton  made  the  race  into 
this  land'  of  promise,  and,  though’  he  was  not 
fin!  in  securing  a claim  such  as  he  de- 
ad fie  purchased  his  present  homestead  on 
the  lAifiaving  day,  filing  papers  to  the  same  on 
die  4th  of  May.  That  summer  he  passed  in 
Kufisas,  but  in  the  autumn  commenced  building 
a good,  substantial  house,  and  set  about  the  task 
"i  making  other  improvements  upon  the  place. 
Now  he  has  placed  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  as  he  desired  more 
land  for  the  raising  of  wheat  he  bought  prop- 
erty until  he  now  owns  four  hundred  acres,  and 
plants  all  but  one  hundred  acres  of  this  with 
wheat.  It  was  seven  years  after  his  settlement 
here  that  he  had  sufficient  means  ahead  to  enable 
him  to  buy  some  coveted  land — the  southwest- 
ern quarter  of  section  4,  Kingfisher  township, 
though  two  years  previously  he  had  invested  in 
eighty  acres  situated  in  the  southwestern  part 
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of  section  14.  Fie  raises  short-horn  cattle, 
horses,  mules  and  hogs,  and  is  realizing  good 
financial  returns  from  live  stock.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  farm  buildings  and  every  portion  of 
the  homestead  speaks  well  for  the  enterprise  of 
the  owner,  who  has  been  ably  assisted  in  his 
labors  by  his  four  sons,  all  promising  young 
men. 

Since  receiving  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Lav- 
ton  has  voted  for  Democratic  men  and  meas- 
ures. He  is  a member  of  the  local  school  board 
and  was  influential  in  organizing  the  educational 
system  now  enjoyed  by  the  children  of  district 
No.  1 15,  acting  on  the  first  board  of  directors 
here. 

July  19,  1873,  in  England,  Mr.  Layton  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte 
(Groom)  Negus.  The  father  was  the  oldest  ten- 
ant on  the  great  estate  of  the  Duke  of  Bleuch, 
and  his  ancestors,  for  three  hundred  years,  lived 
and  died  on  that  same  landed  possession,  which 
some  centuries  ago  belonged  to  the  Montagues. 
The  home  of  the  Negus  family  was  within  two 
miles  of  Birnwell  Castle,  and  the  dwelling  of  the 
Grooms  also  was  not  far  from  the  village  of 
Polebrook,  on  the  same  estate,  and  they,  too, 
for  generations  were  tenants  of  the  Dukes  of 
Bleuch.  Mrs.  Layton,  the  youngest  of  three 
children,  is  the  mother  of  four  manly  sons, 
namely:  Charles  W.,  Thomas  A.,  John  N.  and 

Harry,  and,  without  exception,  they  are  a credit 
to  their  esteemed  parents,  and,  like  them,  are  de- 
servedly popular  with  all  of  their  acquaintances. 


ROBERT  P.  KIRBY,  who  owns  a fine  home- 
stead on  section  4,  Logan  township,  King- 
fisher county,  is  actively  aiding  in  the  great 
work  of  developing  the  resources  of  Oklahoma. 
Beginning  Ins  career  here  without  means,  he  has 
gradually  worked  his  way  upward  to  a position 
of  affluence,  and  in  the  meantime  has  so  loyally 
met  every  obligation  resting  upon  him  as  a citi- 
zen that  he  has  won  the  sincere  respect  of  his 
neighbors  and  acquaintances. 

In  tracing  the  family  history  of  our  subject  it 
is  learned  that  five  brothers  bearing  the  name 
of  Kirby  emigrated  to  America  from  Ireland 
prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  that 
conflict  several  of  them  participated.  Three  of 
the  brothers  settled  in  Ohio  at  an  earlv  period 
and  the  others  proceeded  further  west.  Robert 
P.  Kirby,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Warren  county,  Ohio,  whence  he  went  to  De 
Witt  county,  111.,  about  1845.  There  he  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  about  fifteen 
years,  and  for  a portion  of  this  time  was  a mer- 
chant at  Clinton,  111.  In  1858  he  removed  to 
Ossawottomic,  Kans.,  where  he’ was  extensivelv 
occupied  in  raising  thoroughbred  horses,  fust 
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before  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  started 
with  some  live  stock  for  Texas,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  buying  a large  ranch.  He  was  never 
heard  from  bv  his  familv,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
he  was  murdered  by  border  ruffians  or  "Jay- 
hawkers."  He  was  a man  of  excellent  education 
and  business  qualifications,  and  was  held  in  gen- 
uine respect  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Phoebe  Graham.  She  was  a native  of  Warren 
county,  Ohio,  and  departed  this  life  twelve  years 
ago,  in  Illinois,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
Two  of  her  children  also  have  passed  to  the 
silent  land,  and  of  the  eight  surviving  ones  only 
two,  R.  P.  and  Mrs.  Coppenbarger,  are  residents 
of  this  territory. 

The  birth  of  Robert  P.  Kirby  took  place  in 
DeWitt  county,  111.,  in  1851,  and  in  his  youth  he 
learned  the  practical  details  of  farming  and  busi- 
ness affairs.  In  1878  he  removed  to  Sumner 
county,  Kans.,  and  for  two  years  carried  on  a 
farm  belonging  to  his  brother.  Then,  purchas- 
ing the  place,  he  continued  to  cultivate  the 
homestead  until  the  summer  of  1881,  when  he 
removed  to  Franklin  county,  Iowa,  and  in  com- 
pany with  the  firm  of  Ferris  Brothers  com- 
menced raising  nursery  stock.  Later  he  became 
the  partner  of  S.  W.  Ferris,  in  the  same  line  of 
business,  and  continued  to  devote  his  energy  to 
this  specialty  until  shortly  before  the  time  set  for 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma,  when  he  sold  out  his 
interest  to  Mr.  Ferris. 

Making  the  race  on  the  22 d of  April,  1889, 
Mr.  Kirby  secured  a claim  on  section  33,  town- 
ship 17,  range  6,  Kingfisher  county,  and  for 
about  three  years  was  actively  occupied  in  im- 
proving the  place,  a large  orchard  being  one  of 
the  attractive  features  of  the  farm.  A favorable 
opportunity  for  selling  the  property  presenting 
itself,  he  disposed  of  the  farm,  and  in  its  stead 
bought  a tract  of  wild  land  in  the  same  town- 
ship, and  again  set  about  the  task  of  developing- 
a good  farm.  In  January,  189S,  he  traded  the 
place  for  his  present  one,  which  is  very  fertile 
and  desirable,  much  of  the  land  lying  along  the 
Walnut  and  Birds’  creeks.  He  has  set  out  a 
large  orchard,  and  has  cleared  the  timber  from 
several  acres,  while  he  retains  sufficient  forests 
to  meet  his  requirements  in  the  future.  The 
creeks  mentioned  and  two  good  wells  furnish 
plenty  of  water,  and  beautiful  shade  trees, 
planted  with  due  regard  for  the  general  appear-, 
ance  of  the  premises,  add  much  to  the  desirabil- 
ity of  the  homestead.  In  addition  to  his  gen- 
eral farming,  the  owner  raises  a good  grade  of 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs. 

One  of  the  first  directors  of  his  district  in 
Banner  township,  Air.  Kirby  labored  industri- 
ouslv  for  the  cause  of  education,  and,  when  the 
school  building  was  being  constructed,  person- 


ally worked  on  it  for  twenty-six  days,  and  do- 
nated this  to  the  community  as  a token  of  his 
zeal.  Of  late  years  he  has  been  a supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  is  the  present  chair- 
man of  the  county  central  committee.  Fre- 
quently has  he  been  sent  as  a delegate  to  conven- 
tions of  his  party,  and  though  he  is  a great 
worker  in  the  ranks,  he  is  perfectly  disinter- 
ested, having  no  desire  to  occupy  any  public 
office  or  receive  any  honors. 

In  1873  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Kirby  and  Char- 
lotte Personett  was  solemnized  in  DeWitt 
county,  111.  Their  eldest  child,  Minnie  F.,  is 
the  wife  of  O.  E.  Brewster,  and  the  other  chil- 
dren— Alvah  Carl,  Maude  and  Blanche — are  yet 
at  home,  assisting  their  parents  and  sharing  their 
joys  and  sorrows. 


HON.  E.  II.  LONG,  M.  D„  president  of  the 
Oklahoma  Magnetic  Healing  Institute,  is 
a man  of  wide  prominence  anti  is  one  of 
the  largest  land  owners  of  Oklahoma,  being  lo- 
cated near  El  Reno,  Canadian  county. 

Dr.  Long  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Ind.,  October  12,  1841,  and  is  a son  of  Harrison 
anti  Sarah  (Hardin)  Long.  Ilis  grandfather, 
William,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  lived  there 
until  his  death.  Harrison  Long  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  and  was  an  early  settler  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Ind.,  where  he  owned  four  farms 
and  was  a large  stock  raiser.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  forty-five  years.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. He  married  Sarah  Hardin,  who  came  of  a 
prominent  family  of  Hardin  county,  Ky.,  which 
county  derived  its  name  from  the  family.  Her 
father  was  Elisha  Hardin,  who  died  in  Indiana. 
She  died  in  Oklahoma  in  1895.  Six  boys  and 
five  girls  were  born  to  this  union,  and  three  sons 
are  now  living.  G.  W.  Long,  who  was  a non- 
commissioned officer  in  the  Ninety-third  Illinois 
Infantry  during-  the  Civil  war,  was  seriously 
wounded  at  Chickamauga,  and  now  resides  at 
ShawneetoWn,  111.  J.  M.  Long  served  in  a Ken- 
tucky regiment  during  the  Mexican  war,  and 
now  lives  in  Linn  county,  Kans. 

The  Hon.  E.  IT.  Long  was  reared  on  a farm 
in  Indiana,  and  attended  the  district  schools. 
When  fourteen  years  old  he  began  clerking  in  a 
store,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  entered  upon 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  W.  W.  Duncan, 
of  Clay  county.  111.  He  began  practicing  in 
1864  in  Clay  county,  111.,  and  in  1865  was  com- 
missioned by  Governor  Yates  as  second  lieuten- 
ant of  Company  C,  ( )ne  Hundred  and  Forty- 
third  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  After  he  was  mustered  out  he  contin- 
ued his  practice  and  also  engaged  in  the  stock 
business  and  farming  near  Lewisville,  Clav 
county,  111.,  where  he  owned  several  farms,  ag- 
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negating  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
\\  idle  practicing  there  he  took  a course  of  study 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
,,f  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1873.  He  removed 
1. 1 Springfield,  Mo.,  in  1878,  and  practiced  there 
until  1879,  when  he  located  in  Fall  River,  Elk 
county,  Kans.,  there  continuing  his  professional 
work.  In  February,  1889,  he  removed  to  No 
Man’s  Land,  Beaver  county,  Okla.,  and  prac- 
ticed in  Benton,  also  engaging  extensively  in 
raising  cattle  and  horses.  Beaver  county  was 
opened  April  22,  1889,  and  was  the  seventh 
county.  He  bought  and  owned,  one  and  one- 
half  sections  of  land,  which  he  improved  and 
cultivated.  In  August,  1890,  he  was  elected  to 
the  first  territorial  legislature  from  Beaver 
county,  receiving  a majority  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-one  votes  over  his  two  opponents.  The 
doctor  is  a strong  Democrat  in  his  political 
affiliations,  and  ran  on  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket.  He  served  during  a stormy  session  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  and  took  a very 
active  part  in  the  work.  In  November,  1895,  he 
located  in  Canadian  county,  O.  T„  purchasing  a 
farm  twelve  miles  northeast  of  El  Reno.  He 
is  still  extensively  engaged  in  raising  thorough- 
bred and  standard  bred  horses,  having  about 
sixty-five  head  of  fine  horses  now,  but  has  closed 
out  his  cattle  business.  He  extensively  invested 
in  farm  lands,  and  now  owns  three  thousand  and 
forty  acres,  which  he  has  planted  to  grain  of  all 
kinds.  For  years  he  has  practiced  magnetic 
healing,  the  treatment  being  by  the  mind  or 
hands,  and  is  now  associated  with  Professor 
Morehead.  He  is  president  of  the  Oklahoma 
Magnetic  Plealing  Institute,  a chartered  institu- 
tion. 

Dr.  Long  was  married  in  Clay  county.  111., 
with  Catherine  Smith,  who  was  born  at  Paola, 
Ind.,  and  they  have  six  children  living:  G.  W., 
who  lives  on  one  of  his  father's  farms;  Mrs. 
Margaret  C.  Russell  of  Canadian  county;  Mrs. 
Lillie  O.  Moore  of  Beaver  county;  Mrs.  Laura 
Hnlit  of  Chickasha,  I.  T.;  Mrs.  Bessie  Hulit  of 
Chickasha,  I.  T. ; and  Frances,  who  lives  at 
home.  Religiously,  Mrs.  Long  is  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  church. 


SHELTON  MORRIS  has  one  of  the  finest, 
best  improved,  and  most  carefully  managed 
farms  in  Logan  county.  Situated  on  sec- 
tion 11,  township  17,  range  2 west,  it  has  been 
developed  from  a discouraging  state  of  wilder- 
ness and  sterility,  to  a condition  of  utility  and 
resource. 

Reared  on  his  father's  farnt  in  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  born  December  2,  1842, 
he  had  a fairly  happy  existence  until,  in  his 
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tenth  year,  his  young  life  was  saddened  by  the 
loss  of  both  father  and  mother.  His  parents 
were  Isaac  and  Martha  (Owncy)  Morris.  After- 
ward the  boy  lived  with  his  brothers-in-law  until 
his  sixteenth  year,  when  he  began  to  long  for 
a change  and  decided  to  go  to  Kansas.  There 
he  hired  out  as  a cattleman,  and  continued  in 
the  same  line  of  occupation  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  First 
Iowa  Battery,  an  independent  company.  He 
saw  service  in  various  parts  of  the  south,  in 
Alabama,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  other  states, 
taking  part  in  most  of  the  important  battles 
fought  there.  His  campaign  experiences  were 
remarkable  in  that  he  was  never  wounded,  cap- 
tured, or  laid  up  in  the  hospital. 

After  his  honorable  discharge  in  1865,  Mr. 
Morris  returned  to  Kansas  and  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  improved 
and  on  which  he  lived  until  1869,  when  he 
moved  to  Madison  county,  Ark.  There  he 
bought  some  land  which  remained  in  his  pos- 
session until  1879,  when  he  went  to  Cowley 
county,  Kans.,  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  acres.  In  1889  he  disposed  of  his  land 
and  was  foremost  in  the  rush  for  the  Oklahoma 
strip,  where  he  succeeded  in  pre-empting  a 
claim.  He  now  has  eleven  acres  of  orchard, 
the  output  of  which  contains  many  varieties  of 
fruit.  His  house,  barns,  and  outhouses  are  of 
the  best  possible  construction,  and  the  general 
convenience  of  things  is  increased  by  the  posses- 
sion of  a windmill. 

January  10,  1867,  Mr.  Morris  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Wood.  Of  this  union  there  are  four 
children:  Charles  married  Mary  McAdams,  and 
lives  on  a quarter  section  adjoining  his  father's 
land;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Sherman  Fountain, 
has  four  children  and  lives  in  Oklahoma:  Will- 
iam L.  is  married  and  lives  near  his  father;  and 
Nora  is  still  at  home.  Mr.  Morris  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  is  a member  of  the  Dexter  Lodge 
No.  156,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Dexter,  Kans. 


HL.  LUCAS,  of  Cimarron  township,  King- 
% fisher  county,  is  well  and  favorably  known 
to  the  people  of  this  section  of  the  terri- 
tory,owingto  his  efficient  and  praiseworthy  work 
as  treasurer  of  this  township,  in  which  important 
office  he  served  for  two  years,  and  four  years  in 
Kingfisher  township,  having  been  appointed  first 
to  the  position  by  Governor  Steele.  In  1897  he 
was  a candidate  for  the  office  of  county  commis- 
sioner, and  now  is  acting  as  treasurer  of  his  own 
township.  For  five  years  he  was  clerk  of  the 
local  school  board,  and  thus  assisted  in  the 
building  of  the  first  schoolhouse  erected  in  this 
region.  When  it  was  completed,  Prof.  J.  R. 
Hale  was  secured  to  teach  the  school,  which 
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enjoys  the  honor  of  being  the  first  regular  pub- 
lic school  in  active  educational  work  in  the  ter- 
ritory. He  has  possessed  great  faith  in  this 
country  since  lie  first  beheld  it,  and  has  done 
everything  within  his  power  to  further  its  prog- 
ress. 

H.  L.  L ucas  is  one  of  the  eight  children  born 
to  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Van  de  Vender)  Lucas, 
who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father's 
ancestors  were  Scotch  people  who  settled  in  the 
Keystone  state  at  an  early  day.  He  was  a crip- 
ple from  the  time  that  he  was  six  years  old  until 
his  death,  in  1898,  when  he  was  in  his  seventy- 
ninth  year.  Notwithstanding  his  misfortune,  he 
accomplished  a great  deal  in  his  long,  useful 
life,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him.  For  seven  years  he  served  as  an  apprentice 
to  the  tailor's  trade,  after  which  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a merchant  tailor  in  his  native  state, 
and  in  Indiana  and  Ohio.  From  1856  until  1885 
he  resided  in  the  Hoosier  state,  after  which  he 
lived  in  Nebraska  until  his  death.  His  wife  died 
befoi'e  his  demise,  at  their  old  home  in  Indiana, 
when  she  was  sixty-eight  years  old. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  1849,  ’u 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and  in  1852  he  removed  with 
the  family  to  Ohio,  and  four  years  later  to  In- 
diana, where  he  obtained  most  of  his  education. 
In  1864,  when  less  than  fifteen  years  old,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  served  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  days,  or  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  employed  at  garrison  duty 
chiefly.  For  several  years  afterwards  he  was 
occupied  in  his  trade  of  plastering,  in  Indiana, 
and  then  went  to  the  west,  where  he  prospected 
in  different  localities,  and  in  1869  made  an  over- 
land trip  to  Denver.  In  1S87  he  went  to  Dawes 
county,  Neb.,  and  there  improved  a claim,  which 
he  sold  in  1889,  and  on  that  site  now  stands  the 
town  of  Marcella. 

On  the  night  of  April  21,  1889,  Mr.  Lucas  was 
at  the  western  line  of  Oklahoma,  near  King- 
fisher, and  on  the  following  day  arrived  at  the 
farm  which  he  located  at  three  minutes  past 
twelve,  and  three  days  later  he  filed  his  claim 
to  the  property.  A few  improvements  were  in- 
stituted by  him  within  the  next  few  weeks, 
and  on  the  17th  of  May  he  was  joined  by  his 
family,  and  together  they  lived  in  a tent  for  a 
short  period.  In  July,  however,  he  completed 
his  present  house,  which,  as  it  is  twenty-eight 
feet  square,  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country 
at  that  time,  and  yet  is  one  of  the  best  in  this 
section.  He  was  obliged  to  haul  the  lumber 
from  Guthrie,  and  thus  the  structure  was  rap- 
idly  and  well  put  up,  under  the  circumstances. 
One  hundred  and  seven  acres  are  under  culti- 
vation, and  most  of  the  remainder  of  the  farm 
is  devoted  to  the  pasture  land  for  the  large  herds 


of  cattle  and  numbers  of  horses  which  the  owner 
usually  keeps.  The  fine  orchard  which  he 
planted  comprises  about  five  hundred  trees. 

Politically,  Mr.  Lucas  is  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  His . first  political 
office  was  when  he  was  appointed  a deputy  by  the 
sheriff  of  Wabash  county,  Ind.,  and  in  that  ca- 
pacity he  served  for  two  terms.  The  satisfaction 
which  he  gave  to  the  public  led  to  his  being 
called  to  higher  honors  in  later  life,  and  always 
has  he  justified  the  wisdom  of  his  friends.  For 
the  past  five  years  he  has  been  the  quartermaster 
of  Kingfisher  Post  No.  2,  G.  A.  R.,  and  for  a 
period  he  was  commander  of  the  same.  He  also 
is  past  noble  grand  of  Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  4, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a charter  member  of  the 
grand  lodge  of  Oklahoma,  in  which  body  he  has 
held  official  positions.  Formerly  president  of 
the  Farmers’  Elevator  at  Kingfisher,  he  is  now 
vice-president  and  a stockholder  and  a director 
of  the  company. 

In  1878  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Lucas 
and  Rebecca  Van  Fleet,  of  New  Jersey.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  promising  sons,  named, 
respectively,  E.  R.,  Leslie  and  Cecil. 


SAMUEL  H.  McCORMICK,  M.  D.  To  the 
veterans  of  the  Civil  war  a special  place  of 
honor  should  be  given  in  the  history  of  this 
now  prosperous  republic.  Dr.  S.  PI.  McCor- 
mick, a well-known  citizen  of  Banner  township, 
Kingfisher  county,  comes  of  a patriotic  family, 
many  of  his  relatives,  as  well  as  himself,  having 
battled  and  suffered  for  this,  their  beloved  coun- 
try.’ Several  of  his  ancestors  and  their  near 
relatives  were  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, prior  to  which  time  they  had  lived  in 
Virginia.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  McCormick, 
was  a native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  born  in  the 
city  of  Wheeling  (now  in  West  Virginia).  When 
Indiana  was  a young  state  he  cast  in  his  fortune 
with  her  few  inhabitants,  and  for  that  time  he 
was  considered  a rich  farmer,  as  he  owned  half 
a section  of  well-improved  land  and  had  abun- 
dant means.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-nine  years. 

William,  father  of  S.  H.  McCormick,  was 
born  .011  the  old  homestead  in  Virginia,  and  set- 
tled in  Owen  county,  Ind.,  in  its  earlv  annals, 
taking  up  a claim  near  the  one  owned  bv  his 
father.  Many  years  later,  in  1870,  he  removed 
to  Kansas,  and  has  since  resided  upon  a claim 
which  he  located  in  Cowley  countv.  He  has 
been  extensively  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  has  dealt  to  a large  extent  in  live- 
stock. During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was 
a soldier  in  the  Union  armv  for  thirtv  months, 
identified  with  Company  ( 1,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana 
Infantry.  P'or  years  he  has  been  prominent  in 
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Grand  Army  circles  in  Kansas,  and  in  his  vicin- 
ity is  well  known  for  his  activity  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  interests.  His 
faithful  wife,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss 
Nancy  Mulkey,  departed  this  life  in  1898,  in  her 
eightieth  year.  Five  of  their  nine  children  sur- 
vive. namely:  Samuel;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Bastin, 
of  Cowley  county,  Kans. ; Ethel,  wife  of  G.  C. 
I’.olend,  of  Kingfisher;  Mattie,  wife  of  William 
W.  Dill,  of  Wichita,  Kans.,  and  Mrs.  Alice  May- 
berry, of  Pueblo,  Colo.  The  birth  of  Samuel 
11.  McCormick  occurred  in  Owen  county,  Ind., 
and  his  boyhood  was  spent  in  the  Hoosier  state. 
He  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  same  company  as  did  his  father — 
Company  G,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 
The  youth  served  for  one  year  in  the  “Army  of 
the  Cumberland.”  and  at  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro was  severely  wounded.  For  two  days  and 
nights  he  lay  suffering  on  the  battle-field,  at  last 
being  taken  to  the  field  hospital  and  later  to 
Nashville.  Soon  discharged  on  account  of  his 
disability,  he  was  sent  home  and  there  slowly 
recovered  his  health.  His  studies  had  been  in- 
terrupted, and  he  now  resumed  his  high  school 
course,  subsequently  entering  Bloomington 
State  University.  In  1869  that  institution  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science,  and  he  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
more  serious  duties  of  life. 

After  devoting  three  years  to  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  Bloomington,  Ind.,  during  which  time 
he  had  pursued  medical  studies,  the  doctor  em- 
barked in  practice  at  Worthington,  same  state. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  he  removed  to  Saline 
City,  Ind.,  where  he  pursued  his  chosen  calling 
for  a period,  and  then  became  a resident  of 
Geuda  Springs,  Kans.,  in  1880.  During  the  nine 
years  of  his  residence  in  that  thriving  town  he 
enjoyed  a large  and  growing  practice,  but  be- 
lieving that  still  better  opportunities  awaited 
him  in  Oklahoma,  he  came  'to  this  territory, 
April  22,  1889.  He  was  fortunate  in  securing  a 
good  claim  in  the  southwestern  part  of  section 
17,  Banner  township,  and  began  making  good 
improvements  upon  the  place.  Planting  some 
three  hundred  trees  of  different  varieties  of  fruit, 
lie  has  carefully  watched  the  growth  of  his  young 
orchard,  which  is  now  bearing  good  harvests. 
In  connection  with  the  general  farming  which 
he  carries  on,  he  engages  in  general  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  has  won  the  respect  of  the 
community.  Desiring  to  further  qualify  himself 
for  his  work,  he  took  a course  of  lectures  in  the 
Louisville  State  University  in  Kentucky,  being 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine in  1893.  He  was  a member  of  the  Indiana 
State  Medical  Society,  and  in  1878  volunteered 
his  services  in  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  the 
South.  As  a member  of  the  Howard  medical 


119 

corps,  he  stayed  through  the  long  sixty  days’ 
siege  and  at  length  succumbed  to  the  fever  him- 
self. 

Neglecting  none  of  the  duties  devolving  upon 
a public-spirited  citizen,  Dr.  McCormick  loyally 
assisted  in  the  organizing  of  the  local  school 
district,  serving  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
education  for  several  years,  and  has  favored 
various  local  improvements.  Politically,  he  is 
a stalwart  Republican,  and  socially  belongs  to 
the  Kingfisher  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  for- 
merly was  active  in  the  Masonic  order. 

In  1876  Dr.  McCormick  wedded  Anna  Cof- 
fey, who  died,  leaving  two  children:  Samuel  L., 
of  Kingfisher,  who  died  in  April,  1900,  and  an 
infant,  also  deceased.  The  present  wife  of  the 
doctor  formerly  was  Mrs.  Ida  Barnum,  of  this 
county-  Her  father,  David  McPherson,  who 
now  lives  on  a farm  east  of  Dover,  Kingfisher 
county,  was  born  in  West  Virginia,  and  moved 
to  Henry  county,  Mo.,  at  an  early  day.  Thence 
going  to  Harper  county,  Kans.,  in  1889,  he 
came  to  Oklahoma  in  the  fall  of  that  year  and 
purchased  a claim  in  Excelsior  township,  where 
lie  now  resides.  His  wife,  mother  of  Mrs.  Mc- 
Cormick, was  Miss  Sarah  Wood,  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, in  her  girlhood,  and  of  their  three  chil- 
dren Mary  is  deceased,  and  the  only  son  is 
William  McPherson,  of  this  territory.  By  her 
previous  marriage  Mrs.  McCormick  had  one 
son,  Clyde. 


T OHN  F.  McGRATH,  who  has  been  one  of 
J the  foremost  business  men  of  El  Reno  since 
locating  here,  is  a member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  W.  F.  McGrath  & Co.,  grocers. 

Air.  McGrath  was  born  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
in  1833,  and  on  the  maternal  line  comes  of  a 
Quaker  family  of  Uxbridge,  Mass.  His  father, 
John  McGrath,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was  a 
young  man  when  he  came  to  America  about  the 
year  18 [5,  locating  in  Worcester,  Mass.  He  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building  there  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  vears.  In 
Massachusetts  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mehitable  Aldrich,  who  was  born  in  that  state 
and  was  a daughter  of  George  Aldrich.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them:  Mrs.  Ellen  R.  Hop- 
kins, of  Peabody,  Kans.;  John  F. ; and  Edward, 
deceased,  who  was  in  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin 
Infantry  during  the  Civil  war  and  was  severelv 
wounded. 

John  F.  McGrath  was  reared  in  Worcester. 
Mass.,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  about 
1850.  When  fourteen  years  old  he  entered  the 
printing  office  of  the  National  Aegis  of  that 
city,  learned  the  trade,  but  never  followed  it,  as 
he  disliked  the  business.  In  1850  he  began 
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clerking  in  a dry  goods  store,'  and  after  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years,  continued  two 
more  years.  He  went  to  Wisconsin  in  1855  and 
located  in  Portage  City,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  for  five  years.  In  i860  he 
went  to  Bad  Axe  county,  Wis.,  a’ d was  identi- 
fied with  the  Diamond  Joe  Line,  the  Northern 
Line  and  the  Dubuque  Packet  Companies  on 
the  Mississippi  river  during  the  war.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  Hastings, 
Minn.,  until  he  located  at  Newton,  Kans.,  two 
years  after  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Fe 
Railroad  was  built  through  there.  He  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  and  was  a very  promi- 
nent man  there.  He  served  as  councilman  for 
two  years,  and  built  two  brick  stores  and  two 
dwellings  there.  He  was  connected  with  the 
German  National  Bank  as  a director,  and  was  in- 
terested in  Mounds  Ridge  Bank  of  McPherson 
county.  In  1885  he  removed  to  Topeka,  Kans., 
and  followed  the  real  estate  business  until  April 
22,  1889,  when  he  went  to  Guthrie,  Okla.  Locat- 
ing a lot  there,  which  he  soon  sold,  in  May,  1890, 
he  settled  in  El  Reno.  Constructing  a building- 
on  Bickford  street,  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
and  banking  business.  He  organized  the  Com- 
mercial Bank,  and  served  as  its  cashier  until 
the  fall  of  the  same  year.  He  continued  his  real 
estate  transactions  until  1895,  when  he  started 
in  the  grocery  business,  and  met  with  success 
from  the  start.  In  1897  he  took  his  son  into  the 
firm,  the  firm  name  becoming  W.  E.  McGrath 
& Co.  He  owns  and  has  built  numerous  resi- 
dences and  business  houses  in  El  Reno,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens  here. 

Mr.  McGrath  was  married  in  Groton,  Tomp- 
kins county,  N.  Y.,  to  Eliza  Peck,  who  was 
born  there  and  died  in  Topeka,  Kans.  They  be- 
came parents  of  two  children : Warren  F.,  and 
May,  who  died  in  Topeka,  Kans.,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  He  formed  a second  union 
with  Mary  M.  Farnham,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont and  was  reared  in  New  York  State. 

Fraternally,  he  was  made  a Mason  at  Portage 
City,  Wis.,  and  belongs  to  that  order  here.  He 
is  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  the  territory, 
having  joined  the  order  in  1855.  He  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  being  secretary  of  the  Chapter, 
ami  is  the  ex-recorder  of  the  Knights  Templar 
here;  and  a member  of  India  Temple,  X.  M.  S., 
of  Oklahoma  City.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Topeka,  Kans.  Politically, 
he  is  enthusiastic  in  his  support  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

Warren  F.  McGrath  was  born  in  Hastings, 
Minn.,  April  24,  1872.  The  year  of  1887  was 
spent  with  his  father  and  family  in  California. 
He  received  a good  intellectual  training  in  the 
public  schools  of  Newton  and  Topeka,  Kans., 
and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  the 


latter  city.  In  1890  he  came  to  El  Reno  and 
was  identified  with  the  Commercial  Bank,  and 
in  1891  became  bookkeeper  for  the  Stock- 
Exchange  Bank  and  continued  as  such  for  six 
years.  In  1897  he  became  identified  with  his 
father  in  the  grocery  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  W.  F.  McGrath  & Co.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  El  Reno  to  Lottie  E.  Strong,  who  was 
born  in  California,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Mildred  May  and  Margaret  Blanche.  Relig- 
iously, he  is  a Baptist. 


EBERT  F.  MASTERMAN.  The  marked 
financial  ability  and  executive  genius  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  added  to  his  personal 
popularity,  were  the  reasons  for  his  being  called 
by  the  people  to  the  responsible  office  which  he 
is  now  holding — that  of  treasurer  of  Canadian 
county,  Okla.,  and,  needless  to  say,  he  is  giving 
complete  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  The 
influence  which  he  has  exerted  for  the  advance- 
ment of  this  region  cannot  be  overestimated, 
and  he  always  is  confidently  relied  upon  to  do 
everything  within  his  power  in  the  promotion  of 
the  right  and  true. 

Born  in  Nelson  township,  Tioga  county.  Pa., 
March  24,  1857,  our  subject  is  a son  of  Matthew 
and  Mary  (Runyon)  Masterman,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  of  Germany, 
respectively.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Henrv 
Masterman.  removed  from  Lincolnshire  to  Penn 
Yan,  N.  Y„  and  there,  as  formerly,  devoted 
his  energies  to  agriculture.  His  four  sons  and 
three  daughters  were  reared  to  take  useful  places 
in  the  world’s  activities,  and  eventually  became 
citizens  of  the  great  West.  When  the  time  came 
for  him  to  leave  home,  Matthew  Masterman 
located  in  Tioga  county,  Pa.,  with  his  family, 
and  in  a little  over  a vear  he  settled  in  Mill 
Creek,  Iowa  county,  Wis.  There  he  cleared  a 
farm  of  the  heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1859,  went  to  Salem. 
Ind.,  where  he  carried  on  a drug  business  until 
in  1878,  he  received  the  summons  to  leave  his 
earthly  labors.  .His  wife  was  the  daughter  of 
Milo  Runyon,  whose  last  years  were  passed  in 
farming  near  Penn  Yan,  X.  Y.  William,  the 
eldest  son  of  Matthew  and  Mary  Masterman. 
sleeps  in  an  unknown  grave  in  the  South,  as  he 
died  from  wounds  received  in  the  gallant  charge 
which  he  and  his'  comrades  of  Company  G. 
Eleventh  V isconsin  Volunteers,  made  during 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  The  second  son.  B.  1'.. 
now  a prominent  physician  in  Independence, 
Kans.,  was  assistant  surgeon  of  an  Indiana  regi- 
ment while  the  Civil  war  was  in  progress.  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Ranyard  resides  in  Wisconsin;  Mrs. 
Ellen  Calkins  makes  her  home  in  Mount  Blanco, 
Colo.,  and  Mrs.  Agnes  G.  Edmunds  lives  in 
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Kansas.  John  is  a well-known  contractor  of 
Spencer,  Iowa,  and  Emmett  is  vice-president  of 
the  Kansas  National  Bank  of  W ichita,  Kans. 

As  previously  stated,  A.  F.  Masterman  was  in 
his  third  year  only  when  death  deprived  him  of 
his  mother’s  care,  but  his  eldest  sister,  Mrs.  Rail- 
card, took  care  of  the  boy  until  he  Attained  the 
age  of  fifteen  years.  The  youth  then  became  a 
member  of  his  brother  John’s  household,  in 
Spencer,  Iowa,  where  he  completed  his  educa- 
tion in  the  high  school.  He  then  became  a clerk 
and  in  1880  began  learning  the  drug  business 
in  a local  establishment,  where  he  remained  for 
four  years,  also  serving  as  deputy  county  treas- 
urer of  Clay  county,  Iowa.  Having  determined 
to  become  a resident  of  Oklahoma  whenever  it 
should  be  opened,  the  young  man  went  to  Elk 
C ity,  Kans.,  where  his  brother  Emmett  was  con- 
ducting a drug  store,  and  continued  as  his  clerk 
for  nearly  five  years.  In  the  meantime  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  city  council  for  one  term 
and  was  the  city  clerk  for  a like  period. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Oklahoma  City,  April 
22,  1889,  Mr.  Masterman  located  the  lot  on 
which  the  opera-house  now  stands,  and  later 
sold  it  to  Mr.  Overholzer.  In  January.  1890, 
he  came  to  El  Reno,  with  which  place  his  des- 
tiny has  since  been  united.  He  had  shipped  a 
stock  of  drugs  to  Okarche,  the  terminus  of  the 
railroad,  hauled  lumber  from  that  point  to  El 
Reno,  and  built  the  second  store  erected  here. 
Situated  on  Beckford  street,  it  still  remains  in 
his  possession.  In  the  meantime  the  track  was 
being  constructed,  and  the  car  containing  his 
drugs  was  the  first  carload  of  merchandise 
brought  to  this  point.  The  first  druggist  in  this 
section  of  the  county,  he  continued  in  the  busi- 
ness until  the  spring  of  1897,  and  was  connected 
with  many  other  local  enterprises.  One  of  the 
organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  for 
some  time  vice-president  of  the  institution,  he 
then  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  same,  only  to 
return  later  to  the  ranks  of  the  stockholders. 

As  a member  of  the  first  board  of  eitv  fathers, 
Mr.  Masterman  accomplished  much  for  the  in- 
fant town  of  El  Reno,  and  in  the  spring  of  1898 
was  elected  to  a position  on  the  board  of  edu- 
cation, later  becoming  vice-president  of  the  or- 
ganization. His  general  ability  and  grasp  of  all 
practical  affairs  rendered  him  a fitting  candidate 
for  the  responsible  office  of  county  treasurer, 
and  in  the  fall  of  189S  he  was  elected  by  a small 
majority  over  the  "fusion"  nominee.  He  is  a 
loyal  Republican  and  one  of  the  great  workers 
in  the  interests  of  the  party.  Besides  acting  as  a 
delegate  to  numerous  conventions,  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  territorial  central  committee, 
for  two  years  was  the  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  same,  and  from  1894  to  1898 
was  chairman  of  the  county  Republican  central 


committee.  Socially,  he  is  a Mason  of  high 
standing,  being  a charter  member,  past  master, 
and  the  present  secretary  of  El  Reno  Lodge 
No.  7,  A.  E.  & A.  M.;  a charter  member  of  Key- 
stone Chapter  No.  9,  R.  A.  M. ; and  charter 
member  of  Ascension  Commandery  No.  3, 
K.  T.,  and  identified  with  India  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  also  is  a past  officer  in  the  Odd  b el- 
lows’ order,  and  belongs  to  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Masterman  and  Miss 
Sadie  A.  Ellsworth  was  celebrated  in  Milwau- 
kee, Wis.,  in  1 88 1 . She  is  the  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Ellsworth,  who  died  recently  at  Mazo 
Manie,  Wis.,  and  was  born  on  a farm  near  Madi- 
son, same  state.  Three  children  bless  the  union 
of  this  sterling  couple,  namely;  Lois,  Zella  and 
Urnta.-  The  family  have  a very  attractive  home, 
one  of  the  handsomest  residences  in  the  city, 
and  besides  owning  this  desirable  property,  our 
subject  has  two  excellent  farms  in  this  terri- 
tory. 


T N.  MITCHEM.  This  gentleman  has  had 
J . many  years  of  experience  in  dealing  in 
wool,  hides  and  furs,  and  since  1895  has 
made  his  headquarters  at  El  Reno,  Okla.  He 
was  born  in  Georgia,  his  native  county  being 
Morgan,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  is  November 
29,  1843.  He  is  a son  of  Murrell  Mitchem. 

Murrell  Mitchem  was  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, where  his  parents  had  resided  many  years, 
and  his  trade  was  that  of  a millwright  and  car- 
penter. He  moved  to  Morgan  county,  Ga., 
where  he  followed  his  trade,  and  died  there 
when  our  subject  was  a lad  of  but  ten  years. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Arnold,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  daughter  of 
Tames  Arnold,  who  was  a planter  of  that  state, 
and  later  moved  to  Sabine  county,  Tex.,  where 
he  died  in  1861.  Mrs.  Mitchem  passed  from  this 
life  in  1897.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  daugh- 
ters and  six  sons,  of  whom  five  are  still  living. 
They  are  as  follows:  Henriette,  who  died  in 

Georgia:  Emily,  still  residing  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Morgan  county,  Ga. ; Malinda,  also  liv- 
ing in  Georgia;  Columbus,  who  was  a soldier 
in  the  Confederate  army,  belonging  to  Com- 
pany E,  Fifty-third  Georgia  Regiment,  was 
wounded  at  Gettysburg,  and  killed  in  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness;  Eugene,  who  was  in  the 
Georgia  Cavalry,  and  died  in  prison,  being  taken 
a captive  in  the  first  battle;  Hcnrv  S..  who  also 
was  in  a Georgia  regiment,  but  died  after  the 
close  of  the  war;  Emery  F.,  and  Alonzo,  still  of 
Morgan  county,  Ga.;  and  our  subject. 

J.  X.  Mitchem  was  raised  on  the  farm  and 
his  early  training  was  obtained  in  a subscription 
school.  He  remained  at  home  until  the  Civil 
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war  broke  out.  At  the  first  tap  of  the  drum  he 
went  to  Savannah,  where  lie  spent  six  months 
assisting  in  the  building  of  Fort  Boggs,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  the  fort  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  Fifty-third  Georgia  Regiment,  in  Flc- 
Claus’  Division,  Longstreet's  Corps,  and  under 
Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee.  He  took  part  in  many  se- 
vere engagements,  among  them  the  battles: 
Seven  Pines,  Va. ; Petersburg,  Va.;  Malvern 
Hill,  Ya.;  Sharpsburg,  Md.  He  was  shot 
through  the  body,  and  on  account  of  his  injuries 
was  given  a sixty  days’  furlough,  but  before  the 
expiration  of  his  furlough,  joined  the  regi- 
ment, which  was  in  the  fighting  line  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  was  active  in  the  first  battle  of 
the  Wilderness;  Salem  Church;  Gettysburg; 
Funkstown;  Culpeper  Court-House;  Mary- 
land Heights;  under  General  Longstreet,  re- 
inforced General  Johnston  at  Chickamauga; 
next  was  at  Sweetwater;  and  at  Campbell  Sta- 
tion, Tenn.,  our  subject  was  shot  through  the 
right  arm.  Four  out  of  five  physicians  wanted 
to  amputate  the  limb,  but  our  subject  would  not 
consent,  and  went  home,  where  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  deadly  struggle.  In  the 
fall  of  1866  he  went  to  Sabine  county,  Tex., 
where  he  spent  the  first  year  on  his  grandfather's 
estate,  but  returning  to  Georgia,  engaged  in 
farming  until  1869.  Returning  to  Sabine 
county,  Tex.,  he  farmed  until  1875,  when  he 
went  to  Lampassas  county,  Tex.,  and  engaged 
in  freighting  to  Austin ; also  dealing  in  wool 
and  hides.  He  then  continued  in  the  same  line 
of  business  between  Brownwood  and  St.  An- 
gelo, Tex.;  then  between  Brownwood  and 
Goldthwaite,  Tex.;  for  two  vears  transported 
supplies  from  Brownwood  to  Lampassas.  Tex.; 
and  then  from  Brownwood  to  Ardmore.  In  the 
fall  of  1893  he  went  into  the  hide  business,  and 
in  1895  changed  his  headquarters  to  El  Reno, 
Okla.,  where  he  is  the  most  extensive  buyer 
and  shipper  of  hides,  fur  and  wool.  He  ships 
from  thirty  to  forty  cars  of  hides  per  vear,  each 
car  containing  from  26.000  to  50,000  pounds, 
and  at  one  time  made  a $15,000  shipment,  which 
was  the  largest  shipment  ever  made  from  Okla- 
homa territory.  He  has  branch  houses  at  Enid, 
Oakdale,  W eatherford,  Chickasha,  and  has  a 
store  at  Wynnewood,  I.  T.  The  shipments  are 
chiefly  to  St.  Louis  and  Chicago. 

Mr.  Mitchem  owns  a fine  home  in  El  Reno, 
and  as  he  is  very  fond  of  flowers  he  has  a small 
greenhouse.  Air  enterprising  and  progressive 
citizen,  he  enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect  of  hosts 
of  acquaintances  throughout  the  territory.  In 
politics  he  is  an  independent  voter  and  has  re- 
fused to  run  for  office.  He  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife  was  Miss  Eliza  Burroughs, 
of  Sabine  county,  Tex.,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren. namely:  Vida,  a resident  of  Brownwood, 


Tex.;  Lulu,  who  lives  at  home;  and  James  B., 
who  is  a citizen  of  Sherman,  Tex.  His  second 
union  was  with  Miss  Pauline  Cox,  a native  of 
Mississippi,  their-marriage  taking  place  at  Eddig, 
N.  M. 


WJ.MONTRIEF,who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
# Montrief  Transfer  Company  of  El  Reno, 
has  a record  for  service  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army  during  the  Civil  war  of  which  he  and  his 
family  may  justly  feel  proud.  He  is  captain  of  the 
camp  of  Confederate  soldiers  at  El  Reno. 

Mr.  Montrief  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Virginia,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Frances 
(Prunty)  Montrief.  The  family  is  of  French 
origin,  but  was  established  in  Scotland  at  an 
early  day.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Scotland,  and  was  the  only  one  of  his 
family  to  come  to  this  country,  locating  in  South 
Carolina,  where  he  became  a planter.  Isaac 
Montrief  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  was 
left  an  orphan  at  a very  early  age.  He  became 
a planter  in  Franklin  county,  Ya.,  and  lived 
there  until  his  death,  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  He  was  on  Old  Line  Whig.  Fie 
married  P'rances  Prunty,  who  was  born  in 
Franklin  county,  Ya./and  was  a daughter  of 
Jesse  Prunty.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  with  three  brothers  came  to  America  in 
early  manhood,  settling  in  Virginia,  where  he 
became  a planter.  Mrs.  Montrief  died  at  Stur- 
geon, Flo.,  in  August,  1899,  aged  eighty-four 
years.  Five  children  were  born  to  Isaac  and 
Frances  Montrief,  namely:  James,  who  served 
in  a Virginia  regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
is  deceased ; Thomas,  who  also  served  in  a Vir- 
ginia regiment,  and  died  in  Missouri;  William  J. ; 
Mrs.  Louise  Oldham  of  Sturgeon,  Flo.;  and 
John  P\,  an  engineer  of  Nevada,  Flo. 

William  J.  Montrief  was  born  November  5. 
1839,  and  was  reared  in  Virginia.  He  attended 
subscription  school  in  an  old  log  schoolhouse, 
and  received  a good  education,  as  the  school  was 
of  high  standard.  Early  in  1861  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  as  a sergeant  under 
Fitzhugh  Lee,  in  Company  C,  Tenth  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  and  besides  taking  part  in  many 
minor  engagements,  fought  in  the  Seven  Davs’ 
Battle,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Wilderness 
and  Gettysburg.  He  went  through  the  siege  at 
Richmond,  most  of  the  time  being  on  detached 
duty  as  courier  for  Gens.  Robert  E.  Lee  and 
Samuel  Jackson,  and  Colonel  Davis.  He  was 
well  suited  for  this  particular  work,  and  when 
anything  special  was  required  he  was  frequently 
chosen  to  do  it.  While  serving  as  a courier  he 
was  never  captured,  although  he  had  many  nar- 
row escapes.  However,  while  doing  scout  duty 
between  the  lines,  he  was  captured  January  28, 
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iSo;,  by  Warren’s  Corps,  and  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  before  Lee's  surrender,  and  there 
j,iok  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  was  released. 
He  went*  to  Indiana  and  then  to  Richmond, 
Kv.,  where  he  taught  school  for  two  terms,  and 
then  returning  to  Franklin  county,  Ya.,  engaged 
in  farming  until  1867,  when  he  went  to  Missouri 
and  followed  farming  near  Centralia,  Boone 
county,  for  twenty  years.  Later  he  started  in 
the  livery  business  at  Sturgeon,  and  bought  and 
shipped  horses.  He  served  as  mayor  of  Stur- 
geon for  one  term,  and  as  marshal  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas  for  a like  period.  In  1887  he 
removed  to  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  live  stock  commission  business 
until  March,  1892,  when  he  located  at  El  Reno. 
Purchasing  the  first  transfer  line  there,  he  has 
since  continued  the  business,  having  seven  or 
eight  wagons  running.  He  has  met  with  grand 
success  and  has  the  leading  transfer  business 
here.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  Gresham  Vitri- 
fied Brick  Company  until  he  purchased  the 
whole  interest,  and  now  the  plant  is  known  as 
the  Montrief  Brick  Company,  the  yards  of  which 
are  located  west  of  El  Reno  on  the  Choctaw 
Junction.  He  has  a large  tract  of  fine  clay  and 
the  capacity  of  the  plant  is  30,000  per  day.  It 
is  a successful  enterprise. 

Mr.  Montrief  was  married  in  Boone  county, 
Mo.,  with  Penelope  Hendricks,  a native  of  that 
county,  and  they  have  four  boys  living:  Virgil, 
who  has  been  in  the  United  States  mail  service 
at  Iloilo,  Philippine  Islands,  since  February, 
1897,  having  charge  of  Station  No.  3:  Lilburn, 
who  manages  his  father's  transfer  business; 
Everette,  who  also  is  identified  with  the  transfer 
business;  and  Oldham.  In  April,  1894,  he  was 
elected  to  the  city  council  from  the  fourth  ward, 
was  re-elected  for  a short  term  in  1896,  and  in 
1898  was  again  elected.  He  is  chairman  of  the 
police  and  ordinance  committees,  and  during  his 
term  many  valuable  improvements  have  been 
made.  He  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  and 
chairman  of  the  building  committee.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  national  politics.  In  1896  he  was 
a delegate  to  the  St.  Louis  National  Populist 
Convention  and  voted  for  Brvan  for  President. 


H.  NELSON.  This  gentleman  is  an 
. energetic  and  industrious  citizen  of  El 
Reno,  where  he  is  pursuing  his  trade  as 
a blacksmith  and  carriagemaker,  and  being  a 
master  of  his  calling,  has  established  a good 
patronage.  He  was  born  March  27,  i860,  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  thus  is  in  the  prime  of 
life. 

I lie  Nelson  family  is  of  English  origin,  de- 
scendant of  Lord  Nelson,  who  at  one  time  was 


an  admiral  of  the  English  navy.  Our  subject’s 
great-grandfather,  Obed  Cook,  was  one  of  the 
patriots  that  shouldered  a gun  in  the  War  of 
Independence,  and  his  grandfather  Price  was  in 
the  war  of  1812.  The  family  emigrant  was  our 
subject’s  father,  who  was  born  near  London, 
England,  and  upon  coming  to  this  country  he  at 
first  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  From  there  he 
moved  to  Iowa,  thence  went  to  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1861,  he 
was  living  in  Atchison  county.  Mo.  Fie  married 
Miss  Amanda  Price,  a native  of  Missouri.  Her 
parents,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
Iowa,  but  only  remained  there  a short  time, 
when  they  went  to  Missouri,  and  while  en  route 
to  Iowa  from  North  Carolina  our  subject’s 
mother  was  born.  Her  grandfather,  Obed  Cook, 
was  a farmer  residing  in  North  Carolina,  and 
upon  his  death  his  wife  moved  the  family  to 
Iowa.  Our  subject’s  mother  now  lives  in  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Colo. 

Our  subject  was  a year  old  when  his  father 
died,  and  he  is  his  parents’  only  child.  Reared 
in  Atchison  county,  Mo.,  where  he  received  his 
elementary  training,  in  1878  he  went  to  Wash- 
ington county,  Ark.,  thence  to  Leavenworth 
county,  Ivans.,  where  he  learned  his  trade  as  a 
blacksmith,  which  he  has  successfully  followed 
ever  since.  He  then  took  up  his  residence  in 
Washington  county,  Ark.,  where  he  remained 
nine  months,  when  he  went  to  Burlington, 
Kans.,  and  there  continued  to  work  at  his  trade 
in  the  shops  operated  by  J.  J.  Weigand.  In 
1885  he  went  to  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  I.  T., 
and  on  the  Chisholm  trail  at  Silver  City 
started  a shop,  his  customers  often  coming 
seventy-five  miles  to  have  him  do  their  horse- 
shoeing and  other  work.  In  the  spring  of  1886 
he  started  a shop  five  miles  south  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Ark.,  but  was  there  only  a short  time, 
when  he  went  to  Burlington,  Kans.  In  1889 
he  engaged  in  business  at  Watson,  Mo.,  and  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  returned  to  Silver 
City,  I.  T.,  where  he  purchased  his  old  shop, 
and  there  continued  in  the  blacksmithing  and 
wagon-making  business  until  1890.  Then  build- 
ing a shop  at  Minco,  I.  T.,  he  managed  the  same 
until  November,  1896,  when  he  took  up  his  head- 
quarters in  El  Reno.  His  patronage  had  increased 
so  rapidly  that  in  the  following  year — 1897 — he 
was  obliged  to  erect  a larger  shop,  so  he  accord- 
ingly built  his  present  one,  25x60  ft.,  and  put  in 
three  fires.  One  block  distant  from  hisbuildinghe 
has  a paint  shop,  as  he  makes  a specialtv  of  car- 
riage making  and  repairing.  As  a horse-shoer 
he  cannot  be  beaten,  and  since  being  in  this 
section  of  the  country  has  made  manv  breaking 
plows.  Our  subject  is  a practical  blacksmith 
and  merits  his  good  patronage. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  married  in  Jasper  county, 
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Mo.,  to  Miss  Jennie  Schoffner.  a native  of  Ala- 
bama, and  they  have  five  children,  as  follows: 
Minnie  Belle:  Oilie  May;  Charles  Henry; 

Frank  and  Mabel.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  served  three 
times  as  chancellor;  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  and  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. He  is  a solid  Republican  in  politics.  Mrs. 
Nelson  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


J\Vr.  SAIN,  numbered  among  the  public- 
t spirited  citizens  who  have  been  associated 
with  the  founding  of  Kingfisher  county, 
resides  on  the  northeastern  cpiarter  of  section  35. 
Cimarron  township.  In  him  are  combined  the 
many  sterling  qualities  of  his  English  and  Ger- 
man ancestors,  with  strong  Scotch  traits  of  in- 
tegrity and  perseverance  added  thereto. 

His  parents,  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Wright) 
Sain,  were  natives  of  -Ohio,  and  were,  respect- 
ively, of  German  and  Scotch-English  descent. 
The  father  of  Peter  Sain,  Henry  Sain  by  name, 
likewise  was  a native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  where 
his  parents  were  very  early  settlers.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Ohio.  Peter  Sain,  who  was  a fine  mechanic, 
pursued  business  along  that  line  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  mature  life,  and  made  his 
home  in  Perry  county,  Ohio  When  the  Civil 
war  was  in  progress  he  volunteered  his  services 
to  his  country,  and  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
war  his  life  came  to  a close  also,  largely  owing 
to  his  arduous  army  experiences.  He  was  the 
father  of  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Thomas,  is 
deceased,  and  the  others  are  J.  W.,  Lulu,  Emma 
and  William. 

The  birth  of  T.  W.  Sain  took  place  in  Perry 
county,  Ohio,  in  184S.  and  his  early  years  were 
spent  in  that  locality.  He  completed  his  educa- 
tion in  Somerset  Academy,  and  then  embarked 
on  his  long  and  successful  career  as  a teacher. 
His  first  experience  in  that  line  was  when  he  was 
only  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  for  fifteen  terms 
he  continued  to  teach  in  the  schools  of  Perry  and 
Fairfield  counties.  For  three  years  prior  to  his 
coming  to  the  west  he  was  engaged  in  a mer- 
cantile business  at  Junction  Citv,  Ohio. 

In  1877  Mr.  Sain  went  to  Ringgold,  Iowa, 
and  purchased  a tract  of  wild  prairie  land,  which 
he  improved,  making  a model  homestead  of  the 
place.  During  the  eight  years  of  his  residence 
there  he  was  quite  successful  as  a farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  and  added  to  his  income  bv  teach- 
ing school  in  the  winter.  In  1885  he  located  in 
Harper  county,  Kans.,  buying  a farm  near  the 
town  of  Harper,  in  which  place  he  constructed 
a business  block,  which  he  leased  to  a merchant. 
He  was  the  third  man  to  reach  Kingfisher  on 
the  22d  of  April,  1889,  and  secured  some  desir- 


able city  lots.  At  the  end  of  two  months  he 
found  that  the  northeastern  quarter  of  section 
35,  township  17,  range  7,  had. been  overlooked, 
and  he  immediately  filed  a claim  to  the  property. 
From  the  raw  prairie  land  he  has  developed  a 
model  country  home,  and  each  year  raises  a 
large  crop  of  wheat  and  corn.  A large  orchard 
which  he  planted  yields  good  returns  now,  and 
well-kept  shade  trees,  judiciously  placed,  add 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  homestead.  Soon 
after  settling  here  he  erected  a commodious 
house,  by  far  the  best  in  this  region  at  that  time, 
and  few  in  the  farming  districts  of  the  county 
to-day  are  better.  The  barn  and  other  farm  build- 
ings are  substantial  and  neat,  and  an  atmosphere 
of  thrift  is  everywhere  about  the  place.  As  he 
plants  two  hundred  acres  with  wheat,  our  sub- 
ject leases  a quarter  section  of  section  36,  and 
thus  operates  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
altogether. 

The  active  part  which  Mr.  Sain  has  always 
taken  in  educational  matters  led  to  his  being 
chosen  to  carry  on  the  public's  interests  in  that 
direction  while  a resident  of  Iowa.  He  acted  as 
treasurer,  clerk  and  president  of  the  local  school 
board,  and  since  coming  to  this  locality  has  been 
an  influential  factor  in  the  establishment  of  our 
educational  system.  Lie  was  principal  of  the 
first  school  in  the  citv  of  Kingfisher,  and.  before 
a school  building  had  been  put  up  in  district  No. 
63,  he  taught  pupils  in  his  own  house,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  obtaining  proper 
accommodations.  He  still  acts  as  a member  of 
the  district  board  of  directors.  Religiously  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he 
has  acted  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  and  for  years  taught  a class,  being 
a popular  instructor,  whether  in  secular  or  re- 
ligious schools.  Politically  he  favors  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  always  has  been  a firm 
believer  in  the  policy  pursued  by  that  organiza- 
tion. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  in  his  native 
county  was  secretary  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge. 

May  27,  1877,  Mr.  Sain  married  Mary  Hitch- 
cock. daughter  of  Col.  N.  F.  Hitchcock,  of  Ohio. 
He  was  a hero  of  the  Civil  war  and  commanded 
the  Ninetieth  Ohio  Infantry.  Llis  last  years  were 
spent  in  Sterling,  Neb.,  where  he  was  honored 
and  greatly  esteemed.  Mrs.  Marv  (Hitchcock') 
Sain  died  December  30th,  1893,  at  their  home  in 
this  county.  October  27th,  1895,  Mr.  Sain  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Cora  (Parmlee)  Nye,  widow  of 
R.  E.  Nye,  bv  whom  she  had  three  children — 
Charles.  Caroline  and  Ella.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  are  two  sons:  Jay  \\  right, 
born  October  6th,  1896,  and  Dewey  Parmlee, 
born  June  20,  1898.  Mrs.  Cora  Sain  was  born 
October  21st,  1858,  in  Minnesota.  Her  parents, 
Oliver  and  Mary  (Fisher)  Parmlee,  were  natives 
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, \'cw  Hampshire  and  New  York,  respectively, 
,i.l  settled  in  Michigan,  where  they  met  and 
vvi.rc  married.  They  had  three  children — 
i liarlcs,  John  and  Cora  Isabel. 


REV.  D. ‘CONSTANTINE  POURCIN,  O. 
S.  B.  One  of  the  poets  gave  utterance  to 
a sentiment  which  undoubtedly  finds  an 
,.,-ho  in  the  hearts  of  millions  of  the  human 
j.nnily : 

■ j care  not  what  his  name  nor  what  his  creed. 

I’or  he  who  helps  me  in  my  hour  of  need 
Hath  done  a work  for  God,  and  placed  his  name 
licyond  the  reach  of  what  the  world  calls  ’fame.” 

When  reviewing  the  grand  work  which  Father 
Constantine  Pourcin  is  doing  among  his  people. 

. ud  when  looking  backward  along  the  pathway 
lie  has  pursued,  even  an  enemy  to  him,  should 
diere  be  one,  must  acknowledge  that  he  has 
been  animated  by  g»  nuine  love  for  his  fellow- 
nun  and  that  he  has  earnestly  striven  to  help 
, nd  uplift  them  in  every  possible  way.  He  pos- 
sesses great  talents  and  a wide,  sympathetic 
nature,  and  thus  he  enters  into  the  sorrows  and 
jovs  of  every  one  of  his  flock,  and  in  return,  is 
beloved  by  the  high  and  the  lowly. 

The  family  whence  Father  Pourcin  sprang  has 
long  been  numbered  among  the  mercantile  class 
of  Marseilles,  France.  His  father,  Stephen  Pour- 
cin, was  a native  of  that  flourishing  city  and  for 
manv  years  he  was  occupied  in  business  at  Aix, 
I’rovenee  Bouches-du-Rhone,  near  Marseilles. 

! le  attained  the  age  of  fifty-six,  his  death  taking 
place  in  1SS2.  1 1 is  widow,  who  is  still  a resident 
'•f  die  city  mentioned,  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Marv  Clotilda  Guyen,  and  her  father  was  a mer- 
chant of  Aix,  her  birthplace.  Her  elder  son, 
Jean  Baptiste,  is  a successful  commission  mer- 
Tanl  in  Marseilles,  and  her  only  daughter,  Mrs. 
Louise  Ouintran,  is  the  wife  of  a captain  at 
Romans,  France. 

1 he  birth  of  Rev.  D.  C.  Pourcin,  O.  S.  B., 

■ ■•curred  June  4,  1857.  in  Aix.  France,  and  in  the 
excellent  schools  and  academy  of  that  town  he 
o-ceivcd  his  education.  He  also  pursued  special 
Lies  of  study  under  the  instruction  of  private- 
mtors,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  was 
exceptionally  well  informed  in  all  of  the  classics, 
die  sciences  and  mathematics  and  kindred  sub- 
'■  'ts.  In  1878  he  became  a member  of  the  Bene- 
dict ine  Order,  and  two  years  later,  when  the 
1 reneh  government  passed  a law  whereby  all 
' 1 • oiks  were  to  be  expelled  from  the  landhewent 
England.  There  he  continued  his  theological 
mdies  in  Buckfast  Abbey,  near  Plymouth,  and 
n the  24th  of  Julv,  1884.  was  ordained  to  the 
:,riesthood  by  the  Rt.-Rev.  Vaughan,  bishop  of 
; mouth,  and  uncle  of  Cardinal  Vaughan,  the 
■ rchbishop  of  Westminster. 


Beginning  the  more  responsible  and  serious 
duties  of  his  chosen  career,  Father  C.  Pourcin 
remained  at  Buckfast  Abbey  for  eleven  years, 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  priest  of  that 
parish.  In  1895  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  for  about  three  years  was  connected  with 
the  Sacred  Heart  Abbey  in  Pottawatomie 
county,  Okla.,  being  appointed  pastor  of  Sacred 
Heart  parish.  While  laboring  in  that  field  he 
succeeded  in  organizing  a thriving  congregation 
and  built  a substantial  house  of  worship. 

Since  Easter,  1898,  Father  C.  Pourcin  has 
been  established  as  pastor  of  Sacred  Heart  Cath- 
olic Church  in  El  Reno,  in  addition  to  which  he 
is  in  charge  of  churches  at  Fort  Reno,  Calumet 
and  Geary.  In  the  early  history  of  El  Reno, 
when  but  two  Catholic  families  dwelt  here,  the 
church  was  organized  and  from  that  day  the 
congregation  has  steadily  grown,  until  to-day 
there  is  a membership  of  about  six  hundred 
souls.  The  immediate- predecessor  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Father  Germanus,  also  a member  of 
the  Benedictine  Order,  and  now  pastor  of  the 
Shawnee  parish.  The  prosperous  school,  which 
was  founded  here  in  1899,  by  the  indefatigable 
efforts  of  Father  Fourcin,  is  conducted  by  the 
Sisters  of  Mercy,  who  now  have  over  one  hun- 
dred pupils  in  their  charge.  In  1900  he  had  the 
great  pleasure  of  beholding  the  completion  of 
the  new  Catholic  Church  at  Geary,  and  Calumet 
also  boasts  a new  place  of  worship.  The  El  Reno 
congregation  is  in  possession  of  a beautiful 
building  site,  about  half  a block  of  land,  and 
here,  if  all  goes  well,  an  imposing  and  commo- 
dious church  will  be  erected  in  the  near  future. 


T A.  NORTHUP,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the  pio- 
J # neer  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Oklahoma, 
and,  having  been  closely  connected  with  the 
upbuilding  of  this  garden  Spot  of  the  west,  he 
eminently  deserves  a place  in  its  annals.  He  has 
officiated  also  as  postmaster  of  Dover,  Kingfisher 
county,  for  the  past  two  years,  and  for  some  time 
has  been  a justice  of  the  peace  here. 

The  birth  of  this  esteemed  citizen  occurred  in 
1840,  at  Orange,  Schuyler  county,  N.  Y.  His 
father,  Solomon  Northup,  was  engaged  in  the 
business  of  growing  hops  for  the  markets,  and 
was  well  known  throughout-  that  section  of  the 
Empire  state.  Dr.  Northup  received  a liberal 
public  school  education,  and  had  matriculated 
in  college  and  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
literary  studies  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
and  his  patriotic  blood  was  fired,  so  that  all  other 
considerations  were  cast  aside.  In  186 r he  en- 
tered upon  a three  years’  service  in  the  Federal 
army,  belonging  to  Company  I,  Eighty-sixth 
New  York  Infantry.  He  served  as  a private  and 
later  as  a sergeant  in  his  company,  and  for  the 
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greater  part  of  his  term  of  enlistment  his  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  the  Third  Division,  Sec- 
ond Army  Corps,  under  the  leadership  of 
General  Hancock.  He  participated  in  numerous 
dreadful  battles,  including  those  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  Gettys- 
burg. July  2,  1863,  he  was  seriously  wounded 
at  Gettysburg,  and  for  three  months  was  con- 
fined to  the  wards  of  the  Annapolis  Navy  Hos- 
pital. While  still  crippled  and  dependent  upon 
crutches,  he  returned  to  his  regiment  and 
completed  his  term  of  enlistment,  being  honor- 
ably discharged  as  hospital  steward  at  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  November  11,  1864. 

When  he  had  to  some  extent  recovered  his 
health,  Dr.  Xorthup  went  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
where  he  pursued  the  first  year's  medical  course. 
He  completed  his  medical  studies  at  Hobart 
University,  in  Geneva,  X'.  Y.,  being  graduated 
in  1866.  Locating  at  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  he 
practiced  his  profession  for  a year,  after  which 
he  conducted  a practice  in  his  native  county  for 
eight  years.  Subsequently  he  resided  in  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.,  for  fourteen  years,  in  the  meantime  be- 
coming very  proficient  in  his  chosen  life  work. 

Hoping  that  members  of  his  family  might  be 
benefited  in  health  by  a change  of  climate.  Dr. 
Xorthup  eamevo  Kingfisher  county  on  the  day 
that  it  was  opened,  and  for  three  years  he  was 
occupied  in  medical  practice  at  the  countv  seat. 
In  1892,  when  the  town  of  Dover  was  organized, 
he  established  an  office  here,  and  since  that  time 
has  enjoyed  a liberal  share  of  the  local  patron- 
age. He  is  called  to  administer  to  patients  far 
and  near,  and,  in  connection  with  his  practice, 
he  owns  a drug  store,  which  is  well  equipped 
and  managed. 

In  1867  Dr.  Xorthup  married  Mary  E.  Cran- 
dall, and  for^over  a quarter  of  a century  they 
pursued  the  journey  of  life  together.  She  was 
called  to  the  home  beyond  in  1894,  and  left  a 
large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  her  loss.  The 
elder  daughter  of  the  doctor  and  wife,  Myrtle 
A.,  married  Herbert  Gadsby,  principal  of  the 
high  school  of  North  Adams,  Mass.  Lillian, 
the  younger,  is  living  with  her  father,  and  Don 
A.,  the  only  son,  is  pursuing  a pharmaceutical 
course  of  study  in  the  University  of  Oklahoma, 
at  Norman. 

Dr.  Northup  always  has  taken  a patriotic  in- 
terest in  the  public  schools  of  our  country,  and 
everything  which  advances  progress.  lie  is 
loyal  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  partv, 
in  whose  policy  he  thoroughly  believes.  In  the 
Odd  Fellows  order  he  has  been  much  interested, 
and  now'  is  past  noble  grand  of  Lodge  X’o.  8 
of  Dover.  He  also  was  actively  associated  with 
the  Masons  in  New  York  state,  and  now  is  a 
demitted  member.  Strongly  in  favor  of  tem- 
perance, he  has  been  identified  with  the  Good 


Templars  for  Several  years.  When  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  w’as  organized  here,  he 
was  one  of  its  most  zealous  workers,  and  since 
has  served  in  the  capacity  of  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 


THEODORIC  BLAND  RICE,  a prosperous 
farmer  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Purcell  precinct,  Canadian  county,  resid- 
ing on  section  8,  was  born  in  Bath  county,  Ky., 
a son  of  Marshall  G.  and  Katie  (Roe)  Rice,  also 
natives  of  Kentucky.  His  ancestors  were  of 
English  origin,  and  among  the  early  colonists  of 
Virginia.  His  grandfather,  Holman  C.  Rice,  a 
native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  served  as  a captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  under  General  Wash- 
ington,' and  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  settled  in  Kentucky,  where  he  followed 
farming  for  many  years.  He  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-four.  The  father  of  our  subject  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Kentucky  as  a cabinet  maker 
and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Of 
his  eleven  "children,  five  are  still  living,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  while  the 
others  are  as  follows:  Belford  Donop,  a resident 
of  Oklahoma  City;  Kosciusko,  of  El  Reno; 
Elmer,  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation;  and  Mrs.  John 
Myers.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  and  now  makes  her  home 
in  El  Reno,  Okla. 

The  first  eleven  years  of  his  life  Theodoric  B. 
Rice  spent  in  his  native  state,  and  then  lived 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  until  eighteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  Champaign  county,  111. 
While  there  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  and  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Sixty-eighth  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  re-enlisted  in  Company  I,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. With  the  armies  of  the  Potomac  and 
Cumberland  he  participated  in  many  engage- 
ments, and  when  the  war  ended  was  finally 
mustered  out  at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and  dis- 
charged at  Springfield,  111. 

Mr.  Rice  later  went  with  his  parents  to  Se- 
•dalia,  Mo.,  where  he  learned  the  printer's  trade 
and  followed  the  same  for  several  years,  making 
his  'home  there  for  twenty  years.  In  1887  he 
went  to  Kingman  county,  Kans.,  where  he  spent 
nearly  a year  and  on  leaving  there  went  to  the 
state  of  Washington.  In  1889,  at  the  opening 
up  of  Oklahoma,  he  came  to  Canadian  county, 
and  contested  his  present  claim  on  section  8. 
Purcell  township.  He  now  has  seventy  acres 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  success- 
fullv  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing, making  a specialty  of  Short-horn  cattle  and 
Poland-China  hogs.  He  has  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  the  latter  upon  his  farm, 
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.,n,l  thirty-five  milch  cows  for  dairy  purposes. 
Resides  his  home  place,  he  owns  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  six  miles  northeast. 
Success  has  attended  his  well-directed  efforts 
and  he  is  now  cjuite  well-to-do. 

|u  Sedalia,  Mo.,  Mr.  Rice  was  married,  in 
1S70.  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ridenour,  a native  of 
Indiana,  and  to  them  have  been  born  ten  chil- 
dren. namely:  Lorena,  wife  of  S.  D.  Morgan; 
William,  a resident  of  Oklahoma  City;  John 
1...  Rehoboam,  George  B.,  Maude,  Carl,  May, 
Alma  and  Lenore. 

In  politics  Mr.  Rice  is  independent  and  was  a 
candidate  for  the  senatorial  council  in  1891, 
but  was  defeated  by  thirty-eight  votes.  He  was 
also  a candidate  for  the  Kansas  state  legislature 
in  1874,  and  has  been  an  efficient  member  of  the 
school  board  since  coming  to  Oklahoma. 
Being  a strong  temperance  man,  he  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Good  Templars,  and 
for  several  years  was  a member  of  the  Grand 
Army  post  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  at  Greenridge,  Mo. 


F.  ROBERTS,  M.  D.,  a very  successful 
. physician  and  surgeon  of  El  Reno,  was 
born  in  Corydcm,  Wayne  county,  Iowa, 
May  3,  1869.  He  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  his 
grandfather,  Dr.  John  Roberts,  a native  of  Scot- 
land, was  graduated  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Edinburg.  Upon  coming 
to  this  country,  he  settled  in  Portland,  Ale.,  but 
later  removed  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  thence  to 
Iowa,  where  he  had  a saddlebag  practice  among 
the  Indians.  He  was  pioneer  of  his  profession 
there  and  died  soon  after  locating  there.  John 
Roberts,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Marietta,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  on  farms  in 
' >hio  and  Iowa.  In  1850  he  crossed  the  plains 
by  means  of  ox  teams  to  California,  and 
engaged  in  mining  there  for  four  years,  with 
good  results,  then  returning  home  by  the  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  stayed  in  Iowa 
until  1859,  when  the  Pike’s  Peak  excitement 
mastered  him,  and  again  he  made  his  way  over 
'be  plains  with  ox  teams  to  Denver,  but  re- 
'urued  shortly  afterwards.  He  was  all  through 
'be  t ivil  war,  serving  in  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa 
Iniantry  at  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Pittsburg 
Landing,  Shiloh,  Banks’  expedition,  and  the 
"'ege  of  Mobile.  He  was  mustered  out  at  New 
1 Means  at  the  close  of  the  war,  but  he  never 
"My  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  hardships 
' in lured.  He  died  in  1885.  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 
■<  ;‘rs.  at  his  home  in  Wayne  county,  Iowa.  He 
as  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
ile  was  united  in  marriage  with  Susan  A. 
! r""k,  who  was  born  near  Frankfort,  Kv.,  and 
' a daughter  of  Jonathan  Crook,  who  was  born 


in  that  state  and  was  a planter.  He  served  as 
warden  of  the  state  penitentiary  for  some  time. 

The  Crook  family  is  of  Welsh  extraction,  and 
is  related  to  the  family  of  General  Crook.  Mrs. 
Roberts  now  resides  at  the  home  of  her  son  in 
El  Reno.  Eleven  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  seven  of  whom  grew  up,  namely:  Airs. 
Alary  Alorris,  of  California;  James  Washington, 
a stock  dealer;  John,  a stock  dealer  near  El 
Reno;  Willis,  a farmer  near  El  Reno;  S.  F., 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch;  Sally,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  and  Ray,  who 
died  at  sixteen. 

Dr.  S.  F.  Roberts  was  reared  on  the  farm  un- 
til he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when  his  father 
died.  At  that  time  he  was  attending  Corydon 
Pligh  School,  and  in  1885  went  to  Rising  City, 
Neb.,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  Then 
returning  to  Iowa,  he  attended  school  there  for 
six  months,  after  which  he  went  to  Arkansas 
with  his  brother  Willis  to  look  after  timberland 
at  Wiener.  During  the  next  winter  he  taught 
school  in  Iowa,  in  order  to  obtain  the  means  for 
his  higher  education.  In  the  fall  of  i838  he  en- 
tered Humiston  Normal  School,  and  was  soon 
appointed  a teacher,  serving  as  such  for  two 
years.  In  1890  he  entered  the  normal  school  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  in  the  fall  of  that  year  receiving 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Sciences.  He  then 
taught  school  in  York,  Iowa,  until  1892.  Mean- 
while he  had  studied  medicine  under  preceptors 
at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  in  January,  1892,  he  re- 
signed his  position  as  a teacher  to  enter  the  Ken- 
tucky School  of  Atedicine,  at  Louisville,  Ky. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  term,  in  1892,  he  located 
in  Oklahoma,  and  practiced  for  three  months  at 
Okarche,  Canadian  county,  a new  town.  He 
then  lived  in  Rush  Springs,  I.  T.,  until  1893. 
when  he  returned  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Kentucky  Aledical  School 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  in  June, 
1893.  He  then  located  in  Somersville,  W.  A'a., 
and  practiced  there  until  1898,  when  he  located 
in  El  Reno.  In  the  meantime,  in  1895,  lie  had 
returned  to  Louisville  and  had  taken  up  post- 
graduate work  in  the  City  Hospital  and  Hospi- 
tal Aledical  College.  He  has  a large  practice  in 
medicine  and  surgery  in  El  Reno  and  vicinity, 
and  has  met  with  wonderful  success  in  handling 
every  class  of  cases.  In  1898  he  was  appointed 
to  the  board  of  pension  examining  surgeons,  and 
ttow  is  secretary  of  that  body.  He  also  serves 
on  the  county  board  of  insanity,  and  is  examin- 
ing  physician  for  seven  different  insurance  com- 
panies. 

Dr.  Roberts  was  united  in  marriage  at  Som- 
ersville, W.  Va.,  with  Anna  Bell,  who  was  born 
there  and  comes  of  an  old  A’irginia  family.  Thev 
have  one  child,  Ray.  Religiously  he  is  a Bap- 
tist. Fraternally  lie  is  a member  of  the  Alodern 
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Woodmen  of  America;  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World;  the  Royal  Tribe  of  Joseph;  the  National 
Aid;  tlie  Independent  Order  of  Redmen;  the 
Odd  Fellows,  .and  was  made  a Mason  in  Iowa. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Oklahoma  Medical  So- 
ciety. 


EJ.  SIMPSON.  As  a prominent  attorney 
.and  editor  of  the  El  Reno  Daily  Bee,  Mr. 
Simpson  has  acquired  an  enviable  degree 
of  popularity.  The  newspaper  business  is  an 
open  door  to  him,  for  he  has  been  connected 
with  several  leading  periodicals  and  is  familiar 
with  every  department  of  the  work,  from  writing 
editorials  to  the  condition  of  the  printers’  towel. 
In  other  respects  his  life  has  been  varied  and  full 
of  activity  in  several  directions.  He  first  came 
to  Oklahoma  in  1887,  as  superintendent  of  the 
Indian  schools,  at  Darlington  agency,  which  po- 
sition was  creditably  filled  until  1889. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  born  in  Alexandria,  Ya., 
March  23,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  L.  and 
Julia  A.  (Cross)  Simpson,  natives  of  Virginia. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The 
greater  part  of  his  useful  life  was  spent  on  a 
farm.  Henry  -j^.  Simpson  was  a shoe  merchant 
in  Alexandria,  where  he  terminated  his  enter- 
prising existence.  The  Crosses,  from  whom  the 
mother  was  descended,  originally  came  from 
England,  and  were  an  old  and  distinguished 
people.  She  died  in  April,  1899.  Of  her  thir- 
teen children  five  attained  their  majority: 
French  and  lienry  were  in  a Virginia  regiment 
and  died  after  the  war;  and  George  L.  is  the 
mayor  of  Alexandria,  Ya. 

While  passing  his  boyhood  in  Alexandria, 
Ya.,  Mr.  Simpson  was  educated  in  St.  John’s 
Academy,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1S67, 
with  the  highest  honors  of  his  class.  This  train- 
ing was  supplemented  by  a post-graduate  course 
in  the  same  institution,  after  which,  in  1869,  he 
engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business,  and  later 
in  the  commission  business.  In  1873  he  re- 
moved to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  continued 
the  mercantile  business  until  1880.  when  he  went 
to  New  Mexico,  and  edited  the  Santa  Fe  Daily 
Democrat.  Always  progressive,  Mr.  Simpson 
began  the  study  of  law  a few  years  ago  in  Mar- 
tinsburg,  W.  Ya.,  whore  lie  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  practiced  law  until  1S87.  when  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  appointed  him  superintendent  of 
the  Arapahoe  schools  at  Darlington.  In  1889 
he  located  in  Reno  City,  took  a claim  and  prac- 
ticed law  until  1890,  when  lie  removed  to  El 
Reno,  where  he  devoted  himself  exclusivelv  to 
his  profession.  At  the  first  session  of  the  terri- 
torial legislature  lie  was  appointed  chief  clerk  of 
the  council  or  senate,  serving  during  the  four 


months’  session  and  two  extra  months,  while  the 
records  were  being  completed.  In  the  spring  of 
1891,  at  Canadian  county’s  first  election,  he  was 
elected  county  attorney,  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  filled  this  office ’for  two  years.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  chairman  of  the  Territorial 
Democratic  Central  Committee  and  had  charge 
of  the  McCoy  campaign.  During  the  early  days 
of  El  Reno  he  served  as  city  attorney  for  two 
terms,  was  in  charge  of  the  city  attorney's  office 
during  the  incorporation  of  the  village  into  a 
town,  and  later  into  a city  of  the  first-class, 
drawing  up  the  ordinance  papers  for  the  same. 

In  1899  Mr.  Simpson  purchased  the  daily  and 
weekly  Supper  Bell.  It  is  the  only  daily  paper 
in  the  county  and  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
El  Reno  and  Canadian  county.  There  is  a job 
printing  office  also  in  connection  with  the  Bell. 

In  Washington,  D.  C.,  Mr.  Simpson  was  mar- 
ried to  Amy  C.  Hedges,  a native  of  Washington, 
and  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  W.  Hedges,  of  the 
Baltimore  Methodist  Conference.  There  are 
three  children  living:  Mabel,  who  is  married  to 
the  Rev.  James  Noble,  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  and  living  in  Brenham,  Tex.,  and 
Roy,  the  business  manager  of  the  Bell;  and 
William. 

Mr.  Simpson  has  contributed  much  to  the  so- 
cial and  intellectual  life  of  his  adopted  town  and 
is  a charter  member  of  the  El  Reno  club.  In 
religious  convictions  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Christian  Science  movement. 


ABSALOM  SCHWARTZ,  a representative 
farmer  of  Canadian  county,  whose  home  is 
on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  2,  El 
Reno  township,  was  born  in  Morrow  county, 
Ohio,  February  24,  1856,  a son  of  Henry  and 
Rebecca  (Lentz)  Schwartz,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  extraction. 
His  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a native  of 
Germany  and  came  to  this  countrv  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  York  county,  Pa.,  and  at  an  early 
day  moved  to  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  where,  in 
the  midst  of  the  timber,  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a farm,  making  it  his  home  until  death. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  by  the  second  union 
had  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living, 
namely;  Jonas,  a resident  of  Michigan;  Jacob, 
of  El  Reno  township,  Canadian  countv,  Okla.: 
Absalom,  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  LaFav- 
ette  Henry,  of  Michigan,  and  Samuel,  also  of 
Michigan.  1 1 is  first  wife  was  a A I iss  Snyder  (or 
Schneider,  as  the  name  was  formcrlv  spelled). 
Four  children  born  of  this  union  are  also  living: 
John,  a resident  of  Indiana;  Henrv,  of  Ohio; 
William,  of  Indiana;  and  Leah, wife  of  J.  Tischer. 
of  California. 
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In  his  native  state  Absalom  Schwartz  grew  to 
manhood  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but 
.„  1878  he  removed  to  Iiolt  county,  Mo.,  where 
jit.  engaged  in  merchandising  for  five  years.  On 
account  of  ill  health  he  was  obliged  to  give  up 
that  business,  and,  purchasing  a farm,  remained 
: ere  one  year,  and  for  three  years  did  nothing, 
,,uing  to  the  state  of  his  health,  after  which,  for 
:':e  following  five  years,  he  devoted  his  attention 
t,,  photography.  In  1S93  he  homesteaded  his 
present  place  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres 
■ f fine  farming  land  on  the  river  bottom,  later 
purchased  sixty-one  acres,  and  now  is  success- 
full  v engaged  in  raising  corn  and  wheat,  though 
giving  some  attention  to  stock.  He  has  built 
a good  frame  house  and  substantial  outbuildings, 
and  has  set  out  a fine  orchard  and  small  vineyard. 
His  success  in  life  is  due  to  hard  work  and  strict 
attention  to  business,  and  his  career  has  ever 
been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact.  He  is  a supporter  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Dunns'  his  residence  in  Missouri  Mr.  Schwartz 

c*» 

married  Miss  Ellen  Meryn,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  Edith  B.  and  Ralph  Id. 
Mrs.  Schwartz’s  father.  Henry  Meryn,  of  Ger- 
man descent,  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  where 
the  family  has  made  its  home  for  four  genera- 
tions and  where  many  of  its  representatives  are 
still  found.  At  an  early  day  Henry  Meryn  moved 
to  Ohio,  and  from  there  to  northwestern  Mis- 
souri, where,  as  a pie  teer,  he  cleared  a tract  of 
timherland  and  transformed  it  into  a good  farm. 
There  he  made  his  home  for  thirty-three  years, 
his  death  occurring  when  he  was  sixty-three.  He 
was  quite  a prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  that  locality.  He  married  Elizabeth  Metier,  a 
native  of  New  York  state,  who  also  died  in  Mis- 
souri. Seventeen  children  were  born  to  them, 
tin  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely:  Lucy,  wife 
of  Roily  Ramsey;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Samuel 
Evans;  Mrs.  Lodema  Smith;  Harriet,  wife  of 
John  Stultz;  Jane,  wife  of  George  Pollock; 
Ellen,  wife  of  our  subject;  Emma,  wife  of  Elza 
Kirk;  Rosetta,  wife  of  Jacob  Ilornecker;  and 
Kobert  and  Lyman,  both  residents  of  Missouri. 


OBERT  WILSON  BLACK.  The  name 
of  R.  W.  Black,  who  departed  this  life  Jan- 
uary 9,  1899.  "'id  he  associated  with  the 
early  annals  of  Guthrie  for  generations  to  come, 
as  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  founders  of  the 
Gty's  prosperity  and  assisted  materially  in  plac- 
ing it  upon  the  secure  basis  of  law,  order  and 
C'nl  government. 

A son  of  John  Black,  a merchant  and  farmer, 
"i  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  R.  W.  Black, 
' "e  of  five  brothers  and  sisters,  was  born  near 


Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  April  18,  1853.  hie  spent  his 
boyhood  on  a farm  and  received  much  of  his 
education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  Philadel- 
phia. Later,  he  entered  a railroad  office  and 
for  a period  acted  as  agent  at  various  points  in 
the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

About  1874  Mr.  Black  came  to  the  west,  and 
for  eleven  or  twelve  years  he  was  the  proprietor 
of  a restaurant  business  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  At 
the  time  of  Oklahoma’s  opening  to  the  white 
race,  he  joined  the  throng  of  eager  settlers,  and, 
foreseeing  the  great  future  in  store  for  Guthrie, 
decided  to  make  his  home  here.  He  established 
a cold  storage  and  bottling  works  at  Vilas  and 
Fifth  streets,  and  took  the  agency  for  the  An- 
heuser-Busch Brewing  Company.  By  degrees 
he  branched  out,  and  increased  his  facilities  for 
manufacturing  all  kinds  of  soda  waters  and  effer- 
vescing drinks,  finding  a ready  sale  for  these 
articles  wherever  introduced.  He  established 
agencies  at  numerous  towns  along  the  Santa  Fe, 
including  Newkirk,  Ponca  City,  Perry,  Black- 
well,  Oklahoma  City,  Norman,  Chandler,  Shaw- 
nee and  Stroud.  The  business  which  he  so  suc- 
cessfully founded  and  carried  on  is  now  man- 
aged by  his  widow,  who  is  an  excellent  financier, 
and  has  proved  herself  to  be  eminently  qualified 
to  put  into  execution  the  plans  which  he  inau- 
gurated. In  1898  the  Black  building  was  erected 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  also  owned  a 
half-interest  in  the  Black-Anderson  building  and 
two  quarter  sections  of  land  situated  in  this 
county. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Black  and  Miss  Mary 
S.  Howard  took  place  in  Rushville,  Mo.,  Julv  3. 
1879.  She  is  one  of  Rushville’s  native  daugh- 
ters, and  there,  as  here,  took  a leading  and 
influential  part  in  local  society.  Her  father. 
William  Howard,  one  of  the  honored  Missouri 
pioneers,  was  actively  connected  with  the  well- 
known  Joe  Roubideaux,  in  the  building  of  many 
of  the  first  houses  and  stores  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
After  many  years  spent  in  this  work,  he  retired, 
and  thenceforth  resided  on  a farm  near  Rush- 
ville. He  was  of  English  descent,  and  came 
from  an  old  New  England  family,  though  his 
own  birthplace  was  in  Greencastle,  Ind.  Dur- 
ing the  Mexican  war  he  served  in  a Missouri 
regiment  under  the  command  of  General  Price, 
and  when  the  Civil  war  was  in  progress  he  was 
captain  of  a company  of  Missouri  militia.  From 
the  time  that  he  attained  his  majority  until  his 
death,  when  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  he  was  as- 
sociated with  the  Masonic  order,  and  thus  was 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  order  in  the 
state.  He  was  venerated  and  loved  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  wife,  who  died  in  1869,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  Ann  Brown.  She  was 
born  near  Greencastle,  Tnd.,  and  was  a daughter 
of  W illiam  S.  Brown,  also  of  the  Floosier  state, 
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but  of  Irish  descent.  He  was  a pioneer  of  In- 
diana and  of  Buchanan  county,  Mo. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black  two 
children  were  born,  namely:  John  and  Myrtle. 

The  son  is  the  assistant  manager  of  the  large 
estate  and  business  which  his  father  left,  and  is 
proving  himself  well  fitted  for  the  onerous  duties 
thus  laid  upon  him.  Mrs.  Black  is  a member 
of  the  Christian  church,  while  her  husband  was 
a Presbyterian  in  belief. 


FJ.  ROCHE.  Grant  township.  Kingfisher 
# county,  is  peopled,  for  the  most  part,  with 
thoroughly  enterprising,  representative  cit- 
izens, and  one  of  the  most  progressive  agricul- 
turists is  the  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  is 
penned.  He  comes  from  a family  of  whom  he 
has  just  reason  to  be  proud,  owing  to  the  im- 
portant place  taken  by  some  of  its  members  in 
by-gone  days.  The  name,  originally  De  la 
Roche,  was  placed  in  the  lists  of  French  nobility 
a few  generations  ago,  and  our  subject's  grand- 
father, Joseph  Roche,  with  two  brothers,  Peter 
and  Francis,  were  gallant  soldiers  in  the  army  of 
Xapolcon  Bonaparte.  Peter  Roche  was  frozen 
while  crossing  the  Alps  with  that  great  general. 

John  B.,  father  of  F.  J.  Roche,  was  a hero  of 
the  battle  of  Waterloo  and  many  others  of  im- 
portance. He  was  born  in  1798  in  a portion  of 
France  which  now  is  included  within  the  bound- 
aries of  Belgium.  In  1837  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  going  to  Xew  Orleans  and  thence 
up  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  to  Louisville, 
Ky.  Settling  iiy  the  new  county  of  Harrison,  in 
Indiana,  he  energetically  began  the  development 
of  his  land,  and  at  length  was  the  possessor  of 
eight  hundred  acres  of  excellent  farm  property. 
At  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-three  years  he  passed 
to  the  silent  land,  loved  and  mourned  by  a large 
circle  of  sincere  friends.  In  his  journey  to  Amer- 
ica he  was  accompanied  by  his  devoted  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Anne  Catherine 
Strenchank.and  who,  likewise,  was  a native  of 
France.  Of  their  nine  children  four  are  de- 
ceased, and  the  others  comprise:  Francis  and 

John  AS,  of  Illinois;  Emanuel,  of  Indiana:  The- 
resa. widow  of  J.  J.  Goffinett.  and  F.  J„  of  this 
article.  The  mother,  who  lived  until  1898,  was 
ninety  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

F.  J.  Roche  was  born  in  Harrison  county, 
Ind.,  in  1848,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  that  local- 
ity, attending  parochial  schools,  and  completing 
his  education  in  the  University  of  Bloomington, 
Ind.  At  eighteen  he  located  upon  a part  of  his 
father’s  homestead,  which  he  continued  to  culti- 
vate until  1872,  when  he  went  to  Shelby  county. 
111.  He  speaks  French,  German  and  English 
iluently,  and  is  well  posted  upon  a large  variety 


of  subjects.  For  a period,  while  a resident  of 
Windsor,  111.,  he  owned  and  carried  on  a drug 
business,  in  which  he  was  successful  also.  From 
1884  until  April,  1889,  he  was  numbered  among 
the  citizens  of  Rice  county,  Ivans.,  but  the  su- 
perior natural  advantages  of  Oklahoma  led  him 
to  seek  a home  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

Starting  from  the  western  boundary  of  this 
territory  April  22d,  Mr.  Roche,  mounted  on  an 
old  mule,  arrived  at  the  site  of  his  present  home, 
now  known  as  the  Fairview  stock  farm,  and  filed 
his  claim  to  the  same  on  the  1st  of  the  following 
May.  On  this  place,  situated  in  the  northeastern 
corner  of  section  29,  Grant  township,  he  at  once 
erected  a small  house,  the  first  one  put  up  on  the 
main  road  between  Guthrie  and  Kingfisher.  One 
hundred  and  ten  acres  are  now  devoted  to  the 
raising  of  wheat  and  corn,  for  which  the  land 
seems  specially  adapted.  Among  the  numerous 
improvements  which  the  owner  has  made  upon 
his  farm  are  the  orchard,  well  and  reservoir, 
which  add  so  much  to  the  value  of  this  model 
country-seat. 

In  1881  Mr.  Roche  married  Elizabeth  Garvin, 
of  Shelby  county,  111.,  daughter  of  Shem  Gar- 
vin, who  was  born  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  the  prairie  state  in  its 
pioneer  days.  Lie  was  noted  as  a hunter,  and 
often  went  on  long  trips  with  the  Indians  in 
quest  of  game.  For  years  he  owned  a Hour  mill 
at  Windsor,  111.,  which  was  the  first  one  erected 
between  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
The  Garvins  trace  their  line  back  to  four  broth- 
ers who  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  at 
an  early  day,  one  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  two 
in  Ohio,  and  the  other  in  Maryland.  On  the 
maternal  side,  Mrs.  Roche  traces  her  ancestry 
back  to  the  Wolfe  family,  from  which  General 
Wolfe,  of  London  Lane  fame,  sprang.  Mrs. 
Roche  possesses  considerable  artistic  talent,  as 
a number  of  beautiful  landscapes  painted  by  her 
abundantly  testify.  Among  them  are  views  of 
Xiagara  Falls  and  one  of  the  old  “Skeleton 
Ranch,"  on  Skeleton  creek,  and  one  of  the  spots 
where  the  old  Chisholm  trail  crosses  Cimarron 
river.  Also  of  a literary  turn  of  mind,  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Lithia  Springs  (111.)  Chautauqua 
organization,  makes  a point  of  attending  its  ses- 
sions and  has  contributed  papers  on  different 
subjects  several  years  at  these  convocations. 

In  his  political  convictions  Mr.  Roche  has 
been  a “Greenbacker"  for  a number  of  vears. 
While  a resident  of  Indiana  he  served  for  one 
term  as  deputy  county  treasurer,  and  also  was 
deputy  sheriff  for  one  term.  In  Illinois  he  was 
clerk  of  Richland  township  for  two  years,  and 
was  a member  of  the  city  council  of  Windsor 
for  a period.  Fraternally  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow, 
and  retains  his  membership  in  Sterling  Lodge 
Xo.  13  r,  of  Rice  county,  Ivans. 
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JOHN  S.  SNODGRASS.  Though  not  far 
from  the  age  of  three-score  at  the  time  of 
his  settlement  in  this  territory,  John  S. 
Snodgrass  possessed  the  energy  and  executive 
ability  of  one  many  years  hi>  junior,  and  what 
he  has  accomplished  during  his  residence  in 
Grant  township  would  do  credit  to  any  man. 
He  is  public  spirited  and  takes  the  interest  of 
the  true  patriot  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
progress  of  his  home  community,  and  the  coun- 
try in  general. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Fran- 
cis Snodgrass,  was  born  in  West  Virginia  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  that  state.  His  ancestors 
were  pioneers  of  Virginia,  and  originally  the 
family  lived  in  Ireland.  Some  of  them  took  part 
in  the  early  wars  with  the  Indians,  and  theirs 
was  the  spirit  which  surmounts  all  dangers  and 
obstacles.  Lemuel,  father  of  John  S.  Snodgrass, 
was  born  in  Monongahela  county,  W.  \ a.,  in 
1800,  and  passed  about  forty-five  years  of  his  life 
in  his  native  state.  He  then  removed  to  Wash- 
ington county,  Ohio,  where,  as  formerly,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  tilling  of  the  soil.  Subsequently 
he  went  to  Waubansee  county,  Kaus.,  and  spent 
his  last  years  in  the  homes  of  his  sons,  dving 
when  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.  His  wife,  Jane 
(Stephens)  Snodgrass,  was  born  in  Greene 
county.  Pa.,  and  attained  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years,  dying  in  Morris  county,  Kans.  Her  pa- 
rents were  early  settlers  in  Indiana,  and  passed 
their  last  years  in  Virginia. 

John  S.  Snodgrass  was  born  in  1834,  and  is 
one  of  thirteen  children,  some  of  whom  live  in 
Ohio  and  others  in  Virginia.  His  birthplace  is 
in  Monongahela  county,  W.  Va.,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained  mainly  in  the  pioneer  schools 
of  Ohio.  Desiring  to  see  something  of  this 
country  ere  he  decided  upon  a permanent  home, 
he  traveled  to  some  extent  in  Virginia  and  the 
central  states  and  then  went  to  Kansas,  living  at 
different  points  and  experiencing  the  uneasiness 
of  the  political  factions  and  border  troubles  of 
that  period.  In  1865  he  located  in  Brown  county, 
Kans.,  buying  a quarter  section  of  land  situated 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  northwest  of  Atchison. 
For  twenty-six  years  he  cultivated  that  farm, 
reared  his  children  and  performed  all  of  the  du- 
ties devolving  upon  him  as  a citizen  and  neigh- 
bor. 

In  May,  1891,  Mr.  Snodgrass  came  to  Okla- 
homa, bringing  with  him  six  horses.  Here  he 
bought  a quarter  section  of  section  3,  Grant 
township, — practically  a wild  tract  of  land.  In 
the  course  of  time  lie  placed  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  under  the  plow,  planted  a good  or- 
chard and  vineyard,  and  erected  substantial  farm 
buildings.  Later  he  invested  some  of  the  fruits 
of  his  toil  in  more  land,  and  now  owns  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  three  hundred  of  which  are 


usually  sown  to  wheat.  He  also  keeps  a good 
grade  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  is  making  a suc- 
cess of  every  department  of  farming. 

In  1859  Mr.  Snodgrass  married  Sarah  J. 
Cooper,  of  Ohio.  Two  of  their  children  are  de- 
ceased, namely:  Lucretia  and  John  H.,  the  son 
having  attained  the  age  of  twenty-three.  Hiram 
C.  is  engaged  in  the  mining  of  coal  in  Missouri, 
and  George  L.  is  a farmer  of  Kingfisher  county. 
Rose  is  the  wife  of  S.  A.  Tunneson,  of  Enid, 
Okla. ; Mrs.  Susan  J.  Turnbull  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
Davey  live  in  Kansas,  and  the  younger  daugh- 
ters, Minnie  and  Rachel,  arc  yet  at  home. 

Turning  backward  a few  chapters  in  the  his- 
torv  of  Air.  Snodgrass,  we  come  to  the  part 
which  he  played  during  the  terrible  years  of  the 
Civil  war.  Among  the  first  to  enlist  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  Union,  he  served  throughout  the 
conflict,  always  at  his  post  of  duty,  and  confi- 
dentlv  relied  upon,  for  he  won  the  regard  of  all 
of  his  superior  officers.  At  the  time  or  his  enlist- 
ment he  was  made  sergeant  of  Company  F, 
Sixty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  and  later  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  orderly  sergeant.  He  took  part  in 
many  of  the  most  important  campaigns  of  the 
war,  and,  after  accompanying  Sherman  on  his. 
noted  march  to  the  sea,  went  to  Washington  and 
participated  in  the  grand  review.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  at  Louisville,  Ivy.,  July 
8,  1S65.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  for 
seven  years  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  schools  in  district  No.  72,  Grant 
township. 


GUY  W.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  a gentleman  of 
wide  experience  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, is  one  of  the  most  successful  prac- 
titioners of  El  Reno.  Born  in  Nacogdoches, 
Tex.,  August  14,  i860,  he  is  a son  of  Dr.  D.  T. 
and  Alary  (Fall)  Taylor.  His  grandfather,  James, 
was  born  in  Georgia  and  was  a planter  of  that 
state.  He  moved  with  his  family  to  Jackson- 
ville, Tex.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, in  addition  to  farming,  until  his  death. 
He  was  of  New  England  stock,  and  came  from 
the  same  family  as  Dr.  Isaac  E.  Taylor.  Dr. 
D.  T.  Taylor  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  at  an 
early  age  took  up  the  medical  profession.  He 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Aledicine  from 
a medical  college  in  New  Orleans,  and  studied 
under  Drs.  Flint  and  Stone.  Beginning  to  prac- 
tice in  Chireno,  Tex.,  he  later  located  at  Nacog- 
doches, Tex.,  and  removed  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark., 
in  1881,  where  lie' has  been  engaged  in  practice 
ever  since.  He  married  Alarv  Fall,  who  was 
born  in  Georgia,  and  was  one  of  the  first  grad- 
uates in  classics  and  music  at  Alontgomerv  Col- 
lege, of  LaGrange,  Ga.  Her  father,  Dr.  Tohn 
N.  Fall,  was  a very  brilliant  man  and  was  promi- 
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nent  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  state  of  Texas.  He 
was  born  in  Georgia  and  w as  a very  early  settler 
in  Texas,  locating  at  Chircno,  Nacogdoches 
county,  where  he  was  a prominent  physician. 
He  was  associated  with  such  men  as  Samuel 
Houston,  Rusk  and  Ochiltree,  and  served  in  the 
state  senate.  Seven  children,  six  sons  and  one 
daughter,  were  born  to  this  union,  our  subject 
being  the  oldest  and  the  only  one  who  has  lo- 
cated in  Oklahoma  Territory. 

Dr.  Guy  W.  Taylor  received  his  intellectual 
training  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  county,  and  in  Kosse  Academy,  of  Kosse, 
Limestone  county,  Tex.  In  18S1  he  went  to  Hot 
Springs  with  his  father,  under  whom  he  there 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine.  He  entered  the 
Missouri  Medical  College  and  finished  Ins  course 
in  the  Memphis  Hospital  Medical  College  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  graduating  in  18S7,  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Since  then  he 
has  taken  other  hospital  courses  and  by  constant 
study  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times.  • In  1887 
he  began  practicing  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  and 
continued  there  for  four  years,  when  he  went  to 
his  old  home  at  Chireno,  Tex.,  to  settle  some 
business.  Five  years  later  he  returned  to  his 
practice  at  Hot  Springs,  and  there  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1S97,  when  he  located  at  El  Reno. 
He  devotes  all  his  time  to  his  profession  and  has  a 
large  general  practice  in  medicine  and  surgery. 
He  has  made  many  friends  since  he  has  been 
located  here,  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  is  acquainted. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  united  in  marriage  at  Beck- 
ville,  Tex.,  to  Beulah  Kirkley.  who  was  born  in 
St.  Augustine,. Tex.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Guy 
Horace.  Fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  Order,  and  belongs  to  the  Oklahoma  Ter- 
ritory Medical  Association.  Religiously,  he  is 
a member  of  the  MeModist  Episcopal  Church 
South.  In  politics  he  supports  the  Democratic 
part)-. 


WO.  ARMANTROUT.  To  the  somewhat 
aggressive  spirit  of  commercialism  nec- 
essarily keen  in  all  newly  developed  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  is  added  here  and  there  a 
touch  of  the  refining  and  elevating,  by  the  occu- 
pations introduced  along  artistic  lines.  In  these 
days  of  materialistic  tendency,  a practical  art  is 
more  readily  appreciated  than  the  art  of  the  aim- 
less dreamer,  and  no  one  familiar  with  its  prog- 
ress during  the  last  dozen  years- doubts  that  pho- 
tography- may  be  made  a combination  of  the 
practical,  the  ideal,  and  the  artistic.  To  the  con- 
sideration of  the  various  phases  of  lv.s  work 
Mr.  Armantrout  brings  a continually  increasing 
knowledge,  and  keeps  in  touch  with  the  progress 


in  other  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  in  his  own 
painstaking  country.  In  the  matter  of  posing, 
artistic  effect,  and  the  manipulation  of  lights  and 
shadows— the  chairo-scuro  of  Rembrandt — he  is 
perhaps  without  an  equal  for  many  miles  around. 
His  studio  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county— one 
might  almost  say  in  the  territory — and  he  com- 
mands the  appreciation  and  patronage  of  all  true 
lovers  of  conscientiously  rendered  work. 

Of  German  descent,  Mr.  Armantrout  was  born 
in  Wabash  county,  Inch,  in  1870,  and  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Margaret  (\\ hies)  Armantrout,  na- 
tives of  Indiana.  Henry  Armantrout  was  a 
farmer  in  Wabash  county  during  the  earlier  years 
of  his  activity,  and  during  the  Civil  war  served  in 
an  Indiana  regiment.  In  1878  he  removed  to 
Kent  county,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  for  seven  years,  going'  later  to  White 
county,  Ind.,  where  he  is  living  at  the  present 
time.  Margaret  Armantrout  was  a daughter  of 
Frederick  Wiles,  a native  of 'Pennsylvania,  and 
of  German  descent,  who  settled  in  Indiana  about 
1843,  conducting  a farm  in  Miami  county.  Mrs. 
Armantrout  died  in  Indiana,  in  1884.  During 
the  last  century,  the  paternal  great-grandfather 
came  from  Germany  to  America  with  his 
brother,  the  former  settling  in  Pennsylvania  and 
the  latter  in  Virginia.  On  his  father's  farm  in 
Pennsylvania  was  born  the  grandfather  of  W. 
O..  who  was  named  Jeremiah,  and  who  settled  in 
Miami  county,  Ind.,  atid  after  serving  in  the 
Civil  war.  changed  his  location  to  Chebovgan 
county,  Mich.  Upon  a homestead  claim  he  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  for  the  remainder  of 
his  useful  life,  and  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of 
four-score  years.  . 

W.  ( ).  Armantrout  was  one  of  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living:  Michael  is  a photographer 
in  Guthrie,  Okla. ; W.  O.  follows  the  same  occu- 
pation in  Hennessey,  the  two  studios  being  oper- 
ated under  the  name  of  Armantrout  Bros.:  Nel- 
lie is  the  wife  of  Mr.  YanDusen,  of  Wabash 
county,  Ind.;  and  Ada  also  lives  in  Wabash 
county.  After  sixteen  years  of  life  on  the  home 
farm  in  Indiana  and  Michigan,  during-  which 
time  he  studied  diligently  at  the  public  schools 
and  availed  himself  of  opportunities  at  hand. 
W.  O.  Armantrout’ went,  in  1886.  to  Indiana, 
where  he  attained  independence  by  working  on 
the  farms  of  the  surrounding  agriculturists.  A 
change  of  occupation  was  begun  in  1889,  bv  ac- 
cepting a clerkship  in  Kingman,  Kans.,  and  con- 
tinuing the  same  in  Anthonv,  Kans.,  in  1890. 
While  in  the  latter  place  he  began  to  studv  pho- 
tograph)- under  the  able  instruction  of  his 
brother,  with  whom  he  worked  until  1892,  when 
he  started  in  business  for  himself  in  Kiowa.  Kans. 
After  two  years  he  opened  a studio  in  Joplin. 
Mo.,  going  thence  to  Caldwell,  Kans.,  and  in 
1898  opened  the  place  of  business  in  Ilennessev 
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which  has  since  been  the  scene  of  his  pains- 
taking efforts. 

June  13,  1894,  occurred,  in  Anthony,  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Armantrout  and  Ruth  Fain,  a native 
of  Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of  Capt.  J.  S.  Fain, 
a farmer  near  Dandridge.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  in  the  Union  army,  as  captain  of  Corn- 
pan)  A,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  for  two 
wars  served  as  a scout,  piloting  the  army 
through  the  mountains  to  Kentucky.  Later  he 
accomplished  the  feat  of  destroying  the  saltpeter 
works  in  Tennessee.  After  the  war,  Air.  Fain 
engaged  in  farming  in  Tennessee,  and  in  1884 
came  to  Kansas  and  located  on  a farm  near  An- 
thony, where  he  has  retired  from  active  partici- 
pation in  the  affairs  of  business.  His  wife,  for- 
merly Jennie  Mitchell,  was  also  a native  of 
Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of  Wylie  Mitchell,  a 
farmer  and  county  officer.  The  great-grand- 
father, Mitchell,  was  a member  of  the  constitu- 
tional convention  of  Tennessee,  held  at  the  end 
of  the  war,  and  was  a prominent  man  in  the 
affairs  of  his  state.  Airs.  Armantrout  is  one  of 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  The 
others  are:  J.  P.,  in  Anthony,  Ivans.;  F.  PL; 
Eliza;  Myrtle,  and  Ruth.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Armantrout  has  been  born  one  child,  Gertrude. 
Mr.  Armantrout  is  a member  of  the  Oklahoma 
Photographers'  Association.  In  political  affilia- 
tion he  is  connected  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  has  no  political  aspirations.  Fraternally,  he 
is  associated  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  of  the  Home  Forum.  With  his 
family,  he  is  a devoted  member  of  the  Presbv- 
terian  Church,  and  contributes  generously  to- 
wards its  support. 


JC.  ROBIl.  The  history  of  this  popular 
. and  well-known  business  man  of  King- 
fisher will  be  of  interest  to  many  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens. Just  in  the  prime  of  early  man- 
hood, lie  has  achieved  much  for  . one  of  his 
years,  and  dates  his  prosperity  froi.11  the  time 
when  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  inhabitants  of 
this  territory. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  William  Henderson 
Robb,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  of  Scotch 
descent.  At  a very  early  day  lie  settled  In  Illi- 
nois, and  thenceforth  was  numbered  among  its 
agricultural  class,  lie  died  at  Prairie*  Citv,  111., 
in  1S75,  aged  seventy  years.  He  volunteered  as 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  served  with 
the  rank  of  captain.  His  son.  W.  IF.  father  of 
J.  C.  Robb,  was  born  at  Oquavka.  111.,  and.  hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  the  bar,  was  for  many  vears 
engaged  in  practice  at  Leon,  Iowa,  meeting  with 
marked  success.  He  served  as  prosecuting  at- 
torney fur  tiie  county,  and  subsequentlv  acted 
in  the  same  capacity  in  Edwards  county,  Ivans., 


M *39 

for  three  terms.  From  1881  to  1885  he  was 
special  deputy  agent  to  the  Indians,  traveling 
in  different  parts  of  the  west,  and  made  the  large 
settlement  or  payment  to  the  Wisconsin  tribes. 
At  the  close  of  that  service  he  removed  to 
Kinsley,  Ivans.,  and  in  1S92  came  to  Kingfisher. 
The  following  year  he  located  upon  a farm  near 
Enid,  and  is  engaged  in  practice  in  that  town. 

Eiftcen  years  ago  the  death  of  our  subject's 
mother  occurred  in  Leon,  Iowa.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  she  bore  the  name  of  Mary  Hurrah, 
her  father  being  John  A’.  Harrah,  who  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  of  English  descent.  He 
was  a pioneer  of  Ohio,  and  of  Bushnell,  111.,  and 
died  in  that  town  in  1897,  in  his  ninety-third 
year.  Mrs.  Mary  Robb  was  born  near  Bushnell, 
and  passed  her  life  in  Illinois  and  Iowa.  Of  her 
ten  children  four  are  deceased.  One  son,  Will- 
iam II.;  an  expert  mechanic,  has  been  in  the 
United  States  navy  for  several  years,  serving 
on  the  monitor,  “Monadnock,"  much  of  the 
time,  and  at  present  is  in  the  navy  yards  at  San 
Erancisco,  Cal. 

The  birthplace  of  J.  C.  Robb  is  in  Leon,  Iowa, 
and  the  date  of  his  birth  is  April  30,  1866.  He 
received  excellent  educational  advantages  in  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  and  subsequent  to 
bis  graduation  lie  entered  Drake  University,  at 
Des  Moines,  where  lie  pursued  his  studies  for 
two  years.  In  1884  he  took  a position  as  com- 
missary clerk  at  Ouapaw,  I.  T.,  under  his  father, 
■and  discharged  Ids  duties  very  creditably.  At 
the  end  of  eighteen  months,  in  1885,  lie  went 
to  Kinsley,  Ivans.,  where  he  occupied  a clerkship 
in  the  postoffice  for  a year.  His  next  experience 
was  in  the  railroad  business,  as  lie  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  passengers'  ticket  office  of  the 
Santa  Ee  road  at  Colorado  Springs,  and  later 
served  in  the  interests  of  that  company  in  Den- 
ver. i laving  acquired  an  excellent  reputation 
for  ability  and  reliability,  he  then  received 
greater  honors  and  trusts,,  in  all  of  which  he 
acquitted  himself  with  credit. 

On  the  opening  day  in  Oklahoma  Mr.  Robb 
came  to  Kingfisher  as  local  representative  of 
the  Santa  Ee,  the  cross  stage  line,  and  the  Wells- 
Eargo  Express  Company.  In  addition  to  this, 
he  served  as  assistant  to  the  postmaster.  I.  \V. 
A I ills,  and  in  September,  1890,  was  made  chief 
deputy  of  the  United  States  marshal,  William 
Grimes.  Guthrie  being  his  headquarters.  On 
the  19th  of  April,  1892,  he  located  a claim  on 
Cooper  creek,  ten  miles  northwest  of  King- 
fisher. and  hi  September  resigned  his  positions, 
in  order  to  improve  his  proper, tv.  In  1895  he 
was  appointed  under-sheriff  by  B.  W.  Burchett, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  two  vears.  Po- 
litically lie  is  a stajich  Republican. 

In  July,  1807,  Mr.  Robb  embarked  in  the 
grain  business  in  Kingfisher,  and  in  the  follow- 
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mg'  year  erected  the  elevator  known  by  his 
name.  It  has  a capacity  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand bushels,  and  is  operated  by  steam  power. 
Within  such  a short  time,  the  trade  which  Mr. 
Robb  has  built  up  in  this  locality  is  really  won- 
derful, and  rapidly  increasing  in,  volume.  In 
January,  njoo,  he  handled  over  twenty-two  cars 
a week  at  his  elevator,  shipments  being  chiefly 
to  southern  and  coast  ports.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Grain  Dealers’  Association  of 
Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territories,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1899-1900  was  its  secretary.  In  1898 
he  opened  a feed  and  seed  store  in  the  court- 
house block,  in  Kingfisher.  This  is  by  far  the 
largest  place  of  the  kind  in  the  county,  and  be- 
sides doing  a large  wholesale  and  retail  business 
in  flour  and  feed,  he  deals  extensively  in  all 
kinds  of  seeds,  including  broom  corn. 

In  1890  Mr.  Robb  married  one  of  Kingfish- 
er's popular  young  ladies,  Miss  Sally  Belle 
Cleaver,  daughter  of  Nathan  B.  Cleaver,  a police 
justice  of  this  city.  She  was  born  in  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  and  received,  a liberal  education.  Her 
father  was  a prominent  citizen  of  Lebanon,  and 
served  as  sheriff  of  Warren  county  for  some 
time.  A little  daughter,  Helen,  graces  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robb. 


Jj.  WEIMER,  whose  pleasant  home  is  situ- 
ated  in  section  21,  Cimarron  township, 
Kingfisher  county,  came  to  this  locality 
from  Sumner  county,  Ivans.,  on  the  22nd  of 
April,  1889,  and  has  been  actively  associated  with 
the  upbuilding  of  this  territory,  which,  at  no 
distant  date,  assuredly  will  be  admitted  to  the 
sisterhood  of  states. 

Of  German  ancestry,  the  Weimer  family  has 
lived  in  Pennsylvania  for  several  generations, 
contributing  largelv  to  the  welfare  of  that  pros- 
perous state.  They  were  numbered  among  the 
pioneers  of  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  and  there  oc- 
curred the  births  of  our  subject  and  his  parents, 
Samuel  and  Priscilla  (McKenzie)  Weimer.  The 
mother  passed  to  her  reward  at  the  age  of  three- 
score years,  but  the  father  is  yet  living  upon  the 
old  homestead  in  his  native  county,  and  of  their 
ten  surviving  children  only  two  are  in  the  west, 
the  other  being  a resident  of  Buena  Vista  county, 
Iowa. 

J.  J.  Weimer  was  born  in  1855,  aml  spent  his 
boyhood  in  the  usual  occupations  of  farmers’ 
sons.  Eor  several  years  after  his  marriage  he 
lived  in  Erostburg,  Md.,  and  in  1881  came  to  the 
west,  believing  that  his  fortunes  would  thereby 
be  bettered.  For  eight  years  or  more  he  was 
actively  engaged  in  farming,  and  met  with  fair 
success  in  his  undertaking,  yet  he  was  glad  to 
avail  himself  of  a chance  to  locate  in  Oklahoma. 
On  the  day  that  this  land  of  promise  was  opened 


to  home-seekers  he  made  the  race  from  Buffalo 
Springs,  on  the  north,  and  secured  the  claim 
which  he  has  since  been  occupied  in  improving. 
At  first  a board  hut,  six  by  eight  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, served  as  a shelter,  and  later,  a substan- 
tial dug-out,  twelve  by  twenty  feet,  made  a 
comfortable  home  for  three  winters.  In  time, 
this  was  supplanted  by  a better  one,  twenty  by 
twenty-four  feet  in  dimensions,  and  thus,  step  by 
step,  the  proprietor  has  advanced,  prudently 
keeping  out  of  debt,  and  providing  for  his  family 
as  well  as  his  means  would  permit.  He  reserves 
only  enough  land  for  his  orchard  and  pastures, 
planting  the  rest  with  wheat  and  corn.  Three 
excellent  wells  and  two  hundred  bearing  trees 
are  among  the  improvements  which  he  has  made 
on  the  place,  and  thus  a sufficiency  of  pure  water 
and  a variety  of  fruit  are  assured.  He  keeps  a 
good  grade  of  live  stock  and  has  made  somewhat 
of  a specialty  of  feeding  hogs. 

Politically,  Mr.  Weimer  is  a Democrat,  and  for 
five  years  has  been  a member  of  the  township 
board  of  officials.  That  he  has  attained  success 
may  be  seen  from  a glance  backward  of  eleven 
years,  when  he  arrived  in  this  territory  $200  in 
debt,  and  .a  glance  at  his  desirable  farm,  which 
stands  as  a monument  to  his  good  management. 
In  the  fall  of  1900  Mr.  Weimer  built  a handsome 
residence,  18x31  feet,  two  stories  in  height.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  both  himself  and 
wife  have  been  specially  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  Sunday  school,-  serving,  respectively,  as 
superintendent  and  teacher  for  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Weimer  and  Miss  Nancy 
Crow  took  place  in  Allegany  county,  Md.,  in 
1881.  Their  eldest  son,  Reginald,  is  a resident  of 
Cumberland,  Md.,  and  the  others  are  at  home, 
namely:  Taney,  Rellie,  Benjamin,  Myrtle  Della 
and  Roy. 


JOHN  G.  WICK  has  been  a resident  of 
Oklahoma  since  its  opening,  and  during 
the  first  eighteen  months  here  lived  upon 
a claim,  but  in  1891  came  to  El  Reno,  where  he 
engaged  in  his  occupation  as  a blacksmith.  He 
is  a native  of  Baden,  Herdhen,  Germanv,  his 
birth  having  occurred  January  2,  1852. 

Frederick  V ick,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  died  when  the  lat- 
ter was  a year  old.  and  the  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Regina  Steincgger,  died  in  Fredericks- 
ville.  111.  She  had  two  sons:  our  subject,  and 
Frederick,  who  resides  in  Fredericksville,  111.  J. 
G.  V ick  was  a lad  of  twelve  years  when  his 
mother  brought  her  family  to  the  United  States. 
I hey  sailed  from  Havre  in  the  boat  ‘"Munsev,” 
the  voyage  occupying  fifty-eight  days.  Landing 
in  New  York  City,  they  went  to  Highland,  Madi- 
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soil  county,  111.,  where  our-subject  began  attend- 
ing school,  and  later  in  his  youth,  as  he  was 
busy  learning  his  trade  during  the  day,  went  to  a 
night  school.  Beginning  at  nineteen  years,  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  to  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  in  Highland,  and  from  there 
went  to  Geneseo,  111.,  where  he  had  a shop  of 
his  own.  However,  he  only  remained  there  until 
1874,  when  he  went  to  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and 
opened  a shop,  and  a year  later  engaged  in 
business  at  Fountainelle,  at  first  as  an  employe. 
In  1883  he  sold  his  shop,  and,  going  to  Cali- 
fornia, started  in  business  at  Los  Angeles,  where 
he  continued  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  pe- 
riod he  returned  east  to  Sterling,  Ivans.,  where  he 
followed  his  trade.  In  1889  lie  located  on  a claim 
at  Kingfisher,  Okla.,  but  after  spending  eighteen 
months  tilling  the  soil,  sold  his  farm  to  return 
to  his  trade.  Locating  in  El  Reno,  he  went  into 
partnership  with  a Mr.  Dowell,  the  firm  name 
being  Dowell  & Wicks,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
years  he  bought  out  his  partner,  and  has  since 
been  carrying  on  the  business  alone.  His  shop 
is  located  on  Wade  street,  and  having  a thorough 
knowledge  of  his  business,  he  has  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  trade.  He  owns  his  home, 
which  he  built  on  East  Wade  street. 

Mr.  Wick  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Melscena  Leach  of  Iowa,  and  they 
had  three  children:  Spencer  J.,  Fountainelle,  and 
William  Oscar.  His  second  union  was  with 
Miss  Henriette  Allen,  a native  of  Michigan,  and 
this  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children,  namely:  Harold  George:  John  D.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months;  and  Lela. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  has  served  as  noble 
grand,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Encampment.  In 
politics  he  supports  the  Democrats.  A member 
of  the  volunteer  fire  department  of  El  Reno, 
Company  No.  1,  he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
same  for  three  terms;  is  one  of  the  company’s 
oldest  members,  and  has  attended  manv  of  the 
firemen's  tournaments  held  in  the  territorv. 


HON.  GEORGE  F.  WATTSON.  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  who  saw  hard  service 
throughout  that  dreadful  conflict,  is  a 
prominent  man  of  El  Reno  and  is  now  serving  as 
postmaster.  During  his  long  career  he  has  held 
many  offices  of  public  trust,  and  never  has  failed 
to  discharge  his  duties  in  a most  satisfactory 
manner  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Wattson  was  born  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  Au- 
gust 19,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  R.  and 
Jane  (Mathews')  Wattson.  His  grandfather  was 
Job  Wattson,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia.  The 
latter  was  a glazier  by  trade,  but  later  followed 
the  hotel  business.  He  was  living  at  Adrian, 
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Midi.,  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  The  family  is 
of  English  extraction  and  was  early  established 
in  Philadelphia,  where  it  was  prominent  in  the 
Friends  Society.  Charles  R.  Wattson  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  when  a young  man 
moved  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  where  he  was  a commis- 
sion merchant.  His  first  warehouse  there  was 
at  the  end  of  the  Erie  & Kalamazoo  Railroad 
(now  the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road). He  also  engaged  in  the  grain  business 
until  1847,  when  he  became  totally  blind  and 
gave  up  his  business.  In  1852  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  and  later 
to  a farm  seven  miles  east  of  Decorah,  Iowa,  in 
Winneshiek  county.  In  1865  he  removed  to 
Worth  county,  where  his  sons  were  living,  and 
in  1872  went  to  Poway  Valiev,  Cal.,  dying  near 
San  Diego  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Re- 
ligiously, he  was  of  the  Episcopal  faith.  He 
married  Jane  Mathews,  who  was  born  in  Glamor- 
ganshire, Wales,  and  died  in  Michigan.  Her 
father  was  a man  of  wealth  and  traveled  round 
the  world  twice.  The  Mathews  family  record  is 
traceable  back  to  the  ninth  century,  and  its  mem- 
bers have  all  been  of  high  caliber.  Mrs.  Wattson 
died  in  1847.  Three  children  blessed  this  union: 
Edward,  who  went  to  California  in  1859,  and 
died  at  Port  Townsend,  Ore.;  Charles  Chauncy, 
and  George  F.,  whose  name  appears  above. 
Charles  C\,  who  served  in  Company  D,  Third 
Iowa  Infantry,  lost  an  arm  in  the  battle  of 
Hatchies  Run.  Pie  now  lives  at  Poway  Valley, 
Cal.,  and  formerly  was  a member  of  the  lower 
house  of  the  California  legislature. 

George  F.  Wattson  was  reared  in  Michigan, 
where  he  lived  until  1852,  when  he  went  to  Iowa 
and  worked  upon  the  farm.  In  May,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
was  mustered  into  the  army  in  July,  at  Burling- 
ton, Iowa.  He  served  in  the  engagements  at 
P'ort  Madrid.  Iuka,  Corinth,  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
Champion  Hill,  Black  River  Bridge,  and  at  Jack- 
son,  Miss.  After  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  he  was 
taken  sick  and  upon  his  recovery  was  placed  on 
detail  duty  at  Memphis  for  six  months,  by  Gen- 
eral Hulbert.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  at 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  was  at  Kingston  when  his 
term  of  enlistment  expired,  receiving  his  honora- 
ble discharge  in  August.  1864,  at  Clinton,  Iowa. 
In  September  of  the  same  year  he  re-enlisted  in 
Company  M,  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry,  a consolidated 
regiment,  and  was  sent  south.  He  served  at 
Spring  Hill,  Franklin,  Nashville  and  Duck 
River,  and  followed  Flood  to  Tennessee,  then  to 
Alabama.  He  was  at  Selma,  Montgomerv,  and 
Macon,  going  to  Macon  with  Wilson.  It  was  a 
great  cavalry  raid  with  such  men  as  Generals 
Forrest  and  Wheeler  to  contend  with,  and  mam- 
stores  and  towns,  including  Selma.  Columbus 
and  Macon,  were  captured  by  the  Federals. 
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Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  the  regiment  was 
sent  here  and  there  until  finally  mustered  out 
in  Nashville;  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  at 
Clinton,  Iowa.  He  was  never  seriously  wounded, 
but  was  slightly  injured  many  times  and  had 
many  narrow  escapes.  After  the  war  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Northwood,  Worth 
county,  Iowa,  for  two  years,  then  started  in  the 
drug  business  there.  He  continued  in  that  voca- 
tion for  nine  years,  and  in  the  meantime,  in  1873. 
was  elected  sheriff  of  Worth  county.  He  held 
that  office  for  six  years,  then  was  mayor  for  one 
year,  and  served  in  the  council  for  three  or  four 
years.  In  1881  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Northwood,  Iowa,  and  after  holding  that  office 
a year  resigned,  and  in  1883  was  elected  repre- 
sentative of  the  eighty-sixth  district,  comprising 
three  counties.  He  served  in  the  twentieth  gen- 
eral assembly,  which  re-elected  Allison  to  the 
United  States  senate,  was  chairman  of  different 
improvement  committees,  and  was  very  active  in 
the  work  of  that  session,  but  refused  a renomina- 
tion for  that  office.  Having  drawn  up  a railroad 
measure  to  strengthen  the  railroad  commission 
and  give  the  state  the  power  to  bring  suit,  he 
secured  its  passage,  and  it  not  only  now  is  the 
law  of  Iowa,  but  also  was  adopted  by  Wisconsin 
and  other  states.  It  compels  railroads  to  run 
trains  over  the  roads  where  they  hold  a charter, 
thus  establishing  a precedent  which  originated 
with  him.  He  continued  in  the  drug  business  at 
Northwood  until  1888,  when  he  was  burned  out, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1889  removed  to  Vernon,  Tex., 
because  of  poor  health.  He  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  there  until  March,  1892,  when  he 
located  at  El  Reno.  There  he  was  employed  in 
the  same  line  of  business,  and  in  a short  time 
located  a claim  in  Canadian  county,  which  he 
improved.  Later  returning  to  El  Reno,  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  El  Reno  in  July,  1897, 
in  which  capacity  he  has  since  efficiently  served. 

Mr.  Wattson  was  married  in  Northwood, 
Iowa,  to  Eelixcm  Wardali,  who  was  born  in 
Springfield,  111.,  and  died  in  El  Reno  in  1895. 
They  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  as  follows: 
George  IT.,  who  is  in  the  hardware  business  at 
C hamberlain,  S.  IT;  Mrs.  Carrie  G.  Gunn,  of  El 
Reno;  Charles  G..  chief  clerk  in  the  El  Reno 
postoffice;  Robert  K.,  am]  Kenneth  E.  He 
formed  a second  matrimonial  alliance  at  El  Reno 
with  Mrs.  Ada  Birney,  a native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Initiated  into  the  Masonic  order  at  North- 
wood,  Iowa,  Air.  Wattson  now  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason  of  El  Reno.  He  now  belongs  to  El  Reno 
Post  To.  7,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  past  commander  of 
the  Iowa  post  to  which  he  formerly  belonged. 
He  is  a member  and  trustee  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican and  is  president  of  the  El  Reno  Club. 


AJ.  THOMPSON,  the  present  popular  post- 
4 master  of  Okarche,  and  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  this  place,  was  born  in 
Crawford  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Eliza  (Gearheart)  Thompson,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  In  early 
life  the  father  moved  to  the  Keystone  State,  and 
in  1841  to  McHenry  county,  111.,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  both  he  and  his  wife 
dying  there  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He 
was  a member  of  a Vermont  regiment  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
In  his  family  were  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

On  the  home  farm  in  McHenry  county,  111., 
A.  J.  Thompson  grew  to  manhood.  Soon  after 
attaining  his  majority  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
and  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Fifteenth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry  at  the  first  call  for  troops. 
He  was  on  detached  duty  most  of  the  time  in  the 
commissary  department  at  Memphis  and  New 
Orleans,  but  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
with  his  regiment,  and  was  wounded  in  that  en- 
gagement. After  three  years  of  faithful  service, 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Springfield,  111., 
in  1864. 

Air.  Thompson  spent  the  next  three  years  in 
Colorado  and  Nebraska.  Lie  was  engaged  in 
trading,  merchandising  and  mining  in  Alpine, 
Tin  Cup  and  Frisco,  Colo.,  and  carried  on  milling 
at  McCook,  Neb.,  for  five  years.  He  made  the 
race  for  a claim  when  this  section  of  the  territory 
was  opened  up,  April  19,  1892,  and  located  on 
what  is  now  the  Henry  Bumhoff  farm,  near 
Okarche,  but  finding  his  claim  disputed,  he  soon 
left  it  and  settled  in  Okarche,  where  he  raised 
a tent,  18x4.8  feet,  and  commenced  dealing  in 
fuel  and  agricultural  implements.  The  same  fall 
he  built  a warehouse,  and  has  since  enlarged  his 
place  of  business  to  meet  the  growing  demands 
of  his  trade.  He  carries  a large  and  well-selected 
stock  of  farm  machinery,  and  also  deals  in  grain 
and  coal.  Here  he  has  steadily  prospered  and  is 
to-day  quite  well-to-do.  Besides  his  business 
property,  he  owns  a comfortable  and  commodi- 
ous home,  and  another  nice  residence  in  the  vil- 
lage, also  two  or  three  good  farms  aggregating 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 

In  Oklahoma  City,  Air.  Thompson  married 
Mrs.  Alar}-  Rainey,  who  died  in  Okarche,  leaving 
two  daughters,  Alyrtle  and  Alary.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  and  a prominent  member  of 
Sherron  Post  No.  27,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is 
past  commander,  and  also  a member  of  Pawnee 
1 ribc  No.  17,  I.  O.  R.  AL,  of  which  he  is  the 
present  sachem.  While  not  a politician,  he  takes 
an  active  interest  in  politics,  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  been  a member 
of  the  county  central  committee  from  Harrison 
township.  He  is  now  efficiently  serving  as  post- 
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master  of  Okarche,  having  been  appointed  to  that 
ofj'ice  by  President  McKinley.  He  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of 
the  town,  was  the  first  to  erect  a dwelling  there, 
..ave  the  use  of  his  tent  for  the  first  religious 
service,  helped  to  build  the  first  church,  and 
has  been  first  in  business  undertakings  generally. 


RS.TRULOCKis  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
exercise  their  influence  and  invest  their 
capital  in  such  a manner  as  to  ad- 
vance the  conditions  of  Oklahoma,  and  he  enjoys 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  El  Reno's  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  citizens.  He  was 
born  August  1 1 , 1868.  near  Pine  Bluff,  Ark., 
and  is  a son  of  X.  B.  Trulock.  and  grandson  of 
James  Trulock. 

The  Trulocks  originated  in  England,  and  the 
family  settled  in  Maryland  at  an  early  day,  from 
which  state  several  of  the  name  moved  to  Geor- 
gia. James  Trulick  was  born  in  the  state  last 
mentioned,  where  he  was  a planter  until  1849, 
when  he  moved  to  a plantation  nine  miles  below 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  there  living  until  death  claimed 
him  in  the  year  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Amanda  Beardsley,  who  was  a native 
of  Connecticut,  and  whose  ancestors  were  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  X.  B.  Trulock  was  born 
near  Brunswick,  Ga.,  and  after  the  Civil  war  he 
and  his  brother,  J.  B.  Trulock,  engaged  in  the 
banking  and  real  estate  business  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Ark.  lie  married  Miss  Marianna  Phelps  Lewis, 
of  P.ridgeport,  Conn.,  and  a daughter  of  Joseph 
C.  Lewis,  also  a native  of  Connecticut.  He  was 
a carriage  manufacturer  at  Bridgeport,  but  had 
his  main  office  in  New  York  City.  Isaac  Lewis, 
her  grandfather,  was  a silversmith  at  Bridgeport. 
The  Lewis  family  originated  in  Wales,  and  the 
first  of  the  line  who  came  to  America  was  a 
passenger  in  the  "Mayflower,”  in  1620.  Our 
subject’s  mother  is  still  living  and  is  a devoted 
member  of  the  Episcopalian  Church.  Of  the 
tin  "ce  children  born  to  XT.  B.  Trulock  and  wife, 
our  subject  and  Walter  X.  are  still  living.  The 
latter  is  a cotton  buyer  at  Pine  Bluff.  Ark. 

R.  S.  Trulock  received  his  early  schooling  at 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  and  at  fifteen  went  to  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  to  enter  Park  Avenue  Institute, 
there  to  prepare  for  college,  but  after  he  arrived 
at  Bridgeport  his  ambition  to  earn  his  own  live- 
lihood led  him  to  seek  emplovment  in  a gas 
plant,  of  which  his  father  was  a large  stockholder, 
lie  secured  a position  and  bv  the  time  he  was 
seventeen  was  manager  of  the  same  for  his  father. 
W hen  that  plant  was  sold,  he  began  clerking  in  a 
hardware  store,  and  at  the  end  of  a year  became 
billing  clerk  in  a wholesale  grocery,  in  which  his 
lather  was  interested.  He  retained  that  position 
three  years,  and  in  1S94  came  to  El  Reno,  to 


take  charge  of  the  El  Reno  Ice  and  Coal  Com- 
pany, in  which  his  father,  uncle  and  himself  are 
interested.  Their  plant  covers  about  five  acres, 
on  which  they  have  a large  cold-storage  house 
and  several  artificial  wells.  This  company  ships 
ice  to  all  parts  of  the  territory,  and  uses  the  Boyle 
improved  ice  machinery,  which  can  turn  out 
seventy-five  tons  per  day.  Our  subject  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Southwestern  Ice  Manufacturing  As- 
sociation, and  also  is  interested  in  the  grain 
business,  being  a stockholder  in  the  Choctaw 
Mill  and  Elevator  Company,  which  was  organ- 
ized in.  1897.  This  company  buys  a large  amount 
of  grain  during  the  year,  and  besides  having  an 
elevator  in  El  Reno  they  have  no  less  than  eight 
elevators  located  at  different  points  along  the 
Choctaw  Railroad.  The  Trulocks  also  own  con- 
siderable real  estate  in  and  around  El  Reno. 
Their  sifccess  is  due  to  good  business  ability  and 
untiring  energy,  and  honest  and  straightforward 
business  methods  have  won  for  them  hosts  of 
friends,  who  hold  them  in  high  esteem. 

Mr.  Trulock  was  married  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark., 
to  Miss  Toe  Johnson,  a native  of  Pine  Bluff,  and 
a daughter  of  Willis  D.  Johnson,  who  was  born 
in  Mississippi,  but  now  is  an  attorney  and  real 
estate  dealer  in  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Mr.  Trulock 
is  a believer  in  Christian  Science  and  politically 
is  a strong  Free-Silver  Democrat. 


APT.  PI.  C.  BEAMER,  the  proprietor  and 
superintendent  of  the  Oklahoma  Institute 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  at  Guthrie,  is 
making  a marked  success  of  the  undertaking. 
The  general  public  is  greatly  interested  in  the 
institution,  which  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in 
the  territory,  and  which,  though  comparatively 
in  its  infancy,  has  already  attained  importance 
in  the  educational  field.  A’  brief  review  of  its 
history  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  this  article. 

H.  C.  Beamer,  who  was  born  near  Smith- 
town.  about  fifteen  miles  from  Hagerstown, 
kid.,  March  41,  1838,  is  a son  of  Philip  and  Re- 
becca t Stover)  Beamer,  both  natives  of  Har- 
bough  Valley,  kid.  Five  of  their  children  sur- 
vive, and  four  of  their  sons  fought  for  the  Union 
during  the  Civil  war.  Martin  L.,  who  was  a 
member  of  a West  Virginia  regiment,  and  was 
voted  a medal  for  conspicuous  bravery,  died  in 
Pennsylvania.  Daniel,  who  was  employed  by 
the  government  as  a general  scout,  was  killed 
during  his  service  in  Wyoming  Territory,  by 
accident,  his  horse  falling  upon  him.  Albert,  a 
private  in  a Pennsylvania  regiment,  had  his  right 
arm  shot  off  in  the  battle  of  Antietam. 

In  his  youth,  IT.  C.  Beamer  resided  in  his  na- 
tive state  and  in  Union  county.  Pa.,  where  he 
learned  the  cooper's  trade.  That  calling,  united 
with  agriculture,  occupied  his  time  until  the  Civil 
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war.  Loyally  responding  to  his  country’s  call 
for  help,  lie  enlisted  in  Company  G,  First  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  July  30,  1861,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  He  participated  in 
twenty-three  severe  battles,  including  second 
Bull  Run,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsvillc,  Ta- 
neytown,  and  the  numerous  engagements  of  that 
campaign.  Gradually  he  was  promoted,  on  ac- 
count of  signal  bravery  and  reliability,  from  one 
rank  to  another,  until  he  had  been  commissioned 
as  first  lieutenant  bv  Governor  Curtin,  in  1863, 
and  the  same  year  was  commissioned  as  cap- 
tain, by  the  same  governor.  Owing  to  impaired 
health,  he  resigned  at  the  end  of  two  years  and 
eleven  months  of  hard,  constant  service,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  in  June,  1864. 

After  nearly  a year  spent  in  recuperating.  Cap- 
tain Beamer  engaged  in  speculating  in  petro- 
leum, and  for  nine  years  was  connected  with  the 
development  of  the  oil  industry  in  Pennsylvania. 
Most  of  the  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  pipe 
line  department,  and  financial  success  attended 
him.  After  visiting  the  Centennial  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1876,  he  traveled  extensively  in  the  south 
and  other  parts  of  the  country.  On  the  22nd 
of  April,  1889,  he  came  to  Guthrie,  and  for  some 
time  was  engaged  in  business  at  the  corner  of 
Second  and  Oklahoma  streets.  He  kept  a fine 
line  of  carriages  and  light  vehicles,  and  built  up 
a large  and  paying  local  trade.  Lately  he  has 
devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  Institute,  and 
has  withdrawn  from  other  enterprises. 

The  captain’s  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hor- 
ton, a native  of  the  Keystone  state,  was  solem- 
nized in  Union  county,  Pa.,  December  24,  1874. 
In  fraternal  circles,  as  well  as  in  business  con- 
nections. the  captain  is  very  popular,  and  in 
Hartranft  Post  No.  2,  G.  A.  R.,  of  this  city,  he 
has  been  commander  two  terms.  Politicallv,  he 
is  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party. 

According  to  an  act  passed  by  the  Oklahoma 
legislature,  provision  for  the  care  of  the  deaf, 
dumb  and  blind  children  of  this  territory  has 
been  made,  contracts  being  entered  into  with  a 
responsible  person.  Captain  Beamer,  having 
been  the  one  chosen  for  this  important  position, 
erected  necessary  buildings  in  a beautiful  site, 
tlie  grounds  being  on  the  bank  of  the  Cotton- 
wood, and  about  two  blocks  in  extent.  After  a 
trial,  he  became  convinced  that  the  blind  should 
have  a special  institution  and  particular  privi- 
leges, and  his  request  to  be  relieved  of  this  por- 
tion of  his  task  was  granted.  Fifty  pupils,  whose 
ages  may  range  from  five  to  twenty-one  years, 
can  be  accommodated  at  present.  The  girls, 
with  the  superintendent’s  family  and  the  teach- 
ers, are  domiciled  in  the  main  building,  where  the 
parlors,  dining-rooms  and  kitchens  are  located, 
while  the  boys’  dormitorv  is  in  a separate  build- 
ing, and  the  three-room  school  building  is  just 


across  the  street  from  the  main  building.  The 
educational  department,  which  is  under  the  care 
of  Miss  L.  K.  Thompson,  a teacher  of  twenty- 
five  vears’  experience  in  schools  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  is  in  a flourishing  condition.  She  has 
been  connected  with  the  state  schools  of  Illinois, 
Ohio,  and  Colorado,  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
this  noble  work.  The  method  used  here  is  what 
is  known  as  the  “combined”  system,  beginners 
being  taught  by  a deaf  teacher,  while  other 
classes  are  instructed  by  persons  whose  hearing 
is  unimpaired.  The  “oral”  system  is  proving 
beneficial  to  pupils  who  have  partial  hearing 
and  power  over  the  voice.  The  buildings  are 
equipped  with  all  modern  appliances  and  con- 
veniences, and  a fine  system  prevails  everywhere 
in  the  institution.  The  school  is  taxed  to  its  limit 
this  year,  and  doubtless  additional  accommoda- 
tions will  soon  have  to  be,  furnished.  Capiain 
Beamer  deserves  great  credit  for  the  success  he 
has  made  of  this  institution,  and  the  public  is 
unsparing  in  his  praise. 


GEORGE  C.  BOLEND.  This  sterling  pio- 
neer of  Kingfisher  is  a pioneer  engineer  as 
well,  his  experience  covering  about  two- 
score  years,  from  ante-bellum  days  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio  rivers  to  the  present,  in  the 
west.  Fie  has  been  in  the  front  ranks  of  his 
calling  since  he  arrived  at  maturity,  and  has 
commanded  high  salaries  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  career. 

The  paternal  great-grandparents  of  George  C. 
Bolend  came  to  the  United  States  from  England 
and  his  maternal  ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction.  Grandfather  Thomas  Bolend  was 
born  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  and  owned  a large  planta- 
tion prior  to  his  removal  to  Tennessee,  thence  to 
Illinois  in  its  early  days.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  His  son,  Jackson,  father  of 
George  C.,  was  born  on  the  pioneer  farm  near 
Marion,  111.,  but  was  reared  in  Tennessee, 
whither  the  family  returned  after  a few  years  of 
experience  in  the  new  state  of  Illinois.  Of  a 
mechanical  turn  of  mind,  Jackson  Bolend  con- 
cluded to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
work  of  an  engineer,  and  soon  took  a position  on 
a steamboat  plying  the  Mississippi.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  occupied  the  responsible  position 
of  chief  engineer  on  the  river  boats,  and  during 
the  Civil  war  rendered  important  service  to  the 
government  as  chief  engineer  on  transports. 
For  years  his  home  was  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.. 
and  at  other  river  cities,  but  at  length  lie  retired 
from  his  old  business  and  commenced  managing 
a hotel  in  St.  Louis,  and  later  conducted  a gro- 
cery there.  Afterwards,  he  was  engaged  in  run- 
ning a railroad  hotel  at  Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  his 
last  years  were  passed  in  Milwaukee,  \Yis.  In 
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ifvjT,  when  in  his  sixty-eighth  year,  he  died  while 
making  a visit  to  our  subject.  His  wife,  Aletlie, 
NV  !>o  was  born  in  the  central  part  of  Tennessee, 
died  in  Cherokee,  Kan.,  and  of  their  five  chil- 
dren two  are  deceased.  Her  father,  a Mr.  New- 
ton, was  a gentleman  of  good  education,  and. for 
vears  he  taught  schools  in  Tennessee. 

The  birth  of  George  C.  Bolend  occurred  in 
Clarksville,  Tenn.,  October  6,  1849.  When  he 
was  ten  years  old  he  often  accompanied  his  father 
on  river  trips,  and  from  nis  fifteenth  year  he  was 
employed  regularly  on  the  steamboats.  In  1866 
lie  commenced  his  career  as  a competent  engi- 
neer. and  in  1870  became  chief  engineer  on  the 
steamboat  “Armedia.”  Tor  seven  years  he  con- 
tinued his  river  service,  and  then  accepted  a 
better  position  on  the  fine  steamer  “North- 
west,’' running  between  Detroit  and  Cleveland, 
and  one  year  more  saw  the  termination  of  his 
marine  life. 

In  1872  Mr.  Bolend  went  to  Sedalia,  and 
thence  to  points  along  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railroad,  thoroughly  weighing  the  pros- 
pects of  that  section  of  the  Union,  and,  incident- 
ally, while  at  Parsons,  Ivans. , he  built  one  of  the 
ti r>t  houses  erected  there.  At  another  time  he 
became  interested  in  the  oil  fields  of  Oil  City, 

I ’a.,  and  devoted  about  eight  months  to  the  en- 
terprise of  pumping  oil.  In  1878  he  located  at  blot 
Springs,  Ark.,  where  lie  was  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  water-works  and  of  the  fire  department 
until  October,  1882.  Then  for  the  ensuing'  seven 
years  he  acted  in  a similar  capacity  in  the  Mil- 
waukee Harvesting  Machine  Company,  in  the 
meantime  putting  in  place  the  large  engines  and 
machinery  in  the  plant. 

When  Oklahoma  was  to  be  opened.  Air.  Bo- 
lend resigned  his  position  and  was  ready  at  the 
boundary  to  make  the  race  for  a claim,  April 
22nd.  He  came  direct  to  Kingfisher,  and  located 
land  on  Kingfisher  creek,  four  miles  and  a half 
northeast  of  the  town.  Under  his  masterlv  skill 
and  well-applied  means  the  rich  soil  soon  began 
Gelding  fine  crops;  a large  orchard  produces  a 
great  variety  of  excellent  fruit,  and  commodious, 
well-built  barns  and  a convenient  house  attest 

his  enterprise.  He  owns  some  real  estate  in 
Kingfisher,  in  addition  to  the  homestead,  and  has 
built  three  good  business  houses  on  Main  street, 
besides  his  own  attractive  residence  on  Sixth 
vtreet.  One  of  the  most  influential  workers  in 
the  interest  of  the  Opera-house  Company,  he 
uas  made  chairman  of  the  building  committee, 
Hiich  erected  a fine,  large  modern  theater,  of 
'Giich  Mr.  Bolend  is  treasurer. 

Tight  years  ago  the  Pabst  Brewing  Company 
' "Ustituted  Air.  Bolend  chief  engineer  and  super- 
mtendent  of  its  cold-storage  plant  at  Kingfisher. 
G<-  supervised  the  placing  of  the  engines  and 
machinery,  and  has  continued  ever  since  as  prac- 


tical manager  of  the  concern.  The  ice  machines 
have  a capacity  of  twenty  tons  daily,  and  in  this 
manufacture  nine  pumps  and  three  engines  (ag- 
gregating about  two  hundred  horse  power)  are 
required. 

In  all  local  affairs  relating  to  the  welfare  of 
Kingfisher  Mr.  Bolend  takes  patriotic  interest, 
and  is  correspondingly  esteemed  by  our  citizens. 
Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and  became  a 
warm  friend  to  its  policy  during  the  stormy  war 
period.  For  a wife  he  chose  Miss  Ethel  McCor- 
mick, of  Cowley  county,  Kans.,  and  they  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  their  two  manly  sons, 
Floyd  J.  and  Rex  G.  The  elder,  F.  J.,  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  Milwaukee  high  school  and  continued 
his  education  in  the  Kingfisher  College  and  in 
the  University  of  Oklahoma.  He  is  pursuing  a 
course  of  pharmacy  and  is  a member  of  the  class 
of  1901. 


ON.  W.  J.  BONNETT.  Germany  contrib- 
uted a valuable  citizen  to  the  United  States 
when  the  subject  of  this  article  bade  adieu 
to  his  Fatherland,  thenceforth  to  be  numbered 
among  the  patriotic  sons  of  America.  Here  he 
has  taken  an  important  place  in  the  development 
of  the  nation's  wealth  and  civilization,  and  when 
the  Union  was  threatened  he  enlisted  among  its 
defenders  and  ardently  fought  for  the  land  of  his 
love  and  free  choice. 

It  is-  not  a matter  of  surprise  to  those  who 
know  him  well  that  Air.  Bonnett  is  a descendant 
of  the  historic  Piedmontese,  of  Italy,  who,  when 
so  unmercifully  persecuted  on  account  of  their 
religious  faith,  left  their  homes  and  possessions, 
determined  to  dwell  in  a land  of  the  free.  Set- 
tling in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  they  found  a 
measure  of  toleration  and  independence,  and,  at 
the  time  of  the  Reformation,  joined  the  disciples 
and  followers  of  the  immortal  Luther. 

Paul,  father  of  \V.  J.  Bonnett,  was  born  in 
Oelbronn,  Wurtemberg,  and  fought  in  the  Ger- 
man army  during  the  war  which  terminated  in 
the  great  battle  of  W aterloo,  and  for  his  meri- 
torious conduct  throughout  the  campaign  was 
awarded  a medal,  expressive  of  his  country's 
gratitude.  He  lived  three-score  vears  and  ten 
in  the  Fatherland,  and  then,  moved  bv  a strong 
desire  to  see  his  son  and  this  republic,  he  sailed 
for  these  shores,  and  two  years  later  departed 
this  life  at  Charlotte,  Mich.  His  wife,  Charlotte 
(Hummel)  Bonnett,  was  born  in  1810.  in  Knit- 
lingen.  Wurtemberg,  and  died  in  Charlotte, 
Mich.,  in  1891.  Both  were  Lutherans  in  religion. 

W.  J.  Bonnett,  born  in  Oelbronn,  Wurtem- 
berg, August  20,  1838,  is  the  only  son  of  his 
father's  third  marriage.  There  was  a daughter, 
Nina,  who  married  Christian  E.  Haefner;  she 
died  in  1880.  A half-brother,  Christian,  is  a resi- 
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dent  of  Calhoun  county,  Mich.  In  his  youth  Mr. 
Bonnctt  learned  the  butcher’s  business  with  his 
father,  but  soon  found  that  general  fanning  was 
more  to  his  taste.  W hen  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  sailed  in  the  good  ship  “Bremen,”  bound  from 
Havre  to  New  York  City,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
forty  days”  voyage  he  landed. in  the  great  me- 
tropolis of  the  western  continent.  Going  to 
Marshall,  Mich.,  he  soon  engaged  in  farming, 
but  in  the  fall  of  1S56  he  embarked  on  the  ship 
“Van  Fleet,”  bound  for  Bremen.  After  spending- 
four  months  or  more  with  his  friends,  he  set 
forth  again,  bringing  with  him  his  parents,  and 
the  ship  “New  York”  bore  him  to  the  city  of  the 
same  name.  For  the  next  year  he  was  connected 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Marshall.  Mich., 
and- in  the  fall  of  1857  he  purchased  a farm  in 
Dowagiac,  Cass  county,  same  state.  This  land 
was  heavily  covered  with  oak  timber,  and,  build- 
ing a log  cabin,  the  young  man  diligently  set 
about  the  task  of  clearing  a farm.  At  the  end 
of  two  years  he  sold  the  place  and  removed  to 
the  vicinity  of  Charlotte,  Eaton  countv,  Mich.. 
where  he  cleared  another  farm,  this  one  being- 
covered  chiefly  with  beech  and  manic  trees.  In 
the  spring  of  1864,  leaving  his  pioneer  labors. 
Mr.  Bonnett,  so  recently  admitted  to  citizenship, 
offered  his  services  to  the  Union,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  D,  Sixty-sixth  Illinois, 
known  as  the  Western  Sharpshooters.  This 
company  was  mustered  in  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  in 
March,  1864,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  serv- 
ice at  Springfield,  111.,  in  July,  1865.  Sent  to 
Pulaski,  Tenm,  our  subject  started  with  Sher- 
man on  the  great  Atlanta  campaign,  and  partic- 
ipated in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Dallas.  Snake 
Creek  Cap,  Peach  Tree,  Big  Shantv,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  siege  of  Atlanta  ('where,  on  July  22nd. 
he  was  wounded  in  the  left  cheek),  Jonesboro, 
Lovcjoy  Station,  Savannah.  Bcntonville,  Colum- 
bia, Goldsboro  and  Raleigh.  His  regiment  was 
one  of  the  first  to  enter  Savannah  and  Columbia 
after  the  conflict  there,  and  after  Fee’s  surrender 
Mr.  Bonnett  was  unable  to  be  present  at  the 
grand  review  in  Washington,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  a sergeant  and  was  detailed,  with 
about  half  of  his  company,  to  remain  with  the 
ambulance  corps  in  the  rear  of  the  armv.  His 
record  throughout  that  trying  year  and  a half  is 
of  the  best, and  noblv  did  he  earn  his  place  among 
the  honored  sons  of  the  nation — the  nation  thus 
cemented  in  life’s-blood. 

After  returning  to  Michigan.  Mr.  Bonnett 
embarked  in  the  bakcrv  business  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  became  a resident  of  Charlotte, 
Mich.,  and  from  1868  to  1889  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  bakery  business  there.  11*  served 
as  chief  of  the  fire  department  for  six  vea.rs  and 
was  a member  of  the  cite  council  two  rears. 


these  offices  bestowed  upon  him  expressing  the 
esteem  in  which  lie  is  held  by  the  neople  of  that 
place.  He  retains  business  interests  there  and 
his  hosts  of  sincere  friends  deeply  feel  the  loss  of 
so  good  a citizen. 

On  that  eventful  22nd  of  April,  1889,  Mr.  Bon- 
uett  came  to  the  west,  curious  to  behold  the 
country  about  which  so  much  was  being  said. 
Though  he  had  no  expectations  of  remaining,  he 
saw  a good  opening  for  a lumber  merchant,  and, 
with  customary  enterprise,  he  embarked  in  the 
business.  He  also  located  a claim  in  Kingfisher 
township,  two  and  a half-miles  from  the  city,  and 
for  six  and  a half  years  he  dwelt  there,  in  the 
meantime  making  good  improvements.  He  still 
owns  the  farm,  though  he  has  lived  in  Kingfisher 
since  October;  1898.  In  1S90  he  built  a two- 
story  building  (since  changed  into  the  Central 
Hotel)  for  the  use  of  the  county  and  United 
States  courts,  and  two  years  later  erected  the 
Bonnett  Block.  He  also  constructed  the  county 
jail,  and  has  built  some  good  residences. 

In  i860  Mr.  Bonnett  married  Christine  F.  Up- 
right. a native  of  his  own  town  in  Germany,  and 
daughter  of  John  Upright,  who  was  a pioneer 
farmer  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charlotte,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Bonnett  departed  this  life  in  Kingfisher, 
and  her  son,  William  C.,  died  in  Texas,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1897.  The  lady  who  now  bears  our  sub- 
ject’s name  was  ’ formerly  Rosa  Bay,  and  she, 
too.  .was  born  in  Wurtemberg.  Ida  L.,  Mr.  Bon- 
nett’s  only  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Jay  S.  Wisner, 
of  Muncie,  Ind.  George  P..  the  only  surviving 
son,  was  engaged  in  carrying  on  an  abstract- 
office  here  for  eight  years,  and  now  is  stationed 
in  Iloilo,  or  Panay,  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 
He  served  as  a bugler  in  the  First  Territorial 
Regiment  of  Oklahoma  Volunteers  during  the 
Snanish-American  war,  and,  after  receiving  an 
honorable  discharge,  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Sixth  United  States  Infantry,  and,  as  formerly, 
is  the  company  bugler. 

Mr.  Bonnett  was  elected  to  serve  on  the  first 
city  council  of  Kingfisher,  and  acted  in  that  hon- 
orable body  for  three  terms,  during  all  of  this 
period  being  chairman  of  the  committees  on  fire 
and  water.  His  removal  to  his  couutrv  home 
interrupted  his  official  career,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1809,'  soon  after  his  return,  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city,  and  is  giving  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  all.  regardless  of  party.  In  politics  lie  is 
a Democrat,  and  in  the  fraternities  he  is  a Knight 
of  Pythias,  a 'Mason  of  high  standing  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Armv  of  the  Republic,  identified 
with  A.  K.  Williams  Post  No.  40.  of  Charlotte. 
Mich.  Forty-one  years  ago  he  was  initiated  into 
Masonry  in  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  and  now  is  a char- 
ter member  of  Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  8,  A.  F. 
& A,  M. ; Kingfisher  Chapter  No.  12.  R.  A.  M.. 
and  Cvrene  Commander-  No.  6,  K.  T.,  besides 
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which  he  is  connected  with  India  Temple,  X. 
M.  S.,  in  Oklahoma  City.  A true  friend  to  edu- 
cational and  religious  enterprises,  he  is  a liberal 
contributor  to  these  elevating  influences,  and  in 
the  Kingfisher  Congregational  Church  he  is  an 
active  member  and  formerly  was  on  Ls  building 
committee. 


L.  FARQCHARSON.  One  of  the  most 
extensive  grain  dealers  of  Kingfisher 
county  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  now  a resident  of  the  enter- 
prising city  of  Hennessey.  He  has  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  to  this  line  of  business  for  the 
past  eleven  years,  and  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  market  and  shipping  facilities  of  the 
west.  Gradually  he  has  branched  out  in  his 
undertaking  until  to-day  he  is  reputed  to  be  the 
most  extensive  shipper  of  grain  in  Oklahoma.  In 
all  of  his  transactions  he  has  observed  a scrupu- 
lous fairness  and  justice  toward  all  concerned 
and  his  name  is  a synonym  for  rectitude. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  Scotch  and 
the  family,  with  its  connections,  the  Mclntoshes 
and  McKinleys,  is  well-known  in  the  annals  of 
Scotland.  In  fact,  the  line  is  traced  back  to 
iooo  A.  D.,  when  a relative,  Duncan  McDuff, 
killed  Hamlet  and  restored  Malcolm  HI  to  the 
throne.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  and 
Mary  (Puterbaugh)  Farquharson,  were  natives 
respectively  of  Scotland  and  Canada.  One  of 
their  eight  children,  A.  O.  Farquharson,  of  Guth- 
rie, is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and 
in  his  sketch  may  be  found  a fuller  account  of  the 
ancestral  history. 

The  birth  of  W.  L.  Farquharson  took  place 
near  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  August  16, 
1862.  He  lived  in  Illinois  from  1864  to  1867. 
when  he  was  taken  to  Ralls  county.  Mo.,  where 
for  five  years  he  resided  on  a farm  and  in  1872 
went  to  Sumner  county,  Kans.  He  received  a 
good  public-school  education,  and  after  attend- 
ing the  normal  at  Paola,  Kans.,  commenced 
teaching  in  his  home  county.  In  18S6  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Kansas  normal  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kans.,  and  the  following  year  was  in 
charge  of  a school  in  Sumner  county.  Later  he 
was  employed  as  a teacher  in  the  Wellington 
(Kans.)  normal  school  for  two  years,  at  the  end 
<>f  which  time  he  concluded  to  turn  his  energy 
in  another  direction. 

In  1889  Mr.  Farquharson  embarked  in  the 
grain  business  at  Corbin,  Kans.,  on  the  Rock 
Gland  railroad,  and  also  dealt  in  live  stock,  ship- 
ping to  the  city  markets.  In  March,  1893,  'le 
came  to  Hennessev,  where  he  has  been  similarly 
occupied,  establishing  branches  at  several  sta- 
tions, namely:  Kingfisher,  Dover,  Waukomis, 

North  Enid  and  Pond  Creek,  and  later  others  at 


Cropper,  Garber  and  Billings.  In  1899  he  built  a 
substantial  elevator  at  El  Reno,  its  capacity 
being  thirty-five  thousand  bushels.  The  ele- 
vator, which  is  situated  on  the  Chicago  & Rock- 
Island  railroad,  is  able  to  clear  ten  thousand 
bushels  per  day.  The  proprietor  now  handles 
enormous  quantities  of  grain  of  various  kinds, 
and  one  year  he  shipped  from  Hennessey  fifty- 
three  thousand  bushels  of  Kaffir  corn  for  the 
export  trade.  Recently  he  has  handled  in  the 
neighborhood  of  one  million  bushels  of  grain 
during  a season,  and  in  addition  to  this  he  has 
dealt  extensively  in  cotton  for  the  past  three 
years,  two  years  operating  'a  cotton-gin  at 
Dover. 

A few  years  ago  Mr.  Farquharson  assisted  in 
organizing  the  Oklahoma  Grain  Dealers’  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  is  a prominent  member.  He 
was  initiated  into  Masonry  in  Coronado  Lodge 
Xo.  9,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  still  holds  mem- 
bership there.  In  May,  1900,  he  was  made  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason  in  the  Oklahoma 
Consistory  at  Guthrie,  being  a member  of  Tem- 
ple class.  In  the  Knights  of  Pythias  he  is  past 
chancellor  of  Hennessey  Lodge  Xo.  12.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  is  a stalwart  Republican. 

In  Wellington,  Kans.,  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Farquharson  and  Miss  Gertrude  Mitchell  was 
solemnized  in  1891.  She  was  born  in  Sumner 
county,  Ivans.,  and  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion, being  graduated  in  the  Wellington  high 
school.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Chester,  Lester  an<J 
Thelma.  Mrs.  Farquharson  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  takes  great  interest 
in  all  enterprises  tending  toward  the  uplifting 
of  humanity. 


ARDEX  P.  BILLIXGS  is  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  on  his  farm,  which  is  located  on 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  13.  town- 
ship 17,  range  3 west,  and  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful since  taking  up  his  present  occupation  in 
Logan  county.  He  is  a native  of  Linn  county, 
Mo.,  his  birth  occurring  November  8,  1861,  his 
parents  being  James  W.  and  Mary  J.  (Ogle)  Bill- 
ings. 

' James  W.  Billings  was  born  in  Hamilton 
county,  111.,  July  13,  1833,  an<J  is  a son  ot"  Arden 
and  Mary  (Cober)  Billings,  the  former  being  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  while  the  latter  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  While  Mr.  Billings  was  quite 
young,  his  parents  moved  to  Morgan  county.  111., 
but  from  there  they  drove  to  Iowa,  and  after  a 
short  sojourn,  returned  to  Tike  county.  111. 
There  he  lived  until  1855,  when  he  drove 
through  to  Linn  county.  Mo.  For  many  years 
afterward  he  made  his  home  there,  but  in  1893 
he  came  to  Logan  county,  Okla.,  and  located  on 
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the  southeast  quarter  of  section  i,  township  17, 
range  3.  Pie  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
has  made  many  improvements  since  purchasing 
the  property.  As  a result  of  his  union  with  Miss 
Mary  J.  Ogle,  the  following  children  were  born: 
Andrew  Thomas,  deceased;  Mary  Caroline,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  Arden  P. ; and  Wil- 
liam, who  married  Anna  Welpton,  and  has  one 
child,  May  Billings. 

Reared  to  manhood  in  Linn  county,  Mo.,  the 
preliminary  education  which  Mr.  Billings  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools  there  was  later 
supplemented  by  a course  in  the  Valparaiso  Nor- 
mal School,  in  Indiana.  After  he  had  attended 
there  one  year,  he  returned  to  Linn  county,  Mo., 
where  he  commenced  teaching,  but  later  re- 
turned to  school  and  completed  his  normal 
course.  Pie  took  a scientific  course  in  1SS6, 
and  after  leaving  school  he  came  to  Oklahoma, 
where  he  located  upon  his  present  site.  In  the 
early  part  of  September  of  1886  he  returned  to 
Linn  county,  Mo.,  and  after  he  had  been  married 
he  and  his  newly  made  wife  left  on  October  6 to 
drive  through  to  their  present  farm.  They  ar- 
rived on  the  23rd,  and  at  once  pitched  their  tent, 
in  which  they  lived  until  our  subject  built  a log 
house,  which  was  supplemented  in  1900  by  a 
handsome  two-story  frame  dwelling.  He  also 
fenced  in  about  thirty  acres.  In  1893  he  built 
his  barn  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  put  up 
his  windmill,  the  first  one  in  his  community 
and  the  second  one  of  its  kind  put  up  in  the  ter- 
ritory. Pie  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  since  1893  he  has  every  year  put  in 
about  thirty  acres  of  melons  for  shipment. 
Adapted  to  his  present  occupation,  he  has  at- 
tained considerable  success,  and  is  considered 
a good  farmer  by  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Billings  was  married  September  22,  1889, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Abell,  who  is  also  a native  of 
Linn  county,  Mo.,  and  a daughter  of  Richard 
and  Mary  Ella  (Kirby)  Abell.  They  have  five 
children,  namely:  Robert  Lee,  William  Jewel, 
Charles  Edward,  Tames  R.  McKinley  and  Gladys 
Jane.  Our  subject  is  a Republican  and  cast  his 
first  vote  in  1882,  the  day  before  he  was  twentv- 
one.  Pie  has  served  as  one  of  the  delegates  to 
the  first  legislative  convention  and  has  been  dele- 
gated to  other  county  conventions.  He  is  a 
Mason,  and  a member  of  Guthrie  Lodge  No.  2, 
A.  F.  & A.  M. 


ABRAPIAM  L.  BLESH,  M.  D.  Prominent 
among  the  physicians  of  Guthrie  is  Dr. 
Blesh,  who  has  been  pursuing  his  chosen 
profession  in  his  present  communitv  since  Feb- 
ruary, 1893.  Pie  is  a native  of  Lockhaven,  Clin- 
ton county,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  took  place  Jan- 
uary 6,  1866.  I Pis  father,  Rudolph  Blesh,  was 


born  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  but  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents,  who  settled  on  a farm 
in  Clinton  county,  Pa.  On  attaining  manhood, 
he  bought  the  old  homestead  upon  which  he 
lived  until  1871,  and  then  homesteaded  eighty 
acres  near  Abilene,  Dickinson  county,  Ivans. 
Afterward  he  purchased  other  lands  until  he  was 
the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  "acres  of 
highly  cultivated  land,  but  he  finally  retired  and 
is  spending  his  latter  days  at  Hope,  Kans.  He  is 
past  his  sixtieth  year  in  life.  Pie  married  Miss 
Sarah  Bartholemewy  a native  of  Clinton  county, 
Pa.,  and  a daughter  of  an  old  settler  there.  She 
was  of  Holland  Dutch  descent.  This  union  was 
blessed  by  a large  number  of  children,  of  whom 
four  sons  and  three  daughters  are  still  living. 
Miss  Addie  C.  Blesh  is  a graduate  of  the  medical 
department  of  Northwestern  University  of 
Evanston,  111.,  and  is  practicing  her  profession 
in  Pardeeville,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudolph 
Blesh  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Abraham  L.  Blesh  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Kansas  and  his  primary  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  there.  At  seven- 
teen he  commenced  teaching,  in  order  to  secure 
funds  to  carry  him  through  college.  He  then 
entered  Salina  Normal  School  and  later  studied 
in  the  Normal  at  Plolton,  Kans.  Having  re- 
solved to  pursue  the  profession  of  a physician, 
at  seventeen  years  of  age  he  began  to  spend  his 
spare  moments  in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  N.  Ketcher- 
sid,  of  Plope,  Ivans.,  and  in  18S6  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  Northwestern  University 
(or  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  as  it  was  then 
known),  and  received  his  degree  in  medicine  in 
1889,  taking  the  first  honors  of  his  class.  He 
then  chose  Rio,  Wis., as  his  field  of  operation,  but 
after  remaining  there  a year,  he  decided  to  make 
a change  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  cli- 
mate. Accordingly,  he  removed  to  Lost  Springs, 
Ivans.,  where  he  practiced  for  two  years.  In 
February,  1893,  he  came  to  Guthrie,  where  he 
has  a suite  of  rooms  at  No.  709  Noble  street. 
Pie  stands  high  among  his  fellow-citizens  and 
brother  physicians.  His  specialty  is  surgery.  In- 
terested in  everything  pertaining  to  his  profes- 
sion, he  has  contributed  liberally  to  different 
medical  journals  in  the  United  States.  Possess- 
ing those  characteristics  of  industry,  persever- 
ance and  honesty  of  purpose  which  lead  to  suc- 
cess, he  has  used  well  the  powers  given  him,  and 
enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire 
community  in  which  he  resides. 

At  Gaylord,  Ivans.,  Dr.  Blesh  married  Miss 
Belle  Pickett,  a native  of  Marshall  countv,  Ivans., 
and  a daughter  of  William  Pickett,  who  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Wm.  Pickett  & 
Co.,  druggists  of  Guthrie,  in  which  company 
Dr.  Blesh  is  also  interested.  Wm.  Pickett  was 
a native  of  Ohio  and  resided  many  years  in  Kan- 
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sas.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blesh  have  two  children: 
Theodora  Belle  and  Rudolph  Pickett  Blesh.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Maccabees,  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Okla- 
homa Territory  Medical  Society. 


WILLIAM  M.  BRONSON,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  the  abstract  business  ever 
since  first  entering  upon  his  business  ca- 
reer, was  the  organizer  of  the  Oklahoma  Mort- 
gage and  Trust  Company  of  Guthrie,  of  which 
lie  is  secretary  and  treasurer  and  manager.  Mr. 
Bronson  was  born  in  Springfield,  111.,  February 
23,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  Hon.  D.  M.  and  Martha 
E.  (Cooper)  Bronson.  The  family  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  origin.  D.  M.  Bronson  was  born  in  Lima, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  in  that  state.  He  gradu- 
ated from  the  Albany  Law  School,  but  never  fol- 
lowed the  legal  profession:  instead,  entering  the 
railroad  business,' and  was  ticket  agent  at  Toledo, 
Ohio,  for  five  years,  after  which  he  served  in 
a like  capacity  at  Springfield,  111.,  and  later  at 
Topeka,  Kans.,  for  two  years.  He  then  contin- 
ued with  his  brother-in-law,  Lewis  Hanback, 
who  has  since  been  a member  of  congress,  for 
a period  of  two  years. 

In  1868  D.M.  Bronson  removed  to  El  Dorado, 
Kans.,  and  afterward  held  almost  every  public 
office  in  Butler  county,  including  that  of  state 
representative  one  term.  He  made  the  first  ab- 
stract books  of  Butler  county,  and  also  the 
second  set,  with  the  assistance  of  our  subject. 
He  was  a master  Mason  in  fraternal  relations  and 
a Republican  in  politics.  His  death  occurred  in 
El  Dorado,  in  1S87.  He  married  Martha  E. 
Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Chapin,  111.,  where  her 
father  was  a merchant  and  large  land-owner  for 
many  years.  She  now  resides  in  Shawnee 
county.  Three  children  were  born  to  bless  their 
home:  William  M.;  Lewis  C.,  who  was  in  the 
auditing  department  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe  Railroad  for  nine  years  and  is  now  a 
bookkeeper  in  the  Merchants  National  Bank  of 
Topeka,  Ivans.;  and  Kate,  whose  husband,  C.  E. 
Thompson,  is  assistant  cashier  of  a bank  in  El 
Dorado,  Kans. 

W.  M.  Bronson  was  reared  principally  in  El 
Dorado,  where  he  received  a public  and  high 
school  education.  Early  in  life  he  gained  a knowl- 
edge of  the  abstract  and  loan  business,  under  his 
father,  and  compiled  the  second  set  of  abstracts 
of  Butler  county,  Kans.  In  1884  he  went  to 
Medicine  Lodge,  Ivans.,  and  served  as  deputy 
register  of  deeds  of  Barber  county  for  one  year, 
lie  then  started  into  the  abstract  business,  writ- 
ing a set  of  Comanche  county,  and  later  a set  of 
Barber  county.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  sold  out 
his  business,  and  on  October  1st  located  in  Guth- 
rie. He  prepared  the  first  set  , of  abstracts  for 
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Logan  county,  and  has  since  continued  the  busi- 
ness here.  In  November,  1898,  he  organized 
the  Oklahoma  Mortgage  and  Trust  Company, 
which  was  incorporated  with  a capital  stock  of 
$100,000.  He  serves  as  secretary,  treasurer  and 
manager,  while  the  president  is  Mr.  Frazier,  who 
is-also  president  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  El  Do- 
rado. Mr.  Bronson  makes  loans  on  farms  with 
first  mortgage  security,  and  has  done  an  immense 
business.  In  his  nine  years’  experience  he  has 
not  made  a single  poor  loan  and  never  once  has 
had  to  foreclose.  He  also  has  the  oldest  and 
largest  insurance  agency  in  the  city,  representing 
eleven  of  the  old  line  companies  of  the  United 
States  and  England. 

Mr.  Bronson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Nina  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Knightstown, 
Inch,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  S.  Anderson,  a 
contractor  of  Winfield,  Kans.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Gaye,  Louis, 

Ellen  and  Nina.  In  politics  Mr.  Bronson  is  a 
Republican  and  has  served  as  school  treasurer 
of  Guthrie  for  three  years.  He  is  a member  of 
Guthrie  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Guthrie 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


T AMES  M.  BROOKS.  The  wide-awake, 
J prosperous  city  of  Guthrie  possesses  nearly 
all  of  the  things  which  contribute  toward  the 
modern  metropolis,  and  to  J.  M.  Brooks  is  due 
much  credit,  for  he  is  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  this  progressive  age,  and  has  ma- 
terially expressed  his  confidence  in  the  future  of 
Oklahoma's  capital.  Coming  here  on  the  first 
official  day  of  its  existence,  he  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neer merchants  of  the  place,  and  few,  if  any,  of 
our  citizens  have  been  more  active  in  all  of  our 
leading  enterprises. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  child  born  to  his  pa- 
rents, William  H.  and  Nancy  (Perriman)  Brooks, 
who  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  were  pio- 
neers of  Henry  county,  Iowa.  The  father  was 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Lowell,  Iowa,  until 
his  untimely  death,  when  in  the  prime  of  early 
manhood.  J.  M.  Brooks,  whose  birth  had  oc- 
curred April  19,  1850,  was  an  infant  of  eleven 
months  when  death  deprived  him  of  his  father, 
and  his  mother  subsequently  became  the  wife  of 
Major  Bideman,  of  Nauvoo,  111.,  and  had  two 
daughters  by  that  union.  She  now  resides  in 
Nauvoo,  111.,  in  the  old  Mansion  House,  formerly 
owned  by  Joseph  Smith. 

The  first  decade  of  Mr.  Brooks’  life  was  spent 
in  his  native  town,  Lowell,  after  which  he  re- 
moved with  the  family  to  Nauvoo,  and  attended 
the  public  schools  of  the  place.  In  1863,  though 
lie  was  only  thirteen  years  old,  he  obtained  a 
position  on  a steamboat  of  the  old  Diamond  Joe 
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line,  running  on  the  Mississippi  river.  At  the 
end  of  two  years  lie  commenced  clerking  in  a 
grocery  at  Hannibal.  Mo.,  and  later  went  to 
Brampton,  Canada,  where  he  completed  his  in- 
terrupted education.  We  next  find  him  employed 
as  a clerk  in  an  Oshkosh  (Wis.)  dry  goods  estab- 
lishment, and  afterward  carrying  on  a similar 
business  on  his  own  account  in  the  same  city. 

In  the  spring  of  1870  Mr.  Brooks  removed  his 
stock  of  dry  goods  to  Topeka,  Kans.,  and  for 
the  following  decade  lie  was  successfully  engaged 
in  business  there,  under  the  firm  name  of  Brooks 
& Bigger.  When  Oklahoma  was  opened  he 
came  to  Guthrie,  and  soon  opened  a dry  goods 
and  clothing  house,  and  at  once  made  invest- 
ments in  real  estate  here.  His  business  prosper- 
ing, he  opened  branch  stores  at  Kingfisher,  El 
Reno,  Perry,  Newkirk,  Ponca.  Chandler,  and 
Ardmore,  I.  T..  and  it  was  not  until  November, 
1899,  that  lie  disposed  of  his  last  stock  in  these 
extensive  ventures.  His  energy  and  good  busi- 
ness methods  brought  to  him  the  success  which 
he  deserved,  and  his  enterprising  spirit  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  many. 

Feeling  the  needs  of  Guthrie  and  vicinity,  Mr. 
Brooks  began  making  plans  for  an  opera  house, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1899  Bie  great  work  was 
commenced.  It  was  opened  to  the  public  No- 
vember 28,  1899 — a red-letter  dav  in  this  locality 
— and  competent  judges  at  once  pronounced  it 
the  finest  opera  house  in  the  great  middle  west, 
outside  of  Kansas  City,  and  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  handsomest  and  most  complete  theatre  build- 
ings in  the  west.  The  audience  room,  65x140, 
has  a seating  capacity  of  one  thousand,  and  the 
splendidly  equipped  stage,  sixty  feet  high,  and 
provided  with  necessary  machinery  and  curtains, 
is  40x60  feet  in  dimensions.  I11  addition  to  this 
highly  appreciated  enterprise,  another  one,  of 
about  equal  importance,  the  building  of  the 
Hotel  Royal,  was  projected  bv  Air.  Brooks  and 
carried  to  a triumphant  completion.  Unques- 
tionably the  hotel  is  the  largest  and  finest  in  the 
territory,  and  the  citizens,  as  well  as  the  travel- 
ing public,  appreciate  it  highly.  It  was  built  in 
time  for  the  accommodation  of  the  members  of 
the  second  legislature  and  is  the  headquarters  of 
all  leading  conventions.  The  building  is  three 
stories  in  height  and  125x140  feet  in  dimensions. 
The  \\  estern  Gas,  Oil  and  Mineral  Companv.  of 
which  he  is  now  president,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers,  is  prospecting  for  oil,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, drilling  will  be  carried  down  two  thousand 
feet. 

One  of  the  finest  residences  in  Guthrie,  built 
in  colonial  style,  and  situated  on  Vilas  street,  was 
erected  by  Mr.  Brooks  for  his  fatnilv.  He  was 
married  February  26,  1879,  to  Miss  Anna  Pattern, 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  ceremony  which 
united  their  destinies  taking  place  in  Oshkosh, 


Wis.  They  have  four  promising,  well-educated 
sons,  namely:  William  Patton,  James  M.,  Jr., 
Ralph  Patton  and  Philip  Perriman. 

Mr.  Brooks  served  four  years  as  a member  of 
the  Guthrie  school  board  and  was  chairman  of 
the  financial  committee.  Fraternally  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the  Guthrie 
Commercial  Club.  In  political-  creed  he  is  a 
Democrat.  Religiously  he  is  a Congregational- 
ist,  and  is  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Guthrie  church. 


CHARLES  BABCOCK,  who  for  the  past 
seven  years  has  been  a citizen  of  Guthrie, 
is  well  known  in  business  and  political 
circles  here,  and  is  popular  wherever  he  is 
known.  In  1899  he  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  to  serve  as  an  alderman  from  the 
fourth  ward,  and  since  then  he  has  served  accept- 
ably upon  several  important  municipal  commit- 
tees. He  has  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens 
deeply  at  heart,  and  takes  a zealous  interest  in 
local  improvements  and  progress. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  re- 
moved from  New  York  to  Wisconsin  at  an  early 
day  and  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Juneau. 
He  died  near  the  town  of  La  Crosse.  Ezra, 
father  of  Charles  Babcock,  was  born  in  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  and  by  occupation  was  a farmer.  When 
the  Civil  war  came  on,  he  eidisted  in  the  Eleventh 
Wisconsin  Infantry  and  served  for  about  three 
years.  He  died  in  St.  Louis  during  the  last  vear 
of  the  great  conflict.  His  widow,  formerly  Annie 
Chalmers,  survived  him  manv  years,  her  death 
occurring  in  Wisconsin  in  1896.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Chalmers,  an  early  settler 
in  the  vicinity  of  Waterloo,  Wis.,  and  was  born 
in  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

Charles  Babcock,  born  July  11,  1863,  is  one 
of  six  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  He 
was  young  when  deprived  of  his  father,  but  his 
mother  was  doubly  kind  and  watchful  of  her 
children,  tie  lived  near  Waterloo  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age.  when  he  went  to  Milwaukee 
to  live,  and  at  fourteen  he  commenced  serving  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  horse-shoeing. 
Continuing  to  find  employment  in  the  Cream 
City  until  1887,  he  then  located  in  Kansas  City, 
where  he  opened  a shop.  This  he  carried  on  until 
1891.  when  he  went  to  St.  Louis  for  a short  time, 
and  finally  concluded  to  permanently  settle  in 
Oklahoma.  He  had  already  made  a fine  reputa- 
tion for  skill  in  his  particular  trade,  and  since  es- 
tablishing a shop  in  Guthrie  five  years  ago  he 
has  been  kept  busy  in  shoeing  the  high-grade 
horses  which  are  so  numerous  in  this  locality. 
11  is  shop  is  well  equipped  and  is  centrally  situ- 
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ated,  on  the  corner  of  Vilas  and  Division  streets. 
The  owners  of  valuable  horses  give  him  their 
custom,  for  his  work  is  thoroughly  appreciated, 
as  it  deserves  to  be. 

Since  coming  to  Guthrie  Mr.  Babcock  has 
established  a home.  He  built  an  attractive  resi- 
dence, in  London  style,  with  wide  verandas,  ami 
the  mistress  of  this  hospitable  home  is  the  lady 
formerly  known  as  Miss  Ida  West.  She  was 
born  in  Eureka.  Kans.,  and  by  her  marriage  she 
has  become  the  mother  of  a son.  Dearsley  Ray 
Babcock.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Babcock  is  affiliated 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 


BS.  McGUIRE.  Conspicuous  among  the 
younger  men  of  influence  and  ability  who 
are  raising  the  educational,  literary,  busi- 
ness and  political  standard  of  Oklahoma  to  a 
high  plane,  stands  the  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  A man  of 
strong  personality  and  much  force  of  character, 
he  has  readily  become  a leader  among  his  associ- 
ates, and  though  yet  a young  man  has  achieved 
success  and  distinction  in  his  active  career.  Mr. 
McGuire  was  born  October  13,  1864,  in  Belle- 
ville, St.  Clair  county,  111.,  a son  of  Joel  Mc- 
Guire. His  paternal  grandfather  was  a native 
of  Tennessee,  but  early  became  a settler  of 
Washington  county,  111.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits  during  his  active  life. 

Joel  McGuire  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
paternal  homestead,  in  Washington  county.  111., 
but  when  ready  to  begin  life  on  his  own  account 
located  on  a farm  in  Belleville,  111.  He  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Randolph  county,  Mo., 
where  he  enlisted  in  defense  of  his  country, 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1881  he 
removed  to  Jonesburg,  Kans.,  not  far  from  Se- 
dan, where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  sixtv-seven  years.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  married  Rachel  Her- 
ryman,  who  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
111.,  and  died  in  Panca  City,  Okla.  Of  the  ten 
children  born  of  their  union,  nine  are  now  liv- 
ing, B.  S.  being  the  seventh  child  in  succession 
of  birth. 

B.  S.  McGuire  first  attended  schools  in  Mis- 
souri, where  he  lived  for  a time  after  leaving 
the  district  school,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  attended  a public  school  in  Kansas. 
Desiring  then  to  obtain  money  enough  to  war- 
rant him  in  continuing  his  studies  at  some 
higher  institution  of  learning,  he  joined  the 
cowboys,  and  from  1882  until  1884  drove  cattle 
over  tlie  trails  leading  from  the  Texas  ranges 
through  Oklahoma  to  Kansas.  Subsequently 


entering  the  State  Normal  School  at  Emporia, 
Kans.,  lie  worked  his  way  through,  teaching 
during  his  vacations  in  Chautauqua  -county. 
Afterward  he  continued  his  professional  studies 
in  the  law  department  of  the  university  at  Law- 
rence, Kans.,  but  at  the  end  of  a year,  having 
exhausted  his  financial,  resources,  he  resumed 
teaching  in  Chautauqua  county.  Pleased  with 
his  ambition  and  pluck,  one  of  the  older  men  in 
that  county  told  Mr.  McGuire  that  if  he  would 
obtain  admission  to  the  bar  he  would  nominate 
him  for  county  attorney.  The  young  student 
put  forth  every  effort,  and  in  1889  was  admitted 
as  a member  of  the  Kansas  bar,  and  in  1890 
was  nominated  for  county  attorney,  and  elected 
by  a good  majority,  running  ahead  of  his  ticket, 
notwithstanding  that  his  opponent  was  an  older 
man,  and  a well-known  attorney.  He  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  high  office  in  1892,  again 
leading  his  ticket,  and  during  the  four  years  that 
he  served  as  county  attorney  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  youngest  man  in  the  state  to  hold  so 
responsible  a position.  He  also  served  as  mayor 
of  Sedan  for  two  terms,  being  the  youngest 
man  that  ever  filled  the  chair,  and  when  first 
elected  was  the  only  successful  candidate  on  the 
ticket,  a fact  bearing  strong  evidence  of  his 
popularity  in  a community  where  he  was  fa- 
miliarly known. 

In  June,  1894,  Mr.  McGuire  located  in  Paw- 
nee, Okla.,  establishing  himself  as  a lawyer,  and 
built  up  a large  general  practice,  but  this  he 
relinquished  in  March,  1897,  when  President 
McKinley  appointed  him  assistant  United  States 
attorney  in  Oklahoma,  with  headquarters  at 
Guthrie.  Air.  McGuire  stills  owns  the  finest 
residential  property  in  Sedan,  Kans.,  and  has 
done  much  to  improve  Pawnee,  having  erected 
a handsome  residence  there,  besides  which,  in 
tqoo,  he  built  the  Century  block,  80x80  feet,  in 
which  three  of  the  leading  stores  of  the  place 
are  located.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Arkansas  Valley  Telephone  Company,  which 
has  nine  exchanges  and  more  than  one  thou- 
sand miles  of  telephone  line.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Sedan  Lodge  No.  1 4 r , I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
which  he  is  past  grand.  He  is  also  past  warden 
of  Pawnee  Chapter  No.  20,  R.  A.  M.;  and  a 
member  of  the  Guthrie  Consistory.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Pawnee  Commercial  Club,  the  Ter- 
ritorial Bar  Association  and  the  Countv  Bar 
Association.  Politically,  he  is  a very  active  and 
influential  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party. 

While  in  Sedan,  Kans.,  November  24,  1894, 
Mr.  McGuire  married  Miss  Anna  Marx,  who 
was  born  in  St.  Clair  county,  111.,  but  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Kansas.  She  is  a woman  of 
culture  and  refinement,  and  a.  valued  member  of 
the  Shakespeare  and  other  clubs  of  Guthrie. 
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FRANK  C.  BROWN.  Prominent  among  the 
many  who  have  contributed  their  enterprise 
and  ability  toward  developing  the  resources 
and  building  the  enterprises  of  Kingfisher  may 
be  mentioned,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  all 
who  know  him,  the  name  of  F.  C.  Brown.  While 
engaged  in  supplying  the  demands  of  a con- 
stantly increasing  population,  and  in  bringing 
his  large  and  lucrative  business  to  a high  state 
of  excellence,  he  has  been  remarkably  successful 
in  his  chosen  line  of  work— that  of  manufactur- 
ing soda  waters,  ciders,  syrups,  extracts,  and  in 
the  bottling  of  mineral  waters.  He  has  the  finest 
trade  in  his  section  of  the  country,  his  plant  is 
most  complete  in  its  construction  and  arrange- 
ment, and  is  fitted  with  the  most  modern  and 
up-to-date  appliances.  He  ships  south  to 
Okarche  and  north  to  Hennessey,  also  to  the  far 
east  and  west,  and  leaves  no  stone  unturned  to 
secure  the  best  patronage  consistent  with  ad- 
vanced methods  and  honest  dealings. 

The  Brown  fan  ily  is  of  English  and  Welsh 
descent,  the  paternal  grandfather  having  spent 
the  years  of  his  activity  in  Maryland,  where  he 
was  born,  and  where  he  engaged  successfully  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
served  his  country  with  courage  and  distinction, 
and  his  habits  of  thrift,  industry  and  progress 
have  been  handed  down  to  his  descendants,  and 
are  ably  reproduced  in  his  grandson,  F.  C. 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
August  20,  1859.  His  son,  Garrett  Brown,  was 
born  in  Maryland,  and  eventually  became  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio, 
where  he  prosecuted  a successful  agricultural 
life,  and  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  Garrett  Brown's  wife,  Mary  (Holland) 
Brown,  was  born  in  West  Virginia,  and  died  in 
Ohio.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
five  boys  and  four  girls,  all  of  whom  attained 
their  majority.  James  Ulysses  was  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war  and  died  during  the  service;  R. 
Holland  was  killed  on  the  railroad  at  Mount 
Vernon;  William  Mansfield  is  a farmer  in  Iowa: 
Henry  M.,a  market  gardener  of  Perry,  Iowa,  and 
F.  C.  a successful  and  popular  business  man  of 
Kingfisher.  He  is  the  youngest  of  the  brothers, 
and  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Ohio,  and 
attained  his  education  at  the  public  schools. 

When  sixteen  years  old  the  ambitious  nature 
of  the  youth  began  to  assert  itself,  and  he  began 
to  look  around  for  an  outlet  for  his  latent  abili- 
ties. Under  the  wise  and  judicious  tutelage  of 
Judge  Dunbar  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law 
at  Mount  Vernon,  his  research  being  interrupted 
during  his  twentieth  year  by  an  expedition  to 
California,  whither  he  went  to  settle  up  an  es- 
tate. After  completing  his  allotted  task,  he 
availed  himself  of  his  presence  in  the  land  of 
flowers  and  sunshine  to  travel  around  the  state, 


thereby  enlarging  his  information  and  reaping  an 
all  around  benefit  from  fire  change  of  surround- 
ings and  climate.  Upon  returning  to  Iowa  he 
located  in  Monroe,  Jasper  county,  where  he 
bought  a music  store,  and  sold  pianos,  organs 
and  music.  While  living  in  Monroe  Mr.  .Brown 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Clara  M.  Gray,  a 
native  of  Iowa  and  a daughter  of  Duncan  Mc- 
Arthur Gray,  and  a near  relative  of  ex-Governor 
McArthur,  of  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
have  been  born  three  children,  of  whom  one  only 
is  living — Raymond. 

Two  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Brown 
changed  his  location  to  Des  Moines,  Polk 
county,  where  for  four  years  he  engaged  in  the 
building  business,  and  later  went  to  Augusta, 
Kans.,  and  was  successful  in  conducting  a bakery 
and  restaurant.  He  continued  in  the  same  line  of 
business  after  removing  to  Wichita,  Kans.,  until 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma  in  1889,  when  he  lo- 
cated in  Guthrie,  and  opened  a building  enter- 
prise after  erecting  a home  for  himself.  His 
next  venture  was  in  1891,  when  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  El  Reno,  and  started  the  first  bottling 
works  there.  After  running  this  for  eight  months 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Guthrie  and  identi- 
fied himself  with  an  ice  plant  company  until 
■ 1893,  when  he  permanently  located  in  King- 
fisher. For  Linn  & Cross  he  managed  the  first 
soda  factory  in  the  place  until  1895,  when  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Cross.  In 
1898  Mr.  Brown  bought  out  Mr.  Cross,  thus 
becoming  sole  manager,  proprietor  and  owner. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  business  interests 
Mr.  Brown  is  a large  real  estate  owner,  being 
the  possessor  of  a fine  residence,  and  a business 
block  on  the  banks  of  Chicle  John’s  creek.  Like 
many  of  the  residents  in  the  locality,  he  is  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  raising  of  fine  poultry,  but 
has  gone  into  it  more  heavily  and  studied  it  more 
scientifically  than  most.  His  barred  Plymouth 
Rocks  are  said  to  be  without  a peer  in  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  the  territory.  He  has 
taken  more  prizes  for  fine  poultry  than  any  other 
raiser  in  the  territory,  and  has  about  two  hun- 
dred barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  In  connection 
with  his  poultry  interests  Mr.  Brown  has  organ- 
ized the  Central  Oklahoma  Poultry  Association, 
which  is  the  largest  and  best  in  the  territory, 
and  has  met  with  all  manner  of  good  results', 
having  paid  all  of  its  premiums  and  has  monev 
still  in  the  bank.  For  four  successive  winters 
the  association  has  held  exhibitions  in  King- 
fisher, which  have  stimulated  a widespread  inter- 
est in  the  line  anti  helped  to  raise  the  standard  of 
poultry  to  the  highest  possible  degree  of  culture. 
For  the  last  two  years  Mr.  Brown  has  been  the 
president  of  the  association,  and  lie  is  likewise  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  Poultry  Association. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Home  Annuity  Com- 
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pany,  of  St.  Louis.  Fraternally  he  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  with 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Mrs. 
Brown  is  a member  of  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  has  served  as  president  of  Ellsworth  Circle, 
Kingfisher. 

Politically  Mr.  Brown  is  allied  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  entertains  liberal  views 
regarding  the  politics  of  the  administration.  lie 
is  regarded  by  his  friends,  associates,  and,  in  fact, 
by  all  who  come  within  the  range  of  his  fine  and 
genial  personality,  as  a typical  American  gentle- 
man of  the  old  and  modern  schools  combined, 
large-hearted,  broad-minded  and  generous  in  his 
estimate  of  people  and  things,  as  well  as  in  his 
devotion  to  all  interests  that  require  his  attention 
and  help. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  CLAY  BROWN.  A 
more  pron  'nent  and  substantial  citizen 
and  farmer  does  not  reside  within  the 
bounds  of  Logan  county  than  the  gentleman 
whose  name  ‘appears  at  opening  of  these  lines. 
Pie  bought  his  present  farm  in  1893,  it  being  lo- 
cated on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  9, 
township  17,  range  2 west,  and  he  has  made 
nearly  all  the  improvements  upon  the  same.  He 
was  born  June  10,  1843,  in  Platte  county,  Mo., 
and  is  a son  of  John  Jay  and  Sarah  (Foster) 
Brown.  His  father  was  born  in  Tennessee,  of 
Irish  extraction,  and  mother  was  a native  of 
Kentucky,  of  Scotch  ancestry. 

Our  subject’s  father  left  home  during  his  early 
manhood,  and,  going  to  Kentucky,  he  made  the 
acquaintance  and  later  married  Aliss  Foster,  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Maria  is  the 
wife  of  Napoleon  B.  Farris,  and  they  have  three 
children;  Nancy  married  Henry  Fitzhue,  and 
died,  leaving  one  child,  while  crossing  the  plains 
en  route  to  Oregon;  Isaac  is  now  farming  in 
Marshall  county,  Ivans.,  and  is  the  father  of  a 
large  family;  Louisa  was  married  to  John  Bur- 
gess, and  they  live  in  California, where  she  moved 
with  her  uncle;  she  was  reputed  to  have  been  the 
most  beautiful  girl  in  Buchanan  county,  Mo., 
where  she  lived  at  one  time  with  an  uncle;  Cyrus 
lives  in  Buchanan  county,  Mo.;  William  Henry 
Clay  is  next  in  the  family  circle;  Marion  has  not 
been  heard  from  for  many  years,  but  at  last  re- 
ports he  was  in  Helena,  Mont.  A soldier  in  the 
Union  army,  he  was  in  the  great  massacre  in 
Minnesota;  for  a time  he  was  not  in  the  U.  S. 
service,  but  is  known  to  have  re-enlisted.  Once 
lie  was  badly  hurt  by  having  his  horse  fall  on 
him. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  a soldier  in  the  Mex- 
ican war,  and  for  his  services  lie  received  a grant 
of  land;  he  was  also  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 


our  subject  has  a faint  recollection  of  hearing 
him  say  that  lie  was  in  the  posse  that  captured 
the  troublesome  Black  Hawk.  He  was  a poor 
man  when  lie  started  out  in  life,  but  by  his  thrifty 
habits  and  untiring  energy  he  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining a large  amount  of  property,  which 
he  later  lost  in  going  security  $3,000  for  a 
friend.  He  then  lost  his  wife, — our  subject  be- 
ing about  seven  years  of  age  at  the  time.  About 
two  years  later  he  moved  to  Page  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  took  up  a squatter’s  claim.  Selling  out 
a few  years  later,  he  went  to  Johnson  county, 
Neb.,  where  he  took  up  another  squatter's  claim, 
but  removed  to  Atchison  county,  Mo.,  where  he 
passed  from  this  life  in  the  winter  of  1S63.  About 
eighteen  months  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
he  was  again  married,  and  by  his  second  union 
had  a large  family. 

Our  subject  was  not  very  fond  of  his  step- 
mother, so  at  the  young  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
left  home,  and  going  to  Atchison  county,  Mo., 
he  lived  there  some  time.  This  was  before  his 
father  removed  to  that  county.  He  hired  out  to 
a Mr.  Hawkins,  whose  care  toward  our  subject 
was  like  that  of  a father.  He  received  $10  per 
month  during  the  summer,  while  during  the  win- 
ter he  went  to  school  and  worked  for  his  board. 
Pie  laid  aside  a goodly  portion  of  his  wages  and 
was  soon  the  owner  of  a horse.  The  Civil  war 
then  broke  out,  and,  as  he  lived  in  a community 
in  sympathy  with  the  south,  he  joined  the  Mis- 
souri Home  Guard,  under  General  Price  and 
Capt.  William  Finney,  and  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Blue  Mills  and  "Lexington,  Mo.  Pie  was 
taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever,  after  which  he  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  but  later 
the  hospital  was  captured  by  General  Plalleck, 
and,  after  being  a captive  of  the  Union  army  for 
some  time,  he  was  paroled. 

Leaving  the  hospital  penniless  he  set  out  to 
walk  over  three  hundred  miles  to  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Hawkins,  but,  as  he  was  weak  and  had  boils  on 
his  limbs,  he  could  only  make  nine  miles  a day. 
After  he  reached  Widow  Clark’s  place  in  Utica. 
Mo.,  he  was  provided  for  and  became  quite  at- 
tached to  the  family,  who  also  became  attached 
to  him.  Mrs.  Clark  sent  him  to  her  doctor,  who 
gave  him  $2,  enough  money  to  pav  his  wav  to 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Thence  he  again  started  to 
walk.  Meeting*  an  old  Dutchman  with  his  son, 
he  asked  permission  to  ride,  but  the  Dutchman 
proved  to  be  very  unfriendly  and  refused  con- 
sent. Nevertheless,  our  subject  informed  them 
he  would  ride  anyway,  so  he  climbed  into  the 
wagon.  When  noon  came  the  Dutchman  and 
his  son  had  dinner,  but  did  not  offer  our  subject 
a bite  to  eat,  and  when  night  came  the  two  un- 
friendly men  got  out  and  camped  for  the  night. 
As  our  subject  saw  a house  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  away  he  went  there;  not  knowing  their  svm- 
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pathies,  lie  thought  candor  the  best  policy,  so 
told  them  that  he  was  on  his  way  home  and  had 
been  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army;  the  man 
who  greeted  him  at  the  door  exclaimed:  “God 
bless  you!  come  in."  He  was  kindly  cared  for 
that  night,  and  the  next  morning  he  arose  early 
to  get  off  with  the  Dutchman,  but  he  found  that 
the  latter  had  given  him  the  slip.  However,  he 
was  picked  up  by  an  old  neighbor,  who  carried 
him  nearly  to  his  destination,  and  upon  arriving 
at  the  home  of  Mr.  Hawkins  he  found  that  his 
horse  had  been  confiscated.  He  remained  there 
until  1863,  when  he  joined  the  Missouri  State 
Militia,  which  was  organized  as  a protection  to 
homes,  and  he  served  in  that  for  nine  months.  In 
1864  he  was  hired  to  drive  a team  of  seven  yoke 
of  cattle  across  the  country  to  Fort  Collins, Colo., 
— his  salary  for  the  same  being  S40  per  month. 
Upon  arriving  at  Fort  Collins  the  government 
pressed  him  into  service,  as  there  was  consider- 
able trouble  with  the  Indians.  However,  he  was 
soon  released  from  service,  aild  started  to  return 
home.  In  Atchison  county,  Mo.,  he  married 
Therese  Waller,  in  August,  1863,  and  then  he 
engaged  in  farming,  being  furnished  with  a team, 
some  seed  and  other  necessary  articles.  Though 
he  succeeded  very  well,  he  moved  to  another 
farm,  where,  in  1866,  his  wife  died,  leaving  two 
children — Oscar  Lee  and  Marion.  The  latter 
died  six  months  later,  and  the  other,  Oscar  Lee, 
is  still  living  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo., and  is  a mechanic 
by  trade. 

In  1 868  our  subject  settled  near  Marysville, 
Marshall  county,  Kans.,  where  he  took  up  a 
claim  of  eighty  acres' and  bought  another  eighty 
acres  adjoining.  At  that  time  there  were  no 
houses  near  his  claim,  on  which  he  put  up  a mere 
shanty,  and,  in  addition  to  farming,  he  worked 
on  a railroad  and  at  various  jobs.  He  then  be- 
came a salesman  for  the  Gale  Sulkey  [Manufac- 
turing Company,  of  Michigan,  and  during  the 
three  seasons  he  represented  them  in  the  state  of 
Kansas  he  made  considerable  money.  Xext  he 
took  up  life  insurance, — representing  the  Na- 
tional Temperance  Relief  Union,  and,  after 
working  on  a commission  two  years,  he  was 
made  general  agent  of  the  state  of  Nebraska, 
with  a regular  salary.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
the  patent  right  business.  In  1893  lie  sold  his 
farm  for  $5,100,  after  having  made  many  im- 
provements upon  it.  Loading  up  his  things,  he 
shipped  them  to  Guthrie,  Okla.,  where  he  landed 
the  10th  of  March,  1893.  In  the  following  April 
he  purchased  his  present  claim  of  two  hundred 
and  fortv  acres,  which  he  has  since  put  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a fine  orchard, 
which  bears  nearly  every  kind  of  fruit.  He  is 
agent  for  the  Brewer  & Stannard  Nursery,  of 
( htawa,  Kans.,  and  has  been  instrumental  in 
having  many  of-.the  fine  orchards  in  this  territory 


put  out.  His  courteous  and  pleasant  manners  to 
all  have  gained  him  the  esteem  and  respect  of  a 
large  number  of  acquaintances  throughout  the 
county. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  twice  married.  His  sec- 
ond union  was  with  Miss  Nannie  Garrard,  of 
Marshall  county,  Kans.,  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky. Her  parents  died  while  she  was  quite 
young,  and  she  lived  with  a married  sister  in 
Illinois,  but  later  she  resided  in  Marshall  county, 
Kans.  Eleven  children  were  born  them, — eight 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  seven  are  still 
living,  as  follows : Cora  Fstella,  Olive  Mabel. 
William  Earl,  Roy  Harvey,  Albert  Lawson. 
Verna  Lila  (aged  eight),  and  Loyal  Dewey  (aged 
six).  Theresa  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months 
and  Palmer  died  in  1893  when  fourteen  years 
old.  Politically  our  subject  affiliates  with  the 
Populists,  though  he  formerly  was  a Democrat, 
and  while  a resident  of  Kansas  he  served  as  a 
delegate  to  several  Democratic  conventions. 


DAVID  C.  BOTHELL,  a th'orough  and 
skillful  agriculturist,  residing  on  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  10,  township  14, 
range  7 west,  Canadian  count}',  was  born  in 
Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  March  28,  1843,  and 
when  thirteen  years  of  age  removed  to  Wetzel 
county,  W.  Va.,  with  his  parents,  David  and 
Diana  (McOuimbey)  Bothell.  Two  years  later 
the  family  went  to  Pike  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
father  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  the  saw- 
mill business,  which  he  made  his  life  work. 

During  his  boyhood  David  C.  Bothell  received 
a fair  common-school  education.  The  Civil  war 
having  broken  out,  he  enlisted  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  with  the  intention  of  entering  the  heavy 
artillery  service,  but  abandoned  that  plan  and 
went  in  pursuit  of  Morgan.  Later  he  joined 
Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth 
Ohio  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  During  the  battle  of  Nashville 
he  was  knocked  from  the  breastworks  and  had 
his  shoulder  broken;  in  spite  of  the  injury  he  did 
not  go  to  the  hospital,  but  carried  his  gun  on  the 
left  shoulder.  He  was  finally  discharged  in  June, 
1 865. 

Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Pike  countv,  Mr. 
Bothell  lived  there  until  1869.  during  which  time 
he  was  employed  on  the  Ohio  canal,  and  after 
making  one  trip  was  promoted  to  be  captain. 
( hi  leaving'  there  he  went  to  Osage,  Osage 
county.  Kans..  where  he  bought  property  and 
made  his  home  for  twenty  years,  being  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  stone  quarry  business  and 
having  one  hundred  men  in  his  employ. 

I11  Pike  county.  Ohio,  January  27,  1874.  Mr. 
Bothell  married  Miss  Alary  J.  Merritt,  who 
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was  born,  reared  and  educated  there.  They 
are  now  the  parents  of  three  children:  Harry  V., 
a student  in  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  at  Stillwater,  Okla. ; Icy  Blanche,  wife 
of  Charles  Standard,  a teacher  of  Okarche;  and 
Maude,  a pupil  in  the  schools  of  Okarche. 

On  coming  to  Oklahoma  in  May,  1889,  Mr. 
Bothell  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Cana- 
dian county,  his  first  home  here  being  a frame 
shanty  of  one  room,  12x14  feet.  In  the  following 
June,  through  his  efforts,  a postoffice  was  estab- 
lished upon  his  place,  it  being  the  first  postoffice 
south  of  Kingfisher.  He  laid  out  a town  on  the 
survey  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  and  ex- 
pected to  have  a station  here,  but  the  railroad 
officials  changed  their  plan  and  went  west  of  his 
place.  At  one  time  there  were  three  stores  in  the 
village,  and  the  postoffice  was  kept  up  for  nine 
years  (long  after  one  was  established  at  Okarche), 
Mr.  Bothell  serving  as  postmaster  during  the 
entire  time.  As  a Republican  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  politics  and  attends  the  conventions  of 
his  party,  but  has  never  been  a politician  in  the 
sense  of  office-seeking,  though  he  was  the  first 
justice  of  the  peace  appointed  in  Rock  Island 
township,  hie  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal faith  and  attends  the  church  of  that  denom- 
ination in  Okarche. 


JW.  PERRY  is  numbered  among  El  Re- 
, no's  representative  business  men.  To  his 
genius  and  painstaking  care,  as  shown  in 
our  beautiful  city  park,  comprising  five  and  one- 
half  acres,  the  citizens  owe  a debt  of  gratitude. 
He  it  was  who  planned  and  executed  all  of  the 
landscape  gardening,  and  his  keen  eye  for  beau- 
tiful effects  quickly  saw  the  possibilities  and  nat- 
ural advantages  of  the  tract  of  land  set  apart 
for  the  park  and  thus  a great  deal  was  accom- 
plished with  comparatively  small  expenditure. 

Mr.  Perry  is  a descendant  of  a fine  old  south- 
ern family,  of  English  extraction.  His  grand- 
father, Roundtree  Perry,  was  a native  of  North 
C arolina,  whence  he  went  to  Tennessee,  and 
there  carried  on  a plantation.  Later  he  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Illinois,  his  home  being  near 
Marion,  Williamson  county.  He  lived  to  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  son,  Hardv  W., 
lather  of  J.  \V.  Perry,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
and  was  reared  on  the  old  Illinois  homestead. 
I fe  became  an  influential  agriculturist  and  for 
many  years  occupied  the  office  of  a justice  of 
the  peace.  Death  claimed  him  when  lie  was  in 
the  prime  of  life,  forty-five  years  of  age.  His 
wife,  who  passed  into  the  silent  land  when  she 
was  in  her  fifty-first  year,  was  Miss  Lethca  Ann 
Spiller  prior  to  their  marriage.  Her  father, 
Jesse  Spiller,  was  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  was 


one  of  the  very  first  settlers  in  Illinois.  Mrs. 
Perry  was  born  in  Williamson  county,  and  there 
made  the  acquaintance  of  her  future  husband. 
Of  their  eleven  children,  eight  grew  to  maturity. 

The  eldest,  J.  W.  Perry,  was  born  November 
7,  1844,  on  the  old  farm  in  Williamson  county, 
and  there  learned  the  details  of  agriculture. 
Such  education  as  fell  to  his  share  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools,  and  it  was  not  until  he 
was  in  his  twentieth  year  that  he  concluded  to 
set  forth  upon  an  independent  career.  In  1865 
he  commenced  working  for  the  Chicago  and 
Rock  Island  Railroad,  serving  that  corporation 
as  section  foreman,  with  his  headquarters  in  Bu- 
reau, 111.,  for  some  four  years. 

In  1869  Air.  Perry  came  to  the  west,  locating 
upon  a farm  near  Douglas,  Butler  county, 
Kans.,  and-  there  he  was  very  successfully  occu- 
pied in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  until 
1893.  In  the  meantime  he  started  a nursery  on 
his  farm,  and  for  a decade  carried  the  palm  for 
having  the  largest  and  finest  nursery  business 
in  that  section  of  the  state.  In  September,  1893, 
he  located  in  Frisco,  where  he  had  started  a 
nursery  the  previous  year.  From  time  to  time 
lie  has  extended  its  dimensions  until  he  now  has 
sixty-five  acres  closely  planted,  and  another 
forty  acres  will  be  added  in  the  spring  of  1901. 
I litis  he  is  easily  the  largest  nurseryman  in 
Oklahoma,  and  the  same  success  which  attended 
his  efforts  in  Kansas  is  rewarding  him  to-day. 
The  originator  of  the  popular  Hooker  seedling- 
apple,  he  has  introduced  the  variety  into  all 
parts  of  this  territory,  and  many  other  peculiar 
varieties  of  fruit  and  shade  trees  have  long  been 
raised  by  him. 

In  the  spring  of  1899  Air.  Perry  turned  his 
extensive  nurseries  into  the  hands  of  his  son, 
Albert  S.,  who  is  a thoroughly  practical  business 
man,  well  trained  in  his  father’s  calling.  I11  Sep- 
tember, 1894,  our  subject  came  to  El  Reno,  and 
embarked  in  his  present  undertaking.  He  owns 
five  acres  of  land  here  and  operates  a large,  well 
equipped  greenhouse.  He  handles  cut  flowers 
of  all  kinds  and  makes  a specialty  of  decorations 
and  tine  set  pieces.  Besides  this,  he  furnishes- 
a great  variety  of  plants  and  all  kinds  of  nurserv 
stock.  His  greenhouse  is  the  most  extensive 
in  western  Oklahoma,  and  for  some  time  he  has 
been  a valued  member  of  the  Oklahoma  Nur- 
serymen and  Florists’  Association. 

In  his  native  county  in  Illinois  Air.  Perrv 
married  Miss  Ellen  Kellems,  whose  birth  had 
taken  place  in  Champaign  county,  same  state. 
Their  only  child  is  Albert  S„  previously  men- 
tioned in  this  article.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Perrv  are 
members  of  the  Alethodist  Protestant  Church. 
In  his  political  preference,  he  is  a Republican, 
and  heartily  believes  in  the  policy  adhered  to 
by  his  party. 
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WILLIAM  J.  BROWN  has  surmounted 
many  obstacles,  and  endured  many  hard- 
ships, while  aspiring  to  his  present  posi- 
tion as  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of 
Kingfisher  county.  He  inherits  a capacity  for 
application  and  hard  work  from  a long  line  of 
ancestors  who  were  successful  in  trade  and  agri- 
culture. 

In  Milford,  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  he  was 
born  June  18,  1847.  He  received  a fair  education 
in  the  public  schools.  His  father,  Adam  Brown, 
was  a cooper  by  trade  and  was  quite  prominent 
in  Milford,  holding  a number  of  local  political 
offices  and  being  identified  with  the  Whig  party, 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  thirty-six.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Joseph  Brown,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Ohio  in  the  early 
days,  where  he  plied  his  trade  of  shoemaker  with 
success.  He  had  much  to  do  with  the  improve- 
ment of  the  locality  in  which  he  lived,  was  prom- 
inent in  the  Whig  party,  and  a justice  of  the 
peace  for  several  years.  He  was  a man  of  deep 
and  sincere  convictions  and  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  His  ances- 
tors emigrated  from  Scotland  in  the  beginning  of 
the  century  and  located  in  Pennsylvania.  Some 
of  the  members  of  the  familv  were  Dunkards. 
The  mother  of  William  J.  was  formerly  Eliza- 
beth Sealev,  a native  of  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of 
Robert  Sealev,  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  be- 
fore her  birth.  She  was  the  mother  of  four 
children:  Sally,  William  J.,  Adam  and  Henry 

(who  is  deceased).  Mrs.  Brown  died  in  Ohio. 

Under  his  father’s  instruction  William  J. 
Brown  learned  the  cooper’s  trade,  to  which  he 
diligently  applied  himself  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war.  His  patriotism  was  not  permitted 
full  sweep,  for,  being  a cripple,  he  was  unable  to 
serve  as  a soldier.  His  services  were,  however, 
accepted  in  another  capacity,  and  as  a teamster 
he  watched  the  hostilities,  following  the  army 
through  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Virginia. 
Upon  returning  from  the  war  the  cooper  shop 
was  again  the  scene  of  activity,  and  for  several 
years  the  patronage  from  the  citizens  of  Milford, 
Ohio,  constituted  a fair  means  of  livelihood.  In 
1868  began  a series  of  changes  and  adventures 
in  untried  country,  and  the  journey  to  Washing- 
ton and  California  by  way  of  New  York  and  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama  was  indeed  a departure  from 
the  hitherto  uneventful  life  of  the  industrious 
cooper.  Eor  three  years  he  labored  in  the  lum- 
ber woods  of  V ashington  and  Puget  Sound,  and 
upon  his  return  to  Ohio  married  Elizabeth  Bate- 
man, a daughter  of  Benjamin  Bateman,  of  Mil- 
ford. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Brown  embarked  in  the 
cooper  manufacturing  business,  his  successful 
patronage  necessitating  the  employment  of 
eighteen  men.  After  three  years  he  located  on  a 


farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Milford,  but,  having  an 
insufficient  amount  of  land,  changed  his  place  of 
residence  to  western  Kansas  and  took  a home- 
stead. Here  he  carried  on  extensive  stock  oper- 
ations, a specialty  being  made  of  a fine  grade  of 
cattle  and  sheep.  There  were  one  thousand  and 
five  hundred  sheep  and  five  hundred  cows,  These 
animals  came  to  a tragic  and  untimely  end  dur- 
ing the  blizzard  of  1884,  and  this  loss,  added  to 
his  failure  to  prove  the  title  to  the  homestead, 
somewhat  dampened  Mr.  Brown’s  ardor  for  a 
time.  A little  later  he  succeeded  in  buying  up 
land  which  amounted  in  all  to  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  acres,  which,  at  the  opening  of  the  terri- 
tory in  1889,  he  either  sold  or  gave  away,  in 
order  to  avail  himself  of  the  larger  possibilities 
in  the  undeveloped  country. 

The  original  claim  secured  by  Mr.  Brown  in 
Grant  township,  Kingfisher  county,  is  located 
on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  32,  and  is 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1898  there 
was  added  another  claim,  on  section  8,  upon 
which  he  at  present  resides.  The  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  are  used  for  various  purposes, 
although  a specialty  is  made  of  the  cultivation  of 
wheat.  The  average  per  acre  is  twenty  bushels, 
but  in  1895  the  average  was  thirty-five  bushels  to 
the  acre.  Much  attention  is  given  to  the  raising 
of  fine  stock,  and  there  is  a fruit-bearing  orchard. 
A fine  house  erected  by  himself  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1896,  but  was  soon  after  rebuilt,  and 
later  he  moved  it  to  his  present  claim. 

In  addition  to  his  various  home  interests,  Mr. 
Brown  is  actively  engaged  with  the  Oklahoma 
Mutual  Insurance  Company,  which  insures  crops 
for  the  farmers,  and  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Farmers’  Elevator  at  Kingfisher,  and 
holds  stock  therein.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions,  never 
deviating  from  the  straight  and  narrow  path 
bounded  by  the  principles  of  the  party.  With 
some  of  the  local  offices  lie  has  been  identified, 
but  has  never  desired  official  recognition.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school for  many  years. 

lo  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  been  born  the 
following  named  children:  Willis  T.,  a farmer  in 
the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  strip:  Fannie,  de- 
ceased; Charles  S.,  who  is  in  the  Cherokee  strip; 
Earl  and  Ernest,  who  are  farmers  in  Kingfisher 
county:  Eva,  Ray,  Dale,  Frank,  Olive,  Edwin. 


SH  E R A 1 AN  B ENJ A M IN  BUXTON.  Though 
he  is  a recent  addition  to  the  legal  profes- 
sion in  Guthrie,  Sherman  Benjamin  Buxton 
already  has  come  to  the  front  rank's,  and  is 
rapidly  extending  his  patronage  among  our  rep- 
resentative citizens.  He  is  engaged  in  a general 
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law  practice  and  has  been  admitted  to  all  of  the 
courts.  His  office,  which  is  centrally  located,  is 
in  the  International  building,  at  the  corner  of 
Harrison  and  Second  streets. 

On  both  sides  of  the  family  Mr.  Buxton  is  de- 
scended from  sterling  old  New  England  pio- 
neers. His  great-grandfather,  Luther  Buxton, 
of  English  extraction,  was  a participant  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  grandfather,  Benjamin 
Buxton,  was  born  in  Tinmouth,  Vt.,  and  for 
many  years  was  numbered  among  the  agricul- 
turists of  Dauby,  that  state.  Our  subject’s  father, 
Chester  Buxton,  is  a native  of  the  town  of  Pau- 
let,  Vt.,  and  is  still  living  in  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  his  home  being  near  Danby.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Henrietta  L.  Nichols, 
was  born  in  Bennington  county,  Yt.,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Sherman  Nichols,  an  attorney-at-law, 
at  one  time  a member  of  the  state  legislature 
and  at  different  times  a public  official.  Mrs. 
Buxton  died  at  her  old  home  in  Vermont,  and 
left  seven  children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a de- 
voted mother. 

S.  B.  Buxton,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  was 
born  November  9,  1872,  and  for  fifteen  years 
dwelt  upon  the  old  homestead  near  Danby,  Vt. 
Pie  is  the  only  member  of  his  immediate  family 
in  the  west,  and  his  first  step  in  severing  the  dear 
home  ties  occurred  in  1887,  when  he  matriculated 
in  the  academy  at  West  Hebron,  N.  Y.  Two 
years  later  he  was  graduated  in  that  institution, 
and,  desiring  to  see  something  of  his  country, 
he  went  two  Waukon,  Iowa,  where  he  obtained 
a position  as  a clerk  on  one  of  the  Mississippi 
river  steamers.  He  was  thus  employed  for  three 
and  a half  seasons,  his  run  being  between  Still- 
water, Minn.,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.  His  next  ven- 
ture was  as  an  agriculturist,  in  Allamakee  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  bought  a farm  and  carried  it  on 
with  marked  success  for  two  years.  His  next 
undertaking  was  of  greater  magnitude,  for  he 
purchased  a hotel  at  Waukon  Junction  and  per- 
sonally conducted  it  for  some  time.  He  became 
very  popular  in  the  community  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  postmastership.  He  served  in 
that  office  until  he  was  about  to  remove  to 
Dixon,  111.,  in  1807,  and  there  he  entered  the 
Northern  Illinois  Law  School.  lie  had  previ- 
ously been  preparing  himself  for  this  step  by 
taking  a course  under  a preceptor’s  guidance, 
and  on  the  12th  of  May,  1899,  l'e  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  at 
once  came  to  Guthrie,  opened  an  office  and  em- 
barked upon  his  chosen  career.  He  possesses 
undoubted  ability  and  aptitude  for  his  profession, 
and  his  future  is  exceptionally  full  of  promise. 
Many  cases  of  importance  have  been  placed  in 
his  hands  by  persons  residing  in  different  parts 
of  the  territory,  and  his  fame  is  constantly  in- 
creasing. 
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Mr.  Buxton  stands  well  in  several  organiza- 
tions, among  them  Guthrie  Lodge  No.  1,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  the  Giant  Oaks.  He  is  a charter  member  of 
Capitol  Lodge  No.  1 in  the  last  named  order,  anti 
now  is  the  supreme  councillor  of  the  supreme 
council  of  Giant  Oaks.  Politically  he  is  affilia- 
ted with  the  Republican  party. 

During  his  residence  in  Waukon,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Buxton  married  Miss  Nellie  Cahalan,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  town  mentioned.  Her 
father,  Patrick  Cahalan,  is  a well-to-do  farmer 
and  is  highly  esteemed  in  his  community. 


ARMON  B.  CLOUD.  The  life  of  Harmon 
B.  Cloud  possesses  many  points  of  interest 
and  .inspiration  to  the  public,  for,  notwith- 
standing the  many  serious  obstacles  and  reverses 
he  has  had  to  contend  with,  he  has  faithfully  and 
conscientiously  adhered  to  duty,  and  in  the  end 
has  gained  many  a victory  over  circumstances. 

A son  of  Stephen  and  jane  (Hickman)  Cloud, 
our  subject  is  a native  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  1846.  The  father,  who 
was  a master  mechanic,  followed  that  vocation 
throughout  his  life.  When  Harmon  B.  Cloud 
was  about  ten  years  old  the  family  removed  to 
Cecil  county,  Md.,  and  three  years  later  they  re- 
turned to  Delaware.  The  youth  was  emploved 
in  a cotton  factory  from  the  time  he  was  eight 
years  old  until  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  and  thus 
he  was  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  education. 

In  September,  1861,  PI.  B.  Cloud  went  to 
V estchester  county,  Pa.,  where  he  succeeded  in 
being  made  drummer  boy  of  Company  D,  Nine- 
ty-seventh Infantry.  As  he  was  only  fifteen  years 
old  at  the  time  he  was  not  allowed  to  go  as  a 
private,  but,  nevertheless,  he  carried  a musket 
and  on  many  a battlefield  fought  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  his  other  comrades.  In  1863  he 
took  part  in  the  battle  at  I'ort  Wagner,  on  Mor- 
ris Island.  S.  C.,  and  was  severely  injured  bv  a 
grape  shot.  His  shoulder  was  dislocated  and 
numberless  tendons  and  muscles  were  perma- 
nently rendered  useless,  and  thus  he  never  since 
has  been  able  to  raise  his  arm  as  formerly.  After 
seeing  considerable  service  along  the  coast  with 
the  l nion  fleet  Mr.  Cloud  was  placed  in  the 
army  of  the  James  and  served  under  General 
Butler  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  Cold  Harbor, 
Weldon  Railway  and  advanced  toward  Peters- 
burg; was  with  General  Terry  at  the  storming  of 
Port  Pisher,  and  joined  General  Sherman’s 
forces  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Thence  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Raleigh,  N.  C,  and  to  Weldon,  and 
from  there  the  gallant  Ninety-seventh  embarked 
on  ships  bound  for  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  hon- 
orable discharges  awaited  them. 

For  about  a year  after  his  return  home  our 
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subject  was  so  broken  clown  in  health  that  his 
mother  devoted  herself  to  him  almost  exclu- 
sively, and  to  her  efficient  nursing  he  doubtless 
owed  his  restoration  to  even  moderate  strength. 
His  brother  had  taught  him  the  alphabet  ere  he 
entered  the  army,  but  he  could  neither  read  nor 
write  nor  even  sign  his  name  to  the  pay-roll.  By 
means  of  an  old  leaf  from  a McGuffey's  spelling- 
book  and  from  a few  newspapers  that  came  into 
his  hands  he  managed  to  glean  quite  a fair 
knowledge  of  reading  and  spelling.  A comrade 
wrote  his  name  to  serve  him  as  a copy,  and  he 
diligently  worked  upon  it,  finally  surprising  his 
captain  by  signing  his  own  name  on  the  pay- 
roll. 

A notable  event  in  the  history  of  Mr.  Cloud 
was  his  marriage,  August  16,  1868,  to  Elizabeth 
D.,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  D.  (Dailey) 
Westcoat.  She  was  a native  of  Atlanta  county, 
N.  J.,  and  her  father  was  a member  of  the  legal 
profession.  The  young  wife,  who  possessed  an 
excellent  education,  at  once  commenced  the  task 
of  imparting  a knowledge  of  all  of  the  common 
branches  to  her  husband,  who  was  eager  to 
learn.  During  this  period  he  worked  at  the  trade 
of  a plasterer,  for  "he  despised  not  the  day  of 
small  things,"  and  when  he  had  fitted  himself 
for  a higher  career  the  way  opened  to  him.  He 
was  converted  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  soon  was  licensed  as  an  exhorter. 
Until  1877  he  labored  in  the  Master's  vineyard 
in  New  Jersey,  and  then  lie  removed  to  Dallas 
county,  Iowa.  There  he  bought  forty-three  acres 
of  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  about  eighteen 
months,  and  subsequently  he  located  in  Guthrie 
county,  Iowa.  At  one  time  he  owned  eighty- 
three  acres  of  good  farm  land  and  other  prop- 
ertv  in  the  neighboring  town,  but  misfortunes 
came  to  himself  and  family  in  the  shape  of  ill 
health  and  financial  reverses  also.  When  his 
propertv  had  been  reduced  to  a poor  forty-acre 
tract  of  land  he  moved  to  Colorado.  This  was 
in  1887,  and  after  he  had  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness of  raising  cattle  there  he  not  only  lost  about 
$4,000  in  the  venture,  but  also  had  his  household 
goods  burned.  In  1889  he  came  to  Oklahoma 
and  took  up  the  homestead  on  the  southeastern 
quarter  of  section  15,  township  14,  range  6 west. 
Canadian  county.  He  has  made  excellent  im- 
provements on  the  place, which  is  thereby  greatly 
increased  in  value. 

When  the  special  doctrines  of  the  Christian,  or 
Disciples,  Church  had  been  made  plain  to  him, 
Mr.  Cloud  identified  himself  with  it,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  especially  blessed  in  his  earn- 
est labors  as  a minister  of  the  gospel.  During 
his  residence  in  Oklahoma  he  has  officiated  at, 
perhaps,  fully  one  hundred  and  fifty  baptisms, 
and  his  noble  endeavors  to  spread  the  truth  have 
endeared  him  to  all. 


Eive  children  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cloud.  Andrew  H.  owns  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Mathewson  township,  and  still  lives  under  the 
parental  roof.  Sarah  Elwell  married  Henry 
Brunkhorst,  of  this  county,  and  they  have  four 
children.  Luella  is  a student  in  the  Edmond 
normal  school.  Leonidas  and  Elizabeth  are  at 
home. 


R.  HENRY  COKE.  In  his  capacity  of 
ameliorator  of  the  woes  of  the  noblest 
members  of  dumb  creation,  Dr.  Coke  has 
won  the  gratitude  and  appreciation  of  all  who 
acknowledge  the  intelligence,  beauty  and  higher 
use  of  the  horse,  and  his  triumphant  progress 
through  the  annals  of  history  and  romance  as  a 
creature  of  splendid  prowess,  daring,  and  grace. 
Dr.  Coke’s  success  in  dealing  with  the  various 
ills  of  this  friend  of  man  would  indicate  profound 
liking  for  the  companionship  and  association  of 
his  dumb  patients,  and  an  acuteness  and  accuracy 
of  diagnosis  compatible  only  with  an  inborn  in- 
terest in  his  welfare. 

Dr.  Coke  is  of  German  descent,  his  paternal 
grandfather,  Samuel,  having  migrated  from 
Germany,  and  settled  in  Virginia,  where  he  was 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  settlement  wherein 
resided  the  famous  Daniel  Boone.  He  was  a 
courageous  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  the 
Indian  wars,  and  terminated  his  useful  and  in- 
dustrious life  in  Kentucky.  Dr.  Coke  was  born 
in  the  vicinity  of  Madison,  Jefferson  county,  Ind., 
January  20,  1841,  and  is  a son  of  James  Coke, 
born  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  Eliza  (Hall) 
Coke,  a native  of  Jefferson  county,  Ind.  The 
latter’s  father,  Henry  Hall,  of  Virginia,  was  iden- 
tified with  the  *early  days  of  Pennsylvania,  later 
going  to  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  Eliza  Coke  died  in  Ripley 
county  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  vears. 
She  was  the  devoted  mother  of  six  boys  and  four 
girls,  of  whom  four  boys  and  two  girls  attained 
maturity.  One  brother,  William,  was  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  Sixth  Indiana  Regiment,  and  is 
now  residing  at  Edwardsport,  Ind.,  where  he  has 
a large  and  lucrative  medical  practice. 

Dr.  Coke  was  fifth  oldest  in  the  large  fam- 
ily of  brothers  and  sisters,  and  he  was  reared  in 
Indiana  until  his'twelfth  year.  He  then  went  to 
Lexington,  Ky.,  where  he  lived  with  Gen.  John 
Morgan  for  three  years,  and  completed  in  the 
public  schools  his  education,  begun  in  his  former 
home  in  Indiana.  He  later  turned  his  attention 
to  the  study  of  veterinary  surgery  at  Louisville. 
Ky.,  under  Dr.  Raynor,  the  celebrated  member 
of  his  profession,  who  had  a school  and  a large 
stable,  with  ample  opportunity  for  practical 
study  and  demonstration.  From  this  institution 
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ho  graduated  in  1859.  and  continued  to  practice 
with  his  able  teacher  until  the  war. 

In  June,  1862,  Dr.  Coke  enlisted  in  the  Fifth 
Indiana  Cavalry  as  a veterinary  surgeon,  with  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant,  and  in  1863,  at  Buf- 
fington's Isle  he  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Gen. 
John  Morgan,  and  distinctly  recalls  a conversa- 
tion held  with  the  famous  general.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Knoxville,  Term.,  Buz- 
zard’s Roost,  Resaca,  Stoneman’s  Raid,  and 
many  other  minor  skirmishes.  He  was  captured 
twenty-one  miles  north  of  Macon,  at  Church 
Hill,  and  slightly  wounded  by  rebels  under  Gen- 
eral Rice,  and  sent  to  Andersonville,  where  he 
remained  from  July  to  October,  1864.  From 
there  he  went  to  Charleston,  thence  to  Flor- 
ence and  Savannah,  and  when  Sherman  came 
through  the  country  they  were  turned  loose  in 
Florence,  N.  C.,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  having 
been  seven  months  a prisoner.  He  was  wounded 
three  times  at  Knoxville,  twice  in  the  knee  and 
once  in  the  foot,  and  was  also  wounded  at  Re- 
saca in  the  foot.  After  regaining  his  freedom  he 
proceeded  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was  laid 
up  in  the  hospital  for  about  two  months,  and  was 
discharged  in  April.  1865. 

After  the  war  Dr.  Coke  settled  in  Holton,  Ind.. 
where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  was  married  in  1866  to  Elizabeth  M. 
Moore,  a native  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  To  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Coke  have  been  born  six  children. 
Mrs.  Allie  Rogers,  of  Kingfisher,  and  A I rs.  Mat- 
tie  Grubb,  of  Enid,  were  born  in  Illinois:  Edda 
and  Franka  were  born  in  Kansas,  and  are  living 
at  home:  Meda  and  May  were  born  in  Iowa,  and 
are  also  at  home. 

After  practicing  in  Holton  until  1869  Dr.  Coke 
removed  to  Noble,  111.,  where  he  continued  to 
minister  to  the  necessity  of  a large  number  of 
charges  for  twelve  years,  after  which  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Smith  county,  Kans.,  locating 
four  miles  north  of  Smith  Center,  on  a claim, 
residing  there  for  about  eight  years.  His  next 
venture  was  at  Prescott.  Iowa,  later  going  to 
Dodge  City,  Ivans.,  in  1887,  and  remaining  there 
until  the  opening  of  the  Oklahoma  strip  in  1889. 
His  professional  outlook  was  encouraging  from 
the  start,  for,  two  hours  after  his  arrival  in  the 
territory,  he  was  called  to  investigate  the  case  of 
a mule,  and  this  lowly  member  of  Pegasus  so- 
ciety was  found  to  be  afflicted  with  glanders  and 
speedily  dispatched  to  the  permanent  cessation 
of  labor.  During  the  pioneer  days  of  the  terri- 
tory the  services  of  Dr.  Coke  were  in  great  de- 
mand, and  he  was  called  to  investigate  the  Texas 
fever,  and  to  suggest  and  make  arrangements  for 
its  quarantine  and  proper  treatment  as  soon  as 
laws  could  be  formulated  covering  its  demands. 
Since  that  time  the  doctor  has  met  with  the  suc- 
cess and  appreciation  to  which  he  is  entitled  by 


virtue  of  his  forty-one  years  of  uninterrupted 
and  studious  practice.  He  is  the  most  widely  ex- 
perienced friend  of  the  horse  in  the  territory  and 
also  the  oldest  in  point  of  length  of  service.  The 
doctor  is  comfortably  located  in  a commodious 
residence  erected  by  himself  in  the  southwest 
part  of  Kingfisher,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  town’s  most  esteemed  and  reliable  citizens. 


JOHN  GUY  CONDIT  represents  the  type 
of  young  business  men  who  are  the  back- 
bone of  the  commonwealth,  and  whose 
enthusiasm,  ability  and  ever  progressing  ideas 
constitute  the  basis  of  the  best  institutions  in 
Kingfisher,  as  well  as  in  other  new  and  resource- 
ful towns  which  happen  to  be  the  scene  of  their 
best  efforts. 

Born  in  Newton,  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  April 
15,  1869,  John  Guy  Condit  is  a son  of  Samuel  J. 
Condit,  a native  of  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  who  re- 
moved to  Iowa  in  1856,  and  located  in  Newton. 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but  eventually 
engaged  in  the  merchandise  business,  continuing 
the  same  until  1883,  when  he  located  in  Pratt 
county,  Ivans.,  and  became  interested  in  farming 
and  cattle-raising,  four  miles  from  Pratt.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fourth 
Iowa  Cavalry,  and  served  for  three  and  one-half 
years.  He  was  a Knight  Templar  Mason.  His 
wife,  Rachel  (Hibbard)  Condit,  was  born  in 
Michiga'n,  and  was  a daughter  of  Aruna  Hib- 
bard, a native  of  New  York  state.  He  came  from 
an  old  New  England  family,  and  settled  first  in 
Michigan,  later  in  Iowa,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Michigan  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  Samuel  J.  and  Rachel  Condit  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  Whitney  H. 
is  in  Pratt  county,  John  Guy  and  William  A.  in 
Kingfisher.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William, 
was  a native  of  Ten  Mile  Creek,  Allegheny 
county.  Pa.,  and  moved  to  Sandy  Creek  town- 
ship, Mercer  county.  He  was  a lumberman  and 
farmer,  and  rafted  logs  down  the  Broad  Sandy 
and  Allegheny  river.  He  was  accidentally  killed 
in  a runaway. 

In  his  native  countv  in  Iowa  John  Guy  Condit 
received  excellent  home  training,  and  attended 
the  grammar  and  high  schools,  also  studying  in 
the  schools  of  Saratoga,  Kans.  This  training 
was  supplemented  by  a course  at  the  Northwest- 
ern Business  College  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  In  the  same 
year  he  recognized  the  possibilities  of  life  in  the 
newly  opened  territory,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Kingfisher,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  His  ability  seems  to  have  received  imme- 
diate recognition,  for  he  served  as  depute  county 
clerk  for  a year,  under  W.  1).  Cornelius,  and  was 
next  appointed  deputy  county  treasurer,  under 
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J.  L.  Woodworth,  and,  later,  receiver’s  clerk  in 
the  United  States  land  office,  under  E.  G.  Spil- 
nian.  This  service  lasted  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  remained  in  Guthrie  for  a few  months 
as  clerk  in  the  United  States  marshal's  office, 
under  P.  S.  Nagle. 

Upon  his  return  to  Kingfisher  Mr.  Condit  en- 
gaged as  a bookkeeper  with  the  Oklahoma  Mill 
Company  for  two  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1899 
became  one  of  the  organizers,  directors  and  the 
assistant  cashier  of  the  Central  State  Bank.  In 
the  spring  of  1900  the  bank  was  converted  into 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Kingfisher,  Mr.  Con- 
dit still  retaining  his  position  as  assistant  cashier. 
In  addition  to  his  duties  ■ connected  with  the 
bank,  Mr.  Condit  has  been  variously  interested 
in  the  affairs  of  his  thriving  adopted  town.  In 
politics  he  is  associated  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  Lodge  No.  8 of  Kingfisher,  and  is 
high  priest  of  the  chapter.  He  was  raised  to  the 
degree  of  Knights  Templar  in  Ascension  Com- 
mandery  No.  3,  at  El  Reno,  and  is  now  a charter 
member  of  the  Cyrene  Commandery  No.  6,  of 
Kingfisher. 

In  the  estimation  of  all  who  know  him,  Mr. 
Condit  is  esteemed  for  his  many  fine  traits  of 
character,  and  the  friends  are  many  who  believe 
in  a future  of  even  greater  prominence  and  pros- 
perity. 


BJ.  CONLEY.  Among  the  first  and  most 
enthusiastic  of  those  who  recognized  the 
latent  possibilities  of  a life  in  the  newly 
opened  territory,  Mr.  Conley  has  realized  his 
expectations  to  a large  extent,  and  his  fellow 
townsmen  have  profited  by  his  substantial  busi- 
ness methods,  and  all-around  reliability.  Fortu- 
nately engaged  in  a business  which-  represents 
a continually  increasing  demand,  that  of  hard- 
ware and  agricultural  implements,  he  has  found 
the  town  of  Kingfisher  a ready  mart,  and  the 
surrounding  agriculturists  appreciators  of  his 
fine  line  of  up-to-date  devices. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Kingfisher  in  1889,  Mr. 
Conley  at  once  started  a livery  and  sale  stable, 
and  erected  a commodious  barn  in  June,  con- 
tinuing his  business  until  1896,  when  he  sold 
out.  In  February,  1898,  he  became  interested  in 
the  hardware  and  implement  trade,  in  the  block 
which  has  since  been  the  scene  of  his  efforts. 
’The  building  is  25x80  feet  in  dimensions,  and  the 
various  departments  require  most  of  the  space 
on  three  floors.  In  addition,  there  is  an  imple- 
ment shop  38x90  feet.  Since  February,  1S98. 
Mr.  Conley  has  conducted  his  affairs  under  the 
firm  name  of  Conley  & Phillips,  Mr.  Phillips 
being  an  old-time  friend.  They  have  been  asso- 
ciated in  business,  at  intervals,  since  1875,  and 


were  partners  in  Missouri  and  Kansas.  The  firm 
of  Conley  & Phillips  carry  a complete  line  of 
John  Deere’s  plows  and  buggies,  Jackson  and 
Lake  City  wagons,  Moline  wagons,  Deering 
binders  and  harvesters,  and  Advance  threshers 
and  steamers.  In  1896  Mr.  Conley  built  another 
block  near  the  B.  J.  Conley  block,  and  located 
on  the  same  street. 

Born  at  Ottawa,  La  Salle  county,  111.,  June  16, 
1854,  Mr.  Conley  is  a son  of  Benjamin  Conley, 
of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Martha  (Wil- 
liams) Conley,  born  in  Knox,  Ohio,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  William  Williams,  of  Virginia,  who  settled 
in  Ohio.  Martha  Conley  died  in  Pillsbury, 
Ivans.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ottawa,  111.,  where  he  began  his  suc- 
cessful career  as  merchant  in  the  early  ’40s.  In 
1869  he  settled  on  a farm  near  Lamar,  and  died 
at  Carthage,  Mo.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  He 
was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  and  enlisted 
with  the  Illinois  regulars.  Of  the  children  born 
to  Benjamin  and  Martha  Conley,  B.  J.  is  the 
oldest.  W.  R.  is  located  in  Kingfisher,  where  he 
conducts  a feed  store,  and  John  is  living  in  Pills- 
bury, Ivans. 

B.  J.  Conley  passed  his  youth  in  Illinois  until 
1869,  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Mis- 
souri. He  had  good  opportunities  at  the  public 
schools  of  the  two  states,  and  graduated  from 
the  high  school  at  Carthage,  Mo.  When  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  in  Jasper  county,  later  continuing  in  the 
same  line  of  occupation  in  Barton  county.  He 
made  yet  another  change,  this  time  going  to  Ford 
county,  Ivans.,  near  Dodge  City,  where  he 
farmed  until  1S89,  when  he  located  in  the  newly 
opened  territory.  In  1S79  Mr.  Conley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Bone,  a native  of  Indiana, 
and  of  this  union  there  is  one  child,  A.  Burt,  of 
Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

Mr.  Conley  is  variously  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  Kingfisher,  and  has  given  many  evidences  of 
his  good  fellowship  and  generous  impulses.  In 
politics  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  served  one  term  as  school  director.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  associated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Mrs.  Conley  is  a devoted  member  of  the 
Christian  Church. 


PI.  COYLE.  As  the  hosts  of  Guthrie’s 
progressive  business  men  pass  in  re- 
view before  the  vision  of  the  local  his- 
torian, the  name  of  W.  H.  Coyle  stands  forth 
prominently.  During  the  eleven  years  of  Guth- 
rie’s existence,  he  has  been  actively  associated 
with  her  development  and  by  example  and  influ- 
ence has  inspired  many  to  make  investment,  thus 
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contributing  to  the  material  welfare  of  the  place. 
11  is  name  is  a synonym  for  progress,  and  his 
numerous  and  varied  enterprises  are  conducted 
with  masterly  system  and  ability. 

\V.  H.  Coyle  was  born  May  31,  1857,  in  the 
northern  part  of  Wisconsin,  in  which  locality 
his  father,  John  Coyle,  was  an  early  settler.  lie 
was  a native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  reared 
on  the  farm  owned  by  his  father,  William  Coyle. 
The  latter  also  settled  in  Wisconsin  in  its  early 
period,  and  later  he  dwelt  in  Iowa,  his  death  oc- 
curring there.  John  Coyle  was  reared  in  Canada, 
whence  he  went  to  Vermont  prior  to  his  removal 
to  the  lumber  regions  of  Wisconsin.  When  our 
subject  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  family 
took  up  residence  upon  a farm  adjacent  to  Ack- 
ley, Iowa,  in  which  town  their  home  was  made. 
For  several  years  the  father  carried  on  a meat 
market  in  the  place,  and  at  length  he  went  to 
Perry,  Okla.  Since  September,  1893,  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  grain  and  live  stock  business 
and  runs  a cotton-gin  and  deals 'in  cotton.  His 
wife,  Ann,  is  a daughter  of  Hugh  Smith,  of  Can- 
ada, and  all  but  one  of  their  seven  children  reside 
in  this  territory. 

Until  1871  W.  FI.  Coyle  lived  in  the  vicinity 
of  Ripon,  Wis.,  and  later,  in  the  Ackley  high 
school,  he  completed  his  literary  education. 
After  his  graduation  he  taught  school  for  one 
term  and  then  entered  the  Bayless  Commercial 
College  in  Dubuque.  He  mastered  the  practical 
business  branches  and  was  graduated  in  the  col- 
lege. During  the  next  decade  he  was  engaged 
in  the  meat  business,  conducting  stores  in  Ack- 
ley and  in  Lincoln,  Neb.  After  a residence  of 
about  two  years  in  the  place  last  named,  he  was 
ready  to  come  to  Oklahoma  at  the  date  of  its 
opening,  April  22,  1S89.  Fie  at  once  laid  claim 
to  a lot  on  Vilas  avenue,  Guthrie,  and.  building 
a store  thereon,  earned  on  a thriving  grocery 
trade  for  six  months.  Then  he  built  a store  at 
the  corner  of  Harrison  and  Second  streets, 
and  was  there  occupied  in  the  grocery 
and  meat  business  for  a period.  In  1892 
he  supervised  the  construction  of  the  double 
store  brick  building  in  which  the  legis- 
lature hall  is  situated,  and  during  the  ensuing 
year  built  the  first  cotton-gin  erected  in  this 
city.  He  continued  to  carry  on  a wholesale  gro- 
cery trade  until  July,  1898,  when  he  disposed  of 
his  interests  in  that  line,  owing  to  the  multiplicity 
of  his  other  business  affairs.  In  1896  he  built 
elevators  at  Newkirk  and  Kildare,  and  since  has 
built  warehouses  at  Seward  and  Lawrie.  Fie 
also  bought  the  old  Torelton  flour  mills  and 
thoroughly  remodeled  the  same,  making  an  up- 
to-date  flour  mill.  FTe  next  purchased  three 
blocks  of  ground  adjoining  the  flour  mill  and 
began  the  erection  of  a modern  cottonseed  oil 
mill,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  territory.  The  im- 


proved machinery  used  was  largely  manufac- 
tured by  the  Buckeye  Brass  Works,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  the  steam  engine  has  a three  hundred 
horse  power.  The  capacity  of  the  mill  is  sixty 
tons  of  cotton  seed  a day,  while  that  of  the  flour 
mill  which  he  operates  is  one  hundred  and  fifty 
barrels  of  flour  per  day.  The  cotton-seed  oil  is 
shipped  in  tanks  to  Kansas  City  and  Chicago, 
and  in  1897  Mr.  Coyle  handled  eighteen  of  the 
twenty-four  thousand  bales  of  cotton  which 
passed  through  the  city  market  of  Guthrie.  The 
oil  mills  were  incorporated  as  the  W.  FI.  Coyle 
Oil  Company,  with  him  as  the  president  and 
general  manager,  and  the  flour  mills  are  man- 
aged under  the  firm  name  of  the  Guthrie  Milling 
Company. 

In  addition  to  his  extensive  operations  in  the 
grain,  flouring  mill  and  cotton-oil  mills,  Mr. 
Coyle  has  extensive  financial  interests  outside. 
Fie  is  the  president  of  the  Eastern  Okla- 
homa Town  Site  Company,  and,  with  U. 
C.  Guss  as  partner,  owns  the  town  sites 
of  Campbell,  Coyle,  Ripley  and  Glencoe,  thriv- 
ing infant  cities  of  this  locality.  Mr.  Coyle 
also  owns  valuable  property  in  different 
parts  of  Guthrie.  He  energetically  assisted  in 
procuring  the  right  of  way  from  Guthrie  to  east- 
ern points  for  the  Eastern  Oklahoma  Railroad, 
which  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  taps  a 
region  otherwise  practically  cut  off  from  the 
markets  and  privileges  of  cities.  He  also  owns 
the  Guthrie  stock  yards,  where  as  many  as  two 
thousand  head  of  cattle  are  fed  for  the  markets. 
His  widespread  popularity  and  marked  financial 
ability  and  public  spirit  led  to  his  being  chosen 
as  president  of  the  Guthrie  Club,  and  as  such  he 
served  for  a year,  acquitting  himself  with  credit. 
In  religion  he  is  a Catholic,  and  in  political  faith 
is  a gold-standard  Democrat. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Coyle  and  Mary  Galligan 
took  place  in  Independence,  Iowa,  in  1882.  She 
is  one  of  the  native  daughters  of  that  city,  and 
her  father,  John  Galligan,  was  accidentally  killed 
when  she  was  a child.  Fir.  and  Firs.  Coyle  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  John  W. 
and  lone  FI. 


EP.  DOUTFIITT  has  been  identified  with 
the  most  progressive  and  intelligent 
growth  of  his  adopted  city,  Flennessey, 
having  arrived  here  in  the  vicinity  as  early  as 
April  22,  18S9.  As  a brick  manufacturer  and 
contractor  he  has  made  enviable  strides  in  the 
business  world,  and  is  to-day  accounted  one  of 
the  most  reliable  and  substantial  of  those  who 
have  come  out  of  the  east  and  tried,  among  new 
surroundings,  to  better  their  prospects  and  con- 
ditions. 

To  a certain  extent  Fir.  Douthitt  inherits  his 
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liking  for  his  chosen  work,  his  father  having  for 
the  most  of  his  life  engaged  in  the  same  occupa- 
tion. The  D'outhitt  family  is  of  Irish  extrac- 
tion, and  the  great-grandfather,  Thomas,  a native 
of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  came  to  America  in 
1770.  He  was  a farmer  and  settled  in  Carlisle. 
Cumberland  county,  Pa.  His  son,  Joseph,  was 
born  in  1770,  on  the  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  afterwards  engaged  in  farming  for  himself, 
eventually  removing  to  Beaver  coulity,  where  lie 
lived  for  many  years.  He  was  the  father  of  John 
Douthitt,  who  was  born  in  Beaver  county,  Pa., 
in  1815,  and  who  devoted  his  energies  to  brick- 
laying, and  contracted  in  Pennsylvania  for  tiie 
greater  part  of  his  life,  with  the  exception  of  ten 
years  spent  in  Mississippi.  He  is  at  the  present 
time  living  in  Indiana  county.  Pa.,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  is  still  hale  and  strong,  and 
actively  engaged  in  the  building  business.  His 
mother  was  a Lautzenheuser,  and  of  German 
descent.  Plis  wife,  formerly  Jane  Howe,  was 
born  in  England  and  died  in  1895.  She  was 
the  mother  of  eleven  children,  'seven  boys  and 
one  girl  now  living,  and  of  that  number  E.  P.  is 
the  second  youngest  and  the  only  one  living  in 
the  west. 

Born  in  Indiana  county.  Pa.,  October  16,  i860, 
E.  P.  Douthitt  was  reared  in  his  native  state 
until  1870,  and  then  went  with  his  father  to  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
and  learned  the  brickmason's  trade  from  his 
father.  He  early  displayed  a progressive  and 
independent  spirit,  and  when  fourteen  years  of 
age  made  up  his  mind  to  start  out  in  the  world 
for  himself,  and  as  a result  of  this  determination 
went  alone  to  Illinois,  working  his  wav  thither. 
Five  years  later  found  him  in  Kansas,  to  which 
state  he  had  worked  his  way,  but  in  1880  he  re- 
turned to  Beaver  county.  Pa.,  and  identified  him- 
self with  his  father  in  the  bricklayer's  business, 
continuing  the  same  for  two  years.  In  1882  Mr. 
Douthitt  settled  in  Pittsburg,  Ixans.,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  1S85.  removing  then  to  Kiowa. 
Kans.,  where  he  remained  until  the  opening  of 
the  Oklahoma  strip. 

April  22.  1889,  Mr.  Douthitt  located  on  his 
claim,  five  miles  southwest  of  Hennessev,  on 
I urkey  Creek,  on  the  southwest  cpiarter  of  sec- 
tion 3.  township  18,  range  7.  The  family  arrived 
the  same  day,  and  Mr.  Douthitt  at  once  began  to 
improve  his  claim,  and  in  order  to  build  a house, 
hauled  lumber  from  Kansas.  The  incident  of 
his  marriage  will  here  be  found  of  interest,  lie- 
cause  of  the  truly  enterprising  part  taken  In- 
Mrs.  Douthitt  during  the  first  v ears  of  their  resi- 
dence in  ( )klahoma.  She  was  formerlv  Ella  Her- 
man, of  Kansas,  and  a daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth  (Vincent)  Herman.  Andrew  Herman 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  German v,  in  1829,  and 
came  to  America  when  quite  young.  He  was  a 


farmer  and  sojourned  first  in  Kansas  City,  then 
went  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  finally  settling  near 
Pittsburg,  Kans.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  Mrs.  Douthitt 
being  second  oldest.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dou- 
thitt have  been  born  five  children:  Cecil.  Her- 
man, Minnie  and  Bernice  (twins)  and  John. 
During  1889  and  the  two  succeeding  years  Mr. 
Douthitt  worked  at  his  trade  in  Kansas  Citv, 
Pittsburg,  Kans.,  and  at  Fort  Reno;  in  the  latter 
place  he  was  employed  to  construct  the  officers’ 
quarters,  and  built  the  brick  part  of  the  hospital 
building.  All  this  time  Mrs.  Douthitt  had  charge 
of  the  claim  in  Oklahoma,  and  is  deserving  of 
more  than  ordinary  credit  for  her  perseverance 
and  courage.  It  is  doubtful  if  many  women  in 
the  territory  have  braved  the  vicissitudes  and 
hardships  with  more  fortitude  than  she  exhibited 
in  the  early  pioneer  days.  To  her  able  assistance 
is  due  a large  share  of  the  success  which  has 
come  out  of  the  efforts  of  this  particular  family, 
in  their  striving  after  that  best  possible  to  be  had 
from  a residence  in  the  new  country. 

■Upon  his  return  to  the  vicinity  of  Hennessey, 
Mr.  Douthitt  engaged  in  brickmaking  on  his 
farm,  and  contracted  in  the  vicinity  and  in  Hen- 
nessey. At  the  present  writing  his  headquarters 
are  in  Hennessey,  and  he  devotes  the  majority  of 
his  time  to  contract  brick  work.  Among  the 
many  evidences  of  his  skill  may  be  mentioned 
the  Smith  building,  the  J.  H.  Bash,  Sylvester, 
Cox  Brothers,  and  Edward  Gould  buildings.  In 
1898  he  erected  the  Douthitt  building  on  Main 
street. 

In  politics  Mr.  Douthitt  is  a believer  in  the 
principles  advocated  by  Bryan,  and  is  a Populist 
of  the  broadest  and  most  common-sense  kind. 
To  him,  as  to  all  who  aid  in  the  building  of 
towns,  is  due  large  credit  for  his  able  and  neces- 
sarv  assistance. 


George  fiugpies  crumley,  a weii- 

known  farmer  residing  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  26,  township  14.  range  7 
west,  Canadian  county,  was  born  near  Elizabeth- 
town, Carter  county,  Tenn.,  April  4,  1S61,  a son 
of  John  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Hughes)  Crumley. 
He  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  a fair  com- 
mon-school education,  which  has  fitted  him  for 
life’s  responsible  duties.  On  leaving  home  in 
1877,  he  went  to  Grayson  county,  Tex.,  where  he 
worked  as  a farm  hand  for  some  time,  and  after 
the  removal  of  his  parents  to  that  state  in  1879, 
he  spent  one  year  with  them,  the  father  renting 
land  the  first  year  and  then  buying  a farm. 

After  a year  spent  at  home.  Mr.  Crumley 
began  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  being  very 
handy  with  tools,  though  never  serving  a regular 
apprenticeship.  He  spent  nearly  a year  in  Ar- 


■ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


kansas,  working  at  his  trade  jmd  in  the  mines, 
and  then  returned  to  Texas,  but  shortly  after- 
ward went  to  New  Mexico,  where  he  worked  in 
silver  mines  for  nearly  a year.  On  his  return  to 
Texas,  he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  and 
clerked  in  a confectionery  store.  He  was  mar- 
ried, October  19,  1884,  near  Howe,  to  Miss  Me- 
lissa Stroud,  of  Grayson  county,  who  was  born 
in  Cooke  county,  that  state,  a daughter  of 
Fletcher  Stroud.  By  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  two  sons,  Clarence  and  Otis,  and  three 
daughters,  Vera,  Ena  and  Willie.  Clarence, 
Vera  and  Ena  were  born  in  Texas,  the  two  others 
in  Oklahoma. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Crumley  bought  a farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Grayson  county,  Tex.,  which 
he  operated  about  four  years,  and  then  moved 
to  Denison,  that  county,  where  he  worked  in 
car  shops  and  yards,  and  was  made  car  inspector, 
holding  that  position  until  he  came  to  Oklahoma 
in  1890.  On  the  1st  of  May,  that  year,  he  filed  a 
claim  to  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  18, 
township  14,  range  6 west,  and  constructed  a 
dugout  and  sod  house,  but  the  family  never  lived 
in  these,  Mr.  Crumley  utilizing  them  while  erect- 
ing a frame  house  for  the  family. 

In  1896  Mr.  Crumley  purchased  his  present 
farm,  upon  which  some  improvements  had  al- 
ready been  made,  and  a tnree-acre  orchard  set 
out,  and  here  he  located  in  1898.  After  the 
opening  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  coun- 
try, he  turned  his  attention  to  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  first 
building  in  Okarche  after  the  depot  and  section 
house  had  been  built.  This  was  a business  house 
built  upon  railroad  land  before  the  country  was 
open  for  settlement,  and  it  is  now  used  as  a resi- 
dence. Mr.  Crumley  has  helped  to  erect  a num- 
ber of  buildings  in  Okarche,  including  a hotel. 
While  not  an  office-seeker,  he  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  political  affairs  and  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Grover  Cleveland  in  1884, 
but  for  the  past  few  years  has  affiliated  with  the 
Populist  party.  His  wife  is  an  active  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  he  contributed 
$25  and  fifteen  days’  work  toward  building  Lib- 
erty Chapel  in  their  neighborhood. 


CHARLES  POND  is  proprietor  of  the 
Guthrie  Steam  Laundry  and  enjoys  an 
extensive  patronage  throughout  the  two 
territories,  lie  is  located  in  a new  building  on 
East  Harrison  street  and  has  the  largest  laundry 
in  Guthrie. 

Mr.  Pond  was  born  near  Leavenworth,  in 
Leavenworth  county,  Kans.,  Julv  it.  1863,  and 
is  a son  of  Jefferson  and  Louanna  (Led  Pond, 
lie  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry,  three  brothers 
having  come  to  this  country,  one  of  whom 
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located  in  Connecticut,  another  went  south  and 
a third  came  west.  His  grandfather  was  a tan- 
ner in  Indiana  for  many  years,  but  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  located  in  Iowa.  Jefferson  Pond 
was  born  in  Indiana  and  at  an  early  day  moved 
to  Iowa,  locating  near  Drakeville.  In  i860  he 
settled  on  a farm  in  Bourbon  county,  but  after  a 
short  time  he  moved  to  a farm  in  Leavenworth 
county,  Kans.  He  served  in  the  Kansas  militia 
during  the  Civil  war,  but  was  discharged  on 
account  of  sickness.  In  1871  he  moved  to  Cow- 
ley county,  Kans.,  and  followed  farming  there 
until  his  death  in  1874.  He  married  Louanna 
Lee,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  and  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Willis  Lee.  The  latter  was  a farmer  and 
blacksmith  of  Drakeville,  Iowa,  but  in  1869 
located  at  Leavenworth,  Ivans.,  and  later  in 
Cowley  county,  that  state.  He  died  near  Min- 
neapolis, Colo.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  He  had  several  sons  who  served  in  the 
Civil  war.  Mrs.  Pond  now  resides  in  Alva, 
Okla.  Six  children  were  born  to  her  and  her 
husband,  four  of  whom  are  living  as  follows: 
Frank  B.,  who  is  in  Sacramento,  Cal.;  James  \\\, 
who  is  in  Kansas;  Mrs.  Nettie  Lee,  who  lives 
in  Oklahoma;  and  Charles. 

Charles  Pond  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Cowlev 
county,  Ivans.,  and  attended  the  public  schools. 
His  father  dying  in  1874,  he  was  obliged  to  shift 
for  himself..  He  conducted  the  home  farm  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  then  went  to  Mul- 
vane,  Ivans.,  where  he  clerked  in  a store  and 
went  to  school.  In  1884  he  went  to  Sharon, 
Ivans.,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising, 
becoming  a member  of  the  firm  of  Ross  & Pond. 
One  year  later  he  went  to  Shockeyville,  Hamil- 
ton county,  Kans.,  where  he  proved  up  a claim. 
Going  to  Minneapolis,  in  the  southeast  corner 
of  Colorado,  in  1886,  he  located  a claim  and 
engaged  in  the  merchandise  business  with  a 
brother,  the  firm  name  being  Pond  Brothers. 
After  a period  of  one  and  one-half  years  he 
settled  at  Trinidad  and  there  remained  until 
April  22,  1889,  when  he  located  at  Kingfisher  at 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  Later  he  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business  at  Oklahoma  Citv  and 
then  at  Guthrie.  Returning  to  Kansas,  from 
there  he  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for 
seven  years.  He  followed  the  laundry  business 
at  Mason  City  for  six  years,  establishing  the 
Mason  City  Steam  Laundry.  In  1896  he  sold 
out  and  located  in  Guthrie,  where  he  started  a 
new  laundry  plant.  He  has  been  exceedingK 
successful,  and  his  patronage  was  such  as  to 
warrant  the  erection  of  his  new  laundry  in  1890. 
It  is  25x140  feet,  consists  of  two  floors,  and  is 
located  on  East  Harrison  street.  The  plant  is 
equipped  with  a sixteen  horse-power  engine,  a 
thirty  horse-power  boiler,  and  has  its  own  gas 
and  water  equipments.  He  manufactures  his 
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own  soap  and  the  business  is  modern  in  all  its 
details.  Agencies  have  been  established  all  over 
Oklahoma  and  the  Indian  Territory.  The  laun- 
dry, which  is  taxed  to  its  utmost,  has  a capacity 
for  $1,000  worth  of  work  per  week. 

Mr.  Pond  was  united  in  marriage  in  Iowa 
with  Hattie  M.  Booth,  who  was  born  in  Canada 
and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  Booth  of  Iowa.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Uniform  Rank,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  He  is  a member  of  Guthrie  Com- 
mercial club.  Formerly  he  held  office  as  treas- 
urer of  the  Iowa  State  Laundry  Association. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican. 


DR.  JAMES  PERRY  DOUTHITT.  The 
early  life  of  James  Perry  Douthitt  was 
spent  on  the  frontier,  and  many  and  varied 
were  the  experiences  of  himself  and  family  in 
the  troublous  ante-bellum  period  and  during'  the 
Civil  war.  They  possessed  the  true  pioneer  spirit 
and  had  the  courage  of  their  convictions,  steadily 
pursuing  the  pathway  of  right  and  justice,  and 
ultimately  won  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  them. 

On  the  paternal  side,  the  doctor  is  of  Celtic 
origin,  the  Douthitts  having  originated  in  the 
northern  part  of  Ireland  or  Scotland.  His  father, 
H.  B.,  and  grandfather,  Abraham  Douthitt.  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  at  an  early  day 
settled  in  Newton  county,  Mo.,  where  they  be- 
came wealthy  farmers,  according  to  the  standards 
of  that  time  and  community.  When  the  dis- 
quietude of  the  approaching  war  and  the  actual 
warfare  began,  the  family  suffered  materially  in 
fortune,  for  their  property  was  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fray  part  of  the  time,  and  the  bushwhackers 
were  a terrorizing  power  in  that  region.  The 
battle  of  Newtonia  was  fought  only  five  miles 
from  the  old  homestead  owned  bv  EL  B.  Douth- 
itt,  and  during  the  war  he  was  a soldier  in  the 
Federal  army,  belonging  to  a Missouri  regiment. 
Lie  retired  from  his  agricultural  labors  a few 
years  prior  to  his  death,  making  his  home  in  the 
town  of  Richey.  His  wife,  Angeline  (Clark) 
Douthitt,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and,  with  her 
father,  Ephraim  Paul  Clark,  she  came  to  Newton 
county,  Mo.,  when  she  was  young.  All  but  one 
of  the  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douthitt 
lived  to  maturity,  and  seven  are  vet  living. 

The  doctor  was  born  in  Neosho,  Mo..  August 
6.  1856,  and  at  an  early  age  became  familiar  with 
all  of  the  practical  details  of  farming.  He  at- 
tended the  log  schoolhouse  of  the  district,  and 
later  was  a student  in  the  Lebanon  Normal, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1874.  He  then  went 
to  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  engaged  in  the  live- 
stock business  for  three  years  or  more.  He  then 
went  to  Chicago,  where  he  took  a thorough 
course  in  a veterinary  college,  and  received  the 


degree  of  veterinary  surgeon  in  1881.  Return- 
ing to  the  west,  he  established  his  home  in  Vin- 
ita,  Cherokee  Nation,  and  thus  was  one  of  the 
first  white  settlers  there.  For  thirteen  years  he 
was  one  of  the  busiest  men  of  that  region,  carry- 
ing on  his  regular  vocation,  and  engaging  in  the 
business  of  breeding  horses  and  cattle,  besides 
making  a specialty  of  raising  high-grade  South- 
down  and  Cotswold  sheep  on  a sheep  ranch 
which  he  owned.  In  1894  he  disposed  of  his 
varied  interests  and  came  to  Guthrie,  where  he 
has  attended  solely  to  regular  veterinary  prac- 
tice. When  in  Chicago  he  was  connected  with 
the  Veterinary  Association,  and  now  he  belongs 
to  the  Gentlemen’s  Driving  Club  of  Guthrie. 
Fraternally,  lie  is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  in  political 
matters  is  a strong  Republican. 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Douthitt’s  youth  was  Miss 
Lovina  Strayer  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  resided  in  Newton 
county  at  the  time  of  the  wedding.  Death 
claimed  her  while  she  was  a resident  of  Vinita, 
and  three  children  survive  to  mourn  her  loss. 
Ruth,  the  eldest,  is  Mrs.  Ward,  of  Vinita,  and 
May,  Mrs.  Mecham,  lives  in  Silver  City,  N.  M. 
The  only  son,  Arthur  J.,a  graduate  of  the  Guthrie 
high  school,  is  a graduate  of  the  Northwestern 
Veterinary  College,  class  of  1900.  In  the  spring 
of  1900  he  was  tendered  the  position  of  live- 
stock inspector  by  Governor  Barnes  and  now 
fills  that  position.  The  lady  who  now  bears  the 
doctor’s  name  and  presides  with  womanly  dig- 
nity over  his  attractive  residence  at  No.  524 
North  Broad  street.  Guthrie,  was  Miss  Bessie 
McGoldric  in  her  girlhood,  and  Ireland  is  the 
place  of  her  nativity.  One  child,  Nellie,  graces 
this  union.  Mrs.  Douthitt  is  connected  with  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  is  very  popular  in  the  best 
city  society. 


A.  ELSTON.  In  his  chosen  line  of 
^ work,  that  of  carpentering,  Mr.  Elston 
has  reaped  the  success  due  so  painstak- 
ing and  conscientious  a mechanic.  He  was  born 
in  Stark  county,  111.,  November  6,  1862,  his 
father,  Elisha  Elston,  being  a coal  miner  during 
the  years  of  his  activity,  and  terminating  his  busy 
career  when  his  son,  W.  A.,  was  but  two  years 
old.  He  had  married  Minnie  Rickey,  who  was 
born  in  Stark  county,  being  a daughter  of  John 
Rickey,  who  came  from  Ohio  at  an  earlv  day 
and  settled  in  Stark  county,  but  died  in  Fulton 
county,  111.  After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs. 
Elston  married  David  Kinkade,  who  was  a coal 
miner  until  1883,  but  at  that  time  removed  to 
Hutchinson,  Kans.,  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Elston  was 
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the  mother  of  two  children,  W.  A.  and  Frank, 
who  are  carpenters  in  Hennessey,  Okla. 

W.  A.  Elston  was  reared  in  Illinois,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  public  schools.  In  1876 
he  went  with  his  mother  to  Butler,  Mo.,  where 
he  continued  to  study  at  the  public  schools. 
When  sixteen  years  old  he  began  to  prepare  for 
the  future  by  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade  in 
Adrian,  Bates  county,  Mo.,  and  in  18S3  removed 
to  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade,  and  continued  the  same  in  Wichita.  Soon 
after  he  returned  to  Hutchinson  and  assisted  in 
building  the  sugar  mill  at  Medicine  Lodge, 
Kans.  In  August,  1890,  he  settled  in  Kingfisher 
county,  Okla.,  on  a claim  fifteen  miles  from  Hen- 
nessey, where  he  remained  until  the  title  was 
proved,  at  the  same  time  working  at  his  trade  as 
opportunity  offered.  This  was  followed  by  a 
year  of  work  on  the  officers’  quarters  at  Fort 
Reno,  and  in  1893  he  moved  to  Hennessey, 
where  he  has  since  conducted  a large  business, 
and  catered  to  a growing  demand.  He  manufac- 
tures brackets,  scroll  work  of  all  kinds,  turning, 
and  mouldings,  stock  and  irrigating  tanks,  and 
makes  a specialty  of  screen  doors  and  window 
screens. 

In  Wichita,  Mr.  Elston  married  Mary  Blanch- 
ard, who  is  a native  of  New  York.  In  politics 
Mr.  Elston  is  a believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker.  Fraternally,  he  is  associated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  As  one  of  the  first  to  recog- 
nize the  possibilities  of  the  town  of  Hennessey, 
and  as  one  of  the  most  ambitious  and  enterpris- 
ing in  developing  the  various  lines  of  occupation 
which  contribute  to  her  upbuilding,  he  has  won 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


AMOS  A.  EWING.  One  of  the  important 
local  factors  in  the  councils  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  is  Amos  A.  Ewing,  who  has  re- 
sided in  Kingfisher  for  several  years  and  has 
been  connected  with  numerous  organizations 
which  have  had  a direct  bearing  upon  the  com- 
mercial upbuilding  of  Oklahoma.  His  service  to 
the  public  as  an  official  has  been  entirely  satis- 
factory to  all  concerned,  and  no  one  is  more  alert 
than  he  in  regard  to  the  general  welfare.  In 
tracing  the  ancestry  of  Mr.  Ewing,  we  find  that 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Ewing,  was 
born  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  about  the  time  of  the  war  of 
1 8 1 2,  in  which  he  took  part.  Several  of  his 
brothers  came  to  these  shores  in  that  decade  and 
settled  in  New  York,  whence  they  later  went  to 
Pennsylvania.  In  that  state  Samuel  Ewing  set- 
tled and  engaged  in  farming  as  long  as  he  lived. 
His  son,  Thomas,  born  in  Beaver  county.  Pa., 
and  father  of  Amos  A.  Ewing,  was  a cousin  of 


Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  a leader  in  the  Whig  party 
in  Ohio  at  one  time.  Becoming  a pioneer  of 
Holmes  county,  Ohio,  in  1847  or  1848,  he  car- 
ried on  a farm,  and  for  forty-five  years  was  ex- 
tensively interested  in  the  grain  business,  his 
residence  being  in  Holmesville.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  as  a revenue  collector,  under 
appointment  of  President  Lincoln.  He  is  now 
four-score  years  old,  and  his  devoted  wife  is  only 
two  years  his  junior.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Rachel  Dawson,  and  her  birthplace  Ohio.  Her 
father,  Benjamin  Dawson,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Holmes  county,  and  his  ancestors 
originally  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland. 
For  forty-five  years  Thomas  and  Rachel  Ewing 
have  been  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
have  been  looked  up  to  and  admired  by  a large 
circle  of  acquaintances. 

Born  February  7,  1862,  A.  A.  Ewing  is  next 
to  the  youngest  of  six  surviving  brothers,  and  he 
also  has  three  sisters  living.  David  F.  and  John 
D.  are  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law  at 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio;  Samuel  is  a farmer  of 
Knox  county,  same  state;  N.  E.  and  Benjamin 
F.  are  farmers  of  Holmes  county. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Ewing’s  life  were 
quietly  spent  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  until  he 
reached  his  majority  he  continued  to  assist  his 
senior  in  his  various  enterprises.  I11  1885  he 
came  to  Kansas  and  proved  up  a claim  in  Kiowa 
county,  in  the  Indian  reservation.  He  also  re- 
sided for  a period  in  Kniseley,  Ivans.,  and  be- 
came a deputy  under  Sheriff  Billings.  April  22, 
1889,  he  came  to  Kingfisher  and  embarked  in  the 
real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  business.  From 
1894  to  1896,  in  company  with  Mr.  McLoud,  an 
able  lawyer,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Choc- 
taw, Oklahoma  & Gulf  Railroad,  and  secured  the 
right  of  way  from  Oklahoma  City  to  South  Mc- 
Allister. Incidentally,  they  laid  out  several 
towns  along  the  line,  and  thus  cleared  over  $100,- 
000,  over  and  above  all  costs.  In  partnership 
with  Mr.  Brandon,  he  organized  the  Kingfisher 
Hotel  Company,  and  contributed  liberally  to- 
ward the  building,  but  this  enterprise  is  only  one 
of  many  here  which  he  has  assisted. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  territorial  branch 
of  the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Ewing  has  been 
active  in  the  ranks.  As  chairman  of  the  special 
committee  having  in  charge  the  local  Republican 
campaign  in  1890,  he  rendered  notable  service, 
and  was  associated  in  the  work  with  Captain  Ad- 
mire, Judge  Roberts  and  other  prominent  citi- 
zens. Later  he  was  honored  by  being  made 
sergeant-at-arms  and  caucus  nominee,  but  when 
C.  G.  Jones  and  Mr.  Trosper  openly  dissented 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  caucus,  and,  hoping 
to  centralize  the  capital  at  Oklahoma  City,  joined 
the  Democrats,  and  proffered  him  the  chief 
clerkship  in  their  organization,  lie  refused.  At 
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the  close  of  the  session  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Steele  to  the  board  of  regents  of  the 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  at  Still- 
water. He  served  as  treasurer  of  that  board, 
and  two  years  later  was  reappointed  to  the  posi- 
tion by  Governor  Seay,  and  again  chosen  to  act 
as  treasurer.  When  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe 
lands  were  opened  to  settlement,  in  1892,  he  was 
appointed  county  judge  of  Blaine  county,  and  in 
that  important  place,  as  in  all  others,  he  ac- 
quitted himself  with  credit.  As  early  as  1895 
he  espoused  McKinley’s  cause,  and  for  five  years 
has  been  a devoted  friend  to  the  great  leader. 
Since  June  22,  1897,  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  inspector  of  oils  for  the  territory,  having  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  tendered  him  by  Gov. 
C.  M.  Barnes,  and  he  now  gives  all  of  his  time 
to  the  discharging  of  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him. 

His  social  and  commercial  relations  are  pop- 
ular, while  politically  he  has  won  the  displeasure 
of  a number  of  local  political  leaders,  but  always 
found  loyal  to  his  friends.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  In  his  domestic  circle  he 
finds  his  chief  compensation  for  the  cares  and 
troubles  that  come  to  him.  as  to  all.  In  1893  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Eugenia  M.  Thorne, 
who  was  born  in  Franklin,  Ohio,  and  in  1891 
came  to  Hennessey,  Okla.,  with  her  father,  Alex- 
ander Thorne,  a successful  farmer.  The  Thornes 
were  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  origin- 
ated in  the  north  of  Ireland.  Mrs.  Ewing's  pa- 
ternal grandfather  married  a Miss  Campbell,  and 
both  were  Presbyterians.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  Throckmorton,  was  of 
Holland-Dutch  descent, and  was  a native  of  War- 
ren county,  Ohio,  where  her  father,  James  Throck- 
morton, was  an  early  settler,  he  having  been  a 
native  of  New  Jertey.  Mrs.  Ewing  was  one  of 
ten  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased,  and  eight 
of  whom  reside  in  Oklahoma.  By  her  marriage 
she  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  namely:  Jef- 
ferson Seay  and  Anna  Brandon.  She  is  a lady 
of  liberal  educational  attainments  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church. 


HOX.  A.  O.  FARQUH ARSON,  proprietor 
of  the  New  York  Clothing  House,  the  old- 
est clothing  establishment  in  Guthrie,  was 
formerly  mayor  of  the  city,  and  his  administra- 
tion is  generally  conceded  to  be  the  equal  of  anv 
the  city  has  yet  had.  Mr.  Farquharson  was  born 
in  Toronto.  Canada,  December  18,  1855.  and  is 
descended  from  the  old  Farquhar  and  Macin- 
tosh families,  whose  lineage  is  traced  directlv 
back  of  MacDuff  of  A,  D.  1000.  His  father. 
James  Farquharson,  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire. 


and  was  a young  man  when  he  crossed  the  ocean, 
settling  in  Toronto,  Canada,  where  he  was  a shoe 
merchant.  In  1866  he  removed  to  Illinois,  set- 
tling near  Milford,  and  there  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Yandalia, 
Mo.,  and  engaged  in  farming  until  1872,  when  lie 
homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Sumner  county,  Kans.  This  property  he  greatly 
improved  and  farmed  until  he  retired,  then 
moved  to  Kay  county,  where  he  now  resides  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years.  He 
married  Mary  Puterbaugh,  who  wa.s  born  in 
Canada,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  Puterbaugh, 
who  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  became  a 
farmer  near  Toronto.  She  died  in  Kansas  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Five  sons  and  three 
daughters  blessed  this  union,  namely:  John  W., 
of  whom  all  trace  is  lost;  A.  O.,  our  subject; 
J.  A.,  a farmer  of  Logan  county;  W.  L.,  a grain 
dealer  of  El  Reno;  Charles  A.,  who  accidentally 
shot  himself  while  a resident  of  Arizona;  Mrs. 
Jennie  C.  Phillips,  of  Guthrie;  Mrs.  Mary  Ech- 
ternach,  of  Kay  county;  and  Mrs.  Lena  Fitzger- 
ald, also  of  Kav  county. 

At  the  time  the  family  came  to  the  States,  A. 
O.  Farquharson  was  ten  years  of  age.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
Fort  Scott  Normal  School,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  a business  course.  He  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  at  Wichita  and  then  farmed  for 
a time  in  Sumner  county,  Kans.  In  April,  1889, 
he  came  to  Guthrie,  and  in  the  fall  of  1891 
bought  Mundy’s  hardware  store,  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Morris,  the  firm  name  becoming  Far- 
quharson & Morris.  After  six  years  in  the 
hardware  business  he  sold  out.  In  1897  he  pur- 
chased the  clothing  store  of  H.  L.  Cohn,  which 
was  established  in  the  spring  of  1889.  and  he  has 
since  continued  in  this  business,  with  great  suc- 
cess. In  1898  he  started  a branch  store  in  New- 
kirk, of  which  he  is  sole  proprietor  and  manager, 
and  which  has  a liberal  patronage.  His  business 
in  Guthrie  is  located  at  No.  214  Oklahoma  ave- 
nue, and  he  lives  in  a handsome  residence  at  No. 
319  Harrison  avenue. 

In  Oxford,  Kans.,  Mr.  Farquharson  married 
Cassie  V.  Froggatte,  a native  of  Jackson.  Mich. 
They  are  parents  of  two  children:  Havden  Gran- 
ville, a graduate  of  Guthrie  Commercial  College, 
who  now  attends  Culver  Military  Academy  at 
Culver,  Ind.;  and  Orville,  who  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1000  in  Guthrie  high  school,  and  is 
now  a student  in  the  Kansas  University,  at  Law- 
rence. Our  subject  is  a strong  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  held  many  offices  of 
public  trust.  Ife  was  trustee  of  a township  in 
Kansas,  and  upon  coming  here  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  council  from  the  third  ward,  serving 
two  terms  as  chairman  of  the  finance  committee. 
In  1895  he  was  elected  mayor  without  opposition 
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from  any  party,  an  unprecedented  occurrence, 
which  illustrates  his  popularity.  For  his  excel- 
lent work  in  straightening-  out  the  finances  of 
Guthrie  he  has  been  highly  commended.  Ihe 
warrants  of  the  city  had  been  selling  for  sixty- 
five  cents  on  the  dollar,  but  he  bonded  the  city 
and  assessed  taxes  in  order  to  have  the  necessary 
mcney  to  run  the  city,  and  the  price  gradually 
rose  to  par.  He  was  made  a Mason  in  Oxford, 
Kans.,  and  is  now  a member  of  Guthrie  Lodge 
No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Guthrie  Chapter  No.  6, 
R.  i A.  M.,  of  which  he  has  been  high  priest; 
Guthrie  Commandery  No.  I ; and  the  Consis- 
tory, thirty-second  degree.  He  is  also  a member 
of  India  Temple,  N.  M.  S.,  of  Oklahoma  City. 
He  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Consistory, 
having  charge  of  the  ninth  degree.  His  devotion 
to  the  noble  order  is  one  of  the  noticeable  attri- 
butes of  his  character. 


AM.  SPRAGUE,  M.  D.,  a physician  and 
surgeon  of  Kingfisher,  who  has  built  up  a 
large  and  remunerative  practice  within  the 
few  years  of  his  residence  here,  has  been  actively 
associated  with  the  progress  and  improvement 
of  the  city,  and  is  generally  esteemed  for  his  pub- 
lic spirit. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  the  doctor  were 
Silas  and  Roxie  (Benedict) ‘Sprague,  the  latter 
a cousin  of  Benedict  Arnold  of  Revolutionary 
war  fame.  Silas  Sprague,  a native  of  Vermont, 
was  a son  of  Ignatius  Sprague,  who  resided 
in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  was  of  the 
sterling  old  Plymouth  ancestry,  three  brothers 
bearing  the  name,  and  natives  of  Wales,  having- 
settled  near  the  ‘‘Hub”  city  at  an  early  day. 
Ignatius  Sprague  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  his  son  Silas  was  a hero  of  the 
war  of  1812.  The  latter  located  in  Syracuse  at 
an  early  period  and  later  settled  in  Erie,  Pa., 
whence  he  removed  to  Paris,  Canada,  and 
cleared  a farm  in  the  forest.  In  1S40  he  located 
in  Ionia  county,  Mich.,  in  the  midst  of  the  oak 
forests,  about  ten  miles  west  of  Ionia,  and  there 
the  remainder  of  his  lift;  was  passed  in  the 
arduous  labors  of  the  frontiersman.  Both  he 
and  his  devoted  wife  attained  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-five. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  J.  W.  and  Amy 
(Sayles)  Sprague,  were  natives  of  Syracuse  and 
Geneseo,  N.  V.,  respectively.  His  father,  who 
had  spent  many,  of  the  years  of  his  boyhood  in 
Canada,  improved  a farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town  of  Paris,  but  in  1837  he  removed  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  employed  as  a ship  car- 
penter in  the  Black  river  ship  yards.  In  1840 
he  settled  on  a tract  of  land  near  Ionia,  Mich., 
and,  during  the  sixteen  vears  of  his  residence 
there,  developed  an  excellent  farm.  From  1856 
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to  1870  he  dwelt  in  Crown  Point,  Ind.,  and  for 
some  time  served  as  sheriff  and  in  other  local 
offices.  He  lived  to  a good  age,  dying  at  the 
home  of  our  subject  in  Kansas,  when  more  than 
four-score  years  old.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  this  life  in  1891  while  making  a visit  in 
Missouri.  Her  father,  Aliab  Sayles,  a native  of 
Vermont,  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  subse- 
quently was  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of 
New  York,  Canada  and  Ionia  county,  Mich.,  as 
he  improved  farms  in  each  of  these  localities. 

The  birth  of  Andrew  M.  Sprague  occurred  in 
Paris,  Canada,  November  27,  1834.  His  only 
sister,  Roxie,  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  and 
his  only  brother,  Edwin  R.,  who  enlisted  in 
the  Twentieth  Indiana  Infantry  in  1861,  and 
took  part  in  a number  of  campaigns  and  engage- 
ments, was  stricken  with  illness  and  died  at  Har- 
rison's Landing  in  1862.  He  now  is  sleeping  his 
last  sleep  in  the  quiet  cemetery  at  Crown  Point, 
Ind. 

The  boyhood  of  Dr.  Sprague  was  spent  in 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  though  his  educational 
advantages  were  extremely  limited,  as  might  be 
expected  in  a log-cabin  school-house  in  a new 
country,  he  was  an  apt  student  and  acquired 
knowledge  readily.  Of  his  classmates  and  young 
friends  of  that  immediate  district  and  period 
eight  are  now  successful  physicians  and  four  are 
able  members  of  the  bar.  At  eighteen  Dr. 
Sprague  commenced  teaching  school,  and  as 
early  as  1858  began  the  study  of  medicine  at 
Crown  Point  with  Dr.  Pratt. 

• In  July,  1862,  Dr.  Sprague  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  South 
Bend  as  sergeant.  Just  at  this  time  occurred  his 
brother's  funeral,  and,  turning  from  his  lonelv 
grave,  the  young  soldier  who  had  so  recently 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  started  for  southern 
battlefields,  joining  his  regiment  at  Louisville. 
Later  he  took  part  in  the  terrible  conflicts  at 
Richmond,  Perryville  and  Stone  River,  and  on 
the  15th  of  February,  1863,  succumbed  to  ill- 
ness and  for  weeks  languished  in  hospitals  at 
Murfreesboro  and  Nashville.  When  convales- 
cent he  acted  as  a steward  in  hospitals  until 
November  27,  1863,  when  he  was  honorable  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability. 

When  he  had  recovered  from  his  army  expe- 
rience sufficiently  Dr.  Sprague  embarked  in 
medical  practice  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and 
remained  in  that  city  until  1876,  when  he 
returned  to  the  Hoosier  state,  and  for  two  years 
practiced  his  profession  at  Koutz.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1878,  he  located  in  Rice  county,  Kans.,  at  a 
place  now  known  as  Frederick,  and  dwelt  there 
for  fourteen  years.  In  the  meantime  he  pursued 
a thorough  course  in  the  Chicago  Homeopathic 
College,  attending  lectures  there  two  seasons. 
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In  April,  1892,  he  came  to  King-fisher  and  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  practice  here  ever 
since. 

In  social  and  fraternal  circles,  as  well  as  in  his 
profession,  Dr.  Sprague  is  very  popular  with  all 
who  know  him.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order,  and  is  past  commander  of  King- 
fisher Post  No.  2,  G.  A.  R.,  and  surgeon-general 
of  the  department  of  Oklahoma,  with  the  rank  of 
general,  now  serving  his  second  term  in  this 
important  position.  He  is  a trustee  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  as  chairman  of  the  building 
committee,  played  a very  active  part  in  its  his- 
tory. In  his  political  faith  he  is  an  uncompromis- 
ing Republican. 

The  wife  of  our  subject’s  early  manhood  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Juline  M.  Young,  and  their 
marriage  took  place  in  Huron  county,  Ohio. 
She  was  born  in  that  locality  and  died  in  Lowell, 
Mich.,  leaving  two  children:  Frances,  now  Mrs. 
Rosenkranz,  of  Butte,  Okla.,  and  Edwin,  a 
printer,  now  connected  with  the  Russel  (Kans.) 
Journal.  In  Lyons,  Ivans.,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Dr.  Sprague  and  Miss  Dora  Peterson, 
who  was  born  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany, 
received  a fine  education,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  previous  to  her  father’s  death. 
She  was  born  in  a house  which  was  built  in  1600 
by  her  ancestor,  Jacob  Peterson,  and  the  prop- 
erty descended  to  her  father,  who  bore  the  same 
Christian  name.  One  child  blesses  the  union  of 
the  doctor  and  wife,  namely,  Josephine. 


M.  FLICKINGER.  Even  the  most  san- 
guine did  not  realize  what  a great  future 
was  in  store  for  Oklahoma  as  a grain-pro- 
ducing- country,  and  within  a few  years  the  world 
has  been  astonished,  as  Kingfisher,  in  particular, 
became  noted  as  the  Frgest  local  grain  market 
in  the  world.  E.  M.  Flickinger,  secretary  and 
manager  of  the  Farmers’  Grain  & Elevator 
Company,  and  a prominent  member  of  the  Grain 
Dealers  Association  of  Oklahoma  and  Indian 
Territories,  has  been  closely  and  actively  asso- 
ciated with  the  local  industry  for  over  two  years, 
and  has  done  much  in  the  upbuilding  of  King- 
fisher and  Oklahoma. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jacob 
Flickinger.  was  a native  of  Germany,  but  at  an 
early  day  became  a resident  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.  Later  he  removed  to  what  is  termed  the 
‘‘four-mile  valley,”  a place  to  the  north  of  Ham- 
ilton,  Butler  county,  Ohio,  and  there  he  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  who  cleared  and  improved  prop- 
erty. His  son,  J.  K.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  that  locality,  and  became  an  influential 
business  man  there.  Near  the  town  of  Seven 
Mile,  Ohio,  lie  built  a large  flour  and  saw  mill, 
propelled  by  the  water  of  Seven  Mile  creek.  He 


also  conducted  a large  local  grain  and  live-stock 
business  until  1885,  when  he  came  to  the  west. 
For  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the  board 
of  trade  in  Cincinnati.  For  fifteen  years  he  car- 
ried on  a farm  near  Kingman  and  conducted  an 
insurance  business  at  that  point,  and  early  in 
1900  located  on  a homestead  situated  near  Hen- 
nessey, Okla.,  where  he  is  similarly  occupied. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Mars- 
ton,  was  born  near  Trenton,  Ohio,  a daughter  of 
Theodore  Marston,  a farmer.  He  was  a native 
of  the  Green  Mountain  state,  and  came  of  a fine 
New  England  family. 

E.  M.  Flickinger,  whose  birth  occurred  near 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  November  14,  1861,  has  six  liv- 
ing brothers  and  sisters.  Mollie,  the  eldest,  and 
Lizzie,  the  youngest,  are  yet  with  their  parents; 
Mrs.  Hannah  Flaines  resides  in  this  county,  and 
Mrs.  Sadie  Cooprider  lives  near  Augusta,  Okia. 
M.  M.  is  engaged  in  the  feed  and  seeds  business 
in  Kingfisher,  and  Joseph  is  a farmer  of  King- 
man,  Kans. 

The  early  years  of  E.  M.  Flickinger’s  life  were 
spent  in  Seven  Mile,  Ohio,  and  after  his  public- 
school  education  was  completed  he  attended  Ot- 
terbein  University,  at  Westerville,  Ohio,  for  two 
years.  In  1883  he  began  his  career  as  a teacher, 
and  to  further  equip  himself  in  that  direction  he 
later  pursued  a course  of  training  at  the  National 
Normal  at  Lebanotl,  Ohio.  Going  to  Missouri 
in  1886,  he  became  a citizen  of  DeSoto,  on  the 
Iron  Mountain  raihvay  line,  and  was  timekeeper 
for  engineers  and  firemen,  until  he  was  promoted 
to  a place  as  bill  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  pur- 
chasing agent  of  the  Missouri  Pacific,  in  St. 
Louis.  On  account  of  illness  he  returned  to 
Seven  Mile,  Ohio,  and  for  a year  was  head  miller 
of  the  new  process  flour  mills  there.  The  mills 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  then  began  the 
young  man’s  experience  in  the  western  schools. 
For  two  years  he  was  principal  of  schools  at 
Spivey,  Ivans.,  and  a member  of  the  board  of 
examiners  before  whom  the  teachers  of  King- 
man  county  appeared  for  certificates.  During 
one  summer  he  was  an  instructor  in  the  county 
normal  sessions,  and  for  a year  he  held  the  im- 
portant post  of  president  of  the  Teachers’  Asso- 
ciation of  the  county. 

On  the  19th.  of  April,  1892,  Mr.  Flickinger  lo- 
cated a claim  on  Cooper  creek,  fourteen  miles 
northwest  of  Kingfisher,  and  made  his  home 
there  for  six  years,  in  the  meantime  improving 
the  farm.  In  the  winters  of  1895-96  and  1896-97 
he  taught  district  schools  in  this  county,  and 
during  the  school  year  of  1897-98  was  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Hennessey  schools.  He 
was  so  highly  esteemed  as  a teacher  there  that 
he  then  was  tendered  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent, but  declined,  owing  to  other  business 
duties. 
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In  the  spring  of  1898  the  Farmers’  Grain  & 
Elevator  Company  had  been  organized,  with 
Mr.  Flickinger  as  secretary  and  manager,  and 
that  summer  he  superintended  the  construction 
of  the  firm’s  elevator  at  Kingfisher.  It  is  modern 
and  well  equipped,  having  sixteen  bins,  and  an 
engine  of  sixteen  horse-power.  Its  capacity  is 
thirty  thousand  bushels,  and  shipments  are 
chiefly  to  points  in  the  south.  In  the  spring  of 
1900  our  subject  assumed  the  entire  charge  of 
the  business,  and  is  making  a splendid  success  of 
the  enterprise.  He  handles  all  kinds  of  grain, 
seeds,  castor  beans,  and,  in  short,  nearly  all  of 
the  products  of  this  locality,  save  cotton  and 
broom  corn. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  line  of  business,  Mr. 
Flickinger  owns  and  deals  to  some  extent  in 
real  estate  in  this  city,  and  has  a pleasant  home 
at  the  corner  of  Euclid  and  Fifth  streets.  The 
lady  who  presides  over  the  hospitalities  of  this 
abode  was  Miss  Eunice  Potter  prior  to  the  cere- 
mony, in  1890,  which  united  her  destinies  with 
those  of  our  subject.  She  is  a daughter  of  P.  M. 
Potter,  an  Illinois  farmer,  and  was  born  in  Fair- 
bury,  Livingston  county,  111.  Three  boys  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Flickinger,  namely: 
Ralph,  Milo  and  John  Perry. 

Mr.  Flickinger  is  identified  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  In  political  faith  he  is  a 
Republican,  believing,  however,  in  the  free-silver 
plank,  though  at  this  time  other  issues  have 
taken  precedence.  In  religion  he  is  a Congrega- 
tionalist,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  King- 
fisher Church,  also  being  the  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school. 


ASA  PUTNAM  FRISBIE,  whose  claim  in 
Logan  county  is  located  on  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  2,  township  16,  range  2 
west,  comes  of  distinguished  ancestry.  The  Fris- 
bie  family  is  a very  old  one,  and  came  from 
Scotland  in  the  early  days,  being  among  the 
first  pioneers  of  Connecticut.  They  rendered 
conspicuous  service  to  their  adopted  country 
during  the  struggle  for  independence,  one  of 
their  number  having  lost  his  life  on  the  ship 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  at  the  time  Paul  Jones 
had  charge  of  the  American  frigate. 

Born  in  Easton,  Washington  county,  N.  Y., 
January  28,  1823,  Asa  Frisbic  is  the  son  of  Rus- 
sell B.  and  Mary  (Taggart)  Frisbic.  When 
grown  to  manhood,  Russell  Frisbic  moved  from 
Connecticut  to  Washington  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  made  a living  for  himself  and  family 
by  working  at  his  trade  of  shoemaker.  When  his 
son  Asa  was  one  year  old  he  moved  to  Baldwins- 
villo,  Onondaga  county,  where  he  still  mended 
and  made  shoes,  continuing  the  same  occupa- 


tion after  taking  up  his  residence  in  Milwaukee  in 
1836.  He  later  moved  to  Summit,  and  there  the 
boy  received  a fair  education  until  his  twelfth  year. 
When  fourteen  years  old  he  boarded  the  steam 
vessel  C.  C.  Trowbridge  and  worked  as  steward, 
being  obliged  to  buy  all  the  provisions  used  by  • 
the  company,  a responsibility  which  he  assumed 
with  credit.  His  next  venture  was  as  a sailor 
before  the  mast,  plying  the  waters  between  Bos- 
ton and  New  York,  and  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade.  This  occupation  left  him  with  little  money 
in  his  purse,  as  he  was  obliged  to  assist  in  sup- 
porting the  family  at  home. 

March  4,  1849,  Mr.  Frisbie  married  Hannah 
Flazelwood,  a native  of  England,  who  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  when  thirteen  years  of 
age.  After  his  marriage,  Air.  Frisbie  renounced 
allegiance  to  the  seas,  and  undertook  to  manage 
his  father's  farm.  In  1852  he  moved  to  Water- 
town  and  started  the  first  draying  business  con- 
ducted in  the  place.  He  was  fairly  successful, 
and  after  three  years  bought  a farm  in  Dodge 
county,  Wis.  His  land  was  covered  with  timber 
and  the  clearing  and  preparing  for  the  crops 
entailed  a great  deal  of  hard  work.  In  1865  he 
disposed  of  his  improved  farm  and  went  to  Clin- 
ton county,  Mo.,  where  he  bought  one  hundred 
acres  of  land,  later  adding  forty  more  to  the 
place.  In  May,  1890,  he  came  to  Oklahoma  and 
looked  over  the  prospects,  and  tried  to  buy  land 
south  of  Guthrie,  but  failed  in  his  attempt.  He 
came  again  the  next  month  and  succeeded  in 
buying  the  claim  on  which  he  now  lives.  He 
then  returned  to  his  home  and  in  October 
brought  his  family  and  household  goods,  and 
started  immediately  in  the  dairy  business,  fur- 
nishing milk  to  the  citizens  of  Guthrie.  At  first 
he  built  a cheap  barn  on  his  place,  but  later  re- 
placed it  with  a fine  barn  of  stone,  33x60  feet, 
also  a silo  seventeen  feet  in  diameter  and  twenty 
feet  deep,  constructed  of  stone,  as  well  as  a stone 
milk-house,  which  is  a model  in  its  way  and  the 
best  in  the  territory.  The  dimensions  are  14x14 
feet.  In  the  loft  is  a thirty-three-barrel  tank, 
which  is  filled  by  the  windmill,  the  water  being- 
conveyed  thence  to  the  house.  In  addition,  there 
are  two  other  buildings  on  the  place,  besides  a 
modern  barn  for  horses,  20x30  feet.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  milk  is  not  .distributed  in  the  town, 
but  converted  into  butter,  which  commands  the 
best  price  and  receives  the  approval  of  a con- 
stantly increasing  trade. 

In  politics  Air.  Frisbie  is  a Republican  and  was 
formerly  a Whig,  having  voted  for  Zachary'  Tay- 
lor in  1848.  Since  that  time  he  has  voted  for 
every  Republican  President.  To  Air.  and  Airs. 
Frisbic  have  been  born  eight  children.  Emma 
is  married  to  William  Harper,  has  four  children 
and  lives  in  Colorado:  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Sparling,  has  five  children,  and  lives  in  Oneida, 
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Ivans.;  Belle  married  Alvan  Church,  has  two 
children,  anti  lives  in  Tulare,  Cal.;  Minnie  is  at 
home;  Alice  died  in  Missouri  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one;  Birdie  married  Fred  Madden,  has 
three  children  and  lives  in  Oklahoma:  Rosella 
is  the  wife  of  R.  T.  Mitchell,  has  three  children 
and  lives  in  Lincoln  county,  Okla. 

Arthur  Asa  F'risbie,  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily, is  now  the  manager  of  the  Jersey  Dairy, 
which  is  recognized  as  the  most  modern  dairy  in 
the  territory.  The  latest  improved  test  for  qual- 
ity of  milk,  besides  the  latest  modern  separator 
and  other  necessary  improvements  for  a first- 
class  dairy  can  be  found  here.  Mr.  Frisbie  was 
educated  at  Stewartsville,  Mo.,  and  represents  in 
every  way  the  model  dairyman  of  the  present 
century.  He  was  married  in  Guthrie,  November 
3,  1897,  to  Miss  Gertrude  Scribner,  daughter  of 
S.  A.  Scribner,  of  Guthrie.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren: Benjamin  Arthur  and  Ruth.  Politically, 
he  is  a Republican.  He  is  .connected  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World. 


HM.  FIELDING.  The  thriving  city  of 
Guthrie  has  no  more  public-spirited  and 
enterprising  resident  than  H.  M.  Field- 
ing, who  cast  in  his  lot  here  eleven  years  ago 
and  in  the  meantime  has  neglected  no  opportu- 
nity to  advance  the  commercial  prosperity  and 
beauty  of  the  place.  A true  friend  to  education, 
he  has  done  good  service  as  a member  of  the 
■school  board,  and  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  buildings  and  grounds  and  as  one  of  the  pur- 
chasing committee  he  has  used  his  influence  in 
the  right  direction,  and  has  advocated  as  excel- 
lent schools  and  educational  facilities  for  our 
pupils  as  has  been  consistent  with  the  wishes  of 
the  majority  of  our  citizens. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  David 
Fielding,  was  born  in  the  south  of  England, 
and  at  an  early  day  he  came  to  America  and  set- 
tled in  New  York  state,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  many  vears,  though  dying'  in  Canada. 
Thomas,  father  of  FI.  M.  Fielding,  was  born  in 
the  Empire  state,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Pike’s 
Peak  excitement  he  crossed  the  plains  to  Den- 
ver. and  engaged  in  mining  and  prospecting.  He 
also  dealt  extensively  in  live  stock  and  horses, 
and  for  many  years  was  a contractor  and  builder 
in  Central  City,  Colo.  Fie  traveled  throughout 
the  west,  and  made  numerous  trips  from  Canada 
to  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  and  other  western 
states.  When  he  had  become  well-to-do  he  re- 
tired, and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  when  he  was 
in  his  sixty-fifth  year,  he  was  living  in  Salida, 
Colo.  His  wife,  Margaret,  a native  of  Canada, 
is  vet  living,  her  home  being  in  Seattle.  Wash. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Flugh  McCutcheon,  who 


was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  and  set- 
tled near  Guelph,  Ont.,  where  he  died  an  aged 
man.  Flis  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and 
his  wife,  a Miss  Stuart,  attained  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  two  years.  They  were  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

H.  M.  Fielding  is  the  eldest  of  six  children, 
and  his  only  sister  and  all  but  one  of  his  brothers 
survive.  Born  near  Guelph,  Out.,  February  24. 
1859,  he  received  a public-school  education 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  commenced  learn- 
ing the  carpenter’s  trade  under  his  uncle,  Rich- 
ard Hamilton.  At  the  end  of  three  years  of  prac- 
tical experience  he  started  out  west,  and  for  a 
period  found  work  at  his  calling  in  Pembina, 
N.  D.  Later  he  went  to  Denver,  where  he  was 
employed  for  some  time,  and  when  Salida  was 
founded,  lie  erected  the  first  building  in  the 
town.  Fie  continued  to  take  and  execute  con- 
tracts for  buildings  in  Colorado  and  Idaho,  also 
prospecting  and  mining  to  some  extent  in  those 
states,  until  Oklahoma  was  opened.  In  Flay, 
1889,  he  came  to  Guthrie,  where  he  since  has 
devoted  his  attention  strictly  to  building  and 
contracting.  Among  the  numerous  monuments 
to  his  skill,  the  Congregational  Church,  the  An- 
derson and  the  Gray  Brothers’  business  blocks, 
the  residences  of  Fir.  Ramsay  and  Fir.  Beland, 
and  scores  of  other  buildings  for  public  and  pri- 
vate purposes  are  examples. 

Fir.  Fielding  is  a Mason,  belonging  to  Guthrie 
Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  FL,  and  he  also  is  affil- 
iated with  the  Odd  Fellows  Society  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Politically, 
he  is  a Republican,  and  religiously,  he  is  a Con- 
gregationalist,  being  a trustee  of  the  church 
here. 

The  marriage  of  Fir.  Fielding  and  Fliss  Sarah 
Dewey,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Flichigan, 
was  solemnized  in  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  Flay  6,  1889. 
They  are  the  parents  of  a son  and  three  daugh- 
ters. who  are  named,  respectively,  in  the  order  of 
birth:  Flabel,  Ruth,  Paul  Dewey  and  Flargaret. 


EDWARD  GOULD  is  a citizen  from  other 
shores  who  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to 
compete  with  the  most  enterprising  of  the 
business  men  of  Hennessey.  Of  English  de- 
scent, he  was  born  in  London  in  1852,  and  came 
to  America  in  1871.  His  father,  William  Gould, 
who  was  a member  of  an  old  and  distinguished 
Somerset  family,  was  a shoemaker,  and  for  vears 
plied  his  trade  in  London.  He  married  Hannah 
Arthur,  a native  of  Dorkin,  Surrev.  and  who 
died  in  London.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  five 
are  living,  only  one  being  in  America. 

Fir.  Gould  had  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages, having  been  trained  at  Brewers  School,  an 
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institution  founded  in  1648  by  Lady  Ellis  Owen. 
As  a means  of  livelihood  lie  later  learned  the 
shoemaker’s  trade  under  his  father’s  able  instruc- 
tion, and  after  coming  to  America,  followed  his 
trade  in  Milford,  Iowa,  for  a number  of  years. 
Being  of  a progressive  turn  of  mind,  and  dissat- 
isfied with  the  prospects  of  the  shoemaking  busi- 
ness, he  graduated  into  the  harness  business,  and 
had  quite  a large  harness  shop  in  Milford,  which 
was  conducted  on  model  lines,  and  was  a source 
of  considerable  revenue.  In  1886  he  located  in 
Mineola,  Holt  county,  Neb.,  continuing  his 
former  occupation  until  December  of  1889,  when 
he  settled  in  Hennessey.  The  enterprise  in  the 
new  town  was  started  in  a small  frame  building, 
8x16  feet,  which  the  constantly  increasing  de- 
mand soon  rendered  inadequate,  and  the  present 
structure,  25x80  feet,  was  the  result.  Here  is 
manufactured  nearly  all  of  the  harness  sold  in  the 
store,  and  the  excellent  patronage  would  seem 
to  indicate  a satisfactory  product. 

In  Milford,  Iowa,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Gould  and  Alice  M.  Donohue,  a native  of 
Milford.  Of  this  union  there  are  four  living 
children:  Belle.  Nellie,  Ralph  and  Clyde.  As  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Gould  has 
rendered  great  service  to  his  township,  having 
served  as  councilman  from  the  fourth  ward  for 
one  term,  and  as  member  of  the  school  board  for 
the  same  length  of  time.  He  was  also  secretary 
of  the  Democratic  central  committee  for  one 
term,  during  1892,  and  is  at  present  a member  of 
the  Democratic  Club,  of  Hennessey,  and  is  serv- 
ing as  its  president. 

Mr.  Gould  holds  a high  place  in  the  estimation 
of  the  community,  and  is  appreciated  for  his 
many  progressive  ideas,  and  oft  manifest  inter- 
est in  all  that  pertains  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
locality  in  which  his  efforts  are  exercised. 


EDWARD  LEE  BLINCOE,  who  has  been 
connected  with  the  interests  of  Guthrie 
since  the  opening  of  Oklahoma,  and  who  is 
now  extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
was  born  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Hutton)  Blincoe.  On 
both  sides,  he  is  descended  from  participants  in 
the  colonial  and  Revolutionary  wars  and  the 
war  of  1812.  His  paternal  grandmother  was  a 
Fairfax  and  traced  her  lineage  to  Lord  Fairfax, 
of  England. 

A native  of  Fairfax  county,  Va.,  William  Blin- 
coe embarked  in  the  hardware  business  in  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  and  later  operated  a mill  at  Bull 
Run,  afterward  making  his  home  in  Washington 
until  1855,  when  he  settled  in  Missouri.  In  1856 
he  became  a pioneer  farmer  of  Cass  county, 
choosing  land  near  Harrisonville  for  his  home. 


From  there,  in  1862,  he  moved  to  Boonville. 
Copper  county,  Mo.,  where  for  a short  time  he 
was  a lieutenant  in  the  Missouri  home  guard. 
In  1865  he  returned  to  his  old  farm  in  Cass 
county,  where  he  remained  for  five  years.  The 
year  1870  found  him  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  near  Fort  Scott,  in  Bourbon 
county,  Kans.,  where  he  died  two  years  later. 
In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  One  of  his 
brothers  was  a staff  officer  under  General  Lee. 

The  wife  of  William  Blincoe  was  born  at 
Mount  Vernon,. Fairfax  county,  A'a.,  on  the  old 
Washington-Custer  place.  Her  father,  Isaac 
Hutton,  a native  of  London,  England,  was  de- 
scended from  Bishop  Hutton  and  a long  line  of 
clergymen.  He  was  educated  for  the  ministry, 
but  on  coming  to  America  became  interested 
in  a publishing  business  in  Albany,  N.  Y.  Next 
he  moved  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  book  and  stationery  business,  but 
finally  retired  to  the  old  Washington-Custer 
place,  where  he  died  in  1859.  lly  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Smith  of  Virginia  he  had  fourteen  children. 
The  family  of  William  Blincoe  comprised  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz.,  Mollie, 
widow  of  J.  L.  Thompson,  of  whom  mention  is 
made  in  the  following  sketch;  George  W.,  a 
large  farmer  in  Bourbon  county,  Kans.;  Edward 
Lee;  and  William,  a graduate  of  Michigan  State 
University  law  school,  and  later  secretary  of  the 
board  of  public  land  commissioners  under  Gov- 
ernor Renfrow  of  Oklahoma. 

Born  January  3,  1849,  Edward  Lee  Blincoe 
was  seven  years  of  age  when,  in  1856,  the  family 
moved  to  Missouri.  He  was  reared  there  and  in 
Kansas.  On  account  of  the  war  his  education 
was  broken  in  upon  and  was  more  limited  than 
it  would  have  been  otherwise.  He  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  first  in  Missouri,  later 
in  Bourbon  county,  Kans.,  and  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  thirteen  miles  southwest  of 
F'ort  Scott,  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas 
Railroad.  From  time  to  time  he  added  to  his 
property,  until  he  now  owns  eight  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  all  in  one  body  excepting  eighty 
acres. 

While  in  Hepler,  Kans.,  in  company  with  J. 
L.  Thompson,  Mr.  Blincoe  opened  a lumber 
yard  and  also  embarked  in  the  grain  business, 
later  conducting  a general  mercantile  store,  and 
a furniture  and  undertaking  establishment.  Mr. 
Thompson  was  a carpenter  and  from  him  Mr. 
Blincoe  learned  the  trade,  the  two  afterward  en- 
gaging in  contracting  and  building.  They  erected 
the  Bourbon  county  court  house  in  Fort  Scott, 
the  National  elevator,  and  many  business  blocks 
and  residences.  April  22,  1889,  they  came  to 
Guthrie.  After  purchasing  a suitable  site,  they 
opened  a lumber  yard,  and  until  their  lumber 
arrived,  they  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
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ing.  The  death  of  Mr.  Thompson,  in  May,  1896, 
caused  a dissolution  of  the  partnership,  and  Mr. 
Blincoe  is  now  sole  proprietor  of  the  lumber 
yard  at  Guthrie.  He  established  his  home  in  this 
city  in  1896,  previous  to  which  he  had  made 
very  frequent  trips  to  the  town.  In  his  yard,  on 
Harrison  and  Division  streets,  he  carries  a very 
complete  line  of  building  materials.  Besides 
his  lumber  business,  he  has  other  interests.  With 
his  brother,  William,  and  Ray  Huffman,  he 
founded  the  Guthrie  Daily  Leader.  He  was  su- 
perintendent of  the  building  of  the  Masonic 
Temple  and  a member  of  its  building  committee. 
He  is  connected  with  the  Guthrie  Commercial 
Club. 

At  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  Mr.  Blincoe  married 
Mattie  E.  Brennan,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
and  is  a daughter  of  William  Brennan,  who  was 
killed  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil 
war.  She  graduated  from  the  Osage  Mission  at 
St.  Paul,  Kans.,  and  the  Fort  Scott  Normal 
School.  They  have  three  children:  Montrose, 

who  has  charge  of  the  Kansas  farms;  George 
Leslie,  a student  in  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Emporia,  Ivans.;  and  Pet,  who  attends  school 
in  Pliattville,  Kans.  Politically  Mr.  Blincoe  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  a member  of  Guthrie  Lodge 
No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  the  Chapter  and  Con- 
sistory No.  1. 


JAMES  L.  THOMPSON,  deceased.  The 
name  of  Mr.  Thompson  is  familiar  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Guthrie,  Okla.,  and  Bourbon  county, 
Kans.  As  an  honest  man  and  an  upright  citizen, 
he  is  remembered  with  respect.  Truth  and  honor 
were  his  daily  watchwords.  Good  will  toward 
his  fellowmen  was  a conspicuous  trait  in  his 
character.  His  loyalty  to  his  partner  and  life- 
long friend,  Edward  L.  Blincoe,  was  one  of  those 
attachments  so  rarely  seen  among  men,  and  it 
formed  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  his 
life. 

Born  near  Washington,  D.  C.,  Mr.  Thompson 
was  a son  of  James  Thompson,  a successful  con- 
tractor, who  died  in  Maryland.  During  boy- 
hood, he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  under  his 
father,  in  Washington.  In  1866  he  moved  to 
Missouri.  Four  years  later  he  settled  in  Fort 
Scott,  Bourbon  county,  Kans.,  where  he  followed 
his  occupation  successfully.  In  1876  he  married 
Mollie  Blincoe,  the  only  sister  of  E.  L.  Blincoe. 
He  then  settled  upon  a farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  where  he  made  his  home  for  four 
years.  From  there  he  removed  to  Hepler,  Ivans., 
where  his  widow  and  sons,  Ernest  and  Willard, 
yet  reside.  For  some  time  he  was  interested 
solely  in  the  lumber  business,  but  later  took  up 
merchandising,  and  continued  in  both  enter- 


prises until  his  death,  in  August,  1896.  His  de- 
mise dissolved  the  partnership  between  himself 
and  Mr.  Blincoe,  which  had  lasted  since  1868. 


AL.  HAUSAM.  The  highly  cultivated  farm 
in  Logan  county,  comprising  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  31,  township  17, 
range  1 west,  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Hausam, 
who  has  owned  the  same  since  1890.  He  was 
born  October  9,  1866,  in  Luzerne  county.  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Tisch) 
Hausam,  both  natives  of  Germany.  The  father 
was  a man  of  twenty-one  years  when  his  parents 
came  to  this  country,  while  the  mother  was  but 
eighteen,  and  their  parents  both  located  in  Penn- 
sylvania-. In  1877  our  subject’s  father  left  Lu- 
zerne county,  Pa.,  and  in  De  Kalb  county.  Mo., 
he  resided  many  years,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  as  a carpenter. 

Our  subject  was  the  oldest  of  five  boys,  and  at 
eighteen  he  commenced  learning  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  until  1890.  Con- 
cluding to  take  the  advice  of  Horace  Greeley  to 
go  west  and  grow  up  with  the  country,  he  got  a 
team  and  wagon  and  drove  through  to 
Oklahoma  in  three  weeks.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
Logan  county  he  purchased  his  present  place 
from  three  of  its  original  owners.  There  were  no 
improvements  upon  it  of  any  kind,  and  its  pres- 
ent prosperous  condition  shows  the  owner’s 
painstaking  care.  He  first  put  up  a 10x12  shanty, 
in  which  he  lived  about  a year.  One  of  the  first 
improvements  he  made  on  the  farm  was  the  sink- 
ing of  an  eighty-foot  well.  He  next  put  up  his 
fences,  and  during  the  first  season  he  succeeded 
in  enclosing  about  one  hundred  acres.  He  also 
built  a house,  12x24  feet,  and  in  it  he  lived  until 
1895,  when  he  erected  his  present  house,  which 
is  24x32  feet  and  one  and  one-half  stories  high. 
Fie  has  a fine  orchard  of  thirty  acres,  a vineyard 
of  three  acres,  and  he  also  has  a large  pond,  in 
which  ti.ere  is  considerable  carp  and  perch. 
He  has  greatly  increased  the  value  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  up-to-date 
and  progressive  men  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Hausam  married  Miss  Dora  Phenis,  the 
wedding  taking  place  January  30,  1891.  She  is 
a native  of  Cowley  county,  Ivans.,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  I.  FI.  and  Alice  (Warton)  Phenis,  whose 
biography  also  appears  in  this  work.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  thisunion, namely:  Jay  IF, 
born  November  8,  1892;  Dessic,  born  November 
8,  1896;  and  Louis,  born  June  5,  1898.  In  poli- 
tics our  subject  is  a strong  Democrat,  but  has 
never  had  a chance  to  vote  in  a presidential 
election.  TTc  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Mount  Ilope,  and  lie 
contributed  toward  the  building  of  the  same. 
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RII.  GRIMES,  M.  D.  Little  was  it  dreamed 
# when  Oklahoma  was  opened  to  settlement 
that  within  a few  years  it  was  destined  to 
take  high  rank  among  the  grain-producing  sec- 
tions of  the  west,  and  that  cereals  raised  here 
should  contribute  toward  the  sustenance  of  pop- 
ulations of  foreign  lands.  Though  associated  with 
this  great  enterprise  for  the  past  five  years  only, 
Dr.  Grimes,  of  Hennessey,  has  become  well 
known  in  business  circles  of  the  southwest,  and 
is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Grain  Deal- 
ers’ Association  of  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Terri- 
tories and  of  the  Millers’  Association  of  these 
territories. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Grimes,  born  in  Knoxville,  Ray 
county,  Mo.,  January  31,  1862,  is  the  only  son  of 
Benton  E.  and  Sallie  (Crenshaw)  Grimes,  who 
were  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  re- 
spectively. The  father,  who  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  at  Knoxville  for  a 
number  of  years,  died  while  in  his  prime,  in  1862, 
while  upon  a business  trip  in  Mexico.  He  was  a 
son  of  Henry  Grimes,  who,  after  removing  his 
family  from  Tennessee  to  Knoxville,  Mo.,  gave 
his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits  until  a short 
time  before  his  death.  Mrs.  Sallie  Grimes  is  still 
living  in  Ray  county.  Mo.,  where  she  has  made 
her  home  since  childhood.  Her  father,  Robert 
Crenshaw,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Jackson 
and  Ray  counties,  Mo.,  and  was  identified  with 
the  agricultural  class. 

The  youth  of  Dr.  Grimes  was  spent  under  the 
loving  guidance  of  his  devoted  mother,  as  death 
had  deprived  him  of  a father’s  care  when  he  was 
an  infant.  He  passed  the  happy  years  of  boy- 
hood upon  a farm  in  his  native  county,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  knowledge  in  the  district 
schools.  Having  determined  to  enter  the  medi- 
cal profession  he  commenced  his  studies  with  Dr. 
Gant,  of  Knoxville,  and  later  was  graduated  in 
the  Missouri  Medical  College  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  From  that  time,  1887,  until 
1895,  he  was  engaged  in  practice  at  Polo,  Cald- 
well county,  Mo.,  and  met  with  success  as  a 
family  physician. 

Oklahoma  had  long  claimed  the  attention  of 
the  doctor,  and  in  1895  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  his  wife’s  brother,  Mackie  Tait.  a prac- 
tical miller,  and  embarked  in  the  grain  business 
at  Hennessey. 

In  the  spring  of  1898  the  firm  of  Tait  & Grimes 
was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  the  doctor  buv- 
ing  Mr.  Tait’s  interest.  He  has  since  continued 
alone  as  the  proprietor  of  the  Hennessey  mills, 
which  were  built  eight  years  ago,  and  therefore 
are  among  the  oldest  mills  in  this  territorv.  Thev 
are  equipped  with  a full  roller  process  and  a 
sixty-horse  power  engine,  and  have  a capacity  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  barrels  of  flour  per  daw 
Choice  patent  brands  of  flour  manufactured  here 


have  won  the  commendation  of  the  public,  and 
the  home  markets  consume  about  all  produced. 
One  variety  which  is  esteemed  is  the  "Harvest 
Bell,”  and  the  "Hennessey  Favorite”  was  award- 
ed the  gold  medal  at  the  Omaha  Exposition  in 
1898.  The  elevator  has  a capacity  of  twenty 
thousand  bushels,  and  Dr.  Grimes  is  extensively 
engaged  in  buying  and  selling  wheat  and  corn, 
shipping  about  nine-tenths  of  the  amount  he 
handles  to  foreign  ports.  Success  has  attended 
him  in  his  enterprise,  and  all  with  whom  he  has 
dealings  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  praise. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Grimes  and  Miss  Mary 
Tait  took  place  in  Taitsville,  Mo.,  December  21, 
1887.  She  was  born  in  Canada,  and  was  reared 
to  womanhood  in  Taitsville,  Mo.,  which  place 
was  named  in  her  father’s  honor.  Dr.  and  Airs. 
Grimes  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  he  being  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  con- 
gregation and  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  Fraternally  he  is  a Knight  of 
Pythias,  and  in  politics  he  is  connected  with  the 
Democratic  party. 


HARRY  GEPHART,  postmaster  and  a suc- 
cessful merchant  of  Coyle,  was  born  in 
Elkhart  county,  Ind.,  August  30,  1858.  and 
is  a son  of  Jackson  and  Emily  A.  (Vanama)  Gep- 
liart.  His  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  in  the  very  early  days  moved  from  Ohio  to 
Indiana,  where,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  he 
enlisted  in  the  One  Hundredth  Indiana  Infantry, 
serving  his  country  for  over  three  years  in  vari- 
ous capacities.  He  was  for  a time  wagon-master 
and  was  also  entrusted  with  the  conveyance  of 
important  dispatches,  which,  though  entailing 
great  risk,  at  no  time  resulted  in  personal  injury. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  purchased  land  in 
Berrien  county,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until,  in  1871,  he  changed  his  loca- 
tion to  Mitchell  county,  Ivans.  There  he  pur- 
chased some  exceedingly  wild  land  and  met  with 
fair  success  with  his  crops,  but  was  not  suffi- 
ciently contented  to  make  the  place  his  perma- 
nent home.  For  a time  he  was  located  in  Alton. 
Osborne  count  > , Ivans.,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  livery  business.  This  interest  was  eventuallv 
disposed  of,  and,  having  confidence  in  the  re- 
sources of  the  far  west,  he  moved  to  Washing- 
ton, where  he  engaged  in  the  veterinary’s  occu- 
pation. He  now  resides  in  Michigan. 

Harry  Gephart  lived  with  his  father  until  his 
twenty-first  year;  shared  his  wanderings  from 
place  to  place,  and  improved  all  of  his  opportu- 
nities to  acquire  a fair  education.  His  first  inde- 
pendent business  venture  was  as  a clerk  in  a drug 
establishment  in  Alton,  in  which  line  of  business 
he  continued  to  be  interested  as  long  as  he  re- 
mained in  Kansas.  With  the  exception  of  two 
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years,  he  was  either  a partner  or  sole  owner.  In 

1890  lie  changed  his  location  to  Oklahoma,  set- 
tling in  what  was  then  called  Iowa  City,  hut  in 

1891  settled  in  Langston  and  established  himself 
as  the  pioneer  drug  man  of  the  town.  With  the 
rapid  increase  of  population,  and  the  consequent 
general  demand  for  all  kinds  of  merchandise,  he 
augmented  his  drug  stock  with  a complete  line 
of  groceries,  shoes  and  other  necessities.  He 
removed  to  Coyle,  Okla.,  in  December,  1899. 
His  trade  has  since  rapidly  increased,  and  his 
efforts  to  supply  the  town’s  demands  have  met 
with  the  most  gratifying  success. 

While  believing  in  Republican  principles,  and 
having  the  interest  of  the  community  and  coun- 
try at  heart,  Mr.  Gephart  has  no  political  aspira- 
tions. 

After  coming  to  Coyle,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master of  this  place  in  May,  1900.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Coyle.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias. During  his  residence  in  Osborne  county, 
I\ans.,  he  married  Jennie  E.  Skidmore,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children,  Ruel  J.,  Ralph  G.,  Helen  I. 
and  Opal  Naomi. 


JC.  HILL.  Ever  since  the  founding  of  King- 
# fisher,  under  the  new  territorial  conditions, 
Mr.  Hill  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  its 
progress,  and  probably  few  exercised  a wider 
influence  in  the  crucial  first  year  of  its  existence. 
He  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  sterling  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart  and  is  popular  with  the  gen- 
eral public. 

J.  C.  Hill  is  the  grandson  of  John  Hill,  who 
was  born  in  England  and  came  to  America  at  an 
early  day,  settling  in  New  York  state,  where  he 
was  interested  in  agriculture.  Later  he  removed 
to  the  west  with  his  family  and  became  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Peoria  county.  111.  He  owned  and 
carried  on  a farm  situated  near  the  limits  of 
Princeville.  His  son.  Clark  Hill,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  near  Lockport,  X.  Y„  and  was 
a child  when  he  came  to  Illinois  in  TS37.  He 
has  been  connected  with  the  development  of 
Peoria  county  for  sixty-three  years,  and  is  still 
living  upon  his  quarter-section  homestead,  now 
in  his  seventy-second  year.  He  has  the  confi- 
dence and  love  of  his  neighbors,  and  has  fre- 
quently been  called  upon  to  serve  in  local  town- 
ship and  countv  offices.  His  faithful  wife  still 
shares  his  joys  and  sorrows,  and  she.  too,  is  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county.  A native  of 
the  Empire  state,  she  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Betsy  Bliss,  and  came  to  the  then  frontier  state 
of  Illinois  in  1838,  with  her  parents,  who  became 
farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Princeville.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  to  John  Hill  and  wife  five 
are  yet  living. 


The  birth  of  J.  C.  LI  ill  occurred  on  the  old 
home  place  near  Princeville,  111.,  May  19.  1866. 
Growing  to  manhood  upon  the  farm,  he  yet  lived 
so  near  Princeville  that  he  obtained  an  excellent 
grammar  and  high  school  education,  finishing  his 
studies  in  the  local  academy.  Subsequently  he 
went  to  Sidney,  Iowa,  where  he  entered  the  print- 
ing office  of  the  “Union"  newspaper,  and  within 
the  year  of  his  connection  with  that  concern 
learned  the  essential  departments  of  the  work. 
In  1886  he  took  a position  as  foreman  of  the 
Caldwell  (Kans.)  News,  and  continued  to  serve 
in  that  capacity  until  the  opening  of  Oklahoma. 

Bringing  a new  equipment  for  a printing  es- 
tablishment, Mr.  Hill  commenced  the  publishing 
of  the  Kingfisher  Journal,  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1890,  and  speedily  this  paper  became  the  recog- 
nized official  county  journal.  The  plant  is  the 
largest  and  best  in  Kingfisher  county,  and, 
after  the  success  of  the  paper  had  been  ren- 
dered certain  and  increasing.  Air.  Hill  found  a 
purchaser  in  the  person  of  Capt.  J.  V.  Admire, 
who  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the  Free 
Press,  and  for  nine  years  has  published  it  under 
that  title.  For  some  time  after  selling  out,  Mr. 
Hill  was  retained  as  foreman  of  the  paper,  but 
on  the  19th  of  April,  1892,  he  located  a claim  at 
a point  three  miles  and  a half  west  of  King- 
fisher, other  claims  being  contested.  During  the 
ensuing  five  years  lie  materially  increased  the 
value  of  the  farm  by  the  judicious  expenditure 
of  energy  and  means.  For  two  years  of  this 
period  he  also  conducted  a business  enterprise 
in  Kingfisher,  dealing  in  grain,  feed  and  seeds  on 
an  extensive  scale.  Over  a million  bushels  of 
wheat  alone  were  bought,  shipped  and  sold  by 
the  enterprising  merchant.  In  March,  1900,  he 
purchased  the  stock  of  groceries  owned  by  J.  W. 
Walton  and  continues  the  business-  on  Main 
street.  He  carries  a good  line  of  seeds  and  feed, 
also,  and  is  enjoying  the  trade  of  a goodly  num- 
ber of  the  leading  families  of  the  citv. 

In  the  social  circles  of  the  place  Mr.  Hill  is  a 
general  favorite.  He  is  a Mason,  belonging  to 
Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  A I.,  and  to 
the  Royal  Arch  .chapter.  Moreover,  he  is  affilia- 
ted with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  religious  faith 
lie  is  in  accord  with  the  tenets  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Kingfisher  congregation  of  that  denomination. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hill  and  Miss  Edna  Hub- 
bard took  place  in  Kingfisher  in  1892.  She  is  a 
native  of  Marseilles,  111.,  and  is  a daughter  of 
( 1.  E.  Hubbard,  now  the  well-known  proprietor 
of  the  Hubbard  House,  at  Enid,  Okla.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  served  for  some  time  with  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant  in  Company  E,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Illinois  Infantry.  For 
many  years  he  was  numbered  among  the  lion- 
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ored  citizens  of  Larned,  Kans.,  whence  he  came 
to  this  territory  at  its  opening  for  settlement. 
Three  children  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hill,  namely:  Edward  Clark,  John  Chester  and 
Carolyn.  Mrs.  Hill  is  a lady  of  pleasing  person- 
ality and  attainments,  her  literary  education  hav- 
ing been  completed  in  the  Larned  high  school. 


ALEXANDER  C.  HOWE  is  remembered  as 
possessing  many  sterling  traits  of  mind 
and  character,  an  optimistic  temperament 
and  a fine  charity  in  judgment.  He  was  univer- 
sally beloved  by  those  who  were  privileged  to 
enjoy  his  friendship,  and  as  sincerely  mourned 
as  are  the  passing  best  influences  in  our  lives. 

Born  June  10,  1841,  Alexander  C.  Howe  was 
reared  in  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  upon  his  father's 
farm.  He  was  fortunate  in  receiving  an  excel- 
lent academic  education  and  in  being  surrounded 
by  peculiarly  refining  conditions.  With  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  he  enlisted  and  served 
one  term,  after  which  he  re-enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  was 
actively  engaged  until  the  close  of  the  war  in 
1865.  For  a time  he  suffered  greatlv  from  a 
flesh  wound,  but  was  otherwise  not  injured.  A 
matter  of  concern  to  his  friends  was  a severe 
illness,  during  which  he  was  laid  up  in  the  hos- 
pital, and  with  but  scant  possibility  of  recovery. 
A curious  incident  in  the  war  life  of  Mr.  Howe 
was  his  loss,  at  the  foot  of  a tree,  of  a solid  silver 
maltesc  cross,  upon  which  was  engraved  his 
name,  company,  regiment,  and  so  on,  and  which 
was  picked  up  bv  a comrade.  After  a lapse  of 
thirty  years  the  cross  was  recovered  through  the 
medium  of  an  advertisement  inserted  in  the  Na- 
tional Tribune,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  family  of  the  loser. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Howe  went  into  partner- 
ship with  his  father,  William  Howe,  in  the  lum- 
ber manufacturing  business.  While  conducting 
this  enterprise  he  managed  to  save  considerable 
money,  with  which  he  purchased  a farm.  In 
1868  he  met  Harriet  Harold,  who  at  the  time  was 
teaching  in  the  district  school  of  the  vicinitv,  and 
July  4,  1871,  they  were  married.  Thev  contin- 
ued to  live  on  Mr.  Howe’s  farm  until,  in  1879.  he 
sold  his  land  and  removed  to  Clay  countv,  Ivans., 
where  he  purchased  another  farm.  In  1893  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Oklahoma,  settling  on 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  28.  township 
17,  range  2 west,  Logan  county.  His  land  was 
rapidly  improved  and  fitted  with  the  most  ad- 
vanced appliances  and  labor-saving  devices.  The 
premises  are  entirely  enclosed  by  fences,  and  the 
house,  outhouses,  barns,  and  windmill  are  of  the 
best  possible  construction. 

lo  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren: William  Hale,  Mary  E.  Rich  (who  lives  in 


Guthrie),  Mabel  E.,  Thurlow  Burton,  John  Guy, 
Naomi  E.  (who  is  a teacher),  Hattie  C.  and  Jay 
Alexander. 

Mr.  Howe  was  brought  up  to  be  a believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  but  lie 
never  entertained  any  political  aspirations.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  A devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  an  elder  in  the  church  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  had  faith  in  its  mission  for  good 
and  contributed  liberally  toward  its  charities. 
He  was  a man  single-minded  in  purpose,  very 
reserved  and  conservative,  and  of  the  utmost  in- 
tegrity: and  his  death,  which  occurred  January 
6,  1899,  was  deeply  mourned.  He  was  consid- 
ered a first-class  farmer  and  a successful  man. 
His  family  have  always  held  a high  place  in  the 
social  life  of  the  community.  His  religion  was 
one  of  his  strong  characteristics.  It  may  be  said 
that  he  lived  his  religion  in  his  daily  life,  and  his 
influence  will  long  be  felt  in  Logan  county, 
where  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his 
fellowmen. 


SIMON  HOLMAN.  For  nine  years  Simon 
Holman  has  been  associated  with  the  up- 
building of  Oklahoma  and  is  ranked  with 
the  enterprising  business  men  of  Kingfisher.  He 
is  a descendant  of  sterling  southern  families,  and 
yet  possesses  the  marked  talent  for  business  that 
is  popularly  supposed  to  be  a special  attribute  of 
the  northerners. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Hiram  Holman, 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  whence,  with  his  family, 
he  removed  to  Iventuckv  at  an  early  day.  For  a 
wife  he  chose  Elizabeth  DuYal,  also  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  their  son,  John  W.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion.  A fine  me- 
chanic by  nature,  he  engaged  in  the  flour-milling 
and  carding-mill  business  for  many  years,  in 
addition  to  which  he  carried  on  a farm  in  Ken- 
tucky, in  which  state  he  had  settled  in  early  life. 
His  wife’s  father,  Charles  Settle,  also  was  an 
agriculturist  and  a good  mechanic.  To  himself 
and  wife,  Eliza,  a native  of  Kentucky,  twelve 
children  were  born,  and  all  but  one  lived  to  ma- 
turity. William  H.  died  near  Orley,  Mo.:  Nancy 
died  in  Kiowa  county,  Ivans.;  and  Mrs.  Fannie 
Peddigo  departed  this  life  in  Kentucky;  Mrs. 
Mary  Peddigo  and  Charles  reside  in  Pratt 
county,  Ivans.:  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Beckman  and  Mrs. 
Alice  Dorsey  live  in  Kentucky:  while  Mrs.  Susan 
Shive,  the  other  daughter,  lives  in  Burrton, 
Ivans.;  Joseph,  who  served  in  a Kentucky  cav- 
alry company  during  the  Civil  war,  now  makes 
his  home  near  Lebanon,  Mo.,  and  James,  the 
voungest  of  the  familv,  is  a farmer  of  Arapahoe, 
Okl  a! 

The  birth  of  Simon  Holman  occurred  in  War- 
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ren  county,  Ivy.,  not  far  from  Bowling  Green, 
June  30,  1848.  lie  was  a mere  child  when  he 
commenced  working  in  his  father’s  carding-mill, 
and  a portion  of  each  year  he  devoted  to  the 
general  work  of  the  farm.  When  about  twenty 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Laclede  county,  Mo., 
and  for  ten  years  was  extensively  and  profitably 
engaged  in  running  a farm  in  the  vicinity  of 
Conway,  also  dealing  in  live  stock.  In  1878,  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Warren  county,  Ky.,  conducting  the 
place  and  giving  special  attention  to  the  raising 
of  live  stock.  In  1880  he  located  in  Barton 
county,  Mo.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a car- 
penter and  as  a farmer  until  1884.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Mullinville,  Ivans.,  where  he  was 
similarly  occupied. 

In  1889  Mr.  Holman  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Denver  & Rio  Grande  Railroad,  with  his 
headquarters  at  Salida,  Colo.,  and  was  connected 
with  the  department  of  construction  of  bridges 
and  buildings.  At  the  expiration  of  a year  he 
located  in  the  town  of  Pratt  Center,  Ivans.,  and 
in  September,  1891,  came  to  Oklahoma.  After 
carefully  looking  over  the  country  he  came  to 
Kingfisher  and  decided  to  remain  here.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  chiefly  occupied  in  building 
and  contracting,  and  won  a high  place  in  the  re- 
gard of  our  citizens.  Since  1896  he  has  been  in 
the  employ  of  the  Long-Bell  Lumber  Company, 
acting  as  foreman  or  manager  of  the  branch  lum- 
ber yards  at  Kingfisher.  Mr.  Long,  the  senior 
partner,  and  a resident  of  Kansas  City,  pro- 
nounces this  the  best  arranged  and  systematic- 
ally kept  lumber  yard  the  firm  possesses,  and 
they  have  over  forty  in  different  sections  of  the 
west.  Mr.  Holman  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  demands  of  the  trade,  and  is  well  liked 
by  every  one  with  whom  he  has  business  deal- 
ings. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Holman  was  to  A liss 
Mary  T.  Forkner,  of  Laclede  countv,  Mo.,  of 
which  locality  she  was  a native,  and  there  her 
entire  life  was  passed.  The  only  son  of  this 
sterling  couple  is  James  Henry,  who  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  a theatrical  company,  and  personally 
plays  a comedy  part.  The  two  daughters  are  Mrs. 
Rhoda  E.  Cornwell  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Lettic  Ro- 
land, both  of  Kingfisher.  Tn  Kentucky  Mr.  Hol- 
man was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Bell  Crabtree,  a 
native  of  Barren  county.  Ivy.,  and  on  the  28th  of 
December,  1899,  she  died  at  her  home  in  this 
city.  George  Homer,  the  only  son  of  this  union, 
enlisted  in  the  Thirty-third  Infantry  of  the  United 
States,  in  July,  1899,  and  with  his  comrades  of 
Company  P>  is  serving  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
now  being  stationed  in  Luzon. 

In  his  early  manhood  Simon  Holman  was 
initiated  into  Masonry  at  Rocky  Hill  Station, 
Ky.,  and  later  he  became  a charter  member  of 


Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  Relig- 
iously he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  was  chairman  and  treasurer  of  the 
building  committee,  superintending  the  con- 
struction of  this  attractive  house  of  worship.  Of 
late  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  official  board 
and  liberally  contributes  toward  the  noble  work 
being  carried  on. 


WILLIAM  HALE  HOWE.  The  early 
childhood  days  of  William  Hale  Howe 
were  spent  on  a farm  in  Indiana  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  born  May  21,  1872.  His 
parents  were  Alexander  C.  and  Harriet  (Harold) 
Howe;  a sketch  of  the  former  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  When  the  lad  had  reached  his 
fourth  year  the  family  moved  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Clay  county,  Kans.,  where  they  continued 
their  agricultural  pursuits,  with  a fair  means  of 
success.  He  had  in  the  meantime  received  an 
excellent  home  training,  and  early  displayed  a 
natural  aptitude  for  things  pertaining  to  the  soil 
and  its  cultivation,  thus  preparing  himself  for  an 
active  farmer’s  life  later  on.  More  fortunate 
than  many  farmers’  sons,  he  received  every  avail- 
able advantage  as  far  as  education  was  con- 
cerned, studying  first  at  the  public  schools  and 
later  at  the  Normal  school  at  Salina,  Ivans.,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1892. 

Mr.  Flowe  gained  considerable  practical  busi- 
ness experience  from  his  association  with  the 
Welcome  grocery  store  in  Guthrie,  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Clark,  and  later  turned  his 
attention  to  general  farming,  working  for  a time 
with  his  father  and  subsequently  with  N.  Foster. 
February  12,  1899,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Jessie  A.  Trout,  a daughter  of  William  O. 
and  Dilla  (Morton)  Trout.  In  January  of  the 
same  year  he  purchased  the  site  of  his  present 
home,  located  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 2,  township  1 7,  range  2 west,  Logan  county. 
Since  taking  possession  of  his  land  the  Eastern 
Oklahoma  Railroad  has  made  an  invasion,  the 
intention  being  to  erect  a station  on  one  corner 
of  his  property,  to  be  called  Russell  Station.  This 
will,  of  course,  be  a matter  of  great  convenience 
to  the  surrounding  residents,  a fact  with  which 
Mr.  Howe  consoles  himself  when  somewhat  re- 
gretting the  mutilated  condition  of  his  premises. 

Air.  Howe  entertains  liberal  ideas  regarding 
politics,  and  usuallv  voies  for  the  man  that  he 
considers  the  best.  He  has  no  political  aspira- 
tions and  is  content  to  leave  to  others  the  man- 
agement of  the  political  wheels.  His  fraternal 
associations  arc  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  Lodge  No.  1.  and  with  the 
Giant  Oaks,  Lodge  No.  1,  at  Guthrie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  are  active  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Howe  is  a dea- 
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con  and  toward  whose  charities  lie  is  a liberal 
subscriber.  He  is  wide-awake  and  enterprising, 
and  although,  comparatively  speaking,  a young 
man.  he  has  already  evinced  the  qualities  requi- 
site for  reliable  and  substantial  citizenship.  A 
daughter,  Ruth  Alfaretta,  born  May  21,  1900, 
blesses  his  marriage. 


A.  HUMPHREY  has  resided  within  the 
borders  of  Oklahoma  since  the  time  of  its 
opening,  April  22,  1889,  and  today  he  is 
one  of  Guthrie’s  wide-awake  and  shrewd  business 
men.  Pie  is  prominently  connected  with  various 
enterprises  in  Guthrie.  His  fellow-citizens  have 
honored  him  with  a seat  in  the  city  council  for 
the  past  six  years,  and  he  served  as  president 
most  of  the  time.  He  is  a native  of  Tipton,  Cedar 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  born  December  19, 
1853,  and  is  a son  of  P.  D.  Humphrey. 

• The  Flumphrey  family  is  of  Scotch  extraction, 
and  our  subject’s  grandfather  was  the  family 
immigrant  to  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  having  moved 
there  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1848.  Although 
he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  he  also  offici- 
ated in  the  pulpit  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Tipton.  He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  P. 
D.  Humphrey  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  but 
came  with  his  father  to  Cedar  county,  Iowa, 
where,  in  later  years,  he  started  the  first  nursery 
in  the  county.  In  1871  he  started  a nursery  in 
Story  county,  Iowa,  but  in  1885  disposed  of  both 
nurseries.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Downing,  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  a daughter  of  Preston  Downing,  who  set- 
tled in  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  in  his  early  life.  She 
died  in  1865,  leaving  a husband  and  eight  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  still  living. 

His  early  training,  which  he  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  district,  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey supplemented  with  a course  in  Grinnell 
College,  and  in  1S71  he  took  charge  of  his 
father’s  nursery  in  Nevada,  Iowa.  He  continued 
there  until  the  business  was  disposed  of  in  1885, 
after  which  he  went  to  Des  Moines.  Iowa,  and 
carried  on  a loan  business.  Upon  the  opening 
of  Oklahoma  he  settled  in  Guthrie,  where  he  is 
now  prominently  engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan 
and  insurance  business,  in  the  latter  representing 
the  following  companies:  Springfield.  Hart- 

ford, Phoenix  of  Hartford.  Pennsylvania  Fire, 
Sun  Fire  of  London,  New  York  Underwriters, 
Scottish  Union  of  Edinburgh,  Phoenix.  Brook- 
lyn; Milwaukee  Mechanics,  and  Lloyd’s  Plate 
< dass.  Of  this  latter  insurance  company  he  is 
general  agent  for  Oklahoma.  ,A  public-spirited 
citizen,  he  is  actively  engaged  in  furthering  and 
fostering  worthy  enterprises.  He  was  one  of 
the  promoters  and  is  now  a director  of  the  Ark- 
ansas, California  & Gulf  Railroad,  which  he 


189 

helped  to  promote  and  which  is  to  run  from 
Atoqua  through  Guthrie  to  the  northwest. 

At  Mapleton,  Iowa,  Air.  Humphrey  married 
Miss  Anna  Frary,  a native  of  Wisconsin,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College 
at  Ames,  Iowa.  In  politics  Air.  Humphrey  is  an 
ardent  and  unswerving  Republican,  and  one  of 
his  party’s  representative  men.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  council  and  helped  to  organize 
East  Guthrie  and  Capitol  Hill.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  (to 
which  his  father  also  belonged),  Knights  of  Py- 
thias, Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  the  first  board  of 
trade  in  Guthrie  and  is  a prominent  member  of 
the  Guthrie  Club.  Airs.  Humphrey  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


LOOA'IIS  G.  AIEIGS,  an  enterprising  far- 
mer of  Canadian  county,  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  com- 
munity and  is  highly  respected  by  all  of  his 
neighbors  and  associates.  He  is  a native  of  Fond 
du  Lac  county,  Wis„  his  birth  having  occurred 
October  14,  1862.  With  his  parents,  Ebenezer 
and  Alary  (Babcock)  Aleigs,  he  resided  until  he 
was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  his  home  being 
in  the  city  of  Fond  du  Lac  for  some  time.  Then 
he  found  employment  as  a bridge  builder,  giving 
his  time  to  that  branch  of  industry  for  several 
years.  Later  he  went  to  Ogle  county,  111.,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  during  one  season. 

In  1885  Mr.  Aleigs  wisely  concluded  to  come 
to  the  w’est,  as  he  believed  that  better  opportuni- 
ties awaited  him  here.  For  about  two  years  he 
was  occupied  in  agricultural  labors  in  Reno 
county,  Kans.,  and  then,  having  learned  of  the 
fine,  fertile  land  in  Oklahoma,  he  decided  to 
await  the  opening  of  the  territory,  and  in  the 
meantime  he  lived  in  Kansas  and  upon  a squat- 
ter’s claim,  which  he  took  up,  in  No  Alan's  Land. 

Since  June,  1889,  Air.  Aleigs  has  dwelt  in 
Canadian  county,  and  for  a period  a dug-out  was 
his  only  shelter.  His  property,  which  has  been 
much  improved  during  the  eleven  years  it  has 
been  in  his  possession,  is  located  on  the  south- 
eastern quarter  of  section  34,  township  14.  range 
6.  He  frequently  has  found  his  practical  knowl- 
edge as  a carpenter  of  great  use  to  him,  and  his 
services  as  such  have  been  in  demand  wherever 
he  has  lived  since  reaching  maturity. 

The  wife  of  A-Ir.  Aleigs  was  also  one  of  the 
plucky  pioneers  of  Oklahoma,  as  she  came  to 
this  territory  in  1889  and  took  up  a homestead 
claim,  being  granted  a deed  thereto.  The  place 
is  on  the  northeastern  quarter  of  section  13, 
township  13,  range  6 west,  but  it  has  now  passed 
into  other  hands,  as  Airs.  Aleigs  sold  it  a few 
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•years  ago.  She  was  Miss  Alice  Gragg  prior  to 
her  marriage,  and  Shelby  county,  111.,  is  her 
birthplace.  She  is  a daughter  of  Charles  and 
Harriet  (Lowe)  Gragg,  and  accompanied  them 
in  their  removal  to  Kansas  in  1883.  In  that 
state  also  she  took  and  proved  up  a pre-emption 
claim.  On  the  5th  of  June,  1895,  she  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  As  the  sod-house  in 
which  she  then  was  living  was  comfortable,  the 
young  couple  made  it  their  home  for  some  time, 
and  their  only  child,  Edith  Lucy,  was  born  in 
that  humble  abode.  Thev  now  have  a larger  and 
pleasanter  residence.  During  igoo  our  subject 
purchased  eighty  acres  adjoining  his  home  place, 
and  now  resides  on  the  eighty-acre  tract. 

Politically  Mr.  Meigs  is  independent  and  en- 
tirely without  ambition  to  occupy  public  posi- 
tions. When  living  in  Kansas  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
Religiously  he  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  and  has  officiated  as 
a deacon  in  his  own  congregation. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Eben- 
ezer  Meigs,  was  born  July  25,  1823,  in  High- 
gate,  Yt.,  and  in  1856  he  went  to  Fond  du  Lac, 
Wis.  Four  years  subsequently  he  wedded  Miss 
Babcock,  and  two  sons  blessed  their  union.  Lu- 
ther, who  is  a progressive  farmer,  is  a resident  of 
the  state  of  Washington.  For  three  years  Eben- 
ezer  Meigs  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Fond  du 
Lac  county,  Wis.  He  is  still  living,  honored 
and  revered  by  all  acquaintances,  and  makes  his 
home  with  our  subject. 


ALBERT  W.  LAKE.  The  Lake  family,  of 
which  Albert  W.  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive, was  numbered  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Virginia  for  some  time.  His  father,  Thornton 
Lake,  removed  from  his  home  in  the  Old  Domin- 
ion to  Warren  county,  ( )hio,  and  there  occurred 
the  birth  of  Albert  W.  Lake  March  2,  1842. 
Fourteen  years  later  two  important  events  in  the 
life  of  the  youth  took  place — the  family's  removal 
to  Indianapolis,  Tnd.,  and  the  death  of  the  mother 
—Mrs.  Abigail  (Seagraves)  Lake.  The  father, 
who  was  carrying  on  a successful  blacksmithing 
business,  soon  married  again,  and  the  son  con- 
cluded to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  thence- 
forth. 

Going  to  Ohio  and  thence  to  Pennsylvania, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  some  cattle  drovers  at 
Harrisburg,  and  was  sent  on  business  to  Kan- 
sas. Later  he  returned  as  far  east  as  Ohio  and 
then  engaged  in  feeding  and  shipping  cattle  to 
the  city  markets.  Afterward  lie  went  to  eastern 
Tennessee,  where  he  worked  in  the  timbered  lo- 
cality, getting  lumber.  Before  he  realized  the 
great  crisis  imminent  in  the  countrv.  war  was 
declared,  and,  as  lie  was  in  a region  hostile  to  all 


northerners,  he  had  great  difficulty  in  getting 
safely  across  the  division  line.  Part  of  the  way 
north  he  escaped  by  concealing  himself  on  a boat 
and  going  to  Cairo,  111.,  he  then  went  to  Mat- 
toon,  in  the  same  state.  Soon  he  returned  to  In- 
dianapolis to  visit  his  father  and  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  enlisting  in  the  Union  army. 

Becoming  a private  in  Company  B,  Eighth 
Indiana  Infantry,  Mr.  Lake  commenced  an  army 
career  that  extended  over  four  years  and  one 
month.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge 
and  Peach  Mountain,  and  was  actively  engaged 
in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  During  the  famous 
charge  of  May  22,  1863,  a shell  burst  in  front  of 
the  place  where  he  happened  to  be  and  his  eyes 
were  injured  and  his  eyebrows  singed.  Soon 
afterward  he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  cor- 
poral. At  Port  Gibson  his  going  after  some 
water  was  the  signal  for  an  attack  which  finally 
merged  into  a fierce  battle.  Later  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  battles  of  Raymond,  Jackson, 
Champion  Hill,  Black  River,  Bayou  Lafourche, 
La.;  and  at  Point  Isabel,  Tex.,  was  among  the 
forces  who  captured  Fort  Esperanza,  built  by 
General  Scott.  He  then  went  home  on  a fur- 
lough, and,  having  veteranized,  he  returned  to 
the  south,  and  from  New  Orleans  his  regiment 
was  sent  on  a transport  to  Washington,  a nine 
days'  trip.  Joining  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  the  regiment  was  at  Cedar  Creek  when 
the  commander  made  his  famous  ride  from  Win- 
chester. After  the  engagements  of  Fisher’s  Hill 
and  Cedar  Creek  Mr.  Lake  and  his  comrades  re- 
turned to  the  south  and  served  under  General 
Sherman.  He  was  honorably  discharged  Sep- 
tember 21,  1865. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Mary  J., 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Rachel  (Thompson) 
Morgan,  was  solemnized  February  15,  1866.  She 
was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Ind.,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  resided  in  Fulton  county, 
same  state.  Of  their  children  six  survive, 
namely;  Laura,  who  married  Michael  Wheeler, 
now  of  Dewey  county,  Okla.,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren; Nora  A.  (a  deaf  mute),  who  is  at  home; 
Stella,  wife  of  Milton  Ewing,  of  this  township, 
and  mother  of  three  children;  Oscar,  who  is  a 
member  of  Company  L,  First  United  States  In- 
fantry, now  stationed  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.: 
Ida.  who  is  at  home;  and  Benjamin  Harrison. 
The  latter  was  born  on  the  day  that  Harrison 
was  nominated  for  President,  and,  as  Mr.  Lake 
had  been  well  acquainted  with  him  since  the 
stormy  war  period,  he  named  his  son  in  his 
honor. 

For  the  score  of  vears  which  followed  the 
close  of  the  war  Mr.  Lake  lived  in  Indiana,  en- 
gaged in  fanning,  in  Fulton,  Cass,  Miami,  Han- 
cock, Shelby  and  Kosciusko  counties.  He  then 
went  to  Maryville,  Mo.,  where  he  turned  his  at- 
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tciition  to  teaming  for  a year,  and  subsequently 
lie  raised  vegetables  near  Wichita  and  delivered 
the  produce  of  his  farm  to  regular  customers 
in  the  city.  In  1889  he  came  to  Oklahoma,  mak- 
ing the  run  from  Buffalo  Springs,  and  October 
1 after  several  futile  attempts  to  locate  a farm, 
secured  his  present  place  on  section  22.  town- 
ship 13,  range  6 west,  Canadian  county.  For  six 
months  he  lived  in  a tent,  and  then  built  a sod- 
house.  which  sheltered  his  family  until  1899. 
when  he  erected  a comfortable  frame  house, 
16x26  feet  in  dimensions.  Pie  has  instituted  nu- 
merous valuable  improvements  upon  the  place, 
which  is  now  ranked  among  the  valuable  pieces 
of  property  here.  His  grandfather  had  been  a 
slave-owner  in  Virginia,  and  he  was  reared  in 
the  Democratic  creed,  but  he  turned  his  alle- 
giance to  the  opposite  party.  He  has  been  a 
loval  worker  among  the  Republicans,  and  the 
first  political  convention  ever  held  in  Canadian 
county  was  assembled  in  his  own  humble  sod- 
house.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Captain 
Pavne  Post  No.  9,  G.  A.  R..  and  has  occupied  all 
the  official  positions  in  the  same. 


HON.  J.  H.  PARKER.  The  family  of  which 
this  well-known  resident  of  Kingfisher  is 
a member,  was  founded  in  America  in 
the  fall  of  1633,  at  which  time  William  Parker 
crossed  from  England  and  settled  in  Dover.  N. 
IP  Shortly  afterward  he  became  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
served  as  a deputy  to  the  general  court  of  Con- 
necticut. During  the  Pequod  war  he  enlisted  in 
the  service  and  assisted  in  driving  the  treacher- 
ous Pequods  from  the  vicinity.  His  son.  Jo- 
seph, married  Hannah  Gilbard  (or  Gilbert),  and 
their  son,  Jonathan,  a prominent  worker  in  the 
Congregational  Church,  married  Eleanor  Post. 
Next  in  line  of  descent  was  Matthew,  a large 
land  owner  of  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  a member 
of  the  Connecticut  militia.  By  his  marriage  to 
Edith  IIouls,  Matthew  Parker  had  a son,  James, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  1764,  and  who  married, 
in  Vermont,  Mary  Peck,  of  Woodbridge,  Conn. 
In  1789  he  settled  in  Vermont,  and  in  1804  he 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  to  which  his  subsequent  active  years 
were  devoted.  Much  of  his  work  was  of  a home 
missionary  character.  With  his  saddle  bags,  he 
was  accustomed  to  travel  for  miles,  on  horse- 
back, through  the  sparsely  settled  regions  of 
\ ermont,  ministering  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  settlers,  lie  married  a daughter  of  Lieut. 
1 homas  and  Rebecca  Peck,  the  former  a par- 
ticipant in  the  Revolutionary  war  until  his 
death. 

1 he  oldest  child  of  Rqv.  James  Parker  was 
Sophronta,  who  became  the  wife  of  E.  M. 
10 


Royce.  The  second  child  and  oldest  son,  Plomer 
Elihu,  was  a very  prominent  statesman  of  Ver- 
mont, and  twice  represented  his  district  as  mem- 
ber of  congress,  after  which  for  twenty  years 
he  was  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Vermont.  Ami  James,  a son  of  Rev.  James 
Parker,  was  born  July  24,  1802,  and  was  li- 
censed to  the  ministry  September  30,  1828,  and 
ordained  on  the  last  day  of  the  same  year.  Ac- 
cepting a pastorate  at  Danville,  Canada,  he  gave 
his  time  assiduously  to  building  up  a congrega- 
tion and  church.  His  work  was  faithfully  done, 
with  a self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
Christianity.  That  his  efforts  were  appreciated 
is  shown  by  his  long  service  in  the  same  pastor- 
ate, for  he  remained  at  Danville  forty-one  years, 
retiring  only  when  advancing  years  rendered  it 
unwise  for  him  to  continue  in  charge  of  heavy 
responsibilities.  He  is  remembered  in  that  town 
as  a man  of  irreproachable  character,  and  one 
whose  influence  worked  powerfully  for  the  cause 
he  professed;  his  own  life  was  so  self-sacrific- 
ingly  given  to  the  Lord's  work  that  he  won 
even  the  most  indifferent  to  a sympathy  previ- 
ously unknown.  He  died  in  Danville,  October 
28,  1877. 

The  marriage  of  Rev.  Air.  Parker  took  place 
in  Vermont,  August  6,  1829,  and  united  him  with 
Evelyn  Squire,  of  Fairhaven,  that  state,  who 
died  in  Danville  in  April,  1886.  To  their  union 
were  born  eight  children,  those  besides  J.  H. 
being  as  follows:  Maria  S.,  of  Danville;  Mi- 

randa L.,  wife  of  Rev.  John  McKillican,  of  Mon- 
treal; Alary,  who  died  at  six  years;  Martha  Ann. 
who  married  W.  W.  Telfer  and  died  in  1863; 
Edward  James,  a produce  merchant  residing 
in  South  Hero,  Vt.;  and  Edna  Mary,  wife  of 
Rev.  David  Watkins,  now  living  in  Mexico. 

In  Danville,  where  he  was  born  February  20, 
1848,  J.  H.  Parker  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  public  schools  and  prepared  for  college 
in  the  academy.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he  ma- 
triculated in  Middlebury  College  in  Vermont, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1869  with  the  de- 
gree of  A.  B.  Five  years  later  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  was  conferred  upon  him.  From  1869  to 
1870  he  taught  school  as  principal  of  an  academy 
at  Chester,  Vt.  He  then  entered  Chicago  The- 
ological Seminary,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1873  with  the  degree  of  B.  D.  In  September 
of  that  year  he  was  ordained  to  the  Congrega- 
tional ministry  at  Vermontville,  Mich.,  and  en- 
tered upon  the  duties  of  pastor  of  the  church  in 
that  place.  During  his  pastorate  there  lie  mar- 
ried Miss  Carrie  A.  Griswold,  who  was  born  in 
Vermontville,  and  whose  father,  Roger  W.  Gris- 
wold, was  one  of  the  original  colony  from  Ver- 
mont that  settled  and  ..amed  Vermontville. 

The  fall  of  1874  found  Air.  Parker  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Pontiac,  Alich.. 
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where  he  was  stationed  until  1876.  He  then 
accepted  a position  in  Bay  City,  Midp,  where 
he  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  that  place  and  had  charge  of  the 
building  of  a house  of  worship.  For  almost  four 
years  he  labored  in  that  locality,  meeting  with 
excellent  results.  Afterward  lie  spent  a few 
months  in  northern  Michigan,  recuperating  his 
health  and  engaging  in  missionary  work.  Dur- 
ing 1880  he  accepted  a pastorate  in  Peoria,  III. 
After  two  years  he  went  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where 
for  a year  he  had  charge  of  the  work  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Meantime  he  organized  a Congre- 
gational Church  in  that  city,  and  he  resigned  his 
position  with  the  Association  in  order  to  be- 
come pastor  of  the  church,  afterward  continu- 
ing with  that  congregation  for  eighteen  months. 
He  then  spent  eight  months  in  Storm  Lake, 
Iowa. 

During  the  fall  of  1884  Mr.  Parker  became 
pastor  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church 
in  Wichita,  Ivans.  He  continued  there  until 
1888,  after  which  he  was  for  six  months  in 
charge  of  Bethany  Church,  Chicago,  111.  Dur- 
ing his  stay  in  Wichita  he  was  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Fairmount  College  and  of- 
ficiated in  that  capacitv  until  his  removal  to 
Oklahoma.  During  the  summer  of  1889  he  ac- 
cepted an  appointment  as  superintendent  of  the 
work  in  Oklahoma  and  came  to  Guthrie,  where 
he  started  the  first  church  in  the  territory.  De- 
cember 22,  1S89,  he  officiated  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  a Congregational  church  in  King- 
fisher, which  was  the  second  congregation 
organized  in  the  territory.  As  pastor  of  this 
church  he  continued  for  two  years,  meantime 
carrying  on  the  general  work.  He  organized 
congregations  at  El  Reno.  Downs,  Hennessey, 
Seward  and  other  towns,  and  it  is  largely  due 
to  his  efforts  that  there  are  now  eighty  church 
organizations  in  Oklahoma. 

In  the  fall  of  1890  Mr.  Parker  organized 
Kingfisher  Academy,  and  was  chosen  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees.  Five  years  later  he 
organized  Kingfisher  College,  with  himself  as 
president  of  the  board.  In  1S96  the  building 
of  needed  college  structures  was  begun,  and 
from  that  time  to  this  the  work  has  moved  stead- 
ily forward.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  is 
the  oldest  educational  institution  in  the  entire 
territory.  The  success  of  the  work  is  due  to 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Parker,  assisted  bv  the  gener- 
ous and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Kingfisher. 
Besides  the  college  and  academv,  he  is  also  in- 
terested in  the  academy  at  Carrier,  Garfield 
county,  which  was  founded  in  t8q8;  and  one  at 
Jennings,  Pawnee  county,  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1899. 

Under  appointment  from  Governor  Steele,  in 
1890,  Mr.  Parker  became  county  superintendent 


of  Kingfisher  county,  and  this  position  he  filled 
for  two  years.  He  was  then  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Seay  as  territorial  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction  and  as  auditor,  to  fill  a vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  the  superintendent,  J.  H. 
Lawhead,  the  first  to  hold  the  office  in  the  terri- 
tory. In  1893  he  was  reappointed  to  the  posi- 
tion, the  appointment  being  confirmed  by  the 
territorial  council.  During  his  incumbency  of 
the  office,  he  succeeded  in  effecting  a number 
of  improvements  of  a very  desirable  nature. 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  revision  of 
the  educational  laws  through  legislation,  by 
means  of  which  schools  were  graded  and  other 
improvements  introduced.  In  the  fall  of  1S93 
he  retired  from  the  office.  Politically,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  always  supporting  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  party.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Parker  adjoins  the  city  of 
Kingfisher  and  comprises  sixty  acres,  with  an 
orchard  of  bearing  fruits  and  other  improve- 
ments. He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Winifred  Edna,  who  is  the  wife  of 

C.  Frank  Prouty,  of  Kingfisher;  Harriet  Evelyn, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Guy  L.  Camden,  and  lives  in 
Washington,  D.  C.;  Mary  Adella,  who  gradu- 
ated from  Kingfisher  College  in  the  class  of 
1900,  and  represented  this  institution  in  an  ora- 
torical contest  participated  in  by  representatives 
of  the  various  educational  institutions  of  Okla- 
homa; Grace  Graham,  who  is  a member  of  the 
class  of  1904,  Kingfisher  College;  Gertrude 
Griswold,  and  Gail  Marguerite. 


WR.  KELLEY,  the  present  able  sheriff  of 
Kingfisher  county,  is  one  of  our  most 
patriotic  citizens.  He  proved  his  devo- 
tion to  his  country  in  the  time  of  her  deep  need, 
and  in  the  peaceful,  prosperous  years  that  have 
since  elapsed  he  has  equally  stood  at  the  post  of 
duty,  giving  an  example  well  worthy  of  emula- 
tion. 

Born  near  Pleasant  Gap,  Bates  county,  Mo., 
February  24,  1842,  W.  R.  Kelley  is  a son ' of 
Daniel  Kelley,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Barron 
county,  Ivy.,  in  1803.  He,  in  turn,  was  a son  of 
Dennis  Kelley,  a native  of  Ireland,  who,  upon 
coming  to  this  continent,  located  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  later  joined  a band  of  troops  of  Revolu- 
tionary patriots  from  that  state,  fighting  for  the 
independence  of  the  American  colonies.  When 
success  had  been  attained  by  the  young  country 
Mr.  Kelley  joined  the  tide  of  advancing  civiliza- 
tion which  was  tending  toward  the  great,  almost 
unknown,  northwest,  and  became  one  of  the 
brave  pioneers  of  Bairon  county,  Ivv.  As  earlv 
as  1822  Daniel  Kelley  «went  to  Fulton  countv,  111., 
to  live,  and  sixteen  years  later  located  upon  wild 
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land  in  Bates  county,  Mo.  Thus  he  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  prairie  state,  and  for  sixteen 
years  was  actively  associated  with  its  develop- 
ment, and  was  twenty  years  in  Missouri.  During 
the  last  fourteen  years  of  his  life  he  dwelt  in  Linn 
and  Wilson  counties,  Ivans.,  the  last  five  years 
being  spent  in  Wilson  county.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  of  the  three  children  born  to  his 
first  union  none  survives.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Nancy,  daughter  of  Jacob  Lutzen- 
liciser,  who  came  from  Germany  with  his  wife 
and  settled  on  land  which  later  was  part  of  the 
corporation  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  for  years  he 
carried  on  a flouring*  mill,  run  by  water-power. 
Mrs.  Kelley  departed  this  life  in  i860,  and  of  her 
five  children  two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  left 
to  revere  her  memory. 

In  the  youth  of  our  subject  he  attended  the 
old-fashioned  subscription  school  of  Missouri, 
held  in  a primitive  log  cabin,  and  that  only  for  a 
four  months’  winter  term.  In  1858  he  removed 
to  Linn  county,  Ivans.,  where  he  worked  on  the 
home  farm  until  the  war  came  on.  His  father 
was  a strong  abolitionist,  and  was  actively  asso- 
ciated with  local  home-guard  companies  during 
the  great  border  troubles.  The  patriotic  spirit 
which  filled  his  breast  was  mirrored  in  his  sons, 
and  both  responded  to  the  call  of  their  country. 
Albert  G.,  now  a resident  of  California,  served 
in  the  Seventeenth  Kansas  Infantry. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1861,  AX’.  R.  Kelley 
volunteered  in  Company  D.  Sixth  Kansas  Cav- 
alry, and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  at  Fort  Scott, 
amid  the  roar  of  artillery,  for  the  Confederates 
were  in  full  force  in  that  immediate  district,  and, 
within  an  hour  after  pledging  himself  to  the 
Union,  the  young  soldier  was  ordered  “to  horse” 
and  to  the  front.  For  more  than  three  years  he 
saw  active  service,  taking  part  in  numerous  skir- 
mishes and  battles,  including  those  of  Cane  Hill, 
Prairie  Grove,  and  Maysville,  Ark.  On  two  oc- 
casions he  was  struck  with  spent  balls,  and,  con- 
sequently, was  not  seriously  injured.  On  the 
-24th  of  November,  1864,  he  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  as  a sergeant,  for  he  had  risen  from 
the  ranks  by  bravery  and  general  reliability. 

AA’hile  the  war  was  in  progress  Mr.  Kelley 
bought  a farm  in  Linn  county.  Ivans.,  and  culti- 
vated the  place  from  1865  to  1869,  when  he  re- 
moved to  AA'ilson  county,  Ivans.,  settling  upon  a 
farm  situated  eight  miles  from  Fredonia,  and 
this  place,  then  practically  unimproved,  became 
wonderfully  productive  and  desirable  under  his 
able  management.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1892, 
he  came  to  Kingfisher  county  and  took  up  a 
claim  on  section  18,  township  15, range  9, and  this 
property,  which  he  still  owns,  is  now  a valuable, 
well  improved  country  home,  the  more  esteemed 
for  its  proximity  to  Kingfisher  creek.  Three  of 
his  children  own  quarter-section  farms  adjoin- 


ing, and  a son  owns  a fine  farm  in  Blaine  county, 
on  the  South  Canadian  river. 

In  1883  Mr.  Kelley  was  elected  sheriff  of  Wil- 
son county,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was 
re-elected,  giving  entire  satisfaction  to  all.  Since 
coming  to  this  locality  he  has  acted  as  a school 
director  in  Altoona  township,  and  here,  as  for- 
merly, in  Wilson  county,  has  materially  assisted 
in  the  building  of  schoolhouses.  In  1896  he  was 
nominated  on  the  Republican  ticket  to  the  office 
of  sheriff,  but  was  defeated  by  a majority  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  votes,  on  account  of  a 
fusion  ticket.  When  better  known  throughout 
this  region  he  was  elected  sheriff,  his  majority 
being  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  votes  and 
a fusion  ticket  again  being  in  the  field.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1899,  when  he  entered  upon  his  new  duties 
here,  he  removed  to  Kingfisher  and  bought 
some  property  in  the  city.  He  was  re-elected  in 
November,  1900,  for  a term  of  two  years.  Lie  is 
popular  with  all  law-abiding  citizens  and  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  Oklahoma  Sheriffs’  As- 
sociation. Fraternally  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and 
a member  of  Kingfisher  Post  No.  2,  G.  A.  R. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kelley  and  Nancy  E. 
Anderson  took  place  in  Linn  county,  Ivans.,  in 
1866.  She  is  a native  of  Macoupin  county,  111., 
and  a daughter  of  J.  AV.  Anderson,  whose  death 
occurred  in  AATIson  county,  Ivans.,  in  1899.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Federal  army 
as  a private  in  a Missouri  regiment,  and  at  Lex- 
ington, Mo.,  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  but 
later  was  released  on  parole.  Of  the  six  chil- 
dren who  bless  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
wife,  Charles  M.,  the  eldest,  holds  the  office  of 
deputy  sheriff  and  jailer  of  Kingfisher  county. 
Walter  B.,  the  younger  son,  is  a successful  far- 
mer of  Blaine  county,  and  during  the  Spanish- 
American  war  served  in  the  First  Oklahoma 
Regiment.  Mary  E.  is  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  city  schools  of  Kingfisher.  Emma  M.  is  a 
teacher  in  Blaine  county,  and  Laura  is  num- 
bered among  the  teachers  of  this  county,  while 
Carrie  XL  is  yet  a member  of  the  parental  house- 
hold. 


RJ.  IvESTER.  The  history  of  Kingfisher 
t would  indeed  be  incomplete  without  men- 
tion of  the  public-spirited  endeavors  of 
Mr.  Kester,  who,  as  manager  and  proprietor  of 
the  Kester  bus  line,  livery  and  sale  stable,  and 
blacksmith  shop,  has  contributed  not  a little 
towards  the  convenience,  progress  and  upbuild- 
ing of  the  town  of  his  adoption.  Since  taking 
up  his  residence  here  in  April  of  1889  the  vari- 
ous lines  of  his  activity  have  been  flatteringly 
successful,  and  the  public  have  come  to  have  an 
appreciation  of  his  upright  and  reliable  methods 
of  conducting  business.  In  keeping  with  the 
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constantly  increasing  patronage,  he  lias  contrib- 
uted to  the  agreeable  aspect  of  the  town  by  erect- 
ing a homelike  and  commodious  residence,  and 
has  in  many  other  ways  indicated  his  desire  to  be 
foremost  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  advancement 
of  the  general  good. 

The  Kester  family  figured  prominently  in  the 
early  history  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  paternal 
grandfather  was  born  there.  He  was  a Quaker, 
and  a devout  and  industrious  man,  as  were  his 
ancestors  before  him.  R.  j.  Kester  was'born  in 
Philadelphia  May  5,  1855,  and  was  a son  of  Wil- 
liam Y.  and  Eliza  (Buckus)  kester.  William 
Kester  was  a merchant  tailor  in  Philadelphia, 
and  served  with  distinction  during  the  war  of 
1861-65,  enlisting  in  a Pennsylvania  volunteer 
regiment.  After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he 
settled  in  l'rankford,  Pa.,  and  in  1878  moved  to 
Roanoke,  Ya.,  where  he  continued  to  be  engaged 
in  the  merchant  tailoring  business  until  his 
death.  His  wife  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
and  was  a daughter  of  Reuben  Buckus,  a meat 
dealer  of  Philadelphia.  She  died  in  Virginia.  Of 
her  nine  children  eight  reached  maturity,  the 
oldest  of  whom,  and  the  only  one  to  remove  to 
the  west,  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Kester  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania  and  de- 
rived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Frankford,  a suburb  of  Philadelphia.  When  four- 
teen years  of  age  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living 
while  learning  the  tailor’s  trade  from  his  father. 
In  1878  he  sought  the  west  as  a more  promising 
field  for  his  efforts,  and  settled  in  Dodge  City. 
Kans.,  where  for  several  years  he  served  as  dep- 
uty sheriff.  Subsequently  he  spent  some  time  in 
different  parts  of  Kansas  and  Texas,  until,  in 
1889,  he  permanently  located  in  Kingfisher.  His 
residence  was  at  first  located  one  and  a half  miles 
southeast  of  the  town,  on  Uncle  John’s  creek, 
where  he*  diligently  applied  himself  to  improv- 
ing his  land,  and  upon  which  he  lived  for  five 
years,  finally  selling  his  farm  and  moving  on  to 
the  town  of  Kingfisher.  He  now  owns  a farm 
thirteen  miles  northeast  of  the  city,  which  is 
highly  improved  and  a source  of  considerable 
revenue  to  its  owner. 

In  1894  Mr.  Kester  started  in  the  liverv  and 
sale  stable  business,  and  instituted  the  Kester 
bus  line,  which  meets  all  trains  upon  their  ar- 
rival in  and  departure  from  the  town.  His  barn 
is  located  a half  block  from  the  Kingfisher  hotel 
and  one  block  from  the  United  States  land  and 
postoffice.  While  owning  and  running  the  black- 
smith shop,  he  has  a master  of  the  trade  in 
charge,  who  makes  a specially  of  horse-shoeing. 
Mr.  Kester  makes  a special  studv  of  the  breeding 
of  standard-bred  horses,  and  is  the  possessor  of 
some  valuable  specimens  of  horse  flesh.  Among 
others  may  be  mentioned,  Kittie  Kester,  sired 
by  Commodore  Wilkes,  who  has  a record  of  2:2 T 


and  is  one  of  the  fastest  horses  in  the  territory. 
He  also  owns  Major  K.,  a five-year-old,  which 
are  but  two  of  a large  array  of  expensive  and 
reliable  breed  of  thoroughbreds. 

Mr.  Kester  was  married  in  Dodge  City,  Kans., 
to  Nellie  White,  a native  of  England,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Frank  B.,  now  living  in  Arkan- 
sas. Fannie  Kester,  an  adopted  child,  is  living 
at  home.  Mr.  Kester  is  now  serving  his  fourth 
term  as  a member  of  the  city  council  for  the  First 
ward,  and  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee.  In  political  affiliation  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Republican  party,  but  holds  very 
liberal  ideas  regarding  the  politics  of  the  admin- 
istration. Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  esteemed  for  his  many 
admirable  and  progressive  traits  of  character  and 
his  liberality  and  broad-mindedness  when  deal- 
ing with  public  questions  of  the  day. 


CHARLES  E.  JONES.  The  ancestors  of 
the  Jones  family  were  industrious  agricul- 
turists among  the  mountains  of  Wales,  and 
when  the  paternal  grandfather  brought  his  little 
family  over  the  seas  in  search  of  better  condi- 
tions in  America  he  brought  with  him  the  thrift, 
industry  and  cleanly  morality  of  the  hardy  moun- 
taineers. He  settled  in  Newark,  Ohio,  and  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  until  his  death.  His 
son,  D.  D.  Jones. -the  father  of  Charles  E..  was 
born  in  Wales,  and  was  but  eight  years  of  age 
when  the  family  came  to  the  United  States.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Ohio  Infantry  and  served  for  nearly  four 
years,  being  engaged  most  of  the  time  up  and 
down  the  Mississippi  river.  After  the  war  he 
became  interested  in  farming*  in  Illinois,  near 
Norris,  but  removed  to  Creston,  Iowa,  in  1887, 
and  engaged  in  general  merchandise  business. 
Fraternally  he  is  a Mason  and  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  His  wife  was  for- 
merly Louise  M.  Evans,  of  Newark,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Evan  Evans,  born  in  North  Affiles 
and  an  early  settler  in  Newark.  Tliev  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  Charles  E. 
was  the  third  child  and  only  son. 

•C.  E.  Jones  was  born  December  8 t866.  and 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Illinois  until 
his  tenth  year,  when  the  familv  moved  to  Iowa. 
His  education  was  derived  in  the  public  schools, 
at  which  he  diligently  studied,  and  at  Lenox 
Academy  in  Iowa.  In  t8S6  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  and  engaged  with  the  Chicago.  Bur- 
lington N*  Quincy  Railroad  Companv  as  an  oper- 
ator on  the  west  Iowa  division,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1889.  At  this  time  he  went  to  the 
Black  Hills  and  operated  on  the  Q svstem  until 
1890.  when  he  changv  1 to  the  Chicago  & Rock 
Island,  with  headquarters  at  Marion.  Kans.  He 
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also  served  in  the  capacity  of  relief  agent  at  sev- 
eral points  on  the  road  until  1893,  when  a posi- 
tion was  offered  him  as  bill  clerk  in  the  freight 
department  at  Wichita,  Kans.  The  latter  posi- 
tion he  retained  until  1895,  when  he  succeeded 
to  his  present  and  responsible  position  as  freight 
agent  at  Kingfisher.  Under  his  wise  manage- 
ment, since  1899  the  business  has  increased  five 
times  over.  The  shipments  include  immense 
quantities  of  wheat;  and  Kingfisher  is  the  largest 
shipping  point  of  the  Chicago  & Rock  Island 
road  in  the  territory. 

In  1891  Mr.  Jones  married  Geneva  Reese, 
daughter  of  John  Reese,  a farmer  in  Illinois.  To 
Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Jones  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  arc  living — Ross  and  Keith. 
Pearl  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a half  years. 
Mrs.  Jones  is  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Presby- 
terian church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Jones  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  King- 
fisher, Xo.  8,  and  is  a member  of  the  Cyrene 
Commandery  Xo.  6.  He  is  also  connected  with 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  pol- 
itics he  believes  in  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  he  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker.  He  is  a broad-minded  and  enterprising 
member  of  the  community  and  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  that  are  his  by  virtue  of  his 
manv  excellent  traits. 


MAJOR  PAUL  JUXDT,  who  is  commis- 
sary-general, with  the  rank  of  major,  on 
the  staff  of  Governor  Barnes  of  Okla- 
homa, has  served  in  this  capacity  for  the  past 
three  years,  and  has  won  general  commendation 
for  his  efficiency.  Possessing  unusual  ability  as 
a business  man  and  financier,  he  also  has  had 
experience  of  no  limited  nature  in  military  tac- 
tics and  military  matters  in  general,  and  thus 
is  eminently  qualified  for  the  special  duties  al- 
lotted to  him  as  a state  official. 

Born  in  Rothau,  Lorraine,  France.  July  S, 
1847,  Major  Jundt  is  one  of  the  five  children  of 
Rev.  Charles  and  Julia  (Keck)  Jundt,  natives  of 
Strasburg.  The  father  was  a graduate  of  the 
theological  seminarv  of  his  home  city,  and  sub- 
sequently he  held  pastorates  in  Lutheran 
churches  in  Alsace  and  Lorraine.  He  died  in 
the  town  of  Rothau,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  His  father,  Jacob  Jundt,  was  act- 
ively engaged  in  the  British  merchant  marine 
trade  with  the  East  Indies,  and  many  a voyage 
nt  two  or  three  years’  duration  did  he  make, 
while  captain  of  some  first-class  ship.  He  died 
at  his  old  home  in  France.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Daniel  Keck,  was  a baker 
by  trade,  and  conducted  a successful  business 
in  Strasburg,  in  which  city  he  resided  until 
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death.  The  only  sister  of  our  subject,  Mary, 
is  living  in  Strasburg.  Charles,  a brother,  is 
local  agent  for  the  Pabst  Brewing  Company  at 
Shawnee,  ( )kla.,  while  Rudolph  is  engaged  in 
the  cattle  business  in  Spokane,  Wash. 

When  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  Major 
Jundt  went  to  Strasburg,  where  he  matriculated 
in  the  famous  college  located  there,  and  in  1865 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science.  He  then  engaged  in  merchandising 
in  Strasburg  until  1868,  when  he  entered  the 
army,  and,  at  the  end  of  a-  year's  service  as  a 
private,  was  made  a sergeant  of  the  Eighty- 
seventh  Infantry.  Later  he  turned  his  attention 
again  to  business  affairs  until  the  Franco-Prus- 
sian  war  came  on,  when  he  promptly  enlisted 
in  the  defense  of  his  country,  and  was  made 
second  lieutenant  of  his  old  regirpent,  the 
Eighty-seventh,  of  which  he  afterwards  ranked 
as  first  lieutenant.  He  participated  in  the  siege 
of  Strasburg  and  the  1 tattle  of  Reichshoffen,  and 
was  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder  during  the 
famous  siege,  when  he,  with  his  regiment,  was 
captured  and  confined  as  a prisoner  of  war  at 
Rastadt.  At  last  he  made  his  escape  and  joined 
the  forces  of  Bourbaki,  with  whom  he  served 
until,  on  account  of  illness,  he  was  sent  to  the 
hospital,  and  finally  was  placed  in  the  Reserves, 
at  Paris.  Subsequently,  he  was  interested  in 
mercantile  enterprises  in  Paris  and  Havre  until 
1883,  when  he  came  to  America.  In  1884  he 
was  sent  by  the  French  government  to  Cochin- 
China,  where  he  was  employed  for  about  a year, 
and  obtained  invaluable  experience.  The  voy- 
ages to  and  from  his  post  of  duty  were  especially 
interesting  and  full  of  incident,  and  he  was  en- 
abled to  gain  a good  idea  of  life  in  Japan,  the 
French  possessions  in  China,  and  of  the  condi- 
tions prevailing  in  India  and  other  countries 
where  he  stayed  for  a short  period. 

In  1S85  Major  Jundt  returned  to  the  United 
States,  and  for  some  time  was  in  the  employ 
of  a large  packing  house  in  Kansas  City.  After- 
ward he  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail liquor  and  cigar  business  in  the  same  citv 
until  1894,  when  he  came  to  Guthrie  and  too}< 
charge  of  the  extensive  plant  and  cold  storage 
warehouses  of  the  Pabst  Brewing  Company  of 
Milwaukee.  The  refrigerating  plant  has  a ca- 
pacity of  one  hundred  tons,  and  from  fifty  to 
sixty  tons  of  ice  can  be- manufactured  here  daily. 
A wholesale  and  retail  business  in  ice  is  trans- 
acted by  the  company,  the  product  being 
shipped  to  many  quite  distant  points  in  the  terri- 
tory, and  separate  plants  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  are  maintained  in  ( )klahoma  Citv,  Shaw- 
nee, Okla.,  and  Ardmore,  I.  T.  Major  Jundt 
controls  and  supervises  seven  agencies  for  Pabst 
in  Oklahoma  Territory,  and  by  his  energy  and 
good  business  management  has  greatly  in- 
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creased  the  sales  for  his  firm  in  this  section  of 
the  Union. 

Socially,  Major  Jundt  is  highly  esteemed 
wherever  he  is  known.  He  is  a charter  member 
of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevolent  & Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  and  of  the  Sons  of  filer- 
man.  . file  also  stands  high  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and  be- 
longs to  the  Guthrie  Commercial  Club.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a Democrat. 


HARRISON  LEE,  a pioneer  of  Canadian 
county,  is  respected  and  honored  by  all 
who  have  known  him.  He  possesses  high 
principles  and  has  never  failed  in  meeting  faith- 
fully the  duties  resting  upon  him  as  a citizen  of 
this  great  republic.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  he 
gave  several  of  the  best  years  of  his  early  man- 
hood to  the  Union,  he  justly  deserves  an  hon- 
ored place  in  the  annals  of  the  land. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Lee  was  in  Davis 
county,  Incfi,  the  date  of  his  entrance  upon  the 
stage  of  this  world  being  August  15,  1834.  His 
father,  Andrew  Lee,  died  when  our  subject  was 
but  five  years  of  age;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  to  relieve  his  mother  of  some  of  the 
manifold  cares  which  thus  fell  to  her.  he  gladly 
assisted  her.  Though  there  was  a large  family 
of  brothers  and  sisters,  all  would  have  been 
well  provided  for  by  the  father’s  valuable  estate, 
had  it  been  properly  administered,  but  the  widow 
and  orphans  were  robbed.  The  mother.  Mrs. 
Sylvia  (Skaggs)  Lee,  wisely  reared  her  children, 
teaching  them  the  foundation  principles  of  suc- 
cess and  usefulness. 

Harrison  Lee  was  chiefly  employed  in  agri- 
cultural labors  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out, 
and  in  August,  1861,  he  enlisted,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  B,  Twenty-seventh  Indiana 
Infantry.  With  his  comrades,  he  participated 
in  many  of  the  important  battles  of  the  war, 
among  others  those  of  Antictam,  Cedar  Moun- 
tain, the  numerous  skirmishes  and  severe  fights 
of  the  famous  march  to  the  sea,  under  the  great 
leader,  General  Sherman.  In  the  battle  of  Burnt 
Hickory,  near  Dallas,  Ga..  Mr.  Lee  was  the  color 
bearer,  and  thus  was  a special  target  for  the 
enemy.  His  right  thumb  was  struck  by  a bul- 
let, and  within  another  second  he  was  shot  in  the 
right  leg,  just  above  the  knee,  and  his  clothing 
was  riddled  with  more  bullets.  By  the  time  that 
he  reached  South  Carolina,  after  long,  forced 
marches,  he  was  so  worn  out  and  ill  that  lie  was 
sent  to  the  hospital.  Finally  he  was  transferred 
to  New  York  City,  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge  from  the  army  on  that  fateful  day, 
April  14,  1865,  when  Lincoln  was  assassinated. 

Returning  to  his  old  home,  Mr.  Lee  resumed 
his  accustomed  duties,  but  for  more  than  a rear 


suffered  greatly  from  the  effects  of  his  army 
service.  Thus  seriously  handicapped  in  many 
ways,  he  was  necessarily  slow  in  making  a good 
financial  start,  and  after  a few  years  he  went  to 
Cherokee  county,  Ivans.  Later  he  settled  in  No 
Man's  Land,  and  July  5,  1889,  came  to  Okla- 
homa and  located  upon  his  present  homestead, 
which  is  situated  on  the  southeastern  quarter  of 
section  7,  township  13,  range  6 west,  file  has 
made  good  improvements  and  is  reaping  abun- 
dant harvests  annually. 

In  1870  Mr.  Lee  and  Miss  Clara  Clark  were 
married  in  Indiana.  They  became  the  parents 
of  a son  and  daughter,  namely:  Mrs.  Minnie 
Chilcott  of  Kansas,  and  Clement,  who  remains 
at  home  and  is  aiding  his  father  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  farm.  Politically,  Mr.  Lee  is  a Re- 
publican, v and  his  first  presidential  ballot  was 
cast  for  I'illmore.  Religiously,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Christian  Church,  and  has  long  offi- 
ciated as  an  elder  in  the  congregation. 


T USTUS  L.  V.  MANN,  whose  home  is  in 
J section  6,  township  17,  range  1 west,  Logan 
county,  was  born  September  27,  1S55,  in 
Monroe,  Green  county,  Wis.  Elis  father,  John 
Mann,  who  now  is  about  four-score  years  old, 
and  resides  in  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  was  born  in 
New  York  state  in  181S,  and  was  the  third  of 
thirteen  children.  From  New  York  he  moved 
to  Wisconsin,  and  in  1859  became  a resident  of 
Linn  county,  Kans.  When  the  Civil  war  came 
on  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Tenth  Kansas 
Infantry,  and  served  in  the  ranks  as  a private  for 
about  a year.  During  that  period  he  took  part 
in  numerous  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Wilson’s  Creek. 
Finally,  being  disabled  by  aiding  in  the  work 
of  prying  army  wagons  out  of  a slough,  he  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Fort  Scott,  and  after  six 
months  of  treatment  by  skilled  surgeons,  it  was 
deemed  best  to  grant  him  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. Afterwards,  when  he  had  partially  re- 
gained his  accustomed  health,  he  re-enlisted  in 
the  military  service,  this  time  as  one  of  the  Kan- 
sas Home  Guard,  who  helped  to  drive  General 
Price  out  of  the  state.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Phoebe  (Russell)  Mann,  in  1870,  he  spent 
a few  years  at  his  old  home  in  the  Empire  state, 
but  ultimately  returned  to  Kansas,  where  he  is 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed. 

Moses  Thurston  Mann,  grandfather  of  Justus 
L.  Y.  Mann,  was  born  near  Concord,  N.  PI.,  and 
served  as  a teamster  during  the  war  of  1812.  He 
died  in  Linn  county,  Ivans.,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  ycai's.  His  wife.  Abigail,  was  a daughter 
of  Thomas  Pane,  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war. 
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Justus  L.  V.  Mann  was  reared  in  Linn  county, 
Kans.,  and  in  his  youth  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education.  When  he  was  fifteen 
wars  of  age  he  commenced  the  battle  of  inde- 
pendent life  and  by  industry  and  application 
managed  to  lay  aside  a little  capital.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  farmed  rented  land  in  Elk 
county,  Ivans.,  and  then  leased  a farm  near  Ar- 
kansas City,  while  he  and  his  family  dwelt  in 
a home  which  he  bought  in  the  town.  At  the 
time  that  Oklahoma  was  to  be  opened  to  civiliza- 
tion he  was  one  of  the  multitude  awaiting  the 
bugle  call  at  midday  of  the  memorable  April  22. 
For  a whole  month  he  searched  for  a location, 
and  at  length  found  an  abandoned  claim — his 
present  homestead.  Hiring  a team  to  convey  his 
household  goods  here  (for  he  then  had  no  team 
of  his  own),  he  installed  his  family  in  a small 
shanty  which  he  had  bought  in  Guthrie.  One 
reason  for  his  removal  to  this  territory  was  that 
his  wife  and  children  had  b.een  suffering  with 
illness  of  different  kinds,  and  he  hoped  that  a 
change  would  prove  beneficial,  as  indeed  it  did. 
Thus  he  commenced  his  new  life  in  Oklahoma 
under  rather  discouraging  circumstances,  but  he 
bravely  did  the  best  he  could  and  soon  affairs 
began  to  mend.  After  reducing  the  greater  part 
of  his  land  to  cultivation,  he  planted  an  orchard 
of  some  seven  acres  in  extent,  and  instituted 
many  other  valuable  improvements. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Mann  and  Eunice  A. 
Howland,  of  Elk  county,  Ivans.,  was  solemnized 
August  16,  1879.  She  was  born  in  Mercer 
county,  Mo.,  and  wras  eight  years  old  when  she 
removed  to  Kansas  with  her  parents,  P.  W.  and 
Eunice  (Jinks)  Howland.  The  eldest  child  of 
our  subject  and  wife,  Friend  A.,  was  born  in 
Elk  county,  Ivans.,  October  1.  1880.  John  W. 
was  born  in  the  same  county,  July  4.  1SS3,  and 
Earl  E.  was  born  in  Cowley  countv,  Kans..  Tune 
4.  1885. 

In  1880  Mr.  Mann  cast  his  presidential  ballot 
for  J.  A.  Garfield,  but  of  late  years  he  has  been 
a Populist.  Fraternally  he  has  been  associated 
with  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  religiously  with 
the  Church  of  Christ,  his  membership  being  with 
the  congregation  at  Arkansas  City.  Several 
years  ago  lie  was  honored  with  an  appointment 
to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  as 
such  for  one  year.  He  then  was  regularly  elected 
to  the  same  position,  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  had  been  a mistake  made  in  the  spelling 
of  his  name,  he  refused  to  qualify.  The  matter 
was  righted  by  his  being  again  appointed  to  the 
place,  and  at  the  close  of  one  vcar  he  tendered 
Lis  resignation.  Only  one  case  was  appealed  of 
the  many  which  were  submitted  to  his  judgment, 
and  in  this  particular  instance  his  decision  was 
confirmed  by  the  higher  authorities.  In  all  his 
dealings  he  is  just  and  upright  and  thus  he  de- 


serves the  respect  and  good  will  in  which  he  is 
held  by  all  who  know  him. 


CS.  MERADITH,  M.  D.  As  physician  to 
9 the  physical  woes  of  the  residents  of  Hen- 
nessey, Dr.  Meradith  has  demonstrated 
his  many-sided  ability  along  the  lines  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  his  worthiness  to  be  numbered 
among  the  capable  physicians  of  Oklahoma.  In 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  brings  a wealth  of 
research  and  constantly  widening  and  increasing 
knowledge,  which,  when  applied  to  diagnosis  and 
treatment,  have  been  instrumental  111  gaining  for 
him  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  larger 
part  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  In  avenues  remote 
front  his  chosen  work,  and  which  have  to  do  with 
the  needful  enterprises  of  the  city,  he  has  shown 
commendable  interest  -and  a generous  willing- 
ness to  aid  to  the  extent  of  his  power,  thus  en- 
rolling himself  among  those  who  ever  strive  for 
the  improvement  of  conditions. 

Of  English  and  Welsh  extraction,  Dr  Alera- 
dith  was  born  December  25,  1853,  i'1  Greene 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  Thomas  Mera- 
dith, a native  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Elizabeth 
(Waynee)  Meradith,  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pa. 
Thomas  Meradith  is  a United  Brethren  clergy- 
man, and  ministered  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the 
residents  of  Greene  county,  Pa.,  later  going  to 
Farmer  City,  111.,  where  he  reared  his  family, 
and  became  identified  with  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual growth  of  the  community.  He  is  now  re- 
tired from  active  participation  in  the  arduous 
affairs  of  life,  but  during  the  years  of  his  activity 
he  was  an  earnest  and  forceful  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  has  left 
a trail  of  kindly  deeds  and  disinterested  helpful- 
ness in  the  wake  of  his  untiring  efforts.  Of  the 
maternal  ancestry,  who  are  English,  the  great- 
grandfather Waynee  settled  in  Fayette  county, 
at  a very  early  day,  on  a farm  which  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  family.  On  this  treasured 
and  richly  associated-  ground  was  born  Charles 
Waynee,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Meradith.  and  it  is 
thus  apparent  that  three  generations  have  here 
gathered  many  of  the  impressions  of  their  lives. 
Mrs.  (Meradith  died  in  Illinois.  She  was  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. C.  S.  being  the  only  one  in  Oklahoma.  One 
brother,  A.  A.  Meradith,  served  in  the  Civil  war 
in  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  was  in 
the  army  of  the  Potomac.  He  suffered  some  of 
the  serious  vicissitudes  of  war,  and  July  3.  1863, 
was  imprisoned  in  Andersonville,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  cessation  of  hostilites.  He  is 
now  residing  at  Channahon,  111.,  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Dr.  Meradith  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  received  a portion  of  his  education  in 
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the  public  schools.  In  1868  he  accompanied  his 
parents  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  to 
Illinois,  where  he  assisted  his  father  in  breaking 
the  unimproved  ground,  and  in  the  various  du- 
ties incident  to  the  management  of  a well-regu- 
lated farm.  In  September  of  1874  he  began  to 
prepare  for  future  independence  by  studying 
medicine,  and  eventually  graduated  from  the 
Union  Medical  College  of  Kansas  City,  since 
which  time  he  has  taken  a course  in  the  Post- 
Graduate  School  and  Polyclinic  at  Chicago.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Southern  Kansas  Medical 
Association. 

March  17,  1891,  Dr.  Meradith  located  in  Hen- 
nessey, where  he  has  since  conducted  a success- 
ful practice.  He  is  not  a specialist,  but  rather 
devotes  his  attention  to  the  all-around  medical 
and  surgical  requirements  of  his  growing  town. 
In  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Genievc  E.  Finch,  who  is  a graduate  hospi- 
tal nurse,  and  was  formerly  engaged  m home 
missionary  work  in  Denver.  In  politics  Dr. 
Meradith  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
although  he  has  no  political  aspirations.  Fie 
is  wide-awake,  industrious  and  progressive,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  Hennessey’s  most  reliable 
physicians  and  citizens. 


HOX.  WILLIAM  II.  MERTEN,  a promi- 
nent and  influential  citizen  of  Guthrie  and 
a member  of  the  first  legislature  of  the 
territory,  is  now  president  and  manager  of  the 
Merten  Commission  Company  of  Guthrie  and 
has  a very  extensive  business. 

Mr.  Merten  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
Iowa,  March  8.  1845,  and  's  a son  °i  Frederick 
and  Catherine  (Klaus)  Merten.  Flis  grandfather. 
Herman  Frederick  Merten,  a native  of  Prussia, 
brought  his  family  to  this  country  when  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  but  fourteen  years  old. 
He  settled  at  St.  Charles.  Mo.,  on  a farm  and 
there  lived  until  his  death.  Frederick  Merten 
was  born  in  Prussia.  Germany,  and  was  reared 
on  a farm  near  St.  Charles.  Mo.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  located  near  Colcsburg,  Delaware 
countv,  Iowa,  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  and  this  he  operated  until  his  death, 
meantime  becoming  an  extensive  land  owner. 
Besides  the  management  of  his  farm,  he  was  an 
ordained  German  Methodist  minister,  and 
preached  in  various  places  in  Iowa,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  actively  following  that  vocation  from 
1850  to  1880,  when  he  retired.  He  was  a close 
student,  was  well  informed  in  classics  and  theol- 
ogy and  contributed  largely  to  the  press  and 
church  papers.  His  death  occurred  in  the  fall 
of  1898  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  He 
was  a strong  Abolitionist  and  Republican. 

The  marriage  of  Frederick  Merten  united  him 


with  Catherine  Klaus,  who  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  and  came  to  America  with  two  broth- 
ers. She  died  in  1897.  Nine  children  blessed 
this  union,  as  follows:  John  S.,  who  lives  on  the 
old  home  farm,  and  who  served  in  the  Seventh 
Iowa  Infantry  during  the  Civil  war:  William  11.; 
Benjamin  F.,  who  died  at  Byers,  Colo.,  in  Au- 
gust, 1899,  and  who  was  superintendent  of  citv 
schools  in  Clay  county,  Kans.,  for  twenty  years, 
also  county  superintendent  for  four  years; 
George  P.,  a merchant  of  Garner,  Iowa;  Sam- 
uel W.,  also  a merchant  of  Garner,  Iowa; 
Joseph,  who  is  on  one  of  the  old  homestead 
farms  at  Colesburg,  Iowa;  Elias  and  Frederick, 
both  of  Garner,  Iowa;  and  Mrs.  Anna  Klaus,  of 
Earlville,  Iowa. 

William  FI.  Merten  was  reared  on  different 
farms  and  at  different  places  where  his  father 
preached,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  In  1862  he  entered  Baldwin  University 
and  in  1863  went  to  Missouri,  where  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Forty-third  Missouri  Infantry, 
being  mustered  in  at  St.  Joseph.  After  having 
served  in  different  parts  of  the  state  of  Missouri 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Jefferson  Barracks  in  the 
spring  of  1865.  He  then  returned  to  Savannah, 
Ho.,  where  he  had  started  in  the  nursery  busi- 
ness before  his  enlistment.  After  continuing 
there  for  a short  time  he  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  summers  and  teaching  school 
during  the  winters.  From  1872  to  1876  he  was 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Delaware  county, 
and  from  1880  to  1S84  served  in  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  Iowa.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  assemblies,  which 
elected  Senator  Wilson  of  Iowa  to  the  senator- 
ship.  From  1882  until  18S8  he  engaged  exten- 
sively in  the  live-stock  business  in  Texas  and 
Colorado.  April  23.  1889,  he  came  to  Guthrie, 
and  embarked  in  the  commission  business  in  the 
same  block  where  he  is  now  located.  From  the 
first  he  met  with  success  and  in  1895  incorpor- 
ated the  Merten  Commission  Contpanv,  of  which 
he  is  president  and  manager.  He  is  a general 
commission  merchant,  both  shipping  and  re- 
ceiving shipments,  and  is  a wholesale  dealer  in 
fruits  and  produce.  In  1899,  during  one  month, 
he  shipped  three  hundred  cars  of  produce,  con- 
sisting of  watermelons  and  fruits. 

At  The  Grove,  Cook  county,  111.,  Mr.  Merten 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Catherine  Seley, 
who  was  born  in  Wisconsin  and  died  at  Earlville, 
Iowa.  They  were  parents  of  two  children:  Ed- 
win Frederick,  who  is  in  business  with  his  father; 
and  Mrs.  Alice  Tabor,  of  Pottawatomie  county, 
( )kla.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Merten 
united  him  with  Nellie  Ketcham.  who  was  born 
in  Cook  county.  111.,  and  thev  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Birncv  R.,  Robert,  and  one 


J.  E.  BURNS, 
Kingfisher. 


PORTRAIT  and  biographical  record. 


205 


who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  as  a resvdt  of 
a fall. 

In  his  support  of  the  Republican  party  Mr. 
Merten  has  always  been  enthusiastic.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  territorial  legislature  and  was 
nominated  for  speaker  of  the  house  in  the  party 
caucus,  but  through  treachery  of  two  of  the  ma- 
jority he  was  defeated  and  a Populist  elected. 
In  1898  he  was  elected  to  the  fifth  general  assem- 
bly and  elected  speaker  pro  tern.'  He  introduced 
some  good  bills  in  the  house,  but  took  a strong 
hand  in  curbing  useless  legislation.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  board  of  education  four  years 
and  its  president  three  years.  He  is  a member 
of  the  territorial  committee,  chairman  of  the 
county  committee,  and  on  the  executive  com- 
mittee. Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Guthrie 
Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M..  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  being  past  chancellor  and  ex-represent- 
ative to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  is  also  a charter 
member  and  director  of  Guthrie  Club. 


JE.  BURNS,  acting  in  the  responsible  office 
of  clerk  of  Kingfisher  county,  is  a hero  of 
the  Civil  war.  On  the  threshold  of  early 
manhood  he  devoted  four  years  to  his  country, 
and  faithfully  stood  at  his  post  of  duty,  then,  as 
now,  relegating  all  personal  interests  to  a sec- 
ondary place.  Needless  to  say  he  is  as  highly 
esteemed  by  the  boys  who  wore  the  blue  as  he, 
in  his  turn,  holds  his  old  comrades,  and  honors 
have  been  bestowed  upon  him  in  all  of  the  varied 
walks  of  life,  but  none  beyond  his  merits. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  on  his 
father’s  side  of  the  family,  was  a native  of  Scot- 
land, who,  leaving  his  old  home  in  Ayrshire, 
brought  his  family  to  Pennsylvania  at  an  early 
period.  His  son  John,  grandfather  of  J.  E. 
Burns,  was  born  in  Scotland  also  and  was  a pio- 
neer of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  He  was  found 
dead  on  the  highway,  his  horse  returning  home 
riderless.  His  son,  P.  R.,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  the  pioneer  homestead  in  the 
county  just  mentioned,  and  in  his  youth  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade.  Going  to  West  Virginia 
lie  married  Elizabeth  Elliott,  a native  of  Brooke 
county,  that  state,  and  of  Scoteh-Irish  ancestry. 
In  1843  the  couple  located  in  Florence.  Mo., 
and  five  years  later  Mr.  Burns  was  honored  by 
election  to  the  office  of  assessor  of  the  county. 
In  1850  he  was  elected  sheriff  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  was  favored  with  re-election.  In 
1856  he  was  chosen  to  act  as  representative  of 
his  district  in  the  state  legislature,  and  five  years 
later  was  elected  to  the  county  clerkship  for  a 
term  of  six  years.  In  all  of  these  responsible 
positions  he  gave  the  public  entire  satisfaction, 
and  finally  he  was  fiscal  agent  for  the  count}  for 


ten  years  at  the  time  that  the  county  was 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  Boonville 
branch  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  railroad,  and  thus 
he  disbursed  about  $100,000.  Death  put  an  end 
to  all  of  his  labors  in  1890,  when  he  was  in  his 
seventy-third  year.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died 
soon  after  their  removal  to  the  west  in  1844. 

f.  E.  Burns  was  born  May  29,  1843,  in  Wells- 
burg,  W.  \ a.,  and  was  reared  in  Morgan  county, 
Mo.,  where  he  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  completing  his  studies  in  Versailles 
Academy.  August  16,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  was  mustered  into  the  service  at 
Indianapolis.  Assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, he  served  with  that  gallant  body  during 
the  great  campaigns  which  included  many  of  the 
hardest  fought  battles  of  the  war,  among  them 
Shiloh,  Perryville,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga 
and  Missionary  Ridge.  At  Stone  River,  for 
instance,  fifty  per  cent  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Indi- 
ana regiment  were  numbered  with  the  killed, 
wounded  or  captured.  In  1864  Mr.  Burns  was 
appointed  special  military  agent  of  the  state  of 
Indiana  at  Nashville,  and  among  other  affairs 
entrusted  to  his  care  issued  eighteen  thousand 
furloughs  to  troops  desiring  to  attend  the  fall 
elections  of  1864.  Subsequently  he  was  assigned 
to  duty  at  the  headquarters  of  Gen.  J.  F.  Miller, 
post  commandant  at  Nashville,  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  at  that  place.  On  the  following  Christ- 
mas day  he  started  from  New  York  to  Savannah, 
where  lie  joined  his  regiment,  which  had  made 
the  historic  march  to  the  sea  through  Georgia. 
During  the  ensuing  weeks  several  hard  fought 
battles  occurred  in  which  the  regiment  took  an 
active  part,  including  Bentonville  and  Avervs- 
boro,  in  the  latter  losing  fully  one-third  of  its 
men.  Mr.  Burns  served  in  various  capacities 
during  this  period  of  the  war,  as  corporal,  ser- 
geant and  hospital  steward.  He  was  retained 
in  North  Carolina  in  the  trying  days  of  the  re- 
construction, and  finally  started  northward  Julv 
22,  1865,  to  lie  mustered  out  of  the  service  in 
Indianapolis,  August  8,  his  time  in  the  armv 
thus  lacking  only  eight  days  of  being  four  vears. 

Returning  to  Missouri  Mr.  Burns  became  a 
deputy  in  the  office  of  his  father,  then  countv 
clerk,  and  within  two  rears  engaged  in  farm- 
ing near  Peru,  Ind.  From  186S  to  1870  he 
resided  in  lola,  Kans.,  and  then  pre-empted  a 
farm  in  Wilson  county,  same  state.  In  1876  he 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in  lola,  and 
two  years  later  turned  his  attention  to  running  a 
hardware  and  implement  business  in  the  same 
town.  From  1880  to  1882  he  acted  in  the  capac- 
ity of  county  clerk,  and  in  1884  became  a sales- 
man for  a large  implement  house.  In  t886  he 
located  in  Harper,  Kans.,  though  still  traveling 
in  the  same  line  of  trade.  In  1S88  he  was 
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chosen  to  serve  as  deputy  to  the  county  register 
of  deeds,  but  resigned  in  order  to  come  to  Okla- 
homa in  the  spring  of  1889. 

On  that  22nd  of  April  Mr.  Burns  arrived  in 
Kingfisher  and  sixteen  days  later  was  appointed 
city  clerk,  an  office  which  he  retained  only  until 
the  following  November,  when  he  went  to  live 
upon  the  claim  which  he  had  taken  up  in  Cimar- 
ron township,  five  miles  northeast  of  the  city. 
In  January,  1890,  however,  he  was  appointed 
contest  clerk  in  the  United  States  land  office  and 
served  as  such  for  eighteen  months.  For  sev- 
eral years,  or  until  1896,  he  remained  on  his 
farm,  and  then  accepted  a position  as  salesman 
with  the  W.  H.  Mead  Agricultural  Implement 
Company.  In  1898  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  to  the  county  clerkship,  receiving  a 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  votes, 
though  he  defeated  a fusion  ticket,  which,  two 
years  previously,  had  received  a majority  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  votes.  He  has 
always  been  a stalwart  Republican,  and  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  that  party  in  this  territory. 
For  four  years  he  was  the  chairman  of  the  King- 
fisher County  Republican  Central  committee, 
and  his  influence  cannot  be  overestimated.  In 
every  official  capacity  he  has  given  complete 
satisfaction,  and  as  county  clerk  he  is  adding 
fresh  laurels  to  those  already  won.  He  so  thor- 
oughly keeps  up  with  his  work  that,  far  from 
being  dilatory  with  his  accounts,  as  men  in  a 
similar  position  frequently  are,  he  has  his  tax 
rolls  finished  two  months  or  more  before  the 
allotted  time  for  their  completion. 

In  Grand  Army  circles  Mr.  Burns  is  extremely 
popular.  A charter  member  of  Kingfisher  Post 
No.  8,  G.  A.  R.,  he  is  past  commander  of  the 
same.  In  1891  he  was  appointed  to  the  post  of 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  department  of 
Oklahoma,  in  1896  was  appointed  assistant  to 
the  adjutant-general,  and  in  1899  was  raised  to 
the  position  of  adjutant-general  with  the  rank  of 
colonel,  besides  which  he  has  acted  on  the  staffs 
of  two  national  commanders.  He  is  also  a 
Mason,  first  belonging  to  Versailles  Lodge  No. 
1 17,  in  Missouri,  and  now  being  connected  with 
Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
which  he  is  now  the  secretary. 

In  1865  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Burns  and  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Duff,  a native  of  Miami  county,  Ind., 
was  solemnized  in  Mexico,  Ind.  Their  eldest 
child,  Rhoda,  is  the  wife  of  L.  C.  Could,  of 
Thomas,  Okla.,  and  P.  R.,  the  next  in  order  of 
birth,  is  a farmer  in  that  locality.  Sarah  E.,  who 
for  several  years  was  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching,  is  a deputy  county  clerk.  James  A. 
and  Elgia  L.  complete  the  family.  Mrs.  Burns 
is  actively  associated  with  the  Ladies  of  the  G. 
A.  R.,  is  past  president  of  the  local  circle,  and 
past  president  of  the  department  of  Oklahoma. 


She  is  also  a valued  worker  and  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city. 


HL.  MILLER.,  a retired  and  highly  es- 
# teemed  citizen  of  Guthrie,  is  deserving  of 
a place  on  the  rolls  of  honor  of  his  coun- 
try, as  he  gave  some  of  his  best  years  to  her 
preservation,  and  has  ever  striven  to  promote 
the  permanent  welfare  of  every  state  in  which  he 
has  dwelt.  The  prosperity  which  he  now  enjoys 
is  justly  merited,  as  for  several  decades  he  was 
actively  occupied  in  business  enterprises  and 
amassed  his  competency  by  hard,  honest  labor 
and  good  financial  ability. 

The  Miller  family,  of  which  he  is  a worthy 
representative,  originated  in  Pennsylvania  sev- 
eral generations  ago.  His  grandfather,  Peter, 
and  his  father,  John  Miller,  were  also  natives  of 
the  Keystone  state,  as  was  his  maternal  grand- 
father. In  the  pioneer  days  of  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  John  Miller  became  one  of  its 
settlers,  and  there  met  and  married  Rebecca 
Carroll,  whose  birth  had  occurred  in  that  local- 
ity in  1809.  In  1835  the  couple  went  to  Wil- 
liams county,  same  state,  when  it  was  an  almost 
uninhabited  wilderness.  Buying  a farm  of  the 
government  at  the  regulation  price  of  $1.25  an 
acre,  tlic  father  diligently  set  about  the  great 
task  which  was  before  him,  the  clearing  away  of 
the  heavy  timber  with  which  it  wras  encumbered. 
It  was  not  until  1864' that  he  sold  the  homestead 
and  removed  to  Bryan,  the  countv  seat,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  in  t888,  when  he  was  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year.  After  surviving-  him  three  years  the 
devoted  wife  passed  to  the  silent  land.  Their 
eldest  child,  Mrs.  Sabina  Rowley,  resides  in  An- 
gola, Ind.;  William,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
gold  prospectors  in  California,  lives  in  Williams 
county,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Harriet  Willett  is  a resident 
of  Bryan,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Galbraith  has  her 
home  in  Yale,  Iowa;  Daniel  B.  is  one  of  the 
prominent  cattlemen  of  Mitchell,  S.  D..  and  Mrs. 
Ellen  Preston  lives  at  Coon  Rapids,  Iowa. 

The  birth  of  PI.  L.  P tiller  occurred  December 
13,  1840,  on  the  old  farm  near  Unitv.  Williams 
county,  Ohio.  Completing  his  education  in  the 
high  school  of  Unity,  he  then  started  on  a trip 
through  the  west.  At  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  in  i860, 
he  joined  the  pioneer  stage  driver,  "Bob"  Wil- 
lard. and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  spent  in  trav- 
ersing the  Platte  and  South  Platte  river  courses 
and  the  intervening  territory  arrived  at  Denver. 
Then  he  proceeded  to  Black  Hawk,  Idaho 
Springs  and  other  points,  and  for  three  months 
was  engaged  in  mining.  In  the  autumn  he 
turned  his  face  toward  home  and  crossed  the 
plains  with  a freighting  partv. 

\\  hen  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon  bv  the 
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Confederates  young  Miller  lost  no  time  in  volun- 
teering to  assist  in  putting  down  the  rebellion, 
but  was  prevented  in  his  purpose  of  enlisting  in 
the  service  by  his  friends  and  relatives.  How- 
ever, in  July,  1861,  he  was  about  to  join  the  First 
Ohio  Cavalry,  but  on  account  of  a little  dissen- 
sion in  regard  to  officers  finally  enlisted  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  August  21st, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  service  as  a private. 
In  the  gallant  army  of  the  Cumberland,  which 
saw  as  hard  campaigns  as  any  waged  during  the 
war,  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge 
and  Lookout  Mountain,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1864  marched  through  Georgia,  where,  for 
months,  he  and  his  comrades  were  under  almost 
constant  fire.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
important  battles  of  Dallas,  Resaca,  Peach  Tree 
Creek,  Buzzards'  Roost,  siege  of  Atlanta,  Love- 
joy’s  Station  and  Jonesboro.  In  October,  1864, 
he  was  mustered  out  as  quartermaster’s  sergeant, 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  after  having  been  in  the 
service  for  thirty-seven  and  a half  months. 

Locating  upon  a one-hundred-and-seventy- 
five-acre  farm,  Mr.  Miller  was  numbered  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  until  the  fall 
of  1868,  when  he  settled  near  Panora,  Guthrie 
county,  Iowa.  During  the  fourteen  years  of  his 
residence  there  he  improved  a farm  and  became 
well  known  as  a successful  business  man.  His 
high  standing  in  the  community  was  shown  by 
his  being  called  to  the  important  office  of  county 
commissioner,  and.  after  acting  in  that  capacity 
five  years,  he  resigned  and  went  to  Coon  Rapids, 
Iowa,  where  he  started  the  private  city  bank. 
The  institution  was  in  a most  flourishing  condi- 
tion while  he  was  at  its  head — some  twelve  years 
— and  in  the  spring  of  1894  he  sold  out  and  came 
to  Guthrie.  He  still  owns  some  excellent  Iowa 
farms  and  has  considerable  money  invested  in 
live  stock,  being  fed  for  the  markets.  He  also 
is  the  owner  of  several  valuable  farms  in  Logan 
county,  and  built  the  handsome  modern  house 
in  which  he  dwells,  six  years  ago. 

In  1867  Mr.  Miller  married  Elizabeth  A. 
Stough.  in  Pulaski,  Ohio,  of  which  place  she  is 
a native.  Her  grandfather,  William  Stough,  and 
parents,  Col.  William  and  Sarah  (Reading) 
Stough,  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  were 
pioneers  of  Richland  county,  Ohio.  The  father, 
who  dwelt  in  Williams  county,  same  state,  for 
many  years,  lived  in  Dakota  for  a period,  but 
spent  his  last  years  in  the  Buckeye  state,  dying 
in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  While  the  Civil  war 
was  in  progress  he  served  as  captain  of  Company 
H,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  resigned  on 
account  of  poor  health.  Later  he  became  a cap- 
tain in  the  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  colonel,  being  brevetted 
brigadier-general  ere  lie  was  mustered. out.  One 


of  his  sons,  William  E.,  saw  service  in  the  One 
Hundredth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  now  resides  in 
Bryan,  Ohio,  and  a daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Vetter, 
lives  in  Cedar  county,  Iowa.  Their  mother  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  Ohio  home  when  in  her 
forty-sixth  year,  and  seven  of  her  children  have 
passed  to  the  better  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
have  lost  three  children,  namely:  Josephine, 
Winona  and  Fay  Edna,  aged,  respectively,  six, 
three  and  thirteen  years.  Mrs.  Clara  Whitacre, 
of  Magnolia,  Ohio,  is  a graduate  of  Drake  Uni- 
versity; Frank  S.,  now  managing  a large  farm 
adjacent  to  Guthrie,  is  a graduate  of  Drake 
University,  and  Charles  W.,  a successful  attor- 
ney-at-law in  San  Francisco,  received  his  higher 
education  in  the  Iowa  state  university  and  was 
graduated  in  Leland  Stanford  College,  Cal. 

Politically. Mr.  Miller  is  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  While  a resident  of  Coon  Rap- 
ids, he  was  initiated  into  Masonry,  and  has  taken 
the  Knight  Templar  degree,  being  a member  of 
the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery.  He  also  is 
a Grand  Army  man,  still  holding  his  membership 
in  Perry  Wright  Post,  in  Coon  Rapids,  which 
he  joined  in  1881,  and  also  is  connected  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  of  that  place. 
Mrs.  Miller  is  a Presbyterian  in  religious  faith, 
and  both  are  loyal  supporters  of  religious  and 
benevolent  work. 


GEORGE  NEWLAND.  For  seventeen 
years  George  Xewland  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  grain ’business  of  tire  great 
central  west  and  has  handled  enormous  quanti- 
ties of  thecereals  which  are  bringing  vast  wealth 
into  the  country  and  spreading  the  fame  of  the 
United  States  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 
During  the  eight  years  of  his  residence  in  Okla- 
homa he  has  been  a prominent  factor  in  its  up- 
building and  prosperity,  and  is  well  entitled  to  a 
permanent  place  in  her  pioneer  history. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman. 
Ihomas  Xewland,  was  born  in  Brighton,  Eng- 
land, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  came  to  this 
land,  becoming  a resident  of  Saybrook,  McLean 
county,  111.,  where  he  soon  was  numbered  among 
the  well-to-do,  practical  agriculturists.  He  de- 
parted this  life  in  1862,  and  his  devoted  wife 
died  in  1886.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Eliza  Owens,  and  was  a native  of  Xenia,  Greene 
county,  Ohio.  Her  father,  Samuel  Owens,  like- 
wise was  born  in  the  Buckeye  state,  and  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Savbrook. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Thomas  and 
Eliza  Xewland  six  survive,  and  of  the  number, 
George  Xewland,  the  third  in  order  of  birth, 
was  born  in  Saybrook  March  18,  1850.  He  was 
reared  to  the  duties  of  the  farm  and  received  his 
elementary  education  in  the  local  schools,  com- 
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pitting  his  studies  in  the  Saybrook  high  school. 
Then  he  commenced  farming  upon  his  own  ac- 
count and  remained  in  Illinois  until  the  Centen- 
nial year,  when  he  went  to  Cnion  county,  Iowa. 
There  he  again  was  occupied  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  two  years,  after  which  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & Quincy 
Railroad,  at  Creston,  Iowa,  and  was  a machinist 
in  the  shops. 

In  1883  Mr.  Newland  embarked  in  the  grain 
business  at  Emerson,  Iowa,  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing ten  years  was  extensively  interested  in 
the  trade.  In  December,  1892,  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa, which  was  rapidly  coming  into  the  front 
ranks  of  cereal  producing  countries,  and,  set- 
tling in  the  town  of  Yukon,  was  the  first  grain 
dealer  of  that  vicinity.  He  built  the  first  elevator 
there,  and  as  its  capacity  was  ten  thousand  bush- 
els he  handled  a large  amount  of  grain  in  the 
course  of  a season.  Remaining  in  the  place 
until  1898  he  then  removed  to  Waukomis,  where 
he  erected  the  first  elevator  there.  At  the  end  of 
a year  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  business 
and  came  to  Kingfisher.  Here,  within  a little 
more  than  a year,  lie  has  become  well  known  in 
business  circles,  and  has  established  an  enviable 
reputation  for  enterprise  and  integrity.  He  is 
the  manager  and  buyer  for  the  El  Reno  Mill  & 
Elevator  Company,  and  the  elevator  which  he 
supervises  has  a capacity  of  twenty  thousand 
bushels.  Mr.  Newland  is  identifying  himself 
with  numerous  local  enterprises  and  is  liberal 
and  public-spirited.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  politically 
he  is  independent. 

Recently  Mr.  Newland  built  a pleasant  mod- 
ern residence  for  himself  and  family  in  an  at- 
tractive section  of  the  city.  He  was  married  in 
Afton,  Iowa,  September  18,  1879,  A I i s s Mary  O. 
Comstock  being  the  lady  of  his  choice.  She  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  her  birth  having  occurred  near 
Peoria.  The  five  children  of  this  sterling  couple, 
Gerlia  O.,  Aura  W.,  Yale  A.,  Aral  L.  and  Beree 
I'.,  are  living  under  the  parental  roof. 


FRANK  OLSMITH.  who  holds  the  record 
for  the  best  shooting  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  is  a gunsmith  at  Guthrie,  and  in  his 
store,  at  No.  1 1 5 Division  street,  carries  a fine 
line  of  guns  and  general  sporting  goods. 

Mr.  Olsmith  was  born  in  Winesburgh,  Holmes 
county.  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  George  E.  and 
Anna  E.  (Kinsley)  Smith.  His  great-grand- 
father was  Rev.  George  bred  Smith,  a Lutheran 
minister  and  a college  professor  of  Germany. 
Christian  Smith,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  in  1797. 
and  was  a goldsmith  and  jeweler  by  trade.  He 
and  Elder  Drexel  came  to  America  on  the  same 


ship  in  1817,  settling  in  Philadelphia.  He  fol- 
lowed his  trade  there,  and  later  organized  a Ger- 
man colony  and  founded  the  village  of  Wines- 
burgh, Holmes  county,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged 
at  his  trade. 

George  E.  Smith  was  born  in  Philadelphia. 
Pa.,  and  became  a farmer  and  a merchant  at 
Winesburgh,  Ohio.  In  1855  he  went  west  to 
Kansas,  to  assist  the  free  state  men,  taking  his 
family  there  two  years  later.  He  settled  on  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  con- 
tinued there  until  the  war.  He  served  as  adju- 
tant of  the  Twenty-first  Kansas  Infantry,  and 
was  in  Trice's  raid  at  Westport  and  Blue  River. 
He  also  served  in  the  Mexican  war  as  a lieuten- 
ant-colonel in  the  Eirst  Ohio  Rifles,  continuing 
throughout  the  war.  He  had  previous  to  that 
time  been' a captain  in  the  Third  Ohio  Regiment. 
He  continued  to  farm  in  Kansas  until  his  death 
in  1897,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  He 
married  Anna  E.  Kinsley,  who  was  born  in  Can- 
ton Berne,  Switzerland,  and  comes  of  an  old 
family  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany.  The  familv 
left  there  about  the  year  1500,  going  to  Switz- 
erland, and  one  of  its  members  was  a member  of 
the  "Peace  Conference”  at  The  Hague  in  the  in- 
terests of  peace.  Her  grandfather  was  a tanner 
in  Switzerland.  Her  father,  Samuel  Kinsley, 
brought  the  family  to  this  country  and  located 
at  Winesburgh,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  as  a tanner  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Mrs. 
Smith  died  in  Kansas.  Of  ten  children  born  to 
them  but  four  are  now  living.  All  but  our  sub- 
ject reside  in  Ohio. 

Frank  Olsmith  was  born  April  26,  1849,  and 
was  reared  in  Ohio  until  1857,  when  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Kansas,  where  he  attended 
the  district  schools.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  en- 
listed in  Company  I,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry, 
and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kans.,  and  from  there  .sent  to  Missouri. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  at  Westport,  Inde- 
pendence, and  Blue  River,  and  then  his  company 
was  detached  to  patrol  the  Missouri  river.  La- 
ter, as  a body  guard,  they  accompanied  Vice- 
President  Foster  and  a congressional  committee 
to  hort  Lnion,  N.  M.,  to  investigate  the  Indian 
troubles.  I hey  returned  to  Leavenworth,  Kans., 
with  Kit  Carson;  and  were  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice in  May.  1866.  During  the  war  his  companv 
also  served  as  escort  to  the  pavmaster  at  Fort 
Gibson.  He  remained  in  Kansas  until  1868,  in 
1866  having  taken  up  the  trade  of  a gunsmith  in 
Lawrence.  In  December,  1869,  he  was  appointed 
■'gunsmith  for  the  Sac  and  Fox  Agcncv,  and  re- 
mained there  until  1879.  Ilis  postoffice  was  at 
( )kmulgec.  and  a colored  man  by  name  of  Smith 
received  a greater  part  of  his  mail . 1 fis  name  pre- 
vious to  this  time  had  been  Oliver  E.  Smith,  but 
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to  avoid  future  difficulties  he  annexed  the  Ol  of 
Oliver  to  his  surname,  making  it  Frank  Olsmith. 
This  change  was  effected  at  Topeka,  Kans.,  by 
act  of  the  legislature.  In  1877  he  began  to  work 
up  an  Indian  trade  in  partnership  with  Louis 
and  Picket,  and  in  1879  went  to  Waco,  a new 
town  in  Texas,  where  he  established  a gun  store. 
Two  years  later  he  went  to  El  Paso,  Tex.,  and 
six  weeks  later  to  San  Antonio,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  line  of  business  for  six  years.  He  then 
located  at  Paris,  Tex.,  until  the  opening  of  Okla- 
homa. April  2 2.  1889,  hc  located  at  Guthrie,  on 
the  east  corner  of  Harrison  and  Division  streets, 
where  he  built  a small  shop  and  conducted  the 
first  gun  store  in  Oklahoma.  He  is  now  located 
at  Xo.  115  Division  street,  and  has  the  largest 
store  of  the  kind  in  the  territory.  He  also  han- 
dles sporting  goods  of  every  type,  and  cigars, 
and  formerly  manufactured  guns  and  rifles.  He 
has  the  record  for  the  best  shooting  in  this  sec- 
tion and  also  won  a number  of  medals  in  other 
states  in  which  he  has  contested. 

Air.  Olsmith  was  united  in  marriage  in  Wines- 
burgh,  Ohio,  with  Emma  A.  Iseley,  who  was 
born  at  Millersburg,  Ohio,  and  by  whom  he  has 
four  children:  Vernon  G..  Edwin  S.,  Bessie  A., 
and  Mary.  He  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  served 
as  police  judge  one  term,  also  two  terms  as  coun- 
cilman for  the  third  ward,  and  was  a member 
of  the  first  legal  city  council.  He  is  a member 
of  Hartranft  Post  Xo.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he 
was  chaplain;  and  Woodmen  of  the  World.  Re- 
ligiously his  wife  is  a Methodist.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Guthrie  Commercial  Club  and  is  one 
of  the  business  committee:  and  is  secretarv  and 
treasurer  of  the  Guthrie  Gun  Club. 


HOMAS  F.  PHILLIPS.  The  first  mem- 
bers of  the  Phillips  family  in  America  came 
here  from  Germany  at  an  early  day  and  set- 
tled in  Xorth  Carolina.  The  first  relative  of 
whom  there  is  a distinct  recollection  is  the  grand- 
father, Abraham,  who  was  born  in  Xorth  Caro- 
lina and  became  a pioneer  in  the  early  history  of 
Indiana.  His  efforts  were  later  cast  in  Caldwell 
county.  Mo.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  His  son  Andrew,  the  father  of 
1 liomas  F.,  was  born  in  Xew  Salem,  Washing- 
ton county,  Ind.,  and  in  1853  located  in  Logan 
county.  111.,  where  lie  died  in  1S54.  His  wife, 
Jemima  (Batts')  Phillips,  was  born  in  Indiana, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Rinehart  Ratts,  of  Xorth 
t arolina.  who  early  settled  in  Indiana,  and  died 
there.  His  wife  is  now  residing  in  Atlanta.  111., 
and  is  over  seventy-six  years  of  age.  She 
became  the  mother  of  seven  children:  Jacob  en- 
listed in  the  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Regiment 
'hiring  the  Civil  war  and  is  now  residing  in  Cald- 
well county,  Mo.;  Rinehart  enlisted  in  the 


Twentv-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  died  in  the 
service;  Ransom  served  in  the  Sixty-eighth  Illi- 
nois, and  now  lives  in  Logan  county,  Ilk:  Abra- 
ham is  in  Kingfisher,  Okla. ; Milton  died  in 
Logan  county.  111.;  Thomas  F.  is  living  in  King- 
fisher; and  Albert  was  burned  to  death  when 
very  young. 

Born  February  18,  1849,  'n  Logan  county,  111., 
Thomas  F.  Phillips  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
township.  During  April.  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  at  Springfield,  111.,  and  was  sent 
into  Missouri,  under  General  Siegel,  to  deal  with 
General  Price.  They  assisted  in  putting  an  end 
to  his  activities  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  He 
was  mustered  out  of  service  after  six  months  and 
returned  to  his  former  home  in  Logan  county, 
where  he  again  engaged  in  his  former  occupation 
of  farming. 

In  1866  Mr.  Phillips  settled  in  Jasper  county, 
Mo.,  near  Carthage,  where  he  owned  a farm  of 
two  hundred  acres,  and  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  In  1873  'ie 
changed  his  occupation  to  that  of  grocer,  the 
place  of  business  being  located  in  the  city  of 
Carthage.  Xot  content  to  remain  there  in- 
definitely. he  engaged  in  the  flour  business  in 
Joplin.  Mo.,  for  about  two  years,  after  which  he 
returned  to  his  farm  in  the  country  and  contin- 
ued to  buy  and  sell  stock  until  1886.  After  sell- 
ing out  the  large  farm  and  its  furnishings  he 
located  in  Ford  county,  Ivans.,  where  he  bought 
a farm  eight  miles  from  Dodge  City,  stocked  it. 
and  proceeded  to  engage  in  general  fanning  and 
stock  raising.  At  the  opening  of  Oklahoma  he 
made  the  run  from  the  state  line  and  located 
near  Kingfisher,  where  he  conducted  a large 
dairy  business,  having  brought  with  him  to  the 
territory  a drove  of  milch  cows.  When  on  the 
road  to  a prosperous  and  paying  business,  a 
drove  of  Texas  cattle  came  through  the  county, 
some  of  thtm  straying  to  his  land,  and, ‘from 
association  with  their  southern  kind,  his  own 
cattle  sickened  and  died,  entailing  upon  him  al- 
most a complete  loss. 

Hoping  to  gain  a new  start,  Mr.  Phillips  lo- 
cated on  some  school  land,  where  he  farmed 
until  1885.  He  was  then  appointed  receiving- 
clerk  in  the  United  States  land  office,  under 
Caldwell  and  E.  G.  Spiltnan.  which  position  he 
filled  for  two  years,  resigning  this  place  to  be- 
come United  States  Marshal  under  Chief  Dep- 
uty Marshal  Xagle,  with  headquarters  at  Guth- 
rie, where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
administration.  In  1898  he  removed  to  King- 
fisher, where  his  first  business  efforts  were  di- 
rected to  an  interest  in  the  hardware  and  imple- 
ment trade,  under  the  firm  name  of  Conlev  X 
Phillips.  The  firm  has  been  very  successful  and 
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cater  to  a constantly  increasing  trade.  Air.  Phil- 
lips owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
six  miles  from  the  town,  at  the  mouth  of  King- 
fisher creek.  He  also  owns  a quarter  section  ten 
miles  northwest  of  Kingfisher,  on  Cooper  creek. 
Another  interest  is  that  of  the  coal  and  feed 
business,  he  being  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Phillips  & Phillips  in  Kingfisher. 

In  Jasper  county,  Mo.,  Mr.  Phillips  married 
Sarah  Baker,  who  was  born  in  Sangamon  county, 
111.,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  F.  Baker,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Her  paternal  grandfather.  Thomas  Ba- 
ker, was  a farmer  and  an  early  settler  in  Illinois. 
Her  mother,  Rebecca  Patterson,  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  reared  in  Illinois,  being  a daugh- 
ter of  James  Patterson,  an  early  settler  in  Logan 
county,  111.,  where  he  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.F.  Phillips  have  been  born  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living.  George  A.,  who  is  a farmer,  is 
living  with  his  father;  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  A.  J. 
Phillips,  of  Kingfisher;  John  F.  is  chief  clerk  in 
his  father’s  store:  and  Arthur  B.  is  with  the  feed 
business  of  Phillips  & Phillips.  Mr.  Phillips  is 
a Democrat  in  politics  and  has  been  chairman  of 
the  county  committee  for  a number  of  years,  also 
served  as  a member  of  the  territorial  Demo- 
cratic committee,  and  has  in  various  ways  been 
identified  with  the  political  doings  of  his  town- 
ship. He  is  a member  of  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  Post  No.  2,  of  Kingfisher.  With  his 
family  he  is  associated  with  the  work  and  char- 
ities of  the  Christian  Church. 


HON.  C.  T.  PROUTY.  As  a soldier,  as  a 
business  man,  and  as  a public  official,  Col. 
C.  T.  Prouty  has  made  a record  of  which 
he  may  well  be  proud.  Popular  with  all,  his 
friends  may  be  said  to  be  limited  by  the  number 
of  his  acquaintances.  At  an  early  age  he  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  to  a large  extent, 
owing  to  the  death  of  his  father,  and  therefore 
he  may  be  justly  called  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortunes. 

The  founder  of  the  Prouty  family,  to  which 
the  colonel  belongs,  was  established  in  America 
by  one  John  Prouty,  who  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent, and  whose  home  was  in  the  northern  part 
of  Ireland  prior  to  his  removal  to  the  New  World. 
Political  troubles  in  the  Emerald  Isle  led  him  to 
seek  a new  home,  and  for  years  he  was  a citizen 
of  Boston,  Mass.  Our  subject's  father.  Dr. 
Hugh  Prouty,  was  born  in  Herkimer  countv, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  his  early  manhood  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  a medical  college  at  Buffalo.  Settling  in 
Monroeville,  Ohio,  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  with  good  success,  for  rears. 
While  in  the  west  on  an  excursion  to  Sault  Saint 
Marie,  about  1X51.  he  was  accidentallv  drowned. 
II  is  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret 


Tice,  also  died  when  the  subject  of  this  article 
was  a child. 

The  birth  of  C.  T.  Prouty  occurred  in  Mon- 
roeville, Ohio,  June  12,  1840,  and,  as  previously 
noted,  he  was  left  an  orphan  ere  he  reached  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  His  school  advantages 
were  limited  and  his  youth  was  spent  in  farming. 
In  1S58  he  went  to  Carlinville,  111.,  where  lie  ob- 
tained employment  on  farms  during  the  summer 
season,  while  in  the  winter  he  taught  school,  a 
fact  which  speaks  well  for  the  studious  and  am- 
bitious spirit  which  animated  the  young  man. 

In  September,  1861,  Mr.  Prouty  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  was  mustered  into 
Company  A,  Thirty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  as 
a private  soldier.  He  served  in  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Fort 
Henry,  Donelson  and  Shiloh.  In  the  last-named 
engagement,  which  took  place  in  April,  1S62,  he 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  cap  of  his  right 
knee,  and  it  was  not  until  September,  1862,  that 
he  was  able  to  rejoin  his  regiment.  Upon  the 
recommendation  of  General  ’ Hulbert,  under 
whom  he  had  fought  gallantly  at  Shiloh,  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Yates  as  an  aide  on  his 
general's  staff,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  For  his 
conspicuous  bravery  at  Shiloh  he  was  brevetted 
lieutenant-colonel  by  Governor  Yates.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  second  battle  of  Corinth,  Miss., 
and  thereafter  was  a member  of  General  Hul- 
bert's  staff,  as  previously  mentioned. 

In  October,  1S63,  owing  to  his  physical  disa- 
bility, Colonel  Prouty  resigned  from  the  army 
and  returned  to  his  old  occupation  of  teaching. 
In  the  spring  of  1S64  he  again  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  vicinity  of 
Carlinville,  and  in  the  fall  of  1864  was  appointed 
deputy  Internal  Revenue  collector  of  the  sev- 
enth district,  but  at  the  end  of  a year  resigned  his 
office.  In  186S  he  was  honored  by  election  to 
the  Illinois  state  legislature,  where  he  served  for 
one  term  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
Then  for  a few  years  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  a mercantile  business  in  Carlinville, 
but  apparently  fate  did  not  destine  him  to  the 
private  walks  of  life  for  any  length  of  time,  as 
in  1874  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  his  town 
by  President  Grant.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  he  was  favored  with  reappointment  by 
Hayes,  and  again  in  1882  by  Arthur.  After  offi- 
ciating in  that  position  for  twelve  years,  or  until 
a change  of  administration  rendered  his  resigna- 
tion advisable,  he  concluded  to  remove  to  the 
west. 

Fourteen  years  ago  Colonel  Proutv  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business  at  Dighton, 
lxans.,  and  for  four  years  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess in  the  enterprise.  In  the  spring  of  1890 
he  became  a resident  of  Kingfisher,  where  lie 
established  a thriving  real  estate,  loan  and  insur- 
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ance  business.  His  former  experience  was  re- 
enacted, as  he  soon  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
public  as  a leading  Republican,  and  his  general 
ability  and  fitness  for  office  led  to  his  nomina- 
tion for  council,  and  although  Callahan,  his 
opponent,  was  extremely  popular  with  his  party, 
the  colonel  was  elected  for  Kingfisher  and  Blaine 
counties.  In  the  Third  General  Assembly  of 
Oklahoma  he  played  a very  important  part,  as  he 
was  chairman  of  the  committees  on  railroads  and 
agriculture,  and  was  a member  of  committees  on 
county  affairs,  ways  and  means  and  others. 
Among  the  numerous  bills  in  which  he  was  spe- 
cially interested,  those  relating  to  the  council 
and  to  fees  and  salaries  occupied  much  of  his 
attention.  In  1899  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Barnes  to  his  present  responsible  office— 
that  of  chief  grain  inspector  of  the  territory,  this 
office  having  been  created  by  the  Fifth  General 
Assembly  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
local  grain  merchants,  as  well  as  the  farmers 
of  this  region. 

Always  a fervent  believer  in  the  platform  of 
the  Republican  party,  Colonel  Prouty  early  be- 
came an  active  worker  in  the  ranks,  and  from 
1864  to  18S6,  while  he  lived  in  Illinois,  he  was 
sent  as  a delegate  to  every  Republican  state  con- 
vention. He  is  now  a member  of  the  Kingfisher 
county  Republican  central  committee,  and  is 
considered  an  important  factor  in  local  politics. 
The  interest  which  he  developed  in  the  cause 
of  education  while  he  was  a young'  man  has  only 
deepened  in  the  intervening  time,  and  during  the 
period  when  the  schoolhouses  here  were  in  proc- 
ess of  construction  he  was  president  of  the  school 
board — some  four  years — and  is  yet  connected 
with  that  honorable  body.  A charter  member 
and  first  master  of  Dighton  Lodge,  of  Dighton, 
Kans.,  and  a charter  member  of  Kingfisher 
Lodge  Xo.  8,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  the  colonel  has 
been  identified  with  the  order  since  1865,  when 
he  was  initiated  into  its  mysteries  in  Carlinville, 
111.  He  was  the  commander  of  Grand  Army 
posts  in  Illinois  and  Kansas,  and  is  now  con- 
nected with  Kingfisher  Post  Xo.  2,  G.  A.  R. 
Religiously,  he  is  a Congregationalist,  and  is  a 
trustee  and  active  worker  in  the  Kingfisher 
church. 

February  12,  1863.  the  marriage  of  Colonel 
Prouty  and  Miss  Julia  F.  Van  Osdell,  of  Carlin- 
ville, 111.,  was  celebrated  in  that  place.  Her 
father.  Joseph  Van  Osdell,  was  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  her  mother,  whose  name  in  girl- 
hood was  Lucinda  Burford,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky. The  first  child  of  our  subject  and  wife, 
V illiam,  a young  man  of  great  promise,  and  a 
graduate  of  Blackburn  University,  departed  this 
life  at  Dighton,  when  in  his  twenty-fifth  year. 
I rank,  the  only  remaining  son.  is  now  acting  as 
assistant  grain  inspector,  with  his  father.  The 


elder  daughter,  Mrs.  Alberta  Wilkinson,  is  a 
resident  of  Kingfisher,  and  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  Ida  R.,  lives  at  home,  and  is  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of 
Kingfisher. 


Clarence  sibley  petty,  m.  d.  b>- 

diligent  study  and  perseverance,  in  which 
he  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  his 
profession,  Dr.  Petty  stands  as  one  of  the  rising 
young  physicians  of  Guthrie,  and  also  stands 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  physicians. 
He  was  born  in  Gadsden,  Ala.,  November  11, 
1871,  and  is  a son  of  James  S.  Petty,  who  was 
also  a physician. 

Stephen  Petty,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Pittsburg,  near  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry.  From  there  he  moved  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Selma,  Ala.,  where  he  owned  a large  cotton 
plantation,  operated  by  his  many  slaves.  After 
the  close  of  the  Rebellion  he  went  to  Tampa, 
Fla.,  where  he  passed  his  remaining  days.  James 
S.  Petty  was  an  only  child,  and  at  seventeen  he 
graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina; it  being  his  desire  to  take  up  medicine,  he 
entered  Tulane  Medical  College,  but  before  he 
could  complete  his  course  the  Rebellion  broke 
out  and  he  became  a private  in  an  Alabama  regi- 
ment, under  General  Hood.  He  served  through- 
out that  deadly  struggle.  At  the  battles  of 
Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and  Nashville  his  regiment 
was  shot  all  to  pieces. 

After  the  war  had  been  brought  to  a close  he 
completed  his  medical  course  and  then  began  to 
practice  at  Demopolis,  Ala.,  but  from  there  went 
to  Gadsden,  where  he  continued  his  practice 
until  death  claimed  him  in  1873.  He  married 
Miss  Ada  Weisinger,  who  was  born  in  Dallas 
county,  Ala.,  being  a daughter  of  Jesse  Weis- 
inger, who  was  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  a 
planter.  Her  grandfather  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many, but  lived  in  South  Carolina  for  many 
years.  After  the  death  of  James  S.  Petty  his 
wife  was  married  to  Rev.  William  Temple  Allan, 
who  is  an  Episcopal  rector  in  Springfield,  Mo. 

Dr.  Clarence  S.  Petty  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Alabama.  After  receiving  an  academic 
education  he  entered  the  University  of  Alabama, 
at  Tuscaloosa,  and  was  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution in  1892,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
lie  then  went  to  Fort  Smith.  Ark.,  where  he  took 
a course  in  business,  and  he  afterward  taught  in 
the  business  college.  As  he  had  always  been 
desirous  of  taking  up  medicine,  lie  pursued  his 
studies  in  that  line  in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Daily. 
When  he  quit  teaching,  in  1S94.  he  entered  the 
Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  and 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1897,  being 
one  of  the  seven  who  received  honors  out  of  a 
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class  of  fifty-seven.  In  May  of  1897  chose 
Guthrie  and  vicinity  as  his  field  of  operation,  and 
now  has  a fine  suite  of  office  rooms  in  the  Good- 
rich block,  on  the  corner  of  Oklahoma  and  h irst 
streets.  He  has  already  built  up  a lucrative 
practice  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  a member  and  ves- 
tryman in  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Petty  was  married  on  Monday  evening, 
December  31,  1900,  to  Miss  Mary  Nicholas, 
daughter  of  Rev.  A.  B.  Nicholas,  of  Guthrie. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  GRAY,  one  of  Okla- 
homa's most  prominent  and  representa- 
tive business  men,  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Guthrie  since  the  opening 
days  of  the  territory,  and  for  the  past  few  years 
has  devoted  his  time  to  the  real  estate  and  loan 
business,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful. 
Being  a man  of  business  ability,  he  has  always 
made  a success  of  his  undertakings,  and  is  es- 
teemed as  one  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  his  adopted 
city.  He  is  a native  of  Manistee,  Mich.,  and  a 
son  of  John  Gray,  who  was  a native  of  York- 
shire, England. 

Our  subject's  grandfather  was  the  familv  emi- 
grant, and  he  brought  his  wife  and  two  sons  with 
him.  He  settled  in  Michigan,  and  was  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  Our  subject's  father. 
John  Gray,  also  took  up  farming  in  Michigan, 
and  is  now  past  his  seventy-eighth  year  in  life. 
He  married  Miss  Rebecca  Cavell,  who  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  of  French  descent.  Her 
father  resided  in  England  and  was  engaged  in 
the  boating  business.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  our  subject's  parents,  namely:  Charles  R.,  of 
Riverside,  Cal.:  William  Henry;  Marv  E„  de- 
ceased: George  E.,  a traveling  salesman,  residing 
in  Denver,  Colo.,  who  came  to  Oklahoma  at  the 
time  it  was  opened,  and  was  a partner  with  our 
subject  many  years,  meantime  serving  on  the 
first  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Logan 
county,  but  in  1897  left  Oklahoma  for  Denver: 
Alfred  J.,  who  resides  in  Riverside.  Cal.:  Flor- 
ence, of  Travis  City,  Mich.:  Frederick  W.,  a 
merchant  of  Ponca,  Okla.:  and  Albert  E.,  who  is 
a resident  of  Blackburn,  Okla. 

William  Henry  Grav  was  born  August  22, 
1852,  and  spent  his  early  boyhood  days  at  home 
assisting  his  father  and  attending  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  communitv.  At  fourteen 
years  he  went  to  work  in  a lumber  mill,  but  in 
1878  he  went  to  Burrton.  Harvcv  countv,  Kans.. 
where  he  entered  into  partnership  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  with  I).  B.  Pennock.  under  the  firm 
name  of  Pennock  & Gray.  Selling  out  in  1882 
he  located  in  Udall,  Cowley  countv,  Kans.,  where 
he  and  his  brother  George  carried  on  a mercan- 
tile business  under  the  name  of  Grav  Brothers, 


and  were  also  interested  in  the  L'dall  Milling 
Company.  April  22,  1889,  they  located  in  Guth- 
rie, Okla.,  arriving  in  Guthrie  on  the  second  train 
from  the  north  at  two  o’clock.  The  following- 
year  they  disposed  of  their  business  interest  in 
Udall,  Kans.  They  first  bought  a lot,  and  later  in- 
creased their  possessions  by  buying  the  adjacent 
lots,  50x140  feet,  on  the  corner  of  Oklahoma  and 
Division  streets.  Building  a store,  they  carried 
on  a wholesale  grocery  and  queensware  business. 
To  accommodate  their  constantly  increasing- 
trade,  they  built  a block,  25x80,  on  the  corner 
lot;  this  they  enlarged  in  1893  t°  5°XI4°  feet, 
their  building  being  known  as  the  Gray  Broth- 
ers’ block.  It  is  a two-story  building  and  one  of 
the  best  in  Guthrie.  The  Gray  Brothers  mer- 
cantile firm  was  dissolved  in  1893,  and  our  sub- 
ject has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the  real  es- 
tate and  loan  business.  He  is  interested  in  the 
W.  II.  Coyle  Oil  Company,  and  he  has  taken  a 
very  prominent  part  in  having  railroad  com- 
panies extend  their  roads  into  Guthrie.  He  owns 
a fine  home  at  No.  612  East  Noble  street,  which 
he  erected  in  1894. 

At  Burrton,  Ivans.,  Mr.  Gray  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Cone,  a native  of 
Memphis,  Mo.,  and  a daughter  of  Col.  Lytnon 
Cone,  of  Burrton.  They  have  two  children — 
Edna  R.  and  Lymon  J..  both  of  whom  are  attend- 
ing high  school.  Col.  Lymon  Cone  prepared 
the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company’s  exhibit  from 
Kansas  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition.  He  also 
represented  Oklahoma  in  the  World’s  Fair  ex- 
hibit. 

Mr.  Gray  is  a prominent  Mason,  belonging  to 
Guthrie  Lodge  No.  3,  and  is  also  a member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Guthrie  Club,  an  organi- 
zation composed  of  the  prominent  business  men 
of  that  city.  He  has  recently  been  appointed  re- 
ceiver of  the  National  Bank  of  Guthrie.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a stanch  Democrat. 


T SAAC  H.  PHENIS  is  a substantial  addition 
to  the  colony  of  settlers  in  Logan  county. 
His  well-conducted  claim  is  located  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  15,  township  17, 
range  2 west.  Born  at  Kokomo,  Howard  county. 
Ind.,  Januarv  23,  T849.  he  ’s  a son  of  Solomon 
and  Sarah  (Coates)  Phenis.  When  six  years  old 
he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Lyon  county. 
Kans.,  and  settled  near  Emporia  two  years  be- 
fore that  town  was  laid  out.  For  eight  years 
they  continued  to  reside  in  that  locality,  and  he 
has  a vivid  remembrance  of  the  ruffian  border 
troubles.  The  father  took  up  a claim,  which  he 
cultivated  and  on  which  lie  conducted  a large 
cattle  business.  In  T863,  the  population  having 
increased  to  an  alarming  extent,  they  were 
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crowded  for  room,  and  so  moved  to  Greenwood 
county,  having  previously  sold  their  property  in 
Lyon  county. 

lii  1869  Isaac  H.  Phenis  went  to  Cowley 
county,  where  he  pre-empted  a claim,  on  which 
he  made  his  home  until  the  opening  of  the  Okla- 
homa strip.  He  was  married  in  1880  to  Alice 
Norton,  of  Greenwood  county,  Kans.,  a daughter 
of  Austin  and  Sarah  (Tree)  Norton.  Austin 
Norton  was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and 
survived  but  a short  time  after  his  return  from 
the  war.  - 

After  selecting  his  site  in  the  new  country  Air. 
Phenis  returned  to  Kansas  for  his  household 
goods  and  for  his  family,  and  drove  back  to  their 
future  home,  where  they  were  forced  to  live  for  a 
time  in  a tent.  He  has  since  made  many  im- 
provements on  his  land  and  is  comfortably  situ- 
ated. There  is  a flourishing  orchard  containing 
several  kinds  of  fruits  and  a garden  in  which  the 
most  tempting  vegetables  abound. 

Mr.  Phenis  is  a member  of  the  Republican 
party,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for  Grant  in 
1872.  Before  coming  to  Oklahoma  he  served 
as  a clerk,  and  for  several  terms  a member  of 
the  school  board.  In  1899,  in  Oklahoma,  he 
was  elected  assessor,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  has  given  general  satisfaction.  ■ He  is  a 
member  of  the  National  League  Association. 
To  the  charities  and  interests  of  the  Christian 
church  he  is  a liberal  contributor. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Phe- 
nis. Dora  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Hausman,  has 
three  children  and  lives  in  Lawrie  township; 
Austin  married  Anna  Hausman,  has  three  chil- 
dren and  lives  near  Perry;  Ferry  H.  married 
Nellie  Flicker,  and  they  reside  in  Guthrie,  where 
he  carries  on  a meat  market;  Harvey  H.  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty,  and  is  buried  in  Camp  Rus- 
sell cemetery;  Nora  and  Benjamin  FI.  are  at 
home. 


ROBERT  AYERS  DILLEY,  who  is  a resi- 
dent of  Logan  county,  is  accounted  among 
1 1 is  neighbors  as  one  of  the  useful  men  of 
the  community.  He  was  born  in  Guernsey 
county,  ( )hio,  March  22,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of 
Robert  and  Hannah  (McDonald)  Dilley,  the 
former  of  whom  was  of  English  ancestry  and  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  born  in 
Scotland,  from  which  she  emigrated  direct  to 
America  with  her  parents  when  a small  child. 
1 hey  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and  removed  from 
there  to  Ohio  in  its  pioneer  days.  The  elder 
1 >illev  settled  on  a farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Sen- 
ecaville,  and  there  our  subject  spent  his  boy- 
hood days.  The  father  was  an  active  business 
man,  and  in  addition  to  the  development  of  his 
land  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  oar- 
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riages  and  salt.  R.  A.  Dilley  attended  the  com- 
mon school  and  in  1856  went  into  Guthrie 
county,  Iowa,  locating  on  a farm  and  engaging 
in  live-stock  business.  In  1 86 1 he  crossed  the 
Mississippi  with  an  ox-team,  going  through 
Denver  and  locating  at  California  Gulch  (where 
Lcadville  is  now  located),  in  the  hunt  for  gold. 
He  was  quite  successful,  taking  out  about  $16 
a day,  but  was  stricken  with  mountain  fever 
and  obliged  to  return  home. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  this  experiment 
Mr.  Dilley  went  into  the  army,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  four 
years  and  about  sixteen  days.  He  was  wounded 
in  the  hand  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  He  was 
at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  at  Champion 
Hills,  Jackson,  Miss.,  went  with  General  Sher- 
man on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  took  part  in  the  grand  review 
at  Washington.  He  was  discharged  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  He  was  fortunate  in  keeping  out  of 
the  hospital,  but  in  the  last  march  through  the 
Carolinas  he  contracted  a cold  which  settled  in 
his  eyes  so  that  he  became  nearly  blind  and  had 
to  be  led  home.  For  six  years  thereafter  he  was 
an  invalid,  unable  to  do  anything  for  himself. 
Upon  his  recovery  he  engaged  in  selling  ma- 
chinery in  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Southern  Minne- 
sota and  Dakota.  Later  he  carried  on  farming 
and  stockraising  in  Guthrie  county,  Iowa. 

Coming  to  Oklahoma  in  the  fall  of  1889,  Mr. 
Dilley  located  first  on  a farm  in  Payne  county, 
where  he  operated  two  years.  In  that  county  he 
married  Aliss  Lucinda  E.  Gitner,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  McCartha,  Vinton  county,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Dilley  located  land  at  the  opening  of  the 
territory  and  now  owns  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  13,  range  2 west.  The  two  resolved  it 
was  better  to  join  their  financial  interests,  so 
Mr.  Dilley  sold  his  land  and  the  two  settled 
upon  her  claim.  They  removed  from  there  to 
Orlando  in  1896.  Of  this  union  there  are  three- 
children.  Maude  Hazel,  John  Robert  and  Charles 
Dewey  Dennis. 

Mr.  Dilley  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  1 le  has  never  sought  office,  but 
takes  a lively  interest  in  local  and  national  af- 
fairs, keeping  himself  posted  upon  current 
events.  He  became  a member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  in  Iowa. 

I ITT  AM  RITZI  I'AUPT.  Visitors  from 
eastern  cities  never  fail  in  expressing  as- 
tonishment at  the  wonderful  growth  and 
prosperity  of  Guthrie  and  Oklahoma  in  general. 
They  are  genuinely  surprised  at  the  enterprise 
of  our  merchants  and  at  the  beauty  of  our  stores 
and  public  buildings.  When,  in  their  wander- 
ings through  the  busy  streets  of  the  business 
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section,  they  conic  to  the  Vienna  Bakery  and 
Cafe,  they  are  impressed  with  this  fine  estab- 
lishment, of  which  any  metropolis  in  the  land 
might  well  be  proud.  The  proprietor,  who  is  a 
man  of  wide  experience  as  a caterer,  is  employed 
by  the  leading  citizens  of  this  place,  and  within 
a few  years  has  won  an  enviable  position  in  the 
commercial  world. 

William  Ritzhaupt  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
grandson  of  Ferdinand  Ritzhaupt,  of  Heidel- 
berg, Germany,  and,  like  them,  he  has  followed 
the  trade  of  a baker  since  he  arrived  at  maturity. 
His  grandfather  served  under  the  great  Napo- 
leon in  the  famous  march  to  Moscow,  and  Henry 
Ritzhaupt  took  part  in  the  revolution  of  1848. 
Then,  like  many  others  of  his  fellow-patriots-,  he 
fled  to  England,  where  he  remained  • until  the 
intense  feeling  had  subsided  in  his  native  land. 
He  lived  in  Southampton  during  his  stav  in  Eng- 
land and  when  he  went  back  to  Heidelberg  he 
resumed  his  old  occupation  and  made  a success 
of  the  business.  He  served  as  one  of  the  city 
councilmen  and  was  looked  up  to  as  one  of  influ- 
ence and  profound  judgment.  He  departed  this 
life  when  in  his  fiftieth  year,  and  within  a twelve- 
month  he  was  followed  to  the  grave  by  his  de- 
voted wife,  then  forty-five  years  of  age.  She  was 
Miss  Margareta  Klare  prior  to  their  marriage, 
and  of  their  three  sons  and  three  daughters  two 
are  deceased,  two  daughters  reside  in  Chicago, 
111.,  and  George  in  Wisconsin. 

William  Ritzhaupt  is  a native  of  Heidelberg, 
born  July  8,  1863.  He  was  eight  years  old  when 
he  was  left  an  orphan,  and  then  he  became  a 
ward  of  his  maternal  uncle,  who  also  was  a 
skilled  baker  and  caterer.  Before  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age  the  youth  had  not  only  mas- 
tered the  trades  of  the  relatives  mentioned,  but 
also  had  spent  about  two  years  in  learning  that 
of  making  confectionery.  In  the  spring  of  1880 
he  sailed  for  New  York  City,  on  the  steamship 
“Meine."  and  at  once  went  to  Gallion,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  abotu  one  year. 
He  then  went  to  Chicago  and  for  thrte  years 
was  employed  as  a fine  pastry  cook  in  the  Palmer 
House  and  for  two  years  was  the  head  pastrv 
cook  at  the  Tremont  House. 

In  1885  Mr.  Ritzhaupt  embarked  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  and  for  eight  months  con- 
ducted a large  and  remunerative  trade  at  his  lo- 
cation. on  Milwaukee  avenue,  Chica'go.  Then, 
selling  the  bakery  to  his  brother-in-law,  he  took 
a position  as  head  pastry  cook  at  the  Transit 
House,  same  city,  and  was  connected  with  that 
hotel  for  two  and  a half  years.  He  then  resigned 
his  place  in  order  to  take  charge  of  the  Centrop- 
olis  1 I ( itel.  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  After  two  \ ears' 
experience  in  that  venture,  in  which  he  was  i|uilc 
succvssi ill , he  disposed  ol  the  business  and  for 
the  next  eighteen  months  was  the  head  pastry 


cook  at  the  Coates  House,  in  the  same  city. 
Then  again  he  embarked  in  the  bakery  business, 
and  was  located  on  East  Twelfth  street,  Kansas* 
City,  for  a period.  In  April,  1894,  he  came  to 
Guthrie  and  started  the  Vienna  Bakery,  which 
now  is  so  justly  popular.  Until  the  spring  of 
1900  this  place  of  business  was  at  No.  1 1 1 Harri- 
son avenue,  but  recently  he  opened  his  new. 
complete  bakery  and  cafe  at  the  corner  of  ( ) k 1 a - 
homa  avenue  and  Broad  street.  Personally  he 
attended  to  the  building  of  this  substantial  store, 
which  is  25x140  feet  in  dimensions  and  two  sto- 
ries in  height.  It  is  well  appointed  in  every  re- 
spect and  the  great  ovens,  which  have  a capacity 
of  three  hundred  loaves  of  bread  at  a time,  bake 
from  two  to  three  thousand  loaves  each  day  in 
order  to  meet  the  demand.  The  proprietor  has 
made  a great  reputation  as  a manufacturer  of  ice 
cream,  and  his  attractive  cafe  parlors  are  well 
equipped  with  comforts,  including  fans  run  by 
electricity.  He  makes  a specialty  of  catering  for 
socials,  parties  and  banquets,  and  invariably 
gives  entire  satisfaction  to  the  public. 

In  1888  Air.  Ritzhaupt  married,  in  Chicago, 
Miss  Ettie  Risser,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Anna 
(Dusky)  Risser,  natives  of  West  Virginia.  She, 
too,  was  born  in  that  state,  and  was  left  father- 
less when  two  years  of  age.  He  was  financiallv 
interested  in  the  oil  wells  of  that  region,  but 
Daniel  Dusky,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ritzhaupt, 
was  one  of  the  old  planters  of  the  state,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  his  fine  estate  until  his  death, 
at  three  score  and  ten.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  and  two  of  his  sons  were  commissioned  offi- 
cers in  the  Federal  army,  and  one  of  the  sons 
was  killed  while  fighting  for  his  country.  The 
Dusky  family  is  descended  from  a Polish  gentle- 
man who  was  exiled  during'  political  revolutions, 
and,  coming  to  this  land  of  the  free,  took  up  his 
abode  in  West  Virginia.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband  Mrs.  Anna  Risser  married  Lewis  Wick- 
man.  who  was  a leading  blacksmith  and  carriage 
manufacturer  of  Kansas  City  for  some  years  and 
in  1893  came  to  Guthrie  and  established,  a shop 
here. 

I he  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritzhaupt  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children,  namely:  Lewis  IF, 
George  and  William,  Jr.  The  wife  and  mother 
is  a lady  of  excellent  education  and  attainments, 
for  she  completed  her  higher  studies  in  the  St. 
Joseph  Academy  at  Kansas  City  and  received 
good  school  advantages.  She  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church  and  moves  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  this  citv. 

Our  subject  was  influential  in  organizing  the 
local  lodge  of  the  Sons  of  Herman,  and  was  its 
president.  \ he  society  is  now  known  as  the 
Germania  Society.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Odd 
Fellows  order  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  Religiously,  he  adheres  to  the  creed 
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vvliicli  he  was  reared,  that  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutherans.  Politically,  he  casts  his  ballot  and 
inline  nee  on  the  side  of  the  Democratic  party. 


Ji  ) K M.  ROADS.  Special  aptitude  and  abil- 
ity in  any  line  of  activity  in  the  business 
world  commands  success,  sooner  or  later, 
when  associated  with  that  necessary  quality,  per- 
•.cvcranec.  J.  M.  Roads  has  won  a truly  won- 
derfully large  patronage  and  the  genuine  re- 
ject of  those  who  have  had  dealings  with  him, 
and  thus  is  on  the  high  road  to  wealth.  As  one 
.if  the  representatives  of  the  young  business 
men  of  Guthrie  he  deserves  special  mention,  and 
the  .following  history  of  his  career  has  been  com- 
piled, knowing  that  it  will  prove  of  interest  to 
many. 

Horn  October  12,  1S68,  in  Worcester,  X.  Y., 
he  was  reared  in  that  flourishing  city,  where  his 
father,  Emanuel  Roads,  was  actively  engaged  in 
business  for  several  decades,  and  now  is  living 
retired,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  competency 
which  his  own  labors  acquired.  He  is  a native 
of  England  and  when  in  his  thirteenth  year  he 
accompanied  his  father,  William  Roads,  to  this 
country.  At  first  the  family  dwelt  in  Albany, 
but  later  located  upon  an  Otsego  county  ( X.  Y.) 
farm.  Emanuel  Roads,  having  a genuine  me- 
chanical talent,  left  the  farm  and  commenced 
working  in  sawmills  and  afterwards,  became  a 
machinist,  conducting  a large  establishment  in 
W orcester.  His  wife,  Mary  Jane,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Robbins,  aLo  a fine  machinist, 
lie  carried  on  a shop  in  Worcester  until  he 
finally  retired  to  private  life,  and  his  genius  found 
vent  in  several  inventions  of  marked  merit.  . 

J.  M.  Roads  is  the  eldest  of  three  children,  his 
brother.  Orange  J.,  being  a resident  of  Green- 
bush,  X.  Y.,  and  his  sister,  Yiana  J.,  wife  of  Capt. 
1\.  Ik  Huston,  lives  in  Guthrie.  The  captain  was 
formerly  an  attorney  here,  but  during  the  Span- 
i-h-American  war  he  was  honored  with  the' cap- 
taincy of  Troop  P>,  Rough  Riders,  and  served 
in  the  Santiago  campaign.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  position  of  paymaster,  and  when  the 
I'orty-seventh  United  States  Infantry  was  or- 
ganized he  was  commissioned  captain  of  a com- 
p: my  of  volunteers  and  ordered  to  the  Philip- 
! ines.  where  he  died. 

In  his  youth  our  subject  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  his 
’’alive  city.  He  inherited  his  father’s  genius  as 
a machinist,  and  from  an  early  age  worked  at  in- 
tervals in  his  senior's  shop.  At  sixteen  he  com- 
menced a regular  apprenticeship  under  his 
lather's  instruction,  and  two  years  later  went 
1"  Sehenevous,  X.  Y.,  where  he  became  head 
myer  in  a sawmill  and  aided  to  manage  the 
1 ablishment.  Later  he  was  employed  in  the 


Oneonto  machine  shops,  and  when  he  reached 
his  majority  he  decided  to  accept  a paying  posi- 
tion in  the  Phoenix  Furniture  Factory,  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  the  largest  factory  of  the  kind  in 
the  world.  At  the  end  of  four  months  he  went 
to  Eldon,  Iowa,  and  then,  during  the  ensuing 
three  years  or  more,,  he  was  employed  as  a ma- 
chinist afnl  foreman  in  the  Johnson  Ru filer 
Works,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa;  planing  mills  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and  in 
Chicago,  111.  Having  mastered  every  department 
of  the  business,  he  thus  has  long  been  fully  com- 
petent to  carry  on  a large  concern  of  his  own. 
Returning  home,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  his  father,  he  took  charge  of  the  old’  shops 
until  they  were  sold.  The  attractions  of  the  west 
appealing  most  to  him,  he  soon  was  back  at  his 
former  post  in  the  Kansas  City  planing  mills, 
where  he  had  been  foreman  and  general  ma- 
chinist for  a year,  and  this  time  he  continued 
with  the  firm  for  eighteen  months.  For  the  suc- 
ceeding year  he  was  employed  in  St.  Louis,  as 
foreman  in  a large  bicycle  repairing  shop,  and 
there  became  an  expert  at  the  work. 

In  the  fall  of  1894  Mr.  Roads  came  to  Guthrie, 
and  in  a modest  way  commenced  the  business 
which  has  grown  to  extensive  proportions.  His 
first  shop  was  16x24  feet  in  dimensions,  and  foot- 
power  was  used,  but  in  the  second  year  of  resi- 
dence here  he  bought  out  Mr.  Carver,  and,  re- 
moving into  larger  quarters,  remained  there 
until  the  building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  in  Au- 
gust, 1896.  His  next  location  was  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Harrison  and  Division  streets,  and  steam- 
power  was  used  for  carrying  on  the  work.  Since 
the  spring  of  1898  the  shops  have  been  situated 
at  X'o.  204  East  Oklahoma  avenue.  Air.  Roads 
owns  the  building,  which  is  twenty-five  by  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  in  dimensions,  and  two 
stories  and  basement  in  height.  Steam-power  is 
used  and  a full  line  of  fine  modern  machinery 
is  in  use.  A specialty  is  made  of  plumbing,  and 
an  extensive  stock  of  hot  water  and  steam-heat- 
ing apparatus  is  carried,  as  well  as  a complete 
line  of  plumbing  material.  The  finest  work 
is  done  by  this  establishment  of  any  in  the  city, 
and  the  machine  shops  are  easily  ahead  of  all 
in  the  territory.  A department  is  devoted  to  the 
repairing  of  bicycles,  threshing  machines,  en- 
gines and  other  complicated  machinery,  and.  in 
addition  to  his  other  enterprises,  Mr.  Roads 
transacts  a large  amount  of  business  in  windmills 
and  pumps.  He  represents  the  Chicago  Aer- 
motor,  and  in  1890  bought  out  A.  IT.  Meal,  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business 
here. 

In  i8<)6  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Roads  and  Mrs. 
Elia  1 fustnn,  daughter  of  Alexander  Fish,  of 
< fliio,  took  place  in  Guthrie.  She  is  a native  of 
the  Buckeye  state,  and  by  her  first  marriage  had 
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two  children.  A son  and  two  daughters  bless 
the  home  of  our  subject,  named,  respectively, 
Clyde,  Beulah  and  Ruby. 

While  a resident  of  Schenevous,  X.  Y.,  Mr. 
Reads  was  initiated  into  the  Masonic  order,  and 
still  retains  his  membership  there.  In  his  polit- 
ical belief  he  is  a Republican,  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  principles  of  that  party. 


JG.  SEELY.  Covering  the  long  period  of 
his  years  of  activity, -Mr.  Seely  has  been  en- 
gaged in  many  enterprises,  all  of  which 
have  developed  more  or  less  satisfactory  results, 
and  have  contributed  to  render  his  life  one  of 
interest  and  usefulness.  The  apparent  misfor- 
tune attending  his  entrance  to  the  territory  in 
1889,  at  which  time  he  failed,  owing  to  his  tardy 
arrival,  to  secure  a claim,  was  later  proved  to 
have  been  a blessing  in  disguise.  In  1896  he 
again  tried  his  luck,  and  succeeded  in  home- 
steading a claim  near  Watonga,  which  for  wealth 
of  resources  in  the  marble  and  salt  line  could 
hardly  be  surpassed.  By  developing  either  of 
these  commodities  one  might  reap  an  independ- 
ent fortune,  so  practically  exhaustless  is  the 
supply. 

Although  radically  differing  from  our  precon- 
ceived ideas  of  the  claims  in  Oklahoma,  this 
particular  one  has  many  interesting  features  that 
appeal  to  the  enterprise  of  all  would-be  pur- 
chasers of  land  in  the  territory.  Mr.  Seely  lo- 
cated on  his  claim  in  1896,  and  bought  up  adja- 
cent property,  until  at  the  present  time  his  land 
is  composed  of  nearly  half  a section,  upon  which 
are  several  large  salt  springs.  They  empty  at 
the  rate  of  seven  and  a half  barrels  per  minute, 
the  solution  containing  thirty-three  and  one-half 
per  cent  of  salt,  and  representing  a capacity  of 
three  thousand  barrels  a day.  The  springs  are 
located  eleven  miles  north  and  one  mile  west 
of  Watonga,  Blaine  county,  fourteen  miles 
from  ( )'I\eene.  and  thirty-eight  miles  from 
Kingfisher,  near  a canon  with  natural  bridges 
and  resplendent  with  fine  scenery.  The  canon 
is  three  hundred  feet  deep,  and  contains  a vein 
of  marble  seven  feet  thick,  without  a crack  in  it. 
This  valuable  marble  deposit  would  in  itself  con- 
stitute a vast  source  of  revenue,  but  it  is  as  vet 
undeveloped.  Over  this  canon  Mr.  Seelv  has 
built  a public  swing  one  thousand  and  four  hun- 
dred feet  long,  which  is  open  for  the  public  use, 
and  is  a great  convenience  as  well  as  pleasure. 
Mr.  Seely  has  justifiably  bright  expectations  in 
regard  to  the  resources  of  his  claim,  and  is  put- 
ting forth  every  effort  towards  their  realization. 

Previous  to  taking  up  his  residence  in  King- 
filler,  Mr.  Seely  led  a somewhat  eventful  life, 
lie  was  born  in  Knoxville,  'Tioga  countv,  l’a., 
March  23,  1828, and  is  of  Scotch- English  descent. 


1 1 is  father,  Eleazcr  Seely,  was  a native  of  Steu- 
ben county,  XT  Y.;  his  mother,  Mary  (Conant) 
Seely,  was  born  in  ( hiondaga  county,  X.  Y„  and 
was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Conant,  a Methodist 
Episcopal  minister,  who  moved  to  Steuben 
county  at  a very  early  day,  and  when  at  an  ad- 
vanced age  came  to  his  death  from  the  accidental 
falling  of  a tree.  Mrs.  Seely  died  in  Corning, 
X.  Y.,  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seely  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  reached  maturitv.  J.  (1. 
being  the  sixth  oldest.  One  brother,  Eli,  was 
in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  a Wisconsin  regi- 
ment, and  is  now  living  in  Oshkosh,  \\  is.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather,  Ebenezer  Seely,  was 
a native  of  Connecticut,  and  moved  to  Xew 
York,  where  for  many  years  he  was  a successful 
farmer.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
served  with  courage  and  distinction.  In  his 
younger  years  he  married  Mabel  Todd,  also  a 
native  of  Connecticut. 

While  living'  on  the  home  farm  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, J.  G.  Seely  worked  hard  in  assisting  with 
the  various  duties  incident  to  country  life  in  the 
early  pioneer  days.  The  school  advantages  were 
indeed  limited,  and  confined  to  the  few  winter 
months,  when  he  trudged  through  the  snow  and 
almost  impassable  roads  to  a little  log  school- 
house,  with  slab  desks  and  seats.  When  only 
eight  years  of  age  he  began  to  help  his  father 
with  the  teaming,  driving  long  distances  with 
loads  of  lumber.  At  twenty-two  years  of  age  he 
undertook  farming  during  the  summer  months, 
and  each  winter  laboriously  drove  through  the 
country  with  heavy  loads  of  lumber,  going  to 
Addison,  X.  Y.,  and  other  lumbering'  points. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  logging,  and  rafting 
lumber  down  the  Susquehanna,  to  Columbia, 
Point  Deposit,  and  Harrisburg.  I11  1874  his 
prospects  were  temporarily  destroyed,  owing  to 
a destructive  fire,  which  consumed  his  lumber 
mill  and  entailed  a loss  of  $35,000. 

With  the  call  to  arms  in  1861,  Mr.  Seelv  left 
his  lumbering  interests  on  the  Susquch  mna 
and  enlisted  in  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and 
First  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  at  Harrisburg,  and 
was  later  mustered  in  and  commissioned  captain 
by  Governor  Curtin.  He  raised  a companv  at 
Knoxville,  which,  however,  was  never  called  into 
action. 

1 he  year  after  the  destruction  of  the  sawmill, 
Mr.  Seely  started  life  anew  in  Pawnee  countv, 
Kans.,  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in 
Earned,  which  he  continued  to  manage  until 
1891.  It  was  an  hotel  devoted  to  the  wants  of 
farmers,  and  the  proprietor  derived  considerable 
revenue  therefrom,  lie  also  became  interest. d 
in  fanning  and  stock-raising  on  a large  scale, 
and  ow  ned  and  utilized  nine  <iuur1cr-scctT  ms  of 
laud  in  the  various  departments  of  work,  which 
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included  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  These  in- 
ti rests  were  all  abandoned  when  he  moved  to 
t fi.lahoma  territory  in  1892.  For  the  first  three 
scars  of  his  residence  near  Kingfisher  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business,  and  built  the 
banners’  hotel,  of  which  he  has  since  been  the 
proprietor.  He  is  also  the  possessor  of  a fine  res- 
idence in  Kingfisher. 

Mr.  Seely  has  been  thrice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Olivia  C.  Bulkley,  who  was 
born  and  died  in  Knoxville,  Pa.  Four  of  her 
children  are  living:  Julia  is  the  widow  of  Tim 

McCarthy,  president  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Earned;  Edward  G.  is  engaged  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness at  Earned,  Kans.;  Alfred  C.  is  a railroad 
engineer  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific 
Railroad;  and  Charles  B.  died  in  Texas.  The 
second  Mrs.  Seely  was  formerly  Elvira  C.  H lis- 
ted, born  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  She  was 
the  mother  of  three  children,  and  died  in  King- 
fisher. Okla.  Of  the  children,  Carrie  is  now 
Mrs.  Walcher,  of  Columbia,  Okla.;  Fred  is  liv- 
ing in  Kingfisher;  and  Burt  is  employed  by  the 
Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  with  head- 
quarters at  Coffeyville,  Kans.  Air.  Seely's  third 
wife,  formerly  Airs.  Sarah  B.  Dodge,  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Florace  Stow,  an  early  settler  in  La  Salle 
county.  111.,  and  later  a pioneer  of  Kansas,  where 
he  died,  in  Benton  county.  Her  mother,  Sal- 
lie  (Matthew)  Stow,  died  in  Kansas.  By  her 
former  marriage  Mrs.  Seely  had  three  children, 
one  of  whom  survives— Charles  H.,  of  Blaine 
county,  Okla. 

Air.  Seely  has  been  a Alason  for  fifty  years, 
having  joined  that  fraternity  in  Knoxville,  Pa., 
and  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  fifty-one  years.  At 
all  times  he  is  a member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  was  one  of  the  original  organizers  of  the 
same. 


COLUAIBUS  FRANK LIX  ROY.  We  find 
this  thriving  citizen  of  Logan  county  oc- 
cupying the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
12,  township  19,  range  2 west.  The  outline  of 
his  interesting-  and  important  history  is  as  fol- 
lows: A native  of  Pulaski  county.  I\y„  Air.  Roy 
was  born  October  19,  1836.  and  is  the  son  of 
Zachariah  and  Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Roy,  the  de- 
scendants of  fine  old  families  on  both  sides.  He 
spent  his  youth  on  the  farm  with  his  parents, 
receiving  a good  common-school  education.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  started  out  to  seek  his 
fortune,  migrating  first  to  Cornell  countv,  Ind., 
where  he  worked  for  a few  months  on  a farm. 
Next  he  secured  a situation  on  a fiat  boat 
freighting  to  New  Orleans,  on  which  he  made 
one  trip,  then  returning  to  Evansville,  Ind.,  took 
train  for  Terre  Haute,  and  from  there  footed  it 


to  Edgar  county,  111.,  where  he  hired  out  to 
Colonel  Blackburn  on  a farm  and  worked  Jor 
him  four  years.  He  saved  his  money  and  in 

1858  crossed  the  Aiississippi  into  Alarion  county, 
Iowa.  There  he  hired  out  to  Elon.  Greene  T. 
Clark,  the  first  representative  from  that  county, 
and  a cousin  of  young  Roy  by  marriage.  He 
made  his  home  with  that  family  one  winter.  In 

1859  he  rigged  up  a breaking  team  of  four  yoke 
of  oxen  to  break  prairie  sod  and  was  employed 
at  this  until  i860,  when  he  drove  to  Coffey 
county,  Kans.,  with  oxen  and  a span  of  horses 
and  there  rigged  out  another  outfit  to  break 
prairie  land,  but  the  ground  was  so  dry  that  he 
found  the  task  impossible,  so  he  repaired  to 
Kansas  City  and  loaded  up  his  wagon  with 
freight  for  Pike’s  Peak.  He  proceeded  as  far 
west  as  Benton’s  Ford,  but  being  warned  that 
the  Indians  were  on  the  war  path  and  that  it 
would  not  be  safe  to  go  further,  he  sold  out  his 
merchandise  to  some  Alormons  who  needed  sup- 
plies, receiving-  $13  per  hundred  for  flour. 

Mr.  Roy  now  retraced  his  steps  to  Coffey 
county  and  from  there  drove  his  oxen  through 
to  Decatur  county,  111.,  where  he  traded  for  a 
horse  team,  throwing  in  a sack  of  salt  he  had 
hauled  all  the  way  back  from  the  mountains.  In 
Sangamon  county,  111.,  he  applied  to  a lady  for 
something  to  eat,  telling  her  he  had  been  taking 
his  meals  on  the  ground  and  he  wanted  a 
“square’’  meal  at  a table.  She  had  a pair  of 
twins,  and  told  him  one  was  a Lincoln  and  the 
other  a Douglas  child,  adding  that  while 
her  husband  favored  Lincoln,  she  was  for 
Douglas  and  he  could  have  a meal  at  the  table 
if  his  sympathies  were  the  same.  Our  subject 
was  for  Douglas  and  prophesied  that  if  Lincoln 
was  elected  there  would  be  a war.  The  lady 
agreed  with  him,  but  AlcWilton,  who  was  along, 
laughed  at  him.  He  told  them  he  had  heard 
enough  while  in  New  Orleans  to  know  the  south 
meant  war.  Upon  leaving  he  drove  to  Edgar 
county,  111.,  again  entered  the  employ  of  Colonel 
Blackburn  and  was  trusted  by  him  to  go  out  and 
buy  cattle  in  Indiana  and  other  .points.  August 
iS,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss 
Alargaret  Bell,  a relative  of  John  Bell,  who  ran 
for  president  with  Breckenridge.  She  was  born 
in  Edgar  county,  111.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Susan  (Caldwell)  Bell. 

The  year  following,  1862,  Air.  Roy  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Seventh  Illinois- Cavalry,  and  went 
with  his  regiment  to  Tennessee  and  Aiississippi. 
While  near  LaGrange,  the  former  state,  he  was 
kicked  in  the  breast  by  his  horse  and  as  there 
was  no  hospital  near,  his  captain,  William  Black- 
burn, ordered  him  sent  to  his  own  tent,  fust 
before  the  Coffeyville  skirmish  tlicv  were  or- 
dered back  and  camped  near  a little  mill.  Tlicv 
had  nothing  to  cat  except  grain  they  found  in 
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the  mill.  This  they  had  ground  and  to  hungry 
men  it  tasted  good.  After  falling  back  to  La- 
Grange  a hospital  was  established  and  Mr.  Roy 
was  placed  in  it.  He  suffered  from  the  results  of 
his  disability  about  fourteen  weeks  and  his  mind 
was  in  such  a state  that  the  time  was  a blank. 
Before  being  able  to  stand  alone  he  was  sent 
to  Edgar  county,  111.,  and  on  his  way  north  from 
Memphis  became  unconscious,  falling  on  the 
ground  on  his  arrival  at  I’ana.  He  was  picked 
up  by  a bystander  and  put  on  the  train  for  Paris, 
where,  after  his  arrival,  lie  was  carried  by  an- 
other man  (Lieutenant  Morisson)  to  a doctor's 
office.  For  about  twenty-three  years  he  had 
been  trying  to  find  this  man,  and  also”  William 
Horsley. 

Finally  recovering  from  his  disability,  Mr. 
Roy,  with  his  family,  in  1S64,  located  in  Ring- 
gold  county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
stock  business.  He  was  thus  occupied  eight 
years,  then  on  account  of  failing  health  sold  out 
and  drove  back  to  Kentucky  among  his  own 
people,  including  his  brothers,  who  were  south- 
ern sympathizers.  They  notified  him  he  could 
not  talk  abolition  doctrine  there,  but  he  main- 
tained his  principles  and  they  soon  concluded  to 
let  him  alone.  After  about  a year  of  convales- 
cence, he  returned  to  Ringgold  county,  Iowa, 
and  resumed  his  former  business  of  cattle  buyer 
but  soon  found  this  was  too  severe  so  he  loaded 
his  belongings  in  a wagon.  He  was  so  weak 
that  a man  was  obliged  to  attend  him  and  wait 
upon  him.  Proceeding  to  Nodaway  county, 
Mo.,  he  located  on  a fine  farm  of  forty  acres  of 
new  land.  He  put  up  a little  cabin  and  lived 
there  eight  years.  He  took  with  him  two  of  his 
nephews,  whose  father  had  died,  and  they  were 
like  sons  to  him,  working  faithfully  for  him 
while  he  permitted  them  to  attend  school  all  that 
was  possible. 

Upon  selling  out  in  Nodaway  county,  Mr.  Roy 
drove  through  to  Douglas  county,  Kans.,  and 
located  on  a farm  belonging  to  Major  Kenedy, 
who  assigned  to  him  sixty  acres  and  told  him  to 
make  what  he -could  upon  it.  He  was  a true 
friend  and  a noble  man.  He  remained  there  till 
August  of  that  year,  then  set  out  for  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  in  hopes  to  regain  his  failing 
health.  When  reaching  Linn  county,  Kans..  he 
was  so  ill  that  he  could  not  proceed  any  farther, 
and  Captain  Cook  there  put  him  in  the  way  to 
trade  for  eighty  acres  of  land.  About  that  time 
he  applied  for  a pension,  but  could  not  get  it  for 
lack  of  evidence  to  prove  the  justice  of  his 
claim.  He  was  so  patriotic  he  thought  Uncle 
Sam  needed  it,  and  so  let  it  go.  However, 
through  the  efforts  of  W.  IE  Campbell,  he  was 
finally  granted  a pension  of  $T2  per  month. 

Selling  out  in  Linn  county,  he  traveled  from 
May  to  July  and  then  settled  in  Dade  county, 


Mo.,  where  he  secured  forty  acres  of  land,  onlv 
eight  acres  being  broken.  There  he  remained 
three  years.  His  next  move  was  to  Indepen- 
dence, Ivans.,  near  which  place  he  bought  a 
farm,  but  remained  only  ten  weeks  on  account  of 
illness,  then  went  to  live  in  the  city  of  Inde- 
pendence. The  next  February  lie  set  out  for 
Deadwood  in  the  Dakotas  and  traveled  as  far 
as  the  Nibcra  river,  but  after  driving  from  place 
to  place  sold  his  team  and  went  to  Council  Bluffs 
and  from  there  returned  to  Dade  county,  Mo., 
bought  a team  and  wagon  and  started  for  Hot 
Springs.  However,  while  on  the  way,  he  met  a 
preacher  who  persuaded  him  not  to  go,  so  he 
turned  around  and  went  to  Colorado  Springs 
instead.  After  a few  weeks’ .sojourn  there  he 
proceeded  to  Denver  and  thence  to  Cheyenne. 
There  he  sold  his  team  and  bought  tickets  to 
Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  where  he  lay  ill  and  it  was 
thought  that  he  would  die,  but  he  finally  recov- 
ered. Going  to  Kansas  City,  thence  to  Colum- 
bus, Ivans.,  and  from  there  (by  courtesy  of  the 
conductor)  to  Joplin,  Mo.,  he  stopped  on  the 
farm  of  John  Simms  and  lived  in  that  vicinity 
three  years,  and  then  went  to  Girard,  Kans. 
From  there  he  removed  to  Vernon,  Mo.,  remain- 
ing two  years.  In  1889,  while  making  the  run 
to  Oklahoma,  his  horse  was  taken  sick  on  the 
line  an  hour  before  the  opening.  However, 
thirty  minutes  afterwards,  he  reached  his  pres- 
ent claim,  and  here  the  horse  again  dropped 
down.  Air.  Roy  concluded  to  stav.  He  has 
made  all  the  improvements,  assisted  by  his  sons, 
and  now  has  a good  farm. 

Mr.  Roy  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children : Mrs.  Lucinda  Adams,  Will- 

iam T.  Sherman,  Frederic,  Minnie  (wife  of  Win. 
Compton),  Okay,  Alta  and  Nellie.  Tire  parents 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Of  the  sons,  Frederic  is  a fine  worker  and  good 
farmer,  and  stands  high  in  his  community. 


T OHN  R.  SHUFF.  Sixty-three  years  ago 
J the  birth  of  John  R.  Shuff,  of  Canadian 
county,  occurred  in  Morgan  county.  111.,  the 
date  being-  September  18,  1837.  He  grew  to 
maturity  upon  the  homestead  owned  by  his  par- 
ents, John  and  Angelina  (Lindsay)  Shuff,  who 
early  inculcated  in  their  son  the  upright  princi- 
ples of  conduct  which  always  have  animated 
him  in  all  of  life's  vicissitudes.  He  is  sincerelv 
esteemed  and  looked  up  to  by  every  one  who 
knows  him,  and  his  earnest  desire  to  aid  and 
uplift  his  fellow-men  has  been  a great  influence 
for  good  wherever  he  has  dwelt. 

After  completing  his  public-school  course,  it 
was  the  privilege  of  our  subject  to  attend  a col- 
lege at  Jacksonville,  111.,  for  three  years,  after 
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which  lie  pursued  higher  studies  in  Bethany 
^ wllcge,  in  Virginia.  He  was  there  at  the  time 
ihe  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  as  his  health  was 
jh >, >r,  he  could  not  respond  to  Lincoln’s  call  for 
iroops,  though  he  had  supported  him  by  his  bal- 
and  was  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  Fed- 
, r.ils.  Therefore  he  returned  to  his  native  state, 
.tiid  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Sangamon 
,i!id  Morgan  counties  for  several  terms. 

t »n  the  24th  of  December,  1863,  Mr.  Sliuff 
married  Elizabeth  Ann  Artt,  whom  he  had 
Known  for  a number  of  years.  She  was  born 
near  Georgetown,  Ky.,  and  went  to  Morgan 
county,  111.,  when  she  was  young.  In  1868  the 
\nimg  couple  went  to  Nodaway  county,  Mo., 
where  they  purchased  a farm,  but  within  a few 
\cars  a financial  loss  was  sustained  which  neces- 
sitated the  sale  of  the  property.  Then  for  a 
period  Mr.  Sliuff  cultivated  a rented  farm  in  Holt 
and  Nodaway  counties,  and  finally  bought  a farm 
in  Montgomery  county,  Iowa.  After  residing 
there  but  a year,  he  went  to  Taylor  county,  same 
state,  and  subsequently  the  family  dwelt  in  west- 
ern Kansas  for  a few  years. 

The  large  expenses  incident  to  the  rearing  oi 
several  children,  added  to  the  reverses  which  he 
had  suffered  frequently  by  the  failure  of  crops 
and  the  uncertain  markets,  at  length  decided  Air. 
Sliuff  in  the  question  of  removal  to  Oklahoma 
whenever  it  should  be  opened  to  settlement,  as 
it  seemed  a veritable  "promised  land”  to  those 
who  were  acquainted  with  its  resources.  Au- 
gust 17,  1889,  he  came  to  Canadian  county,  and 
tiled  a claim  to  his  present  property,  and  in  De- 
cember he  moved  his  family  here.  They  were 
sheltered  in  a sod  house  for  several  years,  but 
later  better  accommodations  came  as  the  result 
of  indefatigable  labor.  The  farm  is  situated  on 
section  34,  township  14.  range  6,  Mathewson 
being  the  postoffice.  Airs.  Sliuff  inherited  some 
money  from  a relative  and  invested  a portion  of 
it  in  a quarter-section  of  land  adjoining  the  prop- 
erty belonging  to  our  subject. 

Ervin  A.,  their  eldest  son.  is  unmarried  and 
assists  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  Eva 
E.,  who  died  when  seven  years  of  age,  rests  in 
the  cemetery  near  the  old  family  home  in  Noda- 
uay  county.  John  Artt.  who  is  married  and  has 
two  children,  is  a farmer  of  Rice  county,  Ivans. 
1 b Edwin  is  engaged  in  fanning  in  Reno  county, 
Rans.,  and  James  W.  is  similarly  occupied  in 
t tiffey  county,  Ivans.  Lizzie  L.  is  the  wife  of 
( harles  J.  Hunter, of  this  county.  Her  twin,  Jesse 
IT.  died  when  in  his  third  year.  Mollie  A.  died 
when  twenty-four  years  old.  and  with  the  young- 
est member  of  the  family,  Laura  Euzetta,  who 
died  when  in  her  thirteenth  year,  was  buried  in 
the  Mathewson  cemetery.  Harvey  ().  is  a stu- 
dent in  the  normal  school  at  Edmond,  Okla., 
and  Benjamin  E.  resides  in  Reno  countv,  Ivans., 


while  Armilda  Ann  is  living  with  her  parents  and 
is  engaged  in  teaching. 

John  R.  Sliuff,  when  he  was  in  his  seventeenth 
year,  became  identified  with  The  Church  of 
Christ  in  Illinois,  his  parents  having  previously 
become  members  also.  He  early  was  called  upon 
to  occupy  pulpits,  and  for  a great  many  years 
has  preached  the  gospel.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Republican  until  1884,  when  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Union  Labor  party  and  at  one  time 
was  its  nominee  for  the  position  of  probate  judge 
of  Hodgeman  county,  Ivans.,  though  he  was  not 
elected,  and  had  not  expected  to  win. 


PETER  SCHAFER  is  an  enterprising  agri- 
culturist located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  -13,  towmship  17,  range  2 west, 
Logan  county.  He  also  has  four  hundred  acres 
of  land  on  section  5,  Antelope  township,  or  town- 
ship 17,  range  1 west.  Mr.  Schafer  was  born  in 
Sheboygan,  Wis.,  October  11,  1840,  and  is  a son 
of  Jerry  and  Susannah  (Snyder)  Schafer.  He 
was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  started  out  for  himself  and  went 
to  farming  on  rented  land.  He  was  married  in 
Milwaukee  when  he  was  about  thirty-three  years 
old,  having  moved  to  that  town,  where  he 
worked  in  the  roller  mills  and  slaughter  houses. 
In  the  latter  place  he  learned  the  butcher’s  busi- 
ness, having  worked  under  Philip  D.  Armour. 

Moving  to  Seward  county,  Neb.,  Mr.  Schafer 
farmed  on  rented  land  for  four  years.  He  then 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Gage 
county,  Ivans.,  which  he  transformed  from  a wild 
and  uncultivated  state  into  a fine  farm.  After 
thirteen  years  he  sold  out  and  received  $5,000 
for  the  place.  He  was  foremost  in  the  run  for 
Oklahoma,  but  failed  to  locate  a claim.  Six 
months  after  lie  bought  his  present  farm,  to 
which  he  has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he 
now  has  three  quarter-sections  of  land.  He  is 
interested  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising-. 
His  early  efforts  to  become  settled  in  Oklahoma 
were  somewhat  retarded  by  a series  of  calamities 
which,  while  not  enormous,  were  verv  aggravat- 
ing. but  he  is  somewhat  of  a philosopher,  and  ar- 
gues that  his  loss  is  someone's  else  gain.  The 
people  who  wanted  his  possessions  took  at  least 
live  hundred  dollars’  worth,  including  a new 
plow,  harness,  meat,  chickens,  and  a team  of 
three  fine  horses. 

Air.  Schafer  married  Airs.  Frederica  Schmidt, 
a daughter  of  Christian  and  Christine  (Thiele) 
Langerich.  She  came  to  America  from  German v 
when  thirteen  years  old.  The  result  of  her  mar- 
riage with  Air.  Schmidt  was  five  children:  Wil- 
liam Schmidt  lives  in  Fairmont,  Neb.,  and  has 
two  children;  Hermann  also  lives  in  Fairmont, 
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Neb.,  is  a railroad  mechanic,  and  has  seven  chil- 
dren: Henry  lives  in  Oklahoma,  and  has  four 
children;  Prank  lives  in  Oklahoma,  and  has 
two  children;  Charles,  also  a resident  of  Okla- 
homa, has  one  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schafer  have 
adopted  a little  girl  named  Maud  Schulz.  She  is 
an  orphan  and  was  born  April  23,  1887. 


II.  SCHOWALTER.  With  certain  reser- 
# vations,  it  may  be  maintained  that  success, 
at  least  in  a fair  measure,  comes  to  those 
who  are  deserving  of  the  blessing.  The  ambi- 
tious, enterprising,  industrious  American  citizen 
is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  great  class  of  mal- 
contents, who  clamor  against  the  institutions  and 
policy  of  this  great  nation,  but,  rather,  is  grateful 
and  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  is  classed  among 
the  loyal  sons  of  the  republic. 

Mr.Schowalterof  this  sketch  is  a worthy  Amer- 
ican, and  an  honored  citizen  of  Kingfisher,  with 
whose  destinies  his  own  have  been  linked  since 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  He  is  a son  of  Peter 
and  Mary  (Eymann)  Schowalter,  natives  of  Bava- 
ria, Germany.  The  father  was  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1 8 1 8,  and  after  his  marriage  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  thenceforth  to  make  his  home  in  the 
United  States.  In  1S45  settled  in  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  and  seven  years  later,  in  1852,  pur- 
chaser! a homestead  in  Lee  county,  Iowa.  After 
spending  three  decades  in  that  county,  engaged 
in  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  he  passed  to  his  reward, 
loved  and  respected  by  all.  His  faithful  wife 
survived  him  twelve  years,  dying  in  1894,  when 
about  seventy  years  of  age.  Her  father,  Jacob 
Eymann,  also  was  numbered  among  the  farmers 
of  Iowa  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death. 
Peter  Schowalter  and  wife  were  adherents  of  the 
religious  sect  called  Mennonites,  and  the  former 
was  one  of  the  trustees  in  his  church.  Of  the 
ten  children  who  lived  to  maturity,  seven  sons 
and  a daughter  survive. 

A.  II.  Schowalter  was  born  near  Franklin 
Center,  Lee  county,  Iowa,  March  28,  1856,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  in  the  quiet  routine  of  farm 
life.  He  had  but  limited  educational  advantages, 
but  possessed  a determination  to  learn,  which 
has  made  him  the  well-informed  man  that  he  is 
to-day.  lie  continued  to  assist  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  home  farm  until  1S78,  when  he  went 
to  Summerfield,  111.,  and  became  an  employe 
of  a prosperous  agriculturist  in  that  vicinity. 
With  him  he  continued  for  two  years,  and  in  the 
meantime  attended  a private  school,  where  he 
perfected  himself  in  several  branches  of  practical 
knowledge. 

In  1880  Mr.  Schowalter  went  to  Halstead, 
Kans.,  where  lie  devoted  his  time  to  farming 
until  1882,  when  he  became  interested  in  the 
lumber  business.  For  two  years  lie  was  in  the 


employ  of  D.  C.  Ruth,  and  then  during  the  ensu- 
ing three  years  was  with  the  Halstead  Lumber 
Company,  buying  timber  for  the  firm  in  different 
parts  of  the  south.  In  1887  he  became  a citizen 
of  Tribune,  Greeley  county,  Kans.,  where  lie 
was  connected  with  its  development,  and  trans- 
acted a lucrative  real  estate  business.  He  served 
as  a member  of  the  city  council  and  accomplished 
much  for  the  place,  though  he  resided  there  but 
little  over  two  years.  April  22,  1889,  he  came 
to  Kingfisher,  located  some  lots  here  and  at 
once  commenced  making  improvements.  Dur- 
ing the  following  six  years  he  was  associated 
with  the  Michigan  Lumber  Company  and  then, 
selling  out,  he  bought  out  the  Alexander 
Lumber  Company,  whose  yards  cover  over 
a quarter  of  a block,  at  the  corner  of 
Admire  avenue  and  Seventh  street.  The 
firm  is  now  known  as  A.  H.  Schowalter  & Co., 
and  a large  stock  of  lumber  is  always  carried. 
An  extensive  trade  has  been  built  up  by  the  en- 
terprising firm,  and  in  addition  to  their  other 
enterprise  they  deal  extensively  in  coal  and 
wood.  Mr.  Schowalter  is  identified  with  the 
Missouri  & Kansas  Retail  Lumber  Dealers'  As- 
sociation. 

At  the  organization  of  Kingfisher.  Mr.  Scho- 
walter was  chosen  as  a member  of  the  council, 
and  when  elected  to  represent  the  first  ward  of 
Kingfisher  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee.  At  present  he  holds  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  the  city  school  funds.  A fine  school- 
house  has  been  constructed,  besides  which  other 
improvements  are  being  made  here  in  the  edu- 
cational system.  In  politics  he  is  an  earnest  ad- 
vocate of  the  Republican  party.  Fraternally,  he 
belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
in  both  of  which  orders  he  has  held  official  posi- 
tions. He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  many 
worthy  religious  and  benevolent  enterprises. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Schowalter  and  Miss  Liz- 
zie Ashworth,  a native  of  Jewell  county.  Kans., 
took  place  in  Kingfisher,  November  6th.  1894. 
They  have  a pleasant  home,  the  sunshine  of 
which  is  their  charming  little  daughter,  Twyla, 
four  years  of  age. 


H AWARD  KANE  ROWLAND.  Oklahoma 
is  making  rapid  strides  toward  prosperity, 
and  tire  day  cannot  be  distant  when  it  will 
take  an  honored  place  among  the  common- 
wealths of  the  United  States.  Here  to-day  are 
gathered  sterling  representatives  from  every 
state  in  the  great  trans-Mississippi  region,  the 
east  and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south,  and 
probably  no  state  or  territory  in  the  Union  is 
more  thoroughly  cosmopolitan  in  this  sense. 


- 


JOHN  D.  FAIRKS. 
Logan  County. 
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Among  the  pioneers  of  this  future  great  state 
Havard  Kane  Rowland  is  numbered  and  de- 
rives to  be  remembered. 

\ native  of  Lewis  county,  Kv.,  Mr.  Rowland 
v.as  born  January  25,  i860,  a son  of  William  B. 
and  Mary  (De  Atley)  Rowland.  He  was  reared 
upon  a farm  and  early  learned  agriculture  in  ail 
its  details,  besides  mastering  the  common 
branches  of  knowledge,  as  taught  in  the  public 
schools.  His  father  having  died  when  the  youth 
was  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  serious  re- 
sponsibilities of  life  came  to  him,  and  thenceforth 
lie  was  practically  self-supporting'. 

When  in  his  twenty-sixth  year,  Air.  Rowland 
concluded  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  west,  and, 
going  to  Ford  county,  lxans.,  he  pre-empted  a 
homestead.  During'  the  four  years  which  fol- 
lowed he  expended  all  of  his  means  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  place,  and  eventually  sold  out 
at  a loss.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa, and,  after  making  a thorough  search  for 
a suitable  tract  of  land,  located  upon  his  present 
farm,  on  the  southwestern  quarter  of  section  14, 
township  14,  range  6 west,  Canadian  county. 
Constructing  a comfortable  sod  house,  he  was 
sheltered  within  its  walls  for  nearly  eight  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  devoted  his  time  exclusively 
to  the  cultivation  of  Ins  farm,  and  surelv,  though 
perhaps  somewhat  slowly,  made  marked  progress 
from  year  to  year.  Shortly  before  his  marriage 
he  built  a substantial  frame  house,  14x24  feet 
in  dimensions,  and  made  other  desirable  im- 
provements. 

The  marriage  of  Air.  Rowland  and  Anna  Rat- 
cliff, of  Mathewson  township,  Canadian  county, 
took  place  March  31,  1897.  She  is  a daughter  of 
John  R.  and  Maria  L.  (Cummings)  Ratcliff, 
and  is  a native  of  Adams  county.  Neb.  She  has 
lived  in  Missouri  and  Stafford  county,  lxans., 
and  came  to  this  territory  in  the  spring-  of  1890, 
joining  her  father,  who  had  entered  land  here 
the  previous  year.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Rowland  are 
the  parents  of  one  child.  Rex,  a promising  lad. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  our  subject  is 
a Republican  of  no  uncertain  stripe.  lie 
cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  in  1884,  Blaine 
being  the  man  of  his  choice.  Evervthing  of  mo- 
ment to  his  country  and  communitv  is  a matter 
of  concern  to  hinj,  as  it  should  be  to  cverv  pa- 
triot, and  he  endeavors  to  perform  his  entire  duty 
as  a citizen  and  neighbor. 


OI IN  D.  FAIRES,  a prominent  agricul- 
turist of  Logan  county,  is  located  on  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  27,  township 
18,  range  2 west.  He  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Ohio,  April  2,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  joint 
and  Cassander  (Ball)  I'aires. 

\\  hen  John  I'aires  was  one  year  old  his  father 
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moved  from  Washington  county  to  Morgan 
county,  and  eight  years  later  to  Athens  county. 
He  was  a successful  agriculturist  and  a hard 
worker,  and  the  lad  was  taught  to  assist  in  every 
department  of  farm  labor.  At  the  same  time 
he  studied  hard  in  the  district  schools  and 
thereby  gained  a fair  education,  supplemented 
by  a course  of  reading  which  he  took  up 
later  on.  With  the  call  to  arms  in  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  E,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  After  a service  of  eleven 
months  he  was  discharged  for  disability,  hav- 
ing been  laid  up  in  the  hospital  with  typhoid 
fever  and  rheumatism,  which  finally  terminated 
in  paralysis.  Before  his  discharge  he  was  in  the 
hospital  at  Bacon  Creek,  and  later  sent  to  Eliza- 
bethtown, Ivy.,  and  finally  to  the  barracks  at 
Louisville,  Ky.  His  partial  recovery  was  rapid, 
as  it  was  unexpected,  and  he  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment in  ElkRiver, Term. .where  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  L'pon  his  return  to  Athens  county, 
he  was  for  a long  time  unable  to  perform  even 
slight  duties,  and  it  may  be  said  that  he  has  never 
entirely  recovered  his  health. 

Air.  Faires  was  married  July  26,  1866,  in  Mc- 
Donough county,  111.,  to  Lizzie  Decker,  and  of 
this  union  two  children  were  born;  Charles  War- 
ner, who  is  a farmer  in  McDonough  countv,  111., 
and  Lora  Belle,  who  is  married  and  living  in 
Chicago.  Owing  to  continued  ill-health,  Mr. 
Faires  went  back  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  some- 
what benefited  by  a change  of  surroundings  and 
climate.  October  27,  1874,  occurred  his  second 
marriage,  his  wife  being  Maggie  Litle.  of  Vin- 
ton county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born.  Airs. 
Faires  is  a daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth 
(Stevens)  Litle. 

In  March,  1878,  Air.  Faires  moved  to  Kansas, 
but  after  a short  residence  there  he  went  to 
Ray  county,  Mo.,  bought  sixty  acres  of  land, 
and  later  went  to  Jackson  county,  Kans.,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres,  on 
which  he  lived  for  eight  years.  He  subsequently 
returned  to  Ray  county  and  bought  ninety 
acres  of  land  which  he  afterwards  traded  for 
four  hundred  acres  in  Oklahoma,  this  land  being- 
divided  as  follows:  one  hundred  and  sixtv  upon 
which  he  now  lives,  one  hundred  and  sixtv  three 
miles  east,  and  eighty  situated  seven  miles  east, 
all  of  which  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

The  political  sympathies  of  'Air.  Faires  are 
with  the  Republican  party.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Iaircs  have  eleven  children:  John,  born  April 
24.  1876,  in  Ohio,  who  was  married  and  has  one 
child  living,  Ixilbert  Courtney,  and  lives  on  his 
father’s  farm;  Alary,  born  December  8.  1878, 
in  Ray  county,  ,Alo..  where  she  now  lives,  the 
wife  of  George  AlcOuerrey.  by  whom  she  has 
one  child,  Alary  R.;  Lewis  llenrv,  born  in  jack- 
son  county,  Kans.,  April  2,  1881;  George  V., 
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born  in  Jackson  county,  July  17,  1883;  Robert 
Selby,  born  in  Jackson  county,  August  10,  1885; 
Frank  Ellison,  born  in  Ray  county,  Mo.,  July  1, 
1890;  Dora  E.,  born  in  Ray  county,  February 
26,  1892;  Lawrence  D.,  born  in  Ray  county,  May 

10,  1894;  Lillie  May,  born  March  28,  1896; 
Clarence  A.,  born  in  Payne  county,  Okla.,  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1898,  and  Albert  Dillard,  born  January 

1 1,  1900. 


ALPH  V.  SMITH,  M.  D.  The  medical  pro 
fession  in  Oklahoma  has  within  its  ranks  a 
number  of  exceptionally  talented  young 
men,  who  to  eastern-acc|uired  educations  add  the 
spirit  and  enterprise  of  the  pioneer,  and  are  play- 
ing an  important  part  in  the  founding  of  this 
future  state.  One  of  the  foremost  practitioners 
of  Guthrie  is  Dr.  Ralph  V.  Smith,  whose  father, 
Henry  L.  Smith,  M.  D.,  also  was  in  the  front 
ranks  of  our  pioneer  citizens.  Knowing  that  a 
resume  of  their  careers  will  be  of  interest  to 
many,  the  following  has  been  compiled: 

On  both  sides  of  the  house.  Dr.  R.  V. 
Smith  is  of  old  and  honored  Pennsylvania  fami- 
lies, and  the  same  is  true  of  his  respected  father. 
Dr.  Henry  L.  Smith  was  born  in  Armstrong 
county;  his  father,  Adam  Smith,  and  grand- 
father, Yost  Smith,  were  natives  of  Northampton 
county,  Pa., and  all  were  sterling, upright  citizens. 
Adam  Smith  carried  on  a farm  in  Armstrong 
county.  His  principal  occupation  in  early  life  was 
the  lumber  business,  which  proved  remunerative 
during  the  early  settlement  of  that  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, his  home  being  on  Red  Bank  creek, 
a tributary  of  the  Allegheny  river,  down  which 
the  lumber  was  rafted  to  the  Ohio  river  and  the 
towns  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
His  wife,  Mary  Ann,  was  born  in  W estmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  a daughter  of  Philip  Shoe- 
maker, who  spent  his  last  years  in  Armstrong 
county.  Pa.  Two  brothers  of  Dr.  Henrv  L. 
Smith  were  privates  in  the  Seventy-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry  during  the  Civil  war. 

Dr.  Henry  L.  Smith,  whose  birth  occurred 
May  16.  1845,  received  a high  school  education 
in  Glade  Run,  and  after  leaving  the  local  acad- 
emy he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  at  the  same 
time  devoting  his  leisure  to  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. I11  1876  he  was  graduated  in  the  Columbus 
Medical  College,  in  Ohio,  and  for  a year  prac- 
ticed in  Marseille,  Pa.  I'hen  for  six  rears  he 
was  located  in  Kelly  Station,  same  county,  and 
in  1885  came  to  the  west,  settling  at  Potwin, 
Kans.  Coming  to  Guthrie  April  23,  1889,  he 
opened  an  office  in  a tent,  on  Second  street,  but 
within  a few  days  he  took  possession  of  a small 
building  which  lie  had  had  erected  there.  Later 
his  office  was  situated  on  Oklahoma  avenue,  and 
his  practice  steadily  increased.  He  was  consid- 


ered one  of  the  best  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
this  place,  and  from  the  time  of  his  settlement 
here  until  his  death  he  was  the  local  surgeon  of 
the  Santa  Ee  Railroad.  Besides  this,  he  was 
a member  of  the  first  board  of  pension  exam- 
iners of  this  territory,  serving  for  eight  years, 
both  under  Harrison  and  Cleveland,  and  from 
1893  to  1897  was  medical  adviser  to  the  Federal 
prison  of  Guthrie.  He  owned  a good  farm 
near  this  city  and  had  money  invested  in  other 
local  interests.  Pie  was  affiliated  with  the  Ter- 
ritorial Medical  and  American  Medical  Societies, 
was  connected  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  was  a Mason,  belonging 
to  Guthrie  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  Polit- 
ically, he  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  relig- 
iously, was  a Presbyterian,  a member  and  trustee 
of  the  Guthrie  Presbyterian  Church.  His  busy 
and  useful  life  came  to  a close  November  16, 
1898,  and  his  loss  has  been  deeply  felt  in  this 
community.  , 

For  a wdfe,  Dr.  Henry  L.  Smith  chose  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Jacob  Molmey,  and  a native 
of  Clarion  county,  Pa.  Her  father  and  mother 
(whose  maiden  name  was  Christine  Raster)  were 
natives  of  Northampton  county,  Pa.,  where  John 
Raster,  grandfather  of  .Mrs.  Smith,  had  located 
at  an  early  period.  Jacob  Molmey,  who  died  in 
the  prime  of  life,  took  his  family  in  wagons  over 
the  mountains  to  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  the  trip 
consuming  nine  days,  and  thenceforth  he  was 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a farm  near  New 
Bethlehem,  Pa.  Mrs.  Smith  is  one  of  nine  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  reside  in  the  Keystone  state, 
and  in  her  girlhood  her  educational  advantages 
were  excellent,  as  she  pursued  her  higher  studies 
in  the  academy  at  Glade  Run.  To  the  doctor 
and  wife  four  children  were  born,  namely : Mrs. 
Maud  Ball,  of  Guthrie;  Ralph  V.;  Clvde,  who 
died  in  his  twentieth  year,  June  20,  1894.  and 
Samuel  M.,  of  Guthrie.  Mrs.  Smith  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  worthy  enterprises  calculated  to  uplift 
and  benefit  humanity,  and  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  the  Ladies’  Benevolent  Society 
of  this  place  she  is  a great  worker  and  beloved 
by  all. 

Dr.  Ralph  Y.  Smith  was  born  January  23, 
1871,  in  Armstrong  county.  Pa.,  and  during  the 
first  six  years  of  his  life  dwelt  in  the  town  of  Red 
Bank.  From  [877  to  1885  llc  lived  at  Kelly 
Station,  Pa.,  and  then  came  west  to  Kansas.  For 
two  years  he  attended  the  state  normal  school  at 
Emporia, Kans.,  after  which  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  visited 
Oklahoma  during  the  first  year  of  its  extensive 
settlement,  and,  though  he  returned  to  Kansas 
to  complete  his  engagement  in  the  schools,  he 
soon  came  back  to  stay.  For  about  a vear  he 
was  employed  as  a clerk  by  Ball  Brothers,  and 
in  1893  he  accepted  a position  with  the  Santa 
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l'c,  and  until  the  spring  of  1895  was  a contractor 
in  the  fuel  department. 

Five  years  ago  the  doctor  put  into  effect  a 
resolution  he  had  formed  long  before — that  he 
would  prepare  himself  for  the  medical  profession 
— and.  laying  the  foundations  of  knowledge  in 
that  science  under  the  efficient  tutorage  of  his 
father,  he  then  entered  the  Missouri  Medical 
C ollege,  in  which  he  was  graduated  in  1898.  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  With  his 
father  lie  continued  to  practice  until  the  latter’s 
death,  and  now  has  an  office  located  in  the  Bee- 
hive block.  He  is  an  earnest  student,  neglecting 
no  opportunities  for  improvement:  he  reads  the 
leading  medical  journals  published  and  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Territorial  Society.  He  also  is  a 
member  of  and  the  medical  examiner  for  local 
lodges  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men and  the  Woodmen  of  the  W orld.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  a Presbyterian  and  connected 
with  the  Guthrie  congregation. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1893,  Dr.  Smith 
married  Miss  Eva  A.  Cross,  of  Rich  Hill.  Mo. 
She  is  a native  of  that  town.  Her  father.  Wil- 
liam I.  Cross,  was  born  in  Stark  county.  111.,  and 
married  an  Illinois  lady,  Adelia  M.  Fuller,  now 
a resident  of  Guthrie.  Two  little  ones  bless  the 
union  of  the  doctor  and  his  estimable  wife, 
namely:  Ethel  Maud  and  Thelma  Smith. 


ELMER  ELLSWORTEI  SIMPSOX.  Among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Canadian  county  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  prominent.  Within 
the  past  few  years  he  has  acquired  a competence 
and  has  won  an  honored  place  in  the  hearts  of 
our  sterling  citizens.  His  comfortable  home  is 
located  on  the  southeastern  quarter  of  section 
27,  township  14,  range  6,  his  postoffice  address 
being  Mathewson,  Canadian  county. 

As  his  Christian  names  indicate,  Elmer  Ells- 
worth Simpson  sprang  from  loyal  northern  an- 
cestry. His  birth  occurred  at  the  tune  when 
sectional  strife  was  at  its  climax  in  the  Union — 
April  6,  i86r.  His  birthplace  was  in  Christian 
county,  111.,  where  his  father,  Weslev  Simpson, 
now  seventy  years  of  age,  is  still  living  and 
highly  esteemed  in  the  community.  He  has  long 
owned  the  fine  homestead  where  he  dwells,  and 
among  his  possessions  in  that  fertile  region  are 
'arms  comprising  over  a section  of  land.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  Miss  Sarah  I. 

( honey  prior  to  her  marriage,  departed  this  fife 
in  1873. 

Elmer  E.  Simpson  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  of  the  eight  children  born  to  Weslev  and 
•sarah  J.  Simpson.  He  was  given  a practical 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  long  be- 
lore  lie  attained  his  majority  he  had  become 
thoroughly  familiar  with  farming  in  all  its  de- 


tails. When  he  arrived  at  maturity  he  accom- 
panied a brother  to  McPherson  county,  Ivans., 
where  they  took  charge  of  a large  farm  owned 
by  their  father.  This  place,  which  was  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  in  extent,  was  especially 
adapted  for  the  raising  of  cattle,  and  the  young 
men  industriously  embarked  in  that  business. 
At  the  end  of  about  five  years,  or  in  1886,  our 
subject  went  to  Gove  county,  Ivans.,  and  there 
pre-empted  some  land,  which  he  proved  up  and 
then  disposed  of,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  dis- 
trict was  too  arid.  Returning  to  his  native  county 
he  then  rented  a farm  for  two  years,  and  when  he 
learned  that  the  beautiful  territory  of  Oklahoma 
was  soon  to  be  opened  to  the  white  race  he 
made  arrangements  and  was  ready  to  claim  a 
share  at  the  proper  time. 

On  that  well-known  22(1  of  April,  1889,  when 
a new  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  United  States, 
unlike  any  preceding  one,  was  entered  upon, 
Air.  Simpson  started  into  the  “promised  land” 
from  Buffalo  Springs,  and  was  surprised,  when 
he  traversed  Turkey  Creek  district,  where  he 
desired  some  land,  to  find  that  men  not  only 
were  already  in  possession,  but  many  of  them 
had  made  improvements,  driven  wells  and  had 
trees  growing.  Somewhat  discouraged  at  this 
state  of  things,  he  finally  went  to  Guthrie,  where 
he  found  such  a demand  for  workmen  that  he 
bought  a hatchet  and  soon  played  the  part  of  a 
skilled  carpenter  and  contractor.  Everything 
being  extravagantly  expensive,  he  did  not  man- 
age to  save  much  of  his  earnings,  however,  and 
when  the  harvesting  time  in  Sumner  county. 
Kans.,  came  on  he  went  there  and  found  em- 
ployment. One  very  hot  day  he  had  a slight 
sunstroke,  and  therefore  returned  to  this  terri- 
tory, as  he  was  temporarily  incapacitated  for 
hard  labor.  On  the  20th  of  Julv  of  the  same  year 
lie  filed  his  claim  to  his  present  farm,  built  a 
sod-house  at  once,  and  then,  as  he  had  no  means 
or  team,  he  made  another  trip  to  Kansas  and 
earned  enough  money  to  buy  a yoke  of  oxen  and 
other  things  absolutely  required.  Thus  begin- 
ning at  the  bottom  rounds  of  the  ladder  leading 
to  success,  he  gradually  worked  his  way  upward, 
and,  as  he  could  afford  to  do  so.  he  continued 
making  improvements  upon  his  homestead, 
which  now  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  In 
1896  he  purchased  the  northwestern  quarter  of 
section  26,  same  township,  and  now  he  raises 
large  crops  every  year  and  finds  a ready  sale  for 
the  products  of  his  farms.  He  raised  two  thor- 
oughbred Percherons,  of  which  he  has  reason  to 
be  proud,  and  the  fine  animals  arc  not  surpassed 
in  this  locality. 

The  first  presidential  ballot  of  Mr.  Simpson 
was  cast  in  1884  for  James  G.  Blaine,  and  his 
influence  is  always  given  to  the  Republican 
party.  T11  his  domestic  relations  he  is  especiallv 
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blessed.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Mittie  M.  True, 
of  Sedan,  Ivans.,  took  place  in  El  Reno  October 
26,  1897.  She  is  a native  of  Cooper  county,  Mo., 
and  when  she  was  six  years  of  age  she  accom- 
panied her  parents,  Sylvanus  and  Mary  J.  (Ross) 
True,  to  Kansas,  where  she  was  reared.  She 
gained  an  excellent  education,  and  it  was  while 
she  was  making  a visit  in  Oklahoma  that  she 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  our  subject.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Simpson  have  one  daughter,  Grace, 
born  August  20,  1900. 


JAMES  S.  ROCHELLE.  Canadian  county 
has  no  citizen  more  honored  than  he  of 
whom  the  following  facts  have  been  gleaned 
by  the  biographer.  He  was  born  near  Marl- 
borough, Ohio,  January  7,  1835,  a son  of  James 
and  Susan  (Elliott)  Rochelle,  and  when  he  was 
two  years  old  the  father  was  called  to  the  silent 
land.  The  mother,  left  with  their  three  children, 
subsequently  became  the  wife  of  John  Rossell, 
and  a child  was  born  to  that  union. 

James  S.  Rochelle  continued  to  reside  with 
his  beloved  mother  until  his  marriage,  which 
important  event  in  his  life  took  place  February 
28,  iS6t.  Tiie  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rachel  Grubb,  and 
her  birthplace  was  near  Middleburg,  Ohio.  Her 
parents,  Abraham  and  Jemima  (Shirk)  Grubb, 
were  respected  agriculturists  of  Logan  county 
for  many  years.  The  first-born  child  of  our  sub- 
ject and  wife,  Belle  by  name,  married  Joseph 
Scott  and  resides  in  Defiance,  Ohio.  The  second 
daughter,  Lucetta,  married  George  Snyder  and 
died,  leaving  one  child.  Susan  Jane,  wife  of 
Arthur  Mosher,  is  the  mother  of  five  children. 
Franklin  Rav  resides  in  Oklahoma  City.  Robert 
lives  on  a farm  in  this  county,  and  \\  il ford  is  on 
the  old  homestead  with  his  parents.  Mary,  wife 
of  John  Roberts,  also  lives  in  this  county.  Ben- 
jamin died  in  infancy. 

The  old,  terrible  struggle  between  love  and 
duty,  dear  ones  and  home  and  country,  was  en- 
acted in  our  subject’s  life  in  the  early  months  of 
the  great  Civil  war,  and  at  last  he  bade  his  young 
wife  farewell  and  went  into  the  stern  strife.  His 
enlistment  in  Company  H,  Xinetv-sixth  Ohio 
Infantry,  took  place  in  August.  1862,  and  his 
first  active  duty  was  to  engage  in  the  endeavor 
to  capture  General  Price,  who  was  making  his 
famous  raid  in  the  west.  After  a severe  skir- 
mish with  the  troops  of  that  leader,  who  had  been 
fiercelv  pursued  from  point  to  point,  the  Xinetv- 
sixth  returned  to  Louisville,  and  there  embarked 
on  transports  which  conveyed  them  to  Mem- 
phis. Later  they  landed  at  Vicksburg  on  Christ- 
mas day,  and  for  the  ensuing  week  were 
almost  constantly  engaged  in  lighting  at  Chick- 
asaw Bluffs,  under  the  leadership  of  General 


Sherman.  The  regiment  thence  proceeded  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  river,  where  Sher- 
man was  relieved  and  the  forces  were  place  1 
under  command  of  McClernand.  Then  followed 
the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  where  eight  thou- 
sand Confederates  were  captured  by  the  Fed- 
erals.  Subsequently  Mr.  Rochelle  was  employed 
in  tearing  up  railroads  and  digging  canals  near 
Milligan’s  Bend  and  Vicksburg,  and  during  the 
memorable  siege  of  the  last-named  place  he  was 
wounded,  a piece  of  shell  striking  him  on  the 
top  of  his  head.  Though  he  certainly  was  dis- 
qualified for  the  severe  duties  then  on  hand,  he 
remained  with  his  regiment  and  materially  as- 
sisted in  the  capture  of  the  city.  XText  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  campaigns  and  battles  of  Port 
Gibson,  Raymond  (Miss.),  Champion  Hills, 
Black  River  Bridge,  Jackson,  Carrion  Crow 
Bayou,  Brownsville  (Tex.),  Matagorda.  Sabine 
Crossroads,  Pleasant  Hill,  Frankfort  (La.),  and 
aided  in  the  capture  of  the  forts  at  Yellow  Bayou, 
Gaines,  Mobile,  Spanish  and  Blakeley.  After 
Mobile  had  surrendered,  our  subject  proceeded 
with  his  regiment  to  the  banks  of  the  Tombigbee 
river,  and  there  the  terrible  news  that  Lincoln 
had  been  assassinated  reached  them.  Thev  were 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  at  Mo- 
bile, July  7,  1865.  Mr.  Rochelle's  record  in  the 
army  is  of  the  best,  and  both  he  and  his  children 
may  well  be  proud  of  those  three  long,  dreadful 
years  of  his  and  our  country’s  history,  for  he 
was  faithful  to  every  trust  and  never  flinched 
from  the  duties  which  fell  to  his  share. 

Resuming  his  former  labors,  Mr.  Rochelle  re- 
mained in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  until  18S6,  his 
attention  being  devoted  to  agriculture.  Four- 
teen years  ago  he  came  to  the  west,  and  for 
about  three  years  made  his  home  in  Xo  Man's 
Land,  awaiting  the  opening  of  Oklahoma  On 
that  22nd  of  April,  1889,  lie  settled  upon  the 
tract  of  land  where  he  lives  to-dav — (he  south- 
western quarter  of  section  31,  township  14,  range 
6 west.  He  brought  his  family  to  the  humble 
dugout  which  sheltered  them  from  Julv  5,  1880. 
to  1899,  and  together  they  gradually  amassed 
the  competence  which  they  now  enjoy. 

Though  lie  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  Mr.  Rochelle  became  a member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  now  is  locked  up 
to  and  honored  as  one  of  the  elders  in  ihe  con- 
gregation. He  has  been  requested  to  officiate 
in  various  political  positions,  but  alwavs  has  de- 
clined. He  uses  his  ballot  on  behalf  of  Repub- 
lican nominees. 


CHARLES  SMITH,  M.  IT,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession at  Guthrie  since  the  opening,  and 
stands  among  the  foremost  men  of  his  profes- 
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M,,„.  He  was  born  in  Woodford  county,  Ky., 
js  a son  of  George  and  Susan  (Foster)  Smith. 
i!;>  grandfather,  Gabriel  Smith,  was  born  in 
\ nginia  and  settled  in  Kentucky,  where  he  fol- 
t.,,ved  farming  until  his  death.  George  Smith 
, born  in  Kentucky,  an  1 in  an  early  day  set- 
at  Lexington,  La  Fayette  county,  Mo., 
.here  he  engaged  in  the  stock  business  and 
ruling.  lie  died  there  a:  the  age  of  sixty-four 
wars.  His  wife  was  born  in  Scott,  Ky.,  and 
ibid  when  our  subject  was  but  two  years  of  age. 
i ie  was  the  only  child  in  tiie  family  w ho  attained 
nu  t lire  years. 

The  boyhood  years  of  Charles  Smith  were 
passed  principally  in  Lexington,  Mo.  His  rudi- 
mentary education  was  obtained  there  and  in 
Wavcrlv  Academy,  after  which  he  entered  the 
Cniversity  of  [Missouri,  at  Columbia,  Mo.  In 
1X75  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr. 
( ieorge  O’Fagan,  of  Waverly.  and  then  entered 
the  Missouri  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1S79,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
He  entered  upon  a practice  at  Waverly  and  con- 
tinued there  until  18S9.  Coming  to  Guthrie  at 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma,  he  has  built  up  a very 
successful  general  practice,  and  makes  a spe- 
cialty of  venereal  and  oriheial  surgerv  and  der- 
matology. in  which  he  has  met  with  unusual 
success.  He  took  up  post-graduate  work  at  St. 
Louis. 

I )r.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nettie 
Tucker,  at  Waverly,  Mo.  She  was  born  at  Car- 
rOton,  iMo..  and  is  a daughter  of  J.  W.  Tucker, 
a cousin  of  Randolph  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  tie 
served  in  a [Missouri  regiment  during  the  [Mex- 
ican war,  and  became  a pharmacist  at  Waverly. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  four  children:  George, 
Louis  Stevens,  Charles  and  Horace.  During  the 
administration  of  President  Cleveland,  Dr.  Smith 
was  secretary  of  the  pension  board,  and  1 8u  1 
to  18^7  he  served  as  superintendent  of  public 
health  of  Logan  county,  being  the  first  in  the 
county.  He  is  a member  of  Guthrie  Lodge  No 
A.  J . N A.  M.;  has  been  connected  with  the 
1 mted  \\  orkmen  since  1SS0.  and  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Territorial  Medical  Association 
1 nd  the  American  [Medical  Association.  He  is  a 
1 hniocrat  in  politics.  His  wife  is  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church. 


PR<  )b.  G.  1).  M(  >SS.  who  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  term  as  superintendent  of  schools 
in  Kingfisher  county,  lias  made  an  envi- 
able record  as  an  official.  Well  fitted  by  educa- 
ji"u  and  experience  for  his  special  line  of  work, 
"l-  has  instituted  many  practical  changes  and 
!r,.s  reduced  our  school  svstem  to  a state  ap- 
'oaching  perlection.  He  stands  high  among 
’■w  leading  educators  of  the  west  and  is  looked 
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up  to  as  an  authority  in  these  matters.  For 
several  years  he  served  as  president  of  the  King- 
fisher County  Teachers’  Association,  and  in  1900 
was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Teachers’ 
and  Patrons’  Association  of  Kingfisher  county, 
of  which  body  he  is  now  acting  as  chairman. 
In  1898  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Barnes 
as  a member  of  the  territorial  board  of  educa- 
tion. For  some  time  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  Territorial  Teachers'  Association  and  for 
several  terms  has  been  a member  of  its  execu- 
tive committee. 

In  tracing  the  ancestry  of  Prof.  Moss,  it  is 
learned  that  his  forefathers  were  southern  peo- 
ple. His  grandfather,  Marcellus  J.  Moss,  was 
born  in  Garrard  county,  Ky.,  and  for  a wife  he 
chose  a Miss  Renfro,  whose  father  was  a hero 
of  the  Revolution.  He  served  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Washington,  and  on  one  occasion  when 
he  was  in  camp  the  great  General,  in  the  course 
of  a little  conversation,  asked  the  soldier  if 
he  intended  to  go  to  see  a certain  place  taken, 
then  held  by  the  British,  and  he  replied  sturdilv, 
“No,  but  I am  going  to  help  take  it.’’  M.  J. 
[Moss  lived  in  eastern  Tennessee  for  a period, 
and  later  removed  to  Knox  county,  Ky.,  where 
he  passed  his  declining  years.  He  was  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  his  wife  was  of  Scotch  ex 
traction. 

The  parents  of  Prof.  Moss  were  R.  J.  and 
Frances  (Burch)  [Moss,  natives  of  Claiborne 
county,  Tenn.,  and  Knox  county,  Kv.,  respect- 
ively. In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  [Moss  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Knox  countv 
and  became  prosperous  and  influential  in  that 
locality.  Though  of  southern  birth  he  was  in 
sympathy  with  the  LTiion,  and  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  a Kentucky  regi- 
ment, but  on  account  of  ill  health  was  not  called 
into  service. 

In  the  fall  of  1889  he  came  to  Kingfisher 
county,  and  is  still  living  on  his  homestead.  His 
wife  is  a daughter  of  Thomas  C.  and  Marv 
(Word)  Burch,  natives  of  Garrard  county,  Kv. 
The  former  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  the  latter 
was  of  English  ancestry.  Mr.  Burch's  forefathers 
settled  in  North  Carolina  at  an  early  period,  and 
thence  members  of  the  family  went  to  Virginia 
and  finally  to  Kentucky.  During  the  Civil  war 
[Mr.  Burch  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  and  held 
a commission  as  lieutenant  of  a Kentucky  regi- 
ment, as  did  his  son,  John  W.  Burch. 

Prof.  G.  D.  Moss  was  born  near  Barbotirs- 
ville,  Knox  county,  Kv.,  on  Christmas  dav,  1855. 
the  eldest  of  four  children.  Two  of  the  number 
are  deceased,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  C.  Smith  now  re- 
sides in  this  county.  Their  mother  died  when 
our  subject  was  in  his  sixteenth  year.  In  1857 
the  fain il \ located  near  Crab  Orchard.  Lincoln 
county,  Ky.,  and  in  his  boyhood  G.  1 >.  Moss 
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laid  the  foundations  of  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic school.  Later  he  attended  private  schools  in 
what  is  now  Bell  county,  and  then  entered  Taze- 
well College  at  Tazewell,  Tenn.  In  1877  he  was 
graduated  in  Masonic  L’niversitv  at  Somerset, 
Ky.,  where  he  had  pursued  a scientific  course. 
As  early  as  1873  he  had  engaged  in  teaching  and 
at  intervals  was  thus  employed,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  funds  for  his  collegiate  course.  lor 
some  time  he  taught  in  the  schools  of  Garrard 
county,  Ky.,  and  then  became  principal  of  a 
school  in  Lancaster,  Ky.  After  officiating  in 
that  position  for  two  years  he  was  promoted  to 
the  post  of  principal  of  the  primary  department 
of  the  Garrard  Female  College  in  the  same  city. 
Later,  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Boston 
Academy  of  Whitley  county,  Ky.,  for  two  years. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  he  went  to  California 
and  was  employed  in  his  usual  vocation  in  Santa 
Barbara  county,  and  for  some  time  resided  in 
Fresno  county,  where,  in  addition  to  teaching, 
he  was  interested  in  the  raising  of  live  stock. 
In  1883  he  returned  to  Kentucky  on  account  of 
his  father's  poor  health,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1890  he  removed  to  Kingfisher  county. 

In  September  of  the  same  year  Prof.  Moss 
opened  Kingfisher  Academy,  the  first  educa- 
tional institution  of  the  kind  in  the  territory. 
At  the  end  of  a year  he  resigned  that  position 
in  order  to  accept  one  in  the  Cheyenne  Indian 
School  at  Caddo,  Okla.  In  1892  he  became  su- 
perintendent of  the  Rainy  Mountain  Indian 
School  at  Anadarko.  this  territory,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1893  he  returned  to  this  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  teaching  for  another  year.  In  the 
fall  of  1894,  soon  after  his  return,  he  was  nom- 
inated on  the  Republican  ticket  as  county  su- 
perintendent, and  was  elected  by  a majority  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  votes.  In  January, 
1895.  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  responsi- 
ble office  and  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple so  efficiently  that  in  the  following  year  he 
was  renominated  by  acclamation,  and  was 
elected  by  a majority  of  forty-four  votes  over 
the  fusion  ticket.  In  1S98  he  was  again  nom- 
inated by  acclamation  and  scored  a triumphant 
success  in  the  ensuing  election,  as  he  received 
six  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes  over  the  fusion 
ticket.  In  iyoo  he  was  again  renominated  bv 
acclamation  and  elected  for  the  fourth  time.  He 
is  the  only  superintendent  in  the  territory  who 
has  been  elected  to  serve  the  fourth  term.  The 
public  has  become  interested  in  making  manv 
improvements  in  the  county  schools,  and  while 
many  changes  have  already  been  instituted  more 
radical  ones  are  in  view.  It  is  hoped  that  a good 
system  of  grading  the  common  schools,  increas- 
ing the  length  of  terms  and  providing  more  and 
better  school  buildings  mav  soon  be  carried  out. 
The  demand  for  a higher  standard  and  better 


facilities  is  increasing,  and  much  of  this  senti- 
ment may  be  attributed  to  the  efforts  of  Prof. 
Moss,  who  stands  for  progress.  At  the  time  of 
his  taking  charge  of  this  line  of  work  the  sum- 
mer normal  was  held  only  three  weeks,  but  each 
vear  the  term  was  increased  in  length  until  it 
now  covers  a period  of  eight  weeks.  Under 
his  supervision  there  are  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen districts  in  the  county  outside  of  the  city  of 
Kingfisher,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
teachers  are  employed  outside  of  the  city. 

From  his  youth  Professor  Moss  has  been 
interested  in  agriculture,  and  at  present  he  owns 
a good  homestead,  situated  four  and  one-half 
miles  to  the  northeast  of  the  county-seat.  He 
is  a member  of  Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  4.  I.  O.  ( ). 
F.,  of  which  he  is  past  noble  grand.  He  also  is 
identified  with  Kingfisher  Lodge.  No.  2,  A.  O. 
Ik  W.  A zealous  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  a great  worker  in  the  Sunday-school,  he 
has  served  as  superintendent  for  the  past  seven 
years.  Politically,  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

The  marriage  of  Prof.  Moss  and  Miss  Liz- 
zie J.  Patterson  took  place  in  Kentucky  in 
1878.  Mrs.  Moss  was  born  near  Crawfordsville, 
Ind.,  and  is  a lady  of  good  educational  attain- 
ments. Their  oldest  child,  Reuben  A.,  enlisted 
during  the  Spanish-American  war  and  served  in 
the  hospital  corps.  Later  he  re-enlisted  in  the 
army  and  is  now  serving  in  the  Philippines. 
The  younger  children  are  named  respectively, 
-Anna  Maun  and  George  Herbert. 


Dempsey  w.  solomox.  To  the  fact 

that  Air.  Solomon  was  a power  for  good 
during  the  crucial  period  of  Kingfisher's 
development — the  first  decade — all  of  our  citi- 
zens gladly  testify,  and  that  the  influence  of  his 
noble  life  will  continue  with  our  people  for  many 
years  to  come  no  one  doubts.  He  was  faithful  in 
all  of  life’s  varied  relationships — in  the  business 
world,  as  a citizen,  neighbor  and  friend,  and  in 
the  domestic  circle,  and  many  a person  to  whom 
he  has  extended  a helping  hand  reveres  his 
memory. 

Afr.  Solomon  was  of  English  and  Dutch  an- 
cestry, and  several  generations  of  the  family  have 
dwelt  in  America.  His  great-grandfather.  Lewis 
Solomon,  of  South  Carolina,  enlisted  in  the 
colonial  army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  once,  while  he  was  away  from  home,  a party 
of  Tories  visited  his  plantation.  Proceeding  to 
confiscate  whatever  they  desired,  the  feelings 
of  grandmother  Solomon  became  well  wrought 
up,  quite  naturally,  and  at  last,  when  thev  took 
some  yarn  which  she  valued,  she  could  stand 
their  lawlessness  no  longer,  and,  seizing  a poker, 
routed  the  enemv. 
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The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  Lewis  Solomon,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin county,  X.  C.,  in  1780,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  wedded  Sarah  Bowden,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Bowden,  a well-to-do  citizen.  In 
iSti  the  worthy  couple  removed  to  Logan 
county,  Ky.,  and  two  years  later  they  became 
residents  of.  Muhlenberg  county,  same  state.  In 
that  section  of  the  state  their  seventh  child  and 
the  father’s  namesake,  Lewis,  was  born,  April  r, 
1812.  In  1825  the  family  removed  to  the  new- 
state  of  Illinois.- making  the  journey  with  a one- 
horse  cart,  which  contained  their  household  ef- 
fects. The  mother  and  three  younger  children 
rode  in  the  cart,  but  the  rest  of  the  family,  twelve 
in  all,  walked  nearly  all  of  the  distance.  The 
father  had  met  with  a serious  financial  reverse 
in  Kentucky,  as  his  hard-earned  fortune  was 
swallowed  up  in  the  failure  of  the  Common- 
wealth Bank.  For  a couple  of  years  they  lived 
within  five  miles  of  Jacksonville,  111.,  and  from 
the  spring- of  1827  until  the  death  of  the  father  in 
August,  1849,  they  dwelt  in  Palmyra  township, 
Macoupin  county,  same  state.  The  wife  and 
mother  departed  this  life  in  the  preceding  Feb- 
ruary. 

Judge  Lewis  Solomon,  as  he  was  later  known, 
early  manifested  unusual  ability,  despite  his 
numble  circumstances  and  meager  educational 
advantages.  At  twenty  he  enlisted  in  the  war 
against  the  Blackhawk  Indians,  under  command 
of  Capt.  John  Hines  and  Colonel  DeWitt.  He 
was  in  active  service  for  two  months,  and  once, 
when  supplies  of  food  were  cut  off,  he  was  with- 
out bread  for  five  days.  After  his  return  to  his 
accustomed  pursuits  he  was  elected  corporal,  and 
later  captain,  of  a company  of  militia,  and  finally 
attained  the  rank  of  major  of  the  Sixty-second 
Regiment  of  Illinois  Infantry.  At  twenty-one 
he  entered  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he  pro- 
ceeded to  clear,  and  frequently  he  chopped  wood 
at  forty  cents  a cord.  In  1835  he  became  inter- 
ested in  the  lead  mines  at  Galena,  111.,  and  in 
tune  he  was  known  for  his  large  landed  posses- 
sions in  Palmyra  township.  Macoupin  county. 
In  1839  he  was  elected  assessor  of  the  county 
: nd  served  a year,  and  in  1843  'le  was  made  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  acting  as  such  eleven  years, 
when  he  resigned.  In  1852  he  was  elected  to 
the  legislature,  where  he  won  wide  fame,  owing 
to  his  active  service  on  important  committees. 
In  1857  lie  was  further  honored  by  being  the 
people's  choice  for  count}’  judge,  and  after  four 
years  in  that  office  he  was  sent  as  a delegate  to 
the  constitutional  convention.  In  1870  he  was 
elected  to  the  Illinois  senate,  where,  as  ever,  he 
maintained  his  Democratic  principles  and 
1 anted  new  laurels. 

Hu-  marriage  ui  Judge  Solomon  and  Xancv 
Bin.  daughter  of  John  Sink,  of  Kentucky,  took 


place  June  23,  1836.  She  died  in  1863,  and  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1866,  Mr.  Solomon  wedded 
Mary  Ann  Butcher.  A’ine  children  were  born  to 
the  first  marriage  of  the  judge,  namely:  Mrs. 
Louisa  Mills  and  Francis  M.,  who  reside  in  Illi- 
nois: Thomas  J.,  who  died  in  that  state:  Demp- 
sey \Y.;  Mrs.  Annie  E.  Gatchell,  Mrs.  Martha 
Smith,  of  Illinois;  John  L.,  of  Greenfield.  111., 
and  LaFayette  and  Allen  Ik,  of  Palmyra,  111. 

The  birth  of  D.  \V.  Solomon  occurred  near 
Palmyra,  111.,  December  15,  1844.  After  com- 
pleting his  public-school  education  he  attended 
Blackburn  University,  at  Carlinville,  111.,  and 
then,  for  eleven  years,  devoted  a large  share  of 
his  time  to  the  work  of  teaching.  Later  he  pur- 
chased a farm  and  was  numbered  among  the 
successful  agriculturists  of  that  localitv  for  some 
years.  .1  he  public  elected  him  to  the  county 
board  of  supervisors,  and  in  that  office  he  acted 
for  several  terms,  one  term  being  chairman  of 
the  board. 

In  1887  Mr.  Solomon  determined  to  trv  his 
fortunes  in  the  west,  and  until  the  opening  of 
Oklahoma  he  carried  on  a grocery  business  at 
Wichita,  Ka-ns.  In  July,  1889.  be  came  to  King- 
fisher, and,  buying  a building  on  Main  street, 
carried  on  a thriving  boot  and  shoe  business  for 
about  a year,  after  which  he  embarked  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business,  his  estab- 
lishment being  again  on  Main  street.  In  the  fall 
of  1893  he  sold  out,  on  account  of  poor  health, 
and  a year  later  was  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  to  the  important  office  of  register  of  deeds, 
receiving  a good  majority  of  votes.  Assuming 
the  duties  of  his  office  in  January,  1897,  he  re- 
mained there  for  two  years,  and  then  lived  retired 
at  his  home  during  the  few  months  of  life  which 
were  left  to  him.  Throughout  his  career  he  was 
noted  for  his  public  spirit  and  enterprise,  and  no 
one  was  more  anxious  to  provide  excellent 
schools  and  educational  advantages  to  the  rising 
generation.  As  a member  of  the  Kingfisher 
school  board  he  played  an  important  part  and 
aided  in  the  work  of  constructing  the  first  school 
building  erected  in  the  city.  Liberallv  did  he 
contribute  to  churches  and  schools,  public  im- 
provements and  benevolences,  and  thus  trulv 
merits  the  praise  of  all.  From  his  seventeenth 
year  he  was  actively  identified  with  the  Christian 
Church,  and  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  and  on  the  official  board  for  main- 
years.  The  Kingfisher  church  had  no  more  loval 
worker,  and  when  the  house  of  worship  was 
under  consideration  he  performed  heroic  service 
on  the  building  committee,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  a trustee  and  an  elder.  Fraternally 
he  was  a Mason,  and  was  connected  with  the 
\ncient  Order  of  I’nited  Workmen  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  On  the  loth  of  t >clo- 
ber,  1899,  he  was  summoned  to  the  silent  land, 
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and  his  mortal  remains  were  placed  in  the  peace- 
fnl  city  of  the  dead,  at  Wichita,  Kans. 

Mr.  Solomon  is  survived  by  his  widow,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lucy  J.  McPherson.  Their 
marriage  took  place  in  Palmyra,  111..  March  25, 
1873,  at  the  home  of  her  father,  J.  \V.  McPher- 
son, who  was  a cousin  of  the  noted  General  Mc- 
Pherson, of  Civil  war  fame.  He  was  a native  of 
Muhlenberg  county.  Ivy.,  in  which  state  his 
father,  William  McPherson,  also  was  born.  The 
latter’s  father,  Lewis  McPherson,  a native  of 
Scotland,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the 
Blue  Grass  state,  and  each  of  these  three  genera- 
tions contributed  much  to  the  progress  of  that 
section  of  the  Union.  J.  W.  McPherson,  who 
was  associated  with  the  agriculturists  of  Scott 
county.  111.,  for  a number  of  years,  removed  to 
North  Palmyra,  Macoupin  county,  111.,  in  1863, 
and  in  1885  located  near  Wichita,  Kans.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  shortly  before 
his, death,  which  event  occurred  February  10, 
1890,  when  he  was  in  his  sixty-sixth  year.  For 
a great  many  years  he  had  been  a valued  worker 
in  the  Christian  Church  and  long  served  in  the 
office  of  an  elder.  His  wife,  Mrs.  [Mary  J.  (Shank- 
lin)  McPherson,  was  born  in  Logan  county, 
Ky.,  in  1827,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Janett 
(Green)  Shanklin.  who  were  of  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  respectively.  The  father  lived  in  Lo- 
gan county,  Ky.,  from  his  nineteenth  year  until 
1829,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  White- 
hall, Green  county.  111.  After  his  death,  in  1833, 
the  family  removed  to  [Manchester,  Scott  county, 
111.,  where  they  gave  their  attention  to  farming, 
as  formerly.  The  mother,  who  now  lives  with 
her  children  in  Wichita,  is  a second  cousin  of 
General  Thomas,  who  won  distinction  in  the 
Civil  war.  She  is  a devout  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  three  of  her  sons  were  ministers 
of  the  gospel.  Her  children  were  as  follows: 
Rev".  John  II.,  who  died  in  Topeka,  Kans.:  Rev. 
Lowell  C\.  who  is  engaged  in  establishing 
churches  in  Havana,  Cuba:  William  T.,  who  died 
near  Kingman,  Ivans.:  [Mrs.  Lucy  J.  Solomon: 
Samuel  W.,  a farmer  in  the  vicinitv  of  Wichita: 
R.  1\.  a student  in  Hiram  College,  Ohio,  and 
also  a minister:  L.  G.  is  a resident  of  Wichita. 
Kans.;  [Mrs.  Nellie  G.  [Moore,  who  lives  in  Kan- 
sas City;  Mrs.  [Mary  F.  Bierer.  who  resides  in 
Medicine  Lodge,  Kans.,  and  Mrs.  ( Jctavia  Par- 
rott. who  has  her  home  in  Wichita. 

Mrs.  Solomon,  reared  in  the  atmosphere  of  a 
Christian  home,  like  her  brothers  and  sisters, 
early  became  identified  with  the  church,  and 
always  has  been  an  earnest  worker  for  the  Mas- 
ter. She  received  her  higher  education  in  Eureka 
College,  111.  Since  coming-  to  Kingfisher  she 
has  wielded  a great  influence  for  good,  and  is  a 
valued  factor  in  the  Christian  ( lunch.  An  1111 
usual  honor  was  accorded  her  when  she  was 


made  chairman  of  the  building  committee  of  the 
Broadway  Church,  but  she  bravely  sustained  her 
reputation  as  an  able  executive  business  woman. 
The  only  child  of  D.  W.  Solomon  and  wife  is 
Elmer  J.,  who  was  graduated  in  the  Kingfisher 
high  school  and  now  is  bookkeeper  for  the  firm 
of  Logan  & Snow. 


George  m.  Porterfield,  whose 

home  is  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 2r,  township  14,  range  7 west,  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  the  progressive  agri- 
culturist who  has  done  so  much  toward  the  de- 
velopment of  Canadian  county.  He  was  born  in 
Belmont  county,  Ohio,  January  28,  1S66,  and 
when  fourteen  years  of  age  went  with  his  parents, 
John  R.  and  Sarah  J.  (Davis)  Porterfield,  to 
Pettis  county,  [Mo.,  where  they  made  their  home 
for  about  four  years,  the  father  being  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  in  Houstonia.  They  went 
back  to  Ohio  in  1884,  but  a few  months  later 
returned  to  Pettis  county,  and  about  Christmas 
settled  in  Harper  county,  Kans.,  where  he  rented 
land  and  engaged  in  farming. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject 
attended  the  common  schools,  and  soon  after  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Harper  county,  Ivans., 
he  began  his  business  career  by  running  a 
threshing  machine.  He  has  since  followed  that 
occupation  in  connection  with  farming.  In  Har- 
per county  he  was  married,  August  19.  1888,  to 
[Miss  [May  Frutchey,  and  they  now  have  a fam- 
ily of  three  children,  namely:  Otis,  born  in  Har- 
per county,  Ivans.:  Lola,  born  in  Nuckolls 
county,  Neb.;  and  Kirk,  born  on  the  home  farm 
in  Canadian  county,  Okla. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1889,  [Mr.  Porterfield 
made  the  run  for  a claim  from  a point  on  the 
eastern  boundary  line  of  the  territory,  but,  failing, 
to  secure  land,  he  returned  to  Kansas.  When  the 
Cheyenne  country  was  opened  up  for  settlement 
he  again  made  the  race,  and  this  time  located  on 
school  land,  which  he  had  to  give  up.  In  1893  he 
tried  to  obtain  a claim  in  the  Cherokee  strip,  but 
was  again  disappointed,  being  able  to  get  noth- 
ing he  wanted.  The  winter  following-  was  spent 
in  Nebraska,  and  in  1894  lie'  came  to  Canadian 
count)-.  ( )kla.,  and  filed  a claim  where  he  now 
lives.  He  has  a well-improved  and  valuable 
farm,  and  most  of  the  improvements  upon  the 
place  have  been  made  by  him.  Having  steadily 
prospered  in  his  new  home,  he  is  today  the 
owner  of  a comfortable  residence.  He  leases 
two  sections  of  land  and  is  successfully  engaged 
in  general  farming-  and  cattle-raising.  During 
his  early  residence  here  he  experienced  all  the 
hardships  of  pioneer  life.  In  1805  and  iS<;6  he 
worked  for  the  general  agent  of  |.  I.  Case,  in 
South  Dakota,  as  an  expert  in  starting  threshing 
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machines.  Politically  Mr.  Porterfield  has  been 
;m  ardent  Republican  since  casting  Ids  first  pres- 
idential vote  for  Harrison  in  1888.  and  frater- 
nally is  a charter  member  of  the  Improved  Order 
,,f  Ked  Men  at  Okarche,  Okla.,  and  also  a mem- 
1,  cr  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Bluff  City, 
Kans. 


CF.  CHAMPION.  M.  D.  Since  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Enid,  Dr.  Champion  has 
been  enabled  to  realize  many  of  his  expec- 
tations in  regard  to  life  in  the  new  territory,  and 
has  as  well  the  consciousness  that  the  prominent 
place  which  he  has  attained  is  due  to  his  own 
unaided  efforts  ami  the  appreciation  which  in- 
variably, meets  such  well  directed'  and  intelli- 
gently rendered  service. 

Dr.  Champion  was  born  in  Ashland,  Miss., 
March  10,  1865,  and  is  a son  of  E.  D.  Cham- 
pion, also  born  in  Mississippi.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  who  descended  from  old  eastern  \ 
ancestry,  took  his  family  to  Mississippi  at  an 
early  day,  where  he  spent  the  years  of  his  activity 
as  a planter.  He  was  killed  in  an  accident. 

E.  D.  Champion  was  a farmer  in  Ashland.  Miss., 
and  in  1880  moved  to  Texas,  where  he  is  now 
retired,  and  living  on  his  farm,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  He  served  during  the  Civil  war.  The 
mother  of  Dr.  Champion,  formerly  Elizabeth 
Westbrook,  was  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  is 
still  living.  Her  father,  Drewy  Westbrook,  was 
a miller  by  occupation  and  served  in  the  Civil 
war.  ‘ To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Champion  were  born 
nine  children,  five  now  living,  and  of  these  C.  F. 
is  the  oldest  son  and  the  only  child  in  Oklahoma. 

Dr.  Champion  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  in  Mississippi  and  at  Ennis.  Tex., 
after  which  he  entered  the  Tehuacana  Univer-. 
sity  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1S86  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  Subsequently  he  undertook  the 
study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Sloan,  of  Tehua- 
cana. after  which  he  entered  the  Louisville  'Medi- 
cal College,  of  Louisville,  Kv„  graduating  in 
i8i;o.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
m Corsicana,  Tex.,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
a year,  going  thence  to  Hartley,  where  he  re- 
mained until  taking  up  his  residence  in  ( )kla- 
homa.  After  making  the  run  to  Enid  he  began 
his  professional  life  in  the  embryo  town,  with  a 
commendable  disregard  for  the  conveniences  of 
hie.  opening  his  office  in  a tent,  and  ministering 
t"  the  physical  disabilities  of  the  other  pioneers 
from  this  insecure  habitation.  A residence  and 
office  were  completed  in  due  time  on  the  west 
ode.  and  here  the  doctor  has  since  carried  on  his 
constantly  increasing  practice.  In  1807  and  1800 
he  took  courses  in  the  I ’ost-graduatc  College  in 
1 hicago,  thus  evincing  his  determination  to 


keep  abreast  of  the  times  in  the  pursuit  of  knowl- 
edge bearing  upon  his  work. 

Although  devoting  the  most  of  his  time  to 
general  practice,  Dr.  Champion  has  paid  partic- 
ular attention  to  certain  special  lines,  foremost 
among  them  being  the  science  of  electricity,  in 
the  efficacy  of  which  he  has  unbounded  faith. 
To  this  end  he  has  purchased  the  best  possible 
machinery,  and  is  the  possessor  of  the  finest 
X-ray  machine  in  the  territory.  Aside  from  his 
professional  interests  the  doctor  has  entered 
largely  into  other  enterprises  in  his  locality  and 
has  quite  an  accumulation  of  land' and  houses, 
owning  no  less  than  three  farms.  His  residence 
in  Enid  is  generally  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
finest,  if  not  the  finest  in  the  town.  In  the  gen- 
eral upbuilding  of  the  town  he  has  borne  a large 
share  of  responsibility,  serving  in  various  capac- 
ities as  occasion  demanded.  For  three  years  he 
served  as  county  physician,  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  insane  for  four  years  and  on  the  pension 
board  as  member  and  secretary  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  serving  from  1893  until  1897. 
Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  Central  Okla- 
homa Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  a member, 
he  was  connected  with  the  Garfield  County  So- 
ciety. He  has  served  as  examiner  for  the  old 
North  Western  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Mil- 
waukee. 

Fraternally  Dr.  Champion  is  associated  with 
the  Masons,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
the  Knights  of  Honor.  In  national  politics  he  is 
a stanch  believer  in  the  principles  laid  down  by 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  uo  political  aspira- 
tions. Himself  and  family  arc  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

In  1891  Dr.  Champion  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Katie  F.  Daniel,  of  Hartley,  Tex.  By 
this  union  there  is  one  daughter,  Pauline. 


I RA  G.  S rONE.  M.  D.,  who  has  been  engaged 
| in  the  practice  of  his  profession  more  than  a 
score  of  years,  stands  well  among  his  medical 
brethren,  and  since  his  arrival  in  Kingfisher  has 
been  identified  with  the  Oklahoma  Territorial 
Medical  Association.  Formerly,  during  his  long 
residence  in  Nebraska,  he  belonged  to  the  Ne- 
braska State  Medical  Association  and  took  a 
leading  part  in  the  councils  of  that  honorable 
body.  Moreover,  he  was,  and  is.  connected 
with  the  American  Medical  Association  and  has 
contributed  articles  to  the  leading  medical  jour- 
nals of  the  period. 

Dr.  Stone  is  a direct  descendant  of  the  patriot. 
I homas  Stone,  w ho  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
this  republic  and  was  one  oi  the  immortal  men 
who  signed  the  declaration  oi  independence.  For 
several  generations  the  Stone  family  dwelt  in 
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New  York  state  and  bore  a prominent  part  in  its 
pioneer  history.  The  doctor's  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Stone,  removed  to  Delaware, 
Ohio,  at  an  early  day  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  son,  Stephen,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y., 
and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  Buckeye  state. 
Until  1853  he  was  numbered  among  the  thrifty 
agriculturists  of  ( )hio,  and  during  the  ensuing 
fifteen  years  lived  in  Iowa.  In  1868  he  went  to 
Boonville,  Mo.,  where  within  a year  he  was  sum- 
moned to  his  last  reward. 

When  the  -Mexican  war  was  being  waged  Mr. 
Stone  volunteered  his  services  to  his  country, 
and  was  commissioned  colonel  of  an  Ohio  regi- 
ment, in  which  capacity  he  acted  during  the 
conflict.  Fraternally  he  was  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order.  His  wife,  the  doctor's  mother, 
was  born  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  in  1817,  and 
in  her  girlhood  was  a schoolmate  of  Rutherford 
B.  Hayes.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Emily 
Moore,  her  father  being  Sidney  Moore,  general 
in  the  Ohio  state  militia  at  one  time.  He  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Stone  de- 
parted this  life  in  Nebraska  in  1899,  loved  and 
revered  by  a large  circle  of  acquaintances.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  were  devout  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  lived  worthy  Chris- 
tian lives.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  deceased.  One  son, 
M.  W.,  was  a member  of  an  Iowa  regiment  in 
the  Federal  army,  and,  having  been  graduated 
in  a medical  college  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon  of  his  regiment.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  medical  practice  at  Wahoo,  Neb. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Ira  G.  Stone  occurred  in 
Washington,  Iowa,  November  27,  1854,  and 
fourteen  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in  that  sec- 
tion. Then,  for  about  two  years,  he  resided  near 
Boonville,  Mo.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1870  ac- 
companied the  family  to  Polk  countv,  Neb., 
where  they  were  among  the  first  settlers.  For 
six  years  he  remained  on  the  homestead,  attend- 
ing to  its  management  and  looking  after  his 
mother's  business  interests.  Polk  countv  was 
not  organized  until  after  they  located  within  its 
borders,  and  the  school  districting  was  made 
thereafter. 

In  the  Centennial  year  Dr.  Stone  went  to 
\\  alioo.  Neb.,  and  commenced  his  medical  stud- 
ies under  the  guidance  of  his  brother,  M.  W. 
Subsequently  he  went  to  (.  liicago  and  pursued 
a course  in  Rush  Medical  College,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  due  time.  Returning  to  Wahoo,  lie 
then  practiced  in  company  with  his  brother  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  success.  He 
continued  in  partnership  with  him  for  several 
years,  and  then  established  an  independent  prac- 
tice in  the  town  of  Mead,  lie  also  lived  in  fan- 


coin,  Neb.,  for  about  one  year,  and  in  the  spring 
of  i8y9*camc  to  Kingfisher,  where  he  embarked 
in  general  practice,  paying  due  attention  to  sur- 
gery. He  is  a profound  student  and  neglects  no 
opportunity  for  advancement  in  his  chosen  field 
of  effort.  His  office  is  located  in  the  Bolding 
building. 

While  a resident  of  Wahoo  Dr.  Stone  married 
Miss  Katie  Andrus,  who  was  born  in  Sanduskv, 
( )hio,  and  in  1874  went  with  her  father,  Phineas 
Andrus,  to  Wahoo,  where  lie  became  a prosper- 
ous merchant.  Three  children  bless  this  union, 
namely:  Hutoka,  Gordon  and  Wilbur.  The  doc- 
tor and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  this  city  and  are  actively 
interested  in  the  promotion  of  all  worthy,  relig- 
ious and  benevolent  enterprises.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  order,  having  joined  the  same 
in  Wahoo,  Neb.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican. 


COL.  JOHN  FRANCIS  STONE,  who  was 
holding  a commission  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  First  Oklahoma  National 
Guard  for  about  a year  preceding  his  death,  was 
honored  and  sincerely  loved  by  all  who  knew 
him  well.  His  untimely,  tragic  death  has  been 
deeply  deplored  by  every  citizen  of  this  territory 
and  by  the  multitudes  of  friends  throughout  the 
United  States  to  whom  he  was  endeared.  For 
the  first  decade  in  the  history  of  Oklahoma  he 
played  an  important  part,  and  his  name  shall 
henceforth  be  enrolled  among  its  founders. 

Knowing  that  the  public  will  esteem  it  a great 
privilege  to  trace  the  career  of  Colonel  Stone, 
the  following  facts  have  been  gleaned  in  regard 
to  his  life  and  relatives.  His  grandparents  were 
of  the  sterling  old  Kentucky  pioneer  stock,  and 
were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  In- 
diana. Frank  Stone,  the  colonel's  father,  was  a 
successful  farmer  of  Wabash  county,  Imh,  until 
his  death,  and  to  himself  and  wife,  who  was  a 
Miss  Metlock  in  her  girlhood,  three  children 
were  born. 

Col.  John  F.  Stone  was  born  February  12, 
i860,  and  passed  his  youth  in  the  peaceful  labors 
of  agriculture.  He  was  a bright,  ambitious  lad. 
and,  after  attending  the  public  schools  and  Wa- 
bash (Ind.)  Normal,  he  went  to  Butler  Uni- 
versity in  Indianapolis,  and  was  graduated  in 
that  well  known  institution  in  1883,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Master  of  Arts.  He  had  worked  his  own 
way  through  college,  and  subsequently  he  held  a 
responsible  position  as  superintendent  of  schools. 
At  the  same  time  he  took  up  the  study  of  law, 
under  the  guidance  of  Hon.  Horace  Speed,  later 
a resident  ol  Gnihrie,  and  finally  was  admitted 
to  the  bar. 

In  1888  Colonel  Stone  went  to  Kiowa,  Kans.. 
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vAurc  he  opened  an  office  and  embarked  in  a 

• ractice  which  he  continued  until  Oklahoma  was 
’ ■ (!H'd  to  the  world.  Foreseeing  the  great  fu- 
. ,!U.  jn  store  for  this  beautiful  region,  he  came  to 

• .athrie  on  that  eventful  .April  22nd,  1889,  and  at 
••cc  began  practicing  his  profession.  Later  he 

,v.s  appointed  assistant  United  States  attorney 
..  r this  territory  and  occupied  this  position  under 
Mr.  Speed,  in  the  meantime  continuing  his  per- 
v.aial  legal  practice  until  the  Spanish-American 
war. 

C olonel  Stone’s  part  in  that  memorable  war  is 
well  known,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  his  rec- 
ord is  one  of  which  his  friends  may  justly  be 
proud.  He  was  commissioned  by  Governor 
Barnes  as  major  of  the  Oklahoma  Battalion, 
and  served  with  the  First  Regiment  of  this  terri- 
tory until  there  was  no  longer  need.  He  was  at 
his  post  of  duty  from  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment, in  May,  1898,  until  February,  1899,  and 
>oon  after  his  return  home  he  was  honored  with 
the  commission  of  colonel  of  the  First  Oklahoma 
National  Guards. 

In  1899  Colonel  Stone  became  financially  in- 
terested in  the  People’s  Bank,  at  Kingfisher,  ami 
was  made  president  of  the  institution.  Frater- 
nally he  was  a member  of  Guthrie  Lodge  No.  2, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Republican.  He  was  a than  of  high  principle  and 
sterling  qualities,  and  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  he 
had  any  personal  enemies.  While  a resident  of 
< mthrie  he  was  a prominent  factor  in  the  up- 
building of  the  Christian  Church,  and  for  a long 
time  he  held  the  office  of  an  elder.  The  bullet  of 
an  assassin,  lying  in  ambush,  laid  Colonel  Stone 
low  on  the  nth  of  January,  1900,  and  he  is  now 
sleeping  his  last  sleep  in  the  beautiful  cemetery 
• t Newcastle,  Pa.,  near  the  old  home  of  Mrs. 
St<  me. 

1 lie  marriage  of  Colonel  Stone  and  wife  was 
solemnized  in  Newcastle  November  24,  1886. 
She  was  then  Miss  Fannie  Phillips,  a daughter 
"i  the  Rev.  John  T.  and  Martha  (Gabel)  Phillips, 
"ho  were  natives  of  (Mount  Jackson,  Pa.,  and 
Meubenville.  Ohio,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
minister  in  the  Christian  Church  for  many  years, 
and  for  a period  was  successfully  engaged  in  the 
■ il  business  in  Butler  countv.  Pa.  He  died  at 
his  home  in  Newcastle,  Pa.,  November  it.  1899, 
w hen  he  was  in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  ( )n  the 
paternal  side  (Mrs.  Stone  is  of  English  descent, 
while  on  the  maternal  side  she  is  of  German- 
Uish  extraction.  Her  grandfather,  John  Phillips, 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  while  her  grand- 
dither,  Jacob  Gabel,  was  born  in  Ohio.  Airs. 
Mone  is  one  of  nine  children,  and  is  the  onlv 
"”e  oi  the  seven  brothers  and  sisters  surviving 
whose  home  is  not  in  Newcastle.  I ler  education 
wa>  Imished  in  Butler  University,  where  she  was 
graduated  in  1884  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 


Arts.  Since  the  death  of  her  lamented  husband 
she  has  dwelt  in  Guthrie,  their  old  home,  and  has 
resumed  her  place  in  the  Christian  Church,  so 
clearly  loved  by  both.  To  her  has  devolved  the 
responsibilty  of  rearing  their  little  son,  Horace 
John,  and  faithfully  she  is  striving  to  take  up 
life’s  duties,  though  her  heart  is  bowed  with 
sorrow. 


THOMAS  \V.  TAYLOR,  who  was  born  and 
■ reared  in  Saline  county,  Mo.,  and  whose 
residence  in  Canadian  county  dates  from 
1893.  is  numbered  among  the  sterling  citizens  of 
Oklahoma.  Though  he  has  met  with  many  re- 
verses, which  would  have  entirely  disheartened 
most  men,  he  has  steadily  pressed  forward  to  the 
goal  he  has  always  had  in  view — -a  competence— 
and  to-day  he  is  reaping  the  fruits  of  his  inde- 
fatigable toil. 

Thomas  T.  and  Margaret  (Davis)  Taylor,  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Maryland 
and  Kentucky,  respectively.  They  made  each 
other’s  acquaintance  in  Saline  county,  Mo.,  and 
after  their  marriage  they  dwelt  in  that  locality  as 
long  as  they  lived.  The  father  died  in  the  prime 
of  his  early  manhood  and  the  mother  noblv 
played  the  double  part  which  thus  devolved  upon 
her  in  rearing  their  children. 

The  birth  of  Thomas  W.  Taylor  occurred  De- 
cember 5,  1834,  on  the  parental  homestead,  and 
during  his  youth  he  mastered  the  principles  of 
farming  and  practical  business  methods.  He 
early  assumed  a large  share  of  the  care  and  re- 
sponsibility connected  with  the  management  of 
the  farm,  and  thus  had  less  opportunity  to  attend 
school  than  he  desired.  He  was  married  when 
he  was  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  bv 
the  assistance  of  his  wife,  who  proved  to  be  a 
devoted  helpmate,  he  succeeded  in  accumulating 
a snug  fortune  by  the  time  that  the  Civil  war 
broke  out.  He  then  owned  a quarter  section  of 
land,  which  was  highly  cultivated  and  bringing 
to  him  a golden  tribute  annually. 

Ihen  followed  one  of  the  most  serious  chap- 
ters in  his  history,  for  he  offered  his  services  to 
his  country,  and  nobly  stood  bv  the  stars  and 
stripes  for  three  years  and  fifteen  days  of  that 
terrible  war-time.  He  enlisted  in  Companv  F, 
Seventh  Missouri  Cavalrv.  M.  S.  M.,  and  saw 
hard  sendee  in  Missouri.  Kansas  and  Arkansas. 
He  participated  in  numerous  skirmishes,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  fiercely-contested  battles 
of  Pea  Ridge,  Aline  Creek  and  Big  Blue.  Though 
his  clothing  was  frequently  pierced  with  shot 
and  shell,  and  on  one  occasion  his  horse  was 
shot  under  him,  he  almost  miraculouslv  escaped 
wounds,  and  though  he  was  ill  several  times  he 
would  not  give  up  sufficientlv  to  go  to  the  hospi- 
tal. lie  was  thoroughly  depended  upon  bv  his 
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superiors  and  never  was  found  wanting  in  loy- 
alty and  efficiency. 

After  the  war-clouds  had  rolled  away  Mr.  Tay- 
lor returned  to  his  farm  and  later  purchased 
more  land.  He  was  prospering  finely  and  the 
future  looked  extremely  bright  to  him  when  he 
made  what  proved  to  be  the  great  mistake  of  his 
life.  In  brief,  he  became  security  for  parties  who 
failed  to  meet  their  obligations,  and  the  result 
was  that  he  saw  his  hard-earned  capital  swept 
away.  In  1893  he  came  to  Oklahoma,  and  at 
that  time  his  wealth  was  mainly  comprised  in  two 
spans  of  mules.  He  traded  two  of  the  animals 
for  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  paid  a balance  in 
cash.  The  land  is  situated  on  section  21,  town- 
ship 14,  range  6 west,  and  Mathewson  is  the 
postoffice.  Many  material  changes  for  the  bet- 
ter have  been  inaugurated  by  the  owner,  and  the 
place  is  now  considered  one  of  the  best  in  the 
township. 

Mr.  Taylor  wedded  Julia  A.  Coy,  December 
17,  1857.  She  likewise  is  a native  of  Saline 
county,  Mo.,  and  in  her  girlhood  she  not  only 
gained  a liberal  education,  but  also  formed  a 
taste  for  literature,  and  is  well  posted  on  general 
subjects.  The  eldest  child  of  this  worthy  couple 
was  James,  who  died  in  Kansas  City,  leaving  a 
wife  and  four  children.  The  other  son,  Jesse, 
was  summoned  by  the  death  angel  when  he  was 
just  on  the  threshold  of  manhood,  twenty  years 
of  age.  May,  the  youngest  daughter,  is  the 
mainstay  and  comfort  of  her  parents,  for  she 
lives  with  them  and  shares  all  of  their  cares.  1 he 
elder  daughters  are  Airs.  Emma  Laughlin.  of 
Johnson  county.  Mo.;  Mrs.  Ida  Zinc,  of  Okla- 
homa; and  Mrs.  Ann  Laughlin,  of  Tipton.  Mo. 
There  are  eight  grandchildren  of  our  subject 
and  wife. 

Brought  up  as  a Whig  politically  Mr.  Taylor 
became  identified  with  the  Republican  party  at 
its  birth  and  has  ever  loyally  stood  by  its  policy. 
Religiously  he  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  denomination.  In  Saline  county  he 
joined  the  Masonic  order,  and  he  still  remains  on 
the  rolls  of  the  lodge  at  Sweet  Springs,  Mo.  In 
that  place  he  also  belonged  to  the  Ancient  ( )rder 
of  Cnited  Workmen,  and.  besides  filling  all  of 
the  local  offices  in  the  lodge,  represented  it  in 
the  Grand  Lodge. 


WILLIAM  O.  TROCT  has  become  a valu- 
able addition  to  the  many  prosperous 
agriculturists  who  have  found  a Mecca 
indeed  in  the  territory  of  ( )klahoma.  His  claim, 
located  on  section  2,  township  17,  range  2 west. 
Logan  county,  has  been  developed  from  a wild 
and  timbered  condition  to  one  of  ulilitv  and  re- 
st hi  rce. 

The  youth  and  early  manhood  of  William  ( >. 


Trout  were  peculiarly  influenced  by  conditions 
incident  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  war.  In  order 
to  carry  on  uninterruptedly  their  agricultural 
pursuits,  his  parents  were  obliged  to  change 
their  location  oftener  than  was  consistent  with 
the  best  results  in  farming.  Born  January  6, 
1848,  in  Warren  county,  Mo.,  he  is  a son  of 
William  M.  and  Harriet  M.  (Pringle)  Trout. 
William  M.  Trout  was  a Whig  and  moved  to 
Missouri  at  a very  early  day.  While  he  did  not 
enter  the  army,  he  was  not  exempt  from  the  an- 
noyances of  war.  W hen  his  sen  WillL.m  \.a  ■ 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  moved  from  Warren 
county  to  St.  Charles  county,  and  thence  to  Lin- 
coln county,  in  search  of  peaceful  conditions, 
everything  being  unsettled,  extortionate  and  at 
times  dangerous.  Xear  the  close  of  the  war  they 
cast  their  lines  with  the  settlers  of  Macoupin 
county,  111.,  where  they  lived  for  sixteen  years 
and  became  fairly  successful  farmers. 

It  argues  well  for  the  perseverance  and  ap- 
plication of  William  O.  Trout  that  during  all 
their  wanderings  from  place  to  place  he  yet  found 
opportunity  to  gain  an  excellent  education 
in  the  public  schools  as  well  as  to  learn  the  best 
methods  of  conducting  a farm.  While  engaged 
in  helping  his  father  he  chanced  to  so  seriously 
injure  his  leg  in  the  horse  power  of  a threshing- 
machine  as  to  necessitate  amputation.  The  ca- 
tastrophe was  a blow  to  him  and  modified  his 
plans  to  some  extent.  He  decided  to  teach  school 
for  a time,  and,  with  this  in  view,  he  took  a 
summer  course  at  Carbondale  Normal  school 
and  taught  for  the  following  three  winters.  The 
money  thus  earned  was  invested  in  land. 

The  romance  connected  with  Mr.  Trout's 
courtship  and  marriage  has  a tinge  of  the  ludi- 
crous and  fateful  about  it.  At  the  time  he  was 
living  in  Macoupin  county,  to  avoid  the  Yankees, 
and  the  young  woman  whom  he  married  Decem- 
ber 24,  1879,  was  living  there  with  her  parents, 
to  avoid  the  Rebels.  She  was  Dilla  Morton,  a 
daughter  of  W.  S.  and  Harriet  (Coplin)  Morton, 
and  was  born  in  Mexico,  Mo.  The  Rebel  and 
Yankee  forces  thus  brought  into  close  juxtapo- 
sition were  forced  to  either  fight  or  lav  down 
their  arms.  The  antipathv  to  bloodshed  was  ap- 
parent from  the  first,  and  the  terms  of  capitula- 
tion seem  to  have  been  arranged  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  cspeciallv  to  the 
Rebel  contingent.  A daughter,  Jessie,  now  Mrs. 
\\  . Id.  Howe,  confesses  to  an  impartial  liking  for 
Rebels  and  Yankees. 

Mr. Trout  is  a Democrat  and  voted  for  Greelev 
in  1872.  While  in  Illinois  he  became  conspicu- 
ous in  a political  way,  and  held  several  impor- 
tant offices,  including  that  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
lie  was  justice  of  the  peace,  collector  and  road 
• upervisor  at  the  same  time.  At  one  time  he  was 
candidate  for  the  board  of  supervisors,  and. 
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though  the  township  was  strongly  Republican, 
lie  was  defeated  by  only  one  vote.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
1 rout  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 


Michael  coxxolly,  a well-known 

agriculturist,  residing  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  24,  township  14.  range 
8 west,  Canadian  countv.  was  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  September  29,  1833,  a son  of 
Michael  and  Ellen  (Heffernan)  Connolly.  He 
was  reared  upon  a farm  and  educated  in  the 
national  schools  of  his  native  land.  In  1848.  at 
the  time  of  the  great  famine  in  that  country,  he 
came  to  America  on  the  Columbus,  a sailing 
vessel,  commanded  by  Capt.  Robert  Mackern,  of 
Maine.  The  voyage  proved  a long  and  stormy 
one  and  the  ship  was  disabled  in  mid-ocean, 
being  finally  towed  by  a Portuguese  man-of-war 
into  Fayall,  on  the  Azores,  where  it  was  repaired. 
Although  Mr.  Connolly  embarked  in  September, 
he  did  not  reach  New  York  until  the  15th  of  the 
following  February.  He  soon  went  to  Maine, 
where  he  worked  on  a railroad  eight  months, 
and  then  returned  to  Xew  York  to  work  on  the 
Erie  canal  a few  months,  being  next  employed  on 
the  Syracuse  & Binghamton  Railroad. 

In  1850  he  went  to  Logan  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  followed  railroading  two  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Illinois,  entering  the  service  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad.  In  1853  he  went  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  worked  on  the  Memphis 
& Charleston  Railroad  about  a year,  and  from 
there  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  enlisted  in 
the  general  service  and  was  transferred  to  Com- 
pany I,  Sixth  United  States  Infantry.  He  was 
stationed  at  Fort  Kearney.  Xeb.,  until  June, 
1857,  when  he  went  to  Utah,  taking  part  with 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston  in  the  Mormon  war,  re- 
maining there  until  discharged  June  15,  1858. 
He  then  located  in  Jefferson  county,  X’eb.,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  While  there  he 
married  Martha  Jane  Alexander,  of  Gage  countv, 
that  state.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company  M, 
Second  X’ebraska  Cavalry,  and  served  nine 
months  in  the  northwest. 

After  the  war  Air.  Connolly  lived  in  Gage 
county,  Xeb.,  until  1869,  when  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  wild  land  in  Jefferson  county,  that  state, 
and  engaged  in  its  improvement  and  cultivation 
for  some  time.  O11  selling  that  he  moved  to 
Nuckolls  county,  Xeb.,  where  he  bought  an- 
other farm  and  made  his  home  for  thirteen  rears. 
Subsequently  he  owned  and  operated  a farm  in 
I 'helps  county,  that  state,  but  was  living  in  Buf- 
falo county,  Xeb.,  when  he  decided  to  come  to 
< Oklahoma  in  1892.  Since  then  he  has  made  his 
home  upon  his  present  farm  and  has  given  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  its  improvement  and 
cultivation. 


While  living  in  Nebraska  Mr.  Connolly's  first 
wife  died,  leaving  two  children,  John  Y.  and 
William  A.,  both  of  whom  are  now  married,  have 
families  of  their  own,  and  are  engaged  in  farming 
in  NTickolls  county,  Xeb.  In  Jefferson  county, 
that  state,  our  subject  was  again-  married  March 
15,  1868,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Lucy 
Powell,  a native  of  Monroe  county,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Amelia  (Blair  ) Powell.  By 
this  union  eleven  children  were  born,  five  sons 
and  six  daughters,  of  whom  three  daughters-died 
in  infancy.  Of  the  others  we  note  the  following: 
Thomas,  the  oldest,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years: 
Omar  D.  is  a farmer  of  Kingfisher  county,  Okla.: 
Edwin  Forrest,  a farmer  living  near  Waukomis, 
Okla.,  is  married  and  has  one  child,  Earl; 
Charles,  born  in  X’uckolls  county,  Xeb.,  married 
and  lived  in  Custer  county,  Okla.,  where  he  and 
his  only  child,  Ralph  Walter,  lost  their  lives 
April  8,  1900,  by  the  falling  in  of  his  sod-house 
on  the  farm.  Daisy  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Hender- 
son, of  Oklahoma,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Charles  E.  Walter,  Ora  and  Viola  are  still  with 
their  parents. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
U.  S.  Grant,  in  1868,  Mr.  Connolly  has  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  partv  and 
has  taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs,  serving  two  terms  as  county  com- 
missioner in  Phelps  county,  Xeb.,  and  school 
director  for  some  years.  He  has  been  township 
trustee  in  Cement  township,  Canadian  countv, 
Okla.,  two  years,  and  was  the  Republican  nom- 
inee for  county  commissioner  in  1898.  but  was 
defeated  by  nine  'votes  on  account  of  the  fusion 
ticket.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  is  a member 
of  Sharon  Post  Xo.  27,  G.  A.  R. 


OHX  QUIGLEY  WADDELL,  D.  D.  S. 
The  laborious  study  and  constant  research 
of  Dr.  \\  added  along  the  line  of  his  chosen 
work,  that  of  dental  surgery,  has  met  with  the 
appreciation  due  so  painstaking  and  conscien- 
tious a member  of  the  profession.  This  recogni- 
tion of  merit  is  not  alone  confined  to  the  residents 
of  Kingfisher,  who  have  profited  by  his  skill  since 
1892.  but  has  been  substantially  acknowledged 
by  the  governor  of  the  territory,  who,  in  1895, 
appointed  him  a member  of  the  Oklahoma  Board 
of  Dental  Examiners,  and  they  in  turn  elected 
him  president  of  the  board  at  its  organization. 
Governor  Renfrow  confirmed  his  wise  decision 
in  1897  by  causing  Dr.  \\  addell’s  second  ap- 
pointment to  the  same  position,  the  term  of  ser- 
vice to  extend  over  a period  of  four  vears. 

Surrounded  in  his  youth  by  an  atmosphere  of 
intelligence  and  refinement,  Dr.  Waddell  inher- 
its to  a degree  the  ability  to  turn  his  talents  to 
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the  best  possible  account.  Of  sturdy  Scotch 
ancestry  on  the  paternal  side,  he  is  a grandson 
of  William  Waddell,  who,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
century,  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  early  pioneers 
of  Virginia,  and  later  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he 
conducted  a farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Springfield. 
His  son,  J.  M.  Waddell,  D.  D.,  the  father  of 
John,  came  to  an  early  decision  to  enter  the 
ministrv,  and  with  this  object  in  view  graduated 
from  the  Allegheny  College  and  Theological 
Seminary  and  entered  upon  his  long  and  useful 
ministry  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Decatur, 
Ohio.  During  the  war  he  served  for  a hundred 
days  as  captain  in  an  Ohio  regiment,  and  was 
later  appointed  chaplain  of  the  same.  For  eight 
years  he  was  associated  with  a church  at  Kirk- 
wood. 111.,  and  for  eighteen  years  ministered  to 
the  spiritual  and  intellectual  welfare  of  Knox- 
ville, 111.  While  at  the  latter  place  he  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Knox 
College,  Galesburg.  A later  charge  was  the 
church  at  Lisbon,  X.  D.  His  wife.  Mattie  J. 
(Quigley)  Waddell,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Quigley.  Airs.  Waddell 
died  at  Kirkwood  when  her  son  John  was  four 
years  old.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  other 
children,  W.  E.,  a graduate  of  Knox  College, 
Galesburg,  111.,  and  of  the  Pultee  Medical  Col- 
lege, is  ex-secretary  of  the  faculty  of  Hering 
College,  Chicago,  111.,  and  is  now  practicing 
medicine  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Mary,  die  only 
daughter,  died  when  three  years  of  age.  Dr. 
J.  M.  Waddell  contracted  a second  marriage, 
and  of  this  union  there  is  one  son.  Ralph,  who  is 
living  at  home  and  attending  Knox  College. 

Owing  to  difficulty  with  his  eyes.  John  Wad- 
dell, who  was  born  in  Decatur.  111.,  February  10, 
1866,  received  much  of  his  early  educational 
training  from  his  father,  and  subsequently  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  of  his  native  town. 
In  1887  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  with  Dr. 
J.  W.  Adams,  of  Knoxville,  and  later  attended 
the  Chicago  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  a de- 
partment of  Lake  Forest  University,  from  which 
lie  was  graduated  in  1890,  receiving  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  In  Canton,  Fulton 
county,  111.,  Dr.  Waddell  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  going  from  there  after 
eighteen  months  to  Beatrice,  Neb.,  and  event- 
ually, in  1892,  settling  in  Kingfisher,  Okla.  He 
has  here  established  an  enviable  reputation,  and 
has  added  to  his  own  comfort  and  convenience 
and  to  the  appearance  of  the  town  by  erecting,  in 
1900,  a commodious  and  homelike  residence. 

Dr.  Waddell  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ella 
Cummings,  of  Atchison,  Kans.,  and  a daughter 
of  S.  II.  Cummings,  a prominent  real-estate  man 
of  Pond  Creek.  Okla.,  and  the  first  postmaster 
of  the  place.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Waddell  have  an 
adopted  child  named  Fern  C.  Waddell.  The 


Waddell  family  are  prominent  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  Kingfisher,  in  which  organization 
the  doctor  is  a ruling  elder,  the  clerk  of  sessions 
and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  lie 
is  a member  of  the  Fifth  Illinois  Regiment,  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  is  second  lieutenant  of  the 
company.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  and  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica. 


E.  TIXCHFR.  The  high  rank  which  King- 
fisher has  attained  within  a few  vears  in 
the  sisterhood  of  the  representative  cities 
of  Oklahoma  is  due  to  the  sterling,  enterprising 
citizens  who  constitute  her  commercial  class, 
and  those  who,  in  public  positions  of  trust  and 
honor,  have  molded  her  destiny.  Prominent 
among  these  is  the  gentleman  of  whom  this 
sketch  is  penned — one  of  the  first  members  of 
the  city  council  and  for  the  past  seven  years 
treasurer  of  the  city  funds.  He  possesses  marked 
financial  ability  and  has  given  entire  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned  in  the  administration  of  local 
affairs.  A man  of  progressive  ideas  and  public 
spirit,  he  advocates  all  measures  which  he  be- 
lieves will  accrue  to  the  general  welfare  of  our 
people. 

Hon.  John  L.  Tincher,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  during  his  mature 
life  he  was  identified  chiefly  with  Illinois,  where 
he  won  distinction  and  material  success.  In  the 
house  of  representatives  and  in  the  senate 
of  his  chosen  state  he  served  for  a number 
of  terms,  and  for  a long  period  he  was 
engaged  in  the  banking  business  in  Dan- 
ville, at  first  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Tincher  & English,  and  later  as  one  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Danville. 
He  was  summoned  to  his  eternal  rest  in  1870, 
when  about  fifty  years  of  age.  His  widow,  now 
living  at  her  old  home  in  Danville,  was  MBs 
Caroline  R.  Hicks  in  her  girlhood.  She  was 
born  in  Fountain  county,  Ind.,  on  the  pioneer 
homestead  which  had  been  cleared  by  her  father, 
George  Hicks,  a New  England  man.  Two  of  the 
eight  children  born  to  John  L.  Tincher  and  wife 
are  deceased. 

J.  E.  Tincher  was  born  in  Danville,  111..  April 
1,  1858.  and  when  of  a suitable  age  commenced 
laying  the  foundations  of  knowledge  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  He  pursued  a course  of  study  in  the 
Collegiate  & Commercial  Institute,  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  later  attended  Williston  Sem- 
inary. at  East  Hampton,  Mass.  Returning  then 
to  Danville,  the  young  man  embarked  in  busi- 
ness, conducting  a men’s  furnishing  goods  store 
for  three  or  more  years.  In  1883  he  went  to 
Kansas,  and,  with  some  other  enterprising  men, 
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assisted  in  the  founding  of  Xescatunga,  Co- 
manche county.  There  he  embarked  in  the  drug 
business  and  prospered  in  his  undertaking.  On 
i he  22nd  of  April,  1889,  he  came  to  Kingfisher, 
and  when  affairs  here  hacl  settled  into  a business- 
like shape  he  removed  his  stock  of  drugs  from 
Kansas  to  this  county  seat,  and  has  since  been 
numbered  among  the  leading  business  men  of 
the  place.  He  owns  two  valuable  farms  in  this 
countv  and  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  laud  and  to  the  raising  of  live 
stock. 

One  of  the  organizers  of  the  Central  State 
Bank,  Mr.  Tincher  has  served  on  its  board  of 
directors  ever  since,  and  in  1900  it  was  reorgan- 
ized, becoming  the  First  Rational  Bank  of  King- 
fisher. Initiated  into  the  Masonic  order  in  Dan- 
ville, he  now  belongs  to  Kingfisher  Lodge  Xo. 
8.  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  to  Cyrene  Chapter  Xo.  6, 
R.  A.  M.  There  is  no  uncertainty  as  to  his  po- 
litical faith,  for  the  Republican  party  has  no 
truer  exponent  and  champion.  The  lady  whom 
he  chose  to  share  the  joys  and  sorrows  which 
life  might  have  in  store  for  him  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Delta  Berry.  She  was  born  in  Holden, 
Mo.,  and  their  marriage  took  place  in  Comanche 
county,  Kans.,  in  1887.  One  bright  little  boy, 
Donald,  blesses  their  home  and  brings  sunshine 
into  the  hearts  of  all  who  know  him. 


HEXRY  WULFF,  one  of  the  energetic  busi- 
ness men  to  whose  efforts  Guthrie  is  in- 
debted for  its  prosperity  and  high  standing 
among  the  cities  of  the  west,  is  a native  of  Ger- 
many, his  birth  having  occurred  in  Steinhaussen, 
( Mdenburg,  January  8,  1864.  His  father,  Ger- 
hardt  Wulff,  of  the  same  province,  was  a success- 
ful business  man,  and  during  the  Schleswig- 
Holstein  war  he  served  in  his  country's  army, 
lie  died  in  1873,  but  his  widow  is  stiff  living, 
now  being  in  her  sixty-fourth  year.  She  was 
Miss  Mctha  Tapken  in  her  girlhood,  and  since 
the  death  of  her  husband  has  resided  upon  their 
old  homestead  in  the  Fatherland.  Of  their  ten 
children  three  are  deceased,  one  son,  Gustav, 
having  been  killed  by  lightning  in  18S5,  when 
he  was  living  in  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Henry  W’ulff,  who  is  the  only  representative 
of  his  father’s  family  in  America,  received  a good 
general  education  in  the  public  schools.  When 
lie  was  fourteen  years  old  he  went  to  Jevcr,  near 
the  Xorth  Sea,  and  there  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  a carpenter  and  stair-builder.  During 
the  four  years  of  this  preparation  for  his  life- 
work  he  received  no  payment  except  his  food, 
and  provided  all  of  his  own  clothes.  Being  an 
ambitious  youth  he  attended  an  evening  school 
during  the  entire  four  years,  continuing  his  stud- 
ies in  mathematics,  drawing  and  architecture. 


After  having  so  systematically  and  thoroughly 
mastered  everything  pertaining  to  his  chosen 
calling,  it  is  not  strange  that  he  determined  that 
he  would  not  diverge  from  his  work,  in  order  to 
devote  three  years  to  military  service,  as  the  law 
of  his  land  required  of  able-bodied  young  men. 

Therefore,  in  June,  1882,  Mr.  Wulff  left  Bre- 
men on  a steamship  bound  for  Xew  York  citv. 
Going  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  he  found  plenty  of 
employment  at  his  trade,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
years  his  brother  joined  him.  In  1886  our  sub- 
ject commenced  taking  contracts  and  transacting 
business  on  his  own  account  and  met  with  grati- 
fying success.  With  foresight  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  would  locate  in  Oklahoma 
when  it  was  thrown  open  to  white  settlers,  for  he 
knew  that  builders  would  be  in  great  demand. 
He  arrived  in  Guthrie  on  the  third  train  that 
reached  this  place  April  22,  1889,  and  at  once 
selected  a lot.  In  company  with  some  other  men 
he  chopped  some  trees,  and  in  this  primitive 
manner  formed  a bridge  across  the  creek.  It 
was  situated  at  a point  a short  distance  west  of 
Fourth  street,  on  Oklahoma  avenue,  and  was 
used  for  over  a month,  or  until  a new  bridge  was 
built.  Mr.  W’ulff  invested  the  capital  which  he 
had  in  lumber  and  built  a store,  40x50  feet  in 
dimensions.  He  has  rented  it  ever  since,  and 
from  time  to  time  has  purchased  other  property 
and  put  up  buildings  to  rent.  On  both  sides  of 
the  cottonwood  he  has  constructed  a great  num- 
ber of  stores  and  residences,  and  in  addition  to 
this  has  built  many  cold  storage  plants  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  this  territory  for  the  Ferd  Heim 
Brewing  Company,  and  also  increased  the  Guth- 
rie plant  of  the  Pabst  company. 

In  the  spring  of  1900  Air.  Wulff  was  elected  to 
represent  the  fourth  ward  in  the  citv  council.  He 
has  been  an  effective  factor  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  actively  supporting  all 
local  enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  the  place. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  committees  on  streets  and 
alleys  and  printing,  and  is  a member  of  the  com- 
mittees on  fire  protection  and  water  supplv.  The 
local  water-works  are  to  be  enlarged  and  made 
further  reaching  in  scope.  Fraternally  Air. Wulff 
is  a charter  member  of  the  Sons  of  Herman  and 
is  ex-president  of  the  lodge,  and  is  also  identified 
with  the  Guthrie  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows.  Relig- 
iously he  is  a Lutheran  and  is  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  church  here. 

For  a wife  Mr.  Wulff  chose  Miss  Annie  Rit- 
terbusch,  a native  of  Butler  county,  Xcb.  Thev 
have  a son  and  a daughter,  their  names  being, 
respectively,  Rheinhart  and  Alma.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wulff  have  been  married  five  years,  the  cere- 
mony which  united  their  destinies  having  been 
performed  in  Guthrie  April  to,  1896.  They  have  a 
pleasant  modern  home  at  Xo.  1420  West  Logan 
street. 
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EDWTX  LOW  E,  an  enterprising  and  promi- 
nent agriculturist  of  Logan  county,  residing 
on  section  36,  township  17,  range  1 west, 
lias  contributed  largely  toward  the  progress  and 
development  of  his  adopted  country,  and  is  large- 
hearted  and  public-spirited  and  interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Air.  Lowe  was  born  in  Vienna,  Oneida  county, 
X.  Y.,  May  19,  1834.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Fannie  (Boutelle)  Lowe.  He  was  reared  on 
his  father's  farm  in  Oneida  county,  X\  Y.,  and 
early  displayed  an  aptitude  for  agriculture  and  a 
diligence  of  application  at  the  public  schools. 
His  parents  moved  eventually  to  Cattaraugus 
county,  X.  Y.,  and  there  continued  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age 
young  Lowe  decided  to  start  out  in  the  world 
for  himself,  and  with  this  object  in  view  went  to 
Wisconsin,  and  later  to  Minnesota,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  went  to  Iowa  and  remained  on  a farm  for 
several  years,  after  which  he  rented  his  place  to 
another  party. 

Going  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  Air.  Lowe 
engaged  in  mining  in  the  vicinity  of  Denver. 
In  1862  he  returned  to  the  home  farm  and  there 
worked  for  a year,  when  he  enlisted  for  the  war 
in  Company  I,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  under  Colonel  Dewey,  serving  for  three 
years.  He  was  in  the  thick  of  the  fight  during 
all  of  the  campaign  along  the  Alississippi  river 
under  General  Grant.  His  first  battle  was  at 
Port  Gibson,  his  second  at  Raymond,  Aliss,  his 
third  at  Champion  Hill  and  his  fourth  at  Black 
River  bridge.  Then  followed  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg, which  lasted  for  forty-seven  days.  Prior  to 
the  siege  he  was  in  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Alil- 
likens  Head  in  Louisiana.  He  was  with  Banks 
in  the  Red  River  campaign,  and  in  1863  win- 
tered in  Texas  and  aided  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Esperanza.  During  1865  he  participated  in  sev- 
eral engagements  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  and 
after  the  capture  of  Mobile  was  sent  to  Texas  to 
maneuver  against  Alaximillian  in  Alexico,  but 
did  not  get  across  the  border  because  the  French 
came  to  terms  and  the  army  was  withdrawn.  Air. 
Lowe  was  honorably  discharged  in  1865.  His 
war  career  was  remarkable  in  that  lie  was  never 
wounded  or  captured,  and  with  the  exception  of 
a siege  of  the  measles,  which  incapacitated  him 
for  a few  weeks,  suffered  few  of  the  vicissitudes 
of  war.  At  the  siege  of  Alobile  a shell  burst  at 
his  feet  and  wounded  a man  standing  at  his  side, 
but  he  himself  escaped  uninjured.  1 le  was  under 
arrest  but  once  and  that  was  for  appropriating 
neighborly  rails  to  keep  his  bed  out  of  the  water 
and  mud. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army,  ATr.  Lowe 
returned  to  his  home  in  Iowa,  where  he  engaged 


in  farming  until  1880.  On  removing  from  there 
to  Xebraska,  he  took  up  land  in  Gage  county 
and  there  made  his  home  for  eleven  years.  His 
residence  in  Oklahoma  dates  from  1891.  ( )n 

coming  to  this  territory  he  secured  a tract  of 
school  land.  About  sixty  acres  of  his  farm  is 
now  under  cultivation  and  in  a highly  improved 
state.  Besides  general  farming  he  has  given 
considerable  attention  to  gardening  and  horticul- 
ture. He  aims  always  at  the  most  advanced  and 
scientific  methods,  and  works  with  the  most 
modern  appliances.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  John 
C.  Fremont  in  1856. 

In  January,  1869,  Air.  Lowe  married  Airs. 
Jane  Cotter,  nee  Davis,  a daughter  of  \V.  AI.  and 
Alartha  (Dennison)  Davis,  of  Kentucky.  Her 
father  died  when  she  was  a child  and  she  was 
reared  and  educated  by  an  uncle.  To  Air.  and 
Airs.  Lowe  have  been  born  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living,  viz.:  John  C\,  Winfield  S., 
Edna  AL,  Jessie  P>.  and  James  William.  The 
second  child,  Fannie  E.,  died  August  23,  1S90, 
aged  eighteen  years,  and  Edwin,  the  third  child, 
died  when  eight  months  old. 

Air.  Lowe  is  a believer  in  eternal  life  (which 
he  considers  already  begun),  governed  by  natural 
and  rigid  laws,  and  is  thus  incredulous  about 
miracles  or  special  revelations.  His  views  are 
shared  by  his  family.  He  considers  moral  living 
of  more  importance  than  belief  in,  or  the  practice 
of,  any  or  all  religions. 


JAAIES  S.  RUSSELL,  one  of  the  progressive 
agriculturists  of  Canadian  county,  is  de- 
serving of  a place  among  its  representative 
citizens.  A son  of  Weldon  and  Frances  (Shack- 
elford) Russell,  he  was  born  in  Casey  county, 
Ky.,  Alay  24,  1859.  His  father  also  is  a native 
of  Kentucky,  and  prior  to  and  during  the  Civil 
war  he  was  numbered  among  the  stanch  defend- 
ers of  the  Union.  He  served  in  the  Federal 
ami)  , and  soon  after  the  conflict  had  ceased  lie 
went  to  DeWitt  county,  111.,  where  he  carried  on 
a farm  for  some  years.  About  1882  he  removed 
to  Elk  county,  Kans.,  where  he  is  yet  living  and 
owns  a valuable  homestead. 

The  youth  of  James  S.  Russell  was  spent  in  the 
peaceful  labors  of  agriculture,  and  as  lie  lived  in 
a region  where  good  public  schools  abounded 
he  acquired  an  excellent  education.  He  was  the 
first  of  his  family  to  go  to  Kansas,  and  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  for  some  time  he  car- 
ried on  a liver\  stable  in  Wichita,  Sedgwick 
county,  making  a success  of  the  undertaking. 
Then  selling  out,  he  went  to  Alissouri,  where 
he  purchased  cattle,  which  he  first  took  to  Sum- 
ner county,  Kans.,  and  later  to  Elk  county,  same 
state,  hrom  1887  to  1895  he  was  engaged  in 
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the  cattle  business  in  Beaver  county  (then 
known  as  Xo  Man’s  Land),  Okla.,  and  during 
the  next  two  years  he  made  his  home  in  Barber 
county,  Kans.  Three  years  ago  he  located  on 
his  present  homestead,  which  is  situated  on  the 
northeastern  quarter  of  section  26,  township 
14,  range  6 west,  his  postoffice  being  Mathew  - 
son.  He  soon  inaugurated  many  changes  for  the 
better  in  this  property,  and  has  many  more  sub- 
stantial improvements  in  view.  While  he  is 
thoroughly  interested  in  all  public  affairs,  he  is 
in  no  sense  a politician,  and  contents  himself 
with  casting  his  ballot  for  Democratic  nominees 
and  principles,  as  his  views  accord  with  that 
party's  platform. 

Mr.  Russell  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the 
family  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Long,  and  July  15,  1885.  in 
Winfield,  Kans.,  he  w as  united  in  marriage  with 
the  doctor's  daughter,  Marguerite.  Her  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Katherine  Smith.  Live 
children  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell, namely:  Katie,  who  was  born  in  Greenwood 
county,  Kans.;  Elisha  Weldon,  born  in  Beaver 
county,  Okla.;  Laura  Ella  and  William  Edwin, 
both  of  whom  also  are  natives  of  that  county; 
and  Cora  Lillian,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the 
homestead  now  ow  ned  and  managed  by  our  sub- 
ject. 


WILLIAM  E.  MALALEY.  One  of  the 
best  known  of  the  pioneers  in  the  Pan- 
handle and  Indian  territory  is  William 
E.  Malaley,  who  has  been  associated  with  this 
region  more  or  less  for  a quarter  of  a century 
and  has  witnessed  remarkable  changes  here.  He 
was  born  in  Talladega,  Randolph  county,  Ala., 
but  his  father,  Edward  Malaley,  was  a native  of 
Ireland.  The  latter  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Alabama  when  he  was  young  and  for. some  years 
assisted  in  carrying  on  his  father's  tannery.  La- 
ter he  engaged  in  a mercantile  business  in  Talla- 
dega. and  was  called  to  his  reward  prior  to  the 
Civil  war.  For  a wife  he  had  chosen  Anna  Car- 
ter, a native  of  Alabama,  in  which  state  she  like- 
wise died.  Her  father  was  a native  of  England, 
who,  after  his  settlement  in  the  south,  was  en- 
gaged in  building  and  contracting.  ( )ne  of  his 
sons  was  a commissioned  officer  in  the  Confed- 
erate army  during  the  Civil  war. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  on  Xew 
"War's  day,  1851.  Though  he  was  reared  in  the 
south,  his  sympathies  were  with  the  Union  when 
the  storm  clouds  began  to  gather.  Though  a 
mere  lad  he  made  his  way  to  Eastport,  Miss., 
where  he  became  a dispatch  messenger  for 
Colonel  Wells,  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana  Cavalrv, 
and  continued  with  that  regiment  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Then,  accompanying  Lieutenant 
Stober  of  the  gallant  Eleventh  to  Wabash  Citv, 
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Ind.,  he  attended  the  local  schools  for  a period, 
as  he  felt  the  need  of  a better  education.  Later 
he  obtained  a position  as  a clerk,  and  was  vari- 
ously employed  for  a few  years'. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1870,  W.  E.  Malaley 
came  to  the  west  and  purchased  a farm  near 
Burlington,  Coffey  county,  Kans.  After  carry- 
ing on  that  place  for  a period  he  leased  land  in 
Jackson  county,  same  state,  and  turned  his  at- 
tention more  especially  to  the  cattle  business. 
In  1872  he  made  his  first  trip  into  Oklahoma, 
and  for  several  years  was  employed  in  the  Indian 
service  at  Darlington.  On  the  5th  of  July,  1874, 
while  coming  north  on  the  Chisholm  trail,  with 
a United  States  escort.  John  D.  Miles  and  a lieu- 
tenant from  Fort  Sill,  they  discovered  the  body 
of  Patrick  Hennessey,  partly  consumed  by  fire. 
He  had  been  killed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of 
Hennessey,  anti  his  remains  were  buried  at  the 
spot  now  marked  by  a monument.  Continuing 
in  the  Indian  service  until  1875,  Mr.  Malaley 
then  went  to  Wichita,  where  he  and  J.  A. 
Covington  engaged  in  train  bossing  for  the  gov- 
ernment, making  trips  between  Wichita  and  Dar- 
lington, instructing  Indians  in  the  mode  of  trans- 
portation. In  the  meantime  he  also  was  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business  at  Pond  Creek,  at  which 
point  he  kept  a small  hotel,  for  it  was  a stage 
station.  He  also  acted  as  the  first  postmaster  of 
the  place,  where  he  remained  until  it  became 
necessary  for  him  to  leave  the  territorv  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  president’s  proclamation. 

As  early  as  1879  Mr.  Malaley  had  gone  to 
Texas  and  established  a ranch  near  Wheeler,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Sweet  Water  river.  For  eight 
years  he  was  interested  in  raising  cattle  there 
and  then  sold  out  his  interest  in  that  section. 
He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  movement  of 
securing  leases  for  cattle  ranges  in  the  Cherokee, 
Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  strip,  and  was  finan- 
cially interested  in  the  great  concern  known  as 
the  Cheyenne  & Arapahoe  Cattle  Companv.  as 
at  one  time  he  had  876,000  invested  in  the  same. 
The  president's  proclamation  necessitating  evac- 
uation of  this  property  caused  him  a heave  loss, 
and  an  exceedingly  severe  winter  also  proved 
disastrous  to  cattle  men,  Xevertheless  he  was 
instrumental  in  preserving  order,  and,  being  un- 
der the  protection  of  government  troops,  he  fre- 
quently arrested  desperate  characters,  some  of 
whom  were  engaged  in  distributing  ammunition 
and  whiskey.  He  was  a leader  in  the  pioneer 
days  of  this  locality  and  has  experienced  some 
exciting  times.  Xaught  but  his  great  courage 
and  coolness  in  times  of  danger  saved  his  life  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  and  among  the  names 
which  the  Indians  gave  to  him  is  one  especiallv 
significant,  as,  translated,  it  signifies,  “White 
Man  Chief — sees  all  the  time.  ' He  it  was  who 
originated  the  plan  of  paying  the  red  men  a 
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certain  amount  per  head  for  allowing-  cattle  to 
have  range  of  the  prairies,  this  matter  being 
satisfactorily  arranged  with  Chief  Bushy  Head. 
Mr.  Malalev  continued  in  the  cattle  business 
until  1890,  with  residence  in  Caldwell.  Sum- 
ner county,  Kans.,  when  he  returned  to  Texas, 
and  continued  in  the  same  line  of  business 
in  Lipscomb  county,  there  managing  a ranch 
of  seventy  thousand  acres,  but  still  making 
his  home  in  Caldwell.  In  May,  1893,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  extensive  interests  there  and 
came  to  Hennessey,  where  lie  bought  one- 
half  interest  in  the  livery  business  of  \Y.  T.  Ha- 
vard.  Together  they  continued  until  1899,  when 
our  subject  purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  alone  in  business.  1 he 
Red  Barn,  as  the  livery  and  sale  stable  is  known, 
is  the  largest  in  the  city,  and  without  doubt  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  equipment  of  any  in  the  ter- 
ritory. The  proprietor  handles  a great  number 
of  horses  and  mules  annually  and  makes  a point 
of  keeping  an  excellent  line  of  carriages  and  road 
wagons.  In  addition  to  this  enterprise  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  grain  business  for  some 
time  and  had  a branch  office  at  Waukomis. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Malalev  was  a member 
of  the  Panhandle  Live  Stock  Association.  I11 
politics  he  is  a Republican  and  has  been  very 
active  in  national  and  county  affairs.  Some  time 
ago  he  served  for  a year  as  a member  of  the  city 
council,  and  was  again  elected  to  the  council  in 
1900,  but  the  multiplicity  of  his  business  duties 
leads  him  to  decline  many  public  honors.  Fra- 
ternally he  was  initiated  into  Masonry  in  Coro- 
nado Lodge  No.  9,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Hennessey, 
and  he  now  has  reached  the  thirty-second  degree, 
belonging  to  Guthrie  Consistory.  He  is  also 
identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Gener- 
ositv  is  one  of  his  chief  characteristics,  and  many 
arc  his  donations  to  charities  and  church  organ- 
izations. 

The  marriage  of  W.  E.  Malalev  and  Miss 
Katie  Lamb  took  place  in  Wellington,  Kans.,  in 
1880.  She  is  a native  of  Bethel,  Morgan  county. 
111.,  and  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  that  state, 
and  in  Kansas  received  a good  education.  Our 
subject  and  wife  have  one  child,  namely,  William 
Eugene. 


JW.  WALTON,  one  of  the  prominent  and 
most  esteemed  citizens  of  Kingfisher,  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  the  "old  South.” 
His  paternal  grandfather  passed  his  entire  life  in 
Virginia,  and  his  father,  William  P.  Walton,  a 
native  of  the  same  state,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Missouri.  He  died  in  1875.  respected 
and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  is  survived 
bv  his  wife,  who  is  making  her  home  in  Clinton, 
Mo.  A native  of  Cooper  county,  Mo.,  she  is 


Louisa,  daughter  of  Samuel  Turley,  who  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  and  was  one  of  the  historic 
“old-timers,”  associating  with  Daniel  Boone.  Kit 
Carson  and  others  of  that  heroic  band  of  fron- 
tiersmen. In  1816  he  located. in  Cooper  county, 
Mo.,  which  then  was  an  almost  uninhabited  wil- 
derness, and  after  contributing  greatly  to  the 
upbuilding  of  that  then  far  western  region  lie 
was  called  to  his  reward,  having  attained  his 
eighty-third  year. 

The  birth  of  J.  W.  Walton,  the  fourth  of  nine 
children,  who  grew  to  maturity,  took  place  upon 
the  parental  homestead  near  Boonville,  Cooper 
county,  Mo.,  July  3,  1853.  His  education  was 
that  of  the  neighborhood  schools,  and  on  the 
farm  he  acquired  practical  knowledge  of  agricul- 
ture. When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  his 
father  sold  his  property  and  removed  to  Clinton. 
Henry  county,  Mo.  The  young  man  continued 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  until  1876,  when  he 
went  to  Webster  county,  Mo.,  and  there  became 
interested  in  the  live  stock  business.  In  1882 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  sheriff  of  the 
county  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  January, 
1885.  At  that  time  he  became  a resident  of  the 
thriving  place.  Garden  City,  Kans.,  and  for  four 
years  was  connected  with  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness there.  Since  coming  to  Kingfisher  in  April, 
1889,  he  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  dealing- 
in  real  estate  and  in  making  loans,  and  to  his 
influence  much  of  the  local  prosperity  is  attribu- 
ted. Few  have  been  more  certain  of  the  future 
of  this  place,  and  his  confidence  has  inspired 
many  to  make  investments  and  settlement  here. 
In  1892  he  located  a claim  at  a point  eight  miles 
west  of  Kingfisher,  but  he  did  not  retain  the 
property  long.  From  time  to  time  he  has  built 
residences  and  business  blocks,  and  has  improved 
property  in  various  ways.  In  June,  1899,  he 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business  also,  but  sold 
out  in  April,  1900,  as  he  found  that  his  real- 
estate  interests  demanded  his  whole  attention. 

Four  years  ago  Mr.  Walton  was  elected  by  his 
Democratic  friends  to  a place  in  the  city  council, 
representing  the  first  ward.  He  served  efficiently 
for  two  years,  and  in  1900  was  again  elected  to 
the  board  of  city  fathers.  He  is  active  in  the 
ranks  of  the  party  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
county  central  committee.  Fraternally  he  be- 
longs to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Walton  and  Miss  Maggie 
Schwendener  occurred  in  Kingfisher  September 
18,  1894.  She  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  a daugh- 
ter of  Christian  Schwendener,  now  numbered 
among  the  farmers  of  Kingfisher  county  and  of 
Swiss  descent.  Three  children  grace  the  home 
of  our  subject  and  wife,  namely:  Louisa,  Ruth 
and  James,  bright,  promising  little  ones,  dear  to 
all  who  know  them. 


' 
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ANDREW  ARNOTE.  TheArnote  family  has 
included  among  its  members  those  who  liave 
been  conspicuous  in  the  religious  world, and 
who  have  exerted  through  the  medium  of  their 
noble  and  upright  lives  a great  moral  and  intel- 
lectual influence  upon  their  respective  communi- 
ties. A notable  follower  in  the  world  of  unselfish 
usefulness  and  large-hearted  devotion  to  the 
principles  of  kindliness  is  this  latter-day  descend- 
ant, Andrew  Arnote. 

Mr.  Arnote  was  born  in  Ray  county,  Mo.,  in 
1844.  His  father,  Adam  B..  of  Monroe  county, 
Ya.,  was  reared  in  Virginia.,  and  moved  to  Haw- 
kins county,  Term.,  with  his  parents,  when  but 
a boy.  When  grown,  he  went,  in  1S32,  to  north- 
ern Missouri,  and  pre-empted  government  land, 
upon  which  he  conducted  general  farming,  and 
there  he  lived  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
in  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  His 
father.  William,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
migrated  to  Virginia,  and  from  there  to  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-nine  years.  He  was  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  and  is  still  remembered  in  Haw- 
kins county,  Tenn.,  in  which  place  he  was 
numbered  among  the  most  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive of  the  early  settlers.  He  was  a large  land- 
owner  and  slave-holder,  and  had  much  to  do  with 
the  development  of  his  locality.  An  extremely 
religious  man,  he  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  an  exhorter  in  the  same. 
He  served  with  courage  and  fidelity  in  the  war 
of  1812.  His  father,  Jesse,  the  great-grandfather 
of  Andrew  Arnote,  came  from  England  and  set- 
tled in  New  Jersey  at  a very  early  day,  where 
he  died  at  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
years.  One  of  his  ancestors  was  John  Arnote, 
a famous  preacher  of  England.  The  mother  of 
Andrew  Arnote  was  formerly  Polly  Bishop,  a 
native  of  Virginia.  She  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  viz.: 
W illiam,  Allen,  John,  Andrew,  and  Catherine, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Womsley.  Mrs.  Ar- 
note died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Missouri,  in 
1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 

Andrew  Arnote  spent  his  youth  on  his  father's 
farm  in  his  native  state,  and  later  became  self- 
supporting  when  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his 
own  responsibility.  He  studied  diligently  at  the 
public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  be- 
came connected  with  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Christian  Union,  and  soon  after  began  his  min- 
isterial career.  In  1874  occurred  his  ordination 
by  the  Missouri  council,  which  was  succeeded 
by  a nine  years'  charge  of  the  Rocky  Fork 
Church.  This  was  followed  by  seven  vears  of 
service  at  Knoxville,  and  in  i8yo  Mr.  Arnote 
was  sent  by  the  Missouri  Annual  council  as  a 
missionary  to  Oklahoma,  his  field  covering  Sher- 
man and  Skeleton  townships,  Kingfisher  county. 


The  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  schoolhouse  on 
Bertwcll’s  farm,  and  the  congregation  assembled 
constituted  the  members  of  the  newly  organized 
church  of  which  Mr.  Arnote  became  pastor  in 
1891,  continuing  his  service  until  1898,  when  he 
retired  from  active  participation  in  pastoral  work. 
During  his  ministrations  he  traveled  all  over  the 
section  of  country  assigned  him,  which  stretched 
for  a hundred  miles  east  and  west.  In  1893 
began  the  organization  of  the  different  churches 
in  the  territory  into  one  body,  known  as  the 
( Jklahoma  council,  the  same  being  effected  at  the 
Spring  Valley  Church,  and  of  which  council  he 
was  elected  president.  The  first  .council  meeting 
was  held  in  January,  1894,  at  Christian  Union 
chapel.  The  original  president  lias  continued 
ever  since  to  hold  his  position,  and  the  organiza- 
tion is  in  a-  flourishing  condition.  Whatever  of 
material  gain  has  come  to  Mr.  Arnote  has  been 
through  the  medium  of  his  farming  enterprises, 
for  his  work  towards  the  uplifting  of  the  people 
in  a spiritual  way  has  been  gratuitously  given. 

October  28,  1866,  Mr.  Arnote  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Maropia  Burgess,  of  Ray  county, 
Mo.,  and  of  this  union  there  have  been  eight 
children,  viz.:  Ralph;  Edgar;  Minnie,  who  is 
the  wife  of  M.  G.  Clevenger;  Walter,  Perrv, 
Wesley,  Arthur  and  Lillian.  In  the  fall  of  1S91 
Air.  Arnote  bought  the  farm  upon  which  he  has 
since  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time,  and 
brought  his  family  from  Missouri  to  share  his 
home.  The  land  was  originally  raw  prairie,  and 
its  present  condition  of  cultivation  and  utility  is 
entirely  owing  to  the  untiring  efforts  and  prac- 
tical agricultural  ability  of  Mr.  Arnote.  He 
makes  a specialty  of  wheat,  and  usually  sows 
about  two  hundred  acres  to  this  useful  and  nour- 
ishing grain.  The  harvest  averages  eighteen  to 
twenty  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Aside  from  his  farming  interests,  Mr.  Arnote 
takes  a keen  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
development  of  his  locality.  For  a time  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  school-board,  but  re- 
signed, owing  to  failing  health.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  his  country  with  courage 
and  fidelity,  enlisting  in  Companv  D,  Sixth  Mis- 
souri Cavalry,  under  Col.  E.  C.  Catherwood.  and 
serving  for  three  years  and  two  months  with  the 
Missouri  and  Kansas  division  of  the  armv.  He 
witnessed  many  hard-fought  battles,  but  did  not 
suffer  materially  from  the  vicissitudes  of  war, 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  March 
24,  1865.  V bile  living  in  Missouri  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Tom  Gordon  Post,  at  Polo. 

To  such  men  as  .Mr.  Arnote  Oklahoma  owes  a 
debt  of  gratitude,  for  their  elevating  intluence 
upon  the  spirit  of  commercialism,  necessarilv 
mingled  with  the  pioneer  conditions  of  all  prom- 
ising lands. 


. 
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GEORGE  X.  BIXLER.  Coming  to  Okla- 
homa a poor  man,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  amassed  a competence  within 
a few  years,  and  is  now  on  the  road  to  fortune. 
His  paternal  ancestors  have  been  American  cit- 
izens for  generations,  and  it  is  believed  that  his 
paternal  great-grandfather  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many. Certain  it  is  that  he  came  to  the  United 
States  soon  after  the  Revolution,  and  settled  near 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  whence  his  descendants  emi- 
grated to  different  parts  of  the  Union. 

George  Bixler,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  near  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  when  a young 
man  took  up  a tract  of  government  land  in  Ohio. 
He  cleared  a farm  in  the  forest,  and  in  1835 
removed  to  Indiana,  where  he  developed  an- 
other farm  in  the  wilderness,  this  one  being  situ- 
ated on  Blue  river.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  four-score,  at  his  home  in  Greenfield,  Han- 
cock county,  Ind.  He  ha'd  been  a very  active 
member  of  the  Dunkard  Church,  of  which  de- 
nomination his  cousin,  Xoah.  was  a preacher, 
his  home  for  many  years  being  in  Ottawa,  Ivans. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Israel  Bixler,  was  born 
in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  in  1823,  and  when  in 
his  twelfth  year  he  removed  to  the  then  wild 
country  of  Indiana.  At  sixteen  years  he  moved 
back  to  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
millwright,  and  in  a short  time  moved  to  Iowa. 
Being  a good  mechanic  and  millwright,  he 
erected  a saw  and  grist  mill  on  Skunk  river,  the 
first,  probably,  in  that  portion  of  the  state.  He 
operated  the  mill  for  a short  time,  and  when  the 
excitement  over  the  lead  mines  in  Wisconsin 
came  on  lie  went  to  that  region  and  spent  four 
years  in  prospecting.  In  1850  he  returned  to 
Iowa,  and,  in  partnership  with  Joel  Turney,  built 
a wagon  factory,  where  he  was  extensively  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  for  nearly  a score  of 
years.  In  June,  1869,  he  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Arvonia.  Ivans.,  where  he  erected  the  first 
mill  in  that  locality,  and  for  ten  years  engaged  in 
its  operation.  In  1879  lie  went  to  Sumner 
county,  Ivans.,  and  is  now  living  retired,  at  the 
home  of  his  youngest  son.  During  his  prime  he 
led  a very  active  life,  and  on  the  frontier  suf- 
fered manv  hardships.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
served  for  three  years  in  Company  I.  Western 
Engineers,  under  the  leadership  of  Colonel  Bis- 
sell,  of  St.  Louis.  For  the  greater  part  of  this 
time  he  was  in  charge  of  the  tool  department 
in  the  field,  with  the  Western  army,  under  Grant. 

For  a wife  Israel  Bixler  chose  Caroline  M. 
Noel,  who  was  born  near  Athens.  Tenn..  the 
daughter  of  James  Xoel,  a Scotchman.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bixler  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  George  X.  is  the  eldest.  John  and  An- 
nette died  in  infancy,  and  Alice  in  childhood. 
Ouinn  M.  is  a resident  of  Willard,  Mo.;  Allie  is 
the  wife  of  W.  L.  Campbell,  of  Osage  City, 


Ivans.,  and  Eleanor  is  the  wife  of  M.  C.  Smith, 
an  attorney  of  Springfield,  Mo.  The  mother  de- 
parted this  life  at  Geuda  Springs,  Ivans.,  when  in 
her  sixty-sixth  year. 

- George  X.  Bixler  was  born  in  Henry  count v, 
Iowa,  near  the  town  of  Mount  Pleasant,  in  1847, 
and  was  reared  to  maturity  in  Iowa.  He  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  Wesleyan  University 
at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  remained  at  home  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  Company  F,  Seventeenth  Iowa  Infantrv, 
and  served  for  three  years  and  three  months,  a 
portion  of  the  time  as  sergeant  of  his  company. 
His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  western  divi- 
sion of  the  army,  campaigning  in  Tennessee. 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  The  young- 
man  participated  in  the  numerous  important  bat- 
tles of  the . Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  and,  most  unfortunately,  was  captured  at 
Tillon,  Ga.,  October  13,  1864.  For  the  ensuing 
seven  months  he  was  confined  in  southern  pris- 
ons, and  experienced  the  horrors  of  Anderson- 
ville.  Twice,  in  desperation,  he  effected  an 
escape  from  prison,  but  was  recaptured,  and  only 
the  closing  of  the 'war  released  him.  It  was  his 
privilege  to  take  part  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington,  and  to  this  day  the  battle-scarred 
veterans  have  held  a warm  place  in  his  heart. 

Returning  to  the  peaceful  avocations  of  life, 
Mr.  Bixler  pursued  a business  course  in  the 
Wesleyan  University  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  in 
1866  went  to  Burlingame,  Ivans.,  wj,th  an  uncle. 
For  the  next  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business,  and  then  purchased  a tract  of  land 
in  Osage  county,  Ivans.,  which  he  improved.  At 
the  end  of  six  years  he  sold  out  to  good  advan- 
tage, and  in  1875  became  a resident  of  Sumner 
county,  same  state.  For  eight  years  he  was  in 
partnership  with  James  Holloway  in  a general 
merchandising  business  at  a place  now  called 
Geuda  Springs.  In  1887  he  moved  to  Benton 
county.  Ark.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a carpen- 
ter until  December  1890,  when  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa and  filed  a claim  as  a soldier.  He  purchased 
his  present  place,  the  northeastern  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 10,  Banner  township,  in  February,  1893. 
Xo  improvements  had  been  made,  but  the  new 
owner  soon  had  fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
has  made  a specialty  of  raising  fruit,  and  the  fine 
orchard  which  he  planted  is  now  producing 
abundant  harvests.  Eleven  acres  are  devoted  to 
the  apple  orchard,  which  comprises  ten  hundred 
and  sixty-five  trees,  and  in  addition  to  this  there 
are  three  hundred  peach  trees,  and  a miscella- 
neous lot  of  apricots,  plums,  pears,  etc.  The 
vineyard  comprises  two  hundred  thrifty  vines, 
and  every  department  of  the  fruit  farm  is  under 
the  constant  supervision  of  the  owner,  who  neg- 
lects no  feature  of  his  arduous  work  as  a horti- 
culturist. 
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PUiticallv,  Mr.  Bixler's  sympathies  have  been 
,;Ii  the  Socialists  for  several  years.  While  in 
( isige  comity  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
.,,r  Mime  time,  and  also  was  assessor  of  Iris  town- 
ami  a member  of  the  local  school  board. 
''Mice  coming  to  Oklahoma  he  has  been  a justice 
• a tiie  peace  for  two  terms,  and  has  held  other 
;,,cal  offices.  In  the  fraternities,  he  is  an  hon- 
, ud  member  of  Dover  Post  Xo.  16,  G.  A.  R., 
and  is  a charter  member  of  Arvonia  Lodge  Xo. 

Vj.  I.O.O.  p. 

l'hirtv-two  years  ago  occurred  the  marriage 
i Mr.  Bixler  and  Lucretia  J.  Standiferd,  a 
daughter  of  James  Standiferd.  of  Ohio.  Seven 
children  blessed  the  union  of  this  couple, 
namelv:  Anna,  wife  of  William  Xewcomb,  of 
Woodward  county,  Okla.:  X’ettie,  wife  of  Adnah 
Eaton,  an  employe  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad; 
Cora  Alice,  wife  of  E.  D.  Wickes:  Emma,  wife 
of  William  Thompson,  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.; 
Carrie,  wife  of  L.  O.  Bond;  Earl,  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  and  Pearl,  who  is  at  home. 


T O II X THEODORE  BRICK XER.  Among 
J the  multitudes  that  were  drifted  to  Okla- 
homa by  the  tide  of  fortune  was  John  Theo- 
dore Pricklier,  a prominent  business  man  of 
< iuthrie  to-day.  He  originally  came  from  a mo- 
tive of  interest  and  curiosity,  as  many  others  did, 
knowing  that  a similar  immigration  had  never 
keen  witnessed  in  the  United  States,  as  for  years 
the  people  had  been  eagerly  awaiting  the  right 
to  settle  in  this  coveted  territory.  But  once  here 
lie  found  that  men  of  his  trade  and  business-like 
<|ur.lities  were  in  great  demand,  and  he  was  not 
'low  in  deciding  to  remain. 

1 he  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  natives 
"f  Germany.  His  father,  John  Brickner.  was 
horn  in  that  empire  and  was  but  eight  years  old 
'Gun  he  was  brought  to  America  bv  his  father, 
Michael  Brickner.  They  settled  in  Seneca 
• ' uniy,  .Ohio,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
! W.C  Michael  Brickner  was  in  his  ninetieth  r ear. 
1 *ur  subject's  father,  who  has  been  a successful 
’ 0 imor  and  stock-raiser,  is  now  a resident  of  Van 
V ert  county,  Ohio.  The  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Caroline  Scholl,  was  born  in  Tiffin, 
1 >hio.  and  is  a daughter  of  Adam  Scholl,  of  Ger- 
man birth,  who  for  many  years  owned  a stone 
•marry  and  lime  kilns  at  Tiffin.  1 1 is  death  was 
' to  a premature  explosion  in  the  quarrv. 

J'Tm  1.  Brickner.  who  was  born  in  Tiffin, 
' ''Mu  July  3.  1863,  is  the  second  of  nine  children, 
•aid  L the  only  one  of  the  seven  who  survive 
y • t lives  outside  of  the  Buckeye  state.  From 
lime  that  lie  was  two  rears  old  he  lived  on  a 
: in  \ an  Wert  county,  ( >hio,  and  for  several 

1 attended  the  schools  at  Delphos.  In  that 
i 'We  lie  afterwards  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 


serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years.  Tn 
1886  he  came  to  the  west  and  for  a year  was  em- 
ployed at  his  trade  in  Kansas  City.  He  then 
embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account,, and 
on  the  22nd  of  April,  1889,  left  eight  employes 
at  work  while  he  made  a trip  to  this  territory. 
He  stayed  here  about  three  months,  building 
some  of  the  first  structures  erected  in  Guthrie, 
among  others,  the  office  occupied  by  the  first 
mayor  and  the  old  police  court-house.  After 
a dying  trip  of  two  weeks  to  Kansas  Citv,  the 
young  man  returned  to  his  new  field  of  labor, 
with  his  business  affairs  satisfactorily  settled. 
He  has  built  many  of  the  best  public  buildings 
and  residences  in  the  city  and  all  of  the  land 
offices  along  the  line — at  Perrv,  Enid,  Alva  and 
Woodward.  He  also  had  the  contract  for  St. 
Joseph's  Convent,  Bishop  Brooke's  residence. 
St.  Mary's  Pro-Cathedral  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  the  International  Loan  & Trust  Com- 
pany's building,  Coyle's  CHI  Mills  at  Guthrie, 
the  largest  in  the  territory,  and  superintended 
the  erection  of  part  of  Beadle's  block.  Fre- 
quently he  has  executed  contracts  for  work  in 
different  parts  of  this  territory,  and,  without  ex- 
ception, his  work  has  given  perfect  satisfaction 
to  those  concerned.  His  office  and  shop  are 
situated  at  Xo.  1 1 1 Xorth  First  street. 

The  pleasant  modern  residence  of  Ai  r.  Brick- 
ner and  family,  at  .Xo.  809  East  Springer  avenue, 
was  built  by  him,  and  from  time  to  time  he  has 
made  marked  improvements  on  the  place.  He 
was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss  Xellie  Malonev. 
who  was  born  in  Dubuque,  Iowa.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Maloney,  now  of  this 
county.  Three  children  bless  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  wife,, namely : Agnes  Rose,  Marv 
Clare  and  John  Thomas. 

In  national  political  affairs,  Mr.  Brickner  is 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  is  a past  officer  in  the 
lodge.  He  is  chariman  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church,  of  Guthrie. 


T AMES  M.  BRYAX.  About  the  year  1701 
J John  Bryan  crossed  the  seas  to  America 
and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  later 
died.  Two  of  his  sons.  John  and  William,  mi- 
grated to  Rockingham  county,  Ya.,  probable 
about  the  year  1740,  and  there  the  former  mar- 
ried and  became  the  father  of  Major  William 
Bryan,  a soldier  in  a Virginia  regiment  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  who  afterwards 
served  as  member  of  congress  from  Pendleton 
county,  \ a.  (now  V.  \ a.).  1 1 is  uncle,  William 

Bryan,  had  eight  sons,  one  of  whom,  Cornelius, 
was  grandfather  of  James  M.  Brvan,  of  whose 
life  this  sketch  is  a chronicle.  A part  of  this  par- 
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ticular  branch  of  the  family  went  inter  Kentucky 
with  Daniel  Boone,  and  from  them  sprang,  many 
years  ago,  the  Bryans  of  the  present.  Cornelius 
lire 411  was  born  iri  Rockingham  countv,  \ a.,  and 
served  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  mi- 
grated to  Scott  county.  111.,  in  1825,  and  died 
tliere  in  1838,  meantime  following  farm  pursuits. 
Of  his  seven  sons.  James,  the  third,  was  father 
of  James  M.  He  was  born  in  Rockingham 
county,  February  22.  1788.  and  passed  his  youth 
and  earlv  manhood  in  his  native  county.  A 
valiant  soldier  during  the  war  of  1812.  lie  moved 
to  Illinois  in  1825.  and  died  there  in  185 1,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  During  the  years 
of  his  activity  he  varied  his  agricultural  interests 
with  the  practice  of  his  trade,  that  of  carpenter 
and  builder.  His  wife,  Mary  (Neff)  Bryan,  was 
born  of  Dutch  ancestry  in  Rockingham  county 
in  1803,  and  died  there  October  24,  1865,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three.  She  became  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom  attained  maturity, 
and  five  are  living.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Montgomery 
lives  in  Jackson  township.  Sullivan  county.  Mo.; 
Josephine  L.  is  the  widow  of  G.  B.  Slinker;  J. 
M. forms  the  subject  of  this  article;  Susan  is  mar- 
ried to  Jarvis  Copner:  and  Mary  F.  is  the  wife 
of  Rev.  \V.  G.  Slinker,  of  Mound  Valley,  Ivans., 
chaplain  of  the  Kansas  state  senate. 

Worthy  of  mention  is  the  fact  that  the  early 
members  of  the  Bryan  family  were  extremely  re- 
ligious people,  and  all  were  associated  with  the 
strict  and  uncompromising  early  Methodist 
Church.  William  Bryan,  the  paternal  grand- 
father's brother,  was  a prominent  Methodist 
preacher  in  Virginia.  Daniel  Boone’s  wife,  for- 
merly Rebecca  Bryan,  was  an  own  cousin  of  our 
subject’s  father. 

James  M.  Bryan  was  born  April  16.  1832.  in 
Scott  county.  111.,  which  was  then  Morgan 
county.  In  his  home  neighborhood  and  in  Man- 
chester of  the  same  county  he  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools,  and  was  earlv  taught  the  dig- 
nity and  usefulness  of  an  agricultural  life.  Not 
wishing  to  rely  entirely  upon  farming  as  a means 
of  livelihood,  lie  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  after  he  moved  to  Iowa,  in  1855,  and  settled 
on  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Warren  county,  he 
varied  his  farming  experiences  with  contracting 
and  building.  His  farm  was  purchased  from  the 
government,  the  price  paid  for  the  same  being 
8 ico  in  gold.  As  an  evidence  of  Mr.  Brvan’s 
industrv,  it  may  be  stated  that  many  of  the  build- 
ings erected  by  him  in  Warren  county  are  still 
standing,  and  are  examples  of  the  reliable  work 
of  early  days.  During  1870  he  lived  in  Baxter 
Springs,  Kans.,  and  in  1871  moved  into  Mar- 
shall county,  the  same  state.  There  were  but  few 
settlers  in  the  county  at  the  time  and  the  land 
was  crude  and  unimproved.  Later  he  remained 
in  Missouri  a year  and  during  his  entire  stav 


was  confined  to  his  bed  from  the  effects  of  a 
gunshot  wound  in  the  right  leg.  In  the  fall  of 
1872  lie  moved  to  Sullivan  county,  Mo.,  and 
there  lived  for  ten  years,  at  which  time  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Hall  county,  Neb.,  going 
from  there  to  Boone  county,  Ark.  Yet  another 
change  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1885,  to  Hum- 
boldt. Allen  county,  Ivans.,  he  having  traded  his 
farm  for  city  property.  Later  he  made  another 
trade,  this  time  receiving  in  exchange  a farm 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  Harper  county, 
Kans.,  upon  which  he  lived  until  he  settled  in 
Oklahoma. 

April  22,  1889,  Mr.  Bryan  made  the  run  on 
the  territory,  and  located  on  section  33,  township 
20,  range  6,  Kingfisher  county.  The  family  ar- 
rived in  the  fall,  and  at  once  began  to  as- 
sist in  the  development  of  the  new  land.  The 
first  crops  were  put  into  the  ground  in  the 
fall,  and  in  the  spring  of  1890  there  was  an 
unexpectedly  good  yield.  Seventy  acres  were 
put  under  the  plow,  and  wheat  raised,  and  gen- 
eral farming  conducted.  An  excellent  orchard 
was  planted  and  a vineyard,  as  well  as  a variety 
of  smaller  fruits.  Since  then  improvements  have 
been  constantly  made,  including  a commodious 
barn,  which  has  recently  been  erected.  Air. 
Bryan  was  married  in  1854  to  Amanda  J.  Tice,  of 
Illinois,  and  of  this  union  there  are  three  chil- 
dren; Allen  M.,  who  was  born  in  Iowa,  and  came 
to  Oklahoma  at  the  opening  of  the  territory, 
locating  on  a claim  on  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  4;  Henry  B.,  who  is  living  at  home,  and 
is  a Mason  of  the  thirty-second  degree;  and  Wil- 
liam B.,  at  home. 

While  living  in  Missouri,  Mr.  Bryan  joined 
the.  [Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a local 
preacher  in  the  same.  In  1879,  in  Sullivan 
county,  [Mo.,  he  changed  to  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  Christian  Union.  He  has  been  a minister 
since  1879,  and  was  ordained  at  Pennville,  Mo., 
since  which  he  has  held  many  charges,  and  ac- 
complished considerable  evangelical  work.  Fie 
organized  the  Lyon  Valley  Church  in  the  school- 
house  in  Sherman  township,  and  preached  the 
first  sermon  in  the  township,  afterwards  serving 
as  pastor  of  the  church  for  two  years.  At  the 
reunion  in  1900,  he  preached  to  his  old  congre- 
gation. ( )f  the  fourteen  original  members,  there 
has  been  no  death  in  any  family  save  an  infant 
daughter.  To  [Mr.  Bryan  belongs  the  distinction 
of  having  been  the  first  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent at  Pleasant  Hill.  As  a mark  of  appre- 
ciation. and  as  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held,  the  sixty-eighth  anniversarv  of  his 
birth  was  celebrated  by  the  citizens  of  his  town- 
ship, one  hundred  and  seventv-one  coming  to 
the  farm  to  wish  him  Godspeed  and  mam  more 
birthdays.  His  life  has  been  large  in  the  scope 
of  its  industry  and  usefulness,  and  he  is  es- 
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teemed  by  all  who  admire  his'  many  excellent 
traits  and  fine  personality. 


JUDGE  JOHN  O.  CASLER.  justice  of  the 
peace  and  police  magistrate,  ex-officio,  of 
Oklahoma  City,  is  prominent  throughout 
the  territory.  He  has  been  most  active  in  per- 
fecting the  organization  of  the  ( Jklahoma  Con- 
federate Veterans’  Association,  of  which  he  is 
major-general,  and,  by  a number  of  literary  pro- 
ductions founded  upon  events  which  transpired 
during  the  Civil  war,  lias  given  an  insight  into 
characters  and  events  which  is  most  interesting 
and  aids  in  perpetuating  the  memory  of  that 
noble  body  of  men  who  were  fighting  for  what 
they  believed  to  be  right. 

Judge  Casler  was  born  nine  miles  west  of  Win- 
chester. Ya„  December  i,  1838,  and  is  a son  of 
Michael  and  Mary  Eveline  (Heironimus)  Casler. 
The  family  is  of  German  origin,  and  the  name 
was  formerly  spelled  Kessler,  but  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  upon  coming  to 
this  country,  Americanized  it  by  changing  to 
Casler.  His  other  brothers  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try maintain  it  in  its  original  spelling.  He  set- 
tled at  Frederick  City,  Md.,  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  John  Casler.  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  at  Frederick  City,  Md.,  but 
became  a farmer  of  Morgan  county,  Ya.,  and 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  married  Miss 
Jane  Howard,  who  was  born  in  Greencastle, 
Pa.,  and  was  a daughter  of  John  Howard.  Her 
grandfather  was  Peter  Howard,  of  England,  a 
wealthy  ship-owner,  who  was  a Quaker  and  set- 
tled in  Philadelphia  about  1740.  Michael  Casler 
was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Ya.,  and  became  a 
farmer  and  shoe  manufacturer  of  Springfield. 
Hampshire  county,  Ya.  At  the  time  of  the  war 
he  went  to  Rockingham  county,  Ya.,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death.  He  served  one  year 
in  the  Confederate  army,  in  the  Tenth  Regiment 
of  Virginia.  He  married  Mary  Eveline  Heironi- 
mus, who  was  born  in  Frederick  county,  Ya., 
where  her  father,  Jacob  Heironimus,  was  also 
born.  He  was  a farmer  and  served  in  the  war 
of  1812.  Her  great-grandfather,  John  Heironi- 
mus, was  born  in  Germany,  and  settled  in  Fred- 
erick county.  Ya.,  when  it  was  called  Loudoun 
county,  and  was  inhabited  only  by  Indians.  He 
was  the  first  settler  there,  and  served  in  the 
Revolutionarv  war.  One  of  the  Heironimus  an- 
cestors, before  the  Reformation,  was  burned  at 
the  stake  with  John  Huss.  Mrs.  Casler  died  in 
\ irginia,  leaving  four  children,  all  living  at  the 
present  time. 

Judge  John  O.  Casler  was  reared  in  Virginia, 
on  a farm,  and  attended  the  Springfield  subscrip- 
tion school  and  Academy  until  lie  was  twent\ 
years  of  age.  In  18514  he  came  west  to  Missouri 
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and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  at 
Harrisonville,  Cass  county,  but  later  located  at 
Sedalia,  Mo.,  before  the  first  house  was  built 
there.  He  returned  to  Virginia  in  1SG1  and  en- 
listed in  Company  A.  Thirty-third  Virginia  In- 
fantry, Stonewall  Brigade,  as  a private.  Begin- 
ning with  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  he  was 
in  nearly  all  of  the  battles  until  January,  1864, 
when  he  was  made  first  lieutenant  of  his  com- 
pany. There  were  only  eight  left  of  the  brave 
men  of  his  company  who  went  to  the  front,  and 
after  the  battle  of  Fisher's  Hill,  in  1864,  but  two 
were  left,  one  of  these  being  wounded.  Our 
subject  was  then  transferred  to  Company  D, 
Eleventh  Virginia  Cavalry,  as  a private,  and 
one  month  later,  while  scouting,  was  taken  cap- 
tive by  General  Sheridan's  cavalry,  Februarv  5, 
1865.  With  the  other  captives,  he  was  sent  to 
Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  held  as  sen- 
tenced prisoner  until  the  close  of  the  war.  May 
2,  1865,  he  was  released  by  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  which  he  has  never  violated.  He 
was  among  the  first  prisoners  released  after 
the  war.  Much  broken  down  in  spirits,  lie  re- 
turned to  his-  father’s  farm  in  Rockingham 
county,  Ya.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
stonemason  and  bricklayer,  engaging  in  con- 
tracting in  that  state  until  1877.  He  then  moved 
to  Grayson  county,  near  Sherman,  Tex.,  and 
engaged  as  contractor  until  April  22,  18S9,  when 
lie  came  to  Oklahoma  City.  Pie  located  a lot 
and  engaged  in  contracting  and  building,  build- 
ing the  first  brick  house  in  the  cicv.  It  was 
located  on  the  hill  and  was  14x14  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. I11  1896  he  w-as  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  and  has  served  in  that  capacity  since,  being 
re-elected  in  1898.  He  is  also  notarv  public  and 
ex-officio  police  judge,  his  office  being  in  the 
city  hall. 

In  Rockingham  county,  Ya.,  Judge  Casler 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Martha  E.  Baugh, 
who  was  born  in  that  county.  They  are  parents 
of  five  children,  as  follows:  Charles,  an  expert 
pressed  brick-layer  of  Dallas,  Tex.:  Lillie,  wife 
of  Charles  Harwood,  a contractor  of  Oklahoma: 
M.  Howard,  a printer;  Lucy,  wife  of  1'rank 
Baxter,  chief  clerk  in  the  Choctaw.  Oklahoma  X 
Gulf  Railroad  offices  in  Oklahoma  Cite;  and 
Mary  Virginia,  who  is  at  home.  The  judge  built 
a fine  residence  at  Xo.  404  Chickasaw  street. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  Pie  belongs  to  the  United  Con- 
federate \ cterans’  Association,  and  was  the  or- 
ganizer and  a charter  member  of  Oklahoma  Cite 
Camp  in  1892.  Pie  organized  nearlx  all  the 
camps  in  the  territory,  now  twenty-five  in  num- 
ber. He  organized  the  division  in  the  territorv 
in  1807,  and  was  elected  major  general,  having 
hr (,-n  re-elected  ever  since,  lie  is  on  the  stall" 
of  Lieut.-Gen.  \\  . L.  Cabell,  of  the  Trans-Mis- 
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sissippi  Department.  In  1895  he  was  made  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Confeder- 
ate Memorial  Institute,  raising  money  to  build 
the  museum  in  Richmond.  \ a.  lie  has  written 
some  works  of  much  literary  merit,  eliciting 
much  favorable  comment  and  being  widely  read. 
His  drawings  of  peculiar  old  southern  characters 
are  true  to  life  and  edifying,  showing  long  and 
close  association  with  them.  His  book,  "hour 
Years  in  the  Stonewall  Brigade."  is  profusely 
illustrated. and  contains  some  five  hundred  pages. 
It  is  intensely  interesting  and  has  met  with  a 
large  sale.  He  is  also  author  of  the  romance, 
“Lillian  Stuart."  a romance  of  the  war  in 
Mosby's  Confederacy  in  \ irginia.  He  is  a very 
active  worker  in  political  affairs  and  is  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


HODES  CLEMENTS  is  the  largest  land- 
owner  in  Cnion  township.  Kingfisher 
county.  Upon  coming  to  the  territorv  in 
the  fall  of  1891,  he  located  on  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  section  18,  upon  which  there  were  no  im- 
provements, and  he  lived  for  some  time  in  a log 
cabin.  The  land  was  covered  with  dense  timber, 
which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  clear,  and  im- 
proved to  a high  degree.  In  addition  to  his  orig- 
inal possessions  he  made  the  purchase  of  the 
south  half  of  section  13.  Center  township,  and 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  17,  Union  town- 
ship. At  the  present  time  he  owns  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  some  of  which  is  rented. 
On  the  homestead  is  a good  brick  house,  erected 
in  1894,  and  an  excellent  orchard,  wherein  are 
grown  numerous  kinds  of  large  and  small  fruits. 
In  addition,  he  devotes  considerable  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  raising  of  cattle,  and  usually  has 
fifty  head. 

Air.  Clements  is  a native  of  England,  and 
crossed  the  sea  to  America  with  his  parents  in 
1855.  He  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Marv  Clem- 
ents, natives  of  England.  Samuel  Clements  set- 
tled in  Lake  county.  111.,  and  during  the  war 
enlisted  in  the  Ninety-sixth  Illinois  Infantrv,  and 
died  in  the  service.  In  1864  the  mother  took 
her  family  and  went  to  Jackson  countv,  Kans., 
settling  on  a farm  there.  In  1880  Mr.  Clements 
went  to  Kingman  county.  Kans.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  staked  his  fortunes  in  ( )k!ahoma. 

Mrs.  Clements  was  formerly  Ida  Kasebear, 
and  she  became  the  mother  of  five  children: 
Martha.  Ahnyra.  Perry,  Andrew  and  Rov.  The 
children  are  all  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Clem- 
ents is  a Republican  all  the  time,  and  never  stravs 
from  the  straight  path  bounded  bv  Republican 
principles.  He  is  the  best  type  of  a self-made 
man,  and  has  turned  to  the  greatest  possible  ad- 
vantage his  opportunities  here,  and  in  the  other 
localities  where  he  has  resided,  lie  is  still  the 


possessor  of  his  land  in  Kansas,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  has  it  rented  out.  He  is  interested  in 
all  that  tends  to  improve  his  locality,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  are  privi- 
leged to  know  him. 


M1LBY  E.  WHIPPLE.  By  his  well-dircete  1 
efforts  during  the  past  decade  Mr.  Whipple 
has  secured  a competency  and  a high  po- 
sition among  the  farmers  of  Logan  county.  He 
is  vet  in  the  prime  of  life  anti  has  many  ambitious 
plans  for  the  future,  which,  judging  by  the  past, 
will  be  rounded  out  and  fulfilled  if  years  and 
health  are  bestowed  upon  him.  He  is  a son  of 
George  W.  and  Emeline  (Gold)  Whipple,  the 
former  a prominent  agriculturist  of  Logan 
county.  Tim  mother  died  January  25.  1873. 
leaving  two  children.  Milby  E.  and  Benjamin 
E.,  the  latter  a druggist  by  occupation. 

Mr.  Whipple  was  born  on  a farm  in  Decatur 
county.  Inch,  November  12,  1865,  and  continued 
to  make  his  home  in  that  locality  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  also  pursued  a course  of  study  in 
Moore's  Hill  College,  in  Indiana.  When  only 
eighteen  he  began  to  teach  in  Indiana.  In  r888  he 
went  to  Greenwood  county,  Kans.,  where  he  had 
charge  of  three  different  schools,  and  at  the  same 
time  was  engaged  in  farming  during  a portion 
of  each  year.  As  a teacher  he  ranked  among  the 
most  successful,  holding,  at  the  close  of  his 
school  "work,  a first  grade  certificate.  In  1892 
he  came  to  Oklahoma  and  about  a vear  later 
took  up  a homestead  in  the -Cherokee  strip  and 
developed  a fine  farm  during  the  six  years  the 
place  was  in  his  possession.  For  one  term  he 
also  taught  school  there.  He  assisted  in  organ- 
izing the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Associa- 
tion, the  second  one  established  in  the  territorv, 
and  served  as  its  territorial  secretary  until  No- 
vember, 1899.  when  he  resigned  in  order  to  give 
his  attention  to  personal  business  matters.  How- 
ever, he,  is  still  one  of  its  directors.  Under  his 
fostering  care  the  association  attained  a notable 
place  as  to  the  volume  of  business  transacted. 

Selling  his  farm  for  $3,000,  in  the  fall  of  1899, 
Air.  \\  hippie  invested  $5,000  in  his  present 
highly  improved  property,  northwestern  quar- 
ter of  section  3,  township  17,  range  1 west.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Republican  and  takes  an  interest 
in  public  affairs.  In  1897  he  received  the  nomi- 
nation for  commissioner  of  the  third  district  for 
Noble  county,  but  was  defeated  bv  a small  fusion 
majority.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Perrv  Lodge 
No.  9,  K.  of  P.  February  27,  1889,  at  Eureka. 
Kans.,  he  married  Miss  Ccna  A.  ( )lson,  who  was 
born  in  Neosho  county,  Ixans.,  and  is  a daughter 
oi  Andrew  and  Hannah  (Olsen)  Obon.  earl\ 
settlers  of  that  portion  of  the  state. 
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ZEBCLOX  II.  COLLINS,  one  of  the  later 
settlers  of  Oklahoma,  comes  of  a family 
which  has  an  enviable  record  for  integrity 
and  patriotism.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  early  man- 
hood and  is  making  a success  of  his  agricultural 
enterprises  here.  In  every  respect  he  is  a self- 
made  and  self-educated  man,  for  his  advantages 
in  vouth  were  limited,  and  he  has  long  been  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  resources. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
John  C.  Collins  (or  Codings,  as  the  surname 
formerly  was  spelled,  it  appears).  He  started 
westward  from  his  old  home  in  Pennsylvania  at 
an  early  period,  and  became  one  of  the  fron- 
tiersmen of  Scott  county.  Inch,  when  that  section 
of  the  country  was  a wilderness,  with  more  red 
men  than  white  ones.  The  Indians  were  very 
troublesome  at  times,  and  both  himself  and  his 
brother  Richard  were  active  participants  in  the 
tight  at  Pigeon  Roost.  The  brother  and  all  of 
his  family,  with  the  exception  of  one  little  girl, 
were  massacred.  He  lived  in  a log  cabin,  which 
had  but  one  door,  and  when  the  Indians  attacked 
him  he  bravely  fought  for  his  home  and  loved 
ones,  his  wife  loading  his  guns,  until  a well- 
aimed  shot  from  the  wily  foe,  through-  the  win- 
dow, shattered  the  lock  on  his  gun.  In  despera- 
tion, Mr.  Collins  opened  the  door  and  rushed 
into  the  midst  of  the  redskins,  who  were  so  as- 
tonished at  such  an  assault  that  seven  of  them 
were  knocked  down  by  the  butt  of  his  disabled 
gun  and  rendered  senseless. 

In  that  historic  log  house  occurred  the  birth 
of  our  subject’s  father,  Karas  Hoagland  Col- 
lins, and  in  that  vicinity  he  grew  to  manhood, 
devoting  his  energies  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil. 
When  the  Civil  war  came  on,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Sixty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  served  faith- 
fully for  three  years  and  three  months.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  captured  bv  the  enemy,  but  for- 
tunately was  among  the  prisoners  exchanged 
thirteen  days  subsequently.  He  then  returned  to 
his  regiment,  and  fought  under  the  leadership  of 
General  Sherman.  He  never  fully  recovered 
irom  the  effects  of  his  severe  army  life,  and  dur- 
ing all  of  his  later  years  his  efforts  to  acquire  a 
living  and  competence  for  his  family  were 
greatly  handicapped.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Clark,  was  a native  of  Wash- 
ington county.  Pa.,  and  in  1842  she  went  to  Clark 
county.  Ind.,  with  her  parents.  Two  of  her 
brothers  enlisted  and  fought  during  the  Mexican 
war,  and  one  of  these,  Ephraim  Clark,  was  killed 
while  thus  serving  his  country.  The  other, 
George  Clark,  and  two  of  the  remaining- 
brothers,  were  heroes  of  the  Civil  war,  one  giv- 
ing his  life  for  his  native  land,  and  another  re- 
ceiving severe  wounds  on  a southern  battle- 
field. 

Xebul  on  Hoagland  Collins  was  born  in  Scott 


county,  Ind.,  August  29,  1866,  and  spent  fifteen 
years  of  his  life  on  a farm  in  that  section  of  the 
Hoosier  state.  He  then  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Pottawatomie  county,  Kans.,  and  there 
aided  them  in  the  cultivation  and  development 
of  a homestead.  In  1880  lie  was  married  and 
embarked  upon  an  entirely  independent  career, 
managing  a good  farm  and  by  well-applied  in- 
dustry gradually  accumulating  a competence. 
In  1898  he  came  to  Logan  county,  where  he 
bought  the  quarter-section  of  land  which  he  has 
since  cultivated  and  improved.  The  place,  which 
is  a valuable  one,  is  situated  in  section  22,  town- 
ship 16,  range  4 west,  and  the  substantial  house, 
fences,  barns,  the  orchard  and  well  and  other  im- 
provements bespeak  the  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

Eor  a companion  and  helpmate  along  life's 
journey  Mr.  Collins  chose  Caroline,  daughter  of 
John  Bah,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Pottawat- 
omie county,  Kans.  His  homestead,  near  Ha- 
venville,  was  his  place  of  abode  for  many  years, 
and  until  his  death  some  ten  years  ago.  His 
widow,  Lorena  Bah,  is  still  living,  her  present 
home  being  in  Holden,  Kans.  Both  she  and 
her  husband  were  born  in  Germany.  Six  chil- 
dren bless  the-  home  of  our  subject  and  wife, 
namely:  Anna  Florence,  Otto,  William,  Irvin, 
Fay  and  Ray.  They  are  promising  young  peo- 
ple, and  the  sons  are  of  great  assistance  to  their 
father  in  the  arduous  labors  of  the  farm. 


RJ.  NEWMAN  carries  on  a general  mer- 
. cantile  business  at  the  Darlington  In- 
dian Agency  in  Canadian  county,  and  is 
widely  known  as  an  enterprising  and  reliable 
tradesman.  From  Kingman  county,  Kans.,  he 
came  to  Oklahoma  in  July,  1889,  and  has  since 
been  identified  with  the  development  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  territory,  contributing  to  its  progress 
and  advancement  through  his  personal  devotion 
to  business' and  the  high  standard  of  his  citizen- 
ship. 

At  the  home  of  his  parents  in  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  where  he  was  born,  Mr.  Newman  remained 
until  lie  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  His  father  and 
mother  were  Jasper  and  Nancy  (Ross)  Newman. 
On  starting  out  for  himself  he  secured  a clerk- 
ship in  a general  store  at  Saline  City,  Ind.  Ris- 
ing to  a position  of  responsibilitv,  for  four  vears 
he  had  entire  charge  of  his  cmplover’s  business. 
In  1885  he  settled  in  Harper  county,  Kans.,  and 
soon  secured  possession  of  the  Norwich  hotel, 
in  Norwich,  of  which  lie  was  proprietor  and  man- 
ager for  three  years.  When  the  news  came  that 
( iklahoma  was  to  be  thrown  open  to  settlement 
he  was  quick  to  see  the  possibilities  of  business 
in  the  new  territory,  and  accordinglv  closed  out 
his  interests  in  Kansas. 

Coming  to  Oklahoma  Mr.  Newman  settled  at 
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old  Reno  City  ami  opened  a store  in  partnership 
with  1 1.  V.  Clements,  carrying  a stock  of  notions 
and  furniture  and  also  doing  business  as  under- 
takers. After  one  year  lie  moved  to  El  Reno, 
where  he  carried  on  the  same  lines,  but  more  ex- 
tensively. However,  after  a year  he  again  sold 
out  and  accepted  a position  with  E.  F.  Mitchell, 
in  filling  government  contracts  at  Fort  Reno. 
In  1893  he  became,  manager  for  Air.  Mitchell  in 
the  latter's  store  at  Darlington.  When  Gus 
Thclen  bought  out  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Newman 
continued  to  have  full  charge  of  the  business 
until  the  building  and  stock  were  destroyed  by 
fire  in  September,  1896.  He  then  rebuilt  for 
himself,  since  which  time  he  has  been  successful, 
and  has  carried  a well-selected  stock  of  general 
merchandise.  He  is  a Republican,  but  not  an 
office-seeker,  having  his  hands  full  of  his  busi- 
ness matters. 

November  7,  1900,  Mr.  Newman  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  Jennie 
Mollenkoph,  who  was  born  in-Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Louis  and  Jennie  (Smith) 
Mollenkoph,  natives,  respectively,  of  Germany 
and  Ohio.  Mr.  Mollenkoph  is  now  manager  of 
the  wholesale  hat  establishment  of  Albert  Mayer 
& Brothers,  in  Cincinnati.  Mrs.  Newman  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Kindergarten  Normal  School  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  for  three  years  prior  to 
her  marriage  she  held  a position  in  the  govern- 
ment service  as  kindergarten  teacher. 


PROF.  W.  S.  CALVERT,  former  principal  of 
the  Mulhall  school,  and  now  county  super- 
intendent of  Logan  county,  has  divided  his 
life  about  equally  between  agriculture  and  educa- 
tional work.  lie  has  a great  love  for  both  de- 
partments of  usefulness  and  has  prospered  in 
both.  Under  his  auspices  the  local  schools  have 
steadily  advanced,  and  the  students,  with  the 
general  public,  arc  interested  in  them  as  never 
before. 

A son  of  Noding  and  Gabrella  (Skidmore) 
Calvert,  our  subject  was  born  in  Carroll  county. 
Mo.,  August  27,  1858,  and  passed  his  earlv  vears 
upon  the  old  homestead  there.  After  leaving  the 
country  school,  he  attended  the  normal  depart- 
ment of  the  Carrollton  high  school,  and  when 
nineteen  he  commenced  teaching  in  the  schools 
of  his  own  county.  In  1878  he  went  to  Russell 
county.  Kans.,  where  he  bought  land  and  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation,  and  for  three  v;-ars  he 
devoted  a portion  of  his  time  to  teaching  in  the 
common  schools.  Then,  selling  out,  he  located 
in  \ ernon  county,  Mo.,  and  engaged  in  farming 
on  the  properly  which  he  had  purchased  there. 
For  two  and  a half  years  he  taught  schools  in 
that  locality,  and  for  six  months  he  was  a partner 
in  a mercantile. establishment  at  \ irgil  Cite,  also 


serving  as  postmaster.  A desire  to  try  his  for- 
tunes in  the  far  northwest  led  him  to  dispose 
of  his  financial  interests  in  Missouri, and, going  to 
Linn  county,  Ore.,  he  not  only  carried  on  a farm, 
but  also  served  as  principal  of  the  Sweet  Home 
school  for  two  terms.  In  1885  he  returned  to 
Kansas  and,  buying  some  farm  land  in  Russell 
county,  gave  part  of  his  time  to  agriculture  and 
the  remainder  to  teaching.  At  the  end  of  two 
years  he  went  to  Ozark  county,  Mo.,  where  he 
was  similarly  occupied,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  his  residence  in  Barton  county.  Mo.  In 
that  county  he  dwelt  near  Milford,  and  taught 
in  the  country  schools  three  terms,  after  which 
he  served  as  principal  at  Newport.  He  was  hon- 
ored by  election  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Milford  township,  and  during  the  two 
years  of  his.  incumbency  no  appeal  was  made 
from  his  judgments,  as  they  gave  general  satis- 
faction. In  1S90  he  became  a land-holder  in  Jef- 
ferson county.  Mo.,  and  during  a period  of  three 
years  officiated  as  principal  of  the  Victoria 
schools. 

Wherever  he  had  dwelt.  Professor  Calvert  had 
been  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  was  not  an  office-seeker,  and  when  he  was 
urged  to  become  chairman  of  the  Jefferson 
county  central  committee  he  declined  the  honor, 
and  though  his  many  friends  wished  him  to  allow 
his  name  to  be  placed  in  nomination  for  the 
county  superintendency  of  schools  and  for  repre- 
sentative in  the  legislature — at  a time  when 
nomination  was  equivalent  to  election — he  re- 
fused. Having-  placed  his  farm  in  fine  order,  he 
planted  over  two  thousand  fruit  trees,  and  now, 
nine  years  later,  they  are  bearing  splendid  crops 
annually.  After  placing  good  buildings  and 
other  improvements  on  the  farm,  he  exchanged 
'it  for  a fruit  farm  in  White  county,  Ark.,  but  for 
many  considerations,  health  being  the  moving 
factor,  he  removed  to  Oklahoma  five  years  ago, 
and  settled  on  section  20,  township  18,  range  2 
west,  four  and  a half  miles  southwest  of  Mulhall. 
Here  he  has  instituted  valuable  improvements, 
greatly  increasing  the  beauty  and  desirability  of 
the  property.  He  raises  cattle  and  live  stock 
and  is  making  a success  of  the  undertaking. 

His  old  love- for  educational  work  led  the  pro- 
fessor to  accept  the  position  as  principal  of  the 
Mulhall  schools,  in  1898,  after  he  had  been  in 
charge  of  schools  in  the  country  for  three  terms, 
and  made  a marked  improvement  in'  the  system 
and  daily  work.  He  has  also  transacted  consid- 
erable business  in  real  estate  and  loans  and  is  a 
notary  public. 

In  Carroll  county.  Professor  Calvert  and  Mat- 
tie  A.  Newkirk  were  married,  March  8.  1877. 
She  was  born  and  reared  in  Audrain  countv, 
.\b'..  and  is  a daughter  of  ( '.  C.  and  Martha  N\  w- 
k irk.  In  her  girlhood  she  obtained  a liberal  edit- 
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i .'it i<  »ii,  completing  licr  studies  in  the  DeWitt 
high  school.  Then  she  taught  school  for  two 
terms  before  her  marriage,  and  since  that  time 
,,nce  had  charge  of  a school  for  one  term.  With 
her  husband  and  elder  daughter,  she  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and 
each  member  of  the  family  is  popular  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  the  town.  Lizzie,  the  first-born, 
is  numbered  among  the  successful  teachers  of 
Russell  county,  Kans.  May,  who  was  graduated 
in  our  schools,  is  counted  among  our  successful 
county  teachers,  and  George,  her  twin  brother, 
also  has  completed  the  course  in  the  Logan 
county  schools;  Pearl  was  born  in  Russell 
county,  Kans.;  Robert,  in  Barton  county,  Mo.; 
and  Gertrude  in  Jefferson  county,  AIo. 

Fraternally,  the  professor  enjoys  the  honor  of 
being  chancellor  commander  of  Mistletoe  Lodge 
No.  21,  K.  of  P.  He  also  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  belonging  to  St.  John’s  Lodge 
No.  12,  A.  F.  & A.  M„  of  Mulhall. 


BEX  CLARK  is  a typical  frontier  character, 
having  the  freedom  of  the  sweeping  prairies 
in  thought  and  movement,  and  a breeziness 
and  fearlessness  about  him  engendered  by  long 
and  intimate  association  with  the  red  men  of  the 
plains,  whose  bravery,  cruelty  and  picturesque- 
ness arc  fast  receding  to  the  happy  hunting 
ground,  and  into  the  dim  wood  shadows  of  the 
past,  and  whose  strong',  bold  and  ofttimes  terrify- 
ing faces  will  soon  live  only  on  the  painter’s  can- 
vas, in  the  song  of  Hiawatha,  and  in  the  Ales- 
sandro of  Ramona’s  dream. 

Without  a peer  as  a scout  and  Indian  inter- 
preter. Ben  Clark  has  won  his  spurs,  and  for  a 
life  spent  in  such  service  has  received  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  country,  and  the  friendship  of  the 
Indians.  That  he  could  ever  feel  at  all  kindly 
towards  the  Indians  argues  a broad  spirit  of  tol- 
erance, for  his  father,  Silas  Clark,  was  killed  by 
the  Apache  Indians  in  the  Arizona  desert  in  1849, 
■while  crossing  the  plains  for  California.  Silas 
< lark  was  young  in  years  and  enthusiastic  for  a 
life  in  the  far  west,  and  his  untimely  and  cruel 
taking  off  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  was  indeed  a 
blow  to  his  family.  His  wife,  Mary  M.  (Peters) 

( bark,  died  in  Peoria.  111.,  in  March,  1865.  An 
elder  brother  of  Ben  Clark,  who  lived  in  Joplin, 
'do.,  was  actively  engaged  in  business  there. 

Pen  Clark  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Feb- 
ruary 2.  1842,  and  there  spent  his  earlv  child- 
fi'iod,  going  in  1855-6  to  Fort  Bridget",  where  he 
entered  the  government  as  post  courier.  From 
the  very  first  he  was  engaged  in  adventures  of  a 
nr -re  or  less  adventuresome  nature,  and  began 
' t tilt  his  appointment  in  1857  w ith  the  expedition 
"f  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  against  the  Mormons, 
lie  afterwards  entered  a battalion  of  United 
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States  volunteers,  and  was  engaged  against  the 
Mormons  until  mustered  out  in  1858.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  an  inde- 
pendent company  of  cavalry  under  command  of 
Capt.  Charles  Clark,  which  company  was  subse- 
quently attached  to  the  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry. 
They  served  during  the  entire  war,  mostly  en- 
gaged in  frontier  service  along  the  borders  of 
Arkansas,  Missouri  and  the  Indian  Territory. 
He  acted  as  guide  for  General  Blunt  during 
Price's  raid  into  Missouri  and  Kansas  (1864). 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Air.  Clark  was  employed 
by  Indian  traders  to  take  charge  of  their  mule 
trains  and  freighting  through  their  country,  and 
in  this  way  was  thrown  into  close  relations  with 
them,  and  became  familiar  with  their  language 
and  customs.  His  advice  was  highly  prized  by 
the  traders,  wlio  often  consulted  him  when  an 
outbreak  was  feared. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Indian  wars  in  1868, 
Air.  Clark’s  services  were  eagerly  sought  by 
General  Sully,  in  command  of  the  government 
forces,  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  among  the 
Cheyennes,  Apaches,  Arapahoes,  Comanches 
and  Kiowas.  He  was  next  attached  to  General 
Sheridan’s  command,  as  scout  and  guide,  and 
spent  several  years  with  the  western  division  of 
the  army,  giving  valuable  and  conscientious  as- 
sistance. After  the  Indian  troubles  had  sub- 
sided, he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Supply  as 
post  guide  and  interpreter,  and  was  later  sent 
to  Fort  Reno,  and  has  since  been  on  the  govern- 
ment pay  roll.  He  was  several  times  called  upon 
to  guide  the  army  across  the  plains,  and  through 
the  country  where  the  Indians  were  troublesome. 
In  1874  he  was  with  General  Aides  during  his 
campaign  against  the  Southern  Cheyennes,  Kio- 
was and  Comanches,  and  was  next  with  General 
Crook  during  the  Sitting  Bull  outbreak.  He 
was  also  in  the  Dull  Knife  campaign  of  1878. 
and  took  an  important  part  in  the  subduing  of 
the  northern  Cheyennes. 

To  the  commanders  of  the  western  posts,  the 
services  of  Air.  Clark  have  been  of  inestimable 
value,  and  he  has  in  his  possession  many  letters 
from  the  various  famous  men  to  whom  he  has 
been  a guide  and  counselor,  as  well  as  mam- 
relics  which  attest  the  friendship  and  confidence 
of  the  Indians.  Through  all  the  troublesome 
negotiations,  and  at  times  critical  situations,  he 
lias  ever  been  on  friendly  terms  with  the  red 
men,  who  have  trusted  in  his  honor  and  have 
never  been  disappointed.  He  has  often  gone 
among  them  when  they  were  on  the  point  of  re- 
bellion, and  by  his  diplomacy  and  tact  has  dis- 
suaded them  from  their  course.  He  is  most 
complimcntarily  mentioned  by  General  Sheridan 
in  his  memoirs,  and  in  General  Aides’  book. 

Air.  Clark’s  marriage  was  no  less  romantic 
and  adventurous  than  the  other  incidents  in  his 
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career.  His  wife  was  a full-blooded  Cheyenne, 
and  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living.  All  have  good  educations, 
and  some  are  graduates  of  the  Carlisle  Indian 
School,  while  others  are  now  acquiring  their  edu- 
cation. 


ARXS  HOAGLAND  COLLINGS.  who 
passed  to  his  reward  July  14,  1899,  is  de- 
serving of  a place  in  the  pioneer  history  of 
the  now  flourishing  and  beautiful  Oklahoma, 
lie  performed  his  full  share  in  the  herculean 
task  of  developing  its  resources,  and  in  spite  of 
many  discouragements  steadfastly  pressed  to- 
ward the  goal  which  he  had  set  before  him — an 
excellent  and  well  improved  homestead.  He 
was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  the  consumma- 
tion of  his  energetic  toil  here,  but  passed  to  the 
heavenly  home,  mourned  by  a large  circle  of 
sincere  friends. 

For  several  generations  members  of  the  Col- 
lings  family  have  been  numbered  among  the 
sturdy  frontiersmen  who  have  led  the  way  for 
civilization.  John  C.  Codings,  father  of.  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  accompanied  his  relatives  to 
Indiana  in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  and  he 
and  his  brother  Richard  were  actively  engaged 
in  the  wars  with  the  Indians,  which  culminated 
with  the  fight  at  Pigeon  Roost.  Richard  and  his 
entire  family,  with  the  exception  of  one  little 
girl,  were  massacred  by  the  redskins.  John  C. 
Codings  and  his  loved  ones  passed  through  some 
extremely  exciting  times,  and  on  one  occasion 
the  Indians  attacked  them  in  their  cabin.  Mrs. 
Codings  bravely  did  her  share  in  the  confiict, 
loading  the  guns  until  their  scanty  store  of  am- 
munition was  exhausted.  The  husband  then 
threw  open  the  door,  and,  rushing  into  the  midst 
of  his  foes,  as  a last  resort,  clubbed  them  right 
and  left,  and,  it  is  said,  killed  seven. 

The  birth  of  Earns  Hoagland  Codings  took 
place  in  the  cabin  which  his  father  had  so  he- 
roically defended.  This  humble  home  was  situ- 
ated in  Scott  county,  and  the  date  of  our  sub- 
ject's birth  April  5,  1834.  Such  education  as  he 
obtained  was  gained  in  the  old-fashioned  sub- 
scription schools  of  that  day,  and  among  his 
schoolmates  was  the  lady  who  became  his  wife 
in  later  years.  After  reaching  manhood  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  a small  scale  until  the  Civil 
war  broke  out,  when  he  was  among  the  first  to 
offer  his  services  to  his  country,  lie  enlisted  in 
the  Sixty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  at  first 
was  sent  to  Camp  Noble,  whence  he  proceeded 
to  the  camp  at  Indianapolis. 

After  taking  purl  in  a number  of  important 
campaigns  in  the  south,  Mr.  Codings  was  taken 
captive  b\  the  Confederates,  but,  fortunatclv,  bl- 
and his  comrades  were  exchanged  at  the  end  of 


thirteen  days  and  returned  to  Indianapolis  and 
ter  Camp  Noble.  Thence  soon  sent  to  the  front 
again  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  battles  of 
Mission  Ridge,  Charleston,  Richmond,  Ga., 
and  many  others  of  about  equal  importance. 
He  saw  such  hard  service  and  suffered  so  greatly 
from  exposure  to  inclement  weather  and  from 
poor  and  insufficient  food  that  he  never  fully  re- 
gained his  former  fine  health.  It  was  not  until 
his  country  no  longer  needed  him  that  he  re- 
turned to  his  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
lie  then  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Scott,  his  native  county,  and  began 
improvement  and  cultivation.  In  1883  he 
removed  to  Pottawatomie  county,  Ivans.,  where 
for  ten  years  he  conducted  a stock  farm. 
In  1893  he  came  to  Oklahoma  territory  and  pur- 
chased the  southwestern  quarter  of  section  27, 
township  1 6,  range  4,  Logan  county.  The  land 
was  unimproved,  and  it  was  no  slight  task  to 
prepare  it  for  the  raising  of  fine  crops.  He  built 
a substantial  house  and  fences  and  planted  a 
large  variety  of  fruit  trees  and  small  fruits,  be- 
sides making  other  improvements,  which  ren- 
dered this  a model  country  home. 

For  a companion  and  helpmate  in  life’s  jour- 
ney Mr.  Codings  made  a wise  choice,  his  wife 
being  Sarah  C.,  daughter  of  Ezekial  and  Eliza 
(Cunningham)  Clark.  She  was  born  near  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  and  comes  of  a family  notable  for 
the  number  of  patriotic  soldiers  it  furnished  in  the 
wars  of  our  country.  Her  paternal  grandfather 
and  two  of  her  uncles  were  heroes  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  two  of  her  own  brothers  were  soldiers 
in  the  war  with  Mexico,  while  three  of  her  broth- 
ers took  part  in  the  Civil  war.  One  of  the 
brothers  was  killed  in  the  Mexican  war  and  an- 
other laid  his  life  on  the  altar  of  the  Union. 
Surviving  our  subject  are  two  children.  Z.  FI., 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
and  Lizzie  Jane,  wife  of  Francis  McClellan,  of 
Cedar  township. 


LARS  CHRISEX.  Though  his  residence  in 
the  United  States  covers  but  a score  of 
years,  Lars  Chrisen,  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  Guthrie,  has  won  an  honored  place 
in  the  community,  and  is  considered  a represent- 
ative citizen  of  his  adopted  country.  His  parents, 
Christian  and  Ellen  (Petersen)  Chrisen,  were 
natives  of  Shelland,  Denmark,  and  lived  upon  a 
farm  during  their  lifetime.  The  father  served  in 
the  Danish  army  while  the  war  of  1848  was  in 
progress,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1864.  Our 
subject's  grandfathers,  Christian  Chrisen  and 
Peter  Petersen,  also  were  numbered  among  the 
agriculturists  and  substantial,  honorable  citizen; 
1 >f  Shelland,  1 )cnmai  k. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  June  25, 
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i860,  and  of  the  nine  brothers  and  sisters  who 
grew  to  maturity  he  is  the  only  one  in  America. 
When  he  was  in  his  fifth  year  he  was  bereaved  of 
his  parents,  and  for  several  years  thereafter  lived 
with  an  uncle  on  a farm.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  then 
was  apprenticed  to  a painter,  serving-  five  years 
at  his  trade.  He  became  proficient  in  the  art  of 
decorating  and  frescoing,  and  thus  the  better 
class  of  work  falls  to  his  share. 

When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Chrisen 
determined  that  he  would  try  his  fortunes  in  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  12th  of  November, 
1880,  he  sailed  from  Copenhagen  in  the  good 
ship  “Florida.”  Arriving  in  New  York  city,  on 
the  4th  of  December,  he  then  proceeded  to  Chi- 
cago and  soon  went  to  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  where  he 
was  employed  at  his  trade  five  years.  Hav- 
ing acquired  a practical  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage and  local  business  methods,  he  then 
embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
in  1885  located  in  Springfield,  Seward  county. 
Ivans.,  at  which  time  a hotly  contested  struggle 
was  going  on  between  that  place  and  Fargo 
Springs,  both  desiring  to  be  made  the  county- 
seat.  As  Springfield  came  off  the  victor,  our 
subject  found  plenty  of  employment,  and  steadily 
added  to  his  bank  account.  In  1888  he  went  to 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  he  continued  to  live  until 
Oklahoma  was  opened  to  white  settlers.  Since 
June  1,  1889,  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
doing  contracting  in  Guthrie,  and  his  handiwork 
is  to  be  seen  on  every  hand.  Among  the  finest 
examples  of  his  skill  in  this  localitv  we  cite  the 
painting  and  decorating  of  the  Hotel  Royal  and 
the  Opera-house,  the  Oklahoma  Hotel,  the  Bank 
of  Indian  Territory,  the  Lyon  Block,  the  Victor 
Block  and  the  Goodrich  Building,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  St.  Joseph's  Convent.  Manv  beauti- 
ful homes  here  also  bespeak  his  good  taste  in  the 
selection  of  tints  and  combinations  of  shades. 
His  office  is  centrally  situated,  being-  at  Xo.  113 
North  First  street. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Chrisen  is  located  at 
No.  421  South  First  street.  The  lady  who  pre- 
sides over  its  hospitalities  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Florence  M.  Hall.  She  was  born  in  Xodawav 
county,  Mo.,  and  was  married  to  our  subject  at 
her  home  in  this  city  in  1891.  Thev  belong  to 
the  membership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Mr.  Chrisen  being  one  of  the 
official  board  of  tbe  same  at  present.  In  his  po- 
litical creed  he  is  a Democrat. 


DR.  S.  F.  SCOTT.  1 be  material,  intellectual 
and  social  growth  of  Waukomis  is  largelv 
interwoven  with  the  ambitions,  attainments 
and  generosity  of  Dr.  Scott.  When  he  first  cast 
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his  fortunes  with  the  embryo  town  in  1895  there 
were  but  six  families  there,  and  very  few  evi- 
dences of  future  prosperity.  In  keeping  with  his 
universally  recognized  spirit  of  progress.  Dr. 
Scott  erected  the  first  stone  building  on  Main 
street,  the  stone  being  brought  from  his  claim 
on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  7,  Flynn 
township,  a distance  of  twelve  miles.  This  claim 
had  come  into  the  doctor's  possession  at  the 
opening  of  the  territory,  and  his  family  and  him- 
self had  since  been  living  there. 

Dr.  Scott’s  success  in  his  chosen  life  work, 
while,  largely  due  to  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, application  and  hard  work,  has,  never- 
theless, been  augmented  by  an  inherited  apti- 
tude, his  father  and  grandfather  having  been 
creditable  members  of  the  profession.  During 
the  Civil  war  his.  father,  R.  H.  Scott,  removed 
from  his  home  in  Texas  to  Centralia,  111.,  where 
he  became  prominently  identified  with  the  medi- 
cal and  other  interests  of  the  community.  He 
was  a graduate  of  the  University  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  for  forty-five  years  practiced  medicine 
and  surgery  in  Texas,  Louisiana  and  Illinois. 
During  the  war  he  was  a southern  unionist.  His 
useful  and  enterprising  career  terminated  in  Illi- 
nois at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  His  father, 
Hugh  Scott,  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  gradu- 
ated in  medicine  at  Edinboro,  soon  after  which 
he  migrated  to  the  United  States.  Upon  arriving 
in  America  he  settled  first  in  Virginia,  and  lived 
later  in  Missouri,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty.  Dr.  R.  H.  Scott  married  Mary  Agnes 
Smith,  and  six  of  their  children  are  living, 
namely:  William,  of  Illinois:  S.  F.,  of  Wauko- 
mis; Dora,  wife  of  William  Renfrow;  Mrs.  Ida 
Rogers;  Lola  and  Charles.  The  parents  both 
died  in  Centralia,  111. 

Dr.  S.  F.  Scott  was  born  in  northeastern  Texas 
and  began  to  study  medicine  with  his  father 
when  twenty  years  of  age.  This  study  was  sup- 
plemented by  a course  at  the  Missouri  Medical 
College  at  St.  Louis,  and  at  the  Northwestern 
Medical  College  in  St.  Joe,  AIo . After  prac- 
ticing in  his  home  town  of  Centralia  for  a time 
lie  located  in  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  where  he  lived 
for  nine  years.  Thence  he  went  to  Blue  Ridge, 
Mo.,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  subse- 
quently locating  on  his  claim  in  Oklahoma. 

In  addition  to  the  fine  stone  business  block- 
erected  by  Dr.  Scott  he  also  has  a commodious 
and  modern  residence  in  Waukomis.  In  politics 
he  has  ever  taken  a prominent  place,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Populist  party,  having  formerlv 
becn  a Republican.  For  two  years  he  served  as 
a member  of  the  city  council.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  county  board  of  health  for  some 
time  and  is  a member  of  the  Garfield  Countv 
Medical  Association.  Fraternally  he  is  associa- 
ted with  the  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order 
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of  Odd  Fellows  at  Enid,  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  at  Waukomis,  and  is  past  mas- 
ter workman  of  the  same. 

In  1874  Dr.  Scott  married  Lena  D.  Maddux, 
and  of  this  union  there  are  three  children:  Hugh, 
who  is  practicing  medicine;  Mollie  and  Lura. 

As  a physician,  Dr.  Scott  has  been  especially 
successful  in  his  treatment  of  rheumatism,  hav- 
ing adopted  the  hot  air  treatment,  and  he  is  the 
only  physician  in  the  town  who  resorts  to  this  ex- 
cellent method  of  circumventing  a truly  stubborn 
disorder. 


JULIUS  C.  CROSS.  As  manager  of  the 
Pabst  Ice  Plant,  also  as  deputy  grand  master 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Oklahoma, 
and  as  an  all  around  enterprising  and  successful 
citizen  of  Kingfisher,  Mr.  Cross  has  won  for  him- 
self an  enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  most 
reliable  and  esteemed  dwellers  of  the  newly- 
opened  territory. 

Early  in  the  century,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
who  was  a descendant  of  an  old  New  York  fam- 
ily, brought  his  family  from  New  York  and  set- 
tled in  Lenawee  county,  Mich.,  where  he  became 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  influential  jew- 
elry merchants  in  the  town  of  Adrian.  He  be- 
came prominent  in  many  lines  of  interest, 
amassed  considerable  of  this  world's  goods,  and 
became  the  possessor  of  a large  amount  of  real- 
estate,  having  previously  owned  the  site  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  court  house.  He  was  a courageous 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six.  Following  in  their  father’s  foot- 
steps, the  sons  became  jewelers.  J.  C.,  who  was 
a jeweler  and  settled  in  Three  Rivers,  Mich., 
becoming  identified  with  the  growth  of  the  town, 
when  war  was  declared  enlisted  in  1S62  in  Com- 
pany D,  Twenty-fifth  [Michigan  Infantry,  as  cap- 
tain of  his  company.  His  career  in  the  war  was 
unexpectedly  cut  short  owing  to  severe  wounds 
received  at  Stone  River,  which  so  impaired  his 
health  that  he  was  mustered  out  of  service.  He 
is  now  conducting  a flourishing  business  at 
Adrian,  Lenawee  county,  Mich.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  [Masonic  order  and  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  His  wife.  Harriett  C.  (Gilmore) 
Cross,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and  is  de- 
scended from  an  old  and  distinguished  family  of 
that  state.  Her  family  moved  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  [Michigan  and  thence  to  Savanna,  111. 

To  this  couple  were  born  three  children,  two 
boys  and  one  girl.  Their  son,  Julius  C.,  was 
born  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  January  28,  1850,  and  is 
the  oldest  and  only  surviving  member  of  the 
younger  portion  of  the  family.  He  received  his 
education  in  Adrian,  [Mich.,  and  in  i860  moved  to 
Three  Rivers,  where  he  remained  for  a short 
time,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S65  he  located  in  Savan- 


na, 111.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the  rail- 
road business,  as  conductor  on  the  Racine  divis- 
ion, which  position  he  retained  until  1876.  He 
then  took  charge  of  the  car  service  at  Savanna 
for  a time,  after  which  he  resigned  and  went  into 
the  grocery  business,  with  George  N.  Macken  as 
partner.  In  1885  Mr.  Cross  took  up  his  abode 
in  Kansas,  locating  at  Protection,  Comanche 
county,  operating  under  the  firm  name  of  Cross 
& Krummer.  This  association  was  amicably 
continued  until  April  22,  1889,  when  he  came  to 
Kingfisher  and  located  permanently.  Until  1892 
he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  feed  business,  at 
which  time  he  assumed  charge  of  the  Pabst  Ice 
Plant,  which  was  the  first  of  its  kind  erected  in 
the  territory.  There  are  twenty-five  machines, 
which  are  run  to  their  full  capacity  during  the 
season. 

Mr.  Cross  was  married  in  Milwaukee,  Wis..  to 
Eva  A.  Risley,  a native  of  Libertyville,  111.  Of 
this  union  there  are  four  children:  Laura,  a pupil 
of  the  Hollowell  Academy,  Kansas,  and  a grad- 
uate of  Kingfisher  College;  Hattie,  a student  in 
the  high  school;  William  J.,  also  a pupil  in  the 
high  school;  and  Alary  Adell. 

Mr.  Cross  has  taken  a conspicuous  part  in  the 
undertakings  of  his  town,  and  is  politically  and 
fraternally  prominent  and  active.  He  was  for 
two  years  city  treasurer  of  Kingfisher  and  school 
treasurer  for  thy  same  number  of  years.  He  was 
further  appreciated  by  his  Republican  colleagues, 
who  appointed  him  a member  of  the  city  council, 
fourth  ward,  for  one  term,  and  elected  him  a 
member  of  the  high  school  board  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  He  is  an  extremely  influential 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  being  a member 
of  the  Kingfisher  Chapter  No.  8;  charter  member 
of  the  Cyrene  Commandery  No.  6;  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Oklahoma,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  1S94,  and  from  which  he 
has  risen  to  his  present  position  of  deputy  grand 
commander  of  the  Commandery  of  Oklahoma : 
also  is  connected  with  the  India  Temple, 
N.  M.  S.,  Oklahoma  City.  The  Independent 
Order  Odd  Fellows,  Hennessey  Lodge  No.  11, 
has  him  as  a member;  also  of  the  Ancient  Order 
United  Workmen.  With  his  wife  he  is  a member 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  They  are  actively  and  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  interests  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 


FORCE  H.  DODSON,  librarian  of  Okla- 
o homa  territory,  is  known  throughout  the 
middle  west  as  one  of  its  ablest  politicians 
and  most  public-spirited  citizens.  The  title  of  the 
“young  prophet  of  the  west”  was  bestowed  upon 
him  because  of  the  clever  prediction  which  he 
made  in  the  spring  of  1896  that  McKinley  would 
be  nominated  on  the  first  ballot.  This  conclusion 
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was  not  a wild  guess,  but  a well  founded  opinion, 
j,aSod  upon  his  careful  research  and  correspond- 
, nee  with  the  secretaries  of  the  Republican 
leagues  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  the 
article  which  he  wrote  containing  his  prophecy 
uas  extensively  copied  throughout  the  United 
States.  It  so  happened  that  he  missed  the  mark 
Ijv  only  a trifle.  Few  young  men  are  better 
posted  on  the  great  issues  of  the  day,  and  few 
are  more  aggressive  or  more  competent  to  give 
sound  reasons  "for  the  faith  that  is  in  them.” 
As  a public  official  he  has  given  excellent  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned,  and  year  by  year  his 
popularity  is  increasing.  Believing  that  a review 
of  the  salient  facts  of  his  career  will  prove  of 
interest  to  his  numerous  friends  the  following 
has  been  compiled. 

The  Dodson  family  originated  in  England, 
but  at  an  early  period  in  this  country’s  history 
two  brothers  bearing  the  name,  settled,  respect- 
ively, in  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  while  a third 
took  up  his  abode  in  Ohio.  Capt.  E.  W.,  father 
of  George  H.  Dodson,  was  born  in  Tennessee 
and  was  early  orphaned.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Mexican  war  as  a private  and  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  Subsequently  lie 
located  in  Arkansas,  and.  when  the  disruption  of 
the  Union  was  threatened,  his  sympathies  went 
out  toward  the  defenders  of  the  government.  In 
spite  of  his  bitter  protestations,  he  was  forced 
into  the  ranks  of  the  rebel  army,  but  vowed  that 
he  would  never  strike  a blow  against  the  Union. 
In  the  first  engagement  with  the  boys  in  blue  he 
hoisted  a flag  of  truce  and  crossed  over  into  their 
ranks,  thenceforth  serving  with  the  Federals.  tie 
did  heroic  duty  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
being  the  captain  of  Company  A during  the  most 
of  the  war,  and  being  connected  with  the  Army  of 
the  West.  When  tlie  war  closed  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Xashville  until  1870,  when  he 
returned  to  Arkansas.  In  1S72  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  sheriff — the  only  Republican  who 
uas  ever  thus  honored  in  Pope  county.  Party 
feeling  ran  high,  and  to  the  everlasting  disgrace 
of  that  locality  it  must  be  recorded  that  every  one 
of  the  Republican  officials  of  that  county  were 
assassinated  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of 
•their  duties.  Among  the  first  to  fall  a victim  to 
tin's  political  furv  was  Captain  Dodson,  who  pos- 
sessed many  strong  friends  and  was  a citizen  and 
Mason  of  high  standing.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Nona 
( . Dodson,  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  when 
in  her  sixtieth  year.  She  was  a daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Satterfield,  who  owned  and  operated  a flour 
mill  in  Murray  county,  Tenn..  and  also  was  an 
extensive  manufacturer  of  fine  furniture.  His 
ancestors  were  Scotch.  Of  the  twelve  children 
born  to  Captain  Dodson  and  wife  eight  are  liv- 
mg.  the  six  daughters  being  residents  of  Arkan- 
va>  and  the  sons  of  Guthrie.  Ulysses  Edward  is 


the  proprietor  of  the  Guthrie  steam  laundry. 
Another  son,  the  Rev.  William  J.  Dodson,  was 
prominently  connected  with  the  conference  of 
Arkansas  from  his  twentieth  year  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Little  Rock. 

George  H.  Dodson  was  born  October  11,  1863, 
near  Russellville,  Ark.,  and  when  his  father  was 
killed,  and  his  brother,  who  was  a deputy  sheriff, 
had  to  flee  for  his  life,  and  all  of  the  family  were 
cruelly  harassed,  he  became  the  hope  and  main- 
stay of  his  mother.  He  manfully  shouldered  the 
unusual  responsibilities  thus  devolving  upon 
him  in  his  twelfth  year,  and  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  attended  school  only  six  months.  11c 
was  a diligent  student,  however,  and  at  length 
entered  the  Little  Rock  University,  where,  at 
twenty,  his  course  was  interrupted  by  the  death 
of  a brother.  Returning  home,  he  managed  the 
farm  for  a period,  and  then,  entering  the  employ 
of  the  Standard  Publishing  Company,  of  New 
York  city,  represented  the  firm  as  general  agent 
in  the  southern  states.  Leaving  that  company 
after  three  years,  he  went  to  San  Diego,  Cal., 
where  he  was  connected  with  the  Daily  Bee 
Local  paper,  for  a year  or  more.  Then,  sum- 
moned home  by  the  illness  of  his  mother,  he 
severed  his  relations  with  the  California  journal 
and  later  made  arrangements  to  enter  the  lawr 
office  of  Colonel  Whipple,  of  Little  Rock,  when 
the  proposed  opening  of  Oklahoma  changed  his 
plans. 

With  the  vast  multitudes  seeking  a home  in 
this  territory  Mr.  Dodson  came  on  that  22 d of 
April,  1889,  and,  after  serving  as  a clerk  in  the 
Guthrie  postoffice,  under  Air.  Flynn,  for  nearly 
six  months,  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Or- 
lando, and  continued  in  that  position  for  about 
three  years.  In  1892  he  was  elected  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket  to  the  county  recordership,  and 
on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  was  re- 
elected by  a large  majority,  serving  until  the 
beginning  of  1897.  Since  1893  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  business  on  his  own  account,  possess- 
ing. as  lie  does,  a full  set  of  the  abstracts  of 
Logan  county,  and  conducting  a large  insurance 
business  in  the  city  of  Guthrie.  In  addition  to 
this  lie  carries  on  a real  estate  and  loan  business, 
and  personally  owns  two  farms  in  this  county 
and  considerable  city  property. 

In  the  multiplicity  of  his  duties  Air.  Dodson 
would  not  be  so  successful  as  lie  undoubtedlv  is 
were  it  not  for  the  fine  system  which  he  emplovs, 
and  the  clear,  keen  way  in  which  he  solves  diffi- 
culties. In  April.  1898,  he  was  appointed  libra- 
rian of  Oklahoma  by  Governor  Barnes,  and  has 
succeeded  in  collecting  and  svstematizing  the 
official  documents  and  records  in  a masterlv 
way.  1 1 is  prominence  in  the  Republican  partv 
ranks  needs  110  special  reference,  for  his  devotion 
to  the  cause  is  well  known.  He  is  an  influential 
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member  of  the  Guthrie  Club,  was  a member  of 
the  Oklahoma  Territorial  Republican  Commit- 
tee from  1894  to  1896,  was  secretary  of  the 
Logan  County  Central  Committee  in  1896,  and 
is  now  connected  with  the  Logan  County  Re- 
publican League.  Fraternally  he  stands  high 
in  the  councils  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  being 
grand  chancellor  of  this  territory  in  1897  and 
1898,  and  at  the  last  convocation  of  the  grand 
lodge  in  Guthrie  was  honored  by  being  made 
supreme  representative  to  the  supreme  lodge  of 
the  United  States.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Uni- 
form Rank  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

While  a resident  of  Orlando  nine  years  ago 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dodson  and  Miss  Anna  B. 
Glazier,  one  of  the  leading  society  ladies  of  that 
place,  was  solemnized.  She  is  a native  of  Mis- 
souri, and  her  father,  Col.  H.  E.  Glazier,  now  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Guthrie,  won  his  title  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  been 
extensively  engaged  in  mining  in  the  zinc  min- 
eral fields  of  the  Joplin  district  of  Missouri.  Mrs. 
Dodson  is  a lady  of  superior  education  and 
social  attainments,  as  she  is  a graduate  of  the 
Columbia  (Mo.)  College,  where  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  her,  and 
for  about  a year  subsequently  she  was  numbered 
among  the  editors  of  DeKalb  county.  Mo.  Air. 
Dodson  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  being  one  of  its  trustees,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  generous  contributors  to  many 
worthy  enterprises. 


BENJAMIN  J.  DOBSON.  The  change  in 
the  life  of  Mr.  Dobson  from  a peaceful 
agricultural  existence  in  Kansas  to  the  un- 
certainties existing  in  newly-opened  Oklahoma 
were  attended  by  unexpected  drawbacks  more 
convincing  than  agreeable.  Partly  from  an  ar- 
dent zeal  in  the  application  of  humanitarian 
principles,  and  partly  from  complications  arising 
from  the  grasping  and  tenacious  proclivities  of 
human  nature,  when  it  goes  forth  to  find  and 
possess  land,  his  movements  were  much  ham- 
pered and  the  enthusiasm  supposed  to  exist  in 
the  pioneer  breast  considerably  modified. 

Arriving  on  the  scene  of  chance  the  day  of 
the  famous  opening,  Air.  Dobson  staked  his 
claim,  but  surrendered  the  right  to  the  same 
after  listening  to  the  tale  of  a grief-laden  seeker 
for  a home.  Reluctantly  returning  to  his  home 
in  Kansas,  he  tarried  there  until  18914  when  he 
again  started  out  with  hopes  of  success,  only  to 
be  confronted  to  an  intensified  degree  with  his 
former  bad  luck.  Nothing  daunted,  he  decided 
to  conquer  rather  than  be  conquered.  The  crowd 
accompanying  him  were  desirous  of  acquiring 
the  fine  bottom  lands  lying  just  across  the  Cim- 
arron river,  and  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 


17,  township  17,  range  1 east,  Logan  county, 
was  considered  the  finest  piece  of  land  in  the 
Iowa  reservation.  As  proof  of  the  wisdom  of 
their  choice,  they  found  twelve  men  on  said 
claim,  each  with  a firm  determination  to  make  it 
his  permanent  abiding  place.  After  an  expendi- 
ture of  words  and  energy  worthy  of  not  a better, 
but  a more  hopeful  cause,  all  but  two  of  the  con- 
testants withdrew  from  the  scene  of  hostilities, 
leaving  Mr.  Dobson  and  a cowboy,  named  For- 
rest Halsell,  to  finish  the  contest  at  their  leisure. 
The  matter  was  taken  for  adjustment  to  the 
courts,  and  tried  in  the  Guthrie  land  office,  \Yid- 
mer  & Lindsey  representing  Mr.  Halsell  and 
George  Cunningham  representing  Mr.  Dobson. 
For  forty-one  days  the  dreary  proceedings 
dragged  along,  the  testimony  filling  six  hundred 
typewritten  pages.  After  all  the  legal  trouble 
the  parties' decided  to  compromise,  Air.  Dobson 
paying  Air.  Halsell  $i,coo  to  leave  him  in  undis- 
puted possession.  Thus  ended  the  most  stub- 
born contest  of  the  kind  in  the  county,  at  a cost 
to  each  claimant  of  more  than  $1,000. 

It  is  safe  to  assume  that,  in  the  minds  of  the 
community,  Mr.  Dobson  has  won  a name  syn- 
onymous with  determination  and  inflexibility, 
and  that  no  one  entertains  any  serious  thought 
of  involving  himself  in  contest  with  him.  The 
spirit  of  force  has  pervaded  all  of  his  efforts,  and 
he  has  forged  ahead  regardless  of  obstacles.  His 
much-contested  claim  was  but  the  nucleus  of 
his  possessions  in  the  territory,  for  he  has  added 
two  quarter  sections,  adjoining,  and  also  owns 
forty  acres  just  south  of  the  original  claim  and 
also  a quarter  section  on  Fitzgerald's  creek.  He 
also  owns,  jointly  with  his  wife,  four  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  in  Kansas.  Alost  of  the  land 
is  rented  out  on  the  tenant  system.  The  Kansas 
property  is  devoted  mostly  to  the  raising  of  corn, 
and  in  Oklahoma  they  raise  corn  and  cotton, 
with  a decided  preference  for  the  latter. 

The  personal  life  of  this  land  owner  must  nec- 
essarily be  of  interest,  for  the  acquiring  of  the 
same  indicates  commendable  enterprise,  the 
watchword  of  all  who  proceed  beyond  the  aver- 
age. He  was  born  in  Kane  county,  Ilk,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1854.  His  parents  came  from  other,  but 
not  distant  shores.  His  father,  George. Dobson, 
was  born  in  New  Brunswick,  and  his  mother, 
Elizabeth  (Goodwin)  Dobson,  was  a native  of 
Nova  Scotia.  They  came  to  the  United  States 
at  an  early  day,  and  were  among  the  prosperous 
and  courageous  pioneers  who  aided  so  much  in 
the  development  of  the  country.  Their  son.  Ben- 
jamin. received  a thorough  home  training,  but 
his  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education  were 
meager,  indeed.  In  1867  he  moved  with  hK 
family  to  ( )sage  county,  Kans.,  where  thev  were 
the  first  white  settlers  in  the  county.  During 
the  three  years  of  their  stay  im Osage  count}'  lie 
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attended  but  one  term  of  school.  In  1870  they 
went  in  search  of  better  conditions  to  Butler 
e.mntv.  Kans.,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  1875  he  married  Rebecca  J.  Fillmore. 
Her  father,  John,  and  her  mother,  Eliza  (Ogden) 
I illmore,  were  natives  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
emigrated  first  to  Illinois  and  later  to  Kansas. 
Mrs.  Dobson  had,  like  her  husband,  been  handi- 
capped as  far  as  acquiring  an  education  was 
concerned,  and  after  taking  up  their  life  and  work 
in  Kansas  they  attended  the  schools  of  their 
district,  thereby  fitting  themselves  for  their  fu- 
ture conflicts  and  successes. 

When  only  seventeen  years  of  age  Mr.  Dobson 
bought  his  first  land,  lots  4 and  5,  located  on 
section  30.  township  27,  range  8 east  of  the  prin- 
cipal meridian  of  Kansas,  and  to  this  he  kept 
adding  until  the  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
were  acquired.  His  agricultural  pursuits  in  Kan- 
sas were  attended  by  gratifying  success,  and  be 
attained  to  prominence  and  influence  in  the 
county.  In  politics  he  has  transferred  his  al- 
legiance from  the  Greenback  and  Populist  par- 
ties to  the  Republican  party,  with  the  issues  of 
which  he  is  in  warm  accord.  In  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  public  welfare  he  is  foremost,  and 
lie  is  accounted  one  of  the  town's  most  stanch 
and  reliable  citizens. 

To  Air,  and  Mrs.  Dobson  have  been  born  four 
children:  John,  Hazel,  Benjamin  Harrison,  and 
Ethel  J.  With  the  exception  of  the  latter,  all 
were  born  in  Kansas. 


JESSE  STEWART  MORRISON,  who  may 
J safely  be  said  to  be  the  oldest  inhabitant  of 
Oklahoma,  is  a typical  representative  of  the 
hardy  pioneers  of  the  western  plains.  He  served 
as  scout  for  many  years  and  was  also  an  Indian 
trader.  He  acted  as  interpreter  as  well  as  scout 
tor  the  generals  in  command  in  the  west,  speak- 
ing several  Indian  languages,  including  the  In- 
dian sign  language.  Many  thrilling  adventures 
characterized  1 1 is  early  life,  and  his  manv  friends 
never  tire  of  hearing  of  his  buffalo  hunts  and  ex- 
citing experiences.  He  is  now  a prominent  real- 
estate  dealer  of  El  Reno  and  was  agent  for 
1-emps  Brewing  Company  of  St.  Louis  for  some 
time. 

Mr.  Morrison  was  born  at  Ridgebury,  Orange 
comity,  X.  Y..  December  25.  1840,  and  is  a son  of 
\ndrew  and  Jane  (Kerr)  Morrison.  His  father 
-as  born  in  Paterson,  X.  J..  and  engaged  in 
tanning  in  Orange  county,  X.  A'.,  until  1844. 
alien  he  went  around  Cape  Horn  to  California, 
-here  he  died.  He  married  Jane  Kerr,  who  was 
orn  in  Orange  county.  X.  Y.,  and  died  in  New 
Dirk  City  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  Her 
-t’her,  William  Kerr,  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage, 
''■as  born  in  Ireland,  and  because  of  political  per- 


secution came  to  this  country,  locating  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.  He  married  Elizabeth  Stewart, 
who  came  of  a prominent  Xevv  York  family, 
Gilbert  Stewart  being  a cousin  of  her  grand- 
father. Her  grandfather  served  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Air.  and  Airs.  Alorrison  were  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Jesse  Stewart,  and  Emma  J., 
wife  of  A.  L.  Jones. 

Cntil  fourteen  years  of  age  Jesse  Stewart  Alor- 
rison was  reared  in  Orange  county.  From  that 
time  until  he  was  sixteen  he  lived  in  New  York 
City  and  Brooklyn.  He  attended  school  at  Wil- 
liamsburg, Long  Island,  completing  his  course 
at  the  age  of  sixteen.  In  1856  he  went  to  Cedar 
county,  Iowa,  and  lived  with  an  uncle,  Robert 
Kerr,  for  one  year,  after  which  he  lived  one  year 
in  Gentry  county,  AIo.  In  1858  he  went  to 
Texas,  near  Sherman,  Grayson  county,  and  be- 
fore the  Civil  war  went  to  the  Indian  territorv. 
but  shortly  afterward  located  in  western  Kansas. 
He  followed  hunting  and  traded  with  the  Indians 
during  the  war,  spending  several  years  on  the 
plains.  In  1865  he  came  with  Indian  traders 
and  located  five  miles  above  the  present  site  of 
Darlington,  where  they  established  a trading- 
outfit  and  spent  the  winter,  and  their  return  in 
1866  opened  what  has  since  been  known  as  the 
Chisholm  trail.  In  1866-67  he  was  employed  as 
scout  and  interpreter  for  Col.  E.  Wynkoop,  In- 
dian agent  for  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  at 
Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  Colonel  Cody  and  himself 
serving  at  the  same  post.  On  his  return  he  had 
many  robes  and  other  goods,  and  built  a log- 
house  where  Council  Grove  is  now  situated, 
leaving  them  there  until  he  could  send  for  them. 
They  went  to  Council  Grove,  Kans. 

Taking  an  outfit  from  Great  Bend  ranch,  or 
Ellensville,  Ark.,  to  the  Cimarron,  now  Okla- 
homa territory.  Air.  Alorrison  traded  with  the 
Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes.  Then,  with  Colonel 
Wynkoop,  he  started  as  scout  to  establish  an 
agency  near  Fort  Sill.  Colonel  Wvnkoop  re- 
turned east  before  this  was  accomplished,  and 
Air.  Alorrison  joined  Sheridan  at  old  Fort  Cobb 
and  came  with  him  to  establish  Fort  Sill.  He 
was  also  with  General  Custer  on  various  expedi- 
tions during-  that  winter.  When  General  Sheri- 
dan returned  east  he  was  employed  as  interpreter 
for  General  Hazen  as  long  as  he  remained  on  the 
frontier.  He  then  left  the  army,  and  from  Fort 
Leavenworth  was  sent  by  way  of  Fort  Gibson 
to  the  Cherokee  Nation -tq  put  in  some  bids  for 
the  forage  contract  at  Fort  Sill.  He  continued  to 
follow  Indian  trading  for  some  vears  in  western 
Oklahoma,  and  has  traded  for  as  high  as  ten 
thousand  buffalo  robes  in  one  winter. 

Xext  Air.  Alorrison  engaged  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness on  his  ranch  on  the  North  Canadian,  with 
headquarters  at  Council  Grove.  After  this  he 
was  one  of  the  original  lessors  of  the  Cheyenne 
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and  Arapahoe  reservation,  where  he  started  in 
the  cattle  business,  but, later  sold  out  to  Wert  & 
Rugby.  He  then  went  into  the  cattle  business  at 
Council  Grove  and  had  over  five  thousand  head. 
About  1887  he  sold  out  his  cattle  and  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Darlington  until 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma,  when  he  became  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Reno  City,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  until  the  Chicago  & 
Rock  Island  country  was  opened.  He  then  went 
to  Arapahoe  and  carried  on  a similar  line  of  busi- 
ness, but  his  health  failed  and  he  removed  to 
El  Reno  to  recuperate.  Eor  some  years  after 
1896  he  was  agent  for  the  Lemp’s  Brewing  Com- 
pany of  St.  Louis,  and  he  is  now  interested  in 
real  estate.  Ele  laid  out  Morrison  addition,  a- 
tract  of  thirty  acres  in  the  west  part  of  the  city, 
and  besides  owns  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
adjoining  El  Reno  on  the  west,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  three  miles  north  of  El  Reno,  on 
the  North  Canadian  river.  He  is  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  El  Reno  and  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity. 


JAMES  D.  FALKENSTEIN.  Not  unlike 
the  hero  of  Falkenstein,  the  subject  of  this 
article  has  crowded  into  the  span  of  his 
years  much  of  the  adventurous  and  romantic, 
though  in  place  of  feudal  castles  and  hair-breadth 
escapes  from  pursuing  enemies  have  been  sub- 
stituted for  the  modern  Falkenstein  the  broad 
sweep  and  freedom  of  the  western  plains  and  the 
wild  and  unhampered  existence  of  the  old-time 
frontiersman  and  cowboy. 

Born  in  that  part  of  Europe  which  is  now 
Prussia,  but  which  was  at  the  time  a valued  pos- 
session of  France,  Mr.  Falkenstein  is  a son  of 
C.  A.  Falkenstein,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1849  and  settled  in  Texas,  where  he 
lived  until  1870,  when  he  returned  to  Europe. 
James  D.  passed  his  childhood  on  the  ranch  in 
Texas,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  entered 
upon  an  open-air  existence  on  the  plains,  and  for 
about  ten  years  traveled  from  the  Rio  Grande  to 
Nebraska,  driving  cattle  on  the  trail.  His  work 
was  not  without  danger,  for  the  Indians  still 
considered  themselves  masters  of  all  they  sur- 
veyed, and  the  pale  face  was  to  them  an  intrusion 
and  menace.  Following  his  cattle  experience, 
Mr.  Falkenstein  freighted  for  five  years  between 
Hays  City  and  Camp  Supply  at  Dodge  City  and 
Fort  Elliott,  as  well  as  over  the  entire  south- 
west country.  When  the  business  was  dull  he 
made  extra  money  as  a railroad  constructor, 
and  in  this  capacity  built  the  grades  on  the  Santa 
Fe,  Missouri  Pacific,  and  Mexican  Central,  on 
the  latter  of  which  he  constructed  several  hun- 
dred miles  of  road.  When  the  railroad  work 
slacked  up  the  freighting  enterprise  was  re- 


sumed on  a large  scale,  and  the  long  train  wound 
its  way  over  the  prairies,  composed  of  about 
eighteen  wagons  hauled  by  mule  teams. 

In  1887  Mr.  Falkenstein  somewhat  changed 
his  habits  of  life,  and  went  to  Colorado  and  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  building.  He  superintended 
the  construction  of  twenty-five  miles  of  a ditch 
for  the  Emmett  Canal  and  Reservoir  Company. 
In  July  of  1889  he  came  to  Oklahoma  and  for 
$500  purchased  the  claim  upon  which  he  has 
since  lived.  The  next  year,  having  secured  his 
claim  at  the  United  States  land  office,  he  started 
with  his  grading  outfit  for  Simmesport,  La.,  and 
took  a contract  for  building  the  levees  along  the 
river  for  six  miles.  Returning  to  Oklahoma  he 
at  once  began  the  improvement  of  his  claim,  and 
among  other  things  set  out  a fine  orchard. 

Not  having  sufficient  land  to  adequately  carry 
on  farming  and  stock-raising,  Mr.  Falkenstein 
purchased  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  14, 
Center  township.  Kingfisher  county,  and  at  the 
present  time  also  leases  another  section,  the 
whole  being  devoted  to  wheat,  corn,  oats  and 
stock.  Of  this,  five  hundred  acres  are  used  for 
farming.  In  1899  was  erected  a commodious 
house,  and  the  other  buildings  and  appurte- 
nances are  on  an  equally  substantial  and  reliable 
scale.  A specialty  is  made  of  fine  horses  and 
much  care  and  attention  given  to  their  best  de- 
velopment. For  the  first  six  years  of  his  exist- 
ence in  the  territory  the  erstwhile  frontiersman 
kept  exclusive  bachelor  quarters  in  a dugout, 
which  lonely  condition  was  relieved  by  his  mar- 
riage, in  August  of  1896,  to  Carrie  M.  David,  a 
native  of  Hennessey,  Okla.  To  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Falkenstein  have  been  born  two  children,  Mary 
May  and  James  D.,  Jr. 

To  Air.  Falkenstein  is  due  large  credit  for  his 
meritorious  rise  in  Oklahoma,  which  had  little 
foundation  save  his  own  enterprise  and  ability. 
He  is  variously  interested  in  the  different  enter- 
prises instituted  for  the  well-being  of  the  com- 
munity and  has  borne  a part  in  their  organiza- 
tion and  perpetuation.  Fraternally  he  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Hennessey. 


TAMES  J.  ESTUS.  Few  of  the  pioneers  of 
J Oklahoma  have  accomplished  more  toward 
its  progress  on  broad  and  liberal  lines,  and 
the  amelioration  of  certain  conditions  incident  to 
the  growth  of  all  new  lands,  than  has  James  T. 
Estus.  His  claim,  located  on  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  34.  township  19,  range  2 west. 
Logan  county,  is  among  the  best  improved  in 
this  section  of  the  country. 

James  J.  Estus  was  born  in  Trimble  count v. 
Ivy.,  October  21,  1851.  and  is  a son  of  Ambrose 
and  Mahala  T.  (Conner)  Estus,  of  Kentucky.  1 lis 
great-grandfather,  William  Estus,  and  his  grand- 
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father,  Phelan  Estus,  were  natives  of  Virginia. 
Will  iain  Estns  died  shortly  after  his  marriage, 
and  little  is  known  of  him  by  his  descendants. 

The  young  life  of  Ambrose  Estus  was  sad- 
dened by  the  early  loss  of  his  father,  but  his 
uncle  Jael  gave  him  a comfortable  and  pleasant 
home  and  bound  him  out  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
to  a blacksmith,  for  whom  he  worked  for  several 
years  without  remuneration.  He  subsequently 
availed  bimself  of  his  ability  to  be  independent 
and  worked  at  his  trade  for  several  years  in  his 
native  county,  continuing  the  same  occupation 
after  removing  to  Illinois.  The  year  1864  found 
him  in  Clinton,  DeWitt  county,  111.,  and 
in  1870  he  went  to  Dallas,  Tex.,  where  he  lived 
for  two  years.  Upon  his  return  he  accompanied 
his  father  and  two  brothers  to  the  Osage  fruit 
region,  where  they  bought  lands,  and  where  his 
father  died  April  15,  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  now 
living  in  Kay  county,  Okla.,  with  her  son  Alonzo. 
Of  this  family  there  were  five  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

In  his  youth  James  J.  Estus  was  surrounded 
by  excellent  influences,  which  tended  to  develop 
the  best  part  of  bis  nature.  He  studiously 
availed  himself  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  close  application  at  the  public  schools,  after 
which  he  studied  at  the  Wesleyan  University  in 
Bloomington,  111.  He  was  one  of  the  three 
brothers  to  take  up  land  in  Cowley  county, 
Kans.,  where  he  lived  until  1889,  when,  having 
sold  his  land  in  Kansas,  he  joined  the  rush  at 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  July  30  of  the  same 
year  he  located  on  his  present  farm,  his  family 
folloAving  in  the  fall  of  1890.  From  time  to  time 
additions  of  land  have  been  made  to  the  present 
farm,  until  it  now  contains  five  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  No  pains  have  been  spared  in 
working  the  farm  up  to  a high  degree  of  cultiva- 
tion, the  barns,  house  and  outhouses  being  of 
the  best  possible  construction. 

Mr.  Estus  is  a Republican  and  voted  for  Grant 
in  1872.  He  has  been  active  along  political  lines, 
and  in  1898  was  elected  county  commissioner, 
which  position  he  filled  in  a most  commendable 
way.  His  enterprise,  untiring  willingness  to 
work  for  the  public  good,  and  his  ability  to  inter- 
est others  in  his  schemes,  and  secure  their  co- 
operation, have  made  him  a valued  arid  promi- 
nent benefactor  to  Logan  county.  During  his 
term  of  office  he  secured  the  erection  of  fifty-four 
steel  bridges,  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  feet 
in  length.  In  line  with  his  advanced  ideas  and 
progressive  spirit  he  has  opened  many  miles  of 
roads  for  traffic,  and  securing  the  lessening  of 
taxes.  In  fact,  no  other  administration  of  the 
kind  has  been  conducted  with  such  prolific  re- 
sults for  the  common  good  of  the  residents  in 
the  locality. 


Mr.  Estus  was  married  March  9,  1880,  to  Hes- 
ter J.  Scott,  a native  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio, 
and  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Alary 
(Elder)  Scott,  who  went  to  Kankakee  county, 
111.,  in  1869,  then  to  Benton  county,  Ind.,  and  to 
Kansas  in  1871. 


Edmund  milford  hegler.  a young 

man  of  talent  and  ability,  broad  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  view's,  Mr.  Hegler  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  legal  and  judiciary 
affairs  of  Oklahoma  since  taking  up  his  residence 
in  El  Reno,  in  1892,  having  been  connected  with 
the  second  district  court  as  clerk  or  deputy  clerk 
for  several  years.  He  was  born  in  Attica,  Foun- 
tain county,  Ind.,  September  -1 5,  1869,  a son  of 
Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Hegler,  now  clerk  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Oklahoma. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Hegler,  a 
portrait  painter  by  profession,  was  a native  of 
Switzerland,  wdrence  he  emigrated  to  America 
w'hile  yet  a young  man,  eventually  settling  in 
Indiana.  He  married  Julia  A.  Richards,  belong- 
ing to  an  influential  family  of  the  Old  Dominion 
State,  her  father  and  grandfather  having  both 
been  prominent  ministers  of  the  Baptist  denom- 
ination. 

Benjamin  F.  Hegler,  father  of  E.  M.  Hegler, 
was  born  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  November  27, 
1S42,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  the  printing  press,  early  in  life 
entering  the  fields  of  journalism  and  law.  The 
very  day  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter  he  offered 
his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany A,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  of  which  he 
was  made  sergeant.  During  the  summer  of  that 
year  he  was  in  West  Virginia,  under  Gen.  Joseph 
Reynolds,  in  the  Elkwater  and  Tygart  valleys, 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Greenbrier  and  in 
the  operations  at  Cheat  Mountain.  In  the  fall  of 
1861  he  came  down  the  Ohio  river  to  Kentucky 
to  join  Nelson’s  division  of  Buell’s  army,  and 
was  soon  afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant,  as  such  participating  in- the  bat- 
tle of  Shiloh,  the  siege  of  Corinth,  in  the  Buell- 
Bragg  campaign  to  Louisville,  and  in  the  en- 
gagements at  .Perrysville  and  Stone  River.  In 
the  last-named  battle  the  heaviest,  loss  in  the 
Union  army  was  in  his  regiment,  one  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  men  having  been  shot,  among 
the  number  being  twenty-eight  men  out  of  the 
forty-three  men  composing'  his  company.  lie 
was  then  captain  of  Company  A.  being  then  but 
twenty  years  of  age.  A month  later  he  was 
captured  by  the  enemy  and  confined  in  the  At- 
lanta and  Libby  prisons  until  exchanged. 

On  rejoining  his  regiment,  he  was  appointed 
provost-marshal  of  his  brigade,  and  under  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  took  part  in  the  operations 
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against  Tullahoma;  was  with  his  brigade  when 
Chattanooga  was  occupied;  was  at  the  battle 
of  Missionary  Ridge,  where  his  regiment,  the 
Fifteenth  Indiana,  belonged  to  Sheridan's  Divi- 
sion, which,  with  Woods’  Division,  made  the 
assault  on  the  center.  In  that  battle  he  was 
assigned  as  ranking  captain  to  assist  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  of  which  he  afterwards 
had  the  entire  command,  his  superior  officer  hav- 
ing been  wounded  before  the  ridge  was  taken, 
while  the  loss  to  the  regiment  was  two  hundred 
men  killed  or  wounded  out  of  a total  number  of 
three  hundred  and  thirty-four,  the  entire  ioss 
being  inflicted  in  the  ascent  of  the  ridge,  that 
lasted  but  forty-five  minutes.  Captain  Hegler, 
who  then  lacked  two  days  of  being  twenty-one 
years  old,  was  hit  three  times  in  the  fight,  had 
his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  was  stunned  by 
concussion,  but  lie  maintained  his  courage,  and 
for  his  gallant  conduct  received  special  mention. 
He  continued  in  command  of  his  regiment 
through  the  Knoxville  campaign  for  the  relief 
of  Burnside,  in  the  winter  of  1863  and  1864,  re- 
maining in  service  until  June,  1864. 

On  returning-  to  Indiana  from  the  army,  Cap- 
tain Hegler,  then  but  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
became  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Attica  Led- 
ger, Fountain  county,  Ind..  which  he  edited  for 
ten  years,  making  it  one  of  the  leading  Repub- 
lican journals  of  the  time.  He  became  very 
prominent  in  municipal,  county,  and  state  affairs, 
having  been  actively  engaged  in  every  political 
campaign  in  the  state,  either  as  writer  or  worker, 
from  the  time  of  taking  up  newspaper  work  until 
his  removal  to  Oklahoma.  For  eight  years  he 
was  postmaster  of  Attica,  Ind.,  which  he  also 
served  as  mayor,  and  was  city  attorney  four 
terms,  resigning  in  1891,  when  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa. Here  the  captain  began  the  practice  of 
law,  but  was  soon  appointed  clerk  of  the  United 
States  court,  second  district,  under  Hon.  John 
H.  Burford,  now  chief  justice,  and  served  the 
term  of  four  years.  Resuming  his  profession, 
he  continued  in  practice  until  1898,  when  lie 
received  his  appointment  as  clerk  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  Oklahoma,  a position  which  he  is 
now  filling. 

March  24,  1864,  Captain  Hegler  married  Ar- 
thena  A.  Milford,  of  Attica,  Ind.,  who  died  in 
Mav,  1879.  Two  sons  were  born  of  tiieir  union, 
namely:  Frank  Marshall,  who  was  accidentally 
killed  when  but  fourteen  years  old;  and  Edmund 
Milford,  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch.  In 
1880  the  captain  married  Barbara  J.  Campbell, 
of  Fountain  county,  Ind..  and  they  have  two. 
sons,  Benjamin  F.,  Jr.,  and  Leon  Burns,  the 
former  now  at  Kansas  University,  the  latter  in 
the  Guthrie  high  school.  Captain  Hegler  is 
prominent  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
having  been  commander  of  the  first  post  organ- 


ized in  Attica,  Ind.,  and  in  1898  was  inspector 
general  for  Oklahoma.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Territorial  Bar  Association. 

Edmund  M.  Hegler  was  a pupil  in  the  public 
schools  of  Attica  until  entering  Wabash  Col- 
lege, at  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  where  lie  remained 
three  years.  He  subsequently  spent  six  months 
in  Talladega,  Ala.,  engaged  in  newspaper  work 
as  reporter  on  the  News-Reporter,  then  returned 
to  Attica,  where  he  remained  as  one  of  the  staff 
of  the  Attica  Ledger,  of  which  his  father  was 
proprietor,  until,  in  1892,  he  joined  his  father  in 
El  Reno,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a resident, 
and  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  United 
States  court,  second  district,  under  Captain  Heg- 
ler, and  when  Judge  J.  C.  Tarsney  succeeded 
Judge  John  H.  Burford,  Air.  Hegler  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  clerk  of  the  same  court.  This 
position  he  retained  until  after  the  resignation 
of  J.  H.  Warren,  clerk,  September  11,  1898, 
when  lie  was  appointed  clerk,  an  office  that  he 
has  since  ably  filled,  devoting  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  its  duties,  which  are  many  and  va- 
ried, this  district  being  the  largest  in  area  of  any 
in  the  territory.  Mr.  Hegler  has  been  active  in 
city  affairs,  having  at  two  successive  times  been 
elected  city  clerk  of  El  Reno,  the  first  time  serv- 
ing the  full  term  of  two  years,  but  being  obliged 
to  resign  at  the  expiration  of  a year  and  a half 
during  his  last  term,  on  account  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  clerk  of  the  district  court.  He  is  now 
clerk  of  the  second  district,  having  been  reap- 
pointed to  that  office  by  Judge  C.  F.  Irwin,  the 
successor  to  Judge  J.  C.  Tarsney. 

On  February  7,  1893,  'n  Turon,  Ivans.,  Mr. 
Hegler  married  A I iss  Lillie  Seltzer,  who  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Ind.  Politically,  Mr.  Hegler 
is  a warm  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  fraternally  he  is  a Knight  of 
Pythias  and  a Knight  of  Honor. 


REUBEN  GANT.  Since  locating  on  Iris 
claim  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
25,  Cooper  township,  Kingfisher  county, 
Mr.  Gant  has  shown  a great  deal  of  commendable 
energy  and  has  made  the  best  of  the  opportuni- 
ties in  the  territory.  He  came  here  April  18. 
1892,  at  the  opening  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arap- 
ahoe reservation,  accompanied  by  his  son,  E.  B. 
Gant,  and  father  and  son  were  successful  in  filing 
on  adjoining  claims.  The  familv  joined  him  the 
following  week,  and  for  three  years  they  lived  in 
a dugout.  Excellent  improvements  have  since 
been  made  on  the  place,  and  one  hundred  acres 
are  under  cultivation.  To  comply  with  the  de- 
mands for  more  room  Mr.  Gant  lias  been  obliged 
to  rent  other  land,  much  of  which  is  given  over 
to  the  cultivation  of  wheat.  In  181)5  he  built  a 
commodious  house,  which  is  considered  one  of 
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host  in  the  county.  It  is  fitted  with  all  mod- 
,rn  appliances  and  furnished  throughout  in  a 
..mfortahle  and  substantial  way. 

Mr.  Gant  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ind., 
j.,Iv  10,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Giles  and  Nancy 
" >init h > Gant,  the  former  a native  of  South 
t arolina.  who  came  into  Indiana  with  his  father, 
p.ritton  Gant,  about  1808.  Britton  Gant  bought 
government  land  at  81.25  an  acre,  and  became 
jin*  possessor  of  several  hundred  acres,  which 
lie  farmed  and  upon  which  he  reared  a large 
lamilv.  This  enterprising  and  industrious  man 
died  in  1835.  Giles  Gant  grew  to  manhood  in 
1 ranklin  county,  and  in  fact  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  there.  He  owned  a large  farm,  and, 
though  a self-educated  man,  rose  to  prominence 
along  lines  usually  associated  with  greater  edu- 
cational advantages.  He  was  an  observant  man 
and  a keen  student  of  human  nature,  qualities 
which  came  into  ready  play  when  in  later  years 
he  became  associate  judge  of  Franklin  county. 
Me  was  further  honored  by  being  elected  state 
venator  from  his  county,  a position  which  he  held 
for  one  term.  He  studied  law  by  himself,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  justice  court  and 
successfully  practiced  for  a number  of  years.  He 
was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  contemporaries 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Nancy  Gant  was 
the  mother  of  seventeen  children,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two. 

Reuben  Gant  was  married  in  1861  in  Indiana 
to  Glarisa  Ann  Bake,  who  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children:  Martha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fred 
Woodruff:  Oliver  P.,  who  is  living  in  Chapman, 
kans.:  Cavellow  W„  of  Kansas:  Florinda  C., 
Mrs.  James  E.  C'rosson:  Edgar  B.,  who  has  a 
Maim  near  his  father:  Elmine  E.,  Mrs.  B.  J. 
1 lalsey;  Gertrude  O.,  wife  of  George  M.  Shaner; 
and  Arthur  L.  In  politics  Mr.  Gant  is  independ- 
ent. 1 le  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board 
tor  two  years.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with 
the  Masonic  order,  having  joined  that  organiza- 
tion in  Indiana,  and  is  a member  of  the  Westport 
1 .<  >dge  No.  52. 


I ELI  AM  T.  HA\  ARD.  Among  the  pio- 
neers of  Oklahoma  William  T.  Flavard 
takes  a prominent  place.  For  more  than 
■ quarter  of  a century  he  has  dwelt  on  the  fron- 
'•>  r.  As  might  be  expected,  his  experiences  in 
' '*'■  early  days  of  his  residence  in  the  west  w ere 
'•-fied  and  filled  with  danger.  Possessing  the 
qualities  which  insure  success,  he  made  the  best 
"f  his  opportunities  for  advancement  and  had 
,i:e  wisdom  to  remain  on  friendlv  terms  with 
"'•on  ol  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  who 
"’herwise  might  have  been  extremclv  trouble- 
"n,u.  ( >u  the  whole,  he  has  been  verv  popular 


with  all  classes  of  men,  as  his  friendliness  and 
good  heart  have  been  manifested  on  innumerable 
occasions. 

Our  subject’s  father,  William  T.  Flavard,  Sr., 
a native  of  England,  came  to  America  in  1837 
and  entered  Congress  land  in  Illinois.  He  im- 
proved a farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Homer,  Vermil- 
ion county.  111.,  and  was  extensively  interested 
in  the  raising  of  live  stock,  hie  departed  this 
life  when  about  sixty  years  of  age.  His  wife 
likewise  was  a native  of  Liverpool,  and  in  her 
youth  she  bore  the  name  of  Mary  A.  Humphrev. 
She  attained  the  venerable  age  of  eightv-five 
years  and  died  at  Eureka,  111.,  in  1893.  Of  her 
six  children  all  but  two  lived  to  maturity,  but  the 
only  survivor  is  the  subject  of  this  article. 

William  T.  Havard,  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  near  Homer,  111.,  Decem- 
ber 27,  1849.  He  completed  his  education  in  the 
high  school  at  Homer,  and  remained  on  the  old 
farm  until  1872,  becoming  quite  successful  as  an 
agriculturist  and  stock-raiser.  In  1874  he  went  to 
Colorado,  and  for  about  a year  remained  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pueblo,  engaged  in  the  cattle  business. 
He  then  went  to  Earned  and  for  two  years  con- 
ducted a ranch  situated  on  Pawnee  Creek.  From 
1876  until  1881  he  was  engaged  in  the  cattle 
business  on  a ranch  located  at  the  head  of  Tur- 
key Creek,  Pratt  county.  Then,  selling  the 
ranch,  he  moved  his  cattle  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Fort  Reno,  being  allowed  to  do  so  by  permit 
from  Henry  M.  Teller,  then  secretarv  of  the 
interior,  and  by  the  same  authority  he  occupied  a 
cattle  ranch  at  the  head  of  the  Cottonwood, 
southeast  of  the  Kingfisher  stage  ranch.  His 
property  was  situated  on  the  old  Chisholm  trail, 
and  he  continued  there  for  two  years,  until 
Cleveland's  proclamation  ordering  the  removal 
of  all  cattle  necessitated  his  leaving  the  territorv. 
The  sudden  move  was  disastrous  to  him,  as  he 
suffered  heavy  losses  in  live  stock  and  was  onlv 
able  to  save  a small  proportion  of  his  large  herd. 
Later  he  settled  in  the  Cherokee  strip,  on  the 
old  Johnson  ranch,  where  he  fed  a part  of  his 
herd  for  the  market  and  grazed  the  balance.  In 
18S8  he  disposed  of  the  last  of  his  live  stock, 
and  April  22  following  he  located  in  Reno 
City.  When  the  town  of  Hennessey  was  fairlv 
started,  in  August,  1889,  he  decided  to  become 
a citizen  of  the  place,  and  here  he  erected  what 
has  long  been  known  res  the  Red  Barn  liven 
stable.  I mil  1897  he  .conducted  a thriving  iiverv, 
feed  and  sale  stable,  but  in  the  meantime  had 
become  so  thoroughly  interested  in  the  grain 
business  that  he  at  length  sold  out  the  Iiverv. 
For  two  years  he  bought  grain  extensivelv  for 
the  firm  of  Richmond  N Swartzcl.  and  then  be- 
gan Inning  grain  on  his  own  account.  In  1S00 
lie  built  an  elevator  at  V aukomis.  Inn  ing  a 
capacity  of  fifteen  thousand  bushels,  and  also 
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constructed  one  at  ( Dkarchc  accommodating  ten 
thousand  bushels.  W hile  he  has  his  headquar- 
ters in  Hennessey,  he  maintains  branch  stations 
at  North  Enid,  Garber,  W'aukomis  and  Okarche. 
Gradually  he  has  built  up  a large  and  lucrative 
business  and  has  become  well  and  favorably 
known  among  the  grain  producers  of  this  local- 
ity. He  is  a charter  member  of  the  Grain  Deal- 
ers Association  of  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Ter- 
ritories. 

As  is  commonly  known,  \Y.  T.  Havard  was 
the  first  president  of  the  village  of  Hennessey 
and  did  effective  work  tor  its  improvement  as  a 
member  of  the  first  board  of  city  aldermen. 
While  a resident  of  Kansas  lie  served  for  two 
terms  as  one  of  the  commissioners-  of  Pratt 
county  and  part  of  the  time  acted  as  chairman 
of  that  honorable  body.  In  1890  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Steele  as  census  manager 
for  the  district  of  northern  Kingfisher  county. 
Politically  he  is  a true-blue  Republican  and  fra- 
ternally is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias. 


GEORGE  W.  HAWK.  The  Hawk  family  is 
of  Dutch  extraction,  and  the  first  members 
to  come  to  the  United  States  settled  in 
Pennsylvania.  George  W.  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio,  in  1849,  and  is  a son  of  Ben- 
jamin, who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  settled 
in  Ohio,  where  he  cleared  a small  farm  for  him- 
self and  varied  his  occupation  with  work  at  the 
shoemaker’s  trade.  After  the  war  he  moved  to 
Indiana,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 
The  mother  of  George  W.  was  formerly  Cather- 
ine Young.  Of  her  ten  children,  seven  are  liv- 
ing. Two  are  in  Oklahoma,  George,  and  Ed- 
ward, w ho  is  a farmer  in  Skeleton  township. 

Air.  Hawk  was  reared  in  Henry  county,  Ohio, 
and  engaged  in  farming  and  railroad  work  until 
1874,  when  he  removed  to  Pawnee  county, 
Kans.,  where  he  lived  for  three  years  on  a farm. 
In  1879  he  changed  his  field  of  effort  toNewavgo 
county,  Mich.,  and  bought  forty  acres  of  tim- 
ber laud,  which  he  cleared  and  upon  which  he 
engaged  in  general  farming  until  the  opening 
of  Oklahoma.  April  22.  1889,  he  made  the  run 
from  Big  Camp,  Buffalo  Springs,  and  May  27 
filed  the  claim  on  his  present  farm.  After  put- 
ting in  a few  acres  of  corn  and  building  a dugout, 
he  went  back  for  his  family  and  household 
goods,  returning  July  26. 

Mr.  Hawk  has  worked  incessantly  to  improve 
his  condition  in  the  territory,  and  has  thereby 
been  able  to  realize  many  of  his  expectations. 
( )n  his  original  claim  arc  eight  v improved  acres, 
the  balance  being  given  over  to  pasturage.  This 
claim  was  but  the  nucleus  of  his  possessions,  for 
in  1897  he  bought  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec- 


tion 13,  Sherman  township,  which  adjoins  the 
original  claim  on  the  west.  Of  the  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  about  one  hundred  are 
devoted  to  wheat,  and  some  corn  is  raised. 

In  Pawnee  county,  Kans.,  in  1878,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hawk  and  Maggie  Erv- 
berger.  To  this  couple  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren. namely:  Carrie,  the  wife  of  August  Wheel- 
ing; Jesse  LeRov,  Annie  Bell,  and  Mary.  Mr. 
Hawk  has  evinced  his  public-spiritedness  in  nu- 
merous ways,  especially  in  the  matter  of  educa- 
tion, in  which  he  is  much  interested.  He  helped 
to  build  the  first  schoolhouse  in  his  township 
and  is  otherwise  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to 
its  upbuilding. 


RANVILLE  HOLLENBECK.  The  an- 
cestry of  the  Hollenbeck  family  is  German, 
and  the  first  representatives  in  America 
tobk  up  their  residence  in  Pennsylvania  before 
the  Revolutionary  war.  They  were  industrious 
people,  and  impressed  their  attainments  upon  the 
communities  in  which  they  lived.  This  later  de- 
scendant, Granville  Hollenbeck,  v:as  born  in 
Chautauqua  county,  X.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of  Ash- 
ley Hollenbeck,  who  was  born  and  reared  there, 
and  who  came  west  to  Delaware  county.  Iowa, 
in  1859,  engaging  in  farm  pursuits.  In  19CO  he 
moved  to  Oklahoma  and  settled  on  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  21,  adjoining  the  claim 
of  his  son.  Here  he  conducts  a model  farm,  and 
is  living  a prosperous  life.  The  farm  in  Iowa 
which  was  the  object  of  his  care  for  so  many 
years  sold  for  $9,000. 

The  mother  of  Granville  Hollenbeck  was 
Elizabeth  (Clark)  Hollenbeck,  of  New  York,  anti 
she  became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living,  Granville  being  the  oldest. 
The  others  are:  Mrs.  Jennie  Earwell;  Delsie, 
who  is  married  to  Earl  Derby,  and  lives  in  Okla- 
homa: William,  in  Iowa;  Eddie,  who  is  with 
his  father,  and  Blanche,  wife  of  Joseph  Ryan. 
The  grandfather,  Daniel  Hollenbeck,  was  born 
and  reared  in  New  York  state,  and  settled  in 
Chautauqua  county  when  it  was  a dense  timber 
forest.  His  determination  recognized  no  obsta- 
cles, and  he  succeeded  in  clearing  several  hun- 
dred acres  and  in  developing  a fine  farm  on  the 
clearance.  He  died  while  still  in  middle  life, 
and  with  unimpaired  faculties. 

Granville  Hollenbeck  passed  about  the  same 
kind  of  life  that  is  known  to  most  country-reared 
boys.  His  opportunities  included  a fair  educa- 
tion at  the  district  schools.  In  1877  he  started 
out  for  himself,  and  in  Ottawa  county,  Kans., 
bought  school  land,  which  he  improved,  and 
upon  which  he  lived,  engaging  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  In  the  fall  of  tSu>  lie 
sought  to  better  his  condition  in  the  unimproved 
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. .tinlrv  in  Oklahoma,  and  therefore  bought  the 
j iru)  iii  Sherman  township,  Kingfisher  county, 
Uj„.n  which  he  has  since  lived,  and  which  at  the 
mne  of  purchase  had  but  nine  acres  broken. 
\»  a result  of  his  immediate  enterprise,  there 
V\  as  a good  crop  of  wheat  the  first  year,  and 
. in-rc  has  been  a corresponding  general  increase 
i\cr  since.  At  the  present  time  one  hundred 
..nd  ten  acres  are  under  cultivation,  and  the  bal- 
. nee  is  used  for  pasturing  a herd  of  fifty  cattle 
,,i  excellent  breed.  Interested  also  in  raising 
horses,  Mr.  Hollenbeck  makes  a specialty  of 
Mandard-bred  Hambletonians  and  other  equally 
m ;od  breeds.  The  farm  has  an  excellent  orchard 
with  about  a hundred  apple  trees  and  other  kinds 
,.f  fruit;  also  small  fruits  are  grown  in  abun- 
dance. The  houses  and  barns  are  of  good  con- 
struction, and  the  place  is  made  attractive  by 
numerous  shade  trees.  An  important  item,  also, 
i>  the  excellent  water  facilities.  Up  to  1899  the 
farm  had  yielded  thirteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred bushels  of  wheat,  Mr.  Hollenbeck's  assist- 
ants being  six  horses  and  a boy. 

Mrs.  Hollenbeck  was  formerly  Annie  Blanch- 
ard. and  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Hollenbeck  oc- 
curred in  1875.  There  are  no  children  of  this 
union.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
. 'dist  Episcopal  Church,  and  contribute  gener- 
. mslv  towards  its  support.  In  politics  Air.  Hol- 
lenbeck is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
lie  is  a broad-minded,  progressive  man,  and  a 
credit  to  the  community  in  which  his  lot  is  cast. 


GEORGE  E.  IXGLE.  During  the  many 
years  of  his  activity,  Mr.  Ingle  attained 
prominence  in  the  various  avenues  of  his 
endeavor,  and  at  all  times  won  the  esteem  of  all 
who  were  permitted  to  associate  with  him. 
whether  in  a business  or  friendly  capacity. 

1 lis  entrance  to  the  territory  in  1889  was  under 
rather  pleasant  circumstances,  for  there  is  much 
'a  kinship  when  we  are  embarking  upon  untried 
experiences,  and  he  was  accompanied  by  three 
brothers,  also  in  search  of  improved  conditions. 
I he  brothers . succeeded  in  locating-  adjoining 
claims,  and  the  work  of  improvement  was 
v<  inducted  jointly,  thereby  facilitating  matters 
u ic  ally.  After  staking  his  claim.  G.  F.  Ingle 
returned  to  Kansas,  from  which  place  he  came 
' 1 Kingfisher  county,  Okla.,  and  brought  hither 
>'  family  and  worldly  possessions,  and.  pending 
;he  erection  of  more  commodious  quarters,  lived 
;n  a tent.  Twenty  acres  of  his  land  in  Union 
■ Miship  were  planted  with  an  orchard,  which 
contained  one  thousand  apple  trees,  six  hundred 
' ' “ h.  and  other  fruits  in  proportion.  To  the 
’■dug  ii|  fruit  Mr.  Ingle  devoted  almost  his 
lire  time  and  attention,  and  from  his  efforts 
■ die  line  derived  the  most  satisfactorv  results. 


The  vineyard  contains  about  five  hundred  vines, 
and  everything  about  the  place  is  of  an  up-to- 
date  kind,  and  all  fenced  in. 

Mr.  Ingle  was  born  in  Edgar  county,  111.,  in 
1831,  and  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm.  As 
one  might  suppose,  the  educational  advantages 
of  the  time  and  place  were  indeed  limited,  and 
confined  to  a few  months’  study  during  the  win- 
ter at  the  district  schools.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  1851,  with  Sarah  Harrison,  who 
died  in  Kansas  in  1888.  In  1854  he  removed  to 
Jasper  county,  Iowa,  and  for  ten  years  was  en- 
gaged in  all  kinds  of  general  labor,  after  which 
lie  bought  a farm  and  devoted  his  energies  to 
general  farming,  and  was  also  interested  in  a 
circular  sawmill.  For  twenty-six  years  he  lived 
in  Jasper  county,  and  for  four  years  in  Calhoun 
county.  In  1884  the  scene  of  his  efforts  was 
shifted  to  Sumner  county,  Kans.,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Caldwell,  where  he  soon  after  bought  a farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  conducted 
large  farming  and  stock  interests,  until  his  de- 
parture for  Oklahoma  in  1889. 

In  1862  Air.  Ingle  enlisted  in  Company  G. 
Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  unan- 
imously chosen  second  lieutenant  bv  the  mem- 
bers of  the  company,  which  commission  he 
retained  for  nine  months,  but  resigned  owing  to 
illness  contracted  while  in  the  service.  He  served 
in  the  southwest  division  of  the  army,  depart- 
ment of  Missouri,  under  General  Curtis,  and 
was  stationed  at  Iron  Mountain,  Mo. 

The  Ingle  family  is  of  English  descent,  and 
the  paternal  grandfather,  Xathau  Ingle,  was  born 
and  died  in  Virginia.  During  the  Revolutionarv 
war  he  fought  with  courage  and  distinction.  His 
son,  Xealey  Ingle,  the  father  of  George  E..  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1831. 
where  he  was  among  the  very  early  settlers  of 
Edgar  county.  From  there,  in  1857,  he  removed 
to  southeast  Kansas,  and  in  1861  changed  from 
Geary  county  to  Iowa,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty.  He  was  a prosperous  and  industrious 
man.  and  prominent  in  political  and  other  affairs 
of  his  locality.  A Democrat,  he  was  vitallv  inter- 
ested in  the  cause  of  education,  and  contributed 
time  and  money  to  an  improvement  of  the  school 
system.  He  also  served  for  several  vears  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  As  a member  and  ardent 
worker  in  the  Universalist  Church,  he  exerted 
an  extended  influence  for  good,  and  was  alwavs 
ready  to  defend  its  creed  and  uphold  its  methods. 
His  wife,  Susan  L.  Hanson,  was  born  in  Kentuckv 
and  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  are  living.  William  T.  is  living  in  Cald- 
well county,  Kans.;  G E.  is  in  Kingfisher  countv, 
(>kla.;  James  is  living  on  the  home  place: 
I homas  is  in  southern  ( alifornia;  Barnett  is  a 
fruit  grower  in  Cnion  township:  Marcus  L.  i> 
also  a fruit  grower  in  Union  township,  and  has 
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an  orchard  of  thirty-five  acres;  Barbara  is  t he 
wife  of  Andrew  Cashatt  of  Caldwell,  Kans.;  Re- 
becca is  file  widow  of  Willis  Jones;  Susan  is 
married  to  Benjamin  Prentv,  and  lives  in  Iowa; 
and  Sarah  is  the  widow  of  Daniel  Camorv.  Mrs. 
Ingle  died  in  Iowa  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 

In  politics  G.  I'.  Ingle  was  a free-silver  Popu- 
list, and  held  a number  of  local  offices  within 
the  gift  of  the  township,  in  Oklahoma,  and  in  his 
former  town  in  Iowa.  In  the  territory  lie  was 
largely  instrumental  in  securing  better  school 
accommodations,  and  helped  to  organize  the  first 
school  board  in  the  township.  He  secured  the 
bonds  for  erecting  the  schools,  and  the  bonds 
sold  at  a premium  of  Sio.  Much  attention  was 
given  by  him  to  the  securing  of  the  best  possible 
teachers,  and  to  the  most  improved  methods  of 
teaching.  Fraternally,  he  was  associated  with 
the  Masonic  order  of  Caldwell,  Kans.,  and  was 
also  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  for  twenty  years,  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Ingle  died  Julv  i,  1900,  and  is  mourned  by 
a wide  circle  of  friends  and  the  community  at 
large.  He  was  generous  and  kindly  in  disposi- 
tion, and  ever  thoughtful  of  the  interests  of  those 
around  him.  In  his  loss  the  township  is  deprived 
of  an  able  and  conscientious  citizen,  and  many 
individuals  of  a disinterested  and  helpful  friend. 


AB.  LAMB.  Previous  to  coming  to  Union 
township,  Kingfisher  county,  in  1889.  Mr. 
Lamb  had  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
in  railroad  constructing  and  repairing  on  the 
Santa  Fe  and  [Missouri  Pacific  Railroads.  He 
was  .born  in  Kendall  county,  111.  His  father. 
Cornelius  Lamb,  also  a native  of  Illinois,  moved 
to  [Missouri,  where  he  conducted  farming  enter- 
prises, and  from  thence  to  Kansas,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  One  of 
the  first  to  recognize  the  large  opportunities  of 
the  unimproved  land,  he  joined  the  vast  throng 
of  other  aspirants,  and  succeeded  in  locating  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  7.  Union  town- 
ship, where  he  is  at  the  present  time  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  The 
grandfather,  Cornelius  Lamb.  Sr.,  was  a native 
of  North  Carolina. 

A.  B.  Lamb  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Missouri,  and  received  the  average  education 
(if  the  public  schools.  He  came  to  Oklahoma 
with  his  father  and  filed  a claim  on  the  same  sec- 
tion, May  25.  1889,  after  which  lie  returned  to 
Kansas  and  brought  his  familv  and  household 
possessions,  June  19.  1889.  His  claim  was  cov- 
ered with  timber,  and  perseverance  and  patience 
were  required  t<  > reduce  it  to  a condition  of  uti!ii\ 
and  resource  The  first  rear  he  erected  a log 
house  from  the  timber  on  his  land,  and  bought 


some  stock,  and  began  the  cultivation  of  tin- 
land  by  pulling  out  stumps.  Sixty  acres  are  now 
in  an  improved  state,  and  a good  orchard  has 
been  planted,  with  six  hundred  trees  of  different 
fruit-bearing  varieties.  There  is  also  a fine  vine- 
yard. Mr.  Lamb  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  cattle-raising,  and  keeps  on  an  average  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  head  of  cattle.  In  1895 
was  erected  a house,  16x24  Let  in  dimensions. 

In  1889  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Lamb 
and  Dorothea  G.  Munsel,  a native  of  Missouri, 
and  to  this  couple  have  been  born  the  following- 
named  children:  Clara  E.,  Paul  C.,  Alvin  B„ 

Ruth  Irene  and  Mary  A.  Mr.  Lamb  and  familv 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Christian 
Union.  Mr.  Lamb  came  to  Oklahoma  with  little 
save  his  own  ability  to  depend  upon,  and  he  is 
entitled  to. the  credit  given  him  by  his  neighbors 
and  friends  for  the  success  attending  his  efforts. 
He  is  public-spirited  and  enthusiastic  for  the  best 
good  of  the  community,  and  is  accounted  one  of 
its  reliable  and  substantial  citizens. 


FRANK  M.  GUINN.  The  Guinn  family  was 
first  represented  in  America  bv  the  great- 
grandfather of  Frank  M.  Guinn,  who  emi- 
grated from  Scotland  before  the  Revolutionarv 
war,  and  tendered  his  services  to  his  adopted 
country,  serving  in  a \ irginia  regiment.  His 
useful  career  was  terminated  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty  years.  His  son,  Thomas  Guinn,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  when  eighteen  vears  of  age 
moved  to  Tennessee,  and  from  there  to  [Mis- 
souri in  .1831.  He  was  a farmer  and  one  of  the 
very  early  settlers  of  Platte  county,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  and  ready  at  all  times  to  de- 
fend the  principles  of  his  party.  Next  in  suc- 
cession is  his  son,  the  father  of  Frank  M..  Jona- 
than Guinn,  who  was  born  in  Caldwell  county. 
Mo.,  in  1833, and  is  now  living  in  Lincoln  county, 
Okla..  seven  miles  northwest  of  Chandler,  where 
he  secured  a claim  in  1891.  Twentv  r ears  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  Cowley  countv,  Kans.,  where 
he  was  a successful  farmer  and  enterprising  citi- 
zen. During  the  war  he  served  in  the  Sixteenth 
Kansas  Cavalry,  and  participated  in  Price's  Raid 
and  the  battle  of  Carthage.  He  served  for  two 
years,  and  during  part  of  the  time  engaged  in 
the  frontier  maneuvers  in  Idaho,  [Montana,  Ne- 
vada and  W yoming  against  the  Chevenne  and 
Arapahoe  Indians.  In  his  earlier  years  he  mar- 
ried Nancy  Masner,  and  to  this  couple  were  born 
nine  children:  James  II.,  who  is  living  in  Arkan- 
sas City:  Mrs.  Penelope  A.  Renold;  Frank  M.: 
Mary  F...  who  is  married  to  James  Moover; 
David  V.  ( harles  I-..,  George,  |ohn  and  \llie. 

At  the  age  ol  fifteen,  in  1874,  1-Tank  M.  Guinn 
moved  from  Clinton  countv,  Mo.,  and  settled  in 
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, . i\\  Icy  county,  Kans.  Later  he  farmed  and 
r.tKed  stock  in  Stafford  county,  the  same  state, 
. r t<  >ur  vears.  In  1889  he  made  the  run  from 
i:,kr  t amp,  Buffalo  Springs,  and  secured  his 
, ’.mu  in  I’nion  township.  Kingfisher  county, 
',..ui  one  o’clock  of  April  22.  With  the  cxcep- 
■ . ; 1 of  fifteen  acres  the  claim  was  densely  cov- 
, r<  d with  timber,  which  he  at  once  began  to  re- 
move. and  planted  sixty  acres  with  corn  and 
wheat.  The  land  is  all  fenced  in  and  is  hog  tight. 
| lie  orchard  contains  about  seven  hundred 
trees,  which  bear  well,  the  fruit  being  of  good 
ijtialitw  In  all  twenty-five  acres  are  given  over 
to  the  orchard.  Mr.  Guinn  is  largely  interested 
in  cattle  raising,  and  has  a large-sized  herd  of 
Ihirliams  and  Herefords:  he  also  raises  hogs, 
making  a specialty  of  Poland-Chinas,  among 
which  arc  some  registered  stock. 

In  1885  occurred  the  marriage  of  Air.  Guinn 
: ml  Flora  May  Knox,  and  of  this  union  there 
are  five  children:  Ethel,  Edna,  Glenn.  Lassie 
and  James  Howard.  In  politics  Mr.  Guinn  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  never  had  political  aspira- 
tions. Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Hennessey, 
: ml  is  Royal  Sachem  of  Comanche  Tribe  Xo.  8, 
1.  < ).  R.  M.,  at  Hennessey. 


WM.  BLRH  AX’S, the  efficient  manager  and 
B secretary  of  the  Oklahoma  Cement  & 
Plaster  Company,  at  Okarche,  is  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  this  part  of  Oklahoma  and 
holds  an  enviable  position  in  its  business  circles, 
lie  came  here  from  Kingston.  X’.  A*.,  where  he 
"•as  born  in  1854,  and  where  his  ancestors  have 
wed  tor  two  hundred  and  forty  years.  In  1660 
Jac  'b  Burhans  brought  his  family  from  Holland 
-nd  .-ettled  in  Kingston  on  land  received  directly 
worn  the  English  government.  He  was  almost 
e first  settler  in  the  place. 'and  was  a promi- 
■ ■ :u  man  in  that  early  day.  He  was  a magis- 
a'e  and  a man  of  worth.  There  his  descend- 
lived  and  flourished,  and.  though  his  name 
been  carried  to  far-off  sections  of  this  coun- 
• . it  still  has  local  representation.  In  Kingston 
0'*-  grandfather  of  W.  M.  Burhans,  P.  1.  Bur- 
M s.  wa.s  born  in  1773,  also  his  father,  Charles 
■ : i >;■  11  s. 

dr.  Burhans  is  able  to  trace  back  his  maternal 
«nc,-„try  in  an  illustrious  line.  His  mother,  be- 
K >-jl-  iH,r  marriage,  was  Emeline  L.  Lewis,  and 
born  in  Kingston.  Her  father  was  John 
t~e-'K.  a cousin  of  Francis  Lewis,  whose  name 
cars  on  the  Declaration.of  Independence.  He 
a man  of  bold  and  adventurous  spirit,  and 
’.'inter  after  signing  the  declaration  he  drove 
B"ug  Island  Sound  on  the  ice.  Her 
w er  has  long  been  promfnentlv  identified  with 
business  and  social  circles  of  Kingston  .and 
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is  still  living  in  the  old  homestead  on  the  ances- 
tral land  grant.  He  was  a contractor  and  builder 
for  many  years  and  figured  as  a leading  character 
in  all  important  local  affairs.  The  family  has 
long  been  associated  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  her  grandfather  was  a member  of  the  old 
Bowery  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Xew 
York  City,  while  her  father  belongs  to  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church.  Mrs.  Burhans  is  the 
mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  her  son  at 
Okarche  is  the  oldest.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of 
Howard  Burhans,  and  Lewis  and  Frederick  C. 
live  at  Kingston. 

W.  M.  Burhans  spent  his  boyhood  days  at 
Kingston  and  grew  up  under  the  parental  eye. 
He  attended  local  institutions  of  learning,  and 
graduated  as  a civil  engineer  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Xew  York  in  1875.  During  the  same 
year  he  began  his  business  life  as  superintendent 
of  the  Glasco  Ice  Company,  at  Glasco,  X*.  Y., 
where  he  was  employed  as  general  manager  for 
all  lines  of  their  business  for  seven  years.  In 
1882  he  went  to  X”ew  York  and  established  him- 
self in  the  same  line.  He  made  it  a success,  but 
sold  out  to  Scott  & Company  after  two  years, 
and  was  their  city  agent  for  two  years  longer. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  lie  was  engaged  by  the 
Long  Island  Ice  Company  and  served  as  their 
superintendent  on  the  Hudson  river  for  seven 
years,  with  full  charge  of  all  their  business  oper- 
ations. In  1803  he  again  set  up  for  himself  as  a 
wholesale  dealer  in  ice  in  Xew  York  City  and 
Brooklyn,  and  was  engaged  in  this  line  until 
1896.  During  that  year  he  closed  out  his  inter- 
ests in  the  east  and  came  to  Okarche,  hoping  that 
the  change  would  benefit  his  daughter’s  health. 
He  took  an  interest  in  the  Oklahoma  Cement  & 
Plaster  Company,  a very  extensive  corporation, 
which  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  X'ew 
York.  He  is  the  resident  manager  and  secre- 
tary of  the  company,  and  the  business  has  greatly 
increased  under  his  management.  The  company 
put  on  the  market  in  1899  seven  thousand  tons 
of  plaster,  known  as  the  O.  K.  hard  plaster.  Mr. 
Burhans  owns  a fine  farm  west  of  the  city,  which 
he  operates  on  lines  of  general  farming.  lie  is  a 
Republican,  but  has  never  sought  office. 

X 1 r.  Burhans  has  always  taken  a livelv  interest 
in  all  educational  matters  and  does  all  he  can  to 
promote  the  schools  and  churches  of  Oklahoma. 
To  all  enterprises  of  this  character  he  makes 
liberal  contributions  of  plaster.  Tn  1894  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Marv  E.  \\  ells,  of  Kingston.  X.  Y..  a 
daughter  of  James  Wells,  a prominent  business 
man  and  leader  of  church  circles  in  that  com- 
munity. She  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  of 
whom  the  oldest,  Emeline.  is  the  wife  of  Emil 
Loosen.  1 he  other  children,  Marv  Y„  Clotilda 
and  1 lelcn,  are  at  home.  Mr.  Burhans  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  holding  his  member- 
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s 1 1 i i » at  Kingston,  in  Lodge  Xo.  io,  A.  E.  & A.  M. 
lie  is  much  respected  in  the  order  and  has  held 
all  the  chairs  in  succession.  In  religion  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church  since  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age. 


BLAXDAKER.  The  Landaker  family  is  of 
German  descent,  the  first  member  to  emi- 
grate to  America  being  Joseph  Landaker, 
who  crossed  the  seas  to  America  before  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  and  served  his  adopted  country 
from  1776  until  1783  as  a private  in  a Pennsylva- 
nia regiment.  After  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
he  settled  in  Hardy  county,  Ya.,  where  he  bought 
one  thousand  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  his  son 
Dan  purchasing  the  same  amount.  He  was  a 
farmer  all  his  life,  and  the  old  homestead  in  Vir- 
ginia is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  being 
owned  by  Daniel  C.  Landaker.  The  grandfather 
was  the  father  of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  son. 
Jesse  Landaker,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  died  amid  the  scenes  of 
his  success,  in  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  was  one  of  the  largest  land- 
owners  in  Virginia,  and  owned  six  thousand 
acres  of  land.  During  'the  war  he  was  a strong 
Union  man,  and  fought  courageously  for  the 
cause.  His  wife,  Eliza  (Huffman)  Landaker, 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  was  the  mother 
of  five  children.  A daughter,  Elizabeth,  is  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Cline,  and  a son,  William,  is  on 
the  old  place.  Mrs.  Landaker  died  in  1887,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Born  in  Hardy  county,  Ya.,  in  1S44.  Air. 
Landaker  spent  his  childhood  on  his  father's 
farm.  His  opportunities  for  acquiring-  an  educa- 
tion were  rather  limited,  but  were  supplemented 
later  by  research  along  ntanv  lines,  and  by  con- 
stant and  intelligent  observation.  In  1862  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Ohio,  and  there  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  until  1870,  when  he 
removed  to  Washington  countv.  Kans.  At  the 
time  there  were  but  a few  scattered  settlers  in 
the  county,  and  he  took  up  government  land,  laid 
a warrant  on  it,  and  lived  thereon  for  twenty-one 
years.  In  connection  with  his  agricultural  in- 
terests he  operated  a threshing  machine,  and 
was  unusually  successful  with  the  various  means 
of  earning  a livelihood. 

February  1,  1892,  Mr.  Landaker  bought  the 
half  section  of  land  in  Union  township,  King- 
fisher county.  Okla.,  upon  which  he  has  since  re- 
sided. and  which  has  been  the  scene  of  his  most 
earnest  and  successful  efforts.  The  improvements 
were  rapidly  made,  and  in  keeping  with  the  large 
and  experienced  ideas  of  the  owner.  In  the  fall 
of  1802,  fifty  acres  were  sown  in  wheat,  which 
yielded  an  average  of  twenty-three  acres  to  the 


bushel.  In  addition,  Mr.  Landaker  raises  corn, 
oats  and  barley,  and  makes  a specialty  of  general 
farming,  the  raising  of  show  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  An  excellent  orchard  contains 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  apple  trees,  five  hundred 
of  which  are  bearing,  and  three  hundred  peach 
trees,  besides  quantities  of  smaller  fruits.  In 
1899  the  crop  of  apples  exceeded  one  hundred 
bushels,  and  there  was  a corresponding  crop  of 
peaches.  Some  of  the  apricots  measure  two  and 
a half  inches  in  diameter,  and  are  grown  for  fine 
market  trade,  as  are  the  grapes,  of  which  there 
are  one  thousand  vines.  The  claim  contains  fine 
water  and  excellent  facilities  for  irrigating. 

In  1865  Air.  Landaker  married  Alary  Jane 
Twigg,  a native  of  Ohio,  and  who  died  in  Ohio  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  She  was  the  mother 
of  three  sons:  Clark,  who  is  a farmer  in  the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  country;  Seymour, .who 
owns  a farm  in  Garfield  county,  Okla.,  but  is  at 
present  serving  in  the  Thirty-second  United 
States  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the  Philippine  Is- 
lands: and  Ira,  who  is  at  home.  The  present 
Airs.  Landaker  was  formerly  Emily  Johnson,  of 
Ohio,  and  she  has  three  children:  Lulu,  de- 
ceased; Bruce  and  Ralph,  who  are  at  home. 

Air.  Landaker  is  one  of  those  broad-minded 
men  who  recognize  the  assistance  rendered  by 
his  wife  and  children,  and  who  credit  them  with 
being  instrumental  in  his  success.  In  politics  he 
is  attached  to  the  Republican  party,  and  has  been 
conspicuous  in  many  of  its  undertakings.  For 
two  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  dur- 
ing which  time  forty  or  fifty  cases  came  under 
his  jurisdiction,  not  one  of  which  was  reversed 
by  the  higher  courts.  He  was  a member  of  the 
original  township  board,  and  assisted  in  organ- 
izing the  school  board  of  the  district,  and  was 
clerk  of  the  same  for  three  years.  Fraternally, 
he  is  associated  with  the  Odd  Fellows  at  Hen- 
nessey. and  has  passed  all  of  the  chairs,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men and  Alodern  Woodmen  of  America.  The 
family  are  active  workers  in  the  Alethodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  which  Air.  Landaker  is  a stew- 
ard. He  is  regarded  as  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  man,  who  has  the  interest  of  the 
public  very  much  at  heart. 


FRANK  a.  JOHNSON, a well-known  farmer 
of  Logan  county,  is  located  on  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  30,  township  15. 
range  3 west,  which  be  owns.  Air.  Johnson  was 
born  in  Sweden.  November  8,  1853,  and  is  a son 
of  Swan  and  Alary  A.  Johnson.  When  he  was 
three  or  four  years  of  age,  his  father  brought 
his  family  to  this  country,  locating  in  Shawnee 
county.  Kans.,  where  they  lived  a couple  of 
wars,  i !e  later  homesteaded  in  Wuubaunscc 
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county,  Kans.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days. 

Frank  Adolphus  Johnson  grew  to  manhood 
on  the  farm  in  Kansas  and  received  a fait  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  As  a boy  he  was 
fond  of  tinkering  about  and  was  ambitious  to 
become  a blacksmith.  He  lived  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty-eight  years  old.  but  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  had  purchased  one  hundred  and 
dxtv  acres  near  his  father's  place,  which  he 
greatly  improved.  He  followed  his  trade  as  a 
blacksmith,  in  addition  to  farming,  and  continued 
in  Kansas  until  the  spring  of  1889.  when  he  re- 
moved to  Oklahoma.  Landing  at  Orlando,  he 
proceeded  to  Guthrie,  and  soon  after  purchased 
liis  present  farm.  He  removed  his  furniture  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  for  some  time  lived 
in  a tent,  but  the  following  spring  erected  a 
house,  16x24  feet  in  dimensions.  He  had  built 
a shop  and  begun  to  work  at  his  trade,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Upon  his  farm 
he  has  made  many  improvements,  and  has  excel- 
lent farm  buildings,  including  a roomy  barn  and 
corn  crib.  He  also  has  an  orchard  of  gooci  size, 
which  is  bearing  exceedingly  well.  The  soil 
is  in  good  condition  and  everything  about  the 
place  has  an  air  of  prosperity  which  denotes  care- 
ful management. 

December  21,  1881,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Alma,  Ivans.,  with  Mary  A.  Peter- 
son, who  was  born  near  Hartford.  Conn.,  and 
is  a daughter  of  John  and  Christina  Peterson, 
who  removed  to  Waubaunsee  county,  Ivans., 
when  she  was  a child.  They  are  the  parents  of 
the  following-named  children : William.  Eddy. 
Clara,  Carl,  John  and  Minnie,  who  were  born  in 
Kansas:  George,  Ernest.  Wilbur  and  Lily,  born 
in  Oklahoma.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Garfield  in 
tS8o.  He  is  not  an  office-seeker,  but  in  1S94 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  his  term 
of  two  years  onlv  one  of  his  ca^es  was  appealed 
and  in  this  his  decision  was  affirmed.  He  has 
been  a delegate  to  various  convention  - and  takes 
an  earnest  interest  in  his  party. 


WE.  KF.IFER.  One  of  the  foremost  citi- 
# zens  of  Mulhall  is  W.  E.  Keifer.  who 
has  been  intimately  connected  with  its 
upbuilding'  during  the  past  decade.  He  is  public- 
spirited  and  casts  his  influence  on  the  side  of 
progress,  upholding  schools  and  churches  and 
all  institutions  which  tend  to  elevate  a commu- 
nity. 

He  is  a native  of  Holmes  county.  Ohio,  his 
birth  having  occurred  September  20.  1850.  His 
father,  Samuel  Keifer,  was  born  on  a farm  about 
sewn  miles  east  of  Pittsburg,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood there.  'The  mother,  whose  maiden  name 


was  Lucinda  Dallas,  was  born  in  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  and  there  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mr.  Keifer.  In  1859  they  went  to  Johnson 
county,  Kans.,  and  the  following  year  made  a 
permanent  settlement  in  Douglas  countv,  same 
state.  The  father  purchased  a farm  and  devoted 
himself  to  its  cultivation  until  he  was  called  to 
the  better  land.  His  widow  is  living  in  Chanute, 
Ivans.,  and  has  passed  the  eighty-second  anni- 
versary of  her  birth. 

In  his  youth  our  subject  obtained  a fair  educa- 
tion. mainly  by  his  own  ambitious  efforts,  and 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  old  he  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm. 
When  he  reached  his  majority  he  went  to  Pu- 
eblo, Colo.,  driving  a team  overland,  and  then 
for  some  time  he  worked  in  the  brickyard  of  that 
town.  He  crossed  the  plains  seven  or  eight 
times,  engaged  in  the  freighting  traffic,  and 
then,  becoming  infected  with  the  mining  and 
prospecting  fever,  he  turned  his  attention  to  that 
enterprise.  For  nearly  nine  years,  beginning 
in  1874,  he  was  employed  in  the  Colorado  mines, 
mostly  in  the  vicinity  of  Georgetown!,  and  suc- 
cess did  not  bless  his  labors  as  he  had  hoped. 
He  had  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  Kan- 
sas, and  left  a sure  wage  of  four  dollars  a dav 
for  the  very  fickle  fortune  of  the  miner,  and  at 
last  he  w isely  determined  to  return  to  the  ranks 
of  tradesmen. 

On  the  qth  of  January,  1883,  Mr.  Keifer  and 
Emma  Mitchell  were  married  in  Baldwin.  Ivans., 
and  their  daughter,  Ethel,  was  born  in  Longton, 
Elk  county.  Kans.  She  is  a promising  young 
lady.  as.  when  only  thirteen  years  of  age.  she  was 
graduated  in  the  common  school,  ranking  second 
in  her  class.  Walter,  the  eldest  son,  was  born 
in  Baldwin.  Ivans.,  and  the  vounger  sons,  Wil- 
bur. Earl  and  Arthur,  are  natives  of  Mulhall. 

Soon  after  their  marriage.  Mr.  Keifer  and  wife 
went  to  Colorado,  but  it  was  not  long  ere  thev 
returned  to  Kansas,  and  he  then  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  a brother  at  Baldwin  for  a period.  In 
18S6  he  went  to  Longton,  Ivans.,  and  opened  a 
blacksmith's  shop.  At  the  end  of  two  vears  he 
returned  to  Baldwin,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
budness  for  a couple  of  years,  and  in  1800  he 
came  to  Cddahoma.  Taking  up  his  abode  in 
Mulhall.  and  establishing  a shop,  he  thus  is  one 
of  the  pioneer  business  men  of  this  place.  Seven 
years  ago  he  erected  a substantial  building  for 
a shop,  and  this  was  the  fourth  business  building 
put  up  in  the  town.  It  is  28x45  Dot  in  dimen- 
sions, and  is  equipped  with  all  of  the  modern 
appliances  needed  by  a progressive  workman. 

In  1880  Mr.  Keifer  cast  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  Garfield,  traveling  thirtv  miles  to  do 
so.  hour  years  later  lie  voted  the  Prohibition 
ticket,  and  since  1 hat  time  has  considered  the 
temperance  question  the  one  of  prime  impor- 
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la nco  in  national  affairs.  Like  all  patriots,  lie  is 
deeply  concerned  in  the  maintenance  of  good 
schools,  and  as  a member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion did  all  within  his  power  to  place  excellent 
advantages  in  the  reach  of  the  children.  The 
county  records  give  the  schools  of  Mulhall  a 
place  second  to  none,  and  the  standard  is  steadily 
being  advanced.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keifer  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  earnest 
workers  in  its  different  departments.  Mr.  Keifer 
is  an  elder  and  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school. 


FM.  LONG.  The  Long  family  is  of  Irish 
B descent,  and  *thc  first  members  to  come  to 
America  left  their  native  land  some  time 
during  the  last  century,  and  located  in  the  Caro- 
linas.  Here  the  grandfather,  William  Long,  was 
born,  and  when  old  enough  to  earn  his  own  liv- 
ing moved,  in  1807,  to  Kentucky,  where  he  died 
after  a long  and  active  life.  His  son,  the  father 
of  F.  M.,  was  also  born  in  the  Carolinas,  in  i8co, 
was  reared  in  Kentucky,  and  moved  to  Missouri 
some  time  between  1830  and  1835.  For  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  he  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing, and  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  His  wife,  formerly  Charity  Pool,  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  and  died  in  Missouri  at  the 
age  of  ninety.  She  was  the  mother  of  twelve 
children,  the  majority  of  whom  are  living  in  Mis- 
souri, with  the  exception  of  F.  M.,  who  is  in 
Oklahoma,  and  Thomas  H.,  who  is  living  in- 
Idaho.  Of  the  two  sons  who  were  in  the  Civil 
war,  William  H.  served  in  the  Confederate  army 
and  surrendered  with  Price's  army,  and  Isaac 
J.  served  in  the  Union  army,  in  a regiment  from 
Missouri,  later  enlisting  in  a regiment  from  Kan- 
sas. A strange  coincidence  was  the  fact  that 
the  two  brothers  were  arraigned  against  each 
other  at  the  battle  of  Big  Blue,  a fact  unknown 
to  either  at  the  time.  During  the  raid  William 
IT.  had  two  horses  shot  under  him. 

Born  in  1846,  F.  M.  Long  received  his  early 
training  on  his  father's  farm  in  Cedar  county, 
and  studied  diligently  at  the  public  schools  when 
opportunity  offered,  although,  on  account  of  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  country  incident  to 
the  war.  few  of  the  youth  of  that  time  had  other 
than  limited  educational  advantages.  As  a boy 
of  fifteen  at  the  time  of  the  most  stirring  events, 
he  was  old  enough  to  observe  and  remember, 
and  one  of  the  occurrences  most  impressed  upon 
his  mind  was  when  his  father's  house  was  burned 
by  the  Confederate  guerrillas  and  their  stock 
taken  away.  After  the  war,  Mr.  Long  engaged 
in  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  and  continued 
the  same  until  the  spring  of  1878.  At  this  time 
he  took  his  wife  and  family  to  southwest  New 
Mexico,  and  also  drove  a herd  of  cattle,  as  a 


nucleus  for  a possible  extended  sojourn  in  that 
country.  Owing  to  the  troublesome  nature  of 
the  Apache  Indians,  w ho  subjected  the  family  to 
incessant  danger,  they  were  forced  to  return  to 
Missouri  the  following  year.  In  1883  began  an 
eventful  experience  for  the  Long  contingent, 
when  they  undertook  to  go  over  the  plains  to 
Idaho,  traveling  with  wagons  and  mule  teams  in 
a small  train,  locating  in  the  vicinity  of  Wood 
River,  in  Idaho.  Arriving  at  his  destination,  Mr. 
Long  engaged  in  freighting  from  Holly,  on  the 
Wood  River, to  the  mining  camps  of  Idaho.  This 
occupation  continued  until  June  9,  1889.  when 
he  came  overland  to  Oklahoma,  a distance  of 
one  thousand  six  hundred  miles,  and  landed  in 
Kingfisher  August  13,  1889.  For  a time  the 
family  camped  in  a tent,  preparatory  to  the  erec- 
tion of  a log  house.  Mr.  Long  filed  the  claim 
to  his  farm  August  30,  and  at  once  began  the 
development  of  the  land  and  its  preparation  for 
the  seed,  sowing  wheat  and  planting  corn  and 
setting  out  five  hundred  trees  as  the  beginning 
of  an  orchard.  The  buildings  were  of  the  best 
possible  construction,  and  at  the  present  time 
the  excellent  management  and  untiring  efforts  of 
the  owner  during  the  years  of  his  occupancy 
are  evident  in  many  substantial  and  satisfactory 
ways. 

October  1,  1865,  Mr.  Long  married  Millie 
Ann  Baker,  a daughter  of  Silas  Baker,  a farmer 
who  came  to  Missouri  in  1855,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully conducted  a large  farm  for  many  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  Christina,  wdio  is  the 

wife  of  Ira  S.  George,  of  Lost  River  county, 
Idaho;  Cynthia  Ann,  who  is  now  [Mrs.  J.  L. 
Davey;  Richard;  William  S.:  John  T„  wdio  is 
farmingand  teaching  school  in  the  locality  of  Tur- 
key Creek;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Carl  Coppenberger ; 
and  Samuel,  wdio  is  living  at  home.  In  politics 
Air.  Long  is  a "middle-of-the-road  Populist." 
and  a member  of  the  national  committee.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  township  school 
system,  and  a member  of  the  board.  His  son, 
William  S.  Long,  has  served  one  term  as  trus- 
tee, and  two  years  as  deputy  township  assessor. 
Mr.  Long  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  his  rise 
since  coming  to  Oklahoma,  and  he  has  demon- 
strated his  ability  to  take  advantage  of  the  pre- 
vailing opportunites  and  turn  them  to  the  best 
possible  account. 


J(  MIN  \\  . ](  MINSON  has  plaved  a conspic- 
uous part  in  tile  development  and  progress 
of  Oklahoma.  Three  vears  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  strip  he  began  to  boom  its  possi- 
bilities, and  wa.s  instrumental  in  securing  a great 
ileal  of  the  interest  that  was  manifest  on  the  22nd 
ol  April,  1889.  lit.'  himsell  was  disappointed  in 
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not  being  able  to  secure  a claim  at  that  time,  but 
lie  bided  his  time  and  was  fortunate  afterward 
in  being  able  to  buy  out  a man  who  iiad  a very 
desirable  piece  of  land. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  La  Grange,  Loraine 
county,  Ohio.  May  17.  1856.  Elis  father,  John 
Johnson,  and  his  mother,  Esther  (Perce)  John- 
son, were  natives  of  New  York.  He  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Ohio,  and  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  where  he  proved  to  be  an  indus- 
trious student.  His  attendance  at  school  was 
fraught  with  considerable  tribulation,  as  the 
schoolhouse  was  two  miles  distant,  and  the 
roads  during  part  of  the  year  were  almost  im- 
passable. In  1863  the  family  moved  to  La  Salle 
county,  111.,  and  continued  their  agricultural  pur- 
suits with  considerable  success  until  1872.  The 
father  and  five  sons  then  went  to  Kansas  and 
took  up  government  land  in  the  Cherokee  strip. 

When  twenty-one  years  old,  John  Wesley 
Johnson  entered  the  employ  of  a Mr.  Tuttle,  for 
whom  he  drove  cattle  from  Texas,  and  afterward 
entered  the  cattle-raising  business  for  himself. 
His  next  venture  was  in  Montana,  where  he 
took  a contract  from  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  to  furnish  ties  for  its  line,  in 
which  he  engaged  for  a year  and  a half.  Upon 
his  return  to  Sumner  county,  Ivans.,  he  again 
engaged  in  agriculture  until  1889.  when  he  made 
the  famous  run  to  Oklahoma.  There  was  con- 
siderable contention  regarding  the  claim  that  he 
subsequently  purchased,  after  five  or  six  years. 
It  is  located  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
11,  township  16.  range  1 west,  Logan  county, 
and  there  are  about  eighty  acres  of  highly  im- 
proved land,  with  a good  house  and  a fine  or- 
chard, having  a great  variety  of  fruits. 

In  1885  Mr.  Johnson  married  Susie  S.  Ed- 
wards. a daughter  of  Abraham  C.  and  Martha 
(Williams)  Edwards.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born 
in  Greene.  Bond  county.  111.,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools.  Of  this  union  there  are 
five  children — four  boys  and  one  girl:  Edith  E., 
Tcnnic  W.,  Harold.  Otis  and  Melvin. 

Politically.  Mr.  Johnson  belongs  to  the  Popu- 
list party.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  is  now  a director  of  school 
district  No.  72.  Logan  county.  He  has  also 
served  as  constable  in  his  township. 


MA.  KELSO.  M.  D.,  of  Enid,  was  born 
Tune  6,'  1857,  in  [Millport,  Pickaway 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  L.  B.  and 
Melissa  (Ashbrook)  Kelso,  natives  of  Ohio,  and 
the  former  born  in  Licking  county.  L.  B.  Kelso 
removed  to  Ashville  when  but  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years  of  age.  and  after  a time  married 
• >nd  located  at  Millport,  on  the  Ohio  State  canal, 
lie  owned  the  site  and  put  forth  his  best  efforts 


for  its  improvement,  and  conducted  his  general 
mercantile  business  in  a manner  creditable  to 
himself  and  the  locality  in  which  he  lived.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  served  with  courage  and 
distinction  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth 
Ohio  Regiment,  and  was  commissioned  first  ser- 
geant. In  1869  he  located  in  Savannah,  Mo., 
and  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  removing 
later  to  Elmo,  Nodaway  county,  Mo.,  where  he 
became  interested  in  the  hardware  business.  His 
wife,  Melissa  Kelso,  was  a daughter  of  Mahlon 
Ashbrook,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio.  Pie  was  a distiller  and  merchant,  and 
founded  the  town  of  Ashville,  in  the  Sciota  val- 
ley. In  1859  he  settled  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  is  now 
proprietor  of  the  Ashbrook  hotel  in  St.  Toe.  Pie 
is  now  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Kelso  is 
still  living,  and  is  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living,  M.  A.  being  the* 
eldest. 

After  a youth  spent  in  Ohio,  M.  A.  Kelso 
went,  in  1869,  to  Savannah,  and  in  1871  to  Atch- 
ison county,  Mo.,  where  he  lived  on  a farm.  Pie 
studied  in  Amity  College  at  College  Springs, 
Iowa,  but  was  forced  to  discontinue  his 
course  owing  to  difficulty  with  his  eyes.  Plis 
first  independent  venture  was  as  a newspa- 
per man,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Atchi- 
son County  Mail,  at  Rockport,  Mo.,  in  1878, 
and  he  continued  to  be  the  editor  of  the 
same  for  one  year  when  he  sold  out.  He  later 
started  a paper  at  Tarkio,  Atchison  county,  Mo., 
called  the  Tarkio  Blade,  which  flourished'  under 
his  management  for  a year,  and,  like  its  prede- 
cessor, was  then  sold.  Mr.  Kelso  then  began 
the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  J.  Y.  Beghtol, 
of  Blanchard,  Iowa,  and  then  entered  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  University  of  Nebraska 
at  Lincoln,  from  which  he  was  graduated  March 
17.  1887.  He  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Ashton.  Iowa,  and  in  1889  located  in  Clyde.  Mo. 

In  January,  1893,  Dr.  Kelso  located  in  El 
Reno.  Okla.,  and  practiced  medicine  until  the 
opening  of  the  Cherokee  strip  September  16. 
when  he  came  to  Garfield  county  and  took  up  a 
claim  one  and  a half  miles  northeast  of  Enid. 
As  evidence  of  his  enterprise,  it  is  onlv  necessary 
to  know  that  he  was  the  tenth  person  at  the 
land  office,  and  his  filing  was  the  eleventh.  Pie 
proved  up  part  of  his  land,  and  lived  thereon  for 
four  years,  after  which  he  removed  to  the  town 
of  Enid.  Dr.  Kelso  still  owns  fortv  acres  of  his 
original  claim,  which  is  well  improved,  and  well 
stocked  with  Poland-China  hogs  and  fine  cattle. 

Mrs.  Kelso  was  formerly  Clara  J.  Kellum,  who 
was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.  In  addition  to  his 
other  interests.  Dr.  Kelso  is  a member  of  the 
Enid  Investment  Company  and  one  of  the  board 
of  directors.  For  two  years  he  was  on  the  board 
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of  health  and  superintendent  of  the  board,  and 
under  President  Cleveland  was  a member  of  the 
United  States  Pension  Board.  In  1888  he  was 
a candidate  for  member  of  congress  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  in  a strong  Republican  locality, 
and,  although  he  made  a good  showing,  was  of 
course  not  elected.  He  is  a member  of  the  Cen- 
tral Oklahoma  Medical  Association  and  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Missouri  Valley  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the 
Masonic  order  at  Enid,  and  is  past  master  of 
Lodge  No.  19.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church. 

Dr.  Kelso  is  considered  one  of  the  best  physi- 
cians and  most  enterprising  citizens  of  Enid,  and 
has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  whole 
community  for  his  many  excellent  traits  of  mind, 
character  and  attainment,  and  for  his  oft-evinced 
interest  in  the  public  welfare. 


FREDERICK  E.  McKINLEY.  This  gen- 
tleman is  actively  identified  with  the  public 
affairs  of  Oklahoma  as  receiver  of  public 
1 moneys  and  special  disbursing  agent  for  the 
United  States  land  office  at  Guthrie.  He  was 
born  February  19,  1850,  in  Mayville,  Dodge 
county,  Wis.,  a son  of  Ephraim  McKinley,  and 
a grandson  of  James  Stevenson  McKinley,  who 
was  also  the  grandfather  of  William  McKinley, 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  American  family  of  McKinleys  come 
from  distinguished  ancestry,  being  descended 
from  Duncan  Macduff,  who  was  born  about 
A.  D.  1000,  and  who.  on  December  5,  1056, 
killed  Macbeth,  in  whose  mouth  Shakespeare 
'puts  these  words: 

“Lay  on,  Macduff, 

And  damn'd  be  him  that  first  cries, 

‘Hold,  enough!’  ’’ 

The  line  was  continued  through  the  Macduffs, 
earls  of  Fife,  MacKintoshes  and  MacKinleys  for 
twenty-five  generations  of  Scotch  Highlanders, 
the  record  being  fully  substantiated  in  the  Scot- 
tish chronicles  and  histories  of  the  Highland 
clans.  Macduff,  the  celebrated  thane  of  Shakes- 
peare, was  the  guide  and  chief  of  those  who  la- 
bored to  restore  King  Malcolm  ITT  to  his  throne, 
which  had  been  usurped  by  Macbeth. 

James  McKinley,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
Ireland,  was  known  as  “James  the  Trooper.” 
He  went  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  as  guide  to 
the  victorious  army  of  William  III,  at  the  battle 
of  the  Boyne,  in  1690,  and  afterwards  settled  in 
the  North  of  Ireland.  One  of  his  direct  descend- 
ants, David  McKinley,  born  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land about  1705,  emigrated  to  America,  becom- 
ing a settler  of  Chanccford,  York  county.  Pa., 
locating  there  probably  before  1745,  in  which 


year  he  was  there  granted  a tract  of  land.  He 
died  in  1761.  The  exact  date  of  his  arrival  in 
this  country  cannot  be  ascertained,  as  the  records 
of  New  Castle,  Del.,  where  most  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Pennsylvania  landed,  were  destroyed  In- 
die British  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  His 
son  John,  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  served 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  in  1778,  having  been 
a member  of  Captain  Reed's  company  of  York 
County  Militia.  He  died  in  1779,  leaving  chil- 
dren, among  whom  was  a son,  David,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kinley’s great-grandfather. 

David  McKinley  was  born  in  Chanceford, 
Pa.,  May  16,  1755.  During  the  Revolution  he 
served  seven  months  in  Capt.  W.  McCoskey's 
company,  Col.  Richard  McAllister’s  regiment  of 
York  county  (Pa.)  Militia.  He  took  part  in  the 
skirmish  at  Amboy,  in  July,  1776,  and  also  as- 
sisted in  the  defence  of  Paulus  Hook,  now  Jer- 
sey City,  N.  J.  He  afterwards  served  in  the 
companies  of  Captains  Laird,  Reed,  Holder, 
Ross,  Slaymaker,  Robe  and  Harnahan,  and' par- 
ticipated in  the  engagement  at  Chestnut  Hill,  in 
1777.  December  9,  1780,  he  married,  in  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
and  Hannah  (Stevenson)  Gray,  by  whom  he  had 
ten  children.  He  died  in  Crawford  county.  Ohio, 
August  8,  1840. 

James  Stevenson  McKinley  was  born  Septem- 
ber 19,  1783,  and  during  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life  resided  on  a farm  in  Mercer  county,  Pa.  He 
subsequently  became  interested  in  the  iron  busi- 
ness to  some  extent,  and  after  his  removal  to 
Lisbon,  Ohio,  was  manager  of  a charcoal  fur- 
nace several  years.  He  belonged  to  the  Presbv- 
terian  Church,  in  which  he  was  an  elder  from 
1822  until  1836.  In  1805  he  married  Mar}  Rose, 
a daughter  of  Andrew  Rose,  Jr.,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Andrew  Rose,  Sr.,  the  latter  of 
whom  came  to  Pennsylvania  with  William  Penn, 
and  was  afterwards  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  thirteen  colonies  that  met  in  convention  be- 
fore the  rebellion  against  Great  Britain.  He 
owned  the  land  on  which  Doylestown.  Pa.,  now 
stands.  Andrew  Rose,  Jr.,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolution  and  moulded  bullets  and  cannon  balls 
for  the  colonists.  The  sons  born  to  James  S. 
and  Mary  (Rose)  McKinley  were  as  follows: 
William,  father  of  President  McKinley;  James, 
who  died  in  Moline,  111.;  Ephraim,  father  of  E. 
E.  McKinley;  John,  who  died  in  Ohio;  and 
Benjamin,  who  now  lives  in  California. 

Ephraim  McKinley  was  born  in  Ohio,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a carpenter  and  builder. 
In  1S48  he  removed  to  Mayville,  Wis..  going 
there  to  build  blast  furnaces,  and  was  subse- 
quently engaged  in  the  lumber  business  near 
Mitchell,  S.  1).,  where  he  entered  government 
land.  Removing  from  there  to  Illinois,  he  lived 
at  first  in  Champaign,  then  in  Ogden,  where  he 
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died  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Mc- 
C'rarv,  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in 
( )gden,  111.  She  was  of  patriotic  descent,  her 
family  having  sewed  in  both  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  the  war  of  1812.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children:  James,  now  a resident  of 
Dakota,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  in  an  In- 
diana regiment:  Thomas,  who  served  in  the 
Eortv-ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  was  wounded  in 
battle,  and  died  in  Colorado,  in  1S71:  Pheris, 
who  served  in  the  Civil  war  in  a Wisconsin  regi- 
ment; Frederick  E.:  John,  who  died  in  Wiscon- 
sin; William,  a druggist  in  Ogden.  111.:  and 
Arnold,  who  is  also  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
in  Ogden.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Frederick  E.  McKinley  attended  the  village 
school  from  1857  until  1865,  leaving  his  books  at 
that  time  to  enlist.  April  11,  in  Company  K, 
Fiftieth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  which 
was  sent  north  to  Fort  Rice  to  assist  in  quelling 
the  Indian  troubles,  serving  until  Tune  14.  1866, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged.  In  the 
spring  of  1S68  he  was  graduated  from  the  May- 
ville  (Wis.)  high  school,  and  immediately  began 
the  study  of  dentistry  under  Dr.  Clark.  The 
ensuing  two  years  he  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  trade  of  a wagon  and  carriage  maker.  In 
1878  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Wellington, 
Fans.,  where  he  studied  architecture  under  Pro- 
fessor Chadan.  at  the  same  time  being  engaged 
as  a contractor  and  builder.  In  i$>2  he  went 
to  Raton.  X.  M..  to  accept  a position  as  fore- 
man of  bridges  and  buildings  with  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  & Santa  re  Railway  Company,  remain- 
ing two  years.  Going  then  to  Williams.  Ariz., 
he  accepted  a similar  position  with  the  Atlantic 
& Pacific  Railway,  now  a part  of  the  Santa  Fe 
system.  At  the  end  of  a year  he  settled  in  Al- 
buquerque. X".  M..  and  in  1SS5  was  appointed 
missionary,  under  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Home  Mission,  to  the  Afbuquer one  Indian 
School  as  master  mechanic  and  instructor  in 
architectural  and  practical  mechanics,  remaining 
thus  employed  five  years.  In  i8c,o  Mr.  McKin- 
ley opened  an  architect’s  office  in  Albuquerque, 
and  there  practiced  his  profession  three  vears. 
In  1893  lie  became  interested  in  mining  in  White 
Oaks,  Dolores  and  San  Pedro,  and  operated  in 
those  places  until  1807.  He  invented  and  pat- 
ented a dry  concentrator  for  use  in  placer  mining, 
it  being  - constructed  with  crushers,  screws, 
brushes,  etc.,  whereby  the  gold  is  taken  out  and 
separated  from  the  dust  and  sand,  securing  much 
hotter  results  than  by  using  water.  September 
17,  0897,  lie  was  anoointed  to  his  present  position 
in  the  United  States  land  office  in  Guthrie. 

September  14.  1871.  Mr.  McKinley  married 
Ella  Fell,  who  was  born  in  MayyiUe.  Wis.,  Au- 


gust 15,  1853,  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Fell, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Manchester, 
Eng.,  in  1813,  while  the  latter  was  born,  in  1823, 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  Mr.  Fell  was  a cabinet- 
maker in  Mayville,  and  a member  of  the  local 
lodge  of  Freemasons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKinley 
have  three  children,  namely:  Forrest,  born  April 
24,  1874;  Laurence,  born  October  4,  1890;  and 
Arthur,  born  June  7,  1893.  Forrest  McKinley  is 
special  agent  in  the  general  land  office  of  Okla- 
homa. He  married  May  Smith,  of  Chicago,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Lillith. 


ANDREW  LEW  IS  MAY,  whose  home  is 
on  section  31,  township  17,  range  2 west, 
Logan  county,  and  his  postoffice  at  Guth- 
rie, is  a market. gardener  and  melon  grower.  He 
is  the  man  who  started  melon  growing  in  the 
community,  planting  forty  acres  as  early  as  1890, 
and  shipped  the  first  carload  ever  sent  out  of 
Guthrie.  He  moved  to  Guthrie  in  January, 
1890,  engaging  in  business  there  for  a short  time, 
then  rented  the  ground  where  John  Massey  now 
lives  and  put  in  melons.  Although  the  early 
season  was  very  dry,  he  raised  a fair  crop,  which 
proved  that  melons  would  do  well  with  a good 
season.  Since  then  he  has  raised  them,  and 
planted  fifty  acres  in  1899.  In  1892  he  had  the 
best  paying  crop,  clearing  over  $1,000  on  forty 
acres.  He  moved  to  his  present  place  in  Novem- 
ber, 1890,  on  a lease,  and  began  market  garden- 
ing. He  has  put  all  of  the  improvements  on  the 
place,  including  a good  storehouse  and  all  nec- 
essary conveniences  for  carrying  on  his  business. 

Mr.  May  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Ind., 
June  27,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Reuben  and  Eliza- 
beth May.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  and  re- 
ceived a good  education,  at  an  earlv  dav  attend- 
ing the  old  log  schoolhouse  of  his  district.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  to  teach  school, 
following  that  work  during  the  winter  months 
and  farming  in  the  summer.  He  was  married  in 
Jackson  county,  September  14,  1854,  and  lived 
there  until  1S81,  when  he  moved  to  Reno  countv. 
Kails.  In  that  place  he  improved  a farm  of  over 
four  hundred  acres,  which  he  planted  to  water- 
melons. Although  lie  had  a heavy  yield,  he  was 
unsuccessful,  as  lie  paid  ,84,000  in  freight,  thereby 
entailing  a loss  of  $1,000.  He  shipped  the  larg:- 
est  melons  ever  sent  to  Emporia,  a lot  consisting 
of  five  hundred  and  two  melons  weighing  twenty 
thousand  two  hundred  pounds,  net. 

Mr.  May's  first  marriage  was  to  Mav  Kernuc- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Germanv,  and  died  iiv  In- 
diana. Six  children  were  born  to  them,  namelv: 
John  B..  who  died  at  El  Reno,  leaving  six  chil- 
dren: Julia  Ann,  deceased,  whose  marriage  with 
Bruce  Barker  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child: 
Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of.  A.  L.  Nelson,  of  Reno 
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county,  Kans.,  and  has  four  children;  Janies  A., 
who  lives  at  Hutchison,  Ivans.,  and  is  the  father 
of  one  child;  George  C.,  of  Hutchison,  Ivans.; 
and  Roxy,  who  married  Elmer  Jay,  has  one 
child,  and  lives  west  of  Guthrie.  His  second 
marriage  took  place  October  9,  1879,  in  Jackson 
county,  Ind.,  and  was  with  Tabitha  M.  Cum- 
mings, a native  of  that  place,  their  union  result- 
ing in  the  birth  of  five  children:  Myrtle,  a 

graduate  of  the  Guthrie  high  school;  Van  R., 
Joseph,  Guthrie  and  Ruth.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics  and  is  an  active  worker.  He  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  one  term,  and  never  had  a 
decision  appealed.  For  one  term  he  was  county 
commissioner  of  Jackson  county,  Ind.,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  saving  the  county  $2,000  by  his  eco- 
nomic administration.  He  was  a delegate  to  the 
state  convention  in  1872,  but  was  not  a Greeley 
man.  He  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Clear 
Spring  Lodge  Xo.  323  and  later  transferred  his 
membership  to  Washington  Lodge  X'o.  13,  at 
Brownstown,  Ind.,  where  he  is  to-day  held  in 
high  esteem. 


OHX  MARRINAX  is  chief  of  the  fire  de- 
partment of  Oklahoma  City,  and  to  him  too 
much  credit  cannot  be  given  for  the  efficient 
service  the  department  renders  the  city.  Taking 
hold  of  it  when  it  was  in  poor  condition  and  with- 
out system,  he  formulated  plans  for  perfecting 
an  organization  which  would  be  a credit  to  the 
city,  and  although  these  plans  caused  some  fric- 
tion, he  put  them  through  and  created  the  best 
fire  department  in  Oklahoma.  It  consists  of  four 
paid  men  and  a volunteer  corps  of  thirteen  men. 
six  of  whom  sleep  at  the  station,  making  a night 
force  of  ten  men.  He  caused  to  be  erected  a 
tower,  which  rises  seventy-five  feet  above  the  sta- 
tion, and  in  this  a night  watchman  is  stationed, 
enabling  him  to  see  all  over  the  city.  There  is 
a sub-station  at  the  south  end,  with  a hand  reel 
for  emergency  use.  The  department  is  equipped 
with  a first-class  Halloway  chemical  engine,  a 
combination  Rumsey  hose  wagon,  one  of  the  fin- 
est types,  also  a hook  and  ladder  truck,  and 
everything  about  the  place  is  in  excellent  condi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Marrinan  was  born  in  Frederickton.  Xew 
Brunswick,  in  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Martin  and 
Mary  (Reed)  Marrinan.  In  1868  he  came  with 
his  father  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  the  latter 
lived  until  his  death.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  east  and  in  youth  learned  the  harnessmak- 
ing trade,  which  he  followed  for  three  years.  In 
1878  he  went  to  Leadvillc,  Colo.,  during  the 
boom,  and  engaged  in  prospecting  and  mining- 
for  one  year.  He  then  went  to  San  Luis  Valley 
and  drove  stage  from  Sanderson  to  Barlow  for 
six  months,  when  he  returned  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 


The  following  spring  he  returned  to  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.,-  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Colorado  Midland  as  foreman  of  the  team  de- 
partment, having  in  charge  over  one  hundred 
teams.  After  a period  of  one  year  he  again 
located  at  Leadville,  but  stayed  only  one  year, 
as  he  was  taken  with  mountain  fever  and  re- 
turned to  Colorado  Springs  to  recover.  He  then 
went  back  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  he  remained 
until  October,  1892,  serving  for  five  years  in  the 
fire  department,  first  as  driver  of  the  steamer  and 
subsequently  driver  of  the  hook  and  ladder  at 
the  Central  Station. 

In  the  fall  of  1892  he  came  to  Oklahoma  City 
and  soon  located  a claim  in  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapahoe  country,  in  Canadian  countv,  but  sold 
out  in  a short  time.  August  7,  1893,  he  was  ap- 
pointed chief  of  the  fire  department  of  Oklahoma 
City  by  Mayor  A.  O.  Mitcher,  which  official  posi- 
tion he  still  fills.  He  called  the  meeting  for  the 
organization  of  the  Territorial  Firemen's  Asso- 
ciation, which  was  perfected  in  the  station-house 
in  Oklahoma  City  in  May,  1894.  Xot  only  was 
he  the  first  vice-president,  but  he  has  also  since 
been  a very  active  member. 

Mr.  Marrinan  was  married  in  Oklahoma- City, 
May  21,  1896,  to  Alice  Garrison,  a native  of  Min- 
nesota, and  they  have  one  son,  John  J.  Frater- 
nally, Air.  Marrinan  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics. 


T OHX  GILLIS  McCATHROX  has  demon- 
J onstrated  his  ability  to  master  a profession 
after  having  passed  the  meridian  of  life,  and 
has  actively  associated  himself  with  the  divers 
institutions  and  interests  for  the  upbuilding  and 
improvement  of  the  country.  Having  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  open- 
ing up  of  Oklahoma  to  secure  a satisfactorv 
home,  his  expectations  have  been  happily  real- 
ized, and  his  straightforward  and  honorable  ca- 
reer has  won  for  him  the  approval  and  confidence 
of  the  entire  community. 

Born  in  Mansville.  Jefferson  county.  X.  Y.. 
September  28,  1839,  he  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Susan  (Dunbar)  McCathron.  natives  of  X'ew 
York  state,  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  At  a very 
early  age  John  McCathron  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  McHenry  county.  111.,  where  tliev 
lived  six  years,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  early  showed  an  aptitude  for  farm  work  and 
readily  mastered  all  of  the  details,  thus  becoming 
of  valuable  assistance  to  his  father  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  various  and  arduous  duties.  A 
diligent  student  at  the  public  schools,  his  work 
there  was  supplemented  by  a course  at  the  acad- 
emy at  Milton  of  two  years,  after  which  he  rc- 
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turned  to  the  home  farm  and  worked  there  four 
wars. 

Mr.  MeCathron  decided  to  take  up  the  study 
,,f  dentistry  as  an  end  to  his  life  work,  and  with 
this  in  view  studied  in  1884  with  Dr.  Miller,  of 
( irand  Island,  Neb.  This  was  followed  bv  a 
course  in  the  Scudder  Medical  School  at  Cin- 
cinnati. after  which  he  resumed  his  agricultural 
interests  for  a year.  He  practiced  first  in  Green 
county,  \Yis„  and  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil 
war  enlisted  in  the  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Callahan.  During  a large  part  of  his 
service  he  was  engaged  in  the  surgical  depart- 
ment, and  was  for  a time  hospital  steward.  After 
his  discharge  at  Minneapolis,  in  October,  1865, 
lie  returned  to  Green  county,  Wis.,  and  began 
speculating  in  timber  lands,  and  realized  con- 
siderable therefrom.  Being  desirous  of  learning 
all  that  he  could  regarding  his  profession,  he 
went  to  Janesville,  Rock  county,  and  made  fur- 
ther researches  in  his  chosen  line  of  work,  and 
at  the  same  time  practiced  among  the  people  of 
the  county.  In  1875  he  became  interested  in  the 
lumber  business  in  the  Black  Hills  of  Dakota, 
and  took  a sawmill  there  and  began  operations. 
Returning  to  Nebraska,  he  practiced  until  1886, 
when  he  moved  to  Kiowa  county,  Ivans.,  where 
he  practiced  dentistry,  with  a great  deal  of  suc- 
cess. In  1887  he  went  to  the  Panhandle  country 
in  Texas,  and  in  Tim  City  lost  nearly  all  of  his 
means  in  real-estate  speculations.  In  1889,  with 
a pocket  lighter  by  about  Sq.ooo,  he  drifted  to 
southwestern  Missouri,  and  eventually. to  Logan 
county,  Okla.  His  claim  here  is  on  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  8,  township  16,  range  1 
west,  and  to  this  he  has  added  another  quarter- 
section  of  land. 

Dr.  MeCathron  was  married  in  1859  to  Martha 
Young,  and  of  this  union  there  are  three  living 
children:  Charles  B.,  Robert  and  Pearl.  Mrs. 
MeCathron  was  born  in  1842,  in  Onondaga 
county,  N.  Y..  and  died  in  1886.  The  doctor  is 
a member  of  the  Populist  party  and  has  figured 
conspicuously  in  its  undertakings.  He  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  while 
living  in  Nebraska  in  1885.  Dr.  MeCathron  has 
very  liberal  ideas  regarding  religion,  is  evangel- 
ical in  his  belief  and  does  not  approve  of  many 
of  the  prevailing  creeds  of  the  day. 


DB.  LEARNED.  As  early  as  1630  one 
. William  Learned  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  the  northeast  colony, 
presumably  where  Chelmsford  or  Waubbcrn 
now  stands.  He  is  the  first  of  the  name  heard  of 
in  America,  and  from  him  are  descended  the 
present  members  of  the  family.  The  grand- 
lather,  Daniel,  was  a pioneer  near  what  is  now 
Millfield,  Ohio,  where  he  pre-empted  land  and 
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engaged  in  general  farming  for  many  years,  and 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  nearly  an  hundred 
years.  He  was  twice  married,  and  raised  a fam- 
ily which  numbered  twenty-four  children. 

D.  B.  Learned  was  born  in  Athens  county, 
Ohio,  in  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel,  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  who  migrated  to  Ohio  with  his 
father,  Daniel,  at  a very  early  day.  He  was  a 
farmer  during  the  years  of  his  activity,  and  died 
in  Illinois  at  the  age  of  sixtv-three  years.  His 
wife,  Susan  (Koons),  was  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living:  Dr.  A.  (.,  of 
Millfield,  Ohio,  who  was  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war;  Melissa,  wife  of  Wesley  Welling;  Clarissa, 
married  to  William  Overholtzer;  Michael,  a 
resident  of  Perry  county,  Ohio;  George  W.,  liv- 
ing in  Michigan;  Kate,  the  wife  of  Walter  Dun- 
can; D.  B.;  and  John,  who  is  in  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Learned  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years. 

At  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Normal  school 
at  Mount  Auburn  Mr.  Learned  received  excel- 
lent educational  advantages,  which  he  turned  to 
good  account  later  on  by  teaching  school  for 
several  years.  In  1880  he  moved  to  Mecosta 
county,  Mich.,  and  ran  a sawmill  there.  The 
following  July  his  portable  mill  was  entirely  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  in  the  face  of  such  a loss  he 
returned  to  Ohio  and  assumed  charge  of  the  mill 
in  the  Hocking  valley  coal  district,  continuing 
the  same  until  the  strike  in  the  valley.  He  then 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Ohio  until  1889. 
April  14th  of  that  year  he  started  with  a partv 
of  others  from  Athens,  Ohio,  and  made  the  run 
from  the  west  of  Turkey  Creek,  and  secured  his 
present  claim  at  12:55  P-  nK  of  the  22nd  of  April. 
He  covered  the. distance  hence  with  a heavy  team 
of  horses  and  wagon,  and  also  a breaking  plow 
in  the  wagon,  and.  the  very  day  of  taking  posses- 
sion, broke  a little  piece  of  land  and  planted  some 
corn  and  melons.  Z\Irs.  Learned  arrived  on  the 
claim  October  23,  and  spent  the  winter  here.  The 
following  spring  Mr.  Learned  planted  his  general 
crops,  and  at  the  same  time  added  manv  im- 
provements. He  now  makes  a specialty  of  corn 
and  wheat,  and  raises  some  stock.  The  orchard 
of  eight  acres  is  planted  with  a variety  of  trees 
which  have  so  far  borne  fruit  in  abundance. 

In  addition  to  his  farming'  interests,  Mr. 
Learned  acts  as  agent  for  the  Champion  Machine 
Company  and  is  president  of  the  Central  Okla- 
homa Telephone  Company,  at  Hennessev.  He 
is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Milling 
Company  at  Hennessey.  In  politics  he  adheres 
to  the  faith  of  Jefferson,  and  has  never  been 
aught  but  a Democrat.  For  the  entire  time  since 
coming  to  Oklahoma  he  has  served  on  the  school 
board,  and  was  the  first  clerk  of  Cimarron  town- 
ship before  the  division  of  the  township.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  member  of  the  fourth  gen- 
eral assembly  and  was  the  author  of  several  im- 
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portant  bills  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condi- 
tions of  his  locality.  Anion,"  other  bills  was  one 
introduced  providing  for  the  burial  of  soldiers, 
who  died  in  poverty,  by  the  government.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Learned  is  associated  with  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen,  of  which  he  has 
been  overseer  for  some  years. 

In  1882  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Learned 
to  one  of  his  former  pupils,  Hattie  D.  Rivers,  of 
Athens  county,  Ohio.  To  this  couple  have  been 
born  eight  children:  Alpha  E.,  Earl  Alva,  Maud 
F.,  Lena  J.,  Michael  R.,  Kenneth  V.,  Benoni  C., 
and  an  infant  son  born  December  21,  1900,  and 
as  yet  unnamed.  The  children  are  all  at  home, 
and  the  five  youngest  were  born  in  Oklahoma. 


JW.  PERRY.  While  devoting  most  of  his 
9 time  to  general  farming.  Air.  Perry  has, 
since  taking  up  his  residence  in  Union 
township,  Kingfisher  county,  made  a specialty 
of  horticulture,  to  the  best  development  of  which 
he  has  given  much  study  and  research,  and  has 
made  practical  application  of  the  knowledge  thus 
gained. 

Born  in  Franklin  county,  111.,  in  1851,  Mr. 
Perry  was  reared  in  Williamson  countv,  111., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  derived  his  edu- 
cation from  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  undertook  to  provide  for  himself,  and 
with  this  object  in  view,  settled  in  southwestern 
Missouri,  where  for  two  years  he  engaged  in 
general  farming,  and  for  the  following  four  years 
continued  in  the  same  line  in  Crawford  county, 
Kans.  Going  from  there  to  Kingman  county 
in  1883,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  improvements  were 
at  once  commenced,  including  houses,  barns, 
and  orchard. 

That  farm  was  disposed  of  in  1S89,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Perry  made  the  run  from  Big  Camp, 
Buffalo  Springs,  a distance  of  eleven  miles  from 
the  Oklahoma  territorial  line,  and  secured  the 
claim  upon  which  he  has  since  lived.  The  filing 
was  made  on  May  10,  and  he  at  once  began  to 
break  the  land,  and  at  the  present  time  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  are  under  the  plow,  and  de- 
voted to  the  natural  requirements  of  farming 
and  fruit-raising.  The  farm  is  fenced  in,  and 
there  arc  three  wells,  two  of  which  are  used.  The 
orchard  was  planted  with  reference  to  future  en- 
largement, twelve  acres  being  but  the  nucleus. 
It  contains  seven  hundred  apple  trees,  one  thou- 
sand peach  trees,  besides  many  other  kinds  of 
large  and  small  fruits.  Jn  1899  the  apple  crop 
exceeded  three  hundred  bushels  of  a fine  grade 
of  apples,  which  went  to  supply  a constantly  in- 
creasing market  trade.  The  house  in  which  the 
family  resides  is  located  in  the  midst  of  a fine 
grove  of  shade. trees,  all  of  which  have  been 


planted  by  the  enterprising  master  of  the  farm. 

The  Perry  family  is  of  English  descent,  the 
great-great-grandfather  having  come  from  his 
island  home  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  Me 
settled  in  Tennessee,  and  engaged  in  farming, 
and  led  an  active  Christian  life,  becoming  quite 
an  influence  in  the  community.  During  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  he  served  his  adopted  country 
with  courage  and  distinction.  His  son,  Round- 
tree  Perry,  was  born  in  middle  Tennessee,  and 
removed  to  southern  Illinois  in  the  very  early 
days,  where  he  took  up  government  land,  and 
improved  hundreds  of  acres  from  the  timber. 
He  was  successful  in  his  chosen  line  of  work, 
and  was  in  every  way  an  estimable  man.  Next 
in  succession,  John  Perry,  the  father  of  J.  \V., 
was  born  in  Williamson  county.  111.,  and  never 
duringhis  active  life  did  he  depart  from  his  native 
locality.  Hrs  death  at  the  age  of  thirty-four 
brought  to  an  untimely  close  a life  which  was 
deemed  almost  above  reproach,  and  which  had 
crowded  into  its  years  much  of  usefulness,  kind- 
liness and  success.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Stotler) 
Perry,  was  a member  of  a prominent  southern 
Illinois  family.  She  became  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  those  besides 
our  subject  being:  William,  a farmer  in  the 
Panhandle  country,  Texas;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of 
William  Newman;  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  a 
farmer  in  Harper  county,  Kans.  Mrs.  Perry 
contracted- another  marriage  with  James  Hurst, 
and  of  this  union  there  are  four  children : George. 
Daniel,  Benjamin  and  Stella.  The  children  are 
living  in  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  country. 
The  mother  died  May  1,  1900,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight. 

J.  W.  Perry  was  united  in  marriage,  March  25, 
1871,  with  Mary  V.  Wills,  of  Ohio,  a daughter 
of  William  D.  Wills,  a farmer  who  settled  in 
southeastern  Missouri  in  1853.  T°  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Perry  have  been  born  the  following-named  chil- 
dren: Alfred;  Ida,  who  is  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Beckley;  Franklin;  Emma,  who  is  the  wife 
of  David  Sloane:  Mitchell,  Edward,  Daisy  and 
Earl.  Air.  Perry  is  now  a believer  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Populist  party,  and  formerly  asso- 
ciated himself  with  the  Republicans.  Although 
not  an  office-seeker,  he  has  served  on  the  school 
board  for  several  years,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  all 'that  pertains  to  the  improvement  of  his 
township.  With  the  family,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Advent  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber for  twenty  years,  and  of  which  he  is  at  the 
present  time  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
at  Wanamaker.  Like  his  ancestors.  Mr.  Perry 
is  of  a deeply  religious  nature,  and  fashions  his 
life  and  undertakings  upon  the  principles  laid 
down  by  his  church  and  conscience,  and  in  so 
doing  has  won  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 
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HARRISON  D.  PULLIAM,  known  far  and 
wide  throughout  Oklahoma  as  one  of  the 
founders  of  Logan  county,  resides  on  a 
model  homestead  on  section  20,  township  16, 
range  4.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  one 
of  the  old  and  highly  honored  families  of  St. 
C lair  county,  111.  His  grandfather,  Thomas  Pul- 
liam, located  in  the  locality  mentioned,  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  state,  and  at  a time  when 
the  now  great  metropolis  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  pos- 
sessed but  four  stores,  these  being  conducted 
by  Frenchmen.  One  of  the  first  white  men  in 
St.  Clair  county,  Mr.  Pulliam  had  some  veryr 
unpleasant  experiences  with  the  Indians,  who 
regarded  our  race  with  great  suspicion.  For  a 
long  time  he  did  not  dare  to  leave  his  cabin 
without  locking  his  son,  John  P.,  who  was  a 
child,  safely  within  its  shelter,  while  he  and  his 
wife  went  to  the  fields  together,  taking  with 
them  guns  strapped  to  their  plow,  perhaps.  At 
length,  however,  he  succeeded  in  winning  the 
esteem  of  the  red  men  by  giving  them  beads  and 
brass  ornaments,  which  he  bought  in  St.  Lduis. 
By  some  negotiations  with  the  governor,  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  St.  Clair  county,  and 
with  characteristic  energy  instituted  a number 
of  enterprises.  He  built  and  operated  the  first 
ferry  on  'the  Kaskaskia  river  (within  his  own 
county  boundaries)  and  at  Fayetteville  erected 
and  carried  on  the  first  flour-mill,  also  aiding  in 
laying  out  that  town.  In  many  ways  he  advanced 
the  county’s  prosperity,  and  was  ranked  with  its 
leading  citizens.  He  was  summoned  to  the  silent 
land  in  1863  and  his  mortal  remains  were  interred 
in  Fayetteville. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  John  P.  Pul- 
liam. a native  of  St.  Clair  county.  He  grew  to 
maturity  there  and  in  early  manhood  undertook 
the  management  of  the  flouring-mill  which  his 
father  had  built.  He  continued  to  devote  his 
attention  to  that  line  of  business  until  his  death, 
which  event  occurred  in  1854.  He  left  a widow 
(formerly  Mary  Dial)  and  to  her  fell  the  arduous 
task  of  rearing  their  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. Jefferson,  the  eldest  of  these,  now  resides 
in  California,  and  Elizabeth,  the  only  surviving 
daughter,  is  the  wife  of  \V.  B.  Justice,  a farmer 
of  Henry  county,  Mo. 

The  birth  of  Harrison  Dial  Pulliam  occurred 
March  20,  1846,  in  St.  Clair  county.  When  he 
had  arrived  at  man’s  estate,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Maggie  Hesick,  whose  father, 
George  M.  Hesick,  was  then  one  of  the  wealthi- 
est men  of  St.  Clair  county.  John,  the  onlv  son 
of  this  union,  is  a resident  of  Oklahoma  City,  and 
the  two  daughters,  Etta  and  Katie,  arc  citizens 
ot  Marion  county.  111.,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  re- 
spectively. In  1872  Mr.  Pulliam  married  Vic- 
toria Daniels,  of  Barton  county,  Mo.,  and  none 


of  their  twelve  children  has  received  the  death 
summons,  nor  has  the  family  circle  been  broken, 
for  all  are  yet  under  the- home  roof-tree. 

It  was  in  1878  that  Mr.  Pulliam  became  a resi- 
dent of  Henry  county.  Mo.,  and  when  it  had  been 
decreed  that  Oklahoma  territory  was  to  be  - 
opened  to  the  public,  he  determined  to  possess 
a share  of  this  goodly  land.  He  was  one  of  the 
number  who  made  the  famous  run  for  home- 
steads on  that  memorable  April  22,  1889,  and, 
proceeding  from  Guthrie,  he  located  a quarter  of 
section  20.  township  16,  range  4.  His  mother,  who 
came  on  the  train  to  Guthrie,  took  up  a quarter  of 
section  17,  township  16,  range  4,  and  after  her 
death  this  property  became  her  son’s.  For  nine 
years  he  dwelt  in  a log  cabin  here,  which  he 
built  soon  after  his  arrival,  and  now  he  and  his 
family  reside  in  a substantial,  though  small, 
frame  house.  Lie  has  carefully  cultivated  this 
productive  land,  and  now  raises  fine  crops  of 
wheat  each  year,  eighty-five  acres  being  devoted 
to  this-cereal.  He  also  raises  hogs  extensively, 
and  is  successful  in  most  of  his  undertakings. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Pulliam  is  a Demo- ' 
crat,  and  at  present  is  serving  as  one  of  the 
county  committeemen  of  his  party.  He  takes  a 
patriot’s  interest  in  his  country  and  home  com- 
munity and  performs  his  share  towards  its  up- 
building. 


GEORGE  A.  PECK,  who  was  born  on  the 
True  Blue  Farm,  in  Avoca,  Steuben 
county,  N.  Y.,  July  14.  1837,  was  a loyal, 
patriotic  citizen,  well  worthy  of  an  honored  place 
in  the  annals  of  his  country.  He  early  became 
actuated  by  high  principles,  and  when  the  Union 
which  he  loved  was  endangered,  he  needed  no 
second  call  to  her  defense,  and  faithfully  stood  at 
his  post  of  duty  no  less  in  years  of  peace  than  in 
war.  Though  he  had  been  reared  in  the  free, 
open  air,  he  was  not  physically  very  strong.  He 
had  promptly  enlisted  in  Companv  A,  Twenty- 
third  New  York  Infantry,  but  had  a severe  hem- 
orrhage of  the  lungs  ere  he  had  left  the  state  with 
his  regiment,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  army 
July  2,  1861.  He  was  a young  man  of  great 
will-power,  and,  having  recovered,  apparently, 
within  a few  weeks,  he  again  presented  himself 
for  service,  and  on  August  17,  was  enrolled  with 
the  same  company  as  before,  and  was  assigned 
to  camp  at  Arlington  Heights.  There  he  was 
prostrated  by  a fever,  and  again  was  discharged 
from  the  service,  September  19.  The  pluckv  sol- 
dier recovered  sufficiently  during  the  next  month 
to  enable  him  to  join  Company  E,  First  New 
York  Light  Artillery,  by  the  20th  of  October, 

1 86 1 , and  for  about  a year  he  shared  the  for- 
tunes of  his  comrades,  taking  part  in  some  im- 
portant military  operations. 


. 
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While  they  were  actively  engaged  in  battle 
with  the  enemy  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn 
of  1862,  the  tide  suddenly  appeared  to  be  going 
against  his  artillery  force,  as  the  Confederates 
made  a desperate  attempt  to  capture  the  guns. 
Mr.  Peck  was  disabled  by  the  discharge  of  a can- 
non, his  left  ear-drum  being  burst  by  the  con- 
cussion, ami  his  knee-cap  also  was  seriously 
injured,  but  lie  sturdily  endeavored  to  stand  by 
his  guns,  and  when  he  believed  his  foes  were  to 
be  the  victors,  he  started  to  spike  the  cannon,  but 
his  comrades,  rallying,  succeeded  in  dragging  it 
out  of  the  danger  lines,  and  Mr.  Peck  was  saved 
by  his  riding  away,  seated  on  the  novel  equi- 
page. His  disabilities  led  to  his  being  dis- 
charged, September  6,  1862,  and  his  numerous 
wounds  proved  very  troublesome  for  years. 
Lameness  and  partial  deafness  were  left  as  per- 
manent reminders  of  his  service,  and  not  the 
least  of  his  disabilities  was  the  chronic  stomach 
affection  which  he  contracted  while  he  suffered 
the  hardships  of  the  crude  army  fare  and  mani- 
fold privations.  After  he  had  recuperated  to 
some  extent,  he  eagerly  responded  again  to  the 
call  of  his  country,  and  September  21,  1864,  en- 
listed for  another  year,  and  was  placed  in  the 
ranks  of  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
ninth  New  York  Infantry.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  May  30,  1865.  He  had  taken  part  in 
the  seven  days’  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where 
his  company  sustained  severe  losses,  as  only 
twenty-seven  of  the  number  survived,  and  only 
nine  were  able  to  walk  from  the  field. 

After  his  disastrous  experience  in  the  war,  Mr. 
Peck  had  a lifelong’  fight  with  his  disabilities. 
For  a period  he  endeavored  to  carry  on  a farm 
in  Indiana,  but  he  was  not  equal  to  the  exertion, 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  commercial 
transactions.  For  seventeen  years  he  traveled 
as  a salesman  for  different  firms,  his  territory 
being  that  between  Michigan  and  Mississippi, 
New  York  and  the  Missouri  river.  April  22, 
1889,  he  made  the  run  into  Oklahoma  territory, 
on  the  third  train  penetrating  the  newly  opened 
section,  and  when  he  reached  Guthrie  he  was 
sagacious  enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  slight 
stay  there  by  proceeding  along  the  line  to  the 
first  train,  waiting  just  ahead  on  the  track.  Thus 
he  was  fortunate  in  selecting  a good  homestead 
upon  his  arrival  at  Seward.  His  property,  where 
he  drove  his  stakes  and  posted  his  soldier’s  dec- 
laration, is  located  on  the  southeastern  quarter 
of  section  3,  township  15,  range  3.  He  soon  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and 
adjusted  his  affairs  there.  He  then  removed  to 
his  new  possessions,  where  he  instituted  valua- 
ble improvement,  notwithstanding  his  failing 
health.  For  years  he  was  an  esteemed  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  when 


the  final  roll-call  was  responded  to  bv  him,  Jan- 
uary 22,  1896,  his  comrades  conducted  his  funeral 
services  and  placed  his  remains  in  .the  Seward 
cemetery,  with  all  of  the  honors  of  the  fraternitv. 
He  had  been  affiliated  with  the  Republican  partv. 
but  was  undesirous  of  public  office,  preferring  t<> 
pursue  his  way  in  a quiet,  unostentatious  man- 
ner. 

During  one  of  his  business  trips,  which  took 
him  to  Terre  Plaute,  Mr.  Peck  became  ac- 
quainted with  his  future  wife,  Annis,  daughter  of 
Abram  C.  and  Sarah  (Drew)  Williams.  She  was 
born  on  the  old  state  line  between  New  Jersey 
and  New  York  state,  in  Vernon,  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  and  there  was  reared  to  womanhood.  She 
was  first  married  to  Winfield  M.  Scott,  and  one 
child,  Bertha  A.,  was  born  to  them.  The  latter 
became  the  wife  of  Ellsworth  L.  Meek,  and  died 
July  2,  1896,  leaving  a little  daughter.  Constance 
A.,  born  January  13,  1895,  at  the  Peck  home- 
stead. The  marriage  of  George  A.  Peck  and 
Annis  Williams  (who  had  resumed  her  maiden 
name)  was  celebrated  July  21,  1888,  in  Terre 
Haute,  where  she  had  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  millinery  business  about  nine  years.  She 
is  conducting  the  fine  homestead  which  was  left 
to  her,  and  is  displaying  excellent  judgment  and 
financial  ability. 


HARRY  BEAM.  One  of  the  young,  ambi- 
tious agriculturists  of  Logan  county  is 
Harry  Beam,  a native  of  Morris  (now 
Cooper)  township,  Clearfield  county,  Pa.  His 
birth  took  place  April  17,  1867,  and  his  early 
years  and  youth  were  spent  in  the  varied  pur- 
suits of  a farmer.  His  parents,  George  and  Mar- 
garet J.  (Adams)  Beam,  removed  with  their  fam- 
ily to  Wright  county,  Mo.,  in  1872,  and  within 
the  following  year  the  father  was  called  to  his 
reward.  He  left  his  new  homestead  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  to  his  widow  and  four  children,  and 
the  mother  bravely  met  the  great  problems  and 
responsibilities  thus  devolving  upon  her  and  kept 
her  children  together  until  they  were  grown. 

Harry  Beam,  who  was  the  second  of  the  four 
children,  was  deprived  of  his  loving  father's  care 
when  six  years  of  age,  and  as  soon  as  he  could 
be  of  any  use  upon  the  farm  he  loyally  aided  his 
mother  in  the  management  of  the  place.  He  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  a local  academy,  and  for  a few 
months  was  employed  in  a store  at  Mansfield. 
Then,  for  a period  of  about  two  years,  he  worked 
in  a printing  office,  and  subsequently  found  em- 
ployment in  a drug  store. 

In  1894  Harry  Beam  came  to  Oklahoma, 
where,  the  preceding  year,  his  uncle.  John 
Adams,  had  purchased  the  southwestern  quarter 
of  section  30,  township  15,  range  3.  Mr.  Adams, 
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who  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a man 
of  superior  education,  was  an  invalid  for  many 
wars,  thus  being  debarred  from  active  labors, 
though  he  was  successfully  occupied  in  teaching 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  mature  life.  His 
ill  health  dated  from  his  severe  army  experi- 
ence, for  he  had  enlisted  in  the  Forty-fifth  Penn- 
-vlvania  Infantry  during  the  Civil  war.  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  among 
many  other  important  engagements.  He  after- 
wards was  so  unfortunate  as  to  contract  a severe 
1 old  when  he  was  recovering  from  an  attack  of 
the  measles,  and  thus  his  health  became  perma- 
nently impaired.  Our  subject  leased  the  farm 
from  his  uncle  soon  after  his  arrival  here,  and 
since  that  time  has  industriously  been  engaged  in 
improving  and  cultivating  the  place.  The  uncle 
departed  this  life  February  19,  1899.  and  pre- 
viously had  deeded  this  property  to  his  devoted 
nephew,  the  present  owner.  The  latter  has 
greatly  improved  the  farm,  and  has  built  a com- 
fortable house,  24x28  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
containing  five  rooms.  He  also  has  a good  barn, 
a fair  orchard  and  other  evidences  of  care  and 
forethought  for  his  future  needs.  Politically,  he 
is  a Republican,  but  in  no  sense  of  the  word  is 
he  a politician  and  office-seeker. 


LESLIE  G.  XI BLACK,  president  of  the 
Leader  Printing  Company,  and  editor  and 
manager  of  the  Leader,  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  brightest,  most  progressive  and  versatile 
newspaper  men,  not  only  in  Oklahoma,  but 
throughout  the  southwest.  Possessing  a decided 
ability  for  the  field  of  journalism,  together  with 
a fondness  for  the  work,  he  has  naturally  forged 
his  way  to  the  front,  and  stands  out  conspicu- 
ously among  the  editors  of  the  territorv.  In 
his  home  town  of  Guthrie  he  wields  a decided 
influence  among  the  members  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  through  the  medium  of  the  daily, 
weekly  and  Sunday  editions  of  the  Leader  has 
been  enabled  to  accomplish  much  to  advance 
party  interests. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1843  ^r-  Xiblack 
came  to  Guthrie.  Though  at  the  time  a mere 
youth,  he  at  once  exhibited  decided  ability  as  a 
business  man  and  journalist.  He  bought  stock 
in  the  Daily  Leader,  and  since  1847  has  been  the 
controlling  stockholder  in  the  companv  that 
owns  the  paper.  The  Leader  was  established  in 
1 802  and  soon  took  rank  as  the  most  prominent 
Democratic  paper  in  the  territory.  It  is  the 
official  organ  of  territorial  Dcmocracv,  and 
"Worn  statistics  show  that  it  has  the  largest  cir- 
culation of  all  territorial  papers.  The  plant  is 
modern  in  even  respect.  It  is  equipped  with 
bindery  and  book-making  departments,  job 
printing  departments,  and  has  four  cylinder 


presses,  three  gas  engines  and  Merganthaler 
typesetting  machines.  The  plant  occupies  both 
the  upper  and  lower  floors  of  .Xos.  107- 109  West 
Harrison  avenue,  Guthrie.  From  this  establish- 
ment is  turned  out  the  greater  part  of  the  terri- 
torial printing,  as  well  as  the  book  and  blank 
supplies  for  the  twenty-three  counties  of  the  ter- 
ritory. On  the  pay-roll  of  the  printing  office  are 
forty-two  names. 

During  the  administration  of  Governor  Ren- 
frew, Major  Xiblack  was  paymaster-general  of 
the  Xational  Guard.  For  two  years  he  was  pres- 
ident of  the  Oklahoma  Press  Association,  and 
he  is  now  a director  of  the  Territorial  Historical 
Society.  In  1896,  as  national  Democratic  com- 
mitteeman for  the  territory,  he  urged  the 
national  committee  to  increase  Oklahoma's 
delegate  representation  in  national  conventions 
from  two  to  six  delegates,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  Bryan  notification  committee  from  Okla- 
homa in  that  year.  He  is  a past  chancellor 
commander  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge, 
and  a knight  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks, also  a Mason  of  the  thirty-second  degree. 
Socially  he  is  genial ; in  business,  endowed  with 
keen  judgment  and  foresight;  as  an  editor, 
resourceful,  logical  and  wielding  the  pen  of  a 
ready  writer.  He  is,  indeed,  a sterling  example 
of  what  it  is  possible  for  a young  man  of  energy 
and  determination  to  accomplish  in  a new  coun- 
try. 


JC.  RAY,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Logan 
. county,  makes  his  home  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  32,  township  16.  range 
3 west,  his  postoffice  being  Guthrie.  He  was 
born  in  Ray  county,  Mo.,  September  19,  1853, 
and  is  a son  of  H.  C.  and  Abbic  fOdlej  Ray. 
His  father  was  born  near  Harrodsburg.  Ky.,  and 
was  a young  man  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Missouri,  Ray  county  having  been  named  after 
his  father,  Isham  Ray.  H.  C.  Ray  was  a soldier 
from  Missouri  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  and 
served  under  General  Price,  being  with  the  army 
at  the  capture  of  Mexico  City.  \\  hen  the  Civil 
war  broke  out,  lie  enlisted  for  six  months'  serv- 
ice in  the  Union  army,  and  then  for  a period  of 
• three  years.  At  the  battle  of  Xashviile  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  leg  and  captured  by  the 
enemy,  but  was  soon  paroled  and  sent  home. 
Afterward  he  again  went  to  the  front,  serving  in 
several  other  important  engagements.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  settled  near  Springfield,  Mo., 
and  lived  there  a short  time,  then  went  to 
Buchanan  county.  Mo.  In  1881  he  settled  in 
Atchison  county.  Kans.  From  there  he  came  to 
Oklahoma  in  1889  and  afterward  lived  with  his 
son  until  his  death,  .November  20,  1898. 

J.  C.  Ray  received  a very  limited  amount  of 
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schooling,  owing  to  the  war,  but  has  picked  up 
a good  practical  business  education.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  the  twenty-second  year  of 
his  age.  After  his  marriage,  in  1875,  he  rented 
a farm  in  Missouri,  and  lived  there  until  1 88 r , 
thence  moving  to  Atchison  county,  Kans.,  where 
he  operated  a farm  until  1889.  He  made  the 
run  from  the  north  line  at  the  opening  of  Okla- 
homa April  22,  1889,  but  was  unsuccessful,  and 
in  May  returned  to  Kansas.  In  November,  1889, 
he  again  came  to  Oklahoma  and  bought  the 
claim  where  he  is  now  located,  bringing  his 
family  in  January.  There  was  a small  house  on 
the  property,  12x14  feet,  but  otherwise  it  was 
wholly  unimproved,  no  fencing,  and  the  sod  un- 
broken by  the  plow.  As  a result  of  his  industry, 
the  farm  is  now  under  cultivation,  is  fenced, 
and  in  good  condition  throughout.  He  has  a 
good  house  and  farm  buildings,  and  an  orchard 
of  several  acres,  which  is  bearing  well. 

Mr.  Ray  has  four  children.  Isham,  who  was 
born  in  Missouri,  and  now  resides  in  Oklahoma, 
married  Hattie  Nelson,  and  has  one  son,  John 
Nelson;  Nina,  who  was  born -in  Missouri,  mar- 
ried Henry  Mills,  and  lives  in  Oklahoma;  Sam- 
uel was  born  at  Muscotah,  Atchison  county, 
Kans.;  and  Noel  was  also  born  in  Atchison 
county.  Our  subject  first  exercised  his  elective 
franchise  in  favor  of  Hayes  and  was  a Republican 
until  recent  years  Pie  has  served  as  township 
treasurer  for  many  years.  In  religion  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  at  Seward, 
where  he  holds  the  office  of  deacon. 


Pi*.  SCOTT.  The  traveler  passing  along  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  32,  town- 
ship 19,  range  2 west,  Logan  county,  will 
notice  one  of  the  snuggest  homesteads  in  the 
township,  and  at  once  recognize  it  as  the  home 
of  thrift  and  industry,  the  result  of  energy  and 
perseverance.  The  history  of  its  owner  and 
builder  is,  in  brief,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Scott  was  born  in  Shelby  countv,  111., 
March  8,  1863,  and  is  the  son  of  J.  W.  and 
Louise  (Tucker)  Scott,  who  were  representatives 
of  some  of  the  best  families  of  their  respective 
communities.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm 
and  received  his  rudimentary  education  in  the 
district  school,  after  which  he  attended  the  high 
school  in  Shelbyville.  Upon  becoming  readv  to 
establish  a home  of  his  own,  he  was  united  in 
marriage,  September  3.  1883,  with  Miss  Sarah 
Jane  liott.  Mrs.  Scott  was  born  in  Shelbv 
county,  111.,  a daughter  of  George  and  Harriet 
(Beaver)  liott,  old  and  prominent  settlers  of 
that  county,  where  George  Mott  died.  The 
mother  is  living  in  Winfield,  Kans. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Scott  prosecuted  fann- 
ing in  Illinois  until  1890,  and  then  decided  to 


cross  the  Mississippi  and  try  his  fortune  in  Okla- 
homa. Arriving  here  in  February  of  1890,  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
lie  now  occupies,  paying  for  the  property  8 1 ,000. 
which  took  all  of  his  available  cash.  He  was  pros- 
pered in  his  labors,  and  was  soon  enabled  to  put 
up  a house,  14x20,  in  which  the  family  were  com- 
fortable sheltered  until  the  present  neat  resi- 
dence was  erected.  He  put  up  his  barn,  36x40. 
in  1809,  and  bought  another  eighty  acres  in  the 
spring  of  that  year.  His  farming  operations 
have  been  very  successful,  the  soil  vielding  a fair 
crop  each  year.  Besides  a good  orchard,  he 
has  a flourishing-  vineyard,  together  with  black- 
berries and  other  smaller  fruits. 

The  four  children  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Scott  are: 
Charles  Clarence,  born  in  Shelby  county.  111.; 
Hattie  Eva,  also  a native  of  the  Prairie  state; 
Mamie  Grace,  and  Raymond  McKinley,  born  in 
Oklahoma. 

Mr.  Scott  is  a Republican  in  politics,  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Blaine  in  1884.  He 
was  a candidate  for  county  commissioner  in 
1886,  but  withdrew  before  the  convention.  Polit- 
ically, he  has  .been  quite  active  in  local 
affairs,  and  keeps  well  posted  concerning  the 
national  and  international  questions  of  the  day. 
His  social  standing  has  always  been  of  the  high- 
est, and  he  is  capable  of  filling  any  office  in  the 
county  within  the  gift  of  the  people.  His  reli- 
gious connections  are  with  the  Evangelical  As- 
sociation, which  holds  services  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  schoolhouse,  and  in  which  he  is  ciass 
leader.  He  is  a charter  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  Mulhall.  and  an  officer 
in  the  same.  In  addition,  he  is  a charter  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  being 
a master  workman. 


WILLIAM  JACKSON  RICHARDSON, 
postmaster  at  West,  Logan  county,  is 
one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  this 
locality,  his  home  being-  on . the  northeastern 
quarter  of  section  27,  township  15,  range  4 west. 
He  is  essentially  a self-made  man,  as  he  was 
orphaned  at  an  early  age,  and  has  ever  been 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources. 

Born  in  Strabane,  Washington  countv,  Pa.. 
September  20,  1843,  he  is  a son  of  Samuel  B. 
and  Ellen  (Hastings)  Richardson,  who,  like- 
wise, were  natives  of  the  same  county.  The 
mother  died  when  the  son  was  seven  years  old, 
and  about  1852  the  father  went  to  Cass  county, 
Ind.,  where  he  married  and  made  a home  for  his 
little  ones.  Returning  to  his  native  state  in  1854, 
he  brought  back  with  him  his  son  and  daugh- 
ter, but  death  claimed  him  two  wars  later.  In 
1838  our  subject  accompanied  his  paternal 
grandparents  to  Nemaha  county,  Neb.,  and 
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three  years  subsequently  death  again  entered  the 
family  and  took  away  the  grandfather.  The 
filial  youth  remained  with  his  grandmother  until 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  managing  the  home- 
stead. 

In  1866  W.  J.  Richardson  drove  to  the  western 
part  of  Nebraska,  and  for  a period  engaged  in 
supplying  passing  emigrants  and  scattered 
ranches  in  that  locality  with  vegetables  and  sup- 
plies. In  1867  he  invested  a portion  of  his  funds 
in  a fine  corn-shcller,  and  for  the  ensuing  fifteen 
vears  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  business 
of  threshing  and  shelling  corn  for 'the  public. 
In  the  meantime  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Nemaha  county,  and  also  purchased  property 
in  Peru,  where  he  made  his  home  with  his  aunt 
and  grandmother  until  his  marriage.  I11  1885  he 
removed  to  Richardson  county,  Neb.,  where  he 
operated  rented  land  about  five  years.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1890,  he  started  with  his  family  in  a wagon 
for  Oklahoma,  and  for  five  weeks  they  were  on 
the  southward  journey.  He  had  homesteaded 
a tract  of  land  here  the  previous  autumn,  and, 
arriving  at  his  destination,  camped  out  in  a 
tent  with  his  family  for  six  weeks,  in  the  mean- 
time building  a barn  and  his  present  house. 
Since  that  time  he  has  instituted  numerous  im- 
provements, which  have  greatly  increased  the 
value  of  the  place,  one  of  the  fine  features  of 
which  is  a large  grove.  In  1897  he  bought  the 
quarter-section  of  land  adjoining  his  homestead, 
and  in  1899  invested  in  another  tract  of  eighty 
acres.  In  addition  to  this  large  amount  of  land, 
he  leases  another  quarter-section.  For  the  past 
eight  years  he  has  handled  cattle  extensively, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a thoroughbred  horse. 

The  second  marriage  of  Air.  Richardson  took 
place  in  Nebraska  City,  June  6,  1867,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Aliss  S.  F.  Tevebaugh,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Lucinda  (Howe)  Teve- 
baugh. She  was  born  in  Jackson  countv.  Mo., 
and  when  she  was  in  her  fifteenth  year  removed 
to  the  west  with  her  parents,  her  father  finding 
abundant  employment  as  a contractor  and 
builder,  his  accustomed  line  of  work.  The  eldest 
child  of  our  subject  and  wife.  Grace,  died  No- 
vember .8,  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  vears.  The 
eldest  son,  Archibald,  was  born  in  Peru,  Neb., 
July  3,  1879:  Frances  was  born  on  her  parents' 
farm,  near  Peru,  September  11,  1881:  Samuel 
was  born  on  the  same  farm.  August  19.  1883: 
and  Andrew  1'.,  in  Richardson  countv,  Neb., 
June  5.  18S5. 

In  his  early  life,  Mr.  Richardson  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party,  but  of  late  vears 
has  been  independent  in  politics.  The  postoftice 
of  West  was  established  by  a pioneer  of  this 
locality,  named  West,  and  several  times  was  dis- 
continued, owing  to  its  small  patronage,  but 
finally  it  was  re-established  through  the  efforts 


of  our  subject,  in  December,  1893,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  served  as  postmaster. 


SIMON  STUDFBAKER.  Among  the  ener- 
getic citizens  worthy  of  being  numbered 
with  the  founders  of  Oklahoma  is  Simon 
Studebaker,  of  Logan  county.  As  his  name 
indicates,  he  sprang  from  the  sturdy  old  Penn- 
sylvania-German stock,  and  to  the  influence  of 
his  inherited  qualities,  rather  than  to  his  early 
advantages,  he  owes  the  greater  part  of  his  suc- 
cess-in life.  His  father,  Jacob  Studebaker.  was 
bereft  of  his  father  when  young,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Indians  taking  him  prisoner  and  then  kill- 
ing him.  Jacob  Studebaker  removed  from  the 
Keystone  state,  his  native  place,  subsequent  to 
his  marriage  to  Rebecca  Slusher,  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Darke  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
died  a few  years  later,  in  1848. 

The  birth  of  Simon  Studebaker  having  oc- 
curred in  1844,  he  was  thus  deprived  of  a father's 
care  at  the  tender  age  of  four  years,  and  six  years 
afterwards  his  mother  was  summoned  to  the 
silent  land.  The  birthplace  of  our  subject  was 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Richland,  Darke  county, 
Ohio,  and  for  several  years  after  he  was  or- 
phaned he  was  dependent  upon  his  brother  and 
sister.  He  remained  with  them  until  he  arrived 
at  maturity,  and,  owing  to  their  struggles  to  gain 
a livelihood,  they  had  small  opportunities  for  an 
education.  Our  subject  undoubtedlv  made  a 
wise  resolve  when  he  decided  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  the  west,  and  in  1871  he  located  a homestead 
in  township  6,  Saline  county,  Neb.  There  he 
continued  to  dwell  for  a score  of  years,  in  the 
meantime  meeting  with  fair  success,  and  greatly 
increasing  the  value  of  the  farm.  In  1891  lie 
came  to  Logan  county,  and  bought  the  north- 
eastern quarter  of  section  18,  townshio  16.  range 
3 west.  Very  little  had  been  done  in  the  wav  of 
improvements  here,  the  most  being  a cabin 
14x16  feet.  The  new  proprietor  at  once  began 
building  barns  and  fences  and  instituting  various 
ehanges  for  the  better.  A finely  kept  vineyard 
and  orchard  are  not  the  least  among  the  charms 
of  this  flourishing  farm,  and  a good  income  is 
derived  from  honey,  which  product  is  quite 
scarce  in  this  loealitv. 

September  27,  1868,'  Mr.  Studebaker  an  1 

Sophia  Plessinger  were  united  in  marriage,  in 
Darke  county,  ( )hio.  She  is  a daughter  of  David 
and  Elizabeth  Plessinger,  who  were  originallv 
from  Pennsylvania.  Two  brothers  of  Mrs.  Stude- 
baker survive,  namely:  William  and  Warren, 
and  she  has  one  sister,  Clarice.  Their  eldest 
child,  June  F.,  is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Thorn, 
a well-to-do  farmer  of  Cedar  township.  Logan 
county.  Bertha,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  is 
visiting  friends  in  California.  William  L.  and 
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Frank  C.  arc  enterprising  farmers,  the  former 
owning  a homestead  in  (freer  county,  Okla.,  and 
the  latter  being  engaged  in  labors  in  this  locality. 
Verne,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  at  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  Studebaker  is  independent  in 
his  views,  and,  in  accordance  with  his  convic- 
tions of  dutv,  he  gives  his  ballot  to  the  man  and 
platform  which  he  deems  best  calculated  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  times,  regardless  of  party 
lines.  He  is  a friend  to  education  and  every- 
thing having  the  spirit  of  progress,  and  loyally 
he  performs  his  part  in  his  own  community. 


WII.  SNOOK.  Among  the  many  who 
have  come  to  Oklahoma  to  retrieve  their 
fortunes,  and  who  have,  in  a measure, 
realized  their  expectations,  may  be  mentioned 
Mr.  Snook,  who  first  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
territory  in  March  of  1890.  The  previous  Sep- 
tember he  had  succeeded  in  purchasing  land  on 
section  17,  which  was  absolutely  without  im- 
provements, and  he  at  once  began  to  develop 
the  resources  of  the  soil,  until  he  finally  had  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  under  cultivation.  A 
good  orchard  was  set  out.  and  included  among 
the  trees  were  eight  hundred  apple  trees,  while 
others  were  pear,  peach,  and  apricot,  and  there 
were,  besides,  many  small  fruits.  In  1893  Mr. 
Snook  sold  his  claim  and  bought  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  17,  which  was,  unlike  the 
original  purchase,  improved.  After  a residence 
here  of  four  years,  he  repurchased  the  first 
claim,  making  in  all  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land.  To  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  his  farms  he  devotes  his  entire  time,  and 
this  in  a measure  accounts  for  his  great  success. 
A specialty  is  made  of  wheat,  and  an  annual 
crop  of  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred acres  is  raised,  with  an  average  of  from 
twenty-two  to  twenty-five  bushels  to  the  acre. 
Mr.  Snook  also  deals  extensively  in  cattle,  and 
has  one  hundred  head,  also  eighty  Poland-China 
hogs.  To  facilitate  the  raising  of  cattle,  there 
are  two  good  wells  on  the  place  and  plenty  of 
good  pasture. 

Mr.  Snook  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1852, 
and  is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  born  in  Germany  of  Scotch  parentage, 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Pennsvlvania, 
where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  The  father 
of  \Y.  IT.  was  Nolen  I*.  Snook,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  who,  in  1861,  moved  to  Michigan,  where  he 
lived  for  nine  years.  Thence  he  went  to  Macon 
county,  Mo.,  where  he  died  after  nine  years  of 
residence,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven.  He  was  a 
farmer  during  the  years  of  activity,  and  suc- 
cessfully conducted  a remunerative  farm.  His 
wife,  Caroline  ( ( < 10k  ) Sn<  u >k,  was  born  in  1 .ehigh 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  the  mother  of  six  children, 


five  of  whom  are  living,  and  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  oldest.  The  others  are:  Howard,  who  i> 
living  in  Kansas;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Moses 
Collins;  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Max  Col- 
lins, and  lives  in  Garfield  county,  Okla.;  and 
Jerry,  whose  home  is  in  Grant  county,  ( )kla. 

The  early  life  of  \Y.  H.  Snook  was  practicallv 
uneventful,  and  the  counterpart  of  the  average 
country-reared  boy.  In  1878  he  went  with  nis 
two  brothers,  Howard  and  Jerry,  to  Ottawa 
county,  Kans.,  where  they  homesteaded  a claim 
on  government  land,  upon  which  they  lived  for 
several  years.  Eventually  the  claim  was  pur- 
chased from  the  state,  and  the  enterprising  boys 
resorted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
often  having  as  many  as  one  hundred  and  fittv 
head  of  cattle.  The  first  independent  undertak- 
ing of  \Y.  II-.  Snook  was  at  the  opening  of  the 
Oklahoma  strip,  when  he  located  on  his  present 
claim  in  Sherman  township,  Kingfisher  county. 

In  1880  Mr.  Snook  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Alwilda  Stetler.  and  of  this  union  there  are 
four  children:  Wellington,  Estella,  Anna  and 

Fern.  Mr.  Snook’s  political  inclinations  are  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  he  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker.  At  the  earnest  solicitations  of 
friends,  he  has,  however,  consented  to  serve  on 
the  school  board.  The  family  are  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Church  at  Lyon  Valley, 
and  he  has  for  years  been  class  leader.  He  is  re- 
garded as  an  enterprising  and  progressive  mem- 
ber of  his  township,  and  lias  shown  a ready 
willingness  to  aid  in  forwarding  all  that  tends  to 
the  improvement  of  the  locality  in  which  he 
lives. 


ALLEN  KNOX.  On  his  finely  improved 
farm  located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  5,  Union  township,  Kingfisher 
county,  Mr.  Knox  has  realized  many  of  his  ex- 
pectations in  regard  to  a successful  agricultural 
life.  He  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Iowa, 
and  is  a son  of  James  Knox,  a native  of  Butler 
county,  Ohio.  James  Knox  went  to  Iowa  in  an 
early  day  and  located  on  government  land,  where 
he  lived  for  twenty-one  years,  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  In  1874  he  settled  in 
Cowley  county,  Kans.,  where  he  died  in  1884. 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  He  was  a farmer  during 
all  the  years  of  his  activity,  and  made  a substan- 
tial impression  upon  the  localities  in  which  his 
lot  was  cast.  ITis  wife,  formerly  Julia  Des  Corn- 
bus,  was  the  mother  of  nine  children.  The  fol- 
lowing are  living:  Frank,  a farmer  in  Union 

township;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Moore; 
Allen,  of  Union  township;  Flora,  who  is  mar- 
ried to  F.  M.  Guinn:  and  William,  a farmer  in 
the  Che\ rime  countrv. 

From  Montgomery  county.  Iowa,  at  the  age  of 
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twelve,  Allen  Knox  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Kansas,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  re- 
ceived the  greater  part  of  his  education.  Until 
his  father’s  death  he  farmed  in  Cowley  county. 
In  1884  he  moved  to  Stafford  county,  Ivans., 
and  bought  railroad  land,  which  he  at  once  began 
to  improve,  and  upon  which  he  lived  until  the 
opening  of  Oklahoma.  April  22,  1889,  he  made 
the  run  from  Buffalo  Springs,  and  located  on  the 
claim  which  has  since  been  his  home.  The  land 
was  covered  with  timber,  which  necessitated  a 
great  deal  of  hard  work  and  steady  application 
to  duty,  but  for  which  the  results  were  ample 
reward.  During  the  first  summer,  in  lieu  of  bet- 
ter accommodations,  Mr.  Knox  lived  in  his 
wagon.  At  the  present  time  eighty-five  acres 
have  been  cleared,  and  a small  orchard  set  out, 
which  contains  a number  of  kinds  of  fruits.  Mr. 
Knox  is  much  interested  in  cattle-raising,  and 
keeps  on  hand  a good-sized  herd  of  cattle.  A 
source  of  revenue  also  is  the  high-grade  regis1 
tered  hogs,  which  are  among  the  finest  in  the 
township. 

In  1884  Mr.  Knox  married  Anna  Bailey,  of 
Missouri,  and  she  is  the  mother  of  six  children: 
Bessie,  Elya,  Earl.  Ira:  Ralph,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  weeks;  and  a little  five-weeks-old 
daughter.  In  politics  Mr.  Knox  is  a member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  township  committee,  but  refused  to  serve, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  takes 
much  interest  in  local  politics.  A self-made  man, 
who  began  his  life  in  Oklahoma  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ladder,  he  has,  while  associating  with  his 
fellow-townsmen,  gained  their  respect  and  good 
will,  and  is  accounted  a reliable  citizen. 


CHARLES  MOORE.  Previous  to  coming 
to  Waukomis  in  the  fall  of  1893  Air.  Moore 
had  occasion  to  become  very  familiar  with 
the  business  and  other  conditions  of  a number 
"f  cities  in  the  extreme  eastern,part  of  the  coun- 
ty'-. Born  in  New  York  City  in  1846,  he  was  the 
•-"ii  of  Joel  [Moore,  a prominent  [Methodist  cler- 
gyman, who  went  to  California  in  1849  and  car- 
Med  his  gospel  of  light  to  the  vast  annv  of  gold- 
seekers  then  assembling.  His  wife  died  when 
■vr  son  Charles  was  but  a babe,  and  when  he 
had  reached  his  tenth  year  he  was  bound  out  to  a 
■ iniily  of  Shakers  at  Mount  Lebanon,  X.  Y.. 
i'h  whom  he  lived  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 

M ith  the  call  to  arms  in  1 86 r he  enlisted  in 
( ompany  K.  Eighth  [Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
■ ‘ ■ 1 d served  for  eighteen  months.  During  this 
■ 1 ' n e he  was  with  Con.  Lew  Wallace’s  brigade. 
C hen  Early  burned  the  bridge,  the  regulars 
! ">>ed  the  river  at  1 lavre  de  ( .race  on  the  lloat- 
:i.g  burning  remains.  Air.  Moore  was  mustered 
1:, 


out  of  service  at  Boston  Common  in  the  fall  of 
1864,  and  immediately  located  at  Pittsfield,  [Mass. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  he  went  to  Meriden,  Conn., 
where  he  remained  until  1872,  and  during  that 
time  he  learned  his  trade.  He  then  took  up  his 
residence  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  but  two  years  later, 
in  1874,  returned  to  Meriden,  where  lie  repre- 
sented the  interests  of  the  Wilson  and  White 
Organ  Company.  In  1885  he  entered  Eastman's 
Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from 
which  he  graduated  the  same  year. 

Air.  [Moore’s  next  venture  was  in  Harper 
county,  Ivans.,  where,  in  the  town  of  Anthony, 
he  opened  a music  business  on  a large  scale  and 
also  handled  musical  instruments.  Later,  in 
Stevens  county,  Ivans.,  he  became  interested  in 
the  loan  and  abstract  business.  In  the  fall  of 
1887  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  and  served 
during  the  famous  fight  as  to  the  location  of  the 
county  seat.  He  took  a strong  stand  for  its  re- 
tention in  the  old  place  and  his  side  was  vic- 
torious in  the  contest.  Some  of  the  results  of 
the  fight  were  dire  to  contemplate,  five  men  hav- 
ing been  killed  in  No  Man’s  Land  (now  called 
Beaver  county),  and  thirty  were  indicted  by  the 
United  States  federal  court  in  Texas.  Six  of 
these  were  convicted,  but  finally  released.  Dur- 
ing the  long  and  bitter  struggle,  [Mr.  [Moore,  by 
the  exercise  of  his  natural  tact  and  forbearance, 
succeeded  in  keeping  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
opposing  factions,  and  his  good  management 
won  him  the  distinction  of  having  charge  of  the 
companies  who  were  called  out  to  preserve  the 
order  of  the  town.  He  remained  here  until  1893, 
when  he  made  the  run  from  the  south  line  and 
located  his  claim  on  Red  Rock,  northeast  of 
Enid. 

During  the  same  fall  Mr.  [Moore  moved  into 
Waukomis  and  built  the  first  store  in  the  city, 
and  in  the  spring  laid  in  a complete  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise,  suitable  for  the  increased  re- 
quirements of  a growingtown.  Plis  success  in  the 
same  line  of  work,  to  which  he  has  since  devoted 
his  entire  time,  has  been  indeed  gratifving,  and 
he  has  the  satisfaction  of  having  won  the  confi- 
dence of  the  business  and  social  community,  and 
a corresponding  lucrative  trade.  In  1898  he 
added  fifty  feet  to  his  original  store,  making  the 
dimensions  of  the  present  structure  100x25  feet, 
and  this  space  enables  him  to  carry  the  largest 
stock  in  the  city. 

In  1895  Mr.  [Moore  married  Edith  Campbell, 
from  Woodward.,  his  former  deputy  in  Stevens 
county,  Kans.  Of  this  union  there  are  two  chil- 
dren, Charles  Moore,  Jr.,  and  Nellie.  [Mr.  [Moore 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  town  of  Wau- 
komis. He  is  a member  of  the  school  board  and 
the  present  clerk  of  said  board,  lie  is  also  a 
member  of  the  county  central  committee.  In 
the  fall  of  1894  lie  was  a candidate  for  countv 


. 


- 


3°4 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


commissioner  of  Garfield  countv.  During  his 
residence  in  Stevens  county,  Ivans.,  he  was  nom- 
inated for  the  legislature  and  was  defeated  by 
Judge  Drew,  a Populist,  by  only  thirty-five  votes, 
running  considerably  ahead  of  his  ticket. 


BENTON  STATES,  whose  well-conducted 
claim  is  located  on  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  18,  Skeleton  township.  Kingfisher 
county,  came  to  Oklahoma,  July  i8.  1889,  from 
Lane  county,  Ivans.  He  was  born  in  Ray  county, 
Mo.,  in  1867,  and  is  a son  of  John  States,  a native 
of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  in 
1843.  When  a boy  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  he  went 
to  Missouri  with  a brother,  and  undertook  his 
own  support.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  enlisted 
in  the  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  Captain 
Turner,  and  served  for  three  years  and  three 
months  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  being  later  at- 
tached to  the  regiment  of  General  Rosecrans,  in 
the  southwest.  Pie  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Pea  Ridge,  Mo. ; Lexington,  and  many  minor 
skirmishes.  His  war  experience  was  rendered 
particularly  sad  owing  to  the  death  of  his  brother 
Daniel  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  where  he 
was  blown  to  pieces  by  the  artillery. 

After  receivinghonorable  discharge  at  Spring- 
field,  Mo.,  Mr.  States  went  to  Leavenworth, 
Ivans.,  and  there  joined  a freighting  expedition 
headed  for  Denver,  Colo.,  with  which  he  re- 
mained for  about  a year,  going  then  to  Rav 
county,  Mo.  P'ntil  1885  he  gave  his  attention 
to  general  farming,  but  at  that  time  moved  his 
family  to  Lane  county,  Ivans.,  and  homesteaded 
a claim  on  government  land,  upon  which  he  lived 
until  the  spring  of  1889.  With  others  equallv 
ambitious,  he  made  the  run  from  Buffalo 
Springs  into  Kingfisher  county,  and  settled  on 
the  farm  to  which  his  son  filed  a claim  the 
following  July.  Here  was  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  he  died  May  29,  1892.  After 
coming  to  Oklahoma,  he  was  converted  to  the 
Church  of  Christ,  and  was  thereafter  active  in 
religious  work.  Pie  was  a progressive  and  in- 
dustrious man,  and  a firm  believer  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party.  His  wife,  Mirant 
(Mclvown)  States,  was  born  in  Rav  countv.  Mo.-, 
and  became  the  mother  of  five  children,  viz.: 
Benton:  Oliver,  who  is  a farmer  in  Garfield 
county;  Edward,  living  in  Reno  countv.  Ivans.: 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  Parnell:  and 
George,  a farmer  in  this  township.  After  being 
left  a widow,  Mrs.  States  took  a claim  in  Gar- 
field county,  at  the  opening  of  the  strip  in  1893. 
This  she  improved,  and  upon  it  she  remained 
until  her  death  in  1898.  at  the  age  of  fiftv-two 
years. 

Benton  States  grew  to  manhood  in  Missouri, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 


Ilis  first  independent  venture  was  the  filing  of 
the  claim  in  Oklahoma  upon  which  his  father 
had  previously  located.  He  at  once  began  its 
systematic  improvement,  and  worked  his  wav 
up  from  the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder  to  a posi- 
tion in  the  community,  and  a high  standing 
among  the  agriculturists  of  the  locality.  In  the 
winter  of  1889  he  was  selected  by  the  citizens  of 
Lvon  valley  to  open  the  first  schoolhouse  in  the 
northern  part  of  Kingfisher,  and  he  taught  the 
school  for  a four-months’  term.  His  work  was 
so  satisfactory  that  it  secured  his  re-election, 
and  he  continued  in  the  same  line  of  work  for 
the  four  following  terms.  This  was  followed  by 
two  terms  of  teaching  at  Spring  Valley.  He 
began  teaching  on  a third-grade  certificate,  and 
by  dint  of  study  and  continued  hard  work  he 
now  has  a' first-grade  certificate,  with  a general 
average  of  ninety-three  per  cent. 

P'or  the  last  two  years  Mr.  States  has  devoted 
his  entire  time  to  the  improvement  of  his  claim, 
and  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  In 
politics  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party 
and  has  filled  several  important  local  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  township  trustee,  and  township 
clerk,  each  for  one  term.  He  was  married,  in 
1897,  to  Cleo  Stout,  a former  pupil.  To  this 
couple  have  been  born  two  children:  Anna  G. 
and  Mary  Iva.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Christian  Union,  and  Mr. 
States  has  for  three  years  been  Sunday  school 
superintendent  of  the  Lyon  Valiev  Church.  Pie 
takes  an  active  part  in  all  religious  matters,  and 
is  prominently  connected  with  enterprises  insti- 
tuted for  the  upbuilding  of  the  locality. 


S SIMEON  TRACY.  Many  a man  appears 
to  have  luck  on  his  side,  and,  as  the  wise 
old  saying  words  it,  “it  is  better  to  be  born 
lucky  than  rich,”  but  the  pluck  that  is  not  dis- 
mayed at  one  piece  of  bad  luck  after  another  is 
best  of  all,  and  certainly  will  win  in  the  end. 
Thus  it  w ill  be  seen  in  tracing  the  historv  of  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  no  one  reading  of  his  struggles 
against  adversity  can  envy  him  his  well-earned 
success. 

The  parents  of  this  gentleman  were  Vezv  and 
Millie  (Reeves)  Tracy,  natives  of  Kentucky. 
When  they  were  young,  however,  thev  became 
citizens  of  Montgomery  county.  Inch,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  voung- 
est  of  their  five  children  was  S.  S.  Tracy,  who 
was  born  in  Montgomery  county  December  3, 
i860,  and  when  he  was  only  five  years  old  his 
mother  died.  The  father  subsequently  married 
again,  and  our  subject  continued  to  reside  under 
their  roof,  giving  his  time  and  labor  to  his  father. 
Indeed,  he  received  little  besides  his  fixing  until 
he  was  twentv-tive  vears  old.  when  his  lather's 
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tliatli  occurred,  and  it  was  found  that  he  had  left 
nothing  to  the  young  man. 

For  two  years  longer  Mr.  Tracy  remained  on 
the  old  homestead,,  assisting  in  getting  his 
father's  business  affairs  adjusted,  and  tints  he 
was  fully  twenty-seven  years  old  when  he  went 
out  into  the  world,  empty-handed.  Believing 
that  better  opportunities  are  afforded  young  men 
in  thewest.he  went  to  Chautauqua  county,  Mans., 
where  lie  worked  by  the  day  or  month  at  what- 
ever he  could  find  to  do,  whereby  he  could  earn 
;m  honest  livelihood.  Learning  of  the  proposed 
opening  of  the  fertile  territory  of  Oklahoma  to 
white  settlers,  he  made  his  plans,  and.  driving  a 
team  for  another  man,  he  arrived  at  the  eastern 
border  line  to  await  the  hour  of  the  legal  "open 
door."  Both  he  and  his  employer  left  the 
wagons  and  made  the  run  into  the  promised  land, 
but  neither  one  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure 
land,  and,  having  returned  to  their  teams,  they 
next  tried  to  obtain  a town  site  in  Guthrie.  Ar- 
riving there,  they  camped,  as  they  supposed,  in  a 
street,  but  it  transpired  that  they  were  on  a lot. 
and  this  entitled  them  to  the  claim.  Not  caring 
for  his,  as  it  was  not  near  the  center  of  the  town, 
Mr.  Tracy  sold  his  land  for  $10. 

In  May,  after  looking  around  considerably,  he 
bought  his  present  homestead  on  the  southeast- 
ern quarter  of  section  29,  township  iS.  range  1 
west,  paying  $30  for  the  same.  He  had  but  little 
money,  and  for  a long  time  was  glad  to  work  for 
neighbors,  in  order  to  have  the  means  for  im- 
proving his  farm.  He  erected  a small  log  cabin, 
which  is  yet  standing,  and  which  sheltered  him 
for  two  or  more  years.  As  he  owned  no  team, 
he  worked  for  a farmer  when  he  needed  to  use  a 
team,  and  thus  took  his  payment.  The  first  sea- 
son he  planted  about  twelve  acres  of  land  with 
cotton,  which  was  thriving  until  a September  hail- 
storm laid  it  low,  so  that  he  obtained  only  a bale 
and  a half  in  return  for  all  his  labor.  The  following 
year  he  . again  raised  twelve  acres  of  cotton  and 
also  had  twenty  acres  of  corn.  This  time  he  met 
with  fair  success  in  his  undertaking,  and,  buving 
a team  on  time,  he  harvested  his  cotton  and  corn. 
1 Inis,  beginning  in  a humble  way,  he  graduallv 
worked  his  way  upward  to  a competence,  and 
now  everything  promises  well  for  the  future. 
By  diligence  and  indefatigable  labor  lie  has  de- 
veloped his  homestead  into  a neat  and  attractive 
country-seat,  and  his  orchards,  buildings  and 
fences  are  well  kept.  For  a period  his  family 
dwelt  in  a humble  dug-out,  but  in  1897  the}’  took 
up  their  abode  in  a substantial  frame  house,  iqx 
it)  feet  in  dimensions. 

< )n  Christmas  day,  1891,  Mr.  Tracy  married 
Miss  Lydia  Belle  Ellison,  of  this  countv.  She 
is  a native  of  Lincoln  countv.  Neb.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Marion  E.  and  Marv  tBohm  Elli- 
son, who  have  been  residents  of  this  territorv 


since  1889.  The  four  children  who  bless  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  w ife  are  named,  respect- 
ively: Sumner,  Millie,  Lillie  and  Dewey. 

Politically  Air.  Tracy  is  a Democrat,  but  finds 
little  time  for  public  affairs,  save  to  perform  his 
full  duty  as  a citizen.  He  is  a meynber  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  his  wife  and  children  are 
regular  attendants  upon  the  services  at  the  local 
organization  of  this  religious  body. 


WILLIAM  THOMSON.  Upon  his  finely 
improved  and  well-conducted  farm,  lo- 
cated on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
31,  Cimarron  township,  Kingfisher  county,  Mr. 
Thomson  has,  in  a measure,  reaped  the  reward 
that  follows  in  the  wake  of  those  who  are  indus- 
trious, enterprising,  and  who  use  practical  com- 
mon sense  in  dealing  with  the  every-day  prob- 
lems of  life.  He  has  known  how  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  splendid  opportunities  in  the  new  ter- 
ritory, and  has  thus  turned  them  to  the  best 
possible  advantage.  His  farm  is  second  to  none 
in  the  locality;  the  homelike  aspect  produced  by 
the  prevailing  air  of  neatness  and  thrift,  and  the 
finely  constructed  house,  with  its  comfortable 
and  modern  furnishings,  contribute,  not  only 
to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  are  privileged  to 
make  it  their  horne,  but  appeal  as  well  to  the 
credit  of  the  community  at  large. 

The  Thomson  family  is  "of  Scotch  descent. 
William  Thomson  was  born  in  Peoria  county, 
111.,  October  12.  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Margaret  (Cation)  Thomson,  born,  respect- 
ively, in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  Scotland. 
Thomas  Thomson  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1830,  settling  in  Illinois,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  was  a general  farmer  and 
plasterer  by  trade,  and  a successful  man  in  the 
carrying  out  of  his  occupations.  His  farm  was 
extremely  wild  when  he  first  purchased  it,  and 
there  were  but  a few  houses  between  his  home  in 
Peoria  county  and  Chicago.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Thom- 
son were  born  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing survive:  Alargaret,  the  wife  of  Alatthew 
Afurdock,  of  Logan  county.  Okla.;  Elizabeth, 
who  is  married  to  W.  II.  Cornwell,  of  Pontiac. 
111.:  William:  Agnes,  now  Airs.  James  Baxter: 
David,  who  lives  at  Storm  Lake,  Iowa:  Samuel, 
living  in  Chicago:  John,  and  Thomas,  who  live 
in  Garfield  county,  Okla.  The  mother  is  living 
with  her  son  John  in  Garfield  county.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  William  Cation,  came  from 
Scotland  to  the  Cnited  States  in  1830.  and  settled 
near  Peoria,  111.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  lie  married  Alargaret  Paul  in  Scotland, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Airs.  Thomson;  James,  who  is 


- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


306 

living  in  Illinois;  Thomas,  living  in  Allen  county, 
Kans.;  and  Agnes,  who  is  the  wife  of  James 
Robinson,  of  Glasgow,  Scotland. 

William  Thomson  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Peoria  county,  and  received  his 
education  at  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  went  to  Livingston  county,  and  soon 
after' bought  a farm,  which  he  conducted  for  a 
time,  then  carried  on  a mercantile  business  at 
Graymont,  111.,  for  about  two  years.  In  1891  he 
sold  tint  and  removed  to  Nebraska,  where  he 
drilled  wells,  but  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
located  in  Brown  county,  Kans.,  in  the  town  of 
Horton,  remaining  there  nearly  two  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1892,  leaving  his  family  in  Kansas,  he 
came  to  Oklahoma,  and  bought  the  farm  upon 
which  he  has  since  lived,  and  for  which  he  paid 
$1,100.  The  following  spring  his  family  came 
to  the  territory,  and  in  the  spring  of  1893  he 
built  the  large  house,  which,  at  the  time,  had  not 
its  equal  for  size  in  the  county.  The  first  year  the 
crops  were  fairly  satisfactory,  and  consisted  of 
two  thousand  bushels  of  wheat.  The  orchard  is 
in  a flourishing  condition,  and  is  planted  with 
five  hundred  trees. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  married  in  Illinois  May 
30,  1882,  to  Margaret  LI.  Gallagher,  and  they  are 
giving  a home  to  an  adopted  son.  In  politics 
Mr.  Thomson  is  a Republican.  With  his  family, 
he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  contributes  generously  towards  its 
support.  He  is  deserving  of  all  the  credit  which 
his  friends  and  fellow-citizens  readily  accord 
him.. 


ICLIAEL  WHITE,  one  of  the  wide-awake 
business  men  of  Guthrie,  is  a native  of 
West  Virginia,  his  birth  having  taken  place 
in  Lewis  county  August  31,  1842.  He  is  the 
eldest  born  of  Thomas  and  Esther  (Eustice) 
White,  who  were  natives  of  County  Roscom- 
mon, Ireland,  and  Lewis  county,  W.  Ya.,  respect- 
ively. The  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  set- 
tled in  Virginia  in  1837.  ] le  became  a well-to-do 
farmer  and  was  respected  by  all  of  his  neighbors 
and  acquaintances.  Seven  of  his  nine  children 
attained  maturity  and  six  of  the  number  are  liv- 
ing to-day. 

Prior  to  the  Civil  war  Mr.  White  followed  the 
usual  peaceful  vocations  of  a country  lad,  and 
when  the  war  came  on  his  knowledge  of  his  own 
state  and  the  Old  Dominion  made  his  services  as 
a scout  of  great  value,  and  he  was  thus  employed 
for  a long  time.  In  1865  he  came  west  to  Kan- 
sas, and,  locating  in  Lawrence,  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  lime,  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law.  In  1 868  he  embarked  in  the 
same  line  of  business  on  his  own  account,  in  To- 
peka, and  continued  to  be  thus  activelv  emploved 


until  the  Centennial  year.  At  that  time  lie  com- 
menced taking  and  executing  contracts  for 
contracting  and  building,  and,  among  numerous 
other  structures  which  he  supervised  while  they 
were  irt  process  of  erection,  the  Grant  school, 
many  substantial  business  blocks  and  private 
homes  stand  yet  as  a monument  to  his  skill.  For 
six  years  he  then  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
exclusively  to  the  construction  of  bridges  in 
Shawnee  county.  In  1890  lie  located  in  Wash- 
ington county,  l ex.,  where  he  was  in  charge  of 
a stone-crushing  plant  for  the  Santa  he  Railroad. 
In  the  autumn  of  1891  he  came  to  Guthrie,  and 
since  then  has  been  contracting  for  brick  and 
stone  work  for  buildings,  and  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  laying  of  brick  and  flagging  side- 
walks. He  built  the  Guthrie  Opera-house,  the 
Oswego  block  and  many  other  fine  public  and 
business  buildings  and  the  foundations  for  scores 
of  others.  According  to  the  county  specifications 
for  bridges,  he  has  erected  the  masonry  for  a 
number  of  bridges  throughout  this  county,  and 
has  given  entire  satisfaction.  He  affords  em- 
ployment to  a number  of  workmen  and  is  highly- 
regarded  by  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings. 

Politically  Mr.  "White  is  a stanch  believer  in 
the  merits  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  County  Central  committee  and 
belongs  to  the  executive  committee  of  that  bodv. 
In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic. 

While  a resident  of  Lawrence,  Ivans..  Air. 
White  married  Miss  Mary  Keefe,,  a native  of 
Ireland.  Their  eldest  child,  Edmond,  a graduate 
of  Pond’s  Business  College,  in  Topeka,  is  an 
insurance  man  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Nellie,  also 
a graduate  of  the  college  mentioned,  is  a book- 
keeper for  a thriving  business  house  of  Topeka. 
Mary  and  Julietta  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 


GEORGE  DEAN.  From  a sterile  and 
cheerless  prairie  claim  on  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  2,  township  18.  range  7, 
Center  township,  Air.  Dean  has  evolved,  by  dint 
of  untiring  energy  and  practical  faith  in  the  pos- 
sibilities of  his  land,  a farm  the  equal  of  which  it 
were  hard  to  find,  for  many  miles  around,  in 
Kingfisher  county. 

After  a youth  and  early  manhood  spent  011  his 
father’s  farm  in  Randolph  county,  111.,  and  an 
education  received  in  the  district  schools,  Mr. 
Dean,  who  is  a son  of  John  and  Jane  (Burns) 
Dean,  went  to  Texas,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
and.  after  a year  of  prospecting,  located,  in  1882. 
in  Kansas.  As  a means  of  livelihood  lie  assisted 
various  farmers  of  the  state  in  their  farm  work, 
and  after  two  years  returned  to  his  native  cotmtv 
in  Illinois.  In  1888  he  made  a trip  to  the  far 
west,  visiting  Washington  territorv,  and  engag- 
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jn in  the  lumbering  business  until  the  opening 
of  the  Oklahoma  strip  in  1889.  With  the  vast 
army  of  other  seekers  for  homes  he  made  the 
run  on  the  memorable  22d  of  April,  and  filed  the 
claim  to  the  land  which  has  since  been  the  scene 
of  the  success  of  his  life. 

As  a preliminary,  Mr.  Dean  at  once  erected  a 
small  cabin,  and  dug  a well,  and,  to  assist  in  the 
financial  aid  necessary  for  the  further  develop- 
ment of  his  property,  spent  the  first  two  summers 
in  Kansas,  working  in  the  harvest  field.  The 
first  Oklahoma  crops  planted  by  Mr.  Dean  were 
put  in  the  ground  in  1892,  and  consisted  of  corn 
and  wheat,  of  which  there  was  an  abundant 
yield.  At  the  present  time  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  are  under  cultivation,  and  a ten-acre  or- 
chard has  come  up  to  all  expectations.  The  fine 
quality  of  peaches  is  especially  worthy  of  men- 
tion, as  are  the  invariably  excellent  corn  and 
wheat  crops.  A large  herd  of  hogs  and  numer- 
ous horses  and  cattle  show  evidences  of  careful 
raising,  and,  unlike  many  farmers  of  the  locality, 
Mr.  Dean  feeds  his  animals  in  the  winter  time. 
To  .add  to  the  comfort  of  the  family,  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  place,  and  to  the  credit  ot  the 
community,  there  is  the  large  brick  house,  which 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
complete  of  any  north  of  the  Cimarron  river. 

Mrs.  Dean  was  formerly  Nora  Snyder,  a 
daughter  of  John  Snyder,  this  township.  The 
children  of  their  union  are  John  and  Annie.  It 
is  generally  conceded  that  Mr.  Dean  is  entitled 
to  a vast  amount  of  credit  for  attaining  to  the 
reliable  position  which  he  occupied  in  the  minds 
of  his  fellow-townsmen.  In  1889  he  had  little  to 
depend  upon  save  his  own  unaided  ability  and 
perseverance,  which  have  been  turned  to  the 
best  possible  account,  as  evinced  by  his  splen- 
didly improved  and  well  managed  place  of  resi- 
dence. 


RANDOLPH  IP  FORREST,  an  influential 
member  of  the  El  Reno  bar,  and  a promi- 
nent factor  in  local  judicial  and  legal  mat- 
ters, was  born  in  Scioto  coifnty,  Ohio,  October 
20,  1850.  His  parents,  Joseph  H.  and  Yanceline 
(Vance)  Forrest,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Guernsey  county  and  Belmont  county,  Ohio. 
Both  the  Forrests  and  the  Vances  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  \ irginia.  As  civilization 
advanced  they  crowded  to  the  front  among 
the  hardy  frontiersmen  who  drove  back  the  sav- 
ages and  converted  the  wilderness  into  harvest 
fields.  The  ancestry  of  the  famous  Confederate 
General  Forrest,  members  of  the  same  familv, 
settled  in  Tennessee  in  1808.  Archibald  For- 
rest, father  of  Joseph  IT.  Forrest,  settled  in 
Guernsey  county  in  1809,  where  he  was  a suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  reared  a family  of  children 


who  were  a credit  to  themselves  and  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  lived.  He  was  a soldier  of 
the  war  of  1812.  He  was  of  Scotch-Presbyterian 
lineage.  His  death  occurred  in  Guernsey  county 
in  1857. 

In  1851  Joseph  II.  Forrest  settled  in  DeWitt 
county,  111.,  of  which  he  was  a pioneer,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Waynesville,  but  later  moved  over  the 
line  to  Logan  county  and  made  his  home  in 
Atlanta.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a soldier 
on  the  side  of  the  Union,  his  services  continuing 
for  three  years.  In  his  family,  born  to  Yanceline 
Forrest,  who  died  near  Waynesville  in  .1853, 
there  are  now  two  children,  R.  B.  and  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Stevenson,  of  Arkansas. 

The  childhood  of  R.  B.  Forrest  was  passed  in 
Illinois  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  was  uneventful, 
being  surrounded  by  the  usual  hardships  and  in- 
fluences incident  to  the  life  of  the  average  farm- 
er’s son.  More  fortunate  than  many  in  his 
opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education,  he 
studied  diligently  at  the  district  schools,  and  the 
High  School  of  Atlanta,  after  which  he  took  a 
course  in  the  Illinois  State  Normal  School.  For 
two  years  he  taught  school  in  Logan  county, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  newspaper  work  in 
Lincoln,  editing  and  publishing  the  Logan 
County  Journal,  the  name  of  which  was  after- 
ward changed  to  The  Times.  During  1873-74 
he  was  engaged  in  this  enterprise,  but  discontin- 
ued it  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  law  under  Sea- 
son & Blinn,  of  Lincoln. 

I11  June  of  1876,  Mr.  Forrest  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois, 
and  at  once  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Lin- 
coln, 111.,  having  as  his  partner  Edmund  Lynch. 
After  an  association  of  three  years,  he  conducted 
an  independent  practice.  In  1880  he  had  so  far 
distinguished  himself  as  to  win  the  approval 
and  appreciation  of  the  community,  and  he  was 
elected  state's  attorney  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  This  position  he  held  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  resumed  a general  practice.  I11 
1885  he  changed  his  location  to  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  In  1893  he  came  to  El  Reno,  where  he 
has  been  successful  to  a gratifying  degree.  In 
1894-95  he  was  a member  of  the  committee  on 
statehood,  representing  the  interests  of  Okla- 
homa at  Washington. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Forrest  took  place  in 
Logan  county,  111.,  in  1872,  and  united  him  with 
Mary  E.  Randolph,  of  that  county.  Her  father, 
W.  H.  Randolph,  was  born  in  1819,  and  settled 
in  Logan  county  in  1829.  He  was  a member  of 
an  old  Virginia  family.  Fie  died  at  his  home 
in  Kenney,  111.,  in  November,  1899.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Forrest  have  been  born  three  children: 
Gertrude,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  F.  Trader,  of 
Kenney,  111.;  Alma,  who  is  married  to  S.  A. 
Mann,  of  Salt  Lake  City;  and  Randolph  J.,  a 
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member  of  the  class  of  1903,  University  of  Okla- 
homa at  Norman. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Forrest  are 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  respected  by 
his  party  associates  for  his  loyalty  to  party  in- 
terests. He  regards  fidelity  as  the  highest  of 
virtues,  and  its  breach  by  an  acknowledged 
friend  is  to  him  unpardonable.  He  has  never 
sought  political  promotion,  though  he  has  twice 
been  prominently,  mentioned  as  candidate  for 
Congress.  At  the  Democratic  convention  of 
1900  he  could  easily  have  been  nominated,  but 
declined  to  make  the  race  unless  the  Demo- 
cratic party  should  name  the  candidate  without 
going  into  a joint  convention  with  the  People's 
party.  Fraternally,  he  is  associated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  connected  with 
the  Territorial  Bar  Association.  In  his  chosen 
profession,  he  has  attained  a degree  of  eminence 
at  once  praiseworthy  and  lucrative,  as  well  as 
far-reaching  in  its  influence,  extending  to  the 
west  and  south,  and  embracing  to  a large  extent 
the  most  important  cases  in  the  surrounding 
counties.  In  addition,  he  is  esteemed  for  his 
many  estimable  traits  of  mind,  character  and 
attainment.  He  is  the  acknowledged  Sliakes- 
perian  reader  of  Oklahoma,  and  is  famous  for 
his  familiarity  with  all  the  classics  and  general 
history.  He  has  remarkable  reserve  forces, 
which  always  come  into  requisition  on  the  high- 
est occasions.  He  is  also  esteemed  for  an 
unselfish  interest  manifested  in  all  of  the 
intelligent  movements  for  the  upbuilding  of 
Oklahoma  and  the  improvement  of  his  place 
of  residence. 


CYRUS  W.  YAGER,  a farmer  of  Logan 
county,  has  always  followed  the  occupation 
of  an  agriculturist,  in  which  he  has  been 
quite  successful,  and  at  present  he  is  pursuing 
his  independent  vocation  on  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  section  1,  township  17.  range  2 west,  which 
he  purchased  in  July  of  1SS9.  He  is  a native  of 
Madison  county,  111.,  and  was  born  March  29. 
1837,  his  parents  being  Buford  T.  and  Juda  A. 
(Wilhoit)  Yager. 

Until  twenty-three  years  of  age  Mr.  Yager  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof,  during  which 
time  he  assisted  his  father  in  running  the  farm 
and  also  attended  the  public  school  in  his  vi- 
cinity. After  his  marriage  he  settled  on  a rented 
farm,  but  in  1862  he  ceased  tilling  the  soil  and 
took  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  Union.  In  Au- 
gust of  that  year  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Com- 
pany B,  Eightieth  Illinois  Infantry.  During  his 
service  lie  fought  in  twenty-three  battles,  besides 
many  skirmishes.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Perry- 
ville,  I\y.;  Missionary  Ridge,  Dalton,  Big  Cabin, 


Peach  Tree  Creek  and  Pine  Mountain,  and  in 
the  latter  engagement  he  was  taken  a prisoner. 
He  was  held  at  Belle  Island  for  six  weeks,  after 
which  lie  was  exchanged.  His  next  important 
engagements  were  at  Franklin,  Atlanta,  and  the 
two  battles  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Upon  being  honorably  discharged  from  ser- 
vice in  June,  1865,  Air.  Yager  returned  to  Madi- 
son county.  111.,  where  he  resided  until  1868,  and 
in  that  year  he  moved  to  Greenwood  county, 
Kans..  where  he  spent  one  season.  In  the  spring 
of  1869  he  moved  to  the  Osage  Nation,  near 
what  is  now  Independence,  Kans.  At  that  time 
the  country  had  not  been  opened  by  the  govern- 
ment, but  when  the  land  was  available  for  settle- 
ment he  pre-empted  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  He  made  many  improvements  upon  the 
place  and  continued  to  farm  it  until  1879,  when 
lie  sold  out.  Going  to  Chautauqua  county. 
Kans.,  he  purchased  eighty  acres,  upon  which 
he  farmed  until  Oklahoma  was  opened,  and  on 
that  famous  day  he  made  the  run,  but  was  not 
successful  in  locating  a claim.  Going  back  to 
Kansas,  lie  returned  to  Oklahoma  in  July,  1889, 
in  which  month  he  bought  his  present  farm,  sit- 
uated ten  miles  from  Guthrie  and  south  of  the 
Cimarron  river.  All  of  the  present  improvements 
have  been  made  by  our  subject,  who  is  a good, 
conscientious  and  steady  workman,  and  lie  has 
put  out  a fine  orchard  consisting  of  four  acres. 

Mr.  Yager  married  Miss  Martha  E.  Hunt,  a 
native  of  Madison  county,  111.,  and  a daughter  of 
William  and  Cynthia  (Fay)  Hunt.  She  died  in 
1877  and  now  lies  buried  in  the  cemetery  near 
Independence,  Kans.  She  left  a family  of  four 
children,  as  follows:  Cyrus  T.  is  a widower  and 
has  a son  named  Jesse;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Janies 
Amos  of  Pawnee  county,  Okla.,  and  they  have 
four  children;  William  lives  at  home,  and  diaries 
is  married  and  lives  in  Oklahoma.  Our  subject 
was  old  enough  to  cast  his  vote  in  i860,  but  his 
first  presidential  ballot  was  not  cast  until  1868, 
when  he  supported  General  Grant.  He  contin- 
ued to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  until  1880. 
when  he  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Populists.  He 
is  a member  of  Caney  Post  A’o.  342,  G.  A.  R.,  in 
[Montgomery  county,  Kans.  Since  1895  he  has 
been  drawing  a pension  from  the  government. 


T AFAYETTE  ABRAMES.  When  the  race 
1 v for  homes  took  place  in  Oklahoma  April  22. 

1889,  the  above-named  gentleman  succeeded 
in  landing  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
10.  township  17,  range  2 west,  and  from  his 
claim  he  has  developed  one  of  the  improved 
farms  of  Logan  county.  lie  is  a native  of  Darke 
county,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  took  place  August 
19,  1852,  his  parents  being  James  and  Martha 
(Bonner)  Abramcs. 
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Mr.  Abrames  was  a lad  of  fifteen  years 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Terre  Haute,  Vigo 
countv,  Ind.,  but  two  years  later  they  settled  in 
l azewell  county,  111.  After  one  year  they  made 
another  move,  establishing  their  home  in  Saline 
countv.  Neb.,  where  both  died  in  1871  within 
four  days  of  each  other.  After  their  death  their 
son  Lafayette  went  to  Jasper  county,  Mo.,  where 
he  hired  out  by  the  month. remaining  there  about 
three  years.  Two  years  after  his  marriage  he 
returned  to  Saline  county.  Neb.,  but  remained 
there  only  a short  time,  when  he  moved  to  the 
C herokee  Nation  and  rented  a tract  of  land  from 
the  Indians. 

From  that  country  Mr.  Abrames,  at  the  open- 
ing of  Oklahoma,  came  to  his  present  home, 
which  is  located  seven  miles  from  Guthrie.  He 
rode  in  from  the  east,  coming  on  horseback,  and 
while  he  stayed  on  his  claim  he  sent  a man  back 
for  his  team,  wagon  and  plows.  In  June  he 
went  back  to  Cherokee  for  his  wife  and  children, 
and  they  moved  into  the  house  which  he  com- 
pleted the  following  month.  His  first  crop  con- 
sisted of  six  or  seven  acres  of  corn,  some  millet, 
watermelons,  pumpkins  and  other  vegetables, 
lie  has  since  put  up  a barn  and  has  a four-acre 
orchard  containing  many  different  kinds  of  fruit. 
The  farm  is  provided  with  an  abundant  supply 
of  water,  which  is  conveyed  to  the  house  by 
means  of  pipes. 

Mr.  Abrames  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Belle  McWethy,  whose  acquaintance  he 
had  made  in  Saline  county.  Neb.,  she  having 
lived  there  prior  to  the  settlement  of  her  parents 
in  Jasper  county,  Mo.,  where  the  marriage  oc- 
curred. She  is  a native  of  Darke  county,  Ohio, 
and  a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Strait) 
McWethy.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  her 
marriage:  Albert,  James  Burrell,  Henrv  Clyde, 
Swain,  Madge  and  Cecil.  The  three  last-named 
were  born  on  the  present  family  homestead, 
while  the  three  eldest  were  born  in  Cherokee. 
Mt hough  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket  regu- 
larly, Mr.  Abrames  does  not  aspire  to  office. 


PM.  AHLSTROM.  Sweden  has  furnished 
, to  the  United  States  multitudes  of  our  best 
citizens,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  they  are 
loyal  to  the  institutions  of  their  adopted  country, 
and  in  every  possible  manner  carry  forward  the 
kraiul  march  of  progress  and  civilization.  P.  M. 
\hlstrom,  manager  of  the  Canadian  County 
Milling  and  Elevator  Company,  at  Hennessey,  is 
a worthy  and  honored  citizen  of  this  place,  and  is 
• n t i tied  to  representation  in  the  history  of  this 
thriving  community. 

His  father,  John,  and  grandfather,  Jonas.  Ah  1- 
)!r"in,  were  extensive  land-owners  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Laholm,  Halland,  Sweden,  the  former 
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owning  and  cultivating  several  farms.  Our  sub- 
ject’s mother,  Ingre  L.,  was  the  daughter  of 
Peter  Peterson,  who  also  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. John  Ahlstrom  departed  this  life  when 
he  was  in  his  prime,  and  his  widow  is  still  living 
upon  the  old  homestead  in  Sweden,  their  only 
daughter  residing  with  her.  Two  of  the  children 
of  John  Ahlstrom  and  wife  are  deceased,  and  the 
two  sons  who  survive  are  in  the  United  States, 
August  being  a resident  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  where 
he  deals  in  mantels  and  tiling. 

P.  M.  Ahlstrom  was  born  near  Laholm.  Hal- 
land, Sweden,  June  8,  1866,  and  was  reared  in 
the  quiet  pursuits  of  rural  life.  He  obtained  a 
general  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  at 
fourteen  embarked  in  the  business  world.  He 
was  employed  at  merchandising  at  Engleholm, 
Skane,  for  six  years,  and  then  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  America.  Bidding  farewell  to  the 
scenes  and  friends  of  his  youth,  he  sailed  from 
his  native  land  to  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  there 
took  passage  on  a vessel  bound  for  New  York. 
Proceeding  to  Stanton,  Neb.,  the  young  man  ob- 
tained a position  on  a farm,  where  he  soon  picked 
up  a fair  knowledge  of  the  English  language  and 
customs.  Soon  he  accepted  a position  as  a clerk 
in  a store  at  Stanton,  and  in  the  spring  of  1893 
came  to  Kingfisher,  Okla.  He  was  employed 
by  J.  N.  Mills,  a grain  dealer,  and  continued 
with  him  for  some  time,  assisting  in  the  building 
of  the  Kingfisher  elevator,  later  owned  by  the 
Cameron  Mill  and  Elevator  Company.  He  was 
the  manager  of  that  concern  until  in  the  spring  of 
1897  he  came  to  Hennessey  as  the  manager  of 
the  Canadian  County  Milling  and  Elevator  Com- 
pany. The  elevator,  which  has  a capacitv  of 
fifteen  thousand  bushels,  is  a well-constructed, 
modern  building,  where  a large  share  of  the  grain 
produced  in  this  region  is  handled  each  season. 

During  the  twelve  years  of  his  residence  in 
the  United  States  Mr.  Ahlstrom  has  made  manv 
friends  wherever  he  has  lived,  and  all  respect  him 
for  his  upright,  reliable  qualities.  Pie  is  a Knight 
of  Pythias,  a member  of  the  Select  Friends,  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion. He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Re- 
publican party  and  keeps  thoroughly  posted  in 
the  important  questions  of  the  day.  Religiouslv 
he  is  a Lutheran,  as  his  forefathers  have  been  for 
generations. 


EORGE  \\  . BEAR.  \ ery  few  citizens  of 
Hennessey  have  accomplished  more  for 
her  permanent  upbuilding  than  has  the 
subject  of  this  article,  who.  moreover,  is  known 
far  and  wide  throughout  Kingfisher  countv  and 
adjoining  territory  on  account  of  the  material 
assistance  he  has  been  to  the  farming  commu- 
nity. He  has  been  a resident  of  this  count v since 
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April  22,  1889,  and  lias  been  actively  associated 
with  its  development  from  its  infancy.  He  en- 
joys the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  general 
public  and  has  an  enviable  reputation  for  integ- 
rity and  fair  dealing. 

On  both  sides  of  the  family  George  W.  Bear 
comes  of  Pennsylvania  stock,  and  his  grand- 
fathers, Samuel  Bear  and  John  Longenecker, 
were  numbered  among  the  agricultural  class  of 
that,  their  native  state.  Our  subject's  parents, 
Major  John  W.  and  Mary  (Longenecker)  Bear, 
were  natives  of  Harrisburg  and  Carlisle,  Pa., 
respectively.  At  an  early  period  Major  Bear 
settled  in  Decatur,  111.,  of  which  city  he  served 
subsequently  as  the  mayor.  He  also  held  other 
important  public  positions,  being  United  States 
marshal,  United  States  collector  and  sheriff  of 
his  county  for  some  time.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  was  identified  with  an  Illinois  regiment,  serv- 
ing as  captain  of  a company  and  later  being 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  for  meritorious 
service.  He  was  celebrated  as  a mathematician 
and  civil  engineer,  and  from  1872  to  1890  was 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Wichita,  Ivans., 
and  for  years  acted  in  the  capacity  of  city  en- 
gineer of  the  place.  In  1890  he  removed  to 
Los  Angeles,  where  he  is  passing  his  declining 
years.  He  is  a loved  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  kept  a warm  place  in  his 
heart  for  the  boys  who  wore  the  blue  in  the 
years  of  strife. 

George  W.  Bear  was  born  in  Decatur,  111., 
February  22,  1859,  next  to  the  youngest  of  seven 
children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  His 
brother,  Ben  L.,  is  a pharmacist  of  Phoenix, 
Ariz.  When  he  was  in  his  fourteenth  year  our 
subject  removed  with  the  family  from  Illinois  to 
Wichita,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  until  he  was  about 
sixteen,  when  he  commenced  learning  the  sad- 
dler's trade  with  McComb  Brothers,  of  Wichita. 
Later  he  became  a clerk  in  a drug  store  of  that 
city,  of  which  place  he  was  a resident  until 
fifteen  years  ago.  In  1885  he  located  in  Argonia, 
Ivans.,  and  there  was  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness until  Oklahoma  was  opened  to  settlement. 

Making  the  run  on  that  memorable  spring 
day,  Air.  Bear  decided  to  make  his  home  in  Hen- 
nessey, and  soon  commenced  building  a store, 
in  which  he  conducted  a drug  business  for  a 
short  time.  He  then  embarked  in  the  real  estate 
and  loan  business,  and  at  once  found  himself 
launched  upon  a tide  which  bore  him  to  success. 
He  has  represented  the  Deming  Investment 
Company  and  other  eastern  moneyed  firms,  and 
has  made  a specialty  of  loaning  money  on  farms. 
That  he  has  been  extremely  judicious  in  his  deal- 
ings and  has  treated  the  people  with  scrupulous, 
honor  may  be  seen  in  the  fact  that,  though  he 
has  loaned  much  more  than  $100,000  for  the 


Deming  Company  within  the  past  seven  years, 
he  has  made  no  foreclosures  on  property  and  has 
had  but  one  delinquent.  He  also  represents  ten 
of  the  old-line  insurance  companies,  and  for  four- 
teen years  has  been  a notary  public.  During 
this  period  he  has  handled  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pension  vouchers  each 
quarter  of  the  year,  and  never  has  neglected  the 
least  of  his  duties  in  this  line,  no  matter  how 
pressing  his  other  business  matters  have  been. 
He  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  city  property,  and  personally 
has  supervised  the  construction  of  the  two-story 
brick  Bear  block  and  five  modern  residences, 
besides  building  twenty  houses  for  the  Aetna 
Building  and  Loan  Association  within  the  past- 
year.  Among  his  many  other  enterprises,  he 
aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Citizens  Bank, 
now  known  as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hen- 
nessey, and  from  its  inception  has  acted  as  one 
of  its  directors. 

In  political  affairs  Mr.  Bear  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  for  one  term  served  as  city  clerk 
in  Flennessey.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Home  Forum.  Religiously  he 
is  a Congregationalist. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Bear  is  presided 
over  by  his  estimable  wife,  formerly  Miss  Ivittie 
Fairchild.  She  is  a native  of  Syracuse,  X.  Y., 
and  was  living  in  Wichita,  Ivans.,  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bear  are  the  parents 
of  twin  daughters,  Bernice  and  Mildred. 


LOUIS  N.  BAKER,  a successful  agricultur- 
ist of  Logan  county,  is  a native  of  France, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  province  of 
Lorraine  September  15,  1851.  When  he  was 
eight  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his  parents, 
Alfonse  and  Margaret  (Tole)  Baker,  on  a sailing- 
vessel  to  the  United  States.  They  arrived  at  their 
destination,  New  Orleans,  at  the  end  of  a voyage 
of  thirty  days’  duration,  and  thence  proceeded  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  family  made  a home  in  that  city  and  staved 
there  for  a few  years,  then  removing  to  Calhoun 
county.  111.  The  father  bought  a farm  and  had 
begun  its  improvement  when  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion came  on  and  he  felt  impelled  to  testitv 
his  allegiance  to  his  adopted  country  by  going  to 
its  defense.  He  enlisted  in  the  three  months' 
service,  and  subsequently  veteranized  and  re- 
enlisted. this  time  for  three  years.  He  took  part 
in  some  important  military  campaigns  and  passed 
safely  through  numerous  battles.  For  about  a 
year  after  he  returned  to  the  peaceful  duties  of 
life  he  was  employed  in  the  transfer  business, 
and  afterward  gave  his  attention  to  farming. 
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Louis  N.  Baker  stayed  with  his  parents  until 
he  attained  his  majority  and  became  a practical 
farmer.  lie  then  married  Alelvina  Jones,  of  Cal- 
houn county,  111.,  the  wedding  taking  place  Sep- 
tember 22,  1872.  They  became  the  parents  of 
one  child,  George  W.,who  lives  in  Logan  countv, 
Okla. 

For  several  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Baker 
Cultivated  leased  land,  and  by  industry  and  dili- 
gence in  business  laid  aside  a snug  little  sum. 
In  1 877  he  took  up  a homestead  in  Rooks 
county,  Ivans.,  and  there  he  spent  twelve  years 
of  unremitting  toil,  with  the  reward  which  was 
his  just  due,  for  he  succeeded  in  developing  a 
model  farm  and  made  a good  living  for  himself 
and  family.  In  1889  he  was  among  the'  eager 
settlers  who  made  the  rush  into  Oklahoma  as 
soon  as  it  was  legal  to  do  so,  and,  locating  a claim 
in  section  18,  range  1,  township  17,  he  dwelt 
there  until  the  following  September,  when  he 
settled  at  his  present  place  on  section  5,  range  1 
west,  in  the  same  township.  Here  he  has  made 
substantial  improvements  and  greatly  increased 
the  value  of  the  property.  A comfortable  house, 
two  good  barns,  a wind-mill  and  an  orchard  of 
more  than  twenty  acres  are  among  the  features 
which  plainly  show  that  the  owner  is  progres- 
sive and  wide-awake  to  modern  methods.  He 
devotes  his  time  almost  exclusively  to  his  farm 
and  family,  taking  little  part  in  public  affairs, 
though  he  uses  his  ballot  on  behalf  of  the  Re- 
publican party. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Baker  died  while  living 
in  Kansas.  He  married  his  present  wife,  formerly 
M iss  Hannah  Marshall,  September  18,  1889. 
She  is  a native  of  Appanoose  county,  Iowa,  and 
is  a daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Conger) 
Marshall.  In  18S9  she  came  to  Oklahoma  and 
homesteaded  the  tract  of  land  now  owned  by 
herself  and  husband,  and  their  residence  for  the 
past  eleven  years.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  who  are  named,  respectively:  Emma, 
Allen,  Fletcher  and  Clara. 


RICHARD  HENNESSY  is  a well-known 
farmer,  residing  on  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  1,  El  Reno  township,  Canadian 
county,  where  he  located  on  the  day  the  territory 
was  opened  for  settlement.  April  22,  1889.  He 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  came  to  the  new  world,  locating  in  Brook- 
lyn, X.  Y„  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  making 
that  city  his  home  for  twenty  years.  When  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
serving  a five  years’  apprenticeship,  and  for  the 
same  length  of  time  was  in  the  government  em- 
ploy during  the  Civil  war,  having  charge  of  the 
1-1  instruction  of  ammunition  boxes.  He  also 
made  the  gun  carriage  and  slide,  used  during 
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the  Civil  war  on  the  men-of-war.  Later  he  had 
charge  of  the  men  building  the  Bethel  Sunday- 
school  on  Brooklyn  Heights.  He  was  married 
in  Brooklyn  to  Miss  Margaret  A.  Farrell,  and  to 
them  were  born  seven  children,  three  living: 
Thomas,  a resident  of  El  Reno,  Okla.;  Mrs. 
Mary  Frances  Murphy  and  Airs.  Margaret  R. 
Mclntire. 

In  1868  Air.  Hennessy  removed  to  Chicago, 
Ilk,  where  lie  had  charge  of  the  county  jail  some 
time  and  was  foreman  for  Hennessy  Brothers, 
contractors,  superintending  the  erection  of  the 
Chicago  Cathedral,  a Polish  church  on  Noble 
street,  the  Webster  Avenue  Church,  and  the 
West  Side  Catholic  Church.  After  the  great 
Chicago  fire,  in  1871,  he  moved  to  Lake  Forest, 
a suburb  of  Chicago,  and  lived  there  two  years, 
following  his  trade.  In  1875  he  went  to  Craw- 
ford county,  Ivans.,  where  he  bought  a farm, 
and  in  connection  with  its  operation  continued 
to  work  at  his  trade,  securing  some  large  con- 
tracts at  the  county-seat  and  erecting  some  of  the 
best  buildings  in  the  place.  While  a resident  of 
that  county  he  served  as  township  trustee  four 
years. 

In  1889  Air.  Hennessy  went  from  Purcell  to 
Erin  Spring,  thence  to  Fort  Sill,  from  there  to 
Anadarko,  then  to  Fort  Reno,  and  from  there  he 
made  his  run  on  the  opening  day,  April  22,  land- 
ing on  his  present  claim  at  twenty-seven  minutes 
past  twelve.  He  filed  his  claim  in  due  time  and 
at  once  began  its  improvement  and  cultivation. 
He  built  a house,  set  out  fruit  trees,  fenced  the 
entire  tract,  made  two  wells,  and  placed  acre  after 
acre  under  the  plow  until  he  now  has  a highly 
cultivated  and  well  improved  farm,  which  stands 
as  a monument  to  his  thrift  and  industry.  He  is 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming-  and 
stock-raising,  and  also  does  some  contracting 
and  building.  Fie  erected  the  first  hotel  in  El 
Reno  for  the  land  company,  and  has  worked  for 
the  government  at  Fort  Sill  and  Fort  Reno, 
erecting  quarters  for  the  soldiers  stationed  there. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  reiig- 
iouslv  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


REV.  G.  DePREITERE  has  accomplished  a 
great  work  and  is  extremely  popular  with 
his  parishioners.  Possessing  a fine  educa- 
tion and  indefatigable  energy  he  neglects  no 
opportunity  of  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
church,  and  for  this  reason  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem. A sketch  of  his  life  undoubtedly  will  prove 
of  interest  to  his  innumerable  friends,  and  the 
following  has  been  compiled: 

The  family  from  which  Father  DcPreiterc 
sprang  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Flanders,  and  for 
many  decades  his  grandfather  and  father,  both 
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of  whom  boro  the  Christian  name  of  Francis, 
have  been  numbered  with  the  merchants  of  that 
province.  The  grandfather  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Renaix,  while  the  father,  as  well  as  the  subject 
of  this  article,  are  natives  of  Courtray.  The  lat- 
ter’s mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Frances 
Meerschart,  war  born  in  Russeignies,  Flanders, 
and  her  father,  Francis  Meerschart,  was  a mer- 
chant in  that  town  for  years,  and  also  for  a period 
wras  similarly  engaged  in  Renaix.  Our  subject’s 
parents  are  still  living  at  their  old  home,  and  are 
devout  members  of  the  Catholic  church.  It  was 
a great  joy  to  them  when  one  of  their  sons  con- 
cluded to  devote  his  life  to  the  church;  their 
other  son  is  engaged  in  business  with  his  father 
in  Courtray. 

The  birth  of  Father  DePreitere  occurred  Jan- 
uary 28,  1871,  in  the  town  just  mentioned,  and 
there  he  received  his  elementary  education.  La- 
ter he  was  a student  in  the  college  of  Saint 
Amandus,  of  Courtray,  and  in  1891  was  gradu- 
ated with  honors.  He  then  went  to  Roulers, 
where  he  entered  the  local  theological  seminary 
and  pursued  a course  in  philosophy.  At  the  end 
of  a year  he  matriculated  in  the  college  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception,  in  Louvain,  Belgium. 
Three  years  later  he  was  graduated  in  that  insti- 
tution, and  on  the  10th  of  February,  1895,  was 
ordained  in  the  Dominican  Church,  by  the 
bishop,  the  Right  Reverend  J.  F.  Van  Der  Stap- 
pen.  At  once  assigned  to  the  diocese  of  Okla- 
homa and  Indian  territories,  Father  DePreitere 
sailed  for  America  on  the  7th  of  September  of 
the  same  year,  and.  arriving  in  Guthrie,  was  im- 
mediately sent  to  Muscogee.  In  that  vicinity  he 
ministered  to  the  people  under  the  supervision  of 
Father  Ketcham  until  the  close  of  1897, 

Coming  to  Hennessey  in  December  he  en- 
tered upon  his  important  duties  as  pastor  of  St. 
Joseph’s  church,  which  has  grown  wonderfully 
in  wealth  and  membership,  now  comprising  some 
eighty  families.  Soon  after  coming  here  he  or- 
ganized a mission  church  at  Enid,  which  is  now 
known  as  St.  Francis,  and  in  1899  a beautiful 
house  of  worship  was  erected  for  the  congrega- 
tion. It  is  considered  one  of  the  largest  and 
finest  churches  in  the  territory,  and  on  the  1st  of 
May,  1900,  it  was  formally  dedicated.  In  1900 
another  church  was  built  at  O’Keene,  under  the 
guidance  of  Father  DePreitere.  who  also  is  in 
charge  of  missions  at  Billings,  Garber  and  Mar- 
shall. He  is  well  known  in  Kingfisher,  Garfield 
and  Blaine  counties,  in  all  of  which  he  has  lab- 
ored assiduously  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
church.  During  the  past  year  it  has  been  nec- 
essary for  him  to  have  an  assistant  in  his  work, 
which  is  growing  to  vast  proportions.  He  is 
loved  by  his  people  and  possesses  the  esteem  of 
all  who  know  him,  even  of  those  who  belong  to 
other  denominations. 


FRANK  A.  DINKLER,  who  served  in  the 
responsible  position  of  city  treasurer  of  1 len- 
nessey  for  six  years  (from  1893  to  1899),  is 
a successful  business  man  and  able  financier. 
His  standing  in  the  commercial,  political  and 
fraternal  circles  of  this  city  is  of  the  best,  and  his 
friends  are  numerous,  here  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Dinkier  is  a worthy  representative  of  a 
family  which  traces  its  line  back  four  hundred 
years  in  Ilesse-Darmstadt,  Germany.  His  great- 
great-grandfather,  his  great-grandfather,  George 
Adam  Dinkier,  and  his  grandfather,  Adam 
Dinkier,  were  proprietors  of  extensive  landed 
estates,  and  were  correspondingly  looked  up  to 
and  wielded  considerable  authority.  Our  sub- 
ject’s’ father,  Joseph  Dinkier,  was  born  in  the 
same.  German  state  sixty-four  years  ago.  and 
when  twenty  years  of  age  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  For  a short  time  he  was  employed  in  a 
glass  factory  near  Pittsburg,  after  which  he 
• located  in  Churchtown,  a place  situated  seven 
miles  from  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  there  he  con- 
ducted a mercantile  business  until  1877.  That 
year  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Brook- 
ville,  Kans.,  and.  soon  became  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  that  sec- 
tion. In  1893  he  located  a claim  in  Del  Norte, 
Garfield  county,  Okla.,  and  is  yet  living  there. 
His  wife,  Susanna,  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Suizheim,  Baden,  Germany,  in  1S42,  and 
died  in  Kansas  May  12,  1892.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Ignatius  Walter,  and  was  brought  to  .Amer- 
ica by  her  parents  when  four  years  old.  Her 
father,  who  was  a gardener,  was  employed  in 
Pittsburg  for  a period  and  thence  removed  to 
Churchtown,  Ohio,  where  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  Pie  departed  this 
life  in  1880,  when  about  four-score  years  old, 
and  his  wife,  who  lived  until  1886.  was  then 
nearly  ninety. 

Frank  A.  Dinkier,  born  November  14.  1863, 
near  Marietta,  Ohio,  is  one  of  ten  children,  four 
of  whom  now  reside  in  Hennessey,  namelv:  him- 
self and  brother,  Joseph  A.,  who  are  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  together;  Emma  and  Fred- 
erick; Alary,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  lives  with 
her  aged  father:  Airs.  Louisa  Eichman,  the  sec- 
ond daughter,  lives  in  Topeka,  Kans.:  John,  as- 
sessor of  his  township,  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  at  Brookville,  Kans.,  and  Wil- 
liam is  living  in  Burlingame,  Kans.;  George  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  in  Wichita,  and 
Susan  died  in  her  seventh  year. 

Having  obtained  a liberal  public-school  edu- 
cation, PA  A.  Dinkier  commenced  his  business 
career  as  a clerk  in  a drug  store  at  Brookville. 
Kans..  and  remained  with  the  firm  of  Preeman 
& Co.  for  two  years.  The  following-  vear  he 
spent  on  his  father’s  homestead,  and  then  he 
returned  to  the  drug  business,  being  emploved 
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jlS  M S.  Crowley  and  T.  W.  & H.  Carlin,  of 
ll’rookville,  until  the  store  was  destroyed  by  tire 
111  February,  1800.  -The  firm  then  located  in 
Salina,  and  F.  A.  Dinkier  opened  a new  store  in 
\pril.  1890!  on  the  site  of  the  one  which  had 
!,vi  n burned.  He  conducted  it  until  February  of 
• he  following’ year,  when  he  removed  to  Kanop- 
o!is  Kans.,  and  was  similarly  occupied  there  for 
a few  months.  A favorable  opportunity  present- 
ing itself,  he  disposed  of  his  business  October  1, 
1S0I.  and  during  the  next  six  months  was  em- 
ployed bv  his  old  firm,  the  Corlins,  at  Salina. 

In  April,  1892,  Mr.  Dinkier  came  to  Hennes- 
vCv  and  bought  the  drug  store  owned  by  Arch 
(,  lavwatcr.  Since  that  time  he  has  carried  on 
the  business,  and  now  is  looked  upon  as  a pio- 
neer druggist  here.  He  keeps  a fine  line  of 
drugs  and  sundries,  books  and  stationery,  wall- 
paper  and  similar  supplies.  Of  late  years  he  has 
been  branching  out  to  some  extent  as  a whole- 
sale merchant,  filling  orders  of  neighboring  town 
druggists.  A member  of  the  Oklahoma  Phar- 
macists’ Association,  he  served  as  its  vice-presi- 
dent for  some  time.  Fraternally  he  is  a member 
nf  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In  polit- 
ical affiliations  he  is  a Democrat.  He  is  one  of 
the  original  members  of  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic 
church  of  this  city. 


H.  DRENNAN.  A leader  in  the  commer- 
. cial  world  of  Oklahoma,  and  an  important 
factor  in  political  circles,  R.  H.  Drennan, 

• if  Hennessey,  is  well  entitled  to  a place  in  local 
history.  Though  he  contended  against  many 
difficulties  in  his  youth,  he  possessed  the  quali- 
ties  which  eventually  win  success,  and  by  his  own 
unaided  genius  has  worked  out  his  destiny  in  a 
masterly  manner. 

1 he  youngest  of  six  children,  whose  parents 
"err  William  and  Eleanor  (Henry)  Drennan. 
R.  H.  Drennan  never  knew  the  watchful  care 
•'uni  love  of  a father,  as  that  parent  was  sum- 
moned to  the  silent  land  prior  to  the  birth  of  the 
'on.  For  many  years  the  senior  Drennan  had 
••yen  engaged  in  a mercantile  business  in  his 

• .tive  city.  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  the  family  had 
made  plans  to  come  to  the  United  States  m the 
'■•unmer  of  1860,  little  thinking  that  death  was 

remove  their  head  and  mainstay.  The  widow, 
mo  was  a native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
••ncluded  to  carry  out  her  original  intention. 

• > vertheless,  and  bravely  sailed  to  the  western 
■'■‘■rid.  firm  in  the  faith  that  here  her  children 

"’aid  have  better  opportunities.  That  she  was 
r:Uu  is  shown  by  the  prosperity  which  they  all 
' ujov.  James  being  a well-to-do  farmer  and 
''kman  of  Mahaska  county,  Iowa:  William  J. 

■ ' m Joseph  being  rich  farmers  and  dealers  in 
stock,  their  homes  in  Adams  county,  same 


state,"  and  David  being  the  manager  of  R.  H. 
Drennan’s  elevator  in  Waukomis,  Okla.  The 
only  daughter,  Mrs.  Efifie  Septor,  is  a resident  of 
Adams  county,  Iowa. 

The  birth  of  R.  FI.  Drennan  occurred  July  10, 
i860,  in  Madison,  W is.,  in  which  town  the  re- 
cently bereaved  family  had  taken  up  their  abode 
upon  arriving  in  America.  When  he  was  eight 
years  old  the  lad  removed  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa, 
and  was  reared  upon  a farm,  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  in  the  meantime.  He  continued  to 
operate  the  old  homestead  until  he  was  twenty, 
when  he  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Adams  county,  Iowa,  and 
for  the  ensuing  eleven  years  devoted  himself 
assiduously  to  the  management  of  the  property, 
also  becoming  well  known  as  a stock-raiser. 

Selling,  his  farm  in  1893,  Hr.  Drennan  came 
to  Hennessey,  and  on  July  23d  embarked  in  an 
entirely  new  line  of  business.  Starting  the  pri- 
vate bank,  which  became  well  known,  he  was  its 
sole  proprietor  until  1898,  when  he  regularly  in- 
corporated the  present  Hennessey  Bank,  himself 
being  president  of  the  institution.  He  has  con- 
ducted its  affairs  in  an  able  manner  and  has  won 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  dealings.  In  January,  1899,  he  instituted  the 
Waukomis  Bank,  and  was  its  president  until  lie 
sold  out  in  the  spring  of  1900.  Soon  after  arriv- 
ing in  this  city  he  commenced  his  extensive 
transactions  in  grain  and  live  stock,  and  has  long 
been  a member  of  the  Oklahoma  Stock  Growers’ 
Association  and  the  Texas  Stock  Growers’  As- 
sociation, besides  being  a charter  member  of  the 
Grain  Dealers’  Associations  of  Oklahoma  and 
Indian  territories.  He  is  in  partnership  with 
J.  W.  Smith,  and  their  interests  are  numerous 
and  varied.  They  own  and  operate  four  eleva- 
tors, that  at  Hennessey  having  a capacity  of 
twenty-five  thousand  bushels,  that  at  Waukomis 
fifteen  thousand,  and  that  at  Enid  ten  thousand 
bushels.  In  addition  to  these  the  firm  has  a 
grain  elevator  at  Garber.  Okla.,  and  own  over 
two  thousand  acres  of  farm  land,  situated  in 
Kingfisher  and  Garfield  counties.  This  property 
is  rented  to  responsible  tenants,  and  another 
tract,  comprising  ten  thousand  acres,  is  under 
the  management  of  the  partners.  The  ranch  is 
located  on  Main  Creek,  a branch  of  the  Cimar- 
ron river,  near  Waynoka,  Wood  countv.  Okla., 
and  is  enclosed  with  fences.  On  this  fine  ranch 
a specialty  is  made  of  raising  cattle,  about  one 
thousand  head  being  kept.  A high  grade  of 
Herefords  are  of  the  number,  and  each  year 
about  three  hundred  head  of  the  common  stock- 
are  fattened  for  market  at  Hennessey,  shipment 
being  made  to  Kansas  C’itv. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Drennan  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  1 lennessey  council,  and  since 
casting  in  his  lot  with  the  people  of  this  territory 
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lie  has  attended  every  general  convention 'of  the 
Democratic  party  within  its  borders.  He  has  been 
honored  with  positons  on  various  committees, 
both  of  the  territorial  and  county  associations, 
and  has  been  a great  worker  in  the  cause.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a Knight  of  Pythias. 

The  marriage  of  Air.  Drennan  and  Miss 
Frances  Yoorhees  took  place  in  Corning,  Iowa, 
in  1893.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Melvin,  Gladys  and  one  unnamed.  Mrs. 
Drennan,  who  is  a native  of  Monmouth,  111.,  and 
received  a liberal  education,  attends  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  this  city,  and,  with  our  sub- 
ject, is  very  popular  in  the  best  local  society. 


JABEZ  A.  FELT,  postmaster  of  Hennessey, 
is  one  of  our  most  popular  citizens.  Cour- 
teous and  attentive  to  the  demands  of  the 
public,  and  systematic  and  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  he  merits  and  receives  the 
commendation  of  even  his  political  opponents. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  New  York 
people,  and  his  parents,  Newell  and  Sarah  (Ful- 
ton) Felt,  were  natives  of  Jefferson  county,  that 
state.  At  an  early  day  the  father  removed  to 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  distillery  business  for  twenty-one  years. 
Then  he  went  to  Fort  Wayne.  Ind.,  and  gave  his 
attention  to  the  stock  business  for  a period,  after 
which  he  became  a resident  of  Blairstown,  Iowa, 
and  there  was  numbered  among  the  agricul- 
turists of  that  locality.  In  1871  he  located  upon 
a farm  near  Delphos,  Ivans.,  and  quietly  pursued 
the  “tenor  of  his  way”  until  death  released  him 
from  his  labors,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  His 
wife  also  has  entered  into  rest,  and  of  their  four 
children  one  has  passed  away — Barrett,  who  died 
in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Jesse,  the  eldest,  cashier  of 
the  Ottawa  County  Bank  of  Minneapolis,  Ivans., 
served  for  four  years  in  the  Civil  war  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Twentieth  Ohio  Infantry,  being  mus- 
tered out  as  adjutant  of  his  regiment,  with  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant.  Charles,  the  second  son, 
is  engaged  in  farming  near  Delphos,  Ivans. 

In  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  1.  A.  Felt  was  born 
August  24,  1850.  He  passed  his  boyhood  in  his 
native  town,  receiving  a liberal  education  in  the 
common  schools.  In  the  spring  of  1864  he  went 
to  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  for  six  months  acted  as 
a newsboy,  for  in  those  times  of  war  the  public 
deemed  the  newspaper  as  absolutely  essential  as 
daily  food.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  the 
youth  went  to  Blairstown,  Iowa,  and,  while  com- 
pleting his  education  in  the  local  schools  and 
seminary,  lived  with  his  parents  upon  the  farm. 
Subsequent  to  his  graduation  in  Blairstown  Sem- 
inary, he  located  a homestead  on  Pike  creek, 
near  Delphos,  Kans.,  and.  while  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  devoted  a 


portion  of  his  time  to  the  milling  trade,  learning 
the  same  in  the  Delphos  mills.  At  the  end  of 
fourteen  years  thus  occupied  he  engaged  in  tin- 
sale  of  agricultural  implements  at  Delphos,  and 
devoted  two  years  exclusively  to  that  enterprise, 
meeting  with  success. 

In  1887  Mr.  Felt  was  elected  to  the  responsible 
office  of  register  of  deeds,  in  Ottawa  countv,  and 
accordingly  moved  to  the  county-seat,  Minne- 
apolis. Entering  upon  his  arduous  duties  in  Jan- 
uary, 1888,  he  served  until  January,  1892,  having 
been  honored  by  re-election  at  the  expiration  of 
his  first  term.  Upon  his  resumption  of  private 
life  Mr.  Felt,  as  formerly,  was  connected  with 
the  implement  business  until  April,  1893,  when 
he  came  to  Hennessey  and  established  a furni- 
ture and  undertaking  business  as  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Binding  & Felt.  They  met  with  grat- 
ifying success,  and  built  up  a large  and  con- 
stantly increasing  trade.  In  the  spring  of  1897 
Mr.  Felt  sold  out  to  his  partner,  as  his  public 
duties  interfered  with  his  business  affairs.  He 
had  been  appointed  postmaster  by  President 
McKinley,  and  entered  upon  his  new  duties  in 
January,  1898.  The  office  was  removed  to  its 
present  central  location  on  Main  street,  and 
many  other  changes  for  the  better  have  been 
effected  during  [Mr.  Felt's  incumbency. 

In  Delphos,  Kans.,  the  marriage  of  our  sub- 
ject and  Miss  Effie  Richardson  took  place  Janu- 
ary 18th,  1874.  She  was  born  in  Mentor,  Ohio, 
and  was  reared  in  Michigan  and  Kansas.  Four 
children  bless  this  union,  namely:  Ollie  G..  Ro- 
wena  Maud  (who  is  assistant  in  the  postoffice), 
Flora  I.  and  Floyd  E.  The  family  occupy  a 
beautiful  home  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Cher- 
okee streets. 

For  three  years  [Mr.  Felt  served  as  a member 
of  the  city  board  of  education,  and  during  this 
entire  period,  and  until  July,  1899,  acted  as  presi- 
dent. He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  frater- 
nally belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  to  the  Select  Knights.  In  the 
Congregational  church,  with  which  he  is  identi- 
fied, he  is  one  of  the  board  of  trustees. 


WP.  GRIFFIN'.  Few  citizens  of  Hennes- 
. sey  are  better  known  or  more  thoroughly 
liked  than  \\  . P.  Griffin,  who  was  hon- 
ored with  election  to  the  mayoralty,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  about  six  years  ago.  His  con- 
nection with  Griffin’s  Band,  however,  is  a spe- 
cially prominent  factor  in  his  popularitv,  for  the 
city  is  justly  proud  of  that  organization,  whose 
members  named  it  in  his  honor.  From  his  earlv 
youth  Mr.  Griffin  has  been  an  excellent  cornetist. 
and  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Hennessev  he  be- 
came actively  interested  in  the  organizing  of  a 
band.  lie  has  been  its  leader  and  instructor 
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from  its  inception  and  may  be  proud  of  his  inde- 
fatigable labors,  as  the  band  takes  rank  with  the 
best  in  the  west.  It  is  handsomely  uniformed  « 
and  makes  a tine  appearance  as  an  organization. 

Both  of  the  grandfathers  of  our  subject  were 
pioneers  of  Erie  county,  X.  Y.,  settling  there  in 
the  early  part  of  this  century.  Grandfather 
Griffin,  a native  of  Vermont,  removed  to  Erie 
county  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  1812. 
and  was  numbered  among  the  prosperous  far- 
mers of  that  region.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  \V.  P.  Griffin,  likewise  an  agriculturist,  partici- 
pated in  the  second  war  waged  between  this  re- 
public and  the  mother  country. 

The  parents  of  \V.  P.  Griffin,  D.  C.  and  Almira 
t Potter)  Griffin,  were  born  near  Buffalo,  Erie 
county,  X.  Y.  The  father  became  a contractor 
and  builder,  and  also  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  many  years.  Locating  in  the  vicinity  of 
Charlotte,  Eaton  county,  Mich.,  he  carried  on  a 
farm  for  a period,  and  in  1880  went  to  Oxford, 
Kans.,  where,  as  formerly,  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  tilling  of  the  soil.  Since  1890  he  has 
been  associated  in  business  with  our  subject,  and 
is  an  esteemed  citizen  of  Hennessey.  His  eldest 
child,  Airs.  Ida  Wool,  died  in  Santa  Ana.  Cal., 
in  which  city  Cecil,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
is  now  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  Airs. 
Alice  Beekman,  the  second  daughter,  resides  in 
Eaton  county,  Alich. 

The  birth  of  W.  P.  Griffin  took  place  near 
Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  October  16,  1858.  When  he  was 
about  six  years  old  he  was  taken  to  Allen  county, 
Inch,  and  in  1868  went  to  Vermontville,  Alich., 
where  he  was  graduated  in  the  high  school.  In 
1880  he  went  to  Oxford,  Kans.,  and  for  the  en- 
suing five  years  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  local 
stores,  except  during  three  winter  terms,  when 
he  taught  schools  in  the  vicinity. 

Having  become  familiar  with  business  meth- 
ods, Air.  Griffin  embarked  in  trade  upon  his  own 
account  in  J885  at  Oxford,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  five  years  admitted  his  father  into  partnership 
with  him.  The  firm  of  Griffin  & Griffin  con- 
ducted a flourishing  grocery  and  queensware 
business  tit  Oxford  until  the  spring-  of  1S92, 
when  it  was  decided  to  remove  the  stock  of 
goods  to  Hennessey.  Here  the  partners  have 
prospered,  and  no  firm  keeps  a finer  or  better 
selected  stock  of  queensware  in  this  section  of 
the  territory. 

W.  P.  Griffin  was  first  married  in  Oxford. 
Kans.,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Afiss  Belle 
Abbott,  who  was  born  in  Ohio.  Their  little 
daughter,  Carrie,  died  when  a little  more  than  a 
year  old,  and  the  mother  passed  to  the  silent 
land  in  July,  1896.  In  December,  1899,  Air. 
Griffin  married  Aliss  Alarv  Rogers,  who  was 
I"  n il  near  ( '<  >rning,  Iowa. 

Air.  Griffin  has  attained  the  thirty-second  de- 


gree in  Alasonry,  and  is  past  master  of  Coronado 
Lodge  Xo.  9,  A.  E.  & A.  AL,  of  Hennessey,  and 
identified  with  Guthrie  Consistory.  Aloreovcr, 
he  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Eastern  Star.  Po- 
litically he  is  a true-blue  Republican,  and  never 
has  swerved  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party,  which, 
in  his  belief,  has  piloted  the  ship  of  state  through 
troublous  times  to  prosperity. 


WW.  NOLAND.  One  of  the  valuable 
farms  of  Kingfisher  county  is  that 
owned  and  carried  on  by  W.  W.  No- 
land, a genial  citizen  of  his  community.  His 
homestead  and  residence  are  convenient  to  Hen- 
nessey, the  latter-being  located  about  a mile  from 
the  city.  Accompanying  the  great  multitude  of 
home-seekers  on  that  eventful  spring  day  eleven 
years  ago  he  came  into  the  territory  and  located 
his  claim— the  northwestern  quarter  of  section 
18,  township  19,  range  6.  Here  he  has  since 
dwelt,  in  the  meantime  making  substantial 
changes  for  the  better  in  the  property  and  re- 
ducing it  to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  Like  the 
majority  of  Oklahoma  farmers,  he  pays  special 
attention  to  the  raising  of  grain,  for  which  the 
soil  is  especially  adapted,  and  from  this  source 
alone  derives  much  of  his  income.  In  addition 
to  his  home  place  he  operates  a quarter  section 
of  school  land. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
Thomas  Noland,  was  born  in  Ireland  and  at  an 
early  day  came  to  America,  settling  in  Virginia. 
Later  he  went  to  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  a pioneer.  His  son,  William,  father  of 
W.  W.  Noland,  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion, 
and  for  years  he  was  a resident  of  Franklin 
county,  Ohio.  As  early  as  1850  he  went  to  Han- 
cock county,  111.,  making  the  journey  in  a 
"prairie  schooner,”  and  carried  on  a farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dell  City  until  he  was  called  from  his 
labors  in  1862.  Uis  widow,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Aliss  Alargaret  Weatherington,  died  Octo- 
ber 15,  1900.  Her  father,  William  W„  was  born 
in  Germany,  whence  he  went  to  Franklin  countv, 
( )hio,  in  tlte  early  part  of  the  present  centurv, 
and  there  occurred  the  birth  of  Airs.  Noland. 
She  is  the  mother  of  nine  children,  two  of  whom 
are  deceased. 

W.  W.  Noland  was  born  February  22.  1848. 
on  a farm  situated  about  five  miles  from  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  With  his  brothers  and  sisters  he  was 
reared  to  the  duties  pertaining  to  a farm. ami  thus 
laid  the  foundations  of  his  future  success.  In 
1874  he  removed  to  the  southwestern  part  of 
1 Ichderson  county,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
tilling  ol  the  soil  until  the  fall  of  1888.  With 
the  expectation  of  becoming  a resident  of  ( > k la- 
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lioma  as  soon  as  it  was  lawful,  he  went  to  Jen- 
nings, Kans.,  and  there  spent  the  winter  of 
1888-89.  He  has  never  regretted  his  decision  in 
regard  to  a choice  of  a home,  and  lias  won  suc- 
cess by  honest  toil  and  perseverance  in  his  under- 
takings. 

An  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party, 
Mr.  Noland  ser\  ed  on  the  Kingfisher  county 
committee,  and  in  1894  was  chosen  as  a nominee 
of  his  party  to  the  office  of  representative  in  the 
territorial  legislature,  but  was  defeated,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  Democrats  are  in  a minority 
here.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Coronado 
Lodge  No.  9,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Hennessey. 

In  Illinois  Mr.  Noland  married  Miss  Flnirza 
Emory,  a native  of  that  state,  and  daughter  of 
Arthur  Emory,  formerly  of  Pennsylvania.  She 
died,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  Mrs.  May 
Mulholland,  of  Kansas  City;  Ellis,  William  and 
Earl,  of  Garfield  county.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Noland  took  place  in  Hennessey,  Judge 
Franklin  performing  the  ceremony  which  united 
his  fortunes  with  those  of  Miss  Mary  Magde- 
burg, whose  birthplace  is  in  Iowa.  This  esti- 
mable couple  have  numerous  friends,  and  their 
home  is  noted  for  a generous  hospitality. 


CHARLES  P.  RHODES,  proprietor  of  the 
Rhodes  house,  the  leading  hotel  in  Hen- 
nessey, is  well  known  to  the  public  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  his  acquaintance.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  the  management  of  this  popular  hotel  since 
it  was  opened,  April .30,  1894,  and  has  made  a 
marked  success  of  the  enterprise.  The  hotel  is 
well  patronized,  and  a point  is  made  of  meeting 
the  demands  of  the  transient  and  traveling  pub- 
lic. 

The  paternal  grandfather  and  the  father  of  our 
subject  bore  the  Christian  name  of  John,  and 
both  were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  In  his  vouth 
the  latter  learned  the  milling  trade,  and,  in  com- 
pany with  a brother,  went  to  Rhodesport.  N.  Y., 
where  he  carried  on  a mill  run  by  water-power. 
He  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Millport, 
where  he  had  resided  many  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  his  sixty-sixth  year.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  the 
latter  now  deceased.  Benjamin,  who  served  in 
a New  York  regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
once  was  wounded,  now  lives  in  Washington, 
and  John.  Jr.,  a miller,  resides  in  New  York 
state.  I lie  second  wife  of  John  Rhodes,  Sr., 
was  Margaret,  daughter  of  Daniel  Predmore, 
•both  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  German  de- 
scent. 1 he  moflier  died  while  making  a visit  to 
her  old  home  in  New  Jersey,  and  her  voungesl 
son.  < icorge,  also  is  deceased.  I he  eldest  son. 
Daniel  Marker,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war,  is 


now  engaged  in  mining  operations  in  Joplin. 
Mo.,  and  W.  A.  lives  in  Wellington. 

• Charles  Predmore  Rhodes  was  born  in  New 
ton,  N.  J.,  November  27,  1847,  ail(J  was  reared 
at  Rhodesport,  N.  Y.  Supplementing  his  public- 
school  education  by  a course  in  the  commercial 
department  of  the  L niversity  of  Michigan,  of 
Ann  Arbor,  he  embarked  upon  the  serious  duties 
of  life  well  equipped  for  the  struggle.  In  Julv. 
1869,  lie  went  to  Oil  City,  l’a.,  where  he  spent 
two  years,  and  in  1872  he  entered  the  emplov  of 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  as  a telegraph 
operator  and  agent  at  Williamson,  Mich.,  being 
the  first  one  stationed  at  that  point.  His  eldest 
brother,  a civil  engineer,  had  been  employed  in 
surveying  and  building  the  railroad,  and  for  a 
period  the  young  man  worked  under  his  super- 
vision. For-eleven  years  C.  P.  Rhodes  continued 
in  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Central,  being 
stationed  at  Trufant  for  all  but  two  years  of  that 
period.  Under  the  administrations  of  Grant  and 
Hayes,  Mr.  Rhodes  also  acted  as  assistant  post- 
master of  Trufant.  At  length  leaving  the  rail- 
road business,  he  went  to  La  Rue,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  W.  A.,  for  four  years. 

I11  1S85  C.  P.  Rhodes  came  to  the  west,  and 
had  charge  of  the  laying  out  of  the  town  of 
Cairo,  Kans.,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  also  carrying  on  merchandising. 
His  brother,  D.  H.,  had  built  a section  of  the 
Wichita  & Western  Railroad,  now  a part  of  the 
Santa  Fe  system,  west  of  Kingman.  Our  sub- 
ject Had  purchased  a residence  at  Kingman  in 
1888.  and  remained  there  for  some  time,  attend- 
ing to  his  property  interests.  Twice  he  met  with 
severe  losses,  his  store  being  destroyed  by  fire, 
but  he  still  owns  a valuable  farm  and  fine  prop- 
erty in  Cairo,  Ivans.,  and  vicinity.  Since  coming 
to  Hennessey,  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
institution  now  known  as  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  was  a charter  member  ot  the  Hen- 
nessey State  Bank,  as  it  was  formerlv  called. 
At  present  he  is  one  of  the  board  of  directors  and 
is  assistant  cashier  of  the  bank. 

Soon  after  attaining  his  majoritv,  Mr.  Rhodes 
was  initiated  into  the  Masonic  order  in  New 
York,  and  later  he  was  a member  of  the  blue 
lodge'  at  La  Rue,  Ohio,  fir  Greenville,  Mich., 
he  took  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  now  he  also 
belongs  to  the  \\  icliita  Consistorv  and  is  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Retinas.  Politicallv. 
he  holds  to  the  platform  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

In  Bekling,  Mich.,  C.  P.  Rhodes  married  Miss 
Ella  Williams,  whose  father  had  given  his  life 
to  his  country  in  the  Civil  war.  1 ler  mother  sub- 
sequently became  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Knoll,  the 
original  founder  of  the  town  of  Bekling.  and  for 
years  a prominent  miller  of  the  place.  After  the 
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,K;itIi  of  Mrs.  Ella  Rhodes,  in  Michigan.  Mr. 
Rhodes  married  Miss  Anna  Murphy,  a native 
, ,{  Charleston,  S.  C,  but  whose  girlhood  had  been 
passed  in  the  Wolverine  state. 


JOHN  R.  SULLINS.  America,  and  particu- 
larlv  the  west,  is  the  place  of  all  places  for 
the  man  who  has  his  own  way  to  make  in 
the  world,  and  nowhere  else  does  he  receive 
Mich  measure  of  credit  for  his  achievements.  In 
reviewing  the  history  of  John  R.  Su'.’.ms.  this 
fact  ‘becomes  again  apparent,  and.  even  to  the 
casual  reader,  there  is  much  of  interest  in  the 
narrative  of  this  self-made  man. 

A native  of  Morgan  county,  Term.,  and  a son 
of  Larkin  and  Mary  (Richmond)  Sixains,  our 
subject  removed  with  the  ' family  to  Morgan 
county,  111.,  in  1830,  when  he  was  five  years  old. 
The  father  settled  upon  a tract  of  govern- 
ment land,  and  became  a successful  farmer. 
Blaekhawk  Indians  were  numerous  in  that  local- 
itv,  and  the  great  chief,  Blaekhawk.  himself,  often 
visited  the  cabin  of  Mr.  Sullins,  and  was  on 
friendly  terms  with  him  until  the  war  between 
the  red  men  and  settlers  broke  out.  Evidently 
the  chief  continued  to  feel  kindly  toward  Mr. 
Sullins,  who  twice  was  made  a prisoner  by  the 
Indians,,  and  both  times  released  by  Blaekhawk. 
The  last  time,  however,  the  chief,  probably  in 
deference  to  the  opinions  of  his  braves,  made  a 
great-  show  of  anger,  and  threatened  to  cut  the 
throat  of  his  captive  should  he  ever  fad  into  his 
hands  again.  When  he  was  a small  boy.  John 
R.  Sullins  also  was  on  good  terms  with  Black- 
hawk,  and  sometimes  spent. a week  at  a time  as 
an  inmate  of  his  wigwam,  while  he  played,  risked 
and  hunted  with  the  children  of  the  red  men. 
Douglas,  Lincoln  and  other  men  who  became 
famous  were  entertained  at  the  home  of  Larkin 
Sullins,  who  was  respected  as  a loyal,  upright 
citizen. 

The  first  school  which  our  subject  attended 
was  one  conducted  on  the  subscription  plan,  in 
1N36,  but  the  labors  of  the  pioneer  prevented  his 
taking  advantage  of  it,  and.  altogether,  he  never 
spent  but  twenty  days  in  the  schoolroom.  Be- 
fore he  was  twelve  lie  drove  a team  and  when 
lie  was  sixteen  he  joined  some  men  who  owned  a 
threshing  machine,  and  then,  perforce,  he  was 
obliged  to  learn  a little  arithmetic,  for  he  had 
to  keep  account  of  the  amount  of  work  per- 
tormed,  and  about  this  time  he  taught  himself 
to  read  and  write.  Little  by  little,  he  hardly 
knew  how,  he  picked  up  a great  deal  of  practical 
knowledge.  It  was  not  until  lie  was  twenty  that 
he  set  out  upon  an  independent  career,  hi-  earn- 
ings hitherto  having  been  turned  over  to  hi-> 
i sueiils. 

I hiring  the  following  nine  years  he  engaged  in 
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railroading,  for  two  years  being  a fireman  with 
Engineer  Everett  on  the  Wabash  & Toledo  Rail- 
way. and  later  having  charge  of  an  engine  him- 
self. Next  he  became  a stage  driver  between 
Springfield  and  Mechanicsburg,  and,  after  two 
years  at  that  occupation,  lie  went  to  Iowa  and 
drove  a stage  between  Keokuk  and  Montrose, 
and  finally  drove  the  stage  between  Indianola 
and  Saint  Charles,  Iowa. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Sullins  and  Xancy  J. 
Ball,  of  Woodbine,  Iowa,  took  place  February 
3.  1856.  She  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Lucius  and  Susanna  (Hickman) 
Ball,  and  when  she  was  about  sixteen  years  old 
she  bad  accompanied  the  family  to  Iowa.  The 
young  couple  commenced  housekeeping  on  a 
rented  farm  in  Harrison  county,  Iowa,  and  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  ten  years  they  prospered,  for 
they  were  industrious  and  deserving  of  success. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Sullins  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  for 
three  years  he  stood  at  the  post  of  duty,  partici- 
pating in  many  a battle  in  the  western  wing  of 
the  Union  army.  Among  others,  he  fought  in 
the  engagements  at  Champion  Hill,  Vicksburg 
and  Helena,  Ark.,  and  in  the  first-named  battle 
he  was  wounded  by  a hall  which  lodged  in  the 
flesh  near  the  thigh.  Without  waiting  for  the 
care  of  the  overworked  surgeons,  he  pluckily 
extracted  the  bullet  himself.  At  the  same  battle 
a piece  of  a shell  just  grazed  the  lower  part  of  his 
left  leg.  At  Saline  Fork,  Ark.,  where  they  were 
hard  pressed  by  the  enemy,  ninety-nine  six-mule 
teams  were  captured  by  the  latter,  and,  while 
they  were  looking  about  for  another  driver,  Mr. 
Sullins  cut  away  the  leader  and  made  a dash  for 
liberty.  It  happened  that  he  went  straight  into 
a swamp,  where,  as  he  thought,  pickets  had  been 
stationed,  for  he  dimly  perceived  a figure,  and, 
grasping  a pistol  in  each  hand,  he  charged  ahead. 
A voice,  unmistakably  that  of  a negro,  ex- 
claimed, "For  God's  sake,  massa,  don't  shoot!" 
and  then  led  him  through  the  swamp  to  a place 
of  safety.  Subsequently  Mr.  Sullins  was  dis- 
abled while  loading  logs  for  the  camp,  and  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Helena,  and  later  was 
transferred  to  that  at  Memphis.  He  then  was 
assigned  to  the  St.  Louis  hospital,  and,  alto- 
gether. spent  about  five  months  on  a sick-bed 
or  in  the  convalescents'  ward.  Afterwards,  lie 
was  assigned  to  the  Invalids'  corps  and  stationed 
at  Indianapolis,  where  he  served  as  a guard  over 
prisoners  .for  about  a year.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  in  that  city,  August  16,  1865,  and  re- 
turned home  immediately. 

In  the  meantime,  Mrs.  Sullins  had  been  living 
with  her  father,  whose  health  was  failing,  and, 
with  her  sisters,  whose  husbands  also  were  ab- 
sent in  the  army,  she  had  performed  the  accus- 
tomed duties  of  the  men  on  the  farm,  in  addition 
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to  caring  for  the  welfare  of  the  household  and 
looking  after  her  three  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom  was  only  eight  and  the  youngest  a year 
and  a half  old  at  the  close  of  the  war.  A daugh- 
ter, Mary,  married  Joseph  Ward,  and  resides  in 
Lincoln  county,  Okla.  Harry  I.  is  married  and 
lives  on  the  homestead  owned  by  our  subject. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  the  south,  Mr.  Sul- 
lins  and  family  moved  to  Andrew  county,  Mo., 
where  they  rented  land,  but  a year  later  they 
became  residents  of  Morgan  county.  Ilk,  where 
they  dwelt  two  .years.  In  1870  they  bought  a 
quarter-section  of  land  in  Labette  county,  Kans., 
and,  after  cultivating  it  for  seven  years,  sold  the 
place  and  went  to  Davis  county,  Mo.,  where  they 
remained  for  ten  years.  Trading  the  property 
for  a farm  in  Nemaha  county,  Kans.,  they  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  there  until  1890,  when  Mr. 
Sullins  bought  the  claim  to  his  present  home- 
stead on  section  28,  township  18,  range  1 west. 
Here  he  has  developed  a valuable  farm,  and.  as  it 
is  situated  along  the  fertile  river  bottom,  the  land 
is  highly  productive.  He  has  made  good  im- 
provements, and  is  considered  a thrifty  and  busi- 
ness-like man  in  all  his  dealings. 

Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  been 
loyal  to  his  party  since  Lincoln's  second  can- 
didacy for  the  presidential  office,  prior  to  which 
time  lie  was  a Democrat.  In  1898  he  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  sheriff  of  Logan  county,  and  is 
still  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  Hartranft  Post,  G.  A.  R..  and  has 
been  its  junior  and  senior  vice-president.  'At 
different  times  and  places  he  has  attended  re- 
unions of  the  Grand  Army,  and  ever  retains  a 
warm  place  in  his  heart  for  his  old  comrades. 


I Ol IN  WILLIS  SMITH.  It  is  almost  a mat- 
J ter  of  surprise  to  people  of  wide  informa- 
tion that  so  great  a proportion  of  the  lead- 
ing and  distinguished  men  of  the  United  States 
— the  men  of  to-day— -as  well  as  of  the  past, 
have  hailed  from  the  quiet  country  home.  Of 
this  multitude  is  John  Willis  Smith,  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  Oklahoma,  and  now 
a resident  of  Hennessey. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Willis  Smith,  was 
born  in  the  south,  and  during  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Illinois  removed  to  that  state  from  his 
former  Tennessee  home.  Locating  a farm  near 
Salem.  Marion  county,  he  developed  an  excellent 
homestead.  During  the  Blackhawk  war  he  par- 
ticipated m the  conflict,  defending  his  property 
and  dear  ones.  At  length  he  started  to  cross  the 
plains  of  the  great  west,  making  the  journev 
with  ox  teams,  but  ere  he  reached  his  destination 
he  was  stricken  with  the  cholera  and  tills  a lonelv 
grave  far  fn >m  his  old  home. 

I he  parents  of  our  subject,  Solomon  and  Eliz- 


abeth (Walls)  Smith,  were  natives  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The  mother,  who 
departed  this  life  in  Kansas  some  years  ago,  was 
a daughter  of  John  Walls,  who  lived  and  died 
in  Kentucky,  where  he  carried  on  and  owned  a 
large  plantation.  Solomon  Smith  was  reared 
chiefly  in  Illinois,  and  there  was  occupied  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  1870,  when  he  removed  to 
Cowley  county,  Kans.  Purchasing  a farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Winfield,  he  cultivated  the  place  for 
many  years,  and  now  is  numbered  among  the 
merchants  of  Burton,  Ivans.  While  the  [Mexican 
war  was  in  progress  he  enlisted  and  served  in  an 
Illinois  regiment.  Two  of  his  daughters,  [Mrs. 
Jane  Etheringtou  and  Mrs.  Hattie  Woods,  reside 
in  Burton,  while  [Mrs.  Mary  Slater  lives  in  King- 
fisher county;  [Mrs.  Amelia  Rockenbach,  in  Ca- 
nadian county,  Okla.,  and  [Mrs.  Allie  Pack,  in 
Cowley  county,  Kans.  C.  C.,  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  is  employed  as  teller  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Flora,  111. 

Born  Tune  30,  i860,  on  the  parental  home- 
stead near  Salem,  111.,  John  Willis  Smith  spent 
about  ten  years  in  that  locality,  and  the  remain- 
der of  his  youth  was  passed  in  Cowley  county, 
Kans.  His  educational  advantages  there  were 
not  very  good,  and  he  early  took  up  his  full 
share  of  the  farm  duties.  In  1880  he  went  with 
the  family  to  Winfield,  and  for  a year  or  more 
was  engaged  in  the  livery  business  there.  Then 
returning  to  agricultural  life,  he  also  embarked 
in  the  cattle  business,  beginning  to  buy  and  ship 
live  stock  to  markets. 

In  September,  1889,  [Mr.  Smith  located  a claim 
in  Oklahoma,  fourteen  miles  southeast  of  Hen- 
nessey, and  commenced  making'  improvements, 
and  to-day  he  owns  four  fine  farms  in  this  and 
Logan  counties.  For  several  years  he  made  his 
home  in  Guthrie,  meanwhile  dealing  largely  in 
cattle.  In  February,  1898,  he  became  a citizen 
of  Hennessey,  owing  to  his  varied  financial  in- 
vestments in  this  section,  and  is  acting  as  cashier 
of  the  bank  of  which  his  partner,  [Mr.  Drennan. 
is  president.  Together  they  own  a ten-thou- 
sand-acre ranch,  known  as  the  Boiling  Springs 
Ranch,  and  have  it  well  fenced  and  equipped 
with  needful  improvements.  It  is  situated  in 
Woods  county,  on  [Main  creek,  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  Cimarron  river.  They  keep 
large  herds  of  cattle  there,  and  have  a number 
of  fine  Ilerefords.  Besides,  they  have  yards  in 
Hennessey,  where  three  or  four  hundred  cattle 
are  specially  fattened  for  the  markets.  For  some 
time  the  partners  have  conducted  a large  and 
flourishing  business  in  grain,  having  elevators 
at  Hennessey,  Enid  and  Waukomis,  Okla.,  their 
capacitv  aggregating  liftv  thousand  bushels,  and. 
moreover,  they  maintain  grain  warehouses  at 
Garber  and  Pond  Creek.  Success  has  richly 
crowned  their  energetic  labors,  and  they  are  re- 
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spected  members  of  the  Oklahoma  and  Texas 
Stock  Growers'  Association,  and  belong  to  the 
( Jklahoma  and  Indian  Territorial  Grain  Associa- 
tions. 

In  the  southern  part  of  Hennessey  stands  the 
beautiful  home  of  Mr.  Smith,  which  he  erected 
himself  recently.  The  lady  who  presides  as  its 
hostess  formerly  bore  the  name  of  Mary  E.  Sla- 
ter. She  was  born  near  Carlisle,  Ilk.  and  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Smith,  December 
15,  1880,  she  was  living  in  Cowley  county,  Kans. 
Thev  have  a charming  family,  six  sons  and 
daughters,  namely:  Madge,  Glenn,  Eunice,  Leo, 
Herman  and  Merle.  Madge  is  attending  the  col- 
lege in  Sherman,  Tex.,  and  Glenn  is  a student  in 
the  Hennessey  high  school. 

Initiated  into  Masonry  in  Burton,  Kans..  in 
Clinton  Lodge  Xo.  233,  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  Air. 
Smith  now  is  affiliated  with  Coronado  Lodge 
Xo.  9,  of  this  city,  and  has  taken  the  Consistory 
degrees,  holding-  membership  at  Guthrie.  Okla. 
He  also  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
A member  of  the  Christian  Church,  he  is  now 
acting  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and 
is  a liberal  contributor  to  the  support  of  the 
church. 


HEXRY  L.  DOUGLAS.  Lying-  on  section 
25  of  [Mustang  township,  Canadian  county, 
is  the  farm  which  for  some  years  has  been 
owned  and  operated  by  Mr,  Douglas.  The  land 
is  rich  and  fertile  and  responds  readilv  to  the 
owner's  care  and  cultivation.  To  some  extent  it 
is  devpted  to  the  raising  of  corn  and  wheat,  but 
the  larger  portion  is  in  pasture  land  for  horses, 
mules  and  hogs,  and  the  products  of  the  farm 
are  used  entirely  for  feed  for  the  stock.  It  is  said 
that  the  stock  owned  by  [Mr.  Douglas  is  as  fine 
as  any  in  the  county,  or,  indeed,  in  the  entire  ter- 
ritory. He  is  the  owner  of  two  valuable  stal- 
lions, one  a Clydesdale,  the  other  a [Morgan:  and 
also  owns  three  thoroughbred  Kentuekv  jacks, 
the  grandsire  of  which  sold  for  $1,500. 

The  Douglas  family  was  early  established  in 
Kentucky,  from  which  state  Henrv  L.  Douglas, 
Sr.,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  moved  to  Boone 
county.  Mo.,  and  purchased  a sawmill  and  five 
hundred  acres  of  unimproved  land.  The  man- 
agement of  the  mill  was  given  to  his  son,  William 
< 1.,  when  the  latter  was  only  seventeen  years  of 
age,  and,  notwithstanding  his  lack  of  experience, 
he  proved  himself  a capable  superintendent 
and  manager.  Afterward  he  bought  a sawmill, 
which  he  conducted  in  connection  with  the  one 
owned  by  his  father.  At  the  same  time  he  owned 
and  improved  a farm,  l lis  last  years  were  de- 
voted largely  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he 
made  his  home  oil  his  Boone  countv  propertv 
until  his  death  in  1896.  lie  had  married  Mare 
1 r, 
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A.  Harris,  a native  of  Boone  county.  Their  son. 
Henry  L.,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Boone 
county  in  i860  and  received  his  education  in 
local  schools.  At  an  early  age  he  became  fa- 
miliar with  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
which  twin  occupations  he  has  since  conducted 
successfully.  Lor  some  time  he  cultivated  laud 
in  Missouri,  but  in  1891  he  came  to  Oklahoma 
and  bought  a tract  of  unimproved  land.  This 
property  he  later  sold  and  bought  a farm  in  the 
Mustang  bottom,  afterward  trading  that  place 
for  a Missouri  farm,  which  in  turn  he  sold  and 
bought  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  cultivates. 

In  1889  Mr.  Douglas  married  [Miss  Sudie 
Biswell,  daughter  of  Sheldon  Biswell,  a [Missouri 
farmer.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children. 
Marvel.  Lena,  Howard  and  Mary. 


DAVID  ROUSE  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes,  and  by  industry  and  per- 
severance has  managed  to  acquire  a goodlv 
fortune,  besides  educating-  and  caring  for  his 
family  in  a commendable  manner.  His  own  ad- 
vantages were  somewhat  limited,  but  lie  made 
the  best  of  every  opportunity  for  advancement, 
and  is  a man  of  liberal  information  and  practical 
experience. 

A native  of  Baden,  Germany,  [Mr.  Rouse  was 
born  December  28,  1834,  a son  of  Michael  and 
Mary  Rouse.  The  family  emigrated  to  America 
when  our  subject  was  only  two  vears  old,  and 
settled  in  Oneida  county,  X.  Y.  There  he  grew 
to  manhood,  receiving  a common-school  educa- 
tion and  learning  farming  in  all  of  its  details. 
When  he  was  a mere  lad  he  commenced  work- 
ing as  a wood-chopper,  and  manv  a long,  cold 
winter  he  was  thus  employed,  receiving  fiftv 
cents  a cord  for  his  labor.  He  also  worked  in 
a sawmill  and  later  followed  the  lumber  business 
until  he  reached  his  thirtieth  year. 

On  the  2 1 st  of  December.  1859,  ^r-  Rouse 
married  Catherine  Deuchler.  of  Oneida  countv. 
X.  A'.,  and  a native  of  Alsace,  France.  She  was 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  when  she  came  to 
this  country  with  her  parents.  Martin  and  Su- 
sanna ([Miller)  Deuchler.  and  for  forty-one  davs 
they  were  tossed  to  and  fro  upon  the  ocean,  en- 
countering some  dreadful  storms,  which  threat- 
ened them  with  destruction.  Mrs.  Rouse 
attended  school  some  after  the  familv  located  in 
( fiieida  county,  and  thus  is  familiar  with  both, 
the  German  and  English  languages.  She  sup- 
ported herself  from  her  sixteenth  year  until  she 
was  married,  and  always  has  been  an  active,  lmsv 
woman,  taking  delight  in  her  housekeeping  and 
proving  herself  a true  helpmate  to  her  husband. 

l or  lour  years  subsequent  to  his  marriage. 
Mr.  Rouse  continued  at  the  sawmill  business  in 
( )neida  count)-,  and  then,  as  he  was  the  voungest 
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of  the  five  children  of  the  parental  family,  he 
bought  and  carried  on  the  old  homestead  and 
took  care  of  the  venerable  couple  in  their  last 
years.  In  i88t  he  went  to  Atchison  county, 
Kans.,  and  bought  wild  land,  which  he  at  once 
commenced  improving.  In  the  ensuing  year  he 
moved  his  family  to  their  new  home,  and  for  ten 
years  they  industriously  labored  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  farm.  In  the  spring  of  1892  they 
came  to  Oklahoma  and  purchased  a claim,  to 
which  they  are  undisputed  owners.  It  is  situated 
on  the  northwestern  quarter  of  section  33,  town- 
ship 18,  range  1 west,  and  is  considered  a very 
desirable  homestead. 

The  four  children  of  our  subject  and  wife  are 
industrious,  loyal  citizens,  and  until  they  left 
home  they  took  an  active  part  in  the  busy  home 
life  of  their  parents.  David,  the  eldest  son,  is 
unmarried,  and  still  resides  in  Atchison  county, 
Kans.,  while  George,  who  has  a wife  and  two 
sons,  is  engaged  in  the  management  of  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  not  far  from  the  home  of  our  subject. 
Catharine  is  the  wife  of  Christian  Berber;  Julia, 
who  married  Adam  Dorson,  lives  in  Atchison 
county,  Kans.,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  little 
girls,  Julia  and  Ruth. 

Mr.  Rouse  had  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  strongly  instilled  into  him  in  his 
youth,  and  in  1856  he  cast  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  Buchanan.  He  still  gives  his  alle- 
giance to  the  party,  but  has  found  little  time  or 
inclination  to  participate  in  politics,  his  business 
and  domestic  interests  being  paramount  in  his 
mind.  As  a result  of  his  industry,  he  now  finds 
himself  in  the  possession  of  a competence  for 
old  age,  and  enjoys  the  respect  of  a large  circle 
of  friends. 


JUDGE  EMORY  D.  BROWNLEE.  One  of 
the  youngest,  if.  indeed,  he  may  not  lav 
claim  to  being  the  youngest,  register  of 
land  offices  ever  appointed  in  the  United  States, 
the  subject  of  this  article  is  especiallv  deserving 
of  notice  in  the  annals  of  Oklahoma.  Moreover, 
he  is  very  popular  in  social  circles,  and.  judging 
by  what  he  has  accomplished  within  the  past  few 
years  as  a public  official  and  business  man,  it  is 
safe  to  predict  for  him  a brilliant  future. 

As  his  surname  indicates,  Judge  Brownlee  is 
of  Scotch  extraction.  His  great-grandfather 
Brownlee  died  in  Scotland  just  after  selling  his 
estate  and  after  he  had  made  all  preparations  to 
come  to  America.  Knowing  his  wishes,  his 
widow  carried  out  the  plans  he  had  made,  and 
with  her  seven  sons  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
settled  in  < )hio.  ( )ne  of  the  number.  David 
Brownlee,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  thus  be- 
came one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Bnckeve  state. 
He  engaged  in  fanning  and  spent  his  entire  life 


in  Ohio,  his  death  occurring  in  Poland,  Mahon- 
ing county. 

The  judge's  parents,  William  R.  and  Mar\  E. 
(Cook)  Brownlee,  were  natives  of  Covlcsville 
and  Poland,  Ohio,  respectively.  1 he  father  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  for  many  years  in 
Ohio,  and  for  a period  was  editor  of  newspaper- 
in  Canfield  and  Chillicothe,  Ohio.  Subsequently 
he  went  to  Anderson,  Ind.,  where  he  likewise 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  editorial 
work.  In  1884  he  removed  to  Kingman,  Kans.. 
and  embarked  in  the  cattle  business.  However, 
he  was  soon  appointed  by  President  Cleveland 
as  register  of  the  United  States  land  office  at 
Larned.  He  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity 
until  the  day  of  Oklahoma's  opening  to  settle- 
ment. Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
professional  practice  in  Kingfisher.  At  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war  he  officiated  as  United  State- 
attorney  in  Virginia,  under  the  appointment  of 
General  Grant.  Though  he  has  been  a stanch 
Republican,  the  reason'  for  his  appointment  as 
register  of  the  land  office  at  Larned  is  that  he 
was  a personal  friend  of  Hendricks.  He  was 
also  a schoolmate  of  President  McKinley. 

As  previously  stated,  William  R.  Brownlee 
chose  for  a wife  Miss  Mary  E.  Cook,  of  Poland, 
Ohio.  Pier  parents,  P'hilo  and  Mary  (Sanderson) 
Cook,  were  early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Po- 
land, and  were  there  engaged  in  farming  for 
many  Years.  The  father  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford, Conn.,  and  the  mother  was  a native  of  Ken- 
dall, England.  He  died  in  early  life,  being  sur- 
vived by  Ins  widow,  who  attained  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  Five  children  were  born  to 
W.  R.  Brownlee  and  wife,  and  the  number  ba- 
llot yet  been  invaded  by  death.  One  son.  Rich- 
ard G.,  is  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Dewey 
county,  Okla.,1  and  also  is  the  editor  of  the  Taloga 
Times. 

The  birth  of  Emory.  D.  Brownlee  occurred  in 
Canfield,  Ohio.  September  8,  1872.  He  received 
an  excellent  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Anderson,  Ind.,  and  Larned,  Kans,  Subse- 
quently he  pursued  a course  of  studv  in  the 
Southwestern  Kansas  College,  at  Winfield. 
Kans.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1893  "’ith  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Sciences.  In  the  fall  of 
1893  he  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  graduated  two 
years  later  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

A few  days  after  Oklahoma  was  thrown  open 
to  settlement  Mr,  Brownlee  arrived  within  its 
boundaries,  and  until  the  fall  of  1893  made  ln- 
home  at  Kingfisher.  On  the  16th  of  September, 
1893,  he  made  the  race  into  the  Cherokee  strip, 
and  succeeded  in  locating  a quarter  section  of 
land  in  Garfield  county,  about  twelve  miles  from 
Enid,  and  this  claim  is  still  in  his  posscs-iou. 
After  his  graduation  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
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and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Enid  for  four  years.  In  the  fall  of  1897  he  was 
appointed  register  of  the  United  States  land  office 
at  Kingfisher  by  President  McKinley,  and 
soon  entered  upon  his  arduous  duties.  His  dis- 
trict embraces  the  counties  of  Kingfisher.  Blaine, 
Dewey  and  Day,  and  portions  of  the  counties  of 
Logan,  Oklahoma.  Canadian,  Custer  and  Ro"er 
Mills.  While  a resident  of  Enid  he  served  as  the 
attorney  of  the  Citizens  Bank.  He  belongs  to 
the  Territorial  Bar  Association,  and  has  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  the  movement  relating  to  free 
homes  and  statehood  for  Oklahoma.  He  is  pres- 
ident of  the  Territorial  Republican  Club  of  Okla- 
homa. While  a resident  of  Enid  he  was  identified 
with  the  Garfield  County  Republican  central 
committee.  He  is  interested  in  all  organizations 
which  tend  toward  the  elevation  of  men.  and  for 
some  years  lie  has  been  a valued  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

December  5,  1900.  Mr.  Brownlee  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Wilde,  of  Iowa. 


DM.  CAREY.  From  his  fourteenth  year 
D.  M.  Carey  has  been  actively  associated 
with  the  milling  business,  and  is  a prac- 
tical miller  and  millwright,  understanding  thor- 
oughly every  detail  of  the  business.  He  has 
superintended  the  construction  of  numerous 
mills,  and  thus  has  contributed  effectively  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  several  localities  in  which  he 
has  dwelt  in  the  past.  Nor  has  he  achieved  suc- 
cess in  one  direction  alone;  on  the  contrary,  he 
has  prospered  in  all  undertakings  to  which  he 
has  given  his  serious  attention,  and  to-day  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  the  owner  of  the  finest 
farm  in  Garfield  county,  the  most  desirable  from 
many  points  of  view. 

A son  of  Joseph  A.  and  Mary  Ellen  (Carney) 
Care}  , our  subject  was  born  October  12,  1861, 
near  Richford.  Wis.  His  father,  who  died  while 
engaged  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  then  a sol- 
dier in  a Wisconsin  regiment,  was  a native  of 
Ireland.  At  an 'early  day  he  settled  in  Rutland, 
\ t..  and  later  located  at  Richford,  Wis.,  where 
he  was  a pioneer.  Lie  was  married  while  in  the 
Green  Mountain  state  to  Miss  Carney,  whose 
birth  had  taken  place  in  Rutland,  and  who  came 
of  an  old  and  respected  New  England  family. 
She  departed  this  life  in  Wisconsin,  and  three  of 
their  four  children  survive,  James  A.,  living  near 
Stevens'  Point,  and  William  f.,  residing  at  Sioux 
F Fills,  S.  D. 

The  youth  of  D.  M.  Carey  was  passed  at  his 
native  place,  and,  owing  to  the  untimely  death  of 
his  father,  he  was  obliged  to  embark  in  the  bat- 
tles of  life  at  an  early  age.  Indeed,  he  was  onlv 
thirteen  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  a miller  at 
Richford,  and  his  first  experience  in  the  business 
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was  in  an  old-style  water-power  mill.  In  1876 
the  lad  went  to  \ alley  Springs,  S.  D.,  where  he 
remained  about  a year,  then  returning  to  Rich- 
ford, where  he  completed  his  trade.  He  won  the 
regard  of  the  proprietor,  who  entrusted  the  man- 
agement of  the  mill  to  him,  and,  after  a period, 
he  began  working  as  a millwright,  repairing  and 
building  mills  in  different  localities.  At  length 
he  leased  the  White  River  Mills,  at  White  River. 
Wis.,  but,  after  operating  them  for  some  time, 
they  were  destroyed  by  a cyclone. 

In  1883  Mr.  Carey  removed  to  the  west,  and 
for  more  than  a year  managed  the  Denver  City 
Eagle  Mills,  at  Denver,  Colo.  Then  for  three 
years  he  was  head-miller  of  the  Arkansas  (Ivans.) 
City  Milling  Company.  Later,  in  partnership 
with  two  others,  he  built  a mill  at  Cheney,  Ivans., 
and  then  operated  what  was  known  as  the 
Cheney  Mill  and  Elevator.  Disposing  of  his  in- 
terest at  last,  Mr.  Carey  went  to  Iowa,  and  ac- 
cepted a position  as  head-miller  of  mills  at 
Farragut,  Iowa,  owned  by  Replogle  & Brown, 
and  also  built  two  other  mills  for  the  firm. 

In  March,  1891.  Mr.  Carey  succeeded  in  inter- 
esting local  capital  at  El  Reno,  Okla.,  and 
planned  and  built  the  Canadian  Countv  Mills, 
then  acting  as  superintendent  of  the  same  until 
1896.  When  Garfield  county  was  opened,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1893,  he  located  a claim  on  section  10, 
township  2i,  range  8 west,  after  making  a run  of 
fourteen  miles  in  a rude  vehicle,  consisting  of  the 
axle  and  rear  wheels  of  a wagon,  and  the  dis- 
tance was  covered  in  less  than  an  hour.  At  once 
he  began  making  improvements,  and  in  1899 
erected  a commodious  modern  farm-house  at  a 
cost  of  $2,500.  Subsequently  lie  bought  adjoin- 
ing' land,  and  now  owns  four  hundred  and  eight}' 
acres.  The  land  is  rich  and  productive,  well 
watered  by  Turkey  creek,  and  thus  it  is  especiallv 
suitable  for  the  raising  of  live  stock.  The  owner 
of  the  place  keeps  large  herds  of  high  grade 
Herefords.  Shorthorns  and  Durhams.  At  pres- 
ent _his  step-son,  Irvin  Godfrey,  is  managing  the 
farm,  in  addition  to  which  he  owns  a quarter 
section,  and  thus  they  possess  the  entire  section, 
one  of  the  most  valuable  tracts  in  Oklahoma. 

After  Garfield  county  had  commenced  to  pro- 
duce grain  in  large  quantities  Mr.  Carev  suc- 
ceeded in  interesting  capital  in  the  matter  of 
properly  handling  the  output,  and  when  the  Enid 
Mill  & Elevator  Company  was  organized  he  was 
employed  to  superintend  the  building  of  the 
plant.  It  now  ranks  among  the  largest  mills  in 
the  territory,  and  since  its  completion  Mr.  Carev 
has  officiated  as  the  head  miller. 

The  pleasant  farm-house  recently  built  bv  our 
subject  is  presided  over  by  his  wife,  formerlv 
Mrs.  Lizzie  1.  ( Bower)  Godfrey.  She  is  a native 
nl  Indiana,  and  was  a resident  of  Arkansas  Citv, 
Kans.,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Care}. 
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Thc\  arc  members  of  t lie  Christian  Science 
Church  of  Enid. 


Mart ix  s.  hosteller,  h.  d.  The 

bracing,  healthful  air  and  surroundings  of 
( )klahoma  have  attracted  a large  share  of 
its  population,  and  among  those  who  are  being 
greatly  benefited  is  included  the  honored  subject 
of  this  article.  He  takes  an  earnest  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  this  section  of  the  Union,  and  in 
every  possible  manner  seeks  to  promote  its  per- 
manent prosperity. 

’the  paternal  grandfather  of  Dr.  Hosteller, 
who  bore  the  same  Christian  name,  was  a native 
of  Germany,  but  his  wife,  Phoebe  Saekett,  was 
born  in  Ohio.  They  lived  in  Ohio  for  many  years 
during  its  early  settlement,  and  there  the  doc- 
tor’s father,  Thomas  Hosteller,  first  saw  the 
light  of  day.  He  was  an  agriculturist  by  occupa- 
tion, and  when  he  was  a young  man  he  decided 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  then  frontier  state  of 
Illinois.  He  was  one  of  the  first  white  settlers 
of  the  central  portion  of  the  state,  and  his  expe- 
riences were  full  of  hardships  and  privations  for  a 
number  of  years.  His  faithful  helpmate  and  de- 
voted wife  was  Hiss  Charlotte  Morris  in  her 
girlhood,  and  Tennessee  was  her  birthplace. 

Hartin  S.  Hosteller  was  born  upon  the  pioneer 
farm  owned  by  his  father  in  Illinois,  and  there 
he  early  mastered  the  details  of  agriculture.  With 
inherent  energy  and  ambition  he  determined  to 
acquire  a thorough  education,  and  when  he  had 
gleaned  a fair  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches  he  commenced  teaching  local  schools, 
thus  obtaining  the  means  for  further  advantages. 
Going  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  he  pursued  a course 
of  study  in  the  Eclectic  Hedical  College,  and 
finallv  was  graduated  from  that  institution.  Then, 
returning  to  his  native  state,  he  practiced  medi- 
cine for  two  years  in  Hason  county,  after  which 
he  located  in  Sangamon  county,  same  state,  and 
for  twelve  years  was  successfully  occupied  in  the 
duties  of  his  chosen  field  of  usefulness.  At  length 
failing  health  led  him  to  remove  to  Jackson 
county.  Ho.,  and  there,  as  formerly,  he  built  up 
a large  and  lucrative  practice.  For  ten  vears  he 
assiduously  gave  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
alleviation  of  suffering  and  illness  in  that  locality. 
When  ( )klahoma  was  thrown  open  to  general 
settlement  he  joined  the  multitudes  of  home- 
seekers  and  secured  the  fine  claim  where  he  now 
resides.  It  is  the  southeastern  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 22.  township  i i,  range  5,  Canadian  countv. 
Here  he  first  found  his  time  fullv  occupied  in 
making  improvements  and  cultivating  his  land, 
but  when  his  merits  as  a physician  became  known 
he  was  obliged  to  return  to  his  old  vocation, 
lo-dav  he  combines  the  free,  healthful  out-door 
file  o|  the  tiller  o|  the  soil  and  that  of  the  phvsi- 


cian  and  surgeon,  and  is  enjoying  his  existence 
better  than  ever  before. 

• Prior  to  the  years  which  he  spent  in  the  med- 
ical College  in  Cincinnati,  Dr.  Hosteller  married 
Sarah  Antle,  a daughter  of  Leonard  and  Rachel 
(Spainhower)  Antle,  all  early  inhabitants  of  Illi- 
nois. The  only  daughter  of  the  doctor  and  wife 
is  Hand  H.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Francis  Woods, 
of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  country.  Fred  F. 
and  Albert  A.  are  enterprising  young  men,  and 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  Bert  B.,  is  attending 
college. 

A man  of  liberal  education  and  general  infor- 
mation, Dr.  Hosteller  heartily  supports  schools 
and  churches  and  all  movements  which  lie'  be- 
lieves to  be  beneficial  to  the  country.  For  some 
five  years  he  has  been  a director  on  the  school 
board,  giving  his  influence  toward  the  mainte- 
nance of  good  educational  facilities  for  the 
young.  Politically  he  favors  the  Populists.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a Hethodist  in  belief. 


HOX.  F.  E.  GILLETT,  a well-known  and 
prominent  citizen  of  El  Reno,  occupies  a 
fine  position  among  the  successful  lawyers 
of  Oklahoma,  and  as  the  head  of  the  firm  of 
Gillett  & Libby  is  carrying  on  a substantial  prac- 
tice. A native  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  he 
was  born  January  7,  1848.  a son  of  Asa  Gillett, 
Jr.  His  grandfather,  Asa  Gillett,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
'Connecticut,  of  English  ancestry,  the  founder  of 
the  Gillett  family  having  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land in  colonial  days,  becoming  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  that  Xew  England  state.  He 
was  a young  man  of  enterprise  and  ambition, 
who  followed  the  tide  of  emigration  westward 
as  far  as  Ohio,  and  in  Ashtabula  county  pre- 
empted a tract  of  forest-covered  land,  from  which 
he  literally  hewed  out  a homestead,  and  there  he 
was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  four-score  years. 

Asa  Gillett,  Jr.,  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
parental  homestead  in  Ohio,  living  there  until 
1861,  when  he  removed  with  his  familv  to  Em- 
poria, Rans.,  and  was,  to  the  close  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  engaged  as  an  cmplovc  of  the 
commissary  of  the  west,  and  stationed  at  Olathe, 
Kans.  After  the  war  he  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  business,  and  later  in  the  hardware 
business  at  Emporia.  Kans.,  from  thence  going 
to  Cottonwood  balls,  Kans.,  where,  until  his 
death,  he  became  interested  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness. He  married  Cornelia  Fisk,  who  was  born 
in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Zede- 
kiah  Fisk,  who  was  a pioneer  farmer  of  Ashta- 
bula comity,  removing  there  from  Xew  York, 
the  state  of  his  birth.  She  died  in  Emporia. 
Kans.  t h the  children  born  of  their  union,  live 
grew  10  years  ol  maturitv.  and  one  daughter  and 
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three  sons  are  living,  the  sons  being  as  follows: 
Frank  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Judge  Pres- 
ton IF,  residing  in  Kingman,  Kans.,  an  attorney, 
and  judge  of  the  twenty-eighth  judicial  district: 
and  Guv,  residing  in  Hennessey,  and  now  with 
the  Dowes  Commission  in  Indian  Territory. 

Frank  E.  Gillett  attended  the  public  schools  of 
In's  native  town  until  May,  1861,  when,  a boy  of 
thirteen  years,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Emporia,  Kans.  From  1863  until  the  close  of 
the  war  he  served  as  orderly  on  the  staff  of 
Colonel  Plum.  On  returning  home  he  was  one 
of  the  seventeen  students  to  organize  and  estab- 
lish the  normal  school  at  Emporia.  Being  de- 
sirous of  entering  the  legal  profession,  he  read 
law  under  Samuel  X.  Wood,  of  Cottonwood 
Falls,  and  under  Judge  L.  Houk,  of  Hutchinson, 
Kans.,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  latter 
place  in  1876,  and  afterward  practicing  there  for 
two  years.  In  1878  he  located  in  Kingman, 
Kans.,  where  he  continued  to  practice  until  com- 
ing to  El  Reno  in  July,  1S92.  He  took  a very 
active  part  in  political  affairs  in  Kansas,  having 
been  elected  to  the  house  of  representatives,  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  in  1882,  re-elected  in  1884 
and  in  1886.  In  the  sessions  of  1883,  1885,  the 
special  session  of  1886,  and  the  session  of  1888 
he  served  as  chairman  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee of  the  house.  In  1888  he  was  elected  state 
senator  from  the  Hutchinson  district,  and  served 
until  1892,  being  chairman  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee during  the  entire  four  years.  While  in 
the  senate  lie  was  delegate  to  the  convention 
composed  of  members  of  the  legislatures  of  sev- 
eral states,  which  met  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  was 
there  elected  chairman  of  the  convention. 

Since  coming  to  El  Reno,  in  1892,  Mr.  Gillett 
has  been  very  successful,  and  has  won  an  envia- 
ble reputation  for  his  legal  ability  and  skill. 
Among  his  other  varied  undertakings  may  be 
mentioned  bis  connection  with  the  organization 
of  the  Oklahoma  Farmers’  Mutual  Indemnity 
Association,  of  which  lie  has  been  secretary  since 
its  inception  in  March,  1899.  Politically,  he  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  Fraternally,  he  is  associated  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  lodge 
lie  is  past  grand  master,  anti  he  is  also  a Knight 
of  Pythias.  As  a member  of  the  Commercial 
t lub,  he  has  wielded  an  extended  influence,  and 
as  one  of  its  founders  foresaw  its  benefit  in  pro- 
mulgating sound  business  principles. 

January  7,  1870,  in  Kansas,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Gillett  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Brown,  a 
native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  who  was  educated 
and  grew  to  womanhood  in  Lawrence,  Kans. 
Her  adopted  father.  Rev.  J.  S.  Brown,  was  an 
early  settler  in  Lawrence,  where  he  now  re- 
sides, deserving  the  distinction  of  being  the 
oldest  resident  in  that  part  of  the  state.  To  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Gillett  have  been  born  five  children: 
Cornelia,  wife  of  M.  D.  Libby,  of  the  firm  of  Gil- 
lett & Libby:  Mary,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Engle,  of 
El  Reno;  Charles,  of  El  Reno:  Frank,  who  is 
in  business  in  Oklahoma  City;  and  Fred,  who  is 
a member  of  tbe  junior  class  at  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College,  at  Stillwater,  Okla. 
Mrs.  Gillett  is  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 


AJ.  SLIEF  comes  from  the  thrifty  country 
% of  Holland,  where  he  was  born,  seventy- 
five  miles  south  of  Amsterdam.  He  came 
to  America  in  1883.  'and  settled  in  Missouri, 
where  he  lived  for  a year,  and  in  1884  moved  to 
Sumner  county,  Kans.  While  there  he  rented 
land  and  conducted  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

April  22,  1889.  Slief  made  the  run  from 
Big  Camp,  at  Buffalo  Springs,  and  located  on 
the  land  which  has  since  been  the  scene  of  his 
untiring  efforts.  In  November  of  the  same  year 
his  family  joined  him  in  the  newly  opened  terri- 
tory and  with  their  aid  greatly  facilitated  the 
work  of  starting  the  machinery  of  their  farm  in 
Kingfisher  county.  The  house  upon  the  farm 
was  built  of  lumber  brought  into  the  territory 
on  the  first  train  into  Dover.  The  improvements 
are  of  the  best  possible  kind,  and  ten  acres  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  all  kinds  of  fruits,  and 
there  is,  besides,  an  orchard. 

In  1895  Slief  added  to  his  possessions  bv 
the  purchase  of  another  quarter  section  of  land 
on  northwest  section  11,  township  17,  range  6, 
Kingfisher  county,  and  in  1897  he  bought  south- 
west section  8,  and  now  owns  four  hundred  acres, 
thus  making  him  the  largest  land  owner  in  Ban- 
ner township.  The  land  is  largely  used  for  rais- 
ing wheat  and  corn,  with  a preference  for  the 
former.  In  addition,  Air.  Slief  devotes  much 
time  and  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock,  and 
usually  has  from  forty-five  to  a hundred  head. 
\\  ith  the  raising  of  his  crops  lie  has  been  unusu- 
ally successful,  and  has  rarely  suffered  anv  se- 
rious losses  or  failures.  To  facilitate  the  watering 
of  stock,  artificial  ponds  have  been  constructed 
on  the  farm,  from  which  good  results  have  been 
derived. 

In  political  affiliations  Mr.  Slief  is  associated 
with  the  Populist  party,  and  has  held  several 
important  township  offices,  including  that  of 
township  treasurer  for  two  years.  With  charac- 
teristic modesty  he  refused  the  office  of  countv 
treasurer,  but  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  for  several  years.  His  well-known 
generosity  has  extended  to  the  field  of  education, 
and  he  has  contributed  largely  toward  the  main- 
tenance of  a superior  system.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Anna  Elsenrath  in  1885,  and  the 
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result  of  this  union  is  eight  children:  Clara  E., 
Dollie  R.,  Minnie  R.,  Goltly  R.,  Walter  A.,  Floyd 
L.,  \'erna  M.  and  William  A.  Like  many  others 
who  have  sought  to  better  their  fortunes  in  ( )kla- 
honia,  Mr.  Slief  began  at  the  bottom  round  of 
the  ladder,  and  his  perseverance,  enterprise,  pa- 
tience and  grit  have  accomplished  more  in  a 
short  time  than  have  others  after  many  years  of 
toil  and  experience. 


CYRUS  A.  MUX  DELL.  No  resident  of 
eastern  Canadian  county  is  better  known 
than  the  genial  proprietor  of  Hotel 
Yukon,  and  certainly  none  is  more  deserving  of 
the  high  position  he  occupies  in  the  public  es- 
teem. Possessing  a very  enterprising  nature, 
he  has  worked  his  way  to  prosperity  where  a 
man  of  less  determination  would  have  suc- 
cumbed to  adverse  circumstances.  Much  of  his 
active  life  nas  been  passed  on  the  frontier, 
for  which  existence  he  is  admirably  qualified  by 
nature.  In  addition  to  the  management  of  his 
hotel,  which  is  the  leading  place  of  its  kind  in 
Yukon,  he  manages  the  farm  that  he  has  owned 
for  some  years,  and  superintends  the  crops  that 
are  raised  upon  it.  He  also  does  considerable 
business  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  land. 

Mr.  Mundell  was  born  in  Woodford  county, 
111.,  in  1855,  a son  of  James  O.  and  Sarah  (Cling- 
man)  Mundell,  natives,  respectively,  of  Indiana 
and  Ohio,  and  both  of  Pennsylvanian  ancestry. 
His  mother's  father,  John  Clingman,  of  Ohio, 
descended  from  an  English  family  who  owned  a 
ship  line  from  Liverpool  to  Australia.  When 
Cyrus  was  a boy,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm  in  Woodford 
county.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  Young  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  freighting  business  for  four  years.  During 
the  winter  of  1877-78  he  engaged  in  hunting  buf- 
faloes. The  hides  of  the  animals  he  left  on  the 
prairie  until  April,  1878,  when  he  loaded  them 
on  his  freight  wagons  and  hauled  them  to  Sher- 
man, Tex.,  disposing  of  them  at  Si. 75  each..  The 
best  of  the  buffalo  meat  he  saved  bv  drying,  and 
sold  one  thousand  pounds  of  the  dried  meat  in 
the  markets.  While  this  venture  did  not  bring 
him  large  financial  returns,  yet  his  experience 
will  always  be  treasured  as  among  the  most  in- 
teresting epochs  of  his  life. 

During  the  winter  of  1878-79  Mr.  Mun- 
dell settled  on  leased  land  adjacent  to  the 
Washita  river,  in  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  I.  T„ 
and  there  he  embarked  in  farming.  However, 
he  had  much  to  contend  with.  Not  only  was  the 
land  raw  and.  unimproved,  markets  remote  and 
people  scattered,  but,  in  addition,  a severe  and 
protracted  drought  caused  a partial  failure  of 
the  crops,  and  left  him  with  practically  no  finan- 


cial returns  for  his  labor.  Believing  he  could 
better  his  condition  in  Illinois,  he  returned  to 
that  state  and  engaged  in  farming,  but  again 
his  returns  were  less  than  he  might  reasonable 
expect;  so,  after  three  years  of  Hoods  and  dis- 
aster, he  concluded  even  such  a dry  climate  as 
the  Indian  Territory  would  be  preferable,  and 
accordingly  returned  to  the  Chickasaw  Nation, 
where  he  leased  farm  land.  As  the  land  was 
raw  and  the  surroundings  those  of  the  frontier, 
it  took  him  some  time  to  get  a start,  but  finally 
a measure  of  success  rewarded  him  efforts,  and 
at  the  time  Oklahoma  was  opened  he  had  two 
teams,  a few  head  of  cattle,  and  S400  in  cash. 
Coming  to  Canadian  county  in  1889,  lie  secured 
a claim  on  Shell  creek,  near  Yukon.  His  money 
he  used  in  the  improvement  of  the  claim.  At  the 
same  time  he  had  an  income  from  his  leased 
land  in  Chickasaw;  having  sold  his  lease  to  his 
father-in-law,  some  years  later,  he  then  gave  his 
entire  attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising  in 
Canadian  county.  After  a time  he  met  with  suc- 
cess. From  his  wheat  crop  one  year  he  realized 
$1,000.  above  expenses.  With  this  money  he 
bought  another  farm,  which  he  sold  a year  later, 
clearingSyco  in  the  transaction.  Later  he  bought 
a house  in  Yukon,  for  which  he  paid  8100  down 
and  the  remainder  in  installments.  After  a time 
he  traded  the  house  for  Plotel  Yukon,  paying 
the  difference  in  cash.  Since  then  he  has  given 
his  attention  to  the  management  of  the  hotel. 

In  1880  Mr.  Mundell  married  Mary  Frances 
Doss,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  daughter  of 
Henry  Lee  and  Wealthy  (Clements)  Doss,  of 
old  southern  ancestry,  tier  father  was  in  the 
Confederate  service  for  a time  during  the 
Civil  war.  Afterward  he  moved  to  Missouri, 
thence  to  Texas,  and,  after  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter,  settled  in  the  Indian  Territory.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased.  Six  children 
were  born  to  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mundell. 
but  one  died  in  infancy,  and  another,  Sadie  M„ 
in  childhood.  Those  now  living  are:  Carrie  S., 
Alpha  Pearl,  Ida  May  and  Wealthy  A. 


T AMES  M.  BRINDLEY  is  numbered  among 
J the  enterprising  farmers  of  Mustang  town- 
ship, Canadian  county.  When  he  came  to 
Oklahoma  in  1893  he  bought  a relinquishment 
and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  this  property,  which  lies  on  section  28. 
township  11,  range  5.  Much  of  his  time  is  tie- 
voted  to  his  orchard,  which  covers  fiftv  acres  and 
contains  all  of  the  best  varieties  of  fruits.  This 
of  course  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  his  place, 
and  there  is  also  a vineyard  that  is  in  bearing 
condition.  Taken  altogether,  the  place  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  township,  and  the  owner  is  recog- 
nized as  a progressive  and  deserving  man. 
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Mr.  Brindley  was  born  in  Indiana,  a son  of 
\|,jjah  and  Margaret  (Cardwell)  Brindley,  na- 
tive'. respectively,  of  Indiana  and  North  Caro- 
lina. His  paternal  ancestors  came  from  England, 
iin,l  were  pioneers  in  this  country,  as  were  also 
the  Cardwells.  When  our  subject  was  three 
vears  old  his  father  died,  and  he  was  only  nine 
when  death  deprived  him  of  his  sole  remaining 
parent.  At  that  time  he  secured  work  on  a 
(arnt  and  thenceforward  was  self-supporting.  He 
eontinued  as  a farm  hand  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  started  out  in  the  world  for 
himself.  He  had  little  to  call  his  own,  and  what 
lie  has  gained  represents  his  unaided  efforts. 
Leaving  Indiana,  he  tried  his  fortune  in  the  west, 
married  and  established  his  home  on  a farm  in 
Nemaha  county,  Kans.,  where  he  tilled  the  soil 
for  eight  years.  From  there  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa in  1893  and  settled  on  the  place  he  still 
owns. 

In  politics  Mr.  Brindley  is  a Democrat.  He 
believes  in  education  and  has  served  efficiently 
on  the  school  board.  While  he  is  not  identified 
with  any  church,  he  is  in  sympathy  with  religious 
work  and  a believer  in  the  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

In  1885  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Brind- 
ley to  Miss  Emma  Brown,  a native  of  Ohio.  They 
are  the  parents  of  five  children,  Edward  W.,  Rov 
M,  J ason  B.,  James  G.  and  Charles  K. 


I OHN  R.  STIVERS,  who  served  in  the  ca- 
J pacity  of  constable  under  the  appointment 
of  Governor  Steele,  prior  to  the  organization 
of  Oklahoma  territory,  is  one  of  our  most  pro- 
gressive and  representative  citizens.  He  takes 
great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  keeps  thoroughly  posted  in  all  of  the 
prominent  issues  of  the  day. 

1 he  maternal  great-grandfather  of  the  above- 
named  gentleman  was  Rufus  Bennett,  a hero 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  his  patriotic  spirit 
has  been  found  in  each  succeeding  generation  of 
hi--  posterity.  He  fortunately  survived  the  dread- 
ful V yoming  valley  massacre  in  Pennsylvania 
and  followed  the  peaceful  avocations  of  a tiller 
"f  the  soil.  He  married  a lady  of  the  same  sur- 
name as  himself,  Martha  Bennett,  and  their 
daughter,  Celesta,  was  born  on  their  farm  in  the 
Keystone  state.  She  became  the  wife  of  Randall 
Stivers,  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  Of  their  children 
b(>rn  in  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  B.  became  the 
father  of  John  R.  Stivers.  For  a wife,  Thomas 
I’*.  Stivers  chose  Catherine  Stucker,  who,  like- 
wise, came  of  an  old  and  respected  family  of  that 
scction  of  the  Union.  In  occupation,  Mr.  Sti- 
vyrs  was  a joiner  and  carpenter,  and  made  a good 
livelihood. 


The  birth  of  John  R.  Stivers  took  place  in 
Luzerne  county,  Pa.,  in  1842.  He  was  less  than 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  commenced  to 
work,  driving  horses  on  the  towpath  of  the 
northern  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  canal. 
When  he  was  fifteen  he  undertook  the  heavv 
work  of  logging  in  the  woods,  and  for  some  time 
was  employed  in  peeling  tanbark  for  use  in  the 
tanneries. 

When  nineteen  years  old,  John  R.  Stivers  en- 
listed in  Company  C.  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
third  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
for  three  years,  or  until  the  war  was  terminated, 
he  stood  at  his  post  of  duty,  making  a record  of 
which  he  has  reason  to  be  proud.  Though  such 
a young  man,  he  early  was  fighting  in  the  thick- 
est of  the  fray,  and,  among  the  numerous  impor- 
tant battles  in  which  he  participated,  Chancel- 
lorsville  and  Gettysburg  should  be  mentioned. 
In  the  last-named  terrible  strife  he  was  wounded 
and  when  he  had  sufficiently  recovered  he  was 
placed  in  detached  service  in  the  quartermaster's 
department  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps.  Just  pre- 
vious to  the  second  draft  in  New  York  state,  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  Hart  Island,  New  York 
harbor,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  prisoners 
and  affording  protection  in  case  of  riot.  All  on 
detached  duty  were  then  ordered  to  report  to 
their  respective  companies.  When  the  Civil  war 
had  ended,  our  subject  was  honorably  discharged 
and  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Harris- 
burg, Pa. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Stivers  engaged  in  car- 
pentering work  until  1869.  when  he  went  to 
Shelby  county,  Mo.,  and  bought  a farm.  In  the 
Centennial  year  he  went  to  Winfield,  Ivans., 
where  he  raised  one  crop,  and  then,  going  to  the 
town  of  Grenola,  in  the  same  state,  he  resumed 
his  former  employment  as  a carpenter.  About  a 
year  later  he  embarked  in  a livery  business, 
which  he  disposed  of  in  1881,  and  later  he  was 
similarly  occupied  in  Cowley  and  Harper  coun- 
ties, same  state.  In  1884  he  sold  his  liverv  and 
for  a twelve-month  carried  on  a grocerv  at 
Harper.  His  next  move  was  to  the  Chickasaw 
Nation,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  Okla- 
homa was  opened  to  the  public.  Making  the 
run  into  this  county  with  a host  of  others,  he 
secured  his  present  quarter-section  of  land,  it 
being  located  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  sec- 
tion 22,  township  11,  range  5.  Canadian  countv. 
He  has  met  with  marked  success  in  his  endeav- 
ors to  raise  paying  crops,  and  also  deals  profita- 
bly in  cattle  and  hogs.  He  has  a well-kept 
orchard,  a vineyard  and  a fine  variety  of  small 
fruit's. 

In  1880  Mr.  Stivers  wedded  Emily  -V,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and-  Catherine  (Yarvel)  Thornton, 
all  of  Missouri.  The  parents  are  now  residents  of 
this  county,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
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know  them.  Seven  children  bless  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  wife,  namely:  Grace  T.,  Frank 
R.,  Annie  E.,  Floyd,  Mabel  B.,  John  Ray,  and 
McYay. 


JA.  HATCHETT,  M.  D.  Among  the  prom- 
inent physicians  of  Canadian  county,  no 
one  is  held  in  higher  respect  than  Dr. 
Hatchett,  of  El  Reno.  He  was  born  March  4, 
1853,  in  Montgomery  county.  Mo.,  a son  of 
LeRoy  Hatchett,  and  a grandson  of  Joseph 
Hatchett.  The  family  is  of  English  origin,  being 
able  to  trace  their  ancestry  in  a direct  line  back 
to  the  sixteenth  century. 

Joseph  Hatchett  was  a Virginian  by  birth,  but 
in  early  life  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  In- 
diana, whence  he  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
111.,  where  he  lived  for  a while,  not  far  from 
the  town  of  Warsaw.  He  was  a minister  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  he  held  long  pastor- 
ates, his  last  having  been  in  Abingdon,  Knox 
county.  111.  He  was  a pioneer  preacher  of  that 
denomination,  and  a contemporary  of  Barton 
Stone  and  Alexander  Campbell,  prominent  lead- 
ers in  the  early  church  history  of  those  states. 
He  and  his  sons  assisted  in  driving  the  Mor- 
mons from  Illinois,  a measure  to  which  the 
people  were  obliged  to  resort. 

LeRoy  Hatchett  was  born  in  Indiana  and  ac- 
quired his  education  mainly  through  his  own 
efforts,  attending  school  when  he  could  in  his 
native  state  and  in  Illinois.  A self-made  man 
in  the  truest  sense  implied  by  the  term,  lie  be- 
came one  of  the  efficient  ministers  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  earning  on  his  active  labors  in 
various  parts  of  Illinois.  Missouri  and  Kentucky, 
where  the  influence  of  his  good  works  are  yet 
visible.  Now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years, 
he  is  living  retired,  at  Martinsburg,  Mo.,  being 
the  last  of  his  father's  family.  He  married  Mary 
Adams,  a daughter  of  Lebanon  Adams,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  descendant  of  an  old  family  of 
that  state.  Her  father  became  an  early  settler 
of  Louisana,  Pike  county.  Mo.,  where  he  spent 
his  last  years.  She  died  at  Farmington,  Mo. 
Of  the  five  children  born  of  their  union,  but  two 
are  living,  a daughter  and  one  son.  the  doctor. 

J.  A.  Hatchett  received  his  elementary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Moberly,  Mo.,  and 
in  other  towns  of  Randolph  county  in  which  his 
youth  was  spent.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  began  teaching,  and  when  he  hail  accumulated 
sufficient  money  to  defray  his  expenses  com- 
pleted the  course  at  the  Kirksville  (Mod  Normal 
School.  He  subsequently  resumed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a teacher  in  Missouri,  having  been  princi- 
pal for  a while  in  the  Middlegrove  and  Renick 
schools.  While  thus  employed  lie  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  F.  Keith,  of  Stur- 


geon, Mo.  In  1882  he  entered  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  in  the  spring  01 
1884  he  was  graduated  from  the  Missouri  Med- 
ical College  at  St.  Louis,  in  which  he  took  a post- 
graduate course  in  1891.  In  1896  Dr.  Hatchett, 
who  has  been  a lifelong  student,  never  neglect- 
ing an  opportunity  to  advance  his  knowledge  ot 
the  science  of  medicine,  took  a post-graduate 
course  in  Chicago,  and  in  1899  took  another 
course  in  the  city  of  New  York,  studying  under 
physicians  of  eminence  in  their  profession. 

hi  1884  Dr.  Hatchett  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Sturgeon,  Mo.,  and  from  there  in 
1886  he  went  to  Clark,  Mo.,  where  he  remained 
six  years.  In  1891  he  settled  in  El  Reno,  where 
he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice, and  won  an  extended  reputation  for  skill 
and  ability  as  a general  practitioner.  He  lias 
been  very  prominent  in  local  matters,  having 
served  as  president  of  the  board  of  health  from 
1893  until  1899:  has  been  a member  of  the  El 
Reno  school  board  since  1892,  during  which  time 
great  advancement  in  educational  affairs  has 
been  made,  new  school  buildings  having  been 
erected,  the  schools  graded  and  other  improve- 
ments formulated.  For  six  years  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  pension  board,  having  been  appointed 
under  President  Harrison,  continued  through 
the  administration  of  Cleveland,  and  reappointed 
by  President  McKinley,  serving  until  he  ic- 
signed  to  go  to  New  York.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Territorial  Medical  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  was  president  in  1897.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

In  Sturgeon,  Mo.,  Dr.  Hatchett  married  Man- 
Turner,  who  was  born  in  Andrian  county.  Mo., 
being-  a descendant  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most 
respected  families.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hatchett  have 
three  children,  namely:  Ray  T.,  Olivette,  and 
Louisa.  Mrs.  Hatchett  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  she  is  an  active 
worker. 


T OSEPH  S\  ANDA  is  a successful  agricul- 
J turist  from  other  shores  who  has  made  a 
name  for  himself  in  his  adopted  territorv  of 
Oklahoma.  He  was  born  in  Bohemia  December 
20,  1865,  and  in  1880  came  to  America,  locating 
first  in  Omaha,  and  later  settling  near  Iowa  City, 
where  he  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  Tn  the  fall  of  1880  his  parents  and  six 
brothers  came  from  Bohemia  and  made  their 
home  with  him.  For  years  they  successfully  and 
amicably  conducted  their  farming  enterprises, 
finally  moving  to  Aurora  countv,  S.  D.,  and 
farming  at  White  Lake  for  two  years. 

At  Omaha  Mr.  Svanda  married  Anna  Spican. 
of  Bohemia.  For  six  years  he  engaged  in  the 
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iron-moulding  business  in  Omaha.  After  travel- 
ing over  the  territory  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
( tklahoma  City,  and  for  four  years  engaged  in 
tlie  grocery  business,  after  which  he  sold  out  his 
interest  and  moved  to  the  Cherokee  strip.  In 
\'.>rth  Enid  he  conducted  a large  anil  successful 
business  in  the  mercantile  line,  and  also  shipped 
hav  and  grain.  While  living  there  he  became 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  place, 
and  was  president  of  the  Banners'  Mill  and  Ele- 
vator Company,  that  erected  the  mill  in  which  he 
conducted  his  business.  He  also  was  interested 
in  the  political  developments  of  the  community, 
and  held  the  position  of  councilman  for  some 
years. 

In  1899  Mr.  Svanda  thought  to  better  his  con- 
dition by  a change  of  location,  and  moved  to 
Yukon,  where  his  parents  and  brothers  are  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Here  also  he  has  taken  a 
great  interest  in  the  politics  of  the  community, 
and  has  several  times  been  a delegate  to  the 
county  Republican  conventions. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Svanda  have  been  born  three 
children:  John,  William  and  Anna.  Mr.  Svanda 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  people  of  his  local- 
ity, who  appreciate  his  various  excellent  quali- 
ties, his  integrity  and  reliability,  and  the  spirit  of 
generosity  which  impels  him  to  lend  material  and 
other  assistance  whenever  he  is  called  upon  to 
aid  in  the  public  welfare.  In  fact  he  is  a credit 
to  the  many  sons  of  Bohemia  who  have  cast  their 
lot  among  the  free-loving  people  of  America, 
and  aided  by  their  ability  and  sterling  national 
traits  the  development  and  improvement  of  her 
resources. 


GEORGE  W.  WHITE,  who  faithfully 
served  his  country  throughout  the  Civil 
war,  is  deserving  of  special  mention  in  the 
annals  of  Canadian  county.  In  days  of  peace, 
as  well  as  in  those  troublous  times,  he  has  loyally 
met  every  obligation  as  a patriot,  and.  as  he 
justly  deserves,  he  holds  a high  place  in  the 
hearts  of  his  neighbors  and  associates. 

1 he  parents  of  Mr.  White  were  Orin  and  Es- 
ther (Wagner)  White,  of  New  York  state.  They 
became  pioneers  of  Wisconsin,  making  the  jour- 
ney to  that  state  by  way  of  the  great  lakes,  and 
landing  at  the  place  now  called  Milwaukee.  Soon 
afterward  they  went  to  the  town  now  known  as 
M aukesha.  and  subsequently  the  father  opened  a 
jewelry  store  in  Racine.  The  mother  died  at  her 
home  in  that  thriving  city  in  1851.  and  ten  years 
later  Mr.  White  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  often  termed  the  "Eagles.”  He  nobly 
stood  at  his  post  of  duty,  winning  the  commen- 
dation of  his  superior  officers,  but  the  hardships 
and  exposure  to  inclement  weather  under- 
mined his  health  and  he  died  with  typhoid  fever 


6*-  337 

and  was  buried  at  Sykcstown,  Mo.  Like  the 
majority  of  inventors,  he  never  realized  much 
from  the  numerous  inventions  which  he  orig- 
inated, though  several  of  them  possessed  un- 
doubted merit.  He  had  patent  rights  to  a valuable 
improvement  for  lightning-rods,  a knitting- 
machine  and  the  Beehive  sewing-machine  (used 
in  sewing  up' the  legs  of  boots),  and  the  tele- 
phone. in  one  of  its  crude  forms. 

George  W.  White  was  born  April  3,  1842.  in 
Cortland  county,  X.  Y.  His  education  was  nec- 
essarily limited,  as  the  primitive  schools  of  Wis- 
consin in  his  boyhood  were  few  and  poor. 
He  had  commenced  learning  the  carpenter's 
trade  when  the  war  between  the  north  and  south 
began,  and  though  he  was  only  nineteen  years  of 
age  he  possessed. the  same  patriotic  ardor  which 
animated  his  father.  Pie  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Fourth  Wisconsin  Infantry.  After  the  battle 
of  Port  Hudson  his  company  was  provided  with 
horses,  and  later  was  counted  among  the  regular 
cavalry.  Much  of  Mr.  White’s  army  service  was 
in  the  department  of  the  Gulf,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  years  he  veteranized.  In  1862  he  was  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Gen.  Benjamin  Butler,  and 
proceeded  on  a transport  up  the  Mississippi 
river  nearly  to  Vicksburg.  On  the  way  the  troops 
took  part  in  a number  of  skirmishes,  and  the 
boat  ran  the  blockade  on  her  return  journey 
and  was  under  heavy  fire  as  she  passed  the  bat- 
teries at  Grand  Gulf.  Mr.  White  had  two  es- 
pecially narrow  escapes  during  the  war.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  the  mark  for  a squad  of  about 
twenty  Confederates,  and  though  they  wasted 
considerable  ammunition  on  him  he  almost 
miraculously  escaped  without  being  even  slightlv 
wounded.  He  had  started  out  on  his  trustv  horse 
to  seek  a favorite  gun  which  had  been  lost,  and 
was  surprised  by  the  enemy.  Another  time  he 
had  refused  to  accompany  a comrade  on  an  even- 
ing expedition,  and  thus  escaped  being  captured. 
In  December.  1865.  he  was  a convalescent  in  the 
hospital  at  Camp  Distribution,  near  Xew  ( )r- 
leans.  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service, 
though  he  had  been  detailed  as  an  escort  to  Gen- 
eral Sheridan,  while  his  own  regiment  had  been 
sent  to  the  Rio  Grande  river  loealitv. 

Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Racine  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  there  until  1883,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Shelby,  Polk  county.  Xeb.  For  a few 
years  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  conducted  a 
photographer's  business,  and  when  he  found  it 
unprofitable  he  engaged  in  carpentering'  work, 
often  taking  and  executing  contracts.  When  he 
went  to  Nebraska  he  bought  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  wild  land,  and  for  a period  he  was 
occupied  mainly  in  the  building  of  bridges  and  in 
contracting.  In  this  manner  he  earned  the  means 
to  make  desirable  improvements  upon  his  home- 
stead, and  it  was  not  until  1891  that  lie  finallv 
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disposed  of  the  property.  In  July,  1889,  he  came 
to  Oklahoma  and  located  on  the  land  where  he 
lives  to-day — his  shelter  at  first  being  merely  a 
shanty.  Later  he  built  a substantial  sod-house, 
and  in  January,  1890,  his  family  came  to  the  new 
abode.  In  the  winter  of  1892-93  he  put  up  the 
comfortable  dwelling  which  stands  on  the  farm, 
and  in  1897  he  bought  another  quarter  section 
of  land.  Thus  he  now  owns  the  southern  half  of 
section  29,  township  14.  range  6 west. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  White  and  Mrs.  Helen 
M.  Dunn  took  place  in  Racine.  Wis..  December 
13,  1866.  She  is  a daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Marv  (Mitchell)  Iliggie,  and  by  her  marriage  she 
is  the  mother  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely:  Lillie,  wife  of  Frank  Ingalls,  of  Creek 
Nation;  George  M.,  who  married  Sophia  Bailey, 
and  resides  in  section  20,  township  14;  Mary  G., 
wife  of  Frank  T.  Kidd,  of  Springfield,  111.:  Al- 
bert, Clarence,  Garfield  and  Marshall.  With  the 
exception  of  the  last-named,  who  was  born  in 
Nebraska,  the  children  are  natives  of  Racine, 
Wis.  William  Dunn,  the  child  of  Mrs.  White's 
first  marriage,  resides  with  her. 

In  1864  Mr.  White  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Lincoln,  and  ever  since  that  time  he 
has  been  a stanch  Republican.  I11  1896  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  township  clerk.  While  a 
resident  of  Nebraska  he  served  on  the  local 
school  board,  and  meantime  a schoolhouse  was 
built  in  the  district.  In  1892  he  was  actively 
concerned  iti  the  effort  to  secure  a postoffice  at 
Clearmont,  and  three  years  later  the  name  was 
changed  to  Racine.  He  has  had  the  contract  for 
the  building  of  three  bridges,  one  at  Daniel  s 
crossing,  across  Uncle  John's  creek:  another 
known  as  Brown's  bridge,  and  a third  at  Daniel’s 
Crossing,  when  the  first  one  there  had  been 
swept  away  by  a flood.  \\  bile  living  in  Racine. 
Wis.,  he  became  a member  of  McDonough 
Lodge  No.  137,  1.  0.0.1'..  and,  besides  filling  ail 
of  the  chairs  in  the  lodge,  he  was  chosen  as  its 
representative  to  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state. 
He  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  deputy  grand 
master  of  the  Encampment. 


HON.  THOMAS  R.  REID.  A successful 
lawyer  of  El  Reno,  an  honorable  business 
man,  and  one  of  the  leading  politicians  of 
Oklahoma,  Mr.  Reid  has  been  influential  in  the 
territorial  domain,  and  as  speaker  of  the  house 
during  the  Fifth  General  Assembly  has  won  a 
place  of  prominence  among  the  foremost  men 
of  this  section  of  the  Union.  He  was  born  July 
16,  1864.  in  Shawneetown,  Gallatin  countv.  111., 
a son  of  Rev.  Robert  Reid,  and  comes  of  dis- 
tinguished Scotch  ancestry  on  both  the  mater- 
nal and  paternal  sides. 

Robert  Reid,  the  grandfather  of  Thomas  R., 


was  born,  in  Scotland,  where  for  many  years  01 
his  earlier  life  he  was  engaged  in  silk  manufac- 
turing, but  subsequently  immigrated  with  hi- 
family  to  America,  locating  in  Nova  Scotia. 
He  was  a man  of  deep  religious  convictions,  and 
a stern  defender  of  the  faith  in  which  he  wa> 
reared,  having  been  a “Blue"  Presbyterian  of 
the  deepest  hue.  Eventually  all  of  Ins  children 
settled  in  Illinois,  and  three  of  his  sons  rendered 
excellent  service  to  the  country  of  their  adop- 
tion as  soldiers  in  the  late  Civil  war. 

Rev.  Robert  Reid  was  born  in  Scotland,  near 
Glasgow,  where  he  lived  until  ten  years  of  age, 
and  then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Nova 
Scotia.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Gallatin  county,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  coal  business  for  a number  of 
years,  operating  quite  extensively  at  Saline 
Mines.  While  thus  engaged  he  began  his  labors 
as  a preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  for  more  than 
forty  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  faithful  min- 
isters of  Gallatin  county.  Now,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  he  has  charge  of  the  church 
at  Saline  Mines.  Although  he  has  numerous 
outside  interests,  having  for  the  past  thirty  years 
been  superintendent  of  Saline  County  Mines,  he 
never  in  any  way  neglects  his  parish,  and  for 
many  years  has  not  missed  a meeting  of  the 
Presbytery.  An  earnest  and  fluent  speaker,  he 
conducts  his  church  services  without  notes,  and 
during  the  years  that  he  has  been  engaged  in 
preaching  has  made  his  influence  felt  through- 
out southern  Illinois,  having  been  instrumental 
in  establishing  at  least  half  a dozen  churches, 
freely  paying  his  own  expenses,  giving  gratui- 
tous service  to  struggling  parishes.  In  politics 
he  was  a Whig  in  his  younger  days,  and  since 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  has  been 
one  of  its  strongest  advocates.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Campbell,  who  was  born  near  Glas- 
gow, Scotland,  being  of  the  old  Argyll  Clan 
Campbell,  a lineal  descendant  of  Sir  Colin  Camp- 
bell, knighted  in  1286,  and  a grandniece  of  the 
Duke  of  Argyll,  former  Governor-General  of 
Canada.  She  died  in  1894,  leaving  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Thomas  R.,  the  sixth  child  in 
succession  of  birth,  is  the  only  one  residing  in 
Oklahoma. 

I hontas  R.  Reid  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Gallatin  county. 
111.,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  began 
teaching  in  order  to  earn  money  enough  to  con- 
tinue his  studies  at  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal 
University,  at  Carbondale.  Leaving  that  uni- 
versity at  the  commencement  of  his  senior  year, 
in  1886,  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  Carl 
Roebel,  of  Shawneetown,  with  whom,  after  being 
admitted  to  the  bar,  in  1889,  he  formed  a partner- 
ship, which  continued  until  1894.  I'1  1890  Mr. 

Reid,  who  had  already  become  known  as  a young 
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iran  of  whom  much  might  be  expected,  was 
elected  to  the  Illinois  state  legislature  from  the 
.A!  fortv-ninth  district,  the  Republicans  giving 
lum  a majority  of  eight  hundred  votes.  In  1891, 
sii  the  house,  he  served  on  the  joint  world's  fair 
committee,  and  on  its  judiciary  committee,  and 
ua>  engaged  in  the  Oglesby  and  Palmer  tight  for 
the  I’nited  States  senatorship. 

Karlv  in  1894  Mr.  Reid  located  in  El  Reno, 
where  he  has  since  established  a large  and  lucra- 
tive law  practice.  At  once  identifying  himself 
with  the  leading  interests  of  the  town  and  county, 
he  was  nominated  on  the  Republican  ticket  as 
countv  attorney,  and,  having-  been  elected  by  a 
majority  of  one  vote,  served  one  session  or  term. 
In  1896  he  was  nominated  to  the  same  office  by 
acclamation,  but  by  the  fusion  of  that  year  was 
defeated  by  forty-seven  votes.  In  1898  he  was 
nominated  for  the  territorial  legislature,  and  re- 
ceived a majority  of  more  than  two  hundred 
votes  against  fusion,  a compliment  which  he 
highly  appreciated.  He  was  elected  speaker  of 
the  Fifth  General  Assembly  in  1899.  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  chair  being  a just  recognition  of  his 
ability.  One  of  the  most  important  measures 
with  which  he  has  been  actively  connected  is  the 
grain  inspection  law  of  the  territory,  which  he 
drew  up.  and  was  instrumental  in  having  passed. 
’Hus  is  of  great  import  to  the  farmers  and  grain 
dealers  of  Oklahoma,  as  it  prevents  discrimina- 
tion against  them  in  favor  of  coast  shippers, 
w ho.  before  the  passage  of  the  law.  often  had 
undue  advantage  over  the  farmers  and  local 
grain  shippers. 

Politically,  Mr.  Reid  is  a strong  supporter  of 
the  principles  promulgated  by  the  Republican 
party,  and  a faithful  worker  in  its  ranks.  Fra- 
ternally, he  belongs  to  the  Shawneetown  (111.) 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  91.;  F.1  Reno  Chapter.  R.  A. 
M.:  is  likewise  a member  and  past  chancellor  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  a member  of  the 
L!  Reno  Commercial  Club.  His  business  office 

in  Masonic  block. 


EI.1  AM  LEM  ASTERS  comes  of  old  and  dis- 
tinguished lineage,  mativ  of  his  ancestors 
having  served  their  country  with  courage 
•md  distinction.  He  was  born  in  Monongalia 
■■■"unty.  \\  . \ a.,  in  1833,  and  is  a son  of  Septimus 
L and  Catherine  (Jobes)  Remasters,  natives  of 
' ''ginia.  1 lie  maternal  grandfather  was  born  in 
' irgmia,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when  Trenton 
■;a>  taken,  and  he  served  as  dispatch-bearer  in 
a war  i.if  the  Revolution  until  the  close  of  hos- 
f 'tie-.  | lie  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers 
'■(-re  early  settlers  in  Virginia,  and  were  men  of 
::,'portanee  in  the  community  in  which  their  lot 
' cast.  They  were  agriculturists  and  were 
anted  successful  and  progressive  men. 


Young  Eliam’s  education  was  acquired  in  the 
early  subscription  schools,  and  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  work  around  the  farm.  In  1856 
he  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  a year, 
going  thence  to  Kansas,  Coffey  county,  where  lie 
homesteaded  a claim,  and  remained  on  it  until 
1870.  when  he  went  to  Butler  county,  Kans. 
About  1878  he  went  to  Iowa,  thence  to  Missouri, 
and  returned  to  Sumner  county,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  opening  of  the  territory.  He  lo- 
cated on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  2, 
township  17,  range  4 west,  Logan  county,  where 
he  industriously  labored  to  improve  his  land, 
adding  all  modern  improvements,  fine  house, 
barns,  and  setting  out  a good  orchard.  The 
farm  is  also  fenced  all  around,  and  wells  dug. 

In  t 86 1 Mr.  Remasters  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  at  Iola,  Kans.  With 
headquarters  at  Leavenworth,  he  spent  the  first 
two  years  of  the  war  doing  border  duty,  handling 
the  rough  border  characters  that  contributed  to 
terrorize  the  community.  He  was  thrown  into 
close  proximity  with  Quantrell  and  Bill  Ander- 
son and  the  James  boys.  After  the  Lawrence 
massacre  he  was  one  of  those  who  chased  the 
perpetrators  to  the  southeast  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Lemasters  was  first  married  in  1870  to 
Alattie  Moore,  and  of  their  three  children  one 
is  dead,  and  the  others  are  Frank  and  Minnie 
Belle  Lemasters.  Mr.  Lemasters  was  married 
the  second  time  to  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Dallev,  of 
Crescent  City.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics 
and  interested  in  the  undertakings  of  the  party. 
In  religion  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  and  contributes  towards  its  support 
and  charities. 


WILLIAM  W . PARKS.  The  ancestry  of 
, the  Parks  family  is  German,  and  the  first 
members  to  immigrate  to  America  came 
during  the  last  century,  settling  in  the  state  of 
William  Penn.  There  the  great-grandfather, 
David,  was  born,  and  thence  he  took  his  family 
to  Coshocton  count)-,  Ohio,  and  pre-empted  land 
upon  which  he  conducted  general  farming  until 
his  death  at  the  remarkable  century  mark.  The 
farm  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  the 
original  owner  having  improved  it  from  a wide 
stretch  of  dense  woodland  to  a condition  of  util- 
ity and  resource. 

William  W.  Parks,  than  whom  there  is  no  one 
more  enterprising  in  Hennessey,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 3,  1858,  in  Coshocton  countv,  Ohio,  and  is 
a son  of  Joseph,  a farmer  who  lived  and  died  on 
the  old  farm  which  had  been  the  home  of  his 
grandfather  and  his  father.  William.  The  mother 
of  William  \\  . Parks  was  Marv,  a daughter  of 
Absalom  Walford,  a native  of  Ohio,  and  a farmer 
during  the  years  of  his  activity.  Mrs.  Parks  L 
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living  in  Trinway,  Ohio.  She  is  the  mother  of 
four  boys  and  one  girl,  of  whom  one  son  is  de- 
ceased, the  oldest,  and  only  son  in  Oklahoma, 
being  William  \V.  He  remained  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
combined  farming  with  school  teaching  for  six 
years.  This  same  means  of  occupation  was  con- 
tinued in  Stafford,  Kans.,  until  1882,  when  he 
engaged  in  a general  merchandise  business  in 
the  same  place,  and  after  a few  years  went  to 
Sumner  county.  There  he  successfully  con- 
ducted his  mercantile  enterprises  until  1890,  at 
which  time  he  permanently  located  in  Hennes- 
sey. 

In  Hennessey  Mr.  Parks  intersperses  his  va- 
rious interests  with  the  management  of  his  farm, 
upon  which  he  resides,  and  which  is  located 
north  of  town.  His  land  comprises  adjoining 
claims  amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  and  is  an  ideal  place,  whereon  are  raised 
wheat,  corn  and  stock.  A specialty  is  made  of 
high-grade  cattle  and  hogs,  which  include  Short- 
horns, and  some  registered  stock,  mostly  Poland- 
China  hogs.  In  addition  to  his  country  resi- 
dence, Mr.  Parks  has  built  a home  in  Hennessey, 
and  owns  considerable  city  property.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  has  served  as  director  from  the  be- 
ginning. 

Mrs.  Parks  was  formerly  Mary  C.  Shambaugh, 
and  is  the  mother  of  five  children:  Eltha  C\,  Jo- 
seph, Elva,  Teresa  and  Agatha.  In  politics  Mr. 
Parks  is  a Republican.  Among  the  many  local 
offices  he  has  held  are  those  of  director  and 
treasurer  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  and 
he  was  instrumental  in  building'  the  new  school- 
house.  Fraternally,  he  is  associated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  En- 
campment, also  with  the  Red  Men. 


WILLIAM  M.  BAKER.  Few  citizens  of 
Logan  county  are  better  known  or  more 
highly  esteemed  than  is  William  M. 
Baker,  who  not  onlv  has  won  an  honored  posi- 
tion among  our  agriculturists  as  a hard-working, 
progressive  farmer,  but  also  has  accomplished  a 
great  and  gratifying  work  in  the  vineyard  of  the 
Master.  He  often  has  carried  cheer  and  comfort 
to  homes  darkened  by  sickness  and  sorrows  and 
perils,  and,  with  a firm,  abiding  trust  in  the  ulti- 
mate good  awaiting  the  righteous,  he  has  been 
a powerful  factor  in  the  advancement  of  Chris- 
tianity wherever  his  lot  has  been  cast. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather  served 
throughout  the  war  of  1812  as  a spy  in  the  serv- 
ice of  this  government,  and  when  the  war  with 
Mexico  came  on  he  was  prompt  to  enlist,  and 
his  army  experiences  were  replete  with  startling 
incidents,  lie  was  engaged  in  the  battle  where 


Santa  Ana  lost  his  horse  and  buggy  and  his 
wooden  leg.  Later  he  and  two  of  his  comrades 
became  separated  from  their  command  by  some 
peculiar  fortune,  and  for  eighteen  months  the\ 
led  a life  full  of  peril,  as  they  were  in  a section 
of  Mexico  where  the  Indians,  as  well  as  the 
Mexicans,  were  deadly  enemies  to  them,  and  all 
of  their  efforts  to  join  the  Lnited  States  troops 
were  futile.  For  this  long  period  of  a year  and 
a half  they  lived  on  such  wild  game  as  they  could 
trap  or  kill,  and  when,  at  length,  in  desperation, 
they  tried  to  exchange  a wild  turkey  for  a pan  of 
corn  bread,  they  were  overjoyed  at  making  the 
barter  with  the  Mexican  woman.  Before  the 
war  of  1812,  Mr.  Baker  joined  a colony  which 
went  from  Carolina  to  Shelby  county,  111.,  and 
when  the  land  was  regularlv  opened  to  settlers 
he  already  had  made  substantial  improvements 
on  certain  lands,  and  had  orchards  bearing 
fruit.  The  same  can  be  said  of  the  maternal 
grandfather,  Bruce,  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
for  he,  too,  was  a leading  member  of  this  south- 
ern colony,  and  had  developed  his  chosen  farm 
lands  no  less  than  had  his  respected  neighbor. 
Air.  Baker.  Both  were  converted  to  the  Chris- 
tian faith  under  the  teaching  of  Tobias  Grider, 
one  of  the  old  members  of  their  colony,  and  the 
latter  administered  the  rite  of  baptism  to  them 
on  the  same  day.  They  were  thenceforth  true 
and  able  exponents  of  their  church.  In  the  early, 
troublous  days  of  the  pioneer  life  the  members  of 
the  congregation  took  turns  in  acting  as  guards, 
for  the  Indians  were  liable  to  make  an  attack  at 
any  time. 

William  AI.  Baker,  whose  name  heads  this  ar- 
ticle, was  born  in  Shelby  county.  111.,  Alarch  3. 
1844.  his  parents  being  David  and  Alary  (Bruce) 
Baker,  who  were  natives  of  Illinois  and  Tennes- 
see, respectively.  The  latter  was  a child  when 
she  accompanied  her  parents  to  the  west,  and 
after  her  marriage  she  and  her  husband  con- 
tinued to  dwell  in  Shelby  county.  111.,  until  thev 
received  the  summons  to  their  reward. 

When  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  William  AI. 
Baker  left  his  parental  home  in  Shelby  county, 
and,  going  to  Hamilton  county,  Ind.,  found  em- 
ployment in  a sawmill.  At  the  end  of  two  vears 
he  returned  on  a visit  to  his  old  home,  remaining 
for  six  months,  and  then  resumed  his  labors  in 
the  Hoosier  state.  At  the  time  that  his  countrv 
appeared  to  lie  in  sore  straits,  in  1864,  when  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  Thir- 
tieth Illinois  Regiment.  This  was  not  the  first 
time  that  he  had  earnestly  appealed  to  the  author- 
ities to  be  allowed  to  fight  for  his  countrv.  but 
on  many  an  occasion  he  had  been  rejected. 
With  his  regiment,  he  was  sent  to  Georgia,  and 
under  the  leadership  of  General  Sherman  lie  par- 
ticipated in  the  famous  march  to  the  sea.  thence 
to  Savannah  and  Beauford’s  Island,  and  to  Rich- 
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niuud  and  Washington,  and  at  Springfield.  111., 
a little  later,  he  was  honorably  discharged. 

When  he  returned  to  his  native  county.  Mr. 
Baker  entered  into  an  agreement  to  buy  and  sell 
cattle  for  a man  who  had  borrowed  $800  to  in- 
v,  st  in  the  business,  and  the  young  man  was  so 
energetic  and  conscientious  in  his  work  that  he 
earned  $13,000  for  his  employer  in  the  course 
1 if  about  five  months.  Then,  returning  to  In- 
diana. Mr.  Baker  resumed  his  former  work  of 
sawmilling,  and  for  eighteen  years,  or  until  1880. 
he  dwelt  in  that  part  of  the  Union.  Then  he  de- 
cided to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  west,  and  for  a 
period  he  carried  on  a farm  near  \\  ichita.  Ivans. 
Ilis  next  move  was  to  Kingman  county.  Ivans., 
where  he  took  up  a claim  and  for  eight  years 
devoted  his  time  to  the  development  of  the  place. 
In  1890  lie  located  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  on  section  1,  township  16.  range  4.  Logan 
county,  and  for  a few  years  he  and  his  family 
suffered  severe  hardships.  He  had  brought  with 
him  some  of  the  corn  which  he  had  raised  the 
preceding  year  on  his  Kansas  farm,  and  until  lie 
harvested  his  first  crops  in  Oklahoma  the  family 
had  little  to  live  upon  save  the  cornmeal  thus 
furnished.  They  lived  in  a small  log  cabin  with 
a dirt  floor,  and  it  was  not  until  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters earnyd  a dollar  bv  working  for  a neighbor 
that  the  humble  abode  was  entirely  shingled. 
Prosperity  at  last  blessed  their  industrious  efforts 
and  to-day  Air.  Baker's  fine  orchard,  covering 
twenty  acres,  and  including  a great  variety  of 
fruit,  to  say  nothing  of  berry  bushes  which  will 
produce  about  one  hundred  bushels  of  berries 
annually,  is  one  of  the  chief  attractions  of  his 
finely  improved  homestead.  In  the  vicinity  of 
the  house  is  a prettv  fish  pond,  fed  by  living 
springs  in  an  adjacent  hillside.  A fine  modern 
house  was  built  in  the  winter  of  1 900-190 1. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Baker  was  cele- 
brated in  Hamilton  county.  Ind..  April  12.  186S. 
his  bride  being  Amanda  Kounse.  Their  only 
child,  John  Henrv.  is  a resident  of  Indiana.  The 
present  wife  of  our  subject  formerly  bore  the 
name  of  Elizabeth  J.  Robey,  her  parents  being 
George  and  Margaret  Robey.  The  three  elder 
children  of  William  M.  and  Elizabeth  Baker  are: 
Rachel  E..  William  E..  and;  Amanda  E.,  who  are 
married:  Hattie  E.,  Arthur  E..  Charles  E..  and 
Bertha  E.  are  at  home,  and  are  faithfully  seek- 
ing to  aid  their  parents  in  all  their  labors. 


H(  >X.  J.  M.  PARIS.  1 be  welfare  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Yukon.  C anauiai  1 countv.  has  been 
conserved  largely  by  fine  enthusiasm  and 
intelligence  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Paris.  ( )n  the 
opening  nl  ( ddahoma.  in  April.  1880.  he  came  to 
the  territory.  'I  his,  however,  was  not  hi>  first 
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glimpse  of  the  newly  opened  strip,  for  he  had 
spent  some  years  previous  in  the  country  and 
was  aware  of  its  wonderful  possibilities  of  growth 
and  development.  Arriving  here  as  a permanent 
settler,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  practice 
of  law,  in  which,  in  connection  with  the  ioan 
business,  he  has  since  engaged.  Prom  the  first 
he  has  stood  stanch  I v for  improvements  that 
would  benefit  his  village  and  county.  He  has 
favored  measures  of  a progressive  nature  and 
has  himself  contributed  to  their  advancement. 
A pioneer  of  Yukon,  he  erected  the  first  store 
building  here  and  was  the  first  man  to  hold  the 
office  of  postmaster.  In  1892  he  was  honored 
by  election  -to  the  territorial  legislature,  in  which 
he  served  with  credit  to  himself;  he  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  been  the  only  Republican  ever 
elected  to  the  legislature  from  this  district,  which 
usually  gives  large  Democratic  majorities.  Dur- 
ing his  term  of  service,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Steele  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  aid.  He 
was  the  first  citizen  of  his  county  to  oiler  a reso- 
lution. in  favor  of  the  gold  standard,  to  be  added 
to  the  Republican  platform,  and  it  was  largelv 
due  to  his  influence  that  the  prevailing  sentiment 
favoring  the  silver  cause  was  changed  to  a stanch 
and  sturdy  support  of  gold. 

Mr.  Paris  was  born  in  Jackson  countv.  111.,  in 
1852,  a son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Tignor)  Paris, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Tennessee  and  Illinois. 
\\  hen  he  was  a child  his  parents  settled  in  Mis- 
souri, and  there  his  father  followed  cabinet-mak- 
ing until  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war.  He  then 
enlisted  in  the  army,  in  which  he  served  with 
credit  until  he  fell  in  battle,  in  1S63.  The  mother 
was  left  with  the  care  of  five  sons,  and  to  her 
self-sacrificing  efforts,  no  less  than  the  earnest 
efforts  of  the  boys  themselves,  their  success  in 
after  years  was  due. 

During  the  years  of  his  youth  Mr.  Paris 
worked  in  lead  mines  in  Missouri.  When  he 
was  twenty  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
two  years  later  commenced  to  practice.  For  fif- 
teen subsequent  years  he  engaged  in  professional 
work  in  Missouri.  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. but  since  his  settlement  in  Oklahoma  he 
has  given  his  attention  principally  to  the  "law. 
\\  hile  living  in  Missouri,  he  married  Miss  Le- 
nora  Messiek.  whose  parents  had  moved  to  that 
state  from  Illinois  when  she  was  a child.  In 
fraternal  relations,  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masons  and  Odd  Fellows.  To  the  credit  of  Mr. 
Paris  it  may  be  said  that  no  enterprise  has  been 
inaugurated  for  the  benefit  of  his  home  town 
in  which  his  sympathies  have  not  been  enlisted 
and  his  active  support  gained,  lie  has  proved 
himself  public-spirited,  and  his  progressive  and 
enterprising  disposition  has  enabled  him  to  act- 
ively promote  inurements  of  a most  helpful  n.P 
time. 
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ALBERT  C.  RIXGOLD  has  achieved  impor- 
tance in  the  territory  of  his  adoption,  not 
only  as  an  agriculturist,  but  as  a broad- 
minded, resourceful  citizen,  with  his  finger  on 
the  pulse  of  the  intelligent  requirements  and  in- 
terests of  a growing  community.  ITis  well-culti- 
vated land  is  located  on  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  31,  township  17,  range  3 west,  Logan 
county. 

Mr.  Ringold  first  looked  out  upon  the  world  in 
Scott  county.  Inch,  where  he  was  born  Novem- 
ber 29,  1841.  He  is  a son  of  George  L.  and 
Elizabeth  (McCullough)  Ringold.  He  well  re- 
members his  departure  from  the  old  home  when 
eleven  years  old,  and  the  beginning  of  his  resi- 
dence in  the  peaceful  little  village  of  Clarksville, 
Clark  county.  111.  His  father  was  a cobbler  and 
from  dawn  to  setting  sun  plied  his  awl  and  ham- 
mer. keeping  in  good  repair  the  shoes  of  the 
neighborhood;  a necessary  and  important  man, 
the  village  cobbler.  The  growing  son  the  while 
led  a happy  boy's  life,  his  attendance  at  the  dis- 
trict schools  being  interspersed  with  hunting  and 
fishing.  After  a time  the  shoemaker  bought  a 
little  farm  in  the  vicinity,  which  the  family  con- 
ducted, living  meantime  in  the  town. 

In  i860  Albert  C.  Ringold  went  to  Nodaway 
county.  Mo.,  to  run  another  farm  owned  by  his 
father.  August  30.  1861.  he  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Infantry,  and  served  in 
the  cavalry  troop  attached  to  the  regiment.  He 
was  in  the  thick  of  the  fight  at  Blue  Milis  and 
later  at  Lexington,  where  he  served  as  a ser- 
geant, and  was  afterward  paroled.  He  re-enlistecl 
in  1862  in  Company  K,  Twenty-fifth  Missouri 
Volunteer  Infantry.  After  three  months’  service 
he  was  mustered  out,  and  re-enlisted  in  Company 
K,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Springfield.  Prairie  Grove,  and  nianv 
minor  skirmishes.  After  the  Prairie  Grove  fight 
he  was  promoted  to  be  lieutenant,  and  as  such 
served  honorably  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
finally  being  mustered  out  at  St.  Louis.  During 
the  campaign  he  was  at  one  time  ill  with  the 
measles,  and  laid  up  in  a hospital  in  St.  Joe; 
later  he  had  typhoid  fever  and  his  father  came 
and  took  him  home.  After  the  war  he  returned 
to  Nodaway  county,  and  went  to  work  in  a saw- 
mill, becoming  later  the  engineer,  and  finallv 
head  sawyer.  In  this  way  he  managed  to  save 
some  money,  with  which  he  bought  eightv  acres 
of  land  in  another  part  of  Xodawav  countv. 
This  land  proved  an  expensive  investment,  as 
he  was  obliged  to  pay  for  it  exactly  three  times; 
first  at  a sheriff's  sale,  next  a second  mortgage, 
and  lastly  he  was  compelled  to  pay  the  widow's 
dower. 

August  20,  18(13.  Mr.  Ringold  married  Eliza- 
beth McGuire,  of  Xodawav  coimtv,  a native  of 
Richmond  county,  ( )hio,  and  a daughter  of  John 


and  Martha  (Charles)  McGuire,  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio,  respectively.  Her  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  Ohio,  and  after  removing  to  Indiana  the 
mother  died- in  1864.  Mr.  Ringold  lived  in  Mis- 
souri until  1877  when  he  moved  to  Fillmore 
county,  Neb.,  and  bought  a claim,  on  which  he 
lived  for  eight  years.  Next  he  moved  to  Nuck- 
olls county,  and  lived  there  eight  years,  thence 
coming  to  Oklahoma  in  1892.  At  this  time  lie- 
purchased  the  site  of  his  present  home,  and  had 
a son  and  daughter  homesteading  claims  ad- 
joining, he  eventually  purchasing  his  daughter's 
claim. 

Mr.  Ringold  is  a Democrat  and  has  been  con- 
spicuous in  politics,  although  he  is  not  an  office- 
seeker.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  refused  many 
tempting  offers,  absolutely  refusing  to  qualify 
when  elected  justice  of  the  peace.  Lie  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  at 
Hardy,  Neb. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ringold.  Francis  A.  is  at  home  and  owns  a 
quarter-section  of  land;  Effie  L.  is  the  wife  of 
Meredith  Brown,  lives  in  Woodland  township, 
and  has  two  children;  Myron  A.  is  married,  has 
two  children,  and  lives  in  Woodland  township: 
Della  J.,  who  also  lives  in  Woodland  township, 
is  the  wife  of  Francis  Brown,  and  has  one  child: 
Elston  married  Lena  Arnold,  has  one  child,  and 
lives  in  Woodland  township;  Albert  and  Myrtle 
are  living  at  home.  Of  the  other  children,  two 
died  in  infancy,  and  one  at  the  age  of  sixteen  lost 
his  life  through  the  accidental  discharge  of  a gun. 


CHRISTOPHER  C.  FISHER,  a practical 
farmer  and  business  man  of  Mustang 
township,  Canadian  county,  is  greatlv  con- 
cerned in  the  welfare  of  his  communitv,  and 
spares  himself  no  effort  in  advancing  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  Oklahoma.  Lie  has  served  very 
acceptably  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  road  over- 
seer and  member  of  the  school  board,  and  for 
years  he  has  officiated  as  clerk  of  the  same  and 
as  township  clerk,  as  well.  In  political  views,  he 
sides  with  the  Populistic  platform,  as  he  believes 
the  interests  of  the  western  farmers  are  best  ex- 
pressed by  that  party. 

( )ur  subject's  father,  John  L.  Fisher,  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  in  that  land  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a painter,  serving  a full  apprentice- 
ship. When  he  came  to  the  United  States  he  set- 
tled in  Kentucky,  where  he  plied  his  accustomed 
business  and  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
bis  death,  in  1853.  He  had  married  a Kentucky 
lady,  Phoebe  Gibson,  whose  ancestors  were  Vir- 
ginians, and  when  he  was  summoned  to  the  silent 
land  he  left  a widow  and  several  voting  children 
to  11K >tirn  his  1« iss. 

1 he  birth  of  C.  C . Fisher  took  pincc  in  the 


' 


■ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


34A 


i;|lIC  Grass  state  in  1844.  He  left  home  when  lie 
vvas  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  and.  going  to 
Missouri,  lie  found  employment  upon  a farm, 
and  was  similarly  engaged  until  the  dose  of  the 
l jvil  war,  when  he  proceeded  from  Clark  to  Cal- 
iawav  county,  Mo.,  and  there  embarked  in  agri- 
culture on  his  own  account.  In  1879  he  went  to 
1'exas.  and  during  the  decade  of  his  residence 
there  he  met  with  fair  success  in  financial  affairs 
and  became  well  known  as  a stock-raiser.  \\  hen 
( iklahoma  was  opened  in  the  spring  of  i88q  he 
took  up  a homestead  on  section  2 1,  township  1 1, 
range  5,  pleasantly  located  along  the  Mustang 
creek.  Then  returning  to  Texas  for  his  family, 
he  soon  had  them  safely  housed  on  his  new  es- 
tate. and  his  older  children  have  shared  his  ardu- 
ous labors  in  placing  the  farm  in  good  condition. 
He  has  been  especially  successful  in  raising 
fruits,  and  besides  his  large  orchard  he  has  de- 
voted a number  of  acres  to  small  fruits.  He 
reaps  a goodly  harvest  from  his  vineyard  and 
strawberry  patch,  and  obtains  good  prices  for 
all  of  the  products  of  his  place. 

In  1877  Air.  Fisher  married  Annie  E.  Davis, 
whose  parents  were  early  settlers  in  [Missouri. 
They  have  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  are 
married,  namely:  Addie,  wife  of  Charles  Asbill. 
of  Yukon.  Okla.:  and  Kate,  wife  of  Henry  Gate- 
wood,  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation.  Edgar  L.  re- 
ddes  at  Yukon;  Yollie  N.  is  making  his  own 
livelihood,  independently;  John  L.,  who  is  at 
home,  aids  in  the  management  of  the  farm.  The 
younger  children  are  named,  respectively.  Dol- 
iie,  Cora,  Ella,  Bonnie,  Charles  C..  Clara  and 
Maggie.  Two  children,  Cecil  and  Clyde  (twins), 
died  in  infancy.  The  children  still  at  home  are 
receiving  good  educations  and  are  being  prac- 
ticallv  fitted  for  the  serious  duties  of  life. 


GEORGE  V.  MENTEL.  For  three-score 
and  ten  years  the  Mentels.  father  and  son. 
Valentine  and  George  Y..  have  been  prom- 
inently connected  with  the  dry  goods  business 
m the  Cnited  States,  and  built  up  enviable  repu- 
tations for  enterprise  and  sterling  integrity 
wherever  they  conducted  mercantile  establish- 
ments. W ith  true  patriotism,  thev  met  every 
obligation  of  citizenship,  thoroughly  identifying 
tli  emselves  with  the  welfare  of  their  respective 
chosen  cities. 

\ alentine  Mentel  was  a native  of  Germane, 
and  in  early  manhood  came  to  the  United  States. 
After  passing  two  or  three  years  in  the  south, 
he  located  in  Cincinnati  about  1835,  and  tbence- 
lorth  made  his  habitation  in  that  rapidlv  growing 
city.  Embarking  in  the  drv  goods  business,  he 
carried  on  a large  store  at  the  corner  01  Tilth 
• nd  Race  streets  until  1858,  when  he  retired, 
hat  ing  an  abundance  of  means  for  his  remaining 


years.  He  departed  this  life  in  Cincinnati  when 
he  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  His  wife's 
father,  George  Grodhaus,  a native  of  Hesse- 
Darmstadt.  Germany,  was  a wealthy  man,  his 
fortune  having  been  made  in  his  own  province, 
where  he  was  the  most  extensive  manufacturer 
of  soap  at  that  period.  He  was  in  the  possession 
of  S80.000  when  he  arrived  in  Cincinnati,  and 
there  met  with  deplorable  fortune,  as,  having  in- 
vested heavily  in  real  estate  in  the  citv.  it  was 
afterward  learned  that  the  title  to  the  property 
was  not  good,  and  thus  he  lost  the  whole  amount. 
His  daughter,  Amelia,  Mrs.  Valentine  Mentel. 
was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  and  departed  this 
life  at  her  Cincinnati  home.  Only  four  of  her 
twelve  children  survive. 

George  V.  Mentel  was  born  at  the  parental 
home  on  Fifth  street,  within  one  block  of  the 
celebrated  Tyler-Davidson  Fountain,  June  16, 
1850.  He  was  reared  in  Cincinnati,  and  fitted 
himself  for  his  business  career  by  attending  the 
public  schools  and  a commercial  college.  He 
was  a mere  lad  when  he  commenced  to  work  as  a 
clerk  in  his  father's  dry  goods  store,  and  at 
twenty  he  started  out  independently,  and  for  six- 
teen years  or  more  was  the  proprietor  of  a store 
in  his  native  city.  In  1887  'ie  located  in  Kansas 
City.  Mo.,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  same  call- 
ing for  six  years,  then  removing  to  Kansas  City. 
Kans..  where  lie  owned  the  largest  dry  goods 
establishment  in  the  place.  In  the  spring  of 
1897  he  came  to  Enid,  and,  opening  a store,  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a large  and  lucrative  trade. 
In  the  fall  of  1898  he  sold  out,  and  since  has  been 
retired  from  the  calling  to  which  he  gave  more 
than  thirty  years  of  his  life.  Uprightness  and 
fair  dealing  have  characterized  his  entire  com- 
mercial career,  and  he  has  made  sincere  friends 
wherever  he  has  resided. 

Mr.  Mentel  has  been  much  interested  in  im- 
proving the  hill  property  at  Enid,  and  probablv 
has  built  more  residences  here  than  anv  other 
citizen.  His  own  home  is  beautifully  situated 
and  is  modern  in  every  respect,  being  furnished 
in  a manner  which  does  credit  to  the  excellent 
taste  of  himself  and  family.  His  wife,  whom  he 
married  in  Leavenworth,  was  Miss  Helena  Falk, 
a native  daughter  of  that  city.  She  is  a ladv  of 
fine  education  and  social  qualities,  and  in  reli- 
gion is  a Presbyterian. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Mattel  is  independ- 
ent. Fraternally,  lie  identified  himself  with  the 
Masonic  order  in  Cincinnati,  and  now  is  a mem- 
ber of  Enid  Lodge  No.  19.  A.  F.  <N  A.  M.  He 
also  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pvthias  and 
the  Odd  Fellows  order.  W hen  a voting  man  he 
was  one  of  the  Cincinnati  Zouaves,  which  organ- 
ization had  a national  reputation  for  et'ficieiu'v  . 
even  the  famous  Heath  Zouaves  of  Pittsburg 
being  considered  less  skilled  in  tactics. 
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JAMES  K.  POLK  MARTIN,  a successful 
farmer,  stock-raiser  and  fruit-grower,  is  lo- 
cated on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  12, 
township  17,  range  1 west,  Logan  county.  He 
was  born  in  Davidson  county,  X.  C.,  July  [2, 
1854,  and  is  a son  of  Alexander  and  Mary  (I dell) 
Martin.  Alexander  Martin,  his  brothers  and 
brothers-in-law,  were  soldiers  in  the  southern 
army,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  brother 
and  one  brother-in-law,  who  were  wounded,  all 
returned  intact.  Their  departure  for  the  war 
left  James  P.  Martin  the  responsible  party  at 
home,  and  although  his  years  at  the  time  were 
few,  he  proved  himself  equal  to  the  emergency. 
W hen  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  his  family 
moved  to  Doniphan  county,  Kans.,  and  up 
to  this  time  he  had  had  practically  no  edu- 
cational advantages,  his  entire  time  being 
consumed  with  work  on  the  farm.  Sub- 
sequently , his  family  bought  land  at  White 
Cloud,  Doniphan  county,  and  on  this  farm  he 
lived  until  grown  to  man's  estate.  By  way  of 
celebrating  his  twenty-first  birthday,  his  father 
gave  him  a horse,  and,  desiring  another,  he 
bought  that  of  his  father,  paying  for  it  by  labor. 
At  this  time,  also,  he  happened,  one  day,  while 
feeling  under  the  weather  and  in  need  of  rest,  to 
pick  up  an  elementary  spelling  book.  Out  of 
curiosity  at  first,  and  later  with  a sincere  desire 
to  learn,  he  scanned  its  pages  and  learned  all  the 
letters,  and  in  fact  made  such  rapid  progress 
that  before  the  day  was  ended  he  had  written  his  - 
first  letter.  During  t88o  and  the  following  vear 
he  worked  the  home  farm  of  one  hundred  acres. 

November  3,  1876,  Mr.  Martin  married 

Jemima  Robertson,  the  preacher  who  performed 
the  ceremony  receiving  as  a fee  his  last  cent.  Of 
this  union  there  have  been  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living,  Ida  and  Washington.  Mrs. 
Martin  died  in  1 88 1 . Mr.  Martin’s  second  mar- 
riage was  to  \ irginia  Swain,  a resident  of  Brown 
county,  lxans.,  and  a native  of  Davidson  county, 
X.  C\,  where  her  husband  was  born.  Of  this 
union  there  are  six  children,  three  bovs  and  three 
girls:  Ella,  Grover,  Nellie,  Octavia,  James  A.  and 
Frank. 

After  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Martin  moved 
to  Sumner  county,  Kans.,  and  after  a war's  resi- 
dence in  that  locality  bought  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  for  which  he  paid  S10  per  acre.  The 
farm  not  only  paid  for  itself  within  two  vears, 
but  supported  the  members  of  the  familv  as  well. 
The  second  year  nearly  the  entire  acreage  was 
sown  in  wheat:  the  yield  was  thirtv-three  and 
one-third  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  the  price  re- 
ceived per  bushel  was  81.04.  When  well  estab- 
lished on  his  new  possession,  the  railroad  people 
built  their  track  across  his  garden.  The  privi- 
lege of  having  their  track  bordered  In  a nour- 
ishing garden  was  an  expensive  luxur\  for  the 


company,  which  was  later  forced  to  pav  Sfw'  . 
for  damages. 

In  i88y  Mr.  Martin  took  up  his  residence 
Oklahoma,  pre-empting  his  claim  during 
famous  rush  of  April  22.  The  original  da: 
near  Mulhall  was  contested,  and.  rather  than  su- 
nlit to  the  annoyance,  he  pulled  up  stakes  an  ' 
came  to  his  present  claim,  which  is  in  a high  state 
of  cultivation:  twelve  and  a half  acres  are  d«- 
voted  to  a fine  orchard,  an  acre  is  given  over 
a berry  patch,  and  half  an  acre  to  a vinevard 
In  his  effort  to  secure  a peaceful  agricultural 
existence.  Mr.  Martin  met  with  some  drawbacks 
in  the  shape  of  robbers,  who  relieved  him  of  his 
thoroughbred  cattle.  In  all  he  has  lost  seven- 
teen horses  and  one  mule,  thirteen  being  taken 
at  one  time.  Mr.  Martin's  enterprise  was  not 
exceeded  by  the  robbers,  for  he  had  them 
tracked,  tried  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiarv. 
In  addition  he  got  back  most  of  his  stock. 
After  this  experience  Mr.  Martin  organized  the 
Anti-Horse  Thief  Association,  which  has  ren- 
dered such  valuable  assistance  to  the  communitv 
and  to  farmers  in  general.  His  tranquillity  has 
been  again  disturbed  by  the  railroad,  which  has 
hewn  its  way  through  his  orchard.  In  1900  he 
erected  a very  fine  stone  house,  which  is  an  or- 
nament to  the  township. 

Mr.  Martin  is  a member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and,  while  not  an  office-seeker,  neverthe- 
less represents  his  community  at  most  of  the 
conventions.  He  is  a member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Belle  Plaine,  Kans., 
and  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs. 


KARL  HERMANN.  One  of  the  sterling 
German-American  citizens  of  Canadian 
county,  Karl  Hermann  is  entirely  wort  In  ~ 
of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  owes  his  competence  and  influ- 
ential position  solely  to  his  own  merits,  for  he 
has  waged  his  battles  single-handed,  and  many 
were  the  obstacles  which  he  overcame. 

Our  subject  is  a son  of  August  and  Emdie 
(Neumann)  Hermann,  his  maternal  grandfather 
being  Johan  Neumann,  all  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  buv- 
ing  and  selling  live  stock,  and  in  his  various  un- 
dertakings he  met  with  success. 

Karl  Hermann  spent  seventeen  years  of  his 
life  in  Germany,  where  he  obtained  an  excellent 
education  and  fitted  himself  well  for  the  respon- 
sibilities which  later  fell  upon  his  shoulders.  He 
early  determined  to  cross  the  Atlantic  and  set 
about  making  a fortune  in  the  new  world,  and  in 
1882  he  said  farewell  to  the  friends  and  scenes 
of  his  youth  and  sailed  awav  toward  the  un- 
known future  in  a strange  country.  lie  pro- 
ceeded to  the  flourishing  state  of  Illinois,  and 
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there  obtained  employment  with  a farmer.  He 
so  thoroughly  pleased  his  employer  that  the 
mail  continued  to  hire  him  for  six  and  a half 
years,  or  as  long  as  he  would  stay.  After  spend- 
ing eight  years,  altogether,  in  Illinois,  he  found 
himself  in  the  possession  of  a snug  amount  of 
monev,  the  hard-won  earnings  and  careful  sav- 
ings of  his  wages,  and  he  wisely  determined  to 
invest  at  least  a part  of  his  capital  in  Oklahoma 
lands.  Just  ten  years  ago  he  bought  his  first 
property— a quarter-section  of  land  situated  near 
El  Reno — and.  after  improving  the  place,  he 
sold  it  and  purchased  his  present  homestead,  on 
section  28,  Mustang  township.  He  now  culti- 
vates a large  share  of  the  farm,  which  comprises 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  raises  a gen- 
eral line  of  crops  and  live  stock,  and  finds  a ready 
sale  for  the  products  of  his  farm  in  the  neigh- 
boring markets.  In  his  thrifty  orchard  and  vine- 
yard may  be  seen  a large  variety  of  fruit,  and  in 
"his  large  and  handsome  groves  there  are  over  a 
thousand  fine  shade  trees. 

After  he  had  made  a good  start  as  an  agricul- 
turist and  business  man,  Mr.  Hermann  married 
Maria  L.  Shimmelpfennig,  whose  birthplace  was 
in  Dearborn  county,  Ind.  Her  parents  were  Wil- 
liam and  Louisa  (Hainz)  Shimmelpfennig,  both 
natives  of  Germany.  To  the  marriage  of  our 
subject  and  wife  four  children  have  been  born, 
namely:  Bertha  D.,  Emilie  L.,  Julius  A.  and 
Pauline.  They  are  being  given  good  educational 
advantages,  and  are  being  qualified  for  the  active 
duties  of  life  by  their  industrious  and  far-seeing 
parents. 


Nr.  CHEADLE.  One  of  the  wide-awake, 
ambitious  business  men  of  Guthrie,  and 
one  of  those  who  are  justly  entitled  to  be 
Gassed  among  the  founders  of  this  flourishing 
v e.-tem  city,  the  subject  of  this  article  deserves 
wore  than  passing  notice  by  the  historian.  The 
■' rling  qualities  of  his  Scotch  and  German  an- 
cestors are  most  happily  united  in  him,  and  for 
c>  aerations  his  forefathers  have  been  loyal  allies 
■i  the  Lnitcd  States  and  unsparing  in  their  ntan- 
nestations  of  patriotism.  His  paternal  great- 
grandfather was  a Revolutionary  war  hero,  and 
k : s grandfather  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 

After  settling  in  this  hospitable  land,  the  Chea- 
■ s lived  in  Pennsylvania  for  some  time,  and 
■‘■Vr  removed  to  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
‘•''•ere  our  subject's  father,  Vincent  Cheadle,  was 
• a n.  ] le  was  a contractor  and  builder  by  occu- 
pation, and  at  an  early  day  he  located  in  Water- 
e Iowa,  where  he  followed  his  calling.  In 
M,7  he  removed  to  Carthage.  Mo.,  and  is  still  a 
' ' But  nt  that  place,  where  he  is  a highly  es- 
-i  uued  citizen.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 


was  Susan  Gable,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  of 
German  extraction.  She  departed  this  life  at  her 
Missouri  home  some  years  ago.  Of  her  four 
children,  Mary  E.  resides  in  Carthage,  Mo.,  and 
Mrs.  Anna  Linzec  lives  in  Pierre  City,  Mo.  Elza 
II.,  a young  man  of  great  promise  and  ability, 
enlisted  in  an  Iowa  regiment  during  the  Civil 
war,  served  throughout  the  trying  Georgia  cam- 
paign, under  the  leadership  of  the  gallant  Sher- 
man, and  made  an  honorable  record  as  a soldier 
and  patriot.  Subsequently,  when  in  a frontier 
town  in  Texas,  he  was  assassinated  by  a ruffian 
because  he  made  a remark  complimentary  to 
General  Sherman. 

N.  F.  Cheadle  was  born  in  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
April  26,  1855,  and,  after  leaving  the  public 
schools,  it  was  his  privilege  to  attend  Cornell 
College,  at  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  for  a vear. 
Later  he  engaged  in  clerking  in  a general  mer- 
chandising establishment,  there  mastering  the 
principles  of  business.  He  then  embarked  in 
the  retail  ice  business  upon  his  own  account, 
and  continued  to  give  it  his  entire  attention  for 
four  years,  when  he  sold  out.  His  next  venture 
was  to  carry  on  an  omnibus  and  transfer  business 
in  Carthage,  Mo.,  and  in  this  also  he  met  with 
fair  success. 

On  the  first  train  which  arrived  in  Guthrie 
from  the  north,  April  22,  1889,  Mr.  Cheadle  was 
a passenger,  and  early  that  afternoon  he  located 
upon  two  lots,  one  at  the  corner  of  Division  and 
Harrison  and  the  other  on  Division  street,  the 
former  now  being  the  site  of  the  governor’s 
office.  He  at  once  started  in  the  wholesale  beer 
business,  representing  the  Ferd  Heim  Brewing 
Company,  and  having  his  warehouse  on  Vilas 
street,  near  the  railroad.  In  1890  he  built  the 
substantial  building  he  now  occupies,  and.  hav- 
ing established  a well-equipped  cold-storage 
plant,  he  started  a bottling  works  the  following 
year.  Here  are  manufactured  soda  waters  and 
all  kinds  of  ‘‘soft"  drinks,  flavoring  extracts  and 
similar  articles  of  commerce.  The  steam  bot- 
tling works  is  at  No.  424  Oklahoma  avenue.  In 
1893  Mr.  Cheadle  branched  out  in  another  direc- 
tion, opening  a coal  yard,  and  since  that  time 
has  dealt  extensively  in  all  kinds  of  coal.  He 
also  sells  and  ships  ice  in  wholesale  quantities, 
and  deals  extensively  in  cotton,  having  a large 
yard  for  its  storage.  Under  his  supervision 
branch  agencies  for  the  herd  Heim  Brewing 
Company  have  been  located  at  Newkirk.  Ponca 
City,  Blackwell,  Perry,  Orlando,  Oklahoma  Citv, 
Edmond,  Ripley,  Stillwater  and  Pawnee.  In 
1893  he  opened  an  establishment  at  Chandler, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Cheadle  N Sehlegel,  and 
thus  that  town  is  supplied  with  a soda-water  fac- 
tory and  a cold-storage  plant  for  beer  and  other 
hot-weather  beverages.  Everything  which  Mr. 
Cheadle  undertakes  he  carries  forward  to  distinct 
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success,  ami  great  credit  is  due  him  for  his  sa- 
gacity and  enterprise. 

The  Republican  party  receives  his  allegiance 
and  in  the  spring  of  1898  he  was  nominated  and 
later  elected  as  a member  of  the  city  council. 
He  represents  the  third  ward,  and  is  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  public  improvements,  besides 
serving  on  the  committees  on  parks  and  'on 
finance.  He  is  actively  concerned  in  every  move- 
ment effecting  the  progress  of  the  city,  and  is 
an  honored  member  of  the  Guthrie  Club.  Fra- 
ternally he  also  belongs  to  the  Odd  bellows  So- 
ciety and  the  Encampment,  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Uniform  Rank,  and  to  the  Red  Men, 
in  all  of  which  organizations  he  is  popular. 

When  a resident  of  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Cheadle 
married  Miss  Eva  Maud,  daughter  of  Henry 
Blackwell.  The  latter  was  accidentally  killed  in 
a railroad  wreck  which  occurred  some  years 
ago  in  Colorado.  Mrs.  Cheadle  is  a native  of 
Illinois,  and  by  her  marriage  had  two  daughters, 
Lois  May  and  Lucille,  who  died  when  only 
seven  months  old.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  is  loved  by  a large  circle  of 
friends.  The  attractive  home  of  the  Cheadle 
family,  at  No.  41 1 East  Springer  avenue,  was 
built  by  our  subject. 


SR.  MARSHALL,  ex-mayor  of  Enid,  has 
. been  one  of  its  substantial  citizens  for  the 
past  seven  years.  He  is  the  vice-president 
of  the  Commercial  Club  of  this  city,  which  he 
assisted  in  organizing,  becoming  one  of  its  char- 
ter members.  In  every  possible  manner  he  has 
used  his.  influence  in  the  promotion  of  local  in- 
dustries and  city  improvements,  and  is  known  as 
a progressive  and  able  business  man. 

For  several  generations  the  Marshall  familv, 
to  which  our  subject  belongs,  were  citizens  of 
Massachusetts.  His  grandfather  was  Philetus 
Marshall,  of  the  Bay  state,  and  his  father,  S.  A. 
Marshall,  was  born  in  Boston.  The  latter,  who 
was  a fine  dentist,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Pittsburg-,  Pa.,  until  1856.  when  he 
removed  to  Leavenworth,  Kans.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  Mary  A„  and  their  seven 
children,  and  for  two  weeks  tliev  were  on  steam- 
boats plying  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
rivers,  as  it  was  before  the  days  of  railroads  in 
the  west.  Dr.  Marshall  was  the  first  dentist  to 
locate  in  Leavenworth,  in  which  city  he  resided, 
respected  and  honored,  until  his  death  in  1889. 
At  one  time  he  served  as  captain  of  a companv 
of  home  guards.  1 1 is  wife  survived  him  but  four 
years,  and  of  their  ten  children  eight  are  living. 
She  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  in  which  place  her 
lather.  James  Reeder,  a native  of  Fngland,  was 
well  kuowii  as  a business  man  and  proprietor  of 
a flourishing  iron  foundry.  William  F.  Marshall, 


first  son  of  S.  A.  Marshall,  was  a member  of 
Company  F,  P'irst  Colorado  Regiment,  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Pigeons  Ranch  in  New 
Mexico,  during  efforts  which  were  made  to  drive 
the  Texas  rangers  out  of  Colorado.  James  P„ 
another  son,  died  in  Cowley  county,  Kans. 
George  W.  is  a merchant  at  Concordia,  Kans., 
and  Charles  H.  is  a merchant  of  Glasgow,  that 
state.  The  five  daughters  reside  in  Kansas  or 
Kansas  City. 

S.  R.  Marshall  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
September  23.  1847,  :U1<1  ’u  '856  made  the  long 
river  trip  to  Leavenworth,  Kans.  Though  a 
mere  lad,  he  volunteered  his  services  to  the  Kan- 
sas militia  during  Price's  raid,  in  the  Civil  war. 
and  served  under  Colonel  McFarland,  going  to 
Kansas  City,  Westport  and  other  threatened 
points.  When  only  fourteen  years  of  age  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  Leavenworth  Times,  and  as 
the  years  rolled  by  was  promoted  from  the  posi- 
tion of  messenger  boy  and  paper  carrier  to  book- 
keeper and  business  manager.  After  serving  for 
several  years  in  that  capacity  he  was  appointed 
assistant  postmaster  to  Col.  D.  R.  Anthony,  and 
acted  in  that  position  for  two  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period,  in  1878,  he  removed  to 
Nickerson.  Kans.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business,  and  established  the  Bank  of  Nick- 
erson. He  remained  as  the  proprietor  of  both 
these  enterprises  until  1S87,  and  in  the  meantime 
served  as  mayor  of  the  town  for  one  term.  In 
January,  1888,  he  removed  to  Denver,  Colo., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business 
until  September  16,  1893. 

That  date  initiated  Mr.  Marshall's  citizenship 
in  Enid,  and  in  the  intervening  years  he  has 
conducted  a grocery  business.  Purchasing  a lot 
soon  after  his  arrival,  he  erected  the  store  which 
has  been  occupied  by  him,  and  from  time  to  time 
he  has  invested  in  local  real  estate.  With  some 
oth.er  successful  business  men  lie  laid  out  the 
south  side  addition  to  Enid,  a tract  of  eighty 
acres,  and  also  owns  property  of  similar  extent 
adjoining  the  city  on  the  east  and  situated  only 
a short  distance  from  the  business  center,  lie 
is  independent  in  politics,  and  in  1895  was  elected 
to  fill  a vacancy  as  mayor  of  Enid.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the 
office,  but  owing  to  a law  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture, changing  the  time  of  election,  he  served 
only  a year,  less  than  the  usual  length  of  a term. 
He  is  a Knight  of  Pythias  and  is  a highly  es- 
teemed member  of  local  society. 

In  1883  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Marshall 
and  Miss  Ella  O.  Marsh,  who  was  born  in  Chi- 
cago and  departed  this  life  in  Denver,  Colo., 
nine  years  ago.  Two  daughters  are  left  to  mourn 
her  loss,  natnel v : Mabel , who  is  attending  school 
at  Lawrence.  Kans.,  and  Ruth,  who  is  uiih  lie; 
father. 
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JE.  McCRISTY,  a member  of  the  firm  of 
McCristy  & Trease,  proprietors  of  the  Enid 
Mill  & Elevator  Company,  is  one  of  the 
wide-awake,  practical  business  men  who  have 
been  the  chief  factors  in  the  development  of 
Enid,  a little  city,  which  sprang  up  almost  in 
a night,  and  now  boasts  a population  of  about 
five  thousand.  But  this  fact  carries  little  idea  of 
the  great  commercial  interests  of  the  place,  and 
it  is  only  by  comparison  with  scores  of  old.  staid 
towns  in  the  east  that  one  is  enabled  to  judge  of 
the  wonderful  activity  that  is  displayed  here  in 
every  direction  of  enterprise. 

Mr.  McCristy  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  as  he  was 
born  April  18.  1S6 1 . His  parents,  David  and 
Mary  (Rutledge)  McCristy,  were  natives  of 
Bellefontaine  and  Perry  county,  Ohio,  respect- 
ively. and  tor  many  years  were  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Mercer  county,  same  state.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Cristy, whose  girlhood  was  passed  in  Perry 
county,  Ohio,  is  a daughter  of  John  Rutledge,  a 
pioneer  of  Mercer  county.  She  is  yet  living  upon 
her  old  homestead,  and  her  daughters.  Mrs. 
Alpha  J.  Bice  and  Mrs.  Bertha  Stover,  are  resi- 
dents of  the  same  locality.  David  McCristy, 
whose  death  occurred  April  9,  1899,  had  a son. 
Bronson,  by  his  first  marriage.  He  enlisted  in 
an  Ohio  regiment  and  served  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  now  is  identified  with  the  farmers  of 
Mercer  county. 

The  youth  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  his 
father's  farm  near  Rockford,  Ohio,  his  birthplace. 
Having  completed  his  public-school  education, 
he  went  to  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  pursued  a two- 
years  course  in  the  Northwestern  Indiana  Nor- 
mal. As  he  is  the  only  son  of  his  mother,  he 
found  it  a difficult  thing  to  leave  home,  and 
assisted  in  the  management  of  the  farm  until 
1884,  when  he  came  to  the  west.  Buying  a farm 
near  Anthony,  Kans..  he  operated  it  for  a year 
and  then  went  to  Colorado,  but  seven  months 
residence1  near  Grenada,  in  an  exceptionally  dry 
season,  led  to  liis  return.  Locating  in  Richfield. 
Kans..  he  entered  into  the  partnership  with  Mr. 
Trease.  which  has  been  mutually  agreeable  and 
profitable  ever  since — about  fourteen  years. 
I luring  the  first  three  years  of  the  firm's  exist- 
ence the  partners  conducted  a mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Richfield,  a point  situated  about  fifty-five 
miles  from  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad. 

In  the  spring  of  1890  the  firm  opened  a flour 
and  feed  store  at  Kingfisher  and  met  with  success 
in  the  undertaking.  September  16,  1893,  thev 
came  to  Enid,  and  on  the  following  day  em- 
barked in  business  here.  The  flour  and  feed 
store  which  they  established  was  situated  on 
t irand  avenue,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
“square,”  and  for  some  time  thev  occupied  a sub- 
stantial building,  which  they  had  constructed  for 
the  purpose. 


In  the  spring  of  1897  the  partners  commenced 
to  build  a mill,  which,  it  may  be  stated,  was  the 
first  one  in  operation  in  this  city,  and  the  second 
one  ready  for  business  in  the  "strip.”  From 
September  21,  1897,  to  the  present  time  it  lias 
been  steadily  at  work,  and  in  1899  it  was  found 
necessary  to  materially  enlarge  it.  At  first  its 
capacitv  was  onlv  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
barrels  a day,  while  it  now  turns  out  four  hundred 
and  fifty  barrels  of  flour  and  one  hundred  barrels 
of  meal  per  day.  The  equipment  is  strictly  mod- 
ern, the  engine  being  one  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  horse  power.  The  favorite  brands  of  flour 
produced  here  are  styled  “Perfection,”  “Pride  of 
Enid,”  and  "Purity,”  and  much  of  the  output  is 
consumed  by  the  local  trade,  a portion  finding 
its  way  to  the  .east  and  the  Gulf  states.  The  ele- 
vator, which  is  run  in  connection,  was  opened  in 
July,  1897,  and  has  a capacity  of  twenty  thou- 
sand bushels.  It  stands  upon  a siding  from  the 
main  tracks  of  the  Chicago  & Rock  Island,  and 
shipments  are  continually  received  from  all  parts 
of  the  territory,  eighteen  hundred  bushels  of 
wheat  being  ground  each  day  in  the  mills. 

In  this  city  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Cristy and  A liss  Clarissa  Brown,  a native  of  Ohio, 
who  removed  to  the  west  with  her  parents,  for 
some  time  residing  in  McPherson  county,  Kans. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCristy  have  an  adopted  daugh- 
ter. Zella.  They  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  he  being  a trustee  and  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  In  national  poli- 
tics he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican. 

a 

FS.  KIRK.  A greater  measure  of  success 
is  enjoyed  by  F.  S.  Kirk  than  often  comes 
to  a man  of  his  years,  but  indefatigable 
energy  and  unusual  foresight  in  all  of  his  enter- 
prises are  the  secrets  of  his  prosperity.  A fitting 
type  of  the  American  financier,  he  neglects  no 
opportunity  for  advancement,  and  in  nearly  all  of 
his  ventures  meets  with  success. 

One  of  the  native  sons  of  Gibson  countv,  Ind.. 
F.  S.  Kirk  was  born  June  17.  1868,  and  spent 
nine  years  of  his  boyhood  in  that  section  of  the 
Union.  His  father,  V.  T.  Kirk,  and  his  grand- 
father, Abraham  Kirk,  were  natives  of  the  same 
county,  a fact  which  indicates  the  long  residence 
of  the  family  in  that  locality.  The  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject.  Mason  Kirk,  a native  of 
Kentucky,  accompanied  his  mother  to  Gibson 
county  in  his  boyhood.  1 hey  were  among*  the 
first  settlers  there,  and  Mr.  Kirk  built  the  first 
mill  in  that  section.  It  was  run  by  water  power 
and  was  a landmark  on  the  Patoka  river  for  manv 
decades.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  in 
times  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war  he  never  failed 
to  discharge  his  duties  as  a patriot. 
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Abraham  Kirk  inherited  a share  of  his  father’s 
fortune,  and  owned  the  old  homestead  until  his 
death,  when  in  his  fortieth  year.  He  married 
Olivia  McEctridge,  a native  of  Indiana,  and  of 
Scotch  descent.  V.  T.  Kirk  followed  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father  and  grandfather,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  carrying  on  a farm,  operated  the  old  Kirk 
grist  and  saw-mill  for  several  years,  also  en- 
gaging" in  the  lumber  business  for  a period. 
When  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  October,  1 86 1 , 
he  enlisted  in  Company  K.  Eifty-eigluh  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  served  until  after  Lee's  surrender, 
being  mustered  out  of  the  army  August  25,  1865. 
He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  where 
he  was  disabled,  but  he  continued  with  his  regi- 
ment until  the  close  of  the  civil  strife,  being 
placed  on  detached  duty.  In  1877  he  came  to  the 
west,  and  was  one  of  the  first  persons  engaged 
in  sawing  walnut  lumber  near  Pleasanton,  Linn 
county,  Kans.  He  brought  with  him  a saw-mill 
from  the  east,  and  shipped  lumber  extensively 
for  several  years.  In  1880  he  removed  to  Shell 
City,  Mo.,  and  the  following  year  located  in  Os- 
wego, Kans.  In  September,  1881,  he  became  a 
citizen  of  Kingman,  Kans.,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  grain,  coal  and  live  stock 
business.  In  1S9S  he  was  the  Republican  candi- 
date to  the  legislature.  Though  there  was  eight 
hundred  fusion  majority  in  his  district,  the  fusion 
candidate  defeated  him  by  a majority  of  only 
forty-seven  votes.  Pie  is  identified  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  popular  in 
his  community.  For  a wife  he  chose  Lydia  E. 
Janes,  who,  with  her  father,  Henry  Janes,  was  a 
native  of  Maryland.  He  was  a harness  manu- 
facturer, and  pursued  that  calling  in  Indiana  for 
many  years.  A son  and  three  daughters  were 
born  to  Y.  T.  Kirk  and  wife,  namely:  F.  S.;  [Min- 
nie B.  and  Bessie  M.,  of  Kingman,  and  [Mrs. 
Pearl  Alexander,  of  Enid. 

As  previously  stated,  F.  S.  Kirk  spent 
nine  years  in  his  native  state,  whence,  in  1877, 
he  removed  with  the  family  to  Kansas.  He  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  Oswego  high  school, 
and  subsequently  engaged  in  business  with  his 
father  in  Kingman.  September  16,  1893,  he 
came  to  Enid,  where  he  has  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  business.  He  deals  extensively  in 
grain,  coal  and  feed,  and  keeps  a full  stock  of 
garden  and  field  seeds.  In  1894  he  also  em- 
barked in  the  stock  business,  and  two  years  later 
became  agent  for  the  Chicago  & Ft.  Worth 
Packing  Company,  buying  hogs  for  the  firm  and 
shipping  them  in  car-load  lots.  Until  1895  he 
conducted  two  stores,  one  at  North  Enid  and  the 
other  in  Enid  proper,  but  finally  removed  to  a 
central  location  at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Ninth  streets,  Enid.  In  October,  1S97.  he  built 
a substantial  warehouse,  office  and  sale  stable, 
now  paying  more  attention  to  the  last-named  en- 


terprise. He  has  won  more  than  a local  reputa- 
tion as  a dealer  in  horses,  and  makes  a specialty 
of  breeding  fine  draft  and  roadster  horses.  1 le 
owns  the  celebrated  Cleveland  Bay,  Duke  of 
Barber,  and  Rock  Island,  a half-brother  of  Joe 
Patchen,  as  well  as  Silver  Brock,  a standard-bred 
animal,  whose  sire  was  a son  of  Patchen  Wilkes, 
and  dam  was  sired  by  a son  of  Happy  [Medium: 
and  Silver  Leaf,  a standard-bred  horse  that  car- 
ries the  palm  as  being  the  fastest  trotter  in  < )l;la- 
honia. 

One  of  the  comparatively  new  products  of  the 
west,  castor  beans,  raised  in  great  quantities  in 
western  Oklahoma,  and  along  the  line  of  the 
Chicago  & Rock  Island  Railroad,  is  handled  ex- 
clusively by  [Mr.  Kirk.  Yearly  he  makes  con- 
tracts with  the  farmers  for  their  entire  crop  of 
beans,  andhandles  about  fifty  thousand  bushels 
annually.  Mr.  Kirk  is  a director  and  member  of 
the  Mid-state  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  which 
includes  [Missouri,  Kansas,  Arkansas,  Oklahoma 
and  Indian  territories.  In  the  Commercial  Club 
of  this  city  he  holds  membership  and  is  consid- 
ered a representative  business  man*.  Politically 
he  is  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party 
and  is  the  present  county  weigher  of  Garfield 
county. 

The  marriage  of  [Mr.  Kirk  and  Miss  [Maud  M. 
Buffington  was  solemnized  in  Hutchinson,  Ivans., 
February  14,  1889.  [Mrs.  Kirk  is  a native  of  St. 
Louis  and  is  a daughter  of  G.  P.  Buffington,  of 
[Missouri,  who  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in 
Hutchinson.  In  religious  faith  Mrs.  Kirk  is  an 
Episcopalian,  identified  with  the  Enid  Church. 


T AMES  O.  CASEY.  Among  the  young  and 
J thoroughly  progressive  agriculturists  of 
Logan  county,  James  O.  Casey  takes  a con- 
spicuous place.  He  is  a worthy  representative 
of  a family  which,  generation  by  generation,  has 
advanced  toward  the  western  frontier,  literally 
leading  the  way  of  civilization  and  prosperity. 

Our  subject’s  father,  James  C.  Casey,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  whence  he  went  to  Iowa  in  his 
childhood,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  a practical  farmer  throughout  his  active  ca- 
reer, and  now,  in  his  declining  years,  is  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  toil.  When  the  Civil  war  threat- 
ened the  Union,  he  volunteered  his  services  to 
his  country,  and  for  three  years  he  was  found  at 
his  post  of  duty,  wherever  that  happened  to  be. 
At  the  close  of  the  conflict  he  returned  to  his 
Iowa  farm  and  continued  to  give  it  his  whole  at- 
tention until  1S92,  when  he  came  to  Oklahoma 
and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
section  17,  township  16,  range  3 west,  the  prop- 
erty now  owned  and  managed  bv  the  subject  of 
this  article.  After  residing  here  for  five  rears. 
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and  superintending-  the  initial  improvements  in- 
stituted on  the  place,  he  removed  to  Galena, 
Kans.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah 
IT  Cochran,  and  Iowa  was  her  native  state.  To 
this  sterling  couple  seven  sons  and  one  daughter 
were  born,  and  the  family  circle  is  as  yet  un- 
broken by  death.  Mrs.  Casey's  brother.  Lysan- 
dcr  Cochran,  enlisted  and  served  in  the  same 
regiment  as  did  her  husband. 

James  O.  Casey  was  born  in  Keokuk  county, 
Iowa,  December  6.  1871.  He  received  an  excel- 
lent graded  school  education,  pursuing  his  stud- 
ies for  some  time  in  the  town  of  What  Cheer, 
Iowa.  When  he  arrived  at  his  majority,  he  ac- 
companied his  father  to  this  territory,  and  for 
the  past  eight  years  has  been  identified  with  local 
enterprises.  Under  his  senior’s  judicious  instruc- 
tion and  training,  he  early  became  thoroughly 
versed  in  agriculture  in  all  its  departments,  and 
his  undertakings  are  usually  blessed  with  suc- 
cess. He  has  the  welfare  of  his  country  deeply 
at  heart,  like  all  true,  sterling  citizens,  and  he 
neglects  none  of  his  public  duties.  He  uses  his 
franchise  in  favor  of  the  Republican  nominees, 
as  that  party  best  expresses  his  views  on  the 
great  issues  of  the  day. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Casey  and  Miss  Jennie 
Plummer  took  place  December  23,  1S96.  Her 
parents,  Thompson  and  Katherine  (Stetsman) 
Plummer,  are  farmers  of  Kay  county,  Okla.,  and 
of  their  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters 
are  yet  living.  Two  promising  sons  grace  the 
home  of  our  subject  and  wife,  their  names  being, 
respectively.  Russell  and  Ralph. 


HB.  FAUBLE.  As  the  growth  of  a town  is 
.largely  dependent  upon  the  various  abili- 
ties of  those  who  seek  homes  and  occupa- 
tion within  its  borders,  it  also  follows  that 
certain  constructive  talents  are  more  nearly  as- 
sociated with  its  future  and  original  well-being 
than  the  work  evolved  later  on  by  those  who 
prosecute  their  efforts  within  the  very  walls 
erected  by  their  constructive  contemporaries. 
Thus  it  is  that  the  builders  of  houses,  and  the 
creators  of  material  for  the  same,  have  a prior 
claim  upon  the  good  will'  and.  appreciation  of 
all  who  seek  better  conditions  upon  lands  devoid 
of  all  improvement,  and  embryonic  in  their  pos- 
sibilities. To  Mr.  Fauble.  more  than  to  am 
other  in  the  town  of  King  fisher,  is  due  the  credit 
for  erecting  the  most  shelter  for  the  greatest 
number  of  enterprises,  and  also  for  providing 
the  most  brick  material  of  any  plant  in  the 
county  of  Kingfisher.  The  magnitude  of  Us  en- 
terprises is  surprising,  considering  the  limited 
time  for  their  ccrnp'etUn.  the  promote;  having 
come  here  in  1803.  That  the  work  acomplished 
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is  of  the  best  possible  nature,  and  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  artistic  in  result,  is  not  surprising 
when  one  knows  of  Mr.  Fauble’s  conscientious 
and  painstaking  methods. 

Several  generations  of  the  Fauble  family  have 
devoted  their  energies  to  building  and  construct- 
ing. The  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in 
France,  and  upon  migrating  to  the  United  States 
settled  first  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  later 
carried  on  a large  business  as  contractor  and 
builder  throughout  the  south.  He  terminated 
his  useful  career  in  Tennessee.  His  son,  George, 
the  father  of  TI.  B.  Fauble,  learned  his  father's 
trade,  and  in  1855  moved  from  his  native  town 
of  Ashland,  Ivy.,  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where 
for  some  years  he  was  the  foremost  builder  and 
contractor  of  the  place.  In  1865  he  removed  to 
Council  Bluffs,  where  he  died  November  3,  1886, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  sixty  years.  His  wife,  Ellen 
(Baker)  Fauble,  was  a native  of  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Baker,  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
settled  in  Ohio,  and  carried  on  his  trade  of  car- 
penter and  builder.  He  successively  lived  in 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  Saline  county,  Mo.,  Burling- 
ton and  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Mrs.  George  Fau- 
ble is  now  living  in  David  City,  Neb.  To  this 
worthy  couple  were  born  eleven  children,  nine 
of  whom  are  living:  Mary,  Mrs.  William  Bush- 
ell.  of  David  City,  Neb.;  Maggie,  Mrs.  Durlin, 
of  Columbus,  Tex.;  Jacob  W.,  a farmer  in  King- 
fisher township;  Mrs.  Ida  Smith,  of  Omaha; 
Mrs.  Nannie  Kay,  of  David  City,  Neb.;  James, 
a contractor  and  carpenter  of  Columbus,  Neb.; 
Mrs.  Jennie  Gates,  of  David  City,  and  George, 
living  in  Kingfisher.  Mrs.  Gertrude  Harper 
died  in  David  City,  Neb.,  and  Lee  died  when  one 
year  old. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Fauble  was  born  in  Ashland,  Ivy., 
December  11,  1854.  In  1855  the  family  moved 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  there  began  his  studies 
in  the  public  schools,  which  were  later  continued 
in  Council  Bluffs.  He  early  displayed  an  enter- 
prising' and  independent  spirit,  and  when  six- 
teen years  of  age  began  to  learn  the  brick- 
mason's  trade  under  his  father’s  instructions, 
for.  in  addition  to  being  a prominent  builder 
and  contractor,  his  father  was  also  a brick  man- 
ufacturer. When  twenty  years  of  age  he  became 
his  father's  partner  in  the  contracting-  and  build- 
ing business,  and  in  April,  1881,  they  built  and 
started  their  brick  manufactorv  in  Council 
Bluffs.  Among  the  many  evidences  of  their 
skill  may  be  mentioned  the  Danforth  block  and 
the  John  C.  Bennett  building.  His  efforts  in 
Council  Bluffs  terminated  in  1886.  at  which  time 
he  removed  to  Columbus,  Neb.,  and  built  the 
brick  manufactory  there,  and  in  connection  with 
it  engaged  in  contracting  and  building.  He 
erected  the  Catholic  hospital  of  that  place,  sev- 
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eral  stores  and  blocks,  wholesale  houses  and 
. schools,  and  was  successful  beyond  his  most 
sanguine  expectations. 

In  1893  Mr.  l'auble  took  advantage  of  the 
apparent  larger  possibilities  of  Kingfisher,  and 
bought  the  location  upon  which  his  present  place 
is  situated.  The  ground  comprises  twenty-four 
acres  finely  'situated  on  the  banks  of  Uncle 
John’s  creek,  and  upon  it  is  erected  the  largest 
and  best-equipped  brick  manufactory  in  Okla- 
homa territory.  The  capacity  is  two  millions  a 
year.  During  his  residence  in  Kingfisher.  Air. 
Fauble  has  erected  nearly  all  of  the  principal 
buildings,  and  there  are  included  among  them 
the  William  Grimes  block,  the  dormitory  at  the 
college,  the  Lee  block,  Logan  & Snow,  Admire, 
Buckingham,  Dean  House,  Dr.  Winkler’s,  the 
postoffice  block  and  building,  the  Salisbury 
building,  the  Hobbs  building,  and  nearly  all 
others  of  importance. 

In  Newcomerstown,  Ohio,  March  15,  1886, 
Mr.  Fauble  married  Della  Bradshaw,  of  Ohio, 
a daughter  of  G.  W.  Bradshaw,  who  was  born 
in  the  east,  and  was  a brick  contractor  during  the 
years  of  his  activity.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Ohio  Infan- 
try, and  served  until  mustered  out,  when  he  re- 
enlisted in  another  Ohio  regiment,  and  during 
an  engagement  of  the  regiment  was  instantly 
killed  by  a fragment  of  a shell.  His  wife,  Cath- 
erine (Mardis)  Bradshaw,  was  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Mardis,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  settled 
in  Ohio,  and  was  a brick  contractor  and  manu- 
facturer, contractor  and  builder.  He  died  in 
Ohio,  and  his  wife  is  now  living  in  Newcomers- 
town. To  this  couple  were  born  six  children: 
Alexander,  who  died  when  young;  Thomas,  who 
is  a railroad  man,  and  lives  in  Decatur.  111.; 
Della;  George,  who  lives  in  Columbus,  Neb., 
and  is  a contractor;  LeRoy,  who  lives  in  Ohio, 
and  is  connected  with  the  railroad;  and  Andrew, 
a resident  of  Newcomerstown.  To  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Fauble  have  been  born  four  children:  Lulu, 
who  died  in  1889,  in  ( hnaha,  at  the  age  of  eleven 
months;  Arthur  LeRoy,  Laura  Alav,  Ralph 
Henry. 

Air.  Fauble  is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen.  Fraternally,  he  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  belongs  to  the  Encampment.  In 
political  affiliation  he  is  a believer  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  ilis  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Grand  Armv  of 
the  Republic,  and  is  also  an  ardent  worker  and 
supporter  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  addition  to  his  manv  other  interests.  Air. 
Fauble  is  much  interested  in  the  breeding  and 
culture  of  fancy-breed  chickens,  and  was  the 
first  to  introduce  Buff  Leghorns  into  the  terri- 
tory. He  also  raises  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 


FRANK  T.  HATTER,  now  serving  efficiently 
as  county  clerk  of  Garfield  county,  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  citizens  of  Enid.  His  life 
has  been  spent  in  the  west,  though  he  has  trav- 
eled extensively  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  and  is 
well  posted  on  the  resources  and  affairs  of  this 
great  republic.  Broad-minded  and  progressive, 
he  favors  improvement  along  all  lines  of  human 
activity,  and  gives  his  influence  to  the  support 
of  our  public  schools  and  good  government. 

In  commencing  a review  of  the  life  history  of 
our  subject  it  should  be  stated  that  his  patro- 
nymic was  changed  through  the  blunder  of  Amer- 
ican customs-house  and  other  officials  about 
half  a century  ago,  the  original  spelling  in  Eng- 
land being  “Atter.”  The  explanation  of  the 
error  is  simple  and  amusing.  Our  subject's 
father,  Thomas’  G.  Atter,  was  a country  youth  of 
eighteen  years  when  he  arrived  in  the  United 
States,  his  boyhood  having  been  spent  at  his 
birthplace  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  his 
English  accent  led  the  officials  to  think  that  he 
had  dropped'  the  “H”  from  his  name  in  pro- 
nouncing it,  so  they  accommodatingly  sup- 
plied it  in  making  out  his  papers.  He  set- 
tled in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  about  1848,  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Na- 
tional for  twenty-three  years.  From  1871  to 
1882  he  was  a resident  of  Howard  county,  same 
state,  where  he  followed  his  accustomed  voca- 
tion, after  which  he  went  to  Sac  county,  Iowa, 
and  dwelt  there  about  four  years.  Since  1S86  he 
has  lived  near  Pendennis,  Lane  county,  Kans., 
where  he  took  up  a claim  and  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  live  stock.  His  wife,  Ella 
T.,  daughter  of  V.  J.  Burdick,  was  born  in  New 
York  state,  and  accompanied  her  parents  to  Iowa 
at  an  early  period.  There  the  father  operated  a 
farm  and  carried  on  a mercantile  business  for 
many  years,  finally  removing  to  Kansas,  where 
his  death  occurred.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to 
Thomas  G.  Hatter  and  wife  seven  survive,  three 
of  the  sons  living  in  Kansas  and  one  in  Iowa. 

Frank  T.  Hatter  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  National,  Iowa.  Februarv  20,  1867. 
Reared  upon  the  farm,  he  became  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  agriculture  in  all  its  aspects,  and 
tlius  is  a practical  farmer.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  “little  red  school-house”  of  the  dis- 
trict iii  which  he  lived,  and  like  most  country  lads 
has  been  largely  dependent  upon  himself  since 
he  mastered  the  elementary  branches.  Upon 
leaving  home  he  spent  two  or  three  vears  travel- 
ing', and  he  wished  to  become  familiar  with  his 
own  country.  Then,  for  three  years,  he  carried 
on  a ranch  in  Lane  county,  Kans.,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1895  fame  to  Oklahoma.  Locating 
upon  some  school  lands,  he  improved  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  and  met  with  success  in  his 
enterprises. 
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In  i8qS  Mr.  Platter  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  to  the  office  of  county  clerk  of  Car- 
field  county,  receiving  a majority  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  votes  over  the  fusion  nominee.  In  Jan- 
uary of  the  following  year  he  assumed  his  new 
position,  and  since  coming  to  Enid,  the  county- 
seat,  has  built  a modern  residence  here  for  his 
family.  Ten  years  ago  he  had  quite  a little  ex- 
perience in  the  regular  army  service  of  this  gov- 
ernment. Enlisting- in  Company  IT,  Third  United 
States  Infantry,  at  Missoula,  Mont.,  in  the  spring 
of  1890,  he  was  stationed  at  I'ort  Snelling  until 
the  breaking  out  of  troubles  with  the  Sioux  In- 
dians at  Rosebud  Agency.  The  company  to 
which  Mr.  Hatter  belonged  was  sent  to  Fort 
Sully,  where  it  was  stationed  on  guard  duty,  in 
charge  of  a band  of  captured  warriors,  until 
peace  had  been  restored  In  the  summer  of  1891 
Mr.  Hatter  was  honorably  discharged  on  account 
of  disability. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hatter  and  Miss  Lillie 
M.  Lee  took  place  in  1892  in  Lane  county,  Kans. 
They  lost  an  infant,  Bessie,  whose  short  life  was 
measured  by  three  weeks.  Two  daughters.  Irma 
Lee  and  Ruth,  now  cheer  their  home.  Mrs. 
Hatter  was  born  near  Toledo.  Ohio,  and  her 
father,  David  Lee,  a successful  stockman,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Lane  county,  Kans. 


CHARLES  E.  HUNTER.  The  enterprising 
_i  county-seat  of  Garfield  county,  Enid,  owes 
a great  deal  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
as  he  has  been  actively  associated  with  many  of 
its  leading  organizations  and  has  championed  va- 
rious local  improvements  which  have  accrued  to 
the  benefit  of  the  place.  He  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  having  been  one  of  the  famous  Rough  Riders, 
who  saw  service  in  Cuba,  and  his  prominent  po- 
sition in  political  circles  is  well  known. 

The  ancestors  of  C.  E.  Hunter  were  English 
people  who  settled  in  Monongahela,  \V.  Va.. 
upon  their  arrival  in  the  United  State.'.  His 
grandfather,  Daniel  Hunter,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, was  a ship-builder  by  occupation,  and 
lor  many  years  he  made  his  home  in  West 
\ irginia.  His  son,  Daniel  Hunter,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  that  state,  became 
a successful  civil  engineer,  and  practiced  his 
calling  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  He 
died  at  his  home  in  Brooklyn  when  C.  E.  Hunter 
was  young.  His  wife,  Emma,  a native  of  New 
York  state,  was  a daughter  of  Richard  Mueler. 
of  English,  Scotch  and  Holland  ancestry.  She 
departed  this  life  near  Coxsackie,  N.  Y„  and  of 
her  two  sons,  the  younger,  Henry,  died  in  Balti- 
more, Md.,  in  1878. 

The  birth  of  C.  E.  Hunter  occurred  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y„  September  18,  1856.  He  received 
a public-school  education,  and  at  an  early 


qge  was  apprenticed  to  the  printer's  trade  in 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  There  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  “Eagle,”  a leading  newspa- 
per, for  some  time,  and  in  1883  went  to 
Kansas  City,  where  he  engaged  in  the  publishing 
business.  There  he  became  a factor  in  political 
circles  and  won  the  esteem  of  the  business  men 
of  the  community.  P'or  six  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Potter  & Hunter,  who  trans- 
acted a flourishing  business  as  publishers  and 
printers. 

The  third  train  which  came  into  Guthrie  April 
22,  1889,  bore  as  one  of  its  passengers  C.  E. 
Hunter,  who  located  a lot,  put  up  a tent,  and  es- 
tablished the  first  exclusive  job-printing  office 
in  the  territory.  He  was  a member  of  the  pro- 
visional council  from  the  first  ward  of  Guthrie, 
and  was  elected  by  the  Republicans  to  the  first 
and  second  legal  councils.  Remaining  in  the  city 
until  the  opening  of  the  Sac  arid  Fox  Indian 
Reservations,  September  22,  1890,  he  settled  in 
Chandler  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
town  as  well  as  of  the  Chandler  “News.”  April 
19  of  the  following  year,  when  the  Cherokee  and 
Arapahoe  country  was  thrown  open  to  settle- 
ment, he  went  into  its  borders  and  aided  in  es- 
tablishing the  town  of  Okarche.  There  lie  con- 
tinued in  business  until  September  16.  1893, 
when  he  came  to  Enid.  For  a year  he  pub- 
lished the  daily  and  weekly  “Eagle,”  a well- 
conducted  newspaper,  and  then  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  the  business. 

I or  the  past  six  years  Mr.  Hunter  has  given 
his  attention  to  real-estate  operations  in  Enid 
and  vicinity  and  has  built  up  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion. He  handled  the  popular  addition,  Ken- 
wood, and  others,  where  stand  many  of  the  hand- 
somest residences  in  the  county.  He  also  deals 
extensively  in  farm  lands,  selling  large  and  small 
tracts.  Undoubtedly  more  propertv  has  passed 
through  his' hands  than  any  other  real  estate  men 
of  this  portion  of  the  territory  have  handled. 

When  the  Cuban- American  war  was  declared 
C.  E.  Hunter  made  repeated  attempts  to  join 
the  Rough  Riders,  and  was  twice  rejected  on  the 
score  that  he  was  one  inch  too  short.  He  per- 
sisted, and,  on  account  of  the  influence  of 
friends  at  Washington,  received  a special  order 
from  • Adjutant-General  Corbin,  wherebv  he 
was  admitted  to  the  ranks  in  Mav,  TS98. 
The  Rough  Riders,  or  First  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  were  sent  to  Tampa,  Fla., 
and  thence  transported  to  Cuba.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  engagement  at  La  Quasimas 
June  24,  1898,  two  days  after  landing  from 
the  ship,  and  subsequently  took  part  in  the  cele- 
brated battle  of  San  Juan,  July  1,  2 and  3.  In 
the  days  of  anxiety  and  waiting  which  followed, 
he,  like  many  of  his  comrades,  succumbed  to  the 
prevailing  fever,  and  ultimately  was  sent  to  the 
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north  on  that  account,  landing  at  Montauk  Point, 
N.  Y.,  August  15,  1898.  He  was  sergeant  of  his 
company,  and  was  mustered  out  in  November* 
1898,  at  Enid.  In  1900  he  was  instrumental  in 
securing  the  greatly  anticipated  reunion  of  the 
Rough  Riders  at  Oklahoma  City. 

In  1896  Mr.  Hunter  was  made  chairman  of  the 
Free  Silver  Republican  county  convention. 
After  the  convention  of  the  party  at  St.  Louis 
he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was  made  chairman  of  the  Garfield 
County  central  committee,  owing  to  whose  ef- 
forts every  local  candidate  was  later  elected.  He 
has  been  secretary  of  the  Statehood  central  com- 
mittee, and  presided  at  the  first  Free  Homes 
League  ever  convened  in  the  territory,  this  being 
nine  years  ago.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Blackwell,  Enid  & Southwestern  road 
and  is  one  of  the  board  of  directors.  He  also  is 
a charter  member  and  the  present  secretary  of 
the  Enid  Commercial  Club.  He  was  initiated 
into  Masonry  in  Enid  Lodge  No.  19,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hunter  and  Miss  Jessie 
Wilie  was  solemnized  in  Kansas  City  in  1888. 
Mrs.  Hunter  is  a native  of  Ohio,  her  birth  having 
occurred  in  Washington  Court-House. 


T.  DOUTHITT.  Of  French  extraction  on 
the  paternal  side,  Air.  Douthitt  is  a native 
of  Boston,  Bowie  county,  Tex.,  and  comes 
from  an  old  Kentucky  family.  His  grandfather 
died  in  that  state,  and  his  father,  Ambrose 
Douthitt,  was  born  in  Lexington.  Ky„  in  1800. 
During  his  early  manhood  he  was  engaged  in 
the  real-estate  business  in  Kentucky  until  1836, 
when  he  removed  to  Boston,  Tex.  There  he 
became  very  prominent,  owned  large  tracts  of 
land  in  Lamar,  Hill  and  Collin  counties,  and  for 
years  was  well  known  as  a stockman.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  a Texas  regiment 
and  served  under  Captain  Dixie.  In  the.  spring 
of  1865,  when  at  home  on  a furlough,  he  was 
summoned  to  the  silent  land,  then  in  his  sixty- 
sixth  year.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  a native 
of  Kentucky,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy 
Smith,  and  is  now  living"  near  Henrietta, 
Tex.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  two  sons 
and  one  daughter.  George  W.  Boling,  who  was 
in  a Texas  regiment  during  the  Civil  war.  though 
twice  wounded,  recovered  and  lived  to  advanced 
years.  Sarah  is  deceased  and  Benjamin  F.  lives 
in  the  Indian  territory.  A son  of  Ambrose 
Douthitt's  first  marriage,  Presley,  enlisted  in  a 
Texas  regiment,  and,  though  he  received 
wounds,  survived  and  regained  his  accustomed 
health.  To  Ambrose  and  Nancy  Douthitt  three 
sons  and  a daughter  were  born.  The  latter  is 
deceased,  and  of  the  sons  Lee  M.  is  a stockman 


of  Vinita,  I.  T.,  and  J.  W.  is  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  business  at  Henrietta,  Tex. 

The  birth  of  J.  T.  Douthitt  occurred  June  14, 
1856,  and  his  early  years  were  passed  upon  a 
farm  near  Boston,  Tex.,  his  birthplace.  From 
1 86 1 to  1869  he  dwelt  in  Henrietta,  Clay  county, 
Tex.,  and  when  he  was  a mere  boy  he  took  his 
first  lessons  in  riding  horses  and  looking  after 
cattle  and  sheep  on  the  plains.  Owing  to  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  south  prior  to  and 
during  the  Civil  war,  his  educational  opportuni- 
ties were  exceedingly  meager,  and,  in  fact, 
schools  were  few  and  poorly  conducted  on  those 
Texas  frontiers  at  that  time.  After  herding  cat- 
tle for  his  elder  brothers  and  other  men  for  a 
number  of  years,  Air.  Douthitt  went  into  the 
stock  business  on  his  own  account,  buying,  sell- 
ing and  shipping  extensively  to  the  Chicago, 
Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis  markets.  He  trav- 
eled in  this  interest  all  over  the  Lone  Star  state, 
and  drove  cattle  great  distances  frequently. 
During  the  ’8os  he  often  followed  the  old 
Chisholm  trail  through  this  territory,  driving 
stock  to  some  shipping  point  on  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1893,  Mr.  Douthitt 
made  the  race  into  Garfield  county,  and  located 
a claim  in  Enid  township.  He  was  not  left  in 
undisputed  possession,  however,  as  a contestant 
at  once  instituted  proceedings,  and  the  fight 
which  followed  was  one  of  the  longest  ones  in 
the  county  history.  The  case  was  in  the  local 
land-office  court  for  thirty-two  days,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  spring"  of  1895  that  a final  decision 
was  rendered  in  favor  of  our  subject.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  not  been  idle,  for  he  was  con- 
fident of  the  justice  which  he  felt  would  be  meted 
out  to  him,  and  a fence,  buildings  and  other  im- 
provements were  started  as  soon  as  he  took  up 
his  abode  on  the  land.  By  persistent  energy  and 
well-directed  efforts  he  has  transformed  the 
prairie  into  a highly  cultivated  farm,  which  is 
enriched  by  a good  orchard  and  a comfortable 
residence- — one  of  the  most  desirable  and  at- 
tractive country  homes  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Douthitt  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the 
matter  of  organizing  the  Garfield  County  Fair 
Association,  and  was  delegated  to  lease  the 
ground  for  the  same.  That  it  is  a grand  success 
110  one  doubts,  and  much  credit  is  accorded  to 
him,  as  lie  richly  deserves.  He  is  not  a politician, 
but  uses  his  ballot  for  Democratic  nominees. 

In  1888  Mr.  Douthitt  married  Miss  Dollie 
Hart,  of  Kingston.  Tex.  She  was  born  in  Hunt 
county,  Tex.,  a daughter  of  John  IT.  and  Mattie 
(Boyd)  Hart,  natives  of  Texas  and  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.,  respectively.  The  father,  who 
now  resides  in  Goldthwaite,  Tex.,  is  a direct  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence— -his  great-grandfather  Hart. 
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Ills  grandfather,  John  Plart,  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Texas,  of  the  same  style  as  Sam  Hous- 
ton, and  also  a sturdy  Indian  fighter.  He  lived 
on  the  banks  of  the  Red  river  for  several  years 
and  at  length  met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  the 
red-skins.  His  son,  Capt.  Martin  D.,  father  of 
John  II.  Hart,  was  born  in  Illinois,  and  was  an 
early  settler  on  the  Red  river,  in  Texas,  where  he 
became  the  owner  of  large  ranches  and  great 
herds  of  cattle.  He  was  an  exceptionally  able 
man,  mentally,  for  that  day  and  locality,  and  for 
vcars  he  was  an  attorney-at-law.  Possessing 
Union  principles,  he  enlisted  in  a Missouri  regi- 
ment during  the  Civil  war,  and  served  with  the 
rank  of  captain,  his  life  finally  being  sacrificed  on 
the  altar  of  his  country.  His  son,  John  H.  Hart, 
was  born  on  the  old  ranch  on  the  Red  river,  and 
throughout  his  life  he  has  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  business  of  carrying  on  a farm  and  raising 
live  stock,  besides  engaging  in  art  work.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  a Texas  regi- 
ment, and  in  one  engagement  received  wounds. 
His  wife,  who  also  is  living,,  is  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Reeves)  Boyd,  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Alabama,  respectively.  The 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  removed 
to  Texas  at  an  early  day  and  thenceforth  lived 
upon  a ranch. 

Airs.  Douthitt  is  one  of  six  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, two  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Lulu 
Ayres  resides  in  Newton,  Ivans.;  Mrs.  Emma 
Cole  in  Bristow,  I.  T.,  and  Frank  in  San  An- 
tonio, Tex.  In  her  girlhood  Mrs.  Douthitt  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education,  completing  her 
studies  at  the  Kingston  Female  Seminary.  Our 
subject  and  wife  have  two  little  daughters, 
namely:  Roqua  Marguerite  and  Loma  Pearl. 
Mrs.  Douthitt  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South. 


TAMES  T.  WITCHER  came  to  Oklahoma 
J when  it  was  first  opened,  taking  up  a claim 
in  El  Reno  township,  Canadian  countv,  and 
he  has  been  located  here  ever  since,  engaging  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  in  a very  suc- 
cessful manner. 

Born  in  Saline  county,  Mo.,  Mr.  Witcher 
comes  of  good  Virginia  ancestry,  his  forefathers 
locating  there  at  a very  early  date.  His  grand- 
father, James  Witcher,  was  born  in  Virginia  and 
migrated  to  Missouri  in  1833,  being  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in.  Saline  county,  where  he  carried 
"n  stock  farming  extensively.  He  remained 
'here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1887,  at 
’he  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 

Jesse  T.  Witcher,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
ua>  horn  in  Howard  county,  Mo.,  and  has  been 
■l  'esident  of  that  state  during  all  of  his  life,  with 
i;!c  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  the  service 
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during  the  Civil  war.  He  has  always  been  a 
farmer  and  has  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  on  an  extensive  scale.  Though  now 
sixty-six  years  of  age,  he  is  still  a very  active 
man.  He  was  united  in  marriage  'with  Nancy 
Gresham,  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  a daughter 
of  Taylor  Gresham,  a well-known  breeder  of 
horses  and  mules-.  To  the  union  of  Jesse  T. 
and  Nancy  Witcher  were  born  the  following 
children:  James  T.;  William  II.,  who  lives  in  Mis- 
souri; Jesse,  who  is  farming  for  the  government 
on  the  Darlington  reservation;  Walter  and  Em- 
mett. Mrs.  Nancy  Witcher  died  in  August,  1874. 
Afterward  Mr.  Witcher  married  Ellen  Gresham, 
a cousin  of  his  first  wife.  By  this  union  he  had 
the  following-named  children:  Etta;  Ella,  the 
wife  of  Walter  Wilson;  Benjamin,  deceased; 
Mrs.  Pearl  Johnson;  Denna,  deceased;  Daniel, 
a resident  of  Missouri;  Virginia;  Earl  and  Jes- 
sie. Mr.  Witcher  and  his  family  still  reside  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Saline  county,  Mo.,  where 
he  has  lived  for  forty-three  years. 

James  T.  Witcher  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  a common-school  education.  On  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years,  he  went  to  El  Paso  county,  Colo., 
and  he  lived  at  Colorado  Springs  for  two  years, 
following  railroading  and  ranching.  In  1877  he 
went  to  northern  New  Mexico,  along  the  Colo- 
rado line,  and  with  Levi  & Walson  contracted 
and  furnished  ties  for  the  Topeka,  Atchison  & 
Santa  Ee  Railroad.  He  remained  along  the  line 
for  four  years,  during  the  construction  of  the 
road  from  Tremont  to  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  and  in 
1882  came  to  the  Cherokee  Indian  Nation.  He 
beg-an  farming  and  cattle  raising",  leasing  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  continued  at  that 
with  fair  success  until  Oklahoma  was  opened. 
He  then  brought  one  carload  of  stock  to  Kansas 
City,  and  took  up  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 12,  El  Reno  township,  Canadian  countv, 
Okla.  Upon  this  property  he  has  made  main' 
great  improvements,  putting  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  under  the  plow  and  erecting  sub- 
stantial farm  buildings,  tie  has  a verv  good  or- 
chard and  also  a small  vineyard.  In  cattle  he 
keeps  nothing  but  Shorthorns  of  good  quality, 
having  from  fifteen  to  twenty  head;  also  hog' 
and  some  good  horses.  His  principal  crops  are 
wheat,  oats  and  corn,  lie  also  owns  some  valu- 
able real  estate  in  the  town  of  El  Reno. 

In  18S3  Mr.  Witcher  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Virgie  Pearson,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Beulah,  Grover  C.  Ruth  and  Addic.  In  politics 
he  is  an  unswerving  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  partv  af- 
fairs, being  well  informed  on  all  matters  of  gen- 
eral public  interest.  For  two  years  he  served 
in  the  capacity  of  school  director.  Fraternally, 
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lie  is  a member  of  Ei  Reno  Lodge  No.  7,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  and  has  passed  through  the  various 
chairs  to  senior  deacon.  He  is  also  a member 
of  Keystone  Chapter  No.  9.  R.  A.  XL,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  El  Reno  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


FRANK  r..  IIODGDEN..  The  phenomenal 
prosperity  which  Enid  enjoys  is  directly 
traceable  to  the  character  of  her  business 
men,  universally  noted  for  their  progressive  and 
public  spirit.  Frank  B.  Hodgdcn,  a popular  mer- 
chant of  this  place,  has  been  materially  identified 
with  the  upbuilding  of  Enid,  and  has  neglected 
no  opportunity  of  promoting  her  permanent  wel- 
fare. For  two  terms  he  served  as  a member  of 
the  city  council,  once  representing  the  first  and 
later  the  fourth  ward.  Politically  he  heartily  en- 
dorses the  policy  of  the  Republican  party,  though 
he  is  not  a politician  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word. 

In  tracing  the  ancestry  of  our  subject  it  is 
learned  that  his  great-grandfather,  Benjamin 
Hodgden,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  in 
1757,  and  in  his  prime  was  numbered  among  the 
substantial  farmers  of  that  state.  Our  subject’s 
great-great-grandfather,  Captain  Halleck,  was  a 
hero  of  the  Revolution.  Flis  family,  who  were 
English  people,  and  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  pe- 
riod. In  his  youth  he  was  a sailor  on  sea  ves- 
sels, after  which  he  owned  a whaler  and  was  cap- 
tain of  the  same  for  years.  Henry,  grandfather 
of  F.  B.  Hodgden,  was  born  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  in  1812,  accompanied  by  two  of  his 
brothers,  he  settled  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  There 
he  cleared, a farm  and  became  well-to-do,  for 
thirty-two  years  serving  as  a justice  of  the  peace. 
He  made  an  excellent  record  and  was  prominent 
in  his  community.  When  John  Sherman  was 
nominated  for  congress  he  was  one  of  the  con- 
gressional committee  which  had  the  matter  in 
charge,  and  his  own  vote  was  cast  for  the  great 
statesman.  Politically  he  was  a Whig  and  Re- 
publican. actively  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
party.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  Perry  Hodgden, 
was  born  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  in  1831.  and  was 
reared  in  that  locality.  In  his  early  manhood  he 
taught  schools  for  a period,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  his  native  county  and 
in  Columbus.  Ohio.  In  1867  he  embarked  in 
business  at  Ellsworth,  Kans.,  and  continued  as  a 
merchant  at  that  place  until  1893,  when  he  came 
to  Oklahoma,  and  since  has  been  associated  with 
his  son.  F.  R.  He  was  honored  with  the  position 
of  county  treasurer  when  in  Ellsworth  county, 
Kans.,  and  served  for  one  term  as  such,  also 
officiating  as  register  of  deeds  for  a term.  In 


1862  he  volunteered  in  Company  I,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-third  Ohio  Regiment,  and 
served  his  term  of  enlistment  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  being  honorably  discharged  with  his 
regiment.  Fie  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  is  a Mason,  and  religiously  is 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  wife,  Phoebe  E.,  a fiative  of  New  York  City, 
departed  this  life  in  Kansas  three  years  ago.  I ler 
father,  Theodore  Buckbee,  was  a merchant  in 
New  York  City,  and  subsequently  was  an  agri- 
culturist of  Delaware  county,  Ohio. 

The  birth  of  F.  B.  Hodgden  took  place  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  October  6,  1864.  He  is  the 
eldest  of  four  children,  and  with  his  brothers, 
Walter  and  Grant,  is  interested  in  a ranch  in  this 
county,  dealing  extensively  in  cattle.  His  sister 
is  Airs.  Hallie  D.  Currant,  of  Enid. 

Reared  in  Kansas,  F.  B.  Hodgden  received  a 
good  education  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools 
of  Ellsworth,  and  prepared  himself  for  a business 
career  in  the  commercial  college  of  Lawrence, 
Kans.  From  his  early  years  he  had  been  em- 
ployed in  his  spare  hours  in  various  stores,  and 
after  graduating  from  his  school  course  he  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business.  Later  he  con- 
ducted a livery,  and  sold  agricultural  implements 
in  Ellsworth.  For  a short  period  in  1S93  he  was 
numbered  among  the  business  men  of  Chicago. 
111.,  but  on  the  16th  of  September  of  that  vear 
came  to  Enid.  Buying  a lot  he  put  up  a store 
building,  24x50  feet  in  dimensions  and  two 
stories  in  height.  At  the  end  of  six  weeks  the 
building  was  ready  for  occupancy,  and  since  that 
time  the  proprietor  has  conducted  a thriving 
grocery  business.  For  some  years  he  has  been 
a dealer  in  real  estate  and  has  assisted  in  building 
,-everal  business  blocks.  In  the  fall  of  1900  he 
completed  a substantial  brick  store,  and  thus  he 
is  steadily  contributing  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
business  section.  As  previously  stated,  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  cattle  business  in  companv  with  his 
brothers,  their  ranch  being  situated  about  ten 
miles  southwest  of  Enid,  in  addition  to  which 
they  have  a herd  of  cattle  in  Wood  count\ . Tlic 
young  men  are  considered  very  enterprising,  and 
in  the  National  Association  of  Hereford  Breed- 
ers. to  which  they  belong,  they  are  looked  upon 
as  authorities  and  judges  of  fine  stock.  At  pres- 
ent they  have  a herd  of  fifty-four  full-blooded 
Herefords,  and  raise  about  five  hundred  head  of 
cattle  each  year.  F.  B.  Hodgden  is  the  owner 
of  the  Hereford  bull  DeForest,  .which  took  the 
first  premium  as  a yearling  at  the  World's  Fair 
in  Chicago. 

While  a resident  of  Ellsworth  Mr.  Hodgden 
was  initiated  into  Masonry,  and  is  a past  master 
of  the  lodge  there.  He  is  now  a member  of  Enid 
Lodge  No.  19,  A.  F.  N A.  M..  and  is  a charter 
member  also  of  the  local  chapter.  In  Ellsworth 
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occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hodgden  and 
Miss  Agnes  Long,  a native  of  Michigan.  They 
have  three  children,  Burton,  Frances  and  Perry, 
|r.  Mrs.  Hodgden  is  a lady  of  social  attain- 
ments, and  her  membership  is  held  in  the  Pres- 
to terian  Church  of  this  city. 


JOHN  DEYEREUX,  who  enjoys  a wide  rep- 
utation as  an  attorney-at-law,  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  serving  in  the  capacity  of  assistant 
district  attorney,  with  headquarters  at  Guthrie. 
11  is  work  has  been  mainly  confined  to  the  trial 
and  conduct  of  cases  in  court,  and  to  this  de- 
partment of  law  he  is  extremely  partial.  He  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  rules  of  practice 
and  is  an  excellent  pleader. 

Mr.  Devercux  comes  of  a distinguished  line  of 
ancestors.  The  family  originated  in  Norway, 
and  was  identified  with  Ganger  Rolf,  or  Rollo, 
when  the  latter  conquered  Normandy.  For  ser- 
vice, they  were  given  land  at  Evereux,  Nor- 
mandy, but  left  there  with  William  the  Conqueror 
and  became  established  at  Herefordshire,  Eng- 
land, where  many  of  the  family  now  live  and 
where  the  family  were  inscribed  on  the  Honor 
Roll  of  Battle  Abbey.  The  family  name  was 
De.  Evereux  and  was  finally  changed  to  Dever- 
eux.  During  the  reign  of  King  Henry  II  a 
part  of  the  family  went  to  Ireland  and  lived  there 
until  they  came  to  America.  The  Earl  of  Essex, 
Robert  Devercux,  lost  the  earlship  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth.  Robert  Devereux,  A iscount  Here- 
ford,  is  the  present  head  of  the  family  in  Here- 
fordshire. 

John  Devereux,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was  sent  to  St. 

< )mers,  France,  to  be  educated  for  the  Catholic 
priesthood,  but  ran  away  and  became  a lieuten- 
ant in  the  English  navy.  He  had  a duel  with  a 
superior  officer  and  left  the  navy,  locating  in 
Bertie  county,  N.  C..  where  he  married  Frances 
Pollock,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Pollock,  the  last 
royal  governor  of  North  Carolina,  and  through 
her  he  acquired  a large  landed  estate.  He  built 
up  \\  ills  Forest,  his  large  summer  home  at  Ral- 
> igh.  He  died  in  1840  at  a very  old  age.  The 
Pollock  family  came  from  Scotland,  and  Gov- 
ernor Pollock's  father,  Cullen  Pollock,  estab- 
lished the  familv  in  this  country,  locating  in 
Bertie  county,  X*.  C. 

1 homas  Pollock  Devereux,  the  grandfather 
oi  our  subject,  was  born  in  Roonaroy  House, 
Bertie  county,  N.  C.,  and  became  a very  promi- 
nent lawyer.  He  was  the  official  supreme  court 
reporter  of  North  Carolina,  and  prepared  the 
I fevereux  Reports.  Succeeding  to-  the  owner- 
ship of  Wills  Forest,  he  spent  the  latter  years  of 
nis  life  there,  dying  in  1S69.  I [is  wife,  Catherine 
Johnston,  was  a granddaughter  of  Jonathan  Ed- 
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wards,  one  of  the  first  presidents  of  Yale  College, 
and  also  a granddaughter  of  Thomas  Bayard,  of 
Delaware. 

John  Devereux  was  born  in  Bertie  county, 
N.  C.,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  with 
the  degree  of  A.  M.,  being  a classmate  and 
friend  of  Chief  Justice  Waite.  He  was  a large 
planter  and  owned  Roonaroy,  with  its  thirty 
thousand  acres,  divided  in  several  plantations. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  entered  the  Confederate 
army  as  a private  in  Company  A,  Forty-third 
Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry,  and  was 
promoted  to  be  adjutant,  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain. In  a picket’s  charge  at  Gettysburg  lie  w 'as 
wounded.  He  served  through  the  Stonewall 
Jackson  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  valley, 
and  surrendered  with  General  Lee  at  Appomat- 
tox Court-House. 

The  results  of  the  war  cast  ruin  over  his  plan- 
tation and  left  it  in  a desolate  condition.  Being 
unable  to  operate  it  successfully,  he  sold  all  his 
lands  and  removed  to  Wills  Forest,  Raleigh, 
which  was  his  summer  home  until  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  He  married  Margaret 
Mordecai,  who  was  born  in  Raleigh.  Her  great- 
grandfather was  Jacob  Mordecai,  who  was  born 
in  Ghent,  Holland,  and  came  to  America  about 
1710,  settling  in  Raleigh,  where  he  was  a banker. 
Moses  Mordecai,  her  father,  who  was  born  in 
Raleigh,  A".  C.,  became  an  attorney-at-law  and 
for  many  years  served  as  president  of  the  State 
Bank  of  North  Carolina.  He  married  Margaret 
Lane,  who  came  of  a well-connected  family  of 
that  period.  Airs.  Devereux  now  resides  in  Ral- 
eigh, N.  C.,  and  is  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Annie;  Thomas  Pollock,  an  attorney- 
at-law  of  Raleigh,  who  served  in  the  Forty-third 
North  Carolina  Infantry  of  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  Civil  war;  Mrs.  Ellen  Hillsdale;  Airs. 
Catherine  Johnston  Mackey,  of  Raleigh;  Airs. 
Alargaret  Ash,  of  Wilmington.  N.  C.;  John,  our 
subject;  Laura  of  Raleigh;  and  Airs.  Alarv  Win- 
slow of  St.  Louis. 

John  Devereux  was  born  at  Wills  Forest.  Ral- 
eigh, N.  C.,  January  24,  1855,  and  attended  pri- 
vate school  until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age.  He 
then  clerked  in  a dry-goods  store  for  three 
months,  after  which  he  served  as  cashier  and 
bookkeeper  until  he  was  twenty  years  old.  He 
then  entered. upon  the  study  of  law  under  the 
direction  of  his  brother-in-law.  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  January  r,  1876.  lie  practiced  law  for 
himself  in  Raleigh  until  1844.  serving  as  division 
counsel  for  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad  from 
1882  until  1894,  when  there  was  a change  of 
management.  Deciding  to  come  west,  in  the 
spring  of  1894  he  located  in  Guthrie,  Okla.. 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  practice, 
lie  was  associated  with  Col.  Thomas  S.  Jones 
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until  January,  J ,99,  when  lie  was  appointed  as- 
sistant distriet  attorney.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  practice  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens  of  Guthrie. 

March  25,  1893,  at  Raleigh,  X.  C.,  Mr.  Dcver- 
eux  was  united  in  marriage  with  Isabel  Suther- 
land, who  was  born  in  London,  England.  Her 
great-grandfather  was  William  Sutherland,  who 
established  the  grain  business  at  London  and 
Belfast,  which  the  family  has  conducted  since. 
Her  grandfather,  John  Sutherland,  was  born  in 
Wick,  Scotland,  and  followed  the  grain  business. 
William  Sutherland,  father  of  Mrs.  Devereux, 
was  born  in  Wick,  Scotland,  and  was  a grain 
merchant  in  Waterford  and  London,  residing  in 
the  latter  city  until  his  death.  He  married  Ann 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  Limerick,  Ireland,  and 
was  a daughter  of  Rev.  Alexander  Brown,  an 
Episcopal  minister  of  Limerick.  She  died  in 
Waterford,  Ireland,  leaving  three  children:  Alex- 
ander, who  for  many  years  followed  the  grain 
trade  in  Ireland  and  England,  and  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Boston,  Mass.;  Mrs.  Annie  Crawford, 
who  lives  in  Cork,  Ireland;  and  Isabel,  the 
youngest.  Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Terri- 
t6rial  Bar  Association.  In  religious  belief  he  is 
an  Episcopalian. 


HARRY  E.  CONNELLY,  who  is  well  and 
favorably  known  in  Canadian  county,  is  a 
progressive  business  man  and  agricultur- 
ist. Within  the  past  few  years  he  has  become 
well  off  in  this  world's  goods  by  paying  strict 
attention  to  his  varied  financial  enterprises,  and 
at  the  same  time  he  meets  every  obligation  de- 
volving upon  him  as  a patriotic  citizen. 

Born  December  24,  1868,  Air.  Connelly  is  in 
the  prime  of  early  manhood.  His  birthplace  is 
in  Parke  county,  Ind.,  where  his  parents,  John 
D.  and  Mary  J.  (TenBrook)  Connelly,  were 
residents  for  a number  of  years.  His  father  was 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Annapolis  and 
Rockville  during  our  subject's  boyhood,  and  for 
a long  period  he  also  served  in  the  capacity  of 
postmaster. 

When  Harry  E.  Connelly  was  in  his  seven- 
teenth year  he  accompanied  his  family  to  Cowley 
county,  Ivans.,  where  they  located  a quarter  sec- 
tion of  land.  After  spending  about  four  years  on 
that  homestead  young  Connelly  went  to  Wichita, 
where  he  was  interested  in  the  book  business  for 
some  three  years  and  laid  the  foundations  of 
future  success  by  diligence  and  industry. 

In  1889  the  Connellys  came  to  Oklahoma,  the 
father  filing  a soldier’s  claim,  and  for  about  a 
year  our  subject  lived  at  the  new  home,  which  is 
situated  on  section  34,  township  13,  range  6.  In 
the  spring  of  1890  he  bought  for  $75  the  farm 
which  he  now  cultivates  and  which  he  has  mate- 


rially changed  for  the  better  within  the  past 
decade.  It  is  located  on  section  28,  township  13, 
range  6,  and  thus  is  not  distant  from  the  parental 
homestead.  In  the  fall  of  1899  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  N.  W.  Britt,  and  since  that  time 
has  conducted  the  business  known  as  the  Cana- 
dian county  nursery.  The  venture  has  been  a 
successful  one,  and  Mr.  Connelly  is  now  consid- 
ered an  authority  on  the  subject.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Southwestern  Nursery  Associa- 
tion and  has  been  of  material  assistance  to  his 
colleagues. 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Connelly  is  a stalwart 
Republican.  In  1896  he  was  a candidate  for  the 
office  of  township  trustee,  and  on  several  occa- 
sions he  has  been  sent  as  a delegate  to  various 
conventions  of  the  party.  At  this  writing  he  is 
serving  in  the  responsible  position  of  chairman 
of  the  township  central  committee  and  is  care- 
fully looking  after  the  interests  of  his  chosen 
party. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Connelly  and  Leona 
Bourne  was  solemnized  on  New  Year’s  day. 
1898,  at  the  home  of  her  parents,  in  Deiphos, 
Ivans.  She  is  a native  of  Calumet  county,  Wis.r 
and  was  brought  to  Cloud  county,  Ivans.,  when 
she  was  an  infant.  Her  parents,  Daniel  and 
Amelia  (Spencer)  Bourne,  are  still  living  in  Dei- 
phos, where  they  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  tiie 
inhabitants.  Mrs.  Connelly  received  a good  edu- 
cation, and  in  the  winter  of  1895-96  she  was 
employed  as  a teacher  in  this  county,  at  which 
time  she  made  the  acquaintance  of  our  subject. 
They  have  two  children,  a little  son  and  daugh- 
ter, named,  respectively,  Bessie  and  Walter. 


PROF.  JAMES  J.  DUNCAN,  the  efficient 
and  honored  superintendent  of  the  school 
for  Arapahoe  Indians,  at  Darlington,  Cana- 
dian county,  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
chosen  field  of  labor,  and  has  been  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  educators  of  the  west  for  a 
number  of  years.  Possessing  a genuine  love  for 
the  noble  work,  and  having  carefully  prepared 
himself  by  systematic  study, ' he  won  commen- 
dation from  till  concerned  when  he  first  started 
out  in  his  profession. 

A native  of  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  he  is  a son 
of  Hon.  F.  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Shaw)  Duncan,  who 
resided  upon  a farm.  In  his  boyhood  our  subject 
lived  in  the  country  and  attended  the  district 
schools.  He  was  an  apt  student,  ambitious  for  a 
wider  career  than  that  of  the  agriculturist,  and 
after  being  graduated  in  the  academe  at  Wash- 
ington, Iowa,  he  entered  Monmouth  (111.)  Col- 
lege. Tie  carried  off  the  honors  of  his  class  at 
the  academy,  and,  desiring  experience,  he  com 
menced  teaching  when  he  was  but  nineteen  years 
of  age,  and  continued  to  devote  a portion  of  his 
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time  to  this  practical  work  while  he  was  in  the 
college. 

In  1891  Prof.  Duncan  was  tendered  the  posi- 
tion of  teacher  of  agriculture  at  Knoxville 
(Tenn.)  College,  and  during  the  three  years  of 
his  connection  with  that  well-known  institution 
he  further  qualified  himself  for  his  duties  by 
taking  a course  of  training  in  the  Agricultural 
College  at  Ames,  Iowa.  While  there  lie  became 
acquainted  with  James  Wilson,  president  of  the 
experimental  station,  and  who  subsequently  be- 
came secretary  of  the  interior.  Mr.  Wilson  had 
been  a friend  and  colleague  of  the  young  man's 
father  during  the  eight  years  of  the  latter’s  ser- 
vice in  the  Iowa  house  of  representatives  and 
senate. 

For  the  past  six  years  the  professor  has  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  educating  of  the  In- 
dians, and  has  met  with  gratifying  success  in 
this  difficult  task.  For  a period  of  three  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  faculty  of  Fort  Lewis  Col- 
lege, and  thence  he  went  to  Pottawatomie, 
Kans.,  where  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  superin- 
tendent of  an  Indian  school  for  about  a year. 
Coming  to  Oklahoma  in  1897  he  was  principal 
teacher  in  the  school  at  Chilocco  for  six  months 
and  in  1898  he  accepted  the  office  which  he  has 
since  creditably  filled,  that  of  the  superintend- 
ency of  the  Arapahoe  Indian  school  at  Darling- 
ton. He  has  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
of  the  students*  who  appreciate  the  genuine  inter- 
est which  he  always  manifests  in  their  future 
success.  Larder  his  tactful,  practical  methods 
they  are  making  rapid  strides  toward  that  greatly 
desired  outcome— good  citizenship.  Feeling  the 
truth  of  the  wise  saying  that  "the  proper  study 
of  mankind  is  man”  he  has  given  his  best  talents 
to  the  solution  of  the  problem  presented  by  the 
red  race,  and  his  hopeful  views  are,  in  them- 
selves, inspirations  to  those  with  whom  he  has 
dealings. 


P S.  SEW  ARD.  To  Mr.  Seward  is  due  the 
[ # credit  of  a large  part  of  the  early  develop- 

ment of  Okarche.  lie  started  the  first 
mercantile  enterprise  there,  and  completed  the 
first  building  in  the  embryo  town.  In  this  he 
conducted  a flourishing  hardware  business  for 
three  years,  and  at  that  time  built  a larger  struc- 
ture, 25x120  feet  in  extent.  With  the  growing 
demands  of  an  increasing  population,  lie  felt 
justified  in  enlarging  his  stock,  and  added 
thereto  a complete  line  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments, also  dealing-  in  real  estate  and  farm  lands. 

Mr.  Seward  was  born  in  Grant  countv,  Kv„ 
and  is  a son  of  Oliver  Seward,  who  came  from 
an  old  Virginia  family,  and  who  was  engaged  for 
the  greater  part  of  his  business  life  in  general 
'arming.  JJe  was  much  interested  in  the  politics 
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of  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  an  all-around 
good  citizen.  His  useful  and  busy  career  was 
closed  by  death  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-eight. 
•His  wife,  nee  Louisa  Hayes,  was  born  and  edu- 
cated in  Kentucky.  Her  father,  R.  W.  Hayes, 
prominently  identified  with  the  old  Ironside  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  an  influential  character  in  the 
early  days  of  Kentucky,  died. from  milk  poison- 
ing. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seward  were  born  five 
children:  Lulu,  the  wife  of  Henry  Dennis,  of 
Missouri;  William  Johnson,  deceased;  F.  S. 
Seward,  of  Okarche,  Okla.;  P.  Z.,  of  Pavson, 
111.;  and  Oliver,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Air.  Seward  left  Kentucky  when  about  seven 
years  of  age  and  went  to  Missouri,  where  he  re- 
ceived a good  home  training  on  his  step-father’s 
farm,  and  studied  diligently  at  the  public  schools. 
The  majo'rity  of  his  education  was  acquired  in 
later  life,  through  the  medium  of  books  and  gen- 
eral observation  and  experience.  Mr.  Seward’s 
first  experience  in  the  hardware  business  was 
as  a salesman  in  1883,  in  Hurdland,  Mo.,  where 
he  remained  for  several  years.  With  the  open- 
ing of  Oklahoma  in  1889,  he  went  to  the  town  of 
Gitthric  and  was  in  a hardware  store  there  for 
three  years.  On  April  19,  1S92,  at  the  opening 
of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  reservation,  he 
came  to  this  place  and  opened  a store,  the  first 
hardware  store  in  Okarche. 

In  politics  Mr.  Seward  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  While  liv- 
ing in  Missouri,  during  Cleveland’s  first  term, 
he  was  in  the  railway  mail  service,  and  from  1888 
until  1892  he  served  as  postmaster  of  Okarche. 
He  was  married  in  1888,  in  Missouri,  to  Dora 
Cockran,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Pauline. 

Mr.  Seward  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  commu- 
nity in  which  his  lot  is  cast,  and  has  ever  shown 
an  interest  in  the  various  enterprises  for  the  up- 
building of  his  town.  He  is  a self-made  man. 
who  has  seen  and  taken  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunities that  have  come  his  way,  and  has  thus 
arrived  at  a competence  and  a standing  in  his 
locality. 

In  the  spring  of  1900  he  erected  a residence  of 
eight  rooms,  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Oklahoma,  and  equipped  with  all  mod- 
ern improvements.  Through  the  exertions  of 
'Mr.  Seward  and  F.  A.  Humphrey,  a new  bank 
has  been  organized  as  The  Merchants  and  Farm- 
ers bank,  with  a capital  stock  of  Si 0,000. 


WJ.  NEW  LAND.  The  homestead  of  tbi- 
, enterprising  citizen  of  Canadian  count v 
may  well  be  quoted  as  an  apt  illustration 
of  the  possibilities  of  ( )klahoma  agriculture.  1 1 e 
came  to  the  county  in  1801,  settled  on  section 
11,  FI  Reno  tou  iiship,  and  has  passed  through 
the  privations  of  pioneer  life  with  most  credita- 
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Die  results.  He  was  living  in  Lafayette  county. 
Mo.,  before  his  advent  in  this  region,  and  being- 
western  born  and  bred,  took  readily  to  the  free- 
dom and  ease  of  frontier  life.  He  was  born  in 
Sullivan  county,  Tenn.,  and  his  father,  F.  P. 
Xewland,  has  been  a resident  of  Seneca,  Kans., 
for  the  last  thirty  years.  His  mother,  Ellen 
(dlickam)  Xewland,  was  born  in  Scott  county, 
Ya.  She  has  had  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are 
now  alive,  and  three  are  in  Oklahoma:  \Y.  J.; 
John  CL,  of  El  Reno;  and  I.  IT,  of  Enid. 

Mr.  Xewland  was  reared  in  Edgar  county, 
111.,  and  in  Kansas.  When  he  was  sixteen  years 
old  he  went  to  Sullivan  county.  Mo.,  and  lived 
there  and  in  Harrison  county  for  some  four  years. 
Follow  ing  this,  he  removed  to  Lafayette  county, 
of  the  same  state,  where  he  became  a well  driller 
of  more  than  local  reputation.  He  put  up  wind- 
mills. dealt  in  pumps,  and  handled  everything 
that  had  to  do  with  the  water  supply  business. 
Having  mastered  the  subject,  he  was  able  to 
afford  the  state  geologists  much  valuable  infor- 
mation. His  sphere  of  operations  was  exten- 
sive, and  for  months  his  income  was  sometimes 
more  than  S400  a week.  In  1891  he  sold  out 
everything  except  one  drill  and  came  to  Okla- 
homa. Buying  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  wild  land  near  El  Reno,  he  at  once  began  to 
improve  it,  and  now  has  good  buildings  and 
wells  of  water,  an  orchard  and  a vineyard.  From 
time  to  time  he  has  added  to  his  first  investment, 
and  now  owns  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land.  He  is  working  into  stock-raising  each  year 
to  a greater  extent,  and  already  has  a herd  of 
cattle  of-  which  any  stockman  might  well  be 
proud. 

Air.  Xewland  and  Miss  Nannie  George,  a na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  were  married  in  18S4.  They 
have  three  children,  Jesse,  Edna  May  and  Ger- 
trude. They  form  a pleasant  family  group,  and 
the  Xewland  home  is  the  center  of  some  warm 
friendships. 

IRA  PACK,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Yukon 
township.  Canadian  county,  Okla.,  located 
011  a farm  in  section  34,  township  u,  range  6, 
was  born  in  Kentucky.  Xovember  1 8,  1842.  He 
is  a son  of  Cornelius  and  Xancy  ( Evans')  Pack, 
his  paternal  anccstrv  being  of  the  oi  l Yirginia 
blue-blond  stock.  His  father  was  a farmer  in 
Kentucky,  and  there  he  was  reared.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  Ira  Pack  went  into  the  Cnion 
army  and  participated  in  many  hard-fought  bat- 
tles, being  at  Bull  Run,  Winchester,  Cross  Keys, 
Cowpasture  Mountains,  Martinsburg  and  manv 
others.  1 fe  served  in  the  army  three  vears  and 
two  months  and  never  was  wounded. 

While  in  the  army,  Mr.  Pack  was  married  in 
\ irginia  to  Sarah  C.  Zimnienu.au,  a daughter 


of  John  and  Xancy  (Terry)  Zimmerman.  Her 
father,  of  German  ancestry,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  her  mother  in  Yirginia.  After 
being  mustered  out  of  the  army,  (Mr.  Pack 
farmed  in  Yirginia  one  year,  and  then  moved  t< 
Knox  county,  111.,  where  he  followed  the  same 
line  of  business  for  seven  years.  He  then  moved 
to  Texas,  and  after  farming  one  year  went  into 
the  general  merchandise  business  in  Salt  Creek 
Station.  He  followed  this  for  four  years  in  a 
very  successful  manner.  A cyclone  then  de- 
stroyed his  entire  stock  and  buildings,  parts  of 
his  buildings  being  found  six  miles  away,  and 
though  ten  people  were  in  the  house  at  the  time 
of  the  disaster,  none  was  injured.  Then  going 
to  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  the  opening  of  Oklahoma  Territorv. 
when  he  made  the  run  and  secured  the  properl  v 
hc  now  owns.  He  has  greatly  improved  the 
place  and  is  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in 
religious  faith  is  a Baptist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pack 
are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Rebecca  J.,  who 
is  the  widow  of  John  Florence,  and  has  a farm 
near  her  father's;  Mrs.  Xancy  J.  (Maxwell,  whose 
husband  has  a farm  here,  but  is  in  business  in 
the  Choctaw  Xation;  Clara  Bell,  wife  of  George 
Sparks,  a farmer  in  the  Choctaw  Xation , Ed- 
ward F.,  who  lives  in  the  Choctaw  Xation;  and 
(Mattie  L.,  who.  lives  at  home. 


WE.  McCARRICK  is  the  section  foreman 
. of  the  Rock  Island  railroad  for  the 
stretch  of  track  through  Okarche,  and 
has  served  the  company  well  for  eight  years.  He 
was  a resident  of  the  Chickasaw  Xation  before 
his  advent  in  this  country,  in  1893,  and  has  had 
an  extensive  and  varied  experience  on  the  fron- 
tier. He  was  born  in  Ontario  county,  X.  Y., 
near  Geneva. 

Patrick  McCarrick,  the  father  of  AY.  E.,  is  still 
living,  hale  and  hearty,  on  his  farm  near  Geneva, 
where  he  has  had  his  home  for  the  last  half 
century.  He  has  been  highly  successful  in  his 
chosen  pursuit,  and  is  much  respected  through- 
out the  community.  He  married  Anna  Sweenev. 
and  of  their  children,  Xancy,  the  first-born,  is 
dead;  Julia  is  a widow:  George  White  is  the  eld- 
est son:  Tames  is  a miller  at  Seneca  Castle. 
X.  Ad;  Kate  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Deets:  Frank 
is  a farmer  at  Seneca  Castle;  Sarah  is  Mrs.  John 
McGrain,  of  Geneva.  X.  Yd;  Delia  is  (Mrs.  Philip 
Flaxman:  and  Thomas,  a graduate  from  the 
Xew  York  Law  School,  is  an  attornev  at  Roch- 
ester, X.  Y. 

Mr.  McCarrick  grew  to  the  age  of  tweutv- 
1w«>  tin  the  home  place  near  Geneva,  raid  wu 
well  trained  in  the  local  schools.  In  1870  h> 
came  to  Dickinson  county,  Kans.,  and  engaged 
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in  selling  fruit  trees,  an  occupation  which  he 
followed  for  six  years.  In  1885  he  entered  the 
employment  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  as 
foreman,  with  headquarters  at  Salina,  Kans., 
and  was  there  and  at  Solomon  for  the  next  four 
Years.  In  1892  he  united  with  the  Rock  Island 
i'orees.  was  put  in  charge  of  a section  at  Siding 
\o.  1,  Chickasaw  Nation,  and  in  1803  secured 
a transfer  to  Okarche  on  account  of  the  good 
schooling  the  town  affords  his  children.  He 
took  charge  of  section  236,  and  has  continued 
here  to  the  present  time.  For  twelve  years  he 
has  followed  railroading,  and  early  won  high 
standing  as  a vigilant  and  trustworthy  official, 
lie  knows  his  business  in  every  detail,  and  his 
friends  arc  confident  that  the  day  of  promotion 
for  him  is  not  far  distant.  He  has  amassed  a 
comfortable  fortune,  and  in  a private  way  does 
a considerable  loan  business.  In  politics  lie  is 
a Democrat,  and  in  the  community  upholds  good 
government  and  progressive  methods.  In  1879 
he  was  married,  in  Abilene,  Kans.,  and  has  four 
children.  Victor,  William,  Dorris  and  Harold. 
Mr.  McCarrick  is  a member  of  the  Pawnee  Tribe 
of  Red  Men  at  Okarche,  and  is  a welcome  addi- 
tion to  fraternal  circles.  In  June,  1900,  a camp 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  was  organ- 
ized in  Okarche,  and  Mr.  McCarrick  was  hon- 
ored by  being  selected  as  its  first  venerable 
counselor.  As  a railroad  man  he  has  been  sin- 
gularly successful,  having  had  no  accidents  on 
the  road  under  his  charge  for  twelve  years,  and 
all  his  standings  in  the  records  are  first-class. 
I le  holds  numerous  recommendations  of  a flat- 
tering character  from  prominent  railroad  officials 
and  is  equally  popular  among  the  employes. 


Daniel  Morgan  lextz.  of  Guthrie. 

has  been  actively  engaged  in  business  here 
for  the  past  nine  years,  and  has  won  an 
mi  viable  reputation  as  a man  of  integritv  and 
-o  acral  reliability.  Jacob  Lentz,  grandfather  of 
'"ir  subject,  was  a native  of  Germany.  His  life 
■ dmo>t  spanned  a century,  as  he  died  when  in 
Or  ninety-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a par- 
oeqi.mt  m the  war  of  1812,  and  was  one  of  the 
piniiecrs  of  Ohio.  His  old  homestead,  situated 
■war  Dayton,  was  considered  so  beautiful  and 
' "Uvenient  to  the  city  that  a portion  of  the  place 
• n purchased  for  a site  for  the  Soldiers’  Home. 
I hr  worthy  citizen  was  a Lutheran  in  religious 
:;i,'h  and  reared  his  children  in  upright  princi- 

1 ‘11  V 

I hr  parents  of  D..  M.  Lentz  are  Louis  and 
d H'tha  (Zimmerman)  Lentz,  the  former  a resi- 
’ ' of  Peru,  Tnd.,  and  the  latter  deceased.  The 
Mur  learned  the  trade  nl  a coppersmith  and 
' ,ni  1 and  for  more  than  a decade  was  engaged 
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in  carrying' on  a hardware  business  in  Peru,  in 
which  place  he  has  dwelt  for  the  past  forty  years. 
His  wife,  who  died  when  in  her  twenty-ninth  year, 
was  a daughter  of  John  Zimmerman,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  one  of  the  earlv  settlers 
of  Greene  county,  Ohio,  and  later  removed  to 
Indiana.  He  died  near  Peru  when  in  his  sev- 
enty-third year.  Louis  Lentz  had  four  children 
by  his  first  marriage  and  two  by  his  second 
union. 

D.  M.  Lentz,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield. 
Greene  county,  Ohio.  September  16,  i860,  was 
taken  to  the  lToosier  state  when  he  was  an  in- 
fant. He  attended  the  public  schools  until  he 
was  sixteen  years  old,  and  then  devoted  his 
whole  attention  to  the  mastering'  of  the  trade  of 
carriage  painting.  He  became  an  expert  in  that 
line  and  then  acepted  a position  as  a car  painter 
in  the  shops  of  the  Indiana,  Peru  & Chicago 
railroad,  at  Peru.  He  commanded  high  wages, 
as  he  was  a skilled  workman,  and  made  a spe- 
cialty of  fine  lettering  and  ornamental  painting. 
At  length  he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  fore- 
man in  the  shops,  and  then  for  a year  occupied 
an  important  position  in  the  Pullman  Palace  Car 
Company’s  works,  near  Chicago.  Thence  he 
was  transferred  to  the  same  corporation's  shops 
in  Detroit,  and  subsequently  became  an  employe 
of  the  Gilbert  & Bush  Car  Company,  at  Troy, 
N.  Y.  As  for  some  years  preceding  this  he  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  ornamental  work  and  fine 
lettering,  it  so  happened  that  he  was  detailed  to 
decorate  the  special  car  in  which  Madame  Ade- 
lina Patti  made  her  first  tour  through  America. 
For  about  fifteen  months  lie  resided  in  New  York 
City,  being  employed  as  usual,  and  later  went  to 
St.  Louis,  and  was  similarly  occupied  there  and 
at  Topeka,  Kans.  At  the  last-named  place  he 
worked  for  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Companv. 
and  after  an  interval,  during  which  he  operated 
the  Ashland  (Kans.)  Mills,  he  returned  to  his 
former  position  with  the  Santa  Fe.  and  after- 
ward was  with  the  Union  Pacific,  in  the  com- 
pany’s shops  at  Grand  Island.  Neb. 

I11  the  summer  of  1890  Mr.  Lentz  came  to  this 
territory,  and  for  some  time  lived  in  different 
places,  but  in  the  fellowing  vear  decided  to  make 
his  permanent  home  in  Guthrie.  Here  he  Iks 
been  successfully  engaged  in  contracting,  sign 
painting  and  .decorating,  and  mnnv  of  the 
finest  residences  and  public  buildings  in  the 
city  bespeak  his  skill  ail'd  excellent  taste. 
At  his  place  of  business.  No.  113  Fast 
Oklahoma  avenue,  he  keeps  a good  selec- 
tion of  wall  paper,  paints  and  oils.  In  181,14  he 
organized  the  firm  of  Lentz  & Young.  Subse- 
quently the  firm  became  Lentz  <Sc  McMillan,  but 
he  is  now  doing  business  independent Iv.  lie 
Irescoed  and  .adorned  the  Masonic  t emple  an’ 
many  of  the  leading  places  of  business  in  the 
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city.  As  formerly,  he  makes  a specialty  of  fine 
sign  painting. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Lentz  is  a member  of  Guthrie 
Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  N A.  M.,  and  Guthrie  Valley 
Consistory,  Scottish  Rite  Masons;  Guthrie 
Lodge  No.  3.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  also  associated 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In  po- 
litical belief  lie  is  a Republican  of  firm  convic- 
tions. His  marriage  to  Miss  Amanda  Ellen, 
daughter  of  J.  J.  Kennedy,  a representative  busi- 
ness man  of  this  city,  was  solemnized  in  1891. 
The  voting  couple  have  a little  son,  Lloyd,  the 
sunshine  of  their  pleasant  home. 


WILLIAM  ALLEN  KETCHAM.  The 
month  of  August,  1893.  witnessed  the 
permanent  settlement  of  Mr.  Ketcham  on 
the  southeastern  quarter  of  section  31,  town- 
ship 18,  range  3,  Logan  county,  to  the  improve- 
ment of  which  he  has  bent  his  energies  since 
that  time.  The  result  is  a fine  farm,  with  sub- 
stantial modern  buildings,  orchards,  a flourishing 
vineyard  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  a well- 
appointed  homestead.  Industry  and  good  judg- 
ment and  the  thrifty  habits  inherited  from  a line 
of  worthy  ancestry  have  wrought  his  success. 

Reverting  to  the  progenitors  of  our  subject, 
we  find  that  he  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Louise 
Davis  Ketcham,  who  were  both  natives  of  the 
Blue  Grass  state,  where  the  father  spent  his  life 
and  died  in  1834.  The  mother  spent  her  last 
years  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  died  there 
in  1858,  and  was  buried  in  Birmingham,  that 
state.  The  paternal  grandfather  lived  in  Ken- 
tucky during  its  pioneer  days,  and  was  captured 
by  Indians.  Fortunately,  he  made  his  escape  one 
night,  and  often  regaled  the  younger  genera- 
tions with  the  thrilling  tales  of  happenings  be- 
fore and  after  the  time  of  Daniel  Boone.  The 
birthplace  of  our  subject  was  in  Shelby  county, 
l\y.,  and  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
December  2,  1825.  He  lived  in  his  native  state 
until  the  spring  of  1856,  when  he  emigrated  with 
his  family  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Appanoose  county. 
He  remained  there  on  the  farm  until  1S62,  and 
then  engaged  in  farming  near  Oskaloosa.  In 
1867  Mr.  Ketcham  took  up  his  abode  in  Decatur 
county,  Iowa,  and  followed  farming  until  his  re- 
moval to  this  section.  In  the  Hawkeye  state 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Poor  Farm  of  De- 
catur county  for  nine  years. 

Meantime.  March  17.  1852.  Mr.  Ketcham  was 
married,  in  Louisville,  Ky„  to  Miss  Lucv  Wat- 
kins, of  ( )ldham  county,  daughter  of  Tohn  and 
Luvica  (Cooper)  Watkins,  natives,  respectivelv, 
ol  South  Carolina  and  Kentuckv.  The  mother 
spent  her  last  sears  in  Kentuckv,  and  the  father 
subsequently  died  in  Iowa.  Of  their  children, 


John  W.  now  is  in  Kansas;  Mrs.  Frances  Kir,.; 
lives  in  Appanoose  county,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Harding  lives  in  Chicago,  111.;  Sarah  v,  s 
married  and  died  in  Missouri,  leaving  a famib. 
Martha  J.,  Mrs.  J.  Vaught,  is  a resident  of  \p 
panoosc  county,  Iowa;  and  Malinda,  who  us 
married  three  times,  died  in  Iowa,  leaving  a 
family. 

Of  the  three  children  born  to  our  subject  an  ! 
wife,  Collin  M.  has  been  an  agent  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  & Quincy  railroad  for  over  twentv- 
one  years.  He  married  Miss  Dell  Limbeck,  lives 
in  Iowa,  and  has  two  children  now  living,  Wil- 
liam C.  and  Collin  Edgar.  Oscar  S.  also  took 
to  railroading  and  has  been  an  agent  of  the  Chi- 
cago Great  Western,  residing  in  Malvern. 
Marshall  county,  for  a number  of  years.  He 
married Aliss  Lizzie  Smith  and  has  four  children: 
Harry,  Raymond,  Hulbert  and  Collata.  Charles 
B.  came  to  the  territory  with  his  father,  married 
Miss  Sallie  Reary  of  Kingfisher,  and  is  a resi- 
dent of  that  place.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Ruth,  Naomi  and  Edith. 

Politically,  the  sympathies  of  Mr.  Ketcham 
are  decidedly  with  the  Republican  party.  For 
that  he  cast  his  first  vote,  and  has  always  been 
a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  He  aided 
in  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Crescent,  and  with  his  worthy  help- 
meet has  uniformly  given  to  it  his  aid  and  en- 
couragement. Their  children  have  been  reared 
in  the  same  faith.  Mr.  Ketcham  joined  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  in  1854,  and  continues  in  the 
brotherhood,  being  a charter  member  of  Lodge 
No.  ir,  in  Crescent  City,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  degrees.  His  sons  follow  his  footsteps 
in  this  matter. 

After  making  his  first  purchase  of  iand,  Wil- 
liam A.  Ketcham  went  back  to  Iowa  by  team 
and  returned  here  the  same  way.  He  secured 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section 
7,  on  a mortgage,  and  subsequently  sold  it  to 
his  son,  Oscar,  who  continues  to  improve  it.  Our 
subject  also  owns  a quarter-section  of  section  7. 
and  altogether  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land. 

Calvin  Ketcham,  a brother  of  W.  A.  Ketcham, 
settled  in  Appanoose  county,  Iowa,  in  1853,  and 
•in  1863,  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  en- 
listed in  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantrv.  and 
died  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  hospital,  of 
camp  fever,  two  years  later;  John  D.,  another 
brother,  enlisted  in  an  Illinois  regiment,  and 
served  throughout  the  war,  receiving  a wound 
from  which  he  never  fully  recovered:  he  died, 
leaving  a wife  and  two  children.  Benjamin  en- 
listed at  Centreville,  Appanoose  countv,  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and.  though  his  health 
was  greatly  impaired,  is  still  living  an  I conduct- 
ing a farm  in  that  county.  Thomas,  the  eldest 
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brother,  died  in  Mississippi  in  i860,  leaving-  a 
wife  and  two  children:  Keziah,  a sister,  died 
itf  Omaha,  Xeb.,  in  1896;  Mary  M.,  Mrs:  Mitch- 
ell. is  living  in  Clark  county,  Ind.;  Eliza  J.  and 
Sarah  H.  are  deceased;  Louisa,  Mrs.  John  Mil- 
ler. is  living  in  Illinois. 


SEOES  MOXT  LAMDLIX.  a very  successful 
fanner  of  Logan  county,  is  located  on  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  13,  township 
16,  range  4 west,  his  postoffice  being  Guthrie. 
Mr.  Lamblin  was  born  in  the  department  of  High 
Seine,  France,  Xovember  11,  1851,  and  is  a son 
of  Victor  F.  and  Mary  (Simons)  Lamblin.  He 
was  less  than  two  years  old  when  his  parents 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
His  father,  who  was  a farmer,  had  spent  eight 
years  in  the  army  before  his  marriage.  After 
coming  to  this  country  he  rented  land  and 
farmed  near  Fort  Wayne  for  a few  years,  and 
when  our  subject  was  about  fifteen  years  old 
moved  to  Kankakee  county.  111.  He  purchased 
a farm  of  forty  acres  about  seven  miles  from  the 
village  of  Kankakee,  and  after  tilling  it  for  a 
period  of  seven  years  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Renton  county,  Ind..  our  subject  accompanying 
him  and  assisting  hint  in  improving  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  .bought. 
Two  years  later  he  sold  his  property  and  moved 
to  Prairie  county.  Ark.,  where  he  bought  land, 
and  he  and  his  wife  there  remained  until  death. 

Having  married  in  1877.  S.  M.  Lamblin  did 
not  accompany  his  parents  to  Arkansas,  but 
started  for  himself  in  Indiana,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  Fie  then  moved  to  Allen  county, 
Kans.,  and  improved  some  railroad  land.  His 
wife  died  in  the  spring  of  1886,  leaving  four 
children,  and  he  also  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
all  of  his  property.  However,  he  continued  to 
live  in  Kansas,  buying  and  selling  stock  until 
( )klahoma  was  opened.  He  came  to  Guthrie  on 
the  day  of  the  opening,  on  the  third  train,  and 
got  a lot  on  Xoble  street.  Fie  remained  until 
July  and  then  returned  to  Kansas  until  the  fol- 
lowing spring.  He  then  went  back  to  Logan 
county,  Okla.,  and  settled  on  his  present  home, 
which  he.  had  filed  upon  July  22.  1889.  He 
brought  his  children  and  built  a sod-house.  14x14 
feet,  in  which  he  lived  until  1900.  When  he  came 
he  possessed  only  one  yoke  of  oxen,  which  had 
been  given  him  by  friends.  In  the  fall  of  1891 
he  put  out  about  sixteen  hundred  trees  of  differ- 
ent kinds,  and  in  1892  set  out  many  more,  and  at 
the  present  time  has  four  thousand  five  hundred 
living  trees.  Lie  has  a fine  vineyard  of  five  acres 
and  about  three  acres  of  blackberries,  and  has 
been  verv  successful  since  coming  here. 

Mr.  Lamblin  was  united  in  marriage  in  Denton 


county,  Ind.,  April  19,  1877,  with  Ellen  Smith, 
a native  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  daughter  of  John 
Adam  and  Hannah  (Mongar)  Smith,  and  they 
became  parents  of  four  children:  Charles  J.,  who 
was  born  in  Denton  county,  Ind.,  is  a stationary 
engineer:  Perry  W.,  who  was  born  in  Allen 
county,  Ivans.,  is  a farmer  here;  George  llarvev 
died  August  20,  1900;  Mary  Alice  lives  at  home. 
In  politics  he  is  independent,  and  served  one 
term  in  Kansas  as  township  trustee. 


PROF.  WILLIAM  A.  JACKSON,  who  oc- 
cupies a chair  in  the  University  at  Langs- 
ton, as  superintendent  of  the  industrial 
department,  possesses  fine  ability,  and  has  uni- 
formly'improved  every  opportunity  to  advance 
himself  in  the  ranks  of  his  important  calling. 

Professor  Jackson  was  born  May  31,  1868, 
in  Monroeville,  Huron  county.  Ohio,  and  is  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Caroline  "(Williams)  Jackson. 
The  father  was  born  in  slavery  in  \ irginia,  and 
the  mother,  it  is  believed,  in  West  Virginia.  The 
mother  and  child  were  taken  to  (Missouri,  and 
the  father  ran  away  to  Ohio  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  war.  He  found  work  and  remained 
there  until  after  the  close  of  the  war.  (Meantime 
he  became  reunited  with  his  familv,  and  with, 
them  went  to  St.  Louis  county,  (Mo.,  where  he 
bought  a small  farm — fifty-seven  acres  in  extent 
— and  cultivated  the  soil  successfullv,  saving 
enough  to  purchase  a farm  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died 
when  he  was  a lad  of  eight  years,  and  is  buried 
in  St.  Louis  county.  Mo. 

William  A.  Jackson  was  a small  boy  when 
the  family  went  to  (Missouri,  and  remained  on 
the  farm  with  his  parents  until  a youth  of  eight- 
een years,  meanwhile  attending  the  district 
school.  Having  a liking  for  study,  and  there- 
fore having  improved  his  time  in  school,  he  then 
left  home  and  entered  Lincoln  Institute  at  Tef- 
f.erson  City,  Mo.,  where  he  was  a student  for 
seven  years.  (Meantime  he  held  the  position  of 
professor  pi  sciences,  and  taught  and  studied 
alternately  until  he  was  graduated,  in  1S95,  the 
only  graduate  in  the  class.  He  then  became  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  industrial  depart- 
ment of  the  institute,  which  position  he  held 
until  coming  to  Langston. 

Professor  Jackson  was  married,  in  Glasgow. 
(Mo.,  June  30,  1847.  10  Miss  Anna  J.  Watts,  whu 
was  born  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Frances  J.  Watts,  the 
former  of  whom  died  when  the  daughter  was  a 
young  girl  of  fifteen  years.  Mrs.  Jackson  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  St.  Lotus  and  ( Ilas- 
go\v.  mostly,  finishing  her  studies  in  Lincoln 
Institute.  She  began  teaching  at  the  age  of 
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twenty  in  the  country  districts,  and  thereafter  for 
six  years  taught  in  the  graded  schools  of  Glas- 
gow. The  professor  became  acquainted  with  his 
bride  during  her  attendance  at  the  Institute.  He 
is  independent  in  politics  and  in  religion  inclines 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  the  summer  of  1894  Professor  Jackson 
went  tq  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  took  a regular 
course  in  mechanics  at  the  Case  School  of  Ap- 
plied Sciences.  The  Collier  Engineering  Com- 
pany of  Scranton,  l’a.,  sent  work  to  Jefferson 
City,  Mo.,  for  the  professor  to  do,  in  theoretical 
engineering,  and  were  so  pleased  with  his  work 
that  they  recommended  him  for  the  position 
which  he  now  holds.  The  plant  of  Langston 
University  was  installed  by  Professor  Jackson, 
who  received  a certificate  as  first-class  engineer 
from  the  Collier  Egiueering  Company. 


DAVID  M.  THOMAS  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
fine  farm  consisting  of  the  northwestern 
quarter  of  section  3,  El  Reno  township, 
and  is  a good  representative  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Canadian  county.  Pie  came  to  Okla- 
homa in  the  spring  of  1889,  from  Wayne  county, 
Iowa,  bringing  with  him  the  push  and  thrift 
characteristic  of  that  great  state.  Pie  was  born 
in  Brown  county.  111.,  and  is  a thoroughly  west- 
ern man  in  all  his  thoughts  and  ideals.  His 
father,  George  Thomas,  came  from  Kentucky, 
and  settled  in  Illinois,  but  did  not  remain  there 
long,  moving  to  Iowa  in  1840,  where  he  found  a 
home  in*  Lee  county.  He  spent  his  remaining 
days  in  that  state,  and  died  in  i860.  Pie  was  a 
farmer  all  of  his  life,  and  had  much  experience 
in  the  darker  phases  of  pioneering.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Guthrie)  Thomas,  was  born  in  Indiana, 
and  became  the  mother  of  eleven  children.  'Two 
of  these  are  living  in  Oklahoma,  David  M.,  and 
his  brother,  Lemuel,  in  Payne  county. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  a child  of  two  years  when 
lus  parents  made  their  final  move  to  their  Iowa 
hone',  and  in  that  state  he  passed  his  boyhood. 
1 k attended  the  common  school,  and  was  reared 
to  a farming  life,  which  has  alwavs  seemed  pecu- 
liar!}' noble  to  him.  He  spent  several  years  in 
buving  and  shipping  grain.  Tie  was  energetic, 
and,  owning  a farm  of  four  hundred  and  fortv 
acre-,  carried  on  operations  on  a large  scale,  giv- 
ing much  attention  to  high-grade  stock  and 
blooded  horses.  He  sold  out  in  1887,  and  spent 
the  next  two  years  in  traveling  through  the  en- 
tire' Vest  irom  t olorado  to  Washington  and 
Oregon,  looking  for  a desirable  location.  He 
made  the  run  \pril  22.  1889,  into  Oklahoma, 
! r«  >m  the  ( ben  Tee  Strip  line  to  Pavne  countv. 
'■■ding  along-  the  Stillwater  river  for  twelve  miles. 
Imi  haled  to  locate  a claim.  In  the  next  Mav 
he  opened  a general  store  in  Frisco  township, 


Canadian  county,  and  gave  his  personal  atten 
tion  to  it  for  about  a year.  Plis  was  the  first  fam- 
ily to  enter  that  town.  Buying  his  present  home 
May  13,  1890,  he  immediately  began  its  improve- 
ment. He  engaged  in  a wise  system  of  general 
farming,  and  now  has  one  hundred  and  tweak 
acres  under  cultivation,  with  good  orchard  and 
vineyard.  Last  year  he  put  in  a hundred  acres 
of  wheat,  and  has  much  success  with  his  corn. 
Pie  sent  selections  to  Omaha  in  1898  for  exhibi- 
tion. He  has  choice  Shorthorn  cattiet  and  re- 
cently sunk  three  wells  in  order  that  they  may 
have  abundant  water.  A successful  business 
man,  he  owns  two  lots  and  a house  in  El  Reno, 
in  addition  to  his  farm. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  a Democrat,  and  when  he  was 
in  Iowa  held  the  office  of  township  clerk  for  four 
years.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  school  board  for 
fourteen  years,  and  postmaster  for  two  terms  at 
Harvard.  In  1879  he  laid  out  a small  town  on 
his  laud,  which  was  first  called  Grainville,  and 
later  Harvard,  and  he  was  its  first  postmaster. 
Since  coming  to  Oklahoma  he  has  taken  a keen 
interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  has  served  on 
the  school  board  for  six  years,  part  of  that  time, 
being  treasurer  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Thomas  has  an  enviable  record  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  great  war  for  the  Union.  He  enlisted 
in  1862,  in  Company  F,  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  served  three  years,  princi- 
pally in  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps.  He  took 
part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  Red  River 
expedition  and  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post.  In 
1863,  while  digging  a rifle  pit  before  Fort  Mor- 
gan, in  Alabama,  he  was  knocked  down  by  a 
cannon  ball  passing  over  his  head.  Pic  had 
many  close  calls,  but  "lives  to  laugh  at  war's 
alarms.”  Pie  belongs  to  Reno  Post  No.  13,  G. 
A.  R.,  and  was  its  commander  in  1899.  Mr. 
Thomas  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Entsminger 
in  1889.  She  also  was  from  Iowa,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Merritt. 


PHILIP  T.  GERLACH  is  an  industrious  and 
successful  farmer,  whose  home  is  on  ruc- 
tion 24,  El  Reno  township,  Canadian 
county,  and  who  has  taken  a leading  position, 
among' the  tillers  of  the  soil  since  his  arrival  here 
in  1891.  lie  came  from  Marion  county,  Ivans., 
and  was  thoroughly  familiar  by  long  experience 
with  all  possible  phases  of  pioneer  life.  He  was 
born  in  Germany,  in  1S46,  and  was  reared  a 
farmer,  but  learned  the  stonemason’s  trade.  He 
served  four  years  in  the  army,  and  actively  par- 
ticipated in  the  Franco-German  war  of  1870-71. 

In  1880  our  subject  came  to  this  country  with 
his  family,  and  settled  in  Marion  county.  Kane 
where  he  followed  farming  on  rented  land  until 
189k  That  year  he  came  to  Oklahoma  and 
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bought  a half-section  of  land  in  El  Reno  town- 
ship. He  has  made  substantial  improvements, 
tarries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
and  has  brought  his  land  to  a high  pitch  of  fer- 
tility. It  is  generally  pronounced  one  of  the 
best  and  most  attractive  farms  in  the  county, 
lie  has  been  equally  successful  as  a farmer  and 
a stock  raiser  and  dealer.  He  keeps  a high  grade 
of  cattle  and  horses  and  is  recognized  as  an  au- 
thority in  ail  matters  that  relate  to  Oklahoma 
stock  and  farming. 

Mr.  Gerlach  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  El  Reno,  and  is  quite  active  in  its  be- 
half. He  was  married  in  Germany  to  Caroline 
I Include,  a native-born  German.  They  have  no 
children,  but  adopted  a son  who  has  been  with 
them  since  a boy.  He  bears  their  name,  and 
hardly  realizes  that  he  is  not  of  their  blood.  He 
is  known  as  Albert  Gerlach,  and  his  home  is  in 
El  Reno. 


JOSEPH  G.  STREET,  hi.  D.  Among  the 
J leading  business  men  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zens of  Oklahoma  Dr.  Street  unquestionably 
ranks.  He  is  a representative  of  a sterling'  south- 
ern family,  originally  from  England.  His  paternal 
grandfather  emigrated  from  Virginia  or  North 
Carolina  to  Tennessee,  and  our  subject  and  his 
father,  Hon.  John  T.  Street,  were  both  born  at 
Chapel  Hill,  that  state.  The  father,  who  was  a 
merchant,  resided  upon  a plantation  on  which 
tierce  battles  were  waged  during  the  Civil  war. 
For  several  years  he  presided  over  the  courts 
of  his  county,  and  was  further  honored  by  being 
chosen  to  represent  his' district  in  the  Tennessee 
legislature.  Subsequent  to  the  war  he  removed 
to  Texas,  and.  for  a number  of  terms  officiated 
as  mayor  of  Grosbeck,  that  state.  He  stood  high 
as  a business  man,  and  was  greatly  esteemed 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  where  he  was  a Mas- 
ter Mason.  He  also  took  an  important  part  in 
t lie  work  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
1 Lurch  and  for  years  was  an  elder.  He  died  at 
his  home  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  in  January,  1890.  when 
1 :giity  years  old.  Ills  wife,  who  also  died  in 
the  Lone  Star  state,  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Lucinda  1).  Riggs.  She  was  born  in  Tennessee 
and  at  an  early  age  was  bereft  of  her  parents. 

( >f  her  eight  children,  five  grew  to  maturity,  but 
"lily  two  are  now  living.  Mrs.  R.  1 1.  Wade,  our 
•m.j vet’s  sister,  is  a resident  of  Oak  Cliff.  Tex. 

I he  birth  of  Dr.  Joseph  <1.  Street  occurred  at 
1 Impel  IT  ill.  Term.,  March  8,  1847,  and  his  bov- 

1 was  passed  on  a farm.  In  the  spring  of 

1 ,V| >4  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-first  Tennessee 
1 avasry,  and  through  the  'campaigns  at  Mur- 
■ Ov-boro,  in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  saw 
! ;>rd  service  under  General  Forrest,  taking  part 


in  the  battles  of  Springfield,  Franklin  and  other 
important  engagements.  After  the  war  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  in  Nashville,  and 
was  graduated  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  College 
in  1867.  1'or  the  ensuing  six  years  he  was  act- 
ively engaged  in  practice  in  Petersburg,  Tcnn., 
after  which  he  was  located  in  Nashville  three 
years.  In  1876  he  settled  in  Mexia,  Tex.,  where 
he  was  very  successfully  occupied  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  surgery  six  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  embarked  in  outside  enterprises, 
and  had  owned  and  carried  on  two  drug  stores 
and  a furniture  establishment.  In  1885  he  re- 
moved to  Dallas,  Tex.,,  where  he  conducted  a 
flourishing  furniture  business  until  the  15th  of 
December,  1891,  when  he  came  to  Oklahoma 
City.  Arriving  here,  he  purchased  the  business 
of  J.  B.  Bank,  and  since  that  date  has  been  carry- 
ing on  a furniture  and  undertaker’s  establish- 
ment. In  1893  he  built  a substantial  block, 
25x75  feet  in  dimensions,  and  also  erected  a 
warehouse,  25x40  feet,  one  story  high.  He  car- 
ries a well-selected  stock  of  furniture  and  carpets 
and  everything  essential  in  the  undertaker’s  line. 
Branching  out,  he  built  stores  at  Shawnee  and 
Stroud,  but  later  disposed  of  his  business  in  those 
towns.  His  present  place  of  business  is  at  Nos. 
214-216  W.Main  street, Oklahoma  City, where  he 
built  a substantial  and  valuable  three-story  block 
in  1900.  He  also  owns  several  valuable?  city  res- 
idences and  other  property. 

Before  leaving  Lincoln  county,  Term.,  Dr. 
Street  married  Ida,  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Hall, 
a graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
During  the  Civil  war  the  last-named  served  as  a 
surgeon,  and  at  present  is  engaged  in  practice  in 
Fayetteville,  Term.  The  eldest  child  of  Dr. 
Street  and  wife,  Gertrude,  graduated  in  Ward’s 
Seminary,  at  Nashville,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
IToracc  Wilson,  of  this  city.  Hall  P.,  tire  eldest 
son,  was  graduated  in  the  city  high  school,  later 
attended  the  University  of  Chicago,  and  then  was 
graduated  in  tire  Chicago  College  of  Embalmers. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  manufacturing  enterprises 
and  is  agent  for  brokers  in  Oklahoma  Citv.  Both 
himself  and  his  father  are  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Embalmers  and  the  latter 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Territorial  Embalm- 
ers’ Association,  and  was  its  first  president.  Jo- 
seph G.,  Jr.,  and  Allen  are  students  in  the  local 
schools. 

Fraternally,  Dr.  Street  is  a Mason,  a member 
of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Citv  Club 
and  of  Camp  Hammond  No.  14,  Confederate 
Veterans’  Association.  He  is  a Democrat  of  the 
Jeffersonian  school,  though  he  is  in  favor  of  pro- 
tection and  expansion.  He  is  a trustee  and 
active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
uses  his  means  and  influence  on  behalf  of  all 
worthy  enterprises.  He  served  as  citv  treasurer 
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one  term,  and  faithfully  discharged  every  duty 
devolving  upon  him. 


GEORGE  W.  SLOAN  has  many  causes  for 
gratitude  in  this  world,  not  the  least  of 
these  being  the  fact  that  he  has  one  of  the 
best  homes,  and  the  brightest,  most  interesting 
families  in  the  territory.  These,  added  to  his 
general  success  as  an  agriculturist,  and  his  prom- 
inence in  the  community  as  an  enterprising  and 
influential  man,  would  seem  to  indicate  many 
estimable  traits  of  character.  That  the  scenes 
among  which  his  lot  has  been  cast  have  ever 
been  replete  with  interest  and  diversity  is  ac- 
countable in  a large  measure  for  his  progressive 
ideas  and  advanced  methods  of  conducting  his 
various  enterprises. 

The  ancestors,  also,  of  the  Sloan  family  are 
entitled  to  mention,  having  in  divers  ways  con- 
tributed to  the  progress  and  achievement  of  the 
localities  in  which  they  have  lived.  The  parents, 
A.  G.  and  Sereptia.  were  natives,  respectively, 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  A.  G..  Sloan  was  a 
typical  harclv  pioneer  of  the  progressive,  indus- 
trious kind,  who  hewed  his  way  through  all  man- 
ner of  difficulties,  and  was  rewarded  with  suc- 
cess in  the  end.  The  father  and  mother  went  at 
a very  early  period  to  Indiana.  Later,  with  his 
brother  and  sister-in-law,  he  removed  to  Mis- 
souri, the  journey  being  anything  but  a com- 
fortable one,  and  accomplished  with  but  one 
wagon  and  a pair  of  horses.  The  wagon  was 
utilized  to  convey  the  bedding  and  immediate 
household  necessities,  the  men  walking  most  of 
the  way.  and  the  women  varying  their  walking 
by  occasional  rides  on  the  backs  of  the  horses. 
Their  destination  proved  to  be  what  was  then 
Van  Buren  county.  Mo.,  but  which  is  now  Cass 
county,  and  there,  on  the  banks  of  a stream, 
these  wanderers  started  a whip-saw  to  saw  lum- 
ber. In  order  to  get  enough  money  to  start 
housekeeping,  they  sawed  lumber  for  twenty-five 
cents  a hundred.  Mr.  Sloan  then  took  up  a claim 
upon  the  ground  where  Kansas  Citv  now  stands, 
and  later  a claim  on  Big  Creek,  where  Pleasant 
II  ill  is  located.  Later  on  he  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  one  thousand  acres  on  Grand  river, 
which  he  retained  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  portioned  it  off  to  his  children,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  that  he  sold,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  which  he  retained  for  himself. 
The  latter  part  of  his  industrious  life  was  spent 
at  Paola,  Kaus.,  where  he  died  in  i8qt. 

Twice  married.  A.  G.  Sloan  was  the  father  of 
nineteen  children.  By  his  first  wife,  Bctscv 
Staniford,  he  had  seven  children.  < )f  the  second 
marriage  twelve  children  were  born,  eight  of 
whom  reached  maluritv,  namclv:  Mrs,  Eliza- 


beth Milton;  Mrs.  Jennie  Dale;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Rebecca  Sloan,  who  married  a cousin;  Alfred 
O.,  deceased;  George  W.,  the  subject  of  this 
article;  Mrs.  Mollie  Adams,  Mrs.  Katie  Tribbv 
and  Mrs.  Anna  Burrell.  Of  these,  Alfred  ( ). 
died  in  'Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  of  blood  poisoning 
from  the  effects  of  a piece  of  a hatpin,  which  re- 
mained imbedded  in  his  thigh.  He  was  wounded 
with  the  pin  December  25,  1890,  and  died  on  the 
last  day  of  that  year. 

The  youth  of  George  W.  Sloan  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  influences  usually  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  lives  of  striving  farmers’  sons,  lie 
studied  at  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  as 
occasion  offered,  and  diligently  mastered  all  of 
the  details  of  farm  work.  January  15,  1875,  I'e 
took  as  a wife  and  helpmate  Miss  Nora  Miner, 
a daughter  of  Almon  and  Harriet  Taft  Miner, 
of  Gentry  county.  Airs.  Harriet  Miner  proved 
her  worthiness  to  be  the  wife  of  a struggling 
pioneer  and  when  her  husband  enlisted  for  the 
war  in  Gentry  county,  she  accompanied  him  to 
the  scene  of  hostilities,  and  for  three  years  served 
her  country  in  caring  for  the  wounded  and  cook- 
ing for  the  well.  Mr.  Miner’s  experiences  dur- 
ing the  war  were  not  wanting  in  interest.  At 
Gettysburg,  where  he  was  color-bearer,  his  horse 
was  shot  from  beneath  him,  and  a ball  grazed  his 
nose  and  knocked  the  tlag  out  of  his  hand.  He 
also  fought  at  Warrensburg  and  at  Stone  River. 

In  1883  G.  W.  Sloan  went  to  Sumner  county, 
where  he  remained  until  the  opening  of  the  ter- 
ritory. With  a host  of  other  similarly  expectant 
home-seekers,  he  made  the  run  on  the  famous 
22nd  of  April,  1889,  and  on  the  24th  bought  off 
a man  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
township  17,  range  3 west,  Logan  countv.  Start- 
ing with  no  improvements,  he  put  up  the  first 
plastered  house  in  this  part -of  the  territory,  then 
known  as  the  Big  White  House.  In  other  re- 
spects, as  well,  the  farm  is  a credit  to  its  owner 
and  to  the  locality  in  which  it  is  situated.  He  is 
especially  proud  of  his  orchard,  which  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  best  in  the  territorv.  Fra- 
ternally, Air.  Sloan  is  associated  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  Xo.  10,  at  Crescent  City,  and  ha- 
passed  all  of  the  chairs;  he  is  also  a member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  of  Crescent 
City.  Airs.  Sloan  is  an  ardent  worker  in  the 
Christian  Church,  and  is  considered  a genial 
acquisition  to  the  social  and  industrial  life  of  the 
township.  She  is  a member  of  the  Rebecca 
Lodge  and  has  filled  all  the  offices.  The  other 
members  of  this  harmonious  familv  are:  Ida 

Anna,  the  wife  of  George  W.  McCammon.  and 
the  mother  of  one  child,  Mabel,  all  living  in  Cres- 
cent township;  Alary  E.,  a capable  teacher,  now 
in  charge  of  a school  in  Crescent  Citv.  and.  with 
the  other  children,  Alice  V..  Bessie  L.,  and  Al- 
fred A.,  she  is  living  at  home. 
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AXIEL  JONES.  As  lie  was  the  propri- 
etor of  a ranch  on  which  the  town  of  Dover 
now  stands,  fully  a quarter  of  a century  ago, 
Daniel  Jones  may  well  be  entitled  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  this  region,  and,  in  fact,  he  spent  many 
years  prior  to  1875  on  the  frontier,  becoming 
thoroughly  familiar  with  western  life  in  all  of  its 
pluses,  lie  possesses  the  enterprise  and  energy 
of  the  true  frontiersman,  and,  being  a natural 
leader,  has  been  chosen  to  occupy  numerous  pub- 
lic positions  in  the  past,  at  present  serving  as 
deputy  United  States  marshal  in  Kingfisher 
county,  Okla. 

A son  of  Endsley  and  Lydia  (Wright)  Jones, 
members  of  the  Society  of  Eriends,  Daniel  Jones 
was  born  near  Winchester,  Randolph  county. 
I ml.,  in  1845.  His  father,  who  was  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  died  while  making  a visit  in 
Dover  in  1894,  when  he  was  in  his  eighty-second 
year.  His  widow,  now  living  in  Iola,  Ivans.,  has 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Reared  upon  the  parental  homestead  in  the 
Hoosier  state,  Daniel  Jones  acquired  a liberal 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  local  sem- 
inary. He  delighted  in  hunting,  and  at  an  early 
age  determined  to  see  something  of  the  great 
west.  Making  a memorable  trip  along  the  Ohio. 
.Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers,  he  finally  settled 
near  Wellington,  Ivans.,  where  he  bought  and 
proved  up  a claim.  He  was  one  of  the  first  town 
marshals  and  trustees  of  Wellington  township, 
and  was  an  early  deputy  sheriff  of  Sumner 
county,  Ivans.  In  1873  he  again  commenced  his 
travels  in  the  west  and  southwest,  and  as  his 
uncle,  Hiram  Jones,  was  then  agent  to  the  Qua- 
paw  and  Seneca  Indians,  he  spent  some  time  in 
that  vicinity.  In  1875  he  bought  the  Traders’ 
Ranch,  owned  by  Lee  and  Reynolds,  and 
changed  the  name  to  Red  Fork  Ranch.  Here 
supplies  of  all  kinds  were  kept  for  sale  to  the 
cattlemen,  freighters  and  Indians.  This  ranch 
occupied  the  present  site  of  Dover  and  was  on 
the  old  Chisholm  trail.  It  was  operated  bv  Mr. 
Jones  for  five  years,  and,  as  it  was  situated,  on 
the  old  stage  line,  a relay  of  horses  was  also 
kept. 

In  1879  Air.  Jones  located  in  Caldwell.  Ivans., 
where  he  remained  for  three,  years,  in  the  mean- 
time holding  the  offices  of  town  marshal  and 
deputy  sheriff.  Then,  returning  to  this  territory 
which  always  has  had  great  attractions  for  him, 
he  became  the  owner  of  Post  Oak  Grove  Ranch, 
"it  Preacher  creek,  and  turned  his  attention  to 
the  cattle  business.  Again,  however,  he  went 
back  to  Caldwell,  and  there  was  connected  with 
the  real  estate  and  loan  business  until  Oklahoma 
was  opened  to  settlement.  Filing"  a claim  in  sec- 
tion 14,  Cimarron  township,  Kingfisher  countv, 
he  established  stage  stations  on  ranches  at  va- 
rious points,  in  (lie  interests  of  the  Rock  Island 
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Railroad  and  spent  eight  years  in  these  enter- 
prises. Since  1897  de  has  made  his  home  in 
Dover,  and  for  a period  carried  on  a livery  busi- 
ness here.  In  1S90  he  was  appointed  bv  Gov- 
ernor Steele  as  a census  enumerator,  and  at 
present  is  serving  as  deputy  L'nited  States  mar- 
shal, under  II.  C.  Thompson.  Alwavs  an  active 
Republican,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Kingfisher 
county  central  committee  during  the  presiden- 
tial campaign  of  1896.  Usually  he  is  sent  as  a 
delegate  to  all  county  and  territorial  conven- 
tions, being  considered  one  of  our  representative 
citizens  and  an  able  exponent  of  progress. 

In  1879  Hr-  Jones  married  Miss  Jennie  Mc- 
Donald. of  Peoria,  111.  Two  sons  were  born  to 
them,  namely:  E.  D.  and  Benjamin  M.  (Mrs. 
Jones  departed  this  life  August  10,  1894,  and  her 
mortal  -remains  were  placed  in  the  Dover  cem- 
etery. 


OJ.  FLEMING.  The  ancestry  of  the  Fletn- 
. ing  family  is  Scotch,  and  the  first  mem- 
bers to  emigrate  to  America  settled  in 
A irginia,  and  thence  went  to  Pennsvlvania.  and 
then  to  Kentucky,  where  thev  were  among  the 
very  early  settlers.  They  were  people  of  promi- 
nence in  their  respective  lines  of  occupation,  and 
were  firm  adherents  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  great-grandfather  Fleming  was  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died  at  a com- 
paratively early  age.  His  son,  the  grandfather 
of  O.  J.,  was  a merchant,  and  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812. 

A native  of  Fredericktown.  Mo.,  O.  T.  Fleming 
was  born  September  25,  7 854.  His  father.  A.  A. 
Fleming,  was  a medical  practitioner,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  Lexington  (Kv.')  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Phila- 
delphia. He  worked  up  an  extensive  practice 
in  Fredericktown,  Madison  countv.  Mo.,  and 
during  the  war  served  as  surgeon  of  a Missouri 
regiment.  After  the  war  he  retired  from  active 
participation  in  the  affairs  of  business,  and  lived 
upon  his  farm  in  Xetawaka,  Jackson  countv, 
Kans..  where  he  became  a large  land-owner. 
He  is  now  living  in  Effingham,  111.,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  UP 
wife,  Airs.  Ellen  (\\  irt)  Fleming,  was  born  in 
Lexington,  Kv.,  her  parents  having  come  from 
New  York,  where  they  were  members  of  an  old 
family.  Her  mother,  who  died  in  1882.  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  fix- 
ing, five  sons  and  one  daughter.  Two  of  the 
sons  are  in  Kentucky,  one  in  Kansas.  and  one 
in  \\  isconsin. 

Air.  Fleming  was  reared  in  Alissouri  until 
1877,  when  he  went  to  Xetawaka.  Ik-  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Fredericktown. 
and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1870. 
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He  then  entered  the  state  university  at  Columbia, 
Mo.,  and  remained  until  the  junior  year.  In 
1872  he  changed  his  location  to  Boulder,  Colo., 
and  engaged  in  clerking  there  for  four  years. 
Then,  returning  to  Missouri,  in  1877  he  moved 
to  Netawaka,  and  interested  himself  in  general 
farming  for  two  years.  Following  this  venture, 
he  entered  upon  a general  merchandise  business, 
which  was  continued  until  1S86.  While  in  Neta- 
waka he  attained  considerable  political  promi- 
nence, and  served  as  city  treasurer.  In  18S6  Mr. 
Fleming  took  up  his  residence  in  Kansas  City, 
and  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  until 
1891,  when  he  went  to  Ilorton,  Brown  county, 
and  continued  in  the  merchandise  business  until 
1893. 

On  September  16,  1893,  Mr.  Fleming  made 
the  run  to  this  territory,  and  located  on  a school 
section,  which  he  afterwards  sold.  Then  coming 
to  Enid,  he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of 
land  law,  having  been  licensed  before  the  inte- 
rior department  while  living  in  Kansas.  The 
Bank  of  Enid  was  incorporated  and  opened  in 
1893,  and  in  1S94  Mr.  Fleming  bought  it,  and 
continued  the  business,  himself  serving  as  cash- 
ier and  manager,  the  president  being  W.  \Y. 
Letson,  of  Horton,  Kans.  January  1,  1900,  Mr. 
Fleming  was  elected  president;  W.  W.  Letson, 
vice-president,  and  F.  H.  Letson,  cashier.  The 
oldest  bank  in  Enid,  a general  banking  business 
is  carried  on.  To  those  familiar  with  banking 
enterprises,  it  is  thought  to  have  a remarkable 
showing,  having  been  started  with  a capital  of 
$5,000,  which  is  still  maintained,  and  there  is 
a surplus  of  $38,000.  It  started  with  $9,000  de- 
posits, and  there  is  now  $100,000.  He  is  one  of 
the  incorporators  and  directors  of  the  Blackwell 
& Enid  Southwestern,  and  his  bank  is  the  de- 
pository for  the  road.  He  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal promoters  of  the  Enid  & Arkansas  City 
Railroad  Company,  and  in  the  fight  between 
that  company  and  the  Rock  Island  Railroad 
Company,  Mr.  Fleming  was  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  furnish  the  money  for  the  contest 
at  Washington,  in  getting  congress  to  pass  a law 
compelling  the  Rock  Island  road  to  stop  all 
their  trains  at  Enid,  and  build  depots  to  accom- 
modate their  patrons. 

In  Netawaka,  Kans.,  Mr.  Fleming  was  mar- 
ried to  Ella  Letson,  who  was  born  in  the  state, 
and  is  a daughter  of  W.  W.  Letson,  a native  of 
South  Carolina.  Her  mother,  formerlv  Annie 
Terrill,  was  born  in  Ohio.  The  Terrill  family 
is  an  old  and  respected  one  in  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Letson  came  to  St.  Joseph  in  1857.  and  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  express  company  as  express 
messenger  between  St.  Joseph  and  Denver. 
Later  he  went  into  the  general  merchandise 
business  in  Nemaha,  then  in  Netawaka.  and  later 
in  Ilorton,  where  lie  became  a large  land-owner. 


Mrs.  Fleming  is  a graduate  of  Mrs.  Monroe’s  In- 
stitute, at  Atchison,  Kans.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fleming  have  been  born  two  children,  Blossom 
and  Edwin.  Mr.  Fleming  is  a member  of  the 
Territorial  Bankers’  Association.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat.  He  was  made  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  at  Netawaka.  and  is  a member 
of  Lodge  No.  19,  at  Enid.  He  served  for  two 
years  as  a school  trustee,  and  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  Presbyterian  Church  ever  since 
he  came  to  the  town.  He  is  a progressive  and 
enterprising  citizen,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the 
substantial  and  reliable  men  of  his  localitv. 


ALBERT  L.  COCK  RUM,  cashier  of  the  Far- 
mers’ Bank  of  Orlando,  stands  prominent 
among  the  substantial  business  men  of  the 
place,  and  has  made  for  himself  a good  record  in 
all  of  the  relations  of  life.  He  is  essentiallv  a 
product  of  the  west,  having  been  born  in  Knox 
county,  Mo.,  November  14,  1861.  His  parents 
were  Bryant  J.  and  Anna  (Bright)  Cockrum,  and 
the  father  is  a merchant  of  Hurdland,  Mo. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Cockrum  were  spent 
mostly  in  the  county  of  his  birth.  At  Novelty, 
Mo.,  he  attended  the  common  school  and  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1883,  carrying 
off  the  honors  of  his  class.  Soon  afterward  he 
commenced  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  was  given  the  principalsifip  of 
the  high  school  there,  which  post  he  occupied 
two  years.  He  then  tried  the  experiment  of 
traveling  as  a salesman  for  the  Minneapolis  Har- 
vesting Company.  In  1889  he  niade  his  wav  to 
this  territory  and  located  on  a tract  of  land  four 
miles  west  of  the  young  town  of  Guthrie.  Not 
long  afterward  he  sold  this,  and  with  the  pro- 
ceeds opened  a mercantile  business  in  Orlando, 
establishing  the  first  hardware  store  in  the  place. 
For  two  months  he  housed  his  goods  in  a tent, 
and  in  due  time  put  up  a frame  building,  18x40 
feet,  for  store  and  residence.  He  prospered,  and 
eighteen  months  later  put  up  another  frame 
building,  25x90  feet.  In  1898  lie  also  embarked 
in  the  lumber  business,  and  had  the  second  yard 
started  in  the  place.  Fie  sold  out  his  lumber  in- 
terests in  September,  1899,  and  the  hardware 
business  in  February,  1900,  in  the  meantime 
having  established  the  bank  as  owner  of  about 
three-fourths  of  the  stock. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was,  in  her  girlhood 
days,  Miss  Etta  Bisehoff.  of  Edina,  Mu.,  where 
their  marriage  took  place  in  October,  1887.  Mrs. 
Cockrum  was  born  in  Quincy.  111.,  but  was  edu- 
cated in  Edina.  Mo.  Of  this  union  there  are 
three  children — Harry  IL,  born  April  22,  1880. 
the  day  the  father  made  the  run  in  < Oklahoma 
for  his  land;  Lee  B.  and  Arthur  B. 

Mr.  Cockrum  was  born  and  bred  a Democrat, 
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and  was  one  of  twenty-two  candidates  for  nomi- 
nation before  the  convention  for  register  of  deeds 
in  Logan  county.  Though  fairly  entitled  to  the 
nomination,  he  was  counted  out.  He  has  served 
on  the  township  and  county  central  committee 
and  at  the  present  time  is  secretary  of  the  latter. 
Socially  lie  is  a charter  member  of  Orlando 
Lodge  No.  40,  A.  F.  & A.  M..  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
of  Orlando,  a member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  a member  of  the  encamp- 
ment, Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  at  Perry. 

Our  subject  has  two  farms  in  Payne  county, 
Okla.,  seven  miles  from  Orlando,  both  well  im- 
proved. In  the  town  he  has  a residence  and  half 
a lot  and  a store  business  building.  He  also  has 
a store  building  in  Billings,  Noble  county,  Okla. 


JOHN  A.  BUCKLES.  The  Buckles  family 
originated  in  England,  and  the  first  mem- 
bers to  come  to  America  located  in  Mary- 
land, where  they  became  large  land-owners  and 
planters.  The  great-grandfather,  James,  was 
born  in  Maryland,  and  later  became  a planter  in 
Virginia.  His  son,  the  grandfather  of  John  A., 
located  on  a farm  near  Piqua,  Ohio,  in  1798. 
On  this  farm,  so  long  in  the  family,  was  born 
George  Buckles,  the  father  of  John  A.,  who  in 
later  life  became  prominent  as  a contractor,  and 
built  more  turnpikes  than  any  other  man  in 
Ohio.  Pie  was  famed  for  the  excellence  and 
substantiality  of  his  work,  and  died  December 
2,  1899.  He  served  with  courage  and  fidelity  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  a member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  In  politics  he  was  a be- 
liever in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
His  wife,  formerly  Mehitable  Lloyd,  came  of  a 
distinguished  Welsh  family,  and  is  a daughter 
of  John  Lloyd,  a native  of  Kentucky,  who  early 
settled  in  Ohio,  probably  about  1S02,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Miami  county.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  one  of  the 
musicians  on  Commodore  Perry’s  flagship  in  the 
victory  on  Lake  Erie  September  15,  1813.  He 
'lied  at  the  age  of  ninety-six.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather, Capt.  David  Lloyd,  received  his 
commission  under  Washington  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  During  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  he  lived  in  Maryland  and  was  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade.  Two  of  the  Lloyd  family  were 
colonial  governors  of  Maryland.  Mrs.  Buckles 
is  still  living  and  at  the  present  time  is  seventy- 
one  years  of  age.  Her  five  children  arc:  John  A.; 
James  PL,  who  is  assistant  postmaster  at  Enid; 
Maggie,  now  Mrs.  W.  PI.  Hoover,  of  North 
I Dakota;  Ada  and  Ida. 

John  A.  Buckles  was  born  Mav  2 2,  i860,  and 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  Pic  studied  dili- 
gently at  the  public  schools  and  in  the  high 


school  at  Piqua,  Ohio,  subsequently  going  to 
the  Agricultural  College  at  Columbus.  In  18S4 
he  decided  that  the  West  held  greater  possibili- 
ties, and,  with  the  hope  of  bettering  his  condi- 
tion, settled  in  Grant  county,  Kans.,  near 
Ulyssus,  and  went  into  the  cattle  business  on 
quite  an  extended  scale,  the  buying  and  selling 
of  cattle  taking  him  into  Texas  and  over  a.  large 
part  of  the  West.  September  16,  1893,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Cherokee  outlet,  he  came  to  Enid, 
and  in  1894  purchased  the  Enid  “Eagle,”  which 
he  managed  until  1899,  when  it  was  sold.  It  is 
now  called  the  “Sun  Eagle."  This  enterprise 
was  attended  by  gratifying  results,  Mr.  Buckles 
proving  himself  an  admirable  newspaper  man, 
and  his  paper  filling  the  requirements  of  a mod- 
ern, up-to-date  periodical. 

November  1,  1897,  Mr.  Buckles  was  appointed 
postmaster  by  President  McKinley,  and  took  the 
oath  of  office.  In  July,  1900,  was  begun  a free 
delivery  service,  which  he  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  instituting,  as  well  as  several  reforms 
of  like  interest  and  benefit.  In  1S96  Mr.  Buckles 
was  elected  delegate  to  the  National  Republican 
Convention  at  St.  Louis  that  nominated  President 
McKinley,  and  afterward  was  a member  of  the 
notification  committee  that  proceeded  to  Canton 
to  inform  the  president  of  his  nomination.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Buckles  is  associated  with  the  h la- 
sonic  order  and  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  Unite  1 
Workmen.  He  was  married  September  5,  rqoo, 
to  Mary  A.  Hunter,  of  Piqua,  Ohio. 


AH.  BEAM  deals  in  real  estate,  loans 
t money,  writes  insurance,  and  is  an  all- 
around  business  man  of  Okarche.  with  a 
wide  acquaintance  and  a reputation  as  a square- 
dealing,  upright  business  man.  He  has  been  in 
this  city  since  1893.  and  was  closely  identified 
with  the  experiences  of  early  days  here. 

Mr.  Beam  was  born  in  Huron  countv,  OhU. 
in  the  town  of  Sherman,  where  his  father  had 
settled  when  he  left  New  York.  The  father  was 
a farmer  and  died  when  his  son  was  oniv  a war 
old.  Five  years  later  the  widowed  wife  and 
mother  moved  to  Michigan,  where  the  subject  oj 
this  article  grew  to  manhood,  attending  school 
at  Lowell  and  college  at  Hillsdale.  He  was  left 
an  orphan  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  two  vears 
later  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  being  enrolled 
as  a member  of  Company  1,  Twenty-sixth  Mich- 
igan Volunteer  Infantry.  During  his  three 
years’  service  he  was  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor 
and  Farmersville.  Ills  regiment  was  a part  of 
General  Miles’  Brigade,  Second  Arrnv  Corps. 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  General  Miles  v.a 
colonel  of  his  regiment,  and  he  remained  under 
his  command  throughout  the  war.  He  took  part 
in  all  of  the  great  battles  of  the  Arrnv  U the 
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Potomac,  excepting  those  that  occurred  while 
he  was  in  the  hospital.  Honorably  discharged 
July  6.  1865.  while  in  the  hospital  at  West  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.,  he  went  back  to  Michigan,  where 
he  recovered  his  health  under  the  faithful  care 
of  kind  friends.  He  followed  farming  in  that 
state  and  in  South  Dakota,  buying  a large  ranch 
near  Mitchell  in  1879.  The  place  he  devoted  to 
fancy  stock  and  farming,  dealing  in  fine  cattle, 
blooded  horses  and  high-grade  hogs,  lie  lived 
there  fourteen  years,  and  in  1893  came  to 
Okarche  through  the  influence  of  a friend.  Lik- 
ing the  climate  and  having  faith  in  the  future  of 
the  town,  he  opened  a real  estate  office,  secured 
the  agency  of  several  prominent  fire  insurance 
companies,  and  almost  immediately  entered  into 
a comfortable  income.  He  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  in  1896,  and  at  the  same  time  re- 
ceived the  commission  of  notary  public.  All 
kinds  of  legal  business  are  transacted  by  him, 
and  he  has  been  quite  successful.  Pie  has  built 
a good  building  on  Sixth  street,  in  which  he  has 
his  office,  and  owns  other  valuable  property. 
Thus,  in  the  business  world,  he  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  solid  men  of  the  community.  In  po- 
litical matters  he  is  a Republican,  with  inde- 
pendent inclinations,  but  takes  part  in  the 
workings  of  the  party  organization.  He  is  a 
strong  worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  and 
helped  very  materially  in  the  organization  of  the 
local  lodge  of  Good  Templars,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  worthy  chief  templar.  He  has  been 
clerk  of  the  school  board  for  five  years,  and  any- 
thing calculated  to  advance  the  educational  in- 
terests of  the  community  finds  in  him  a ready 
helper.  Pie  lias  always  taken  a lively  interest  in 
Masonic  matters,  and  was  one  of  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  Valley  City  Lodge,  No.  486.  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  An  earnest  and  active  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  he  does  much  to 
promote  the  religious  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Beam  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Cil- 
ley,  at  Lowell,  Mich.  She  died  in  1875.  leaving 
an  infant  boy  and  girl  (twins),  both  of  whom 
died  a few  days  after  the  mother. 


CLINTON  STEEL,  a public-spirited  citi- 
zen of  Reno  township,  Canadian  county, 
Okla.,  who  takes  a deep  interest  in  ail  that 
pertains  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  county,  is 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock  rais- 
ing on  his  farm  in  that  township. 

Mr.  Steel  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of 
Alexander  and  Sarah  (Shafer)  Steel.  His  grand- 
father, George  Steel,  was  a native  of  Ireland, 
and  his  maternal  grandfather,  Adam  Shafer,  was 
of  Pennsylvania  birth.  Alexander  Steel  was 
born  in  ( )hio  and  became  a very  extensive  land 
owner  in  that  state,  holding  nine  hundred  acres 


of  land;  also  an  extensive  shipper  of  stock,  lie 
continued  in  that  line  of  business  until  his  death 

Clinton  Steel  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  upon  reaching  his  majority  went  to  work  mi 
the  Baltimore  & ( )hio  Railroad  as  a brakemau. 
He  continued  at  this  for  about  fourteen  months 
and  then  went  back  to  his  own  farm,  which  had 
been  given  him  by  his  father.  He  farmed  theie 
ufitil  September,  1889,  when  he  came  to  ( ) k 1 a - 
homa  territory  and  filed  a claim  to  the  farm  lie 
now  owns.  He  engages  in  general  farming  and 
raises  considerable  grain  and  stock,  being  known 
as  one  of  the  heaviest  wheat  growers  in  Shell 
Creek  Wiley.  Two  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
are  usually  sowed  to  wheat  and  corn  by  this  en- 
ergetic agriculturist,  and  his  farm  is  well  stocked 
with  hogs,  cattle  and  good  horses. 

In  1892  Mr.  Steel  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Julia  Nesbor,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  and  is  of 
German  ancestry.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Bertha  PL,  Alexander  and  Harry.  Pie 
is  a Republican  in  politics.  In  religious  belief  he 
is  a Lutheran  and  is  very  liberal  in  his  support  of 
charities. 


WESLEY  S.  POST,  agriculturist  and  black- 
smith, living  on  section  23,  township  17, 
range  4 west,  Logan  county,  has  lived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Crescent  City  since  the  famous 
run  of  April  22,  1889. 

A native  of  New  York  state,  where  he  was 
born  in  January,  1843,  's  a son  Stephen  and 
Ursula  (Wells)  Post,  natives,  respectively,  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  was  a 
courageous  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  serving 
with  Jackson  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 
Stephen  Post  was  the  father  of  nine  children, 
who  are  now  scattered  in  their  homes  and  inter- 
ests. Walter,  when  last  heard  front,  was  in  the 
state  of  Washington,  as  is  his  sister.  Mrs.Wealthv 
Dodge;  Wallace  is  a farmer  and  lives  in  Oregon, 
and  his  sister,  Morelia,  is  living  in  California. 

When  a comparatively  youthful  lad  Wesley 
Post  left  his  home  and  went  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  from  there  to  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Illinois, 
where  he  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade 
while  living  in  Chicago.  His  apprenticeship, 
however,  was  served  four  miles  east  of  the  town 
of  Beloit,  Wis.  Having  perfected  himself  in  his 
chosen  calling  he  took  a trip  to  the  extreme 
west,  visiting  California  and  Oregon,  returning 
to  Wisconsin  in  1864.  He  there  married  Rachel 
Beaucher,  who  died  in  1865  in  Wisconsin. 

In  1867  Mr.  Post  went  to  Minneapolis,  and 
thence  to  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a farm  in 
Worth  county,  combining  his  farm  and  black- 
smithing  interests.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
sold  his  farm  and  trade  interests  and  took  up  a 
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claim  in  North  Dakota,  where  for  five  years  he 
instituted  great  improvements  on  his  compara- 
tively crude  land,  and  at  the  same  time  carried  on 
a large  and  lucrative  trade  in  the  blacksmith 
line.  Having  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Da- 
kota, he  started  for  Oklahoma,  but  tarried  for  a 
war  in  Kansas  until  the  opening  of  the  territory, 
lie  made  the  run  for  the  northern  line  on  horse- 
back. and,  after  locating  on  his  claim,  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Banta  Gray,  a daughter 
of  Jacob  llanta,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky.  Her 
mother,  Selinda  (Wilder)  Banta,  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  died  in  Illinois.  By  her  former 
marriage  Mrs.  Post  had  five  children,  namely: 
Joseph  Alexander,  Charley  FL,  Samuel  Huston, 
Lilly  J.  and  Nettie.  Of  the  two  sons  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Post,  Stephen  A.  and  Abraham, 
the  latter  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Mr.  Wesley  has  a well-improved  farm,  fitted 
with  all  of  the  modern  labor-saving  devices,  in- 
cluding good  house, barns,  windmill  and  excellent 
orchard.  To  some  extent  he  still  carries  on  his 
trade,  but  has  now  rented  his  farm.  He  has  been 
a blacksmith  for  thirty-five  years,  and  feels  thor- 
oughly at  home  with  anvil  and  hammer. 


MAJ.  GEORGE  W.  LI.  STOUCH,  who  is 
the  efficient  agent  for  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapahoe  Indians,  with  headquarters  at 
the  Darlington  Agency,  was  born  in  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  in  1842.  He  is  a son  of  Leonard  Stouch,  a 
native  of  the  same  town,  but  for  years  a resident 
of  Kentucky.  The  earlier  part  of  the  major's  life 
was  passed  in  Gettysburg.  When  fourteen  years 
of  age  he  accompanied  the  family  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  spent  the  next  five  years.  November 
30,  i86r,  he  enlisted  at  Washington,  D.  C..  in 
Company  B,  First  Battalion,  Eleventh  United 
States  Infantry,  and  he  joined  his  regiment  on 
the  28th  of  December  at  Perryville,  Md.  His 
promotion  was  rapid.  Februarv  26.  1862,  he 
was  appointed  corporal;  May  6,  1863,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  sergeant  major  for  gallant  con- 
duct at  Chancellorsville ; June  8.  1864,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  second  lieutenant  in  the  Third 
Cnited  States  Infantry,  and  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1864.  promoted  to  be  first  lieutenant. 
He  was  made  a major  and  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence,  Cnited  States  Volunteers,  June  9, 
1898.  and  was  promoted  to  be  a major  in  the 
Twentieth  Infantry,  Cnited  States  army,  August 
30.  1898. 

I he  history  of  his  service  is  as  follows:  He 
remained  in  camp  with  his  regiment  at  Perrvs- 
ville,  Maryland,  from  December  28.  1861,  to 
March  8,  1862.  On  the  loth  of  March,  the  regi- 
ment, with  others,  was  organized  into  what  was 
afterward  known  as  General  Svkes’  famous  bri- 
gade of  regulars.  The  brigade  crossed  Long 


Bridge  the  same  evening  and  camped  near  Alex- 
andria, Va.  From  this  nucleus  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  was  formed.  Major  Stouch  was  w ith  the 
regiment  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  about  tin- 
time  the  enemy  evacuated  that  stronghold  he 
was  prostrated  with  a severe  case  of  malarial 
typhoid  fever  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  An- 
napolis, Md.  He  reported  for  duty  September 
3,  1862,  but  had  a relapse,  and  was  sent  to  Fair- 
fax hospital,  near  Alexandria.  He  returned  to 
service  February  18,  1863,  and  joined  the  regi- 
ment at  Camp  Potomac,  near  F.almouth.  He 
was  with  the  regiment  at  Chancellorsville  and 
Gettysburg,  where  he  received  a severe  wound 
in  the  left  wrist  on  the  evening  of  July  2.  He 
was  in  the  hospital  at  York,  Pa.,  from.  July  9, 
1863,  until  January  8,  1864,  when  he  was  sent  to 
the  headquarters  of  the  regiment  at  Fort  Inde- 
pendence, Boston  Harbor.  June  8,  same  year,  he 
accepted  a commission  in  the  Third  Infautrv. 
and  three  days  later  joined  his  command  at  Fort 
Hamilton,  New  York  harbor.  From  that  time 
until  his  retirement,  December  15,  1898,  he 
served  continuously  with  this  regiment,  being  in 
the  departments  of  Missouri,  Dakota  and  the 
Gulf  until  January  16,  1893.  During  these  vears 
he  performed  various  duties,  such  as  those  of 
quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  post,  judge 
advocate  and  other  duties  that  come  into  the  life 
of  an  army  officer.  In  1871-72  he  was  recruiting- 
officer  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and  Fort  Columbia, 
N.  Y.  January  16,  1893,  he  was  made  Indian 
agent  at  the  Sisseton  Agency,  South  Dakota, 
for  the  Sisseton  Sioux.  February  28.  1894,  he 
was  transferred  as  acting  agent  for  the  northern 
Cheyennes  at  Tongue  River  Agency  in  Montana. 
November  16,  1897,  he  was  transferred  as  acting- 
agent  for  the  Crows  at  the  Crow  Agency  in 
Montana.  June  30.  1898,  he  was  relieved  as  In- 
dian agent  and  appointed  major  and  chief  com- 
missary of  the  United  States  Volunteers,  and 
was  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  commissarv  and 
purchasing  commissary  in  the  department  of  Col- 
orado July  21,  189s.  1 1 c was  retired  from  active 

service  December  15,  1898.  and  on  the  last  dav 
of  March,  in  1899,  he  was  relieved  from  duty 
as  chief  commissary.  December  19,  1899.  he 
was  appointed  agent  for  the  Cheyennes  and 
Arapahoes,  which  responsible  position  he  fills 
with  the  greatest  efficiency. 

This  is  a brief  outline  of  a long  and  honorable 
career,  which  if  fully  described,  with  all  m ex- 
citing scenes  and  incidents,  would  fill  a volume, 
lie  has  been  a careful  and  painstaking  official, 
accurate  in  ever)-  detail,  and  fitly  supplements  a 
record  as  a brave  and  daring  soldier  with  that 
of  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  associated 
with  a life  of  peace.  I le  has  membership  in  sev- 
eral associations  at  York,  Pa.,  such  as  the  Koval 
Arch  Masons  and  the  Grand  Armv  of  the  Re- 
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public,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
Commandery  of  Colorado.  In  1869  he  married 
Miss  Augusta  Wantz,  at  York,  Pa.  They  have 
two  children.  The  daughter,  Florence,  is  now  in 
the  Philippines  with  her  husband,  Capt.  James 
H.  McRea,  of  the  Third  United  States  Infantry. 
The  son,  George  L.,  is  a veteran  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war  and  saw  active  service  in  the  Phil- 
ippine Islands. 


JAMES  A.  NICHOLS,  residing  on  his  farm 
in  section  33,  township  13,  range  7,  is  one  of 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  Canadian 
county,  and  by  reason  of  his  interest  in  public 
affairs  is  well  known  in  that  county. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Fields)  Nichols.  ■ His  mother  died  when  he  was 
less  than  a year  old,  and  the  earliest  thing  he  can 
remember  is  the  city  of  Atlanta,  whither  his 
father  had  moved.  He  next  remembers  when 
his  father  drove  back  to  his  native  county,  John- 
son county,  N.  C\,  then  moved  to  Greensboro, 
and  later  to  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  where  he  died  when 
our  subject  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  There 
the  latter  soon  took  up  the  trade  of  a tinner,  and 
after  completing  his  apprenticeship  worked  as  a 
journeyman  at  Darlington,  S.  C.  After  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Green's  State  Bat- 
tery, Light  Artillery,  and  went  to  Morris  Isle, 
where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter. 
He  was  mustered  out,  and  after  a long  interval  of 
time  enlisted  in  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  in 
Longstreet’s  Brigade.  He  saw  service  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee,  and  was  taken  a prisoner 
at  the  battle  of  Knoxville,  near  Bean  Station. 
Then  sent  to  Louisville  and  held  for  about  two 
months,  he  was  paroled  and  his  army  life  ended. 

Going  to  Madison,  Ind.,  on  November  10. 
1864,  he  was  married  there  to  Mary  E.  Snod- 
grass, a native  of  Jefferson  county,  Ind.,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  K.  and  Marion  (Scott)  Snod- 
grass. She  had  received  a fair  education  and 
was  an  instructor  in  a school.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  he  moved  to  Livingston  county.  111., 
and  rented  land  for  one  year.  He  did  well,  but 
gave  up  that  line  of  work  and  accepted  employ- 
ment in  a tinshop  in  Fairbury,  111.  One  year 
later  he  moved  to  Forrest  and  lived  there  for  a 
few  years,  working  at  his  trade.  At  length,  buy- 
ing the  shop,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  a few 
months  later,  he  was  unfortunate  in  losing  all 
that  he  had.  He  went  to  Polk  county,  Mo.,  in 
1872,  and  rented  land  and  raised  two  crops.  Then 
moving  to  Bolivar,  Mo.,  he  hired  out  at  his  trade, 
and  after  one  year  started  a shop  of  his  own.  lie 
continued  there  until  1877  and  made  consider- 
able money,  but  lost  most  of  it  bv  going-  security 
for  others.  In  1887  he 'went  to  Sumner  county, 


Kans.,  and  opened  a galvanized  iron  cornice 
shop  at  Caldwell.  He  did  well  for  the  first  year, 
and  then  his  trade  grew  dull  and  he  gave  it  up. 
During  the  following  year  he  was  out  of  em- 
ployment, with  the  exception  of  a little  work  lie 
did  in  Nevada,  Mo.  April  22,  1889,  he  made  the 
run  from  the  northern  line,  and  was  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Kingfisher,  but  got  no  claim.  Then 
returning  home  he  and  his  wife  went  on  a pleasure 
trip  through  the  Cherokee  strip.  When  he  got 
back  to  Caldwell  he  heard  of  the  laying  out  of  a 
town  site  at  Reno  City.  He  came  here  and  lo- 
cated the  place  where  lie  now  lives,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  three  acres.  He  carries  on 
general  farming,  and  has  his  farm  well  stocked, 
raising  thoroughbred  Hereford  cattle,  thorough- 
bred chickens  and  a high  grade  of  hogs.  He 
has  made  all  of  the  improvements  on  the  place 
and  is  very  successful. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Nichols  have  four  children: 
George  W.;  a tinner  by  trade,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Kansas  City;  Leo  A.,  a tinner  at  Yukon, 
Okla.;  Marion  L.,  an  electrician  in  New  York 
City;  and  Charles  A.,  who  is  a farmer  and  has  a 
claim  in  Washita  county. 

In  1864  Mr.  Nichols  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lin- 
coln and  has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket. 
In  Polk  county,  Mo.,  he  was  the  Republican 
nominee  for  county  treasurer,  but  was  defeated 
by  the  fusion  ticket.  I11  1896  he  was  the  nominee 
for  the  territorial  council  from  the  Fourteenth 
senatorial  district  and  was  again  beaten  by  the 
fusionists,  although  he  cut  the  previous  major- 
ity of  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  down  to  four 
hundred  votes.  He  was  the  first  trustee  of  his 
township.  Starting  in  life  with  but  little  educa- 
tion, but  possessing  the  desire  to  learn,  he  has 
taken  advantage  of  all  his  opportunities,  and 
now  has  a good  library,  well  read,  which  would 
be  a credit  to  any  home  of  culture.  He  has  been 
closely  interested  in  the  growth  of  this  commu- 
nity, and  lias  made  speeches  through  the  dis- 
trict, especially  during  the  campaign  of  1896. 
At  Forrest,  111.,  in  1868,  lie  became  a member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  order  and  has  filled  all  of  the 
chairs.  Fie  became  a member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  at  Bolivar.  Mo.,  filled 
all  of  the  chairs,  and  was  a representative  to  the 
grand  lodge. 


HB.  McKENZIF,  M.  D.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  H.  B.  McKenzie,  William 
McKenzie,  was  born  in  Scotland,  and 
came  to  America  with  his  parents.  Settling  in 
North  Carolina,  they  were  planters,  and  success- 
ful in  their  line  of  occupation.  Their  son  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  state,  and  during  the 
war  of  18 12  fought  with  courage  and  distinction 
After  the  war  he.  took  up  his  residence  in  Ten- 
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nessec,  about  1813,  and  identified  himself  with 
the  very  early  history  of  that  state.  The  condi- 
tions then  prevailing  there  were  very  crude,  and 
resilience  there  was  fraught  with  considerable 
danger,  owing  to  the  ever-present  red-men,  who 
-till  thought  the  country  theirs  by  right  of  pos- 
-c-sion.  And  here  this  ambitious  pioneer  hewed 
his  way  through  the  wildness  and  desolation  of 
his  surroundings,  became  a planter  and  success- 
ful citizen  and  reared  a family,  who  succeeded  to 
his  enterprise  and  steadfastness. 

I'pon  an  adjoining  farm  in  Tennessee,  the  son 
of  William,  Hugh  McKenzie,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  cleared  his  land  of  the  dense  primeval 
forests,  and  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  dur- 
ing all  the  years  of  his  activity.  Ilis  useful  life 
was  terminated  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
vears.  His  wife,  formerly  Rebecca  Cole,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  moved  with  her  parents  to 
Lincoln  county,  Tenn.  She  died  in  1867,  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five 
daughters,  of  whom  H.  B.  is  the  youngest.  Four 
brothers  and  one  brother-in-law  were  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  all  served  in  the  Confederate  army. 
William  B.  served  in  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Reg- 
iment, as  did  all  of  the  brothers.  John  died  in 
Virginia:  James  was  killed  at  Murfreesboro; 
and  Hugh  lives  in  Bowie,  Montague  county, 
lex. 

II.  B.  McKenzie  was  born  in  Lincoln  county, 
Tenn.,  October  24,  • 1852.  The  years  of  his 
youth  were  passed  in  his  native  state  on  his 
father’s  farm,  where  he  received  an  excellent 
home  training  and  learned  to  be  a model  farmer. 
Ilis  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education 
were  confined  to  the  instruction  received  three 
years  after  the  war,  when  he  attended  Oak  Hill 
Institute  for  three  years.  He  then  began  the 
study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  E.  Y.  Salmon,  at 
Lynchburg,  Tenn.,  and  entered  the  Nashville 
University,  where  he  remained  for  seven  months 
in  1872-73.  In  the  spring  of  1873  Dr.  McKenzie 
went  ro  Woodville,  Jackson  county.  Ala.,  where 
he  practiced  medicine  until  1874,  then  going'  to 
Belleville,  Tenn.,  where  he  lived  for  two  vears. 
In  1(876  lie  took  up  his  residence  in  Lynchburg, 

1 cun.,  and  remained  there  until  1879,  when  he 
'‘Vent  to  Bedford,  Tex.,  and  practiced  medicine 
until  1.890.  While  living  in  Texas,  he  entered 
the  University  of  Tennessee,  at  Nashville,  and 
graduated  with  honors  in  1887.  In  1890  Dr.  Mc- 
Kenzie located  in  Henrietta,  Tex.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1893,  uud  on  September  16th  of 
that  year  made  the  run  with  others  similarly  in- 
■ lined  and  located  in  Enid.  Okla.  His  practice 
began  under  primitive  conditions,  a tent  sufficing 
mr  office  and  residence.  He  was  the  first  physi- 
cian on  the  premises,  and  had  the  first  case  of 
" -■•elrics  in  the  Strip.  He  was  called  to  attend 
’du  first  case  requiring  medical  attendance,  the 
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patient  being  a woman  who  had  fractured  her  leg- 
while  jumping  from  a train. 

May  20,  1875,  in  Moore  county,  Tenn.,  Dr. 
McKenzie  married  El  lie  I Jolt,  a native  of  west- 
ern Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of  D.  B.  Holt,  a 
merchant  in  Tennessee  and  Texas.  During  the 
Civil  war  Mr.  Holt  served  in  a Tennessee  regi- 
ment. was  severely  wounded  at  Holly  Springs, 
and  died  in  Texas.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McKenzie 
have  been  born  four  children,  viz.:  Edna,  who  is 
a graduate  of  the  Henrietta  high  school,  and  now 
is  a teacher  at  Enid;  Walten  H.,  who  is  attending 
the  University  of  Oklahoma;  Hugh  F.;  and  Bir- 
die. Dr.  McKenzie  is  greatly  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education,  and  served  as  first  treasurer 
of  the  board  of  education.  For  four  years  lie  was 
a member  of  the  pension  board  as  medical  exam- 
iner, serving  under  Cleveland  during  1893-97. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Garfield  County  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  was  second  president  of  the  same.  He 
also  is  a charter  member  and  the  first  treasurer 
of  the  Central  Oklahoma  Medical  Association, 
and  still  holds  his  original  position  with  the  or- 
ganization. Fraternally  he  is  associated  with 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  the  Red  Men,  and  the 
Home  Forum.  With  his  family  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  Baptist  Church,  he  is  a deacon  in 
the  same,  and  was  moderator  of  the  first  Baptist 
meeting  held  here,  and  a charter  member. 


FA  . D.  I.  LANSLOTS,  O.  S.  B.  The  his- 
tory of  Rev.  Father  Lanslots,  the  populir 
and  scholarly  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s  Church, 
in  Oklahoma  City,  possesses  much  of  interest, 
even  to  those  who  are  not  numbered  in  the  flock 
of  which  he  is  the  affectionate  shepherd.  He  is 
in  the  prime  of  life  and  activity,  yet  already  has 
had  such  experiences  and  arduous  labors  as  fall 
to  the  lot  of  few  workers  in  “the  world’s  broad 
field  of  battle.” 

A native  of  Sprundel,  Holland,  he  was  born 
February  11,  1859,  and  when  in  his  tenth  year  he 
commenced  attending  school  where  the  French 
language  was  spoken  and  taught.  At  eleven  he 
entered  the  college  in  Hcrenthals,  Belgium,  and 
when  fourteen  he  was  admitted  to  the  order  of 
St.  Benedict,  at  Afilighem,  near  Brussels.  When 
lie  had  completed  the  classical,  philosophical  and 
theological  courses  he  was  ordained  a sub-dea- 
con in  1880  and  the  same  year  was  sent  to  Chit- 
tagong, Bengal,  where  lie  engaged  in  missionarv 
work  among  the  people  of  eastern  India  for  some 
eight  years.  June  12,  1881,  he  was  installed  as 
assistant  pastor  of  the  cathedral  at  the  town 
mentioned,  a place  to  the  cast  of  Calcutta.  I lur- 
ing the  four  years  of  his  service  there  he 
aided  materially  in  the  building  of  a Large  or- 
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plumage  school,  after  which  he  organized  a mis- 
sion at  Burrjsal,  in  the  same  province,  and  later 
succeeded  in  building  a church  at  that  point. 
Under  his  teaching  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  many  souls  converted  from  Buddhism 
and  Brahmanism  to  Christianity,  and  in  order  to 
better  reach  the  people  he  spent  the  little  leisure 
time  which  he  could  snatch  from  his  duties  in 
translating'  important  writings  and  books  into  the 
language  of  the  natives. 

In  1889  Father  Lanslots  returned  to  Europe, 
and,  as  he  had  done  on  his  way  to  the  far  east, 
he  visited  Rome,  and  this  time  was  admitted  to 
the  presence  of  the  Pope,  with  whom  he  had  an 
interesting  interview.  After  traveling  consider- 
ably through  Europe,  he  took  a position  as  pro- 
fessor of  philosophy  at  his  alma  mater,  Aftlighem 
College.  In  1892  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City,  and  from  there  he  came 
west  to  take  charge  of  the  spiritual  interests  of 
the  Osage  Indians  in  Pawlmska.  Okla. 

On  New  Year’s  day,  1894,  Father  Lanslots 
was  installed  as  pastor  of  St.  Joseph's  Church,  in 
Oklahoma  City,  by  the  bishop  of  this  diocese. 
This  church  not  only  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
first  one  in  number  of  members  in  this  territory, 
but  also  erected  the  first  house  of  worship  in  this 
city.  From  a congregation  of  thirty  who  assem- 
bled in  a store  on  California  street  the  second 
Sunday  after  the  territory  was  opened  to  the 
white  man,  the  church  has  steadily  grown,  and 
on  the  8th  of  September.  1889.  the  present  edi- 
fice was  dedicated.  The  first  pastor,  Rev.  C.  F. 
Scallan,  who  also  had  charge  of  churches  at  Ed- 
mond and  Deer  Creek,  was  zealous  and  efficient, 
and  his  earnest  labors  brought  an  abundant  har- 
vest. He  was  succeeded  in  May.  1890.  by  Rev. 
F.  G.  DeGroote,  a native  of  Belgium,  and.  going 
to  Utah,  he  died  there  a few  years  later.  The 
new  priest  here  undertook  the  enterprise  of  build- 
ing a residence  for  the  pastor,  a parochial  school 
and  a mission  church  at  Conception,  eight  miles 
distant,  in  which  locality  numerous  Catholic  fam- 
ilies were  living.  He  was  not  permitted  to  wit- 
ness the  fulfilment  of  his  plans,  however,  for  it 
was  deemed  best  to  send  him  on  a mission  to 
Aukland,  New  Zealand,  while  the  work  here 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Hilar}'  Cas- 
sal,  from  the  Sacred  Heart  Monastery.  The 
school,  which  is  in  charge  of  the  sisters  of  mercy 
from  the  Sacred  Heart,  is  flourishing,  and  during 
the  eight  and  a half  years  of  its  existence  has 
played  an  important  part  in  local  history.  About 
one  hundred  and  twenty-live  children  are  in 
regular  attendance.  The  church  at  Conception 
was  dedicated  Decembers,  1892,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing' year  Father  Cassal's  place  was  taken  and 
temporarily  occupied  by  Father  Leo,  the  present 
prior  of  Sacred  Heart  Abbey,  and  he,  in  turn, 
was  succeeded  by  the  subject  of  this  review.  The 


congregation  of  St.  Joseph’s  bought  two  and  a 
half  acres  of  land  of  the  Fairlawn  Cemeterv  \> 
sociation  for  a Catholic  graveyard,  and  the  Sis- 
ters of  Mercy  have  bought  a block  of  land 
adjoining  the  city,  where  it  is  intended  that  a 
young  ladies’  seminary  shall  be  erected.  Die 
Sisters  of  St.  Francis  secured  a block  north  of 
the  Emerson  school  and  erected  a hospital,  with 
accommodations  for  fifty  to  sixty  patients. 

Father  Lanslot  is  beloved  by  his  people,  an  1 
justly  so,  for  he  takes  a sincere  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  each  and  every  member  of  his  parish. 
His  zeal  for  the  progress  of  the  church  is  un- 
doubted, and  whatever  accrues  to  her  good  is  his 
highest  ambition.  All  of  the  scholarly  powers 
of  his  mind  are  directed  toward  her  extension 
and  dominion,  and  he  has  accounted  it  but  a 
pastime  when  he  has  turned  to  authorship  and 
written  ecclesiastical  works,  such  as  his  “Life  of 
St.  Benedict,”  in  Flemish;  "Meditations  for 
Every  Day  of  the  Year,”  and  “Illustrations  and 
Explanation  of  the  Mass  and  Ceremonies,”  both 
written  in  the  Flemish  language,  and  the  last- 
mentioned  also  in  English.  Besides,  as  alrcadv 
stated,  he  wrote  several  works  in  the  native- 
tongue  of  the  Bengalese,  while  in  India.  The 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  Abbott  of  the  Benedictines,  in 
Rome,  Italy. 


MICHAEL  EARNER.  In  the  southwest- 
ern quarter  of  section  22,  township  17, 
range  1 west,  Michael  Earner  owns  a 
highly  cultivated  farm,  upon  which  he  located  in 
1896.  He  is  a native  of  Austro-Hungary,  being 
born  in  Koenigsdorf  May  4,  1858.  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Anna  (Schiller)  Earner. 

Mr.  Earner  possesses  a good  German  educa- 
tion. and  during  his  early  days  he  worked  upon 
his  father's  farm.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  in 
i88r  his  father  gave  him  about  twenty  acres  of 
land,  though  he  was  obliged  to  pay  the  other 
five  brothers  and  sister  $366  each.  As  he  savs 
he  did  not  care  to  go  to  the  poor  house,  he  sold 
his  farm  and  embarked  for  the  United  Stales, 
and,  after  a voyage  of  seventeen  days,  landed  in 
the  city  of  New  \ ork,  near  which  citv  he  at  once 
obtained  a job  on  a farm.  The  following  vear  he 
worked  on  a farm  in  Faribault  countv,  (Minn., 
during  which  time  he  saved  his  hard-earned 
money  to  send  back  to  his  wife,  who  paid  off  hi- 
debts.  He  then  spent  four  months  near  Hanni- 
bal. Mo.,  where  he  continued  farming,  but,  going 
to  Lawrence,  Hans.,  at  the  end  of  the  period, 
tried  farming  there.  In  the  hope  of  obtaining  a 
home,  he  went  to  Mitchell,  I.  T„  but,  not  iiking 
the  place,  then  went  to  Mapleton,  Iowa,  where 
he. worked  on  a farm  a short  time  and  then  on 
railroad  construction.  He  was  in  Iowa  about  a 
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\t'ar.  when  he  left  for  his  native  country  .and 
i lure  remained  two  years.  With  his  family  he 
returned  to  the  United  States  June  13.  1896.  and 
a!  once  came  to  Oklahoma,  where  he  located  on 
hi->  present  farm.  He  raises  cotton  and  cereals, 
a-  well  as  fruit  and  farm  stock. 

Michael  Earner  was  married  June  20,  1881,  to 
Mi-s  Theresia,  a daughter  of  Francis  and  Isabel 
, Mortl  Flash,  and  to  them  have  been  born  live 
children,  of  whom  the  youngest  child  was  born 
in  Oklahoma.  They  are  as  follows:  Theresia, 
burn  October  27.  1882:  May,  September  20. 
1SS4;  Rudolph,  May  27,  1888:  Francis.  .April 
i8</>;  and  Gustav  Adolph.  August  20.  1897. 
He  and  his  wife  are. devout  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  he  helped  build  the  Emanuel 
( Imrch.  which  is  located  about  a mile  from  his 
home.  Politically  he  has  always  voted  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  has  been  a naturalized  citizen 
since  1896. 


FORGE  HALES.  Probablv  few  business 
men  of  Oklahoma  are  better  known  than 
George  Hales,  who  has  been  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  upbuilding  of  the  commerce  and 
general  progress  of  this  section  of  the  west  since 
it  was  opened  to  the  public,  eleven  years  ago. 
He  is  enterprising  and  liberal,  though  entirely 
unassuming  and  not  desirous  of  praise  for  the 
many  deeds  of  kindness  and  helpfulness  which 
are  justly  laid  at  his  door.  Education  for  the 
young,  religion  and  the  preservation  of  law  and 
good  government,  everything  which  tends  to- 
ward the  uplifting  of  society,  are  matters  in 
which  he  takes  a vital  interest,  as  every  citizen  of 
this  great  republic  should. 

Lessons  of  patriotism  were  early  instilled  into 
the  mind  of  our  subject  by  his  honored  father. 
Jesse  Hales,  who  was  a man  that  truly  possessed 
the  courage  of  his  convictions  and  who  ac- 
knowledged no  higher  dtttv  than  that  which  he 
"•It  he  owed  his  country.  T hough  front  a >o inh- 
erit lamily,  a son  of  James  Hales,  who  remove  1 
Mom  1 ennessee  to  Lawrence  county.  Ark.,  and. 
though  reared  in  those  two  states,  he  harmed  an 
independent  verdict  in  regard  to  the  great  ques- 
tions of  slavery  and  secession,  and,,  despite  the 
Act  that  his  father  and  brothers  were  slave-own- 
< lie  would  have  none,  and  when  the  war  broke 
ont  and  the  others  espoused  the  Confederate 
caU'C  he  bravely  declared  himself  a Union  man. 
He  enlisted  in  a Missouri  regiment  and  served 
1 mlimlly  until  the  close  of  the  war.  when  lie 
quietly  resumed  his  former  occupations  of  tarm- 
’•>'g  and  stock-raising,  in  McDonough  countv. 
Ho.  His  eldest  sou.  Anderson,  also  belonged  to 
hedcral  forces,  and  served  throughout  the 
,ar  >u  the  same  regiment,  lie  died  in  Missouri 
;u  1 8< >e . having  survived  his  father  onh  two 


years.  J.  L.,  who  is  a well-known  stock-man, 
resides  in  Oklahoma  City,  and  William  T.,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business  as  our 
subject,  also  makes  bis  home  in  this  city.  Mrs. 
Hattie  Seaman,  the  only  surviving  daughter, 
also  is  a resident  here,  hive  of  the  children  born 
to  Jesse  Hales  and  wife  are  deceased.-  Mrs. 
Hales,  whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  Jane 
Beaslev,  was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Ark.,  a 
daughter  of  Lemuel  Beasley,  a farmer.  She  is 
.'till  living,  her  home  being  in  Neosho,  Mo. 

George  Hales  was  born  in  McDonough 
countv.  Mo.,  February  5.  1859,  and  was  reared 
to  the  duties  of  a farm.  At  an  early  age  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  raising  of  live  stock,  and 
bought  and  sold  cattle  and  horses  extensively 
long  before  he  attained  his  majority.  Thus 
becoming  an  excellent  judge  of  animals  and 
prices,  he  finally  concluded  to  devote  his 
entire  attention  to  this  line  of  business.  In 
1889  he  came  to  Oklahoma  City,  where  lie 
was  the  first  to  start  a sale  stable.  He 
built  his  present  quarters,  at  Nos.  9-15  Main 
street,  and  for  several  years  he  bought  and  im- 
ported horses  and  mules  into  the  territory,  while, 
now  that  the  demand  here  has  been  more  than 
met,  he  exports  them  from  this  locality. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Hales  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican. He  belongs  to  tlTe  order  of  Red  Men, 
and  in  all  local  movements  calculated  to  benefit 
the  community,  he  is  an  interested  participant. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Fannie 
Smothers,  is  a native  of  Missouri,  and  their  four 
children  are  named,  respectively:  Jesse,  Frank. 
Willie  and  Earl.  The  family  is  identified  with 
the  Christian  Church. 


ANTON  EUEHRING.  Among  the  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Union  City  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  A dealer  in 
general  hardware,  owner  of  considerable  real 
estate  in  and  about  Union  Citv.  and  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  public  spirited  men  of  the 
community,  by  his  honestv  and  integritv  he  lias 
established  a worthy  and  excellent  reputation. 

Our  subject  is  a native  of  Prussia.  Germany, 
and  a son  of  Conrad  Euchring.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  his  father  came  to  this  countrv.  and  set- 
tled in  Columbia  county,  Wis.,  where  he  died  in 
1879.  Anton  Euchring  spent  his  early  manhood 
days  in  \\  iseonsin,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
enlisted  in  Company  E.  Twenty-ninth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry,  and  for  three  years  served  under 
General  Grant,  until  \ ieksburg  was  taken.  Af- 
terward he  served  in  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 
and  was  wounded  at  Port  Gibson  and  Champion 
Hill.  lie  then  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and  in 
18(18  went  to  1 lumboldt  county,  Iowa,  which  was 
then  a new  county.  There  he  bought  a farm  and 
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lived  until  1881,  when  he  sold  out.  His  next 
move  was  to  California,  but,  not  finding  a suit- 
able location,  he  returned  to  Humboldt  county, 
and,  buying  another  farm,  began  general  farm- 
ing and  the  raising  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs. 
His  farm  consisted  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  In  1892  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Cana- 
dian county,  Okla..  where  he  bought  a farm  near 
Union  City,  and  during  the  same  year  bought 
several  lots  in  the  town.  On  one  of  these  lots 
he  built  a store  and  residence,  24x40  feet,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1892  opened  a full  line  of  general  hard- 
ware and  farming  implements.  At  the  present 
time  Mr.  Euchring  owns  some  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  several  lots  in  Union  City, 
and  has  built  several  houses. 

Mr.  Fuehring  was  married  in  Wisconsin  to 
Margaret  Sackman,  and  they  have  reared  five 
children,  namely:  John,  William,  Annie,  Louis 
and  Margaret.  The  oldest  son  is  on  the  home 
farm  and  the  younger  is  in  the  United  States 
navy.  The  family  attend  the  Catholic  church. 
Mr.  Fuehring  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  is 
a member  of  the  school  board  in  Union  City. 


WALTER  SCOTT  COOPER.  One  of  the 
prominent  and  thoroughly  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Guthrie,  Walter  Scott  Cooper, 
is  now  acting  as  a member  of  the  council,  repre- 
senting the  fifth  ward,  and,  as  -was  confidently 
expected  of  him,  is  doing  everything  within  his 
power  to  promote  the  well-being  of  this  com- 
munity. His  record,  both  as  a business  man  and 
in  the  field  of  politics  L of  the  best,  and  his  exam- 
ple in  every  respect  is  worthy  of  being  emulated. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  parents,  Edward  and  Emily  J. 
(Willis)  Cooper,  are  natives  of  Mount  Vernon. 
Ohio  and  Illinois,  respectively.  The  father  is  a 
son  of  Roger  Cooper,  who  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing- in  Ohio  until  1870,  when  he  removed  to  Sew- 
ard, Neb,,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  life. 
Edward  Cooper  learned  the  trade  of  a bricklayer 
in  early  life,  and  for  many  years  was  actively 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building  in  Iowa. 
About  1874  he  located  in  Seward,  Neb.,  where  he 
owned  a brickyard,  and  managed  the  most  exten- 
sive building  and  contracting  business  of  anv  in 
that  section.  He  built  the  Seward  Opera-house, 
and  for  some  time  owned  the  Windsor  Hotel,  the 
largest  hotel  in  the  town.  Seven  years  ago  he 
retired,  with  a competence,  and  has  made  his 
home  in  Guthrie,  as  four  of  his  five  children  live 
in  ( )klahoma,  the  other  being  in  Colorado.  Dur- 
ing- the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a non-commis- 
sioned officer  in  Company  L,  Second  Iowa 
Cavalry.  Mrs.  Cooper  is  a daughter  of  Tames 
V illis,  who  was  a farmer  in  Pennsylvania  and 
later  in  Illinois  and  Iowa, 

Walter  Scott  Cooper  was  born  July  1,  1865, 


near  the  town  of  Maquoketa,  Iowa.  He  received 
an  excellent  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Seward,  and,  after  being  graduated  at  the  high 
school  there,  he  entered  the  University  of  Ne- 
braska, at  Lincoln,  and  continued  his  higher 
studies  until  his  sophomore  year.  Under  his 
father’s  instructions,  he  had  mastered  the  ma- 
son’s trade  and  had  learned  the  business  of  man- 
ufacturing brick,  and  in  1885  commenced  taking- 
contracts  for  work  which  he  had  executed  him- 
self. Besides  building  numerous,  houses  and 
public'  structures  in  Seward  and  vicinity,  he 
erected  the  State  Industrial  Home  at  Milford. 
Neb.,  the  high  school  at  David  City,  Neb.,  and 
many  other  important  buildings  in  different 
places.  In  1890  he  located  in-  Ogden,  Utah, 
where  he  continued  to  increase  his  reputation 
as  a builder,  and  in  April,  1893,  came  to  Guthrie. 
Here  he  established  one  of  the  first  brickyards 
in  the  territory,  and  to-day  it  is  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  industries  in  the  city.  It  is  modern 
in  every  respect,  equipped  with  improved  ma- 
chinery, and  having  a capacity  of  thirty-five 
thousand  bricks  a day.  In  addition  to  running 
this  plant,  Mr.  Cooper  has  continued  his  build- 
ing and  contracting,  and  has  erected  the  Good- 
rich and  Victor  blocks  and  part  of  Gray’s  block, 
the  Lyon,  the  Dewey  and  the  Black  & Anderson 
business  blocks,  and  the' Oklahoma  Hotel,  be- 
sides many  others  of  lesser  importance.  He  has 
furnished  the  bricks  used  in  all  of  the  public 
schools  of  this  place,  and  at  Perry  carried  out  a 
contract  for  building  the  fine  school  there.  Lit- 
tle by  little  he  has  branched  out  in  other  direc- 
tions, buying"  and  investing  to  a large  extent  in 
desirable  real  estate  in  Guthrie  and  vicinity,  and 
in  May,  1S99,  opened  a grocery  on  Harrison 
street,  under  the  firm  name  of  Warren  & Co., 
and  this  enterprise  also  is  prospering. 

In  David  City,  Neb.,  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Cooper  and  Alma  L.  Myers,  a native  of  Des 
Moines,  was  celebrated  October  1,  1889.  With 
her  parents,  John  T.  and  Rachel  (Crawford)  Mv- 
ers,  she  had  removed  to  David  City  when  she 
was  a child,  and  in  the  high  school  there  was 
graduated.  Her  father,  who  was  a native  of 
Ohio,  and  a son  of  Thornton  Myers,  of  Virginia, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Butler  county. 
Mo.,  and  later  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  David  City  bar,  where  he  attained  promi- 
nence. Both  himself  and  wife  died  at  their  home 
in  that  city,  honored  and  esteemed.  Four  chil- 
dren bless  the  union  of  our  subject  and  wife, 
namely:  Lillian,  John,  Willis  and  Dale. 

In  April.  1898,  Mr.  Cooper  was  nominated  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  councilman  from  the 
fifth  ward,  and  in  the  following  election  received 
a good  majority  of  votes.  He  has  been  watchful 
for  the  best  interests  of  his  fellow-townsmen, 
and,  besides  serving  efficiently  upon 
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committees,  is  acting  as  chairman  on  the  com- 
mittee having  in  charge  streets  and  alleys.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Guthrie  Club  and  the  Guthrie 
( hm  Club,  and  is  very  popular  in  both  organiza- 
tions. In  the  Odd  Fellows  society  he  is  past 
noble  grand  and  grand  warden  of  the  grand 
Judge  of  Oklahoma,  and  is  district  deputy  grand 
patriarch  of  the  Encampment.  He  also  is  a trus'- 
u e of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and,  with  his 
wife,  holds  membership  with  the  Daughters  of 
Kebekah.  Both  occupy  an  honored  position  in 
local  society  and  their  pleasant  home  is  the  scene 
of  many  a happy  gathering. 


HIRAM  F.  BUTLER,  one  of  the  oldest  es- 
tablished contractors  and  builders  of  Okla- 
homa City,  is  a native  of  Maine,  his  birth 
having  occurred  July  3,  1842,  near  Farmington 
1 1 ill,  Franklin  county.  He  is  a son  of  Elias  But- 
ler, a native  of  Kennebec  county,  Me.,  and  grand- 
son of  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  who  was  the  uncle  of 
the  renowned  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler.  Our 
subject's  grandfather  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
and  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Maine,  be- 
coming a successful  contractor  and  builder,  and 
a farmer,  as  well.  He  enlisted  and  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  the  patriotic  spirit  which  he 
displayed  now  possesses  his  descendants. 

Elias  Butler,  w ho  followed  in  his  father’s  foot- 
steps in  business,  as  in  every  way,  came  to  the 
prairies  of  Illinois  in  1S49,  and  for  years  was  one 
of  the  most  respected  and  prosperotts  settlers  of 
Freedom  township,  La  Salle  county.  Later  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  Iroquois  county,  same  state, 
and  there  dwelt  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  His  wife,  formerly  Mehitable 
Hinckley,  departed  this  life  in  Nebraska  when 
-he  was  in  her  eighty-fourth  year.  She  was  of 
Fnglish  descent,  and  came  .from  a promi- 
nent Maine  family.  Her  grandfather,  Capt. 
John  Hinckley,  won  his  title  by  gallant  ser- 
vice in  the  war  of  1812.  His  people  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Maine  and  were 
actively  engaged  in  the  early  colonial  wars 
with  the  native  Indians  of  that  region.  He 
occupied  numerous  local  offices  in  his  county 
and  always  discharged  the  duties  placed  upon 
hi"  shoulders  in  a thorough  and  satisfactory  way. 

Hiram  hranklin  Butler  is  one  of  three  sons, 
ah  of  whom  enlisted  in  Compnnv  A,  Sixtv-fourth 
Ginois  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  eldest,  Addison 
h'.  Butler,  died  a few  years  ago  in  Nebraska. 
1 uauville  E.  Butler  served  through  the  Civil  war, 
“'In >tigh  he  was  wounded  bv  grape-shot  in  the 
■ '■ad  at  the  battle  of  Antietam.  He  now  is  cn- 
a wa  d in  the  management  of  a large  stock  ranch 
1 northern  Nebraska.  Our  subject  was  seven 
' ,nN  “hi  when  lie  accompanied  his  familv  to 
■ hiii > i s . and  his  youth  was  passed  on  a farm. 
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He  was  graduated  in  the  Ottawa  high  school  in 
1862,  and  enlisted  among  the  recruits  for  Com- 
pany A,  Sixty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  being 
mustered  into  the  service  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  and 
three  days  later  received  his  baptism  of  fire  in  the 
hard-fought  battle  of  Corinth,  where  he  was 
twice  wounded,  in  the  left  leg  and  in  the  left 
hand.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Jefferson 
Barracks,  and,  on  account  of  permanent  injury 
to  his  left  hand,  was  finally  mustered  out  and 
honorably  discharged  from  the  army  December 
12,  1862. 

Not  long  afterward  Mr.  Butler  went  to  Atch- 
ison, Kans.,  where  he  bought  some  mule  teams 
and  started  across  the  plains  along  the  Platte 
river  route  to  Denver',  the  journey  taking  thirty- 
two  days.  He  continued  in  the  freighting  busi- 
ness on  the  plains  until  the  autumn  of  1866,  haul- 
ing goods  from  Missouri  to  Helena,  Mont.,  and 
to  Denver,  and  altogether  made  twenty-seven 
trips.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  and  others  of  his 
caravan  had  a severe  fight  with  the  Sioux  In- 
dians at  Alkali  Station.  He  and  others  had  gone 
out  as  scouts,  and,  having  seen  traces  of  the  red 
men,  returned  and  barricaded  their  camp,  and 
during  the  whole  day  they  bravely  defended  their 
property.  The  Third  Colorado  Cavalry  came  to 
the  relief  of  the  besieged  party,  and  together  they 
went  to  Ogallala,  where  they  were  out  of  dan- 
ger. In  the  following  spring  our  subject  and  his 
friends  had  another  encounter  with  the  red-skins 
near  Valley  Station,  and  from  their  corral  thev 
held  the  foe  at  bay  four  hours,  when  some  cav- 
alrymen from  Julesburg  came  to  the  rescue  of 
the  white  men. 

In  1S65  and  again  in  1866  Mr.  Butler  was  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  at  Black  Hawk. 
Colo.,  and  at  Cheyenne,  Wyo.  In  his  youth  he 
had  mastered  the  trade  of  a carpenter,  and  for  a 
period  he  was  employed  in  this  line  of  business 
at  Cheyenne.  In  1867  he  took  a contract  for 
supplying  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ties 
for  the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  after  completing 
which  work  he  was  employed  in  the  construction 
department  of  the  line  two  years.  In  1871  he 
was  connected  with  the  building  of  the  Missouri. 
Kansas  & Texas  railroad  for  a period;,  and  car- 
ried on  lumber  yards  at  Appleton,  and  Butler. 
Mo.  In  1S72  he  commenced  buying  cattle  and 
continued  in  this  venture  about  two  years,  when 
he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  a large  pro- 
portion of  his  stock  in  a terrible  drv  season. 
From  1874  to  1880  lie  was  occupied  in  contract- 
ing and  building  at  Wichita,  and  then,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Butler  tv  Jewell,  lie  conducted 
a liquor  business  in  the  same  citv  two  years.  He 
then  went  to  Freemont,  Neb.,  where  he  became 
a member  of  the  liquor  firm  of  Butler  tv  Shati- 
ner,  and  remained  in  that  connection  seventeen 
months.  Later  lie  was  similarly  engaged  in 
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business  at  Dallas,  Tex.,  two  years.  Then  for 
two  years  he  was  a contractor  and  builder  at 
Ardmore,  I.  T.,  and  on  the  memorable  22nd  of 
April,  1881),  made  the  run  to  Oklahoma  City, 
where  he  located  a lot,  but  lost  it  in  the  contest 
which  followed.  However,  he  began  putting 
up  a building  April  25th,  using  lumber  from  the 
car  that  was  first  unloaded.  He  also  built  nu- 
merous other  buildings  that  were  among  the 
very  first  erected  here,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  given  a large  share  of  the  finest  work  in 
the  place.  Among  others,  he  built  the  Interna- 
tional Hotel,  the  Acme  Elevator,  Kramer’s  Ele- 
vator. the  Bacon  & Cook  Block,  the  cotton-seed- 
oil  mill,  and  the  fine  residences  of  Governor 
Stone,  Judge  Stewart,  T.  M.  Richardson,  S.  S. 
Price  and  E.  L.  Dun. 

In  St.  Louis.  Mo..  Mr.  Butler  married  Annie 
Fogarty,  a native  of  Indiana.  They  have  two 
daughters  and  three  sons,  namely:  Ernest,  Edith 
A.,  Osa  M.,  Roy  J..  and  Robert  G.  The  family 
occupies  an  attractive  modern  home  at  No.  219 
East  California  avenue,  this  residence  having 
been  erected  by  our  subject. 

Politically,  Mr.  Butler  is  a Democrat  of  marked 
influence.  He  was  elected  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  from  the  fourth  ward,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  act  on  the  committee  having  in 
charge  the  matter  of  selling  the  quarter-section 
of  school  lands  belonging  to  the  city.  He  has 
served  on  the  committee  on  water-works  and 
gas-plant  property  and  sewers,  and  was  in- 
spector of  the  latter  department  until  he  re- 
signed. Pie  was'  in  charge  of  the  construction 
of  the  county  and  city  jails  and  discharged  all  of 
his  obligations  in  a thoroughly  satisfactory  man- 
ner. 


MORGAN  R.  STAFP'ORD,  whose  home  is 
in  the  southeastern  quarter  of  section  17, 
township  13.  range  6.  Canadian  county, 
with  postoffice  at  El  Reno,  was  born  in  Greene 
count}.  Ind..  April  4,  1837,  and  is  a son  of  Jesse 
and  Pa-mclia  (Harrison)  Stafford.  The  father 
was  born  near  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  the  mother, 
a first  cousin  of  General  Harrison,  was  born 
in  Ohio.  Her  parents  moved  to  Kentuckv  when 
she  was  a girl,  and  the  town  of  Cynthiana,  Ky.. 
was  named  after  two  of  her  sisters.  Cynthia  and 
Anna.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stafford  weie  married  in 
Kentucky,  and  soon  afterward  moved  to  In- 
diana, where  our  subject  was  born.  By  a former 
marriage  he  had  two  children,  and  fourteen  bv 
his  second  marriage,  eleven  of  whom  grew  up. 
As  far  as  known,  there  are  four  living:  Joseph 
\ who  is  in  the  Klondike;  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  llous- 
tou.  who  lives  in  California;  Zcphaniah.  who 
lives  in  Canadian  count}  . ( ) k 1 a . , and  Morgan 
I\.  Jesse  Stafford  died  in  Greene  countv,  Ind., 


in  1844,  and  his  widow  and  ten  children  moved  t>. 
Scott  county,  Iowa,  in  1846,  where  she  rente  : 
and  carried  on  a farm.  She  did  fairly  well  and 
was  enabled  to  buy  land  there.  In  1855  our  sub 
ject  was  with  General  Harney  in  Kansas  during 
the  Sioux  war,  and  in  1856,  with  his  mother,  he 
went  to  W oodbury  county,  Iowa,  and  settle. i 
on  Floyd  river,  where  they  improved  a farm 
and  lived  until  1861.  In  the  meantime  our  sub- 
ject spent  a few  months  near  Pike's  Peak,  land- 
ing there  April  10,  1859.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  nine  of  the  family  owned  adjoining 
farms,  but  those  unsettled  times,  when  the  In- 
dians became  very  troublesome,  caused  them  to 
scatter  and  they  have  never  been  together  since. 

Morgan  R.  Stafford  was  married  in  Plymouth 
county,  Iowa,  February  12,  i860,  to  Catherine 
Schmidt,  and  in  1 86 1 moved  to  Boone  countv. 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  and  lived 
until  the  spring  of  1864.  He  sold  out  and  went 
to  Montana  to  mine  for  gold,  leaving  his  wife 
with  her  parents.  He  was  absent  for  three  and 
one-half  years,  and  upon  his  return  bought  land 
in  Boone  county,  and  lived  there  until  the  fall 
of  1870,  when  he  went  to  Missouri  for  the  w in- 
ter. Pie  then  located  in  Sedgwick  county,  Kan-., 
and  took  a pre-emption.  After  improving  his 
place,  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Clark  county. 
Kans.,  where  he  lost  everything.  Pie  then  came 
to  Oklahoma,  April  22,  1889,  and  made  the  run 
with  a yoke  of  cattle,  but  they  gave  out  on  the 
way  and  he  gave  his  wagon  to  a man  for  drawing 
the  load  to  Kingfisher.  He  took  lots  in  that 
city,  and  as  he  had  only  one  cow  and  seventy- 
five  cents  in  money,  which  was  small  capital  to 
provide  for  a family  of  eight,  he  went  to  work  as 
a common  laborer,  and  his  wife  took  in  washing 
until  they  had  enough  money  to  start  a restaur- 
ant in  Kingfisher,  which  they  conducted  until  the 
next  fall.  Pie  had  located  the  claim  011  which 
he  now  lives  in  the  preceding  May,  and  on  this 
he  moved  with  his  family.  He  built  his  present 
home,  set  out  an  orchard  of  five  acres,  made 
many  other  improvements,  and  has  since  pros- 
pered. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stafford  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  up.  Phev  are 
as  follows:  Dorothy,  who  died  in  Sedgwick 

county.  Kans..  was  the  wife  of  George  Mackev, 
and  left  one  child,  Arminta,  who  lives  with  our 
subject:  hi  ary,  who  married  Charles  Combs, 

and  has  two  children;  Anna,  who  married 
Charles  Sheets  of  Canadian  count v.  and  has 
three  children;  Martha  Sophia,  who  married 
Charles  Shaw,  and  has  three  children;  Addie, 
who  married  Lowell  Shaw,  by  whom  she  has 
four  children:  Minnie  Belle,  wife  of  William 

Smith,  and  mother  of  two  children:  George  I'.: 
and  Emma,  who  lives  at  home.  Mr.  Stafford  cast 
his  first  vote  in  1860  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  In 
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Floyd  county,  he  was  importuned  to  run  for 
probate  judge,  but  refused.  He  has  served  as 
a school  director  for  seventeen  years,  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Alliance,  and  served  as  president 
of  the  local  lodge.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  since  1876,  has  been  a 
class  leader  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 


SR.  OVERTON.  To  Mr.  Overton  belongs 
the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  agent  on 
the  Chicago  & Rock  Island  Railroad  in 
Oklahoma.  The  business  was  conducted  at  the 
beginning  of  his  residence  in  Hennessey  in  the 
rather  limited  compass  of  a box  car,  but  has  long 
since  outgrown  these  primitive  surroundings, 
and  is  now  located  in  the  brick  block  on  Main 
street.  25x90  feet  in  dimensions,  erected  by  this 
enterprising  representative  of  a great  railroad. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Overton  family  were  citi- 
zens of  the  English  crown.  The  grandfather, 
John  Overton,  after  coming  to  America,  settled 
with  his  family  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  later  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin.  His  grandson,  S.  R.  Over- 
ton.  was  born  in  Lodi,  Dane  county,  Wis.,  and 
is  a son  of  John  and  Lucina  (Otto)  Overton, 
natives,  respectively,  of  England  and  Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.  John  Overton  came  from  England 
with  his  father,  and  passed  his  childhood  in  San- 
dusky. Ohio,  going  thence  to  Dane  county,  Wis., 
and  from  there  in  1877  to  Parker,  S.  D.,  where 
for  many  years  he  engaged  in  general  farming. 

Lucina  (Otto)  Overton  was  a member  of  the 
distinguished  Teller  family,  her  father.  John 
Otto,  having  married  Eliza  Teller,  a daughter  of 
John  Teller,  who  was  born  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
February  15,  1800.  and  located  on  a farm  in  Alle- 
gany county.  N.  Y.,  but  later  removed  to  Girard, 
Erie  county.  Pa.  In  1S62  he  settled  in  Morrison, 
Whiteside  county.  111.,  where  he  died  in  1879. 
The  founder  of  the  Teller  family  in  America  was 
William,  a native  of  Holland,  who  was  born  in 
'.620.  In.  1.639  he  came  to  New  York  and  set- 
tled at  Fort  Orange,  where  the  king  of  Holland 
had  appointed  him  trustee  of  a tract  of  land. 
His  descendants  have  been  conspicuous  in  vari- 
ous walks  of  life,  perhaps  the  most  brilliant  of 
that  name  being  Hon.  Henry  Moore  Teller,  whose 
career  in  the  United  States  senate  while  repre- 
senting his  adopted  state  of  Colorado  has  been 
characterized  as  the  splendid  achievement  of  a 
truly  great  and  noble  man.  The  Otto  family  is 
of  German  descent,  and  the  great-great-grand- 
father was  the  son  of  Duke  ( )tto,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  during  the  early  part  of  the 
last  century.  His  son,  Otto,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  the  grandfather  of  Lu- 
cina Overton,  who  died  in  Dakota.  She  was  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  are 
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living,  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom 
S.  R.  is  the  youngest  son  and  the  only  one  re- 
siding in  Oklahoma;  one  son,  John,  is  living  in 
South  Dakota;  Adele  has  attained  distinction  in 
the  intellectual  and  social  life  of  Denver.  Colo., 
and  in  1871  became  the  assistant  principal  of  the 
Denver  high  school,  the  same  year  she  had 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Dau  ghters  of  the  Revolution,  and  treasurer  of 
the  Colorado  State  Society.  Marie  is  living  in 
Denver,  where  she  is  engaged  in  teaching;  and 
Hattie  is  in  Chicago,  having  married  George 
Otto,  of  that  city. 

Succeeding  his  birth,  which  occurred  De- 
cember 22,  1859,  Air.  S.  R.  Overton  received 
his  early  training  in  Wisconsin,  and  studied  at 
the  public  schools  and  at  the  high  school,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  honors.  At  the  early 
age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  teach  school  and  con- 
tinued the  same  for  three  terms,  later  going  to 
South  Dakota,  where  he  taught  for  two  terms. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  taken  up  the  study  of 
telegraphy,  and  in  1878  began  to  operate  for  the 
Chicago  & Northwestern  Railroad,  transferring 
his  station  in  1S80  to  Dakotah  City,  Iowa.  In 
1881  he  located  at  Laurens,  Iowa,  where  he 
spent  four  years,  and  later  he  lived  in  Luverne, 
the  same  state,  for  two  years.  From  1887  to 
1889  he  was  engaged  in  the  same  occupation  at 
Octavia,  Neb.,  when  he  retired  for  a time  to  en- 
gage in  business  at  Lincoln,  Neb.  Subsequently 
he  engaged  with  the  Chicago  & Rock  Island 
Railroad,  being  located  for  a time  at  Pratt  City. 
Ivans.,  before  taking  up  his  permanent  residence 
at  Hennessey  in  1889. 

Mr.  Overton  has  not  confined  his  efforts  ex- 
clusively to  the  affairs  of  the  railroad,  but  has 
devoted  much  time  and  study  to  various  enter- 
prises, which  have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank 
of  citizens  and  promoters  of  the  general  good. 
Upon  coming  to  Oklahoma  he  laid  claim  to  a 
quarter  section  three  miles  out  of  Hennessey, 
which  was  later  sold.  In  addition  to  the  brick 
Overton  block,  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  rail- 
road are  conducted,  he  has  built  three  stores  on 
Alain  street,  as  well  as  a fine  residence  on  the 
corner  of  Oklahoma  avenue  and  Thompson 
street,  the  grounds  of  which  comprise  thirteen 
acres,  and  the  appointments  of  which  are  thor- 
oughly modern  and  arranged  with  an  idea  for 
comfort  and  elegance.  The  equipments  include 
a water-works  system,  arranged  from  a wind- 
mill, and  tank  with  a storage  capacity  of  seventy- 
five  barrels.  This  permits  of  baths  and  running 
water  in  the  house,  which  arc  luxuries  at  all 
times  in  comparatively  new  towns.  On  the 
grounds  are  numerous  trees  that  produce  cool 
shade  in  the  summer  time,  and  also  other  trees 
that  bear  apples,  peaches,  plums  and  a variety  of 
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other  fruits.  One  might  look  far  without  com- 
ing upon  so  complete  and  homelike  a dwelling 
place. 

Mu.  Overton  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
to  bear  his  name  having  been  Flora  Wilcox,  who 
was  born  in  Wisconsin,  near  La  Crosse,  and  died 
in  Octavia,  Neb.  She  was  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Blanche.  The  second  Mrs.  Overton  was 
formerly  May  Needham,  of  Bellwood,  Neb.,  and 
born  in  Michigan.  Mrs.  Overton  is  a daughter 
of  W.  H.  Needham,  a grain  dealer  of  Hennessey. 
Of  this  union  there  are  three  children:  Marvin, 
Basil  and  John.  Mr.  Overton  is  politically  affili- 
ated with  the  Republican  party  and  has  been 
conspicuouslv  identified  with  its  undertakings. 
He  was  a member  of  the  first  council  and  twice 
re-elected,  and  has  since  been  mayor  of  the  city 
for  one  term.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Encampment.  He  is  interested 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  contributes  lib- 
erally toward  its  support,  while  his  wife  and 
daughter  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Overton  is  one  of  Hennessey’s  most  es- 
teemed and  reliable  citizens  and  is  regarded  as  an 
able  acquisition  to  the  many  who  have  been  in- 
strumental in  its  successful  upbuilding. 


DR.  ALPHONSO  JOSEPH  ALSTON. 
Among  the  prominent  townspeople  and 
useful  business  men  of  Langston,  none 
stands  higher  than  the  popular  physician  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is 
what  may  be  properly  termed  a self-made  man. 
having  carved  out  his  success  through  his  own 
persevering  industry  and  uprightness  of  char- 
acter. He  has  the  patronage,  professionallv,  of 
the  best  people  of  the  community,  and  is  stead- 
ily advancing  with  the  success  of  the  growing  lit- 
tle city  which  he  has  selected  for  his  home.  He 
owns  the  only  drug  store  in  the  place,  and  conse- 
quently enjoys  the  monopoly  of  trade  in  that 
direction. 

Dr.  Alston  is  a South  Carolinian,  having  been 
born  at  Winnsboro.  S.  C.,  in  i860,  and  is  the  son 
of  Jerry  and  Harriet  Alston,  who  died  when 
he  was  a mere  lad.  He  spent  his  earlier  vears 
in  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  went 
to  Washington,  19.  C.  equipped  with  a verv 
good  education.  Soon  afterward  lie  entered 
Howard  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
five  years  later.  He  had  some  money  and  added 
to  it  sufficiently  to  pay  his  way  while  studving 
medicine,  and  being  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1890,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession in  Hopkinsville.  T\y.,  and  was  more  than 
ordinarily  successful.  Wishing  to  see  something 
of  the  southwest  and  its  possibilities,  he  then 
came  to  Langston  and  established  his  drug  store 


and  at  the  same  time  took  up  his  practice  with, 
the  same  careful  attention  that  had  marked  his 
former  course  in  the  Blue  Grass  state.  For  the 
first  two  years  his  practice  was  largely  among 
people  of  limited  means,  but  as  his  skill  became 
known  the  demand  for  him  was  correspondinglv 
broadened,  and  he  is  now  on  the  road  to  pros- 
perity. 

Dr.  Alston  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Nellie  Barnett,  of  Langston,  March  27,  1897. 
The  doctor's  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Dodd, 
Tex.,  and  came  to  Oklahoma  with  her  parents 
in  1892.  The  young  couple  own  and  occupy  a 
pleasant  home,  and  besides  this  property  the 
doctor  owns  several  town  lots — the  proceeds  of 
his  practice  in  this  vicinity.  Politically,  he  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket,  but  has  no  aspira- 
tions for  office. 


George  Norton  beebe,  the  weii- 

known  chief  electrical  engineer  for  the 
Oklahoma  City  Electric,  Gas  & Power 
Company,  was  born  in  Marietta,  N.  Y.,  Decem- 
ber 15,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  S.  T.  and  Harriet 
(Norton)  Beebe,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  state, 
where  the  mother  still  resides.  She  is  a daughter 
of  J.  C.  Norton,  a retired  farmer  of  New  York. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  great-great-grandfather 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  The  grandfather, 
Asa  Beebe,  was  an  iron  worker,  and  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  New  Yrork.  For  many  years  the  father 
of  our  subject  was  employed  as  a machinist  in 
a foundry  and  machine  shop  in  Mexico,  Oswego 
county,  N.  Y .,  where  he  died  when  over  forty 
years  of  age.  In  his  family  were  only  two  chil- 
dren: Frank,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  George  Norton  Beebe. 

Our  subject  was  only  a year  old  when  the 
family  removed  to  Mexico,  N.  Y.,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city  and  the  Mexico  Academy.  He  was  eight 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  commenced  learning 
the  machinist’s  trade  in  his  father's  old  shop, 
serving  a three  years’  apprenticeship.  After 
working  for  a time  at  his  trade  in  Syracuse. 
N.  Y.,  he  returned  to  Mexico,  where  he  attended 
the  academy  one  year.  In  October,  1884,  he 
went  to  Napa,  Cal.,  to  take  charge  of  the  ma- 
chinery in  a large  tannery,  and  remained  in  that 
position  for  two  years  and  a half,  after  which 
he  was  employed  in  a woolen  mill  for  a short 
time,  and  then  opened  a machine  shop  of  his 
own  in  Napa.  For  six  years  he  served  as  chief 
engineer  of  the  Napa  City  Water  Works,  and 
while  holding  that  position  superintended  the 
building  of  their  new  plant  on  the  storage  svs- 
tem. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Beebe  came  to  Oklahoma 
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Citv  as  chief  electrical  engineer  for  the  Okla- 
homa Gas  & Electric  Light  Company,  and  the 
same  year  became  a stockholder  and  director 
of  the  company.  The  old  plant  was  burned  down 
and  a new  one  built  with  double  the  capacity, 
and  in  1900  the  company  w as  reorganized  as  the 
Oklahoma  City  Electric,  Gas  & Power  Com- 
pany. 

In  Mexico,  N.  \ ..  Mr.  Beebe  was  united  m 
marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  Wheeler,  a native  of 
Syracuse,  that  state.  They  arc  now  prominent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Okla- 
homa, and  Mr.  Beebe  is  one  of  its  trustees  and 
secretary  of  the  board.  In  politics  he  is  inde- 
pendent. In  manner  he  is  pleasant  and  cordial, 
w hich,  combined  with  his  sterling  worth,  makes 
him  one  of  the  popular  citizens  of  his  adopted 
city. 


THOMAS  T.  SETTLE  was  a general  mer- 
chant engaged  in  the  Indian  trade  at  the 
Darlington  agency,  and  the  substantial  suc- 
cess that  he  attained  was  evidence  of  both  his 
character  and  ability.  He  came  to  this  country 
from  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  was  born  in  Christian 
county,  Ky.,  and  was  a southerner  in  even  root 
and  fibre  of  his  being. 

Joseph  Settle,  the  father  of  the  Darlington 
merchant,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  but 
moved  to  Kentucky  about  tSiS,  and  spent  fifty 
years  on  one  farm  in  Christian  county.  He 
owned  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  devoted 
it  to  a general  system  of  farming,  making  wheat, 
tobacco  and  stock  his  main  reliance.  He  died 
in  1S69,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  1 1 is  wife, 
Amy  Martin,  also  was  a native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of 
wdiom  nowr  living  are  the  following-named:  B. 
B.  Settle,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Joseph:  Mrs. 
Tiny  Cockrell;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Harelson.  of  Ballard 
county,  Ky.;  Mrs.  M.  B.  Richardson,  and  Mrs. 
Fannie  Burgess,  of  New  Providence,  Tenn. 
The  mother  died  on  the  old  homestead,  when 
over  seventy-eight  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Settle  grew  up  on  the  Kentucky  farm 
and  received  a good  common-school  education. 
When  a young  man  he  taught  school  for  a year, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  tobacco  commission 
business  at  Paducah,  I\y.,  with  a brother,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Settle  Brothers.  He  continued 
there  until  1S74,  when  he  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est in  the  firm  and  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
manufactured  smoking  tobacco  until,  in  1882.  his 
plant  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  companv  which 
he  formed  to  manufacture  fertilizer  material 
from  tobacco  stems  was  knowm  as  the  Hill-Settle 
I obacco  Fertilizer  Company.  In  1SS7  he  bought 
out  certain  parties  in  Darlington  and  became 
connected  with  Caldwell  Sc  McGregor,  under 


the  firm  name  of  Settle,  Caldwell  & Company. 
This  arrangement  continued  for  about  two  years, 
when  Mr.  Settle  bought  out  all  the  other  inter- 
ests and  associated  himself  with  Mr.  S.  A.  Rath- 
burn.  the  combination  being-  known  as  Settle, 
Rathburn  & Company.  The  firm  had  two  estab- 
lishments, one  at  Kingfisher,  and  one  at  Dar- 
lington. In  1890  the  partners  divided,  Mr. 
Rathburn  remaining  at  Kingfisher  and  Mr.  Settle 
taking  charge  at  Darlington.  Here  he  opened 
a general  line  of  merchandise,  which  he  man- 
aged with  great  success.  With  the  exception 
of  one  year,  when  he  was  away  from  his  busi- 
ness, he  gave  it  close  and  constant  attention.  He 
also  held  the  postmastership,  and  had  the  office 
in  his  store.  He  carried  about  ten  thousand 
dollars’  worth  of  goods,  and  was  very  successful 
in  ins  business  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  in 
Darlington.  He  owmed  his  own  store  building, 
which  is  35x100  feet,  and  two  residences  in  the 
town.  He  wras  a member  of  the  St.  Louis  Com- 
mercial Travellers’  Association  and  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  and  was  a popular  and  genial  gentle- 
man. His  death  occurred  September  28,  1900,  at 
his  home  in  Darlington. 

Mr.  Settle  was  married  in  Ballard  countv,  Ky., 
to  Miss  Louise  Elvira  Woodson,  a daughter  of 
Miller  Woodson.  She  died  in  1896,  leaving 
three  children;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  J.  O. 
Hickox,  and  they  have  three  children,  Miller 
Woodson,  Joseph  Oscar,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Louise. 
Ernest  T.  married  Sadie  Reed,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Ernest  T..  Jr.,  and  Fred  Forest;  Amy  D.  is 
at  home. 


CHARLES  LIEBLER,  a grain  dealer  of 
Union  City,  Okla.,  has  had  a remarkable 
career  in  the  business  world.  He  has  been 
identified  with  many  business  ventures  in  vari- 
ous states  in  this  country,  displaying  unusual 
ability  in  each  line,  and  success  has  ahvavs  at- 
tended his  efforts.  He  is  one  of  Union  City’s 
most  enterprising  men,  and  has  been  closely 
identified  with  the  development  of  the  town  since 
its  very  inception. 

Mr.  Liebler  was  born  in  the  city  of  Krakau. 
Poland,  and  comes  of  a wealthy  family  of  that 
country.  He  was  given  a very  good  education 
and  during  his  early  days  engaged  in  clerical 
work  and  bookkeeping.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  America,  in  the 
sailing  vessel  “Constitution,”  landing  in  New 
York  City  August  22,  1863.  He  remained  there 
for  three  years,  engaged  as  a clerk  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  and  in  18G7  'vent  to  New  Or- 
leans, La.  After  a period  of  one  year  spent  in 
the  Crescent  City,  lie  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  for  two  years  engaged  in  buying  and  selling- 
wood' and  hides.  This  was  his  first  venture  in 
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business  on  bis  own  behalf  and  resulted  quite 
successfully.  In  1870  he  became  a partner  in  a 
dry  goods  store  at  Holden,  Mo., and  continued  as 
such  until  1872,  when  he  went  to  Athens,  Ga., 
and  opened  a cigar  factory.  His  business  pros- 
pered and  he  operated  it  until  1879,  employing 
three  salesmen  on  the  road  and  a force  of  thirty 
workmen  in  the  factory.  In  1880  he  went  west 
to  Caldwell,  Kans.,  and  after  clerking  for  a short 
time  became  a grain  and  real-estate  dealer. 
There  was  a ‘‘boom”  at  Caldwell  and  his  opera- 
tions assumed  large  proportions,  he  doing  more 
than  any  other  man  in  the  building  up  of  the 
town.  He  built  and  sold  a large  number  of 
houses,  and  his  property  holdings  were  very 
large.  He  shipped  grain  all  over  that  part  of  the 
west,  and,  as  it  was  before  the  railroads  appeared 
in  that  section,  hauled  it  to  Forts  Reno  and  Sill, 
Okla.,  also  doing  a stage  business.  In  1885  he 
went  down  with  the  collapse  of  Caldwell's  boom, 
losing  about  $75,000.  In  1889  Ue  located  at 
Kingfisher,  Okla.,  going  from  there  to  Reno 
City,  thence  to  Oklahoma  City,  and  dealing  in 
real  estate  and  cigars.  July  12,  1889,  he  came  to 
Union  City,  when  about  fifteen  people  only  were 
located  here,  and  his  prosperity  has  kept  pace 
with  the  place.  For  several  years  he  kept  a 
small  grocery  and  then  conducted  a general 
merchandise  store  for  a few  years,  lie  is  now 
a grain  dealer  and  buys  for  the  FI  Reno  Mill 
and  Elevator  Company,  his  business  being  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  town-site  board,  and 
served  as  one  of  the  first  councilmen  and  as  city 
clerk  for  one  year.  ‘At  present  he  is  serving  in 
the  capacity  of  notary  public.  He  has  always 
been  very  active  in  politics,  and  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  serving  as  cen- 
tral committeeman  at  Caldwell,  Kans.,  and  also 
at  Union  City  for  some  years.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  belongs  to  the 
chapter  at  -Albany,  Ga.  He  is  a member  of  El 
Reno  Lodge  No.  7,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is 
past  grand,  and  served  as  deputy  grand  master 
at  Corbin,  Kans.,  for  two  years. 


T OH  N SINCLAIR  MORROW.  Oklahoma 
J City  boasts  no  business  man  more  enter- 
prising or  successful  than  Mr.  Morrow.  He 
is  patriotic  and  intensely  interested  in  every- 
thing relating  to  the  progress  of  this  city,  and 
spares  no  effort  to  render  the  place  attractive 
and  desirable  for  residence. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Morrow, 
Samuel  Morrow,  was  born  on  the  Atlantic, 
under  the  English  flag.  His  parents  were  of 
Scotch-Trish  stock  and  came  to  America  from 
the  northern  part  of  Ireland.  They  took  up  their 
abode  in  Woodford  county,  I\y.,  where  they 


engaged  in  agriculture.  Samuel  Morrow  fol- 
lowed the  same  vocation  in  Woodford  countv, 
and  there  his  son,  Dandridge,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born.  When  the  last-named  was  about 
twenty  years  old  he  went  to  Richmond,  Mo.,  and 
about  1856  removed  to  Texas,  where  he  bought 
a farm  four  miles  west  of  the  site  of  the  present 
city  of  Denison,  Grayson  county.  He  served 
as  a justice  of  the  peace  there  many  years,  and 
at  one  time  was  a member  of  the  Texas  home 
guards.  When  lie  retired  from  active  life,  he 
came  to  Oklahoma  City,  and,  in  1896,  died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  a sterling, 
noble  man  in  every  respect.  His  wife,  who  died 
in  Texas,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  P. 
Kirtlev.  She.  was  of  French-German  extraction 
and  her  paternal  great-grandfather  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  American  army  during  the  war  of 
1812.  She  was  a native  of  Woodford  county, 
Ky.,  of  which  locality  her  father  was  a pioneer. 
Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  Dandridge  Mor- 
row and  wife,  six  are  deceased.  George,  who 
served  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war,  died 
in  the  Indian  Territory.  Samuel  and  Preston 
E.  are  residents  of  this  territory,  and  Stiles  re- 
sides in  New  Mexico. 

J.  S.  Morrow  was  born  on  his  father's  farm 
near  Dennison,  Tex.,  February  4,  1862.  As  there 
were  very  few  schools  maintained  in  that  neigh- 
borhood during  his  boyhood,  he  had  very  slight 
chances  for  obtaining  an  education,  and  the 
eighteen  months,  all  told,  of  his  schooling  was 
in  private  institutions.  He  continued  to  work- 
on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty  years  old, 
when  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
and  for  three  years  conducted  a farm  in  Grayson 
county.  He  then  went  to  Denison,  where  he 
commenced  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but 
in  1SS9  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in  the 
same  town,  and  gave  his  chief  attention  to  that 
line  there  three  years.  In  September,  1892,  he 
came  to  Oklahoma  City,  where  he  bought  out 
the  firm  of  McDurmott  & Jackson,  who  had 
opened  a provision  store  at  No.  23  Reno  avenue. 
April  23,  1889,  the  day  after  the  formal  opening 
of  the  territory  to  white  settlers.  After  a period. 
Air.  Morrow  sold  out  this  business,  but  at  the 
end  of  a year  bought  it  back,  and  has  since  car- 
ried it  on.  He  added  a flour  and  feed  business, 
and  every  department  of  this  pioneer  store  has 
prospered  under  his  able  management. 

Politically,  Mr.  Morrow  has  been  a recognized 
factor  in  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  ap- 
pointed to  represent  the  fourth  ward  in  the  city 
school  board,  and  subsequently  was  regularlv 
elected  to  that  position.  He  was  influential  in 
forwarding  the  work  of  building  the  old  high 
school,  which  is  now  used  as  the  fifth  ward  gram- 
mar school.  In  the  spring  of  1899  lie  was  elected 
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bv  a good  majority  as  a councilman  from  the 
fourth  ward,  and  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity. 
IK-  is  a member  of  the  committees  on  sidewalks, 
oil  ordinances  and  printing.  Religiously,  he  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  his  influence  is  ever  cast  on  the  side  of  what- 
ever is  elevating. 

In  his  native  county,  Mr.  Morrow  married 
Florence  Virginia  Franklin,  whose  birth  had 
occurred  near  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  Two  chil- 
dren bless  their  union,  Mildred  and  Ernest.  Mr. 
Morrow  built  a residence  at  No.  35  East  Reno 
street,  but  now  resides  in  a new  building  at 
No.  27  West  Reno  avenue,  and  here  the  many 
friends  of  this  popular  couple  are  entertained 
with  true  southern  hospitality. 


WH.  DIVERS.  Standing  at  the  head  of 
# his  particular  line  of  business  in  Enid. 
W.  PI.  Divers  is  justly  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  the'  history  of  Oklahoma.  He  has 
been  actively  associated  with  the  development 
of  this  immediate  locality,  and  always  has  main- 
tained great  faith  in  its  future. 

Mr.  Divers  comes  of  a good  old  southern  fam- 
ily, his  paternal  grandfather  having  been  a na- 
tive of  \ irginia.  His  father,  Capt.  W.  S.  Divers, 
likewise  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  removed 
to  Missouri  in  early  manhood  and  there  engaged 
in  his  business  as  a manufacturer  of  brick,  and 
contractor  for  brick  masonry.  In  1899  he  came 
to  Enid,  where  he  is  living  retired.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  as  captain  of  a Missouri  com- 
pany, and  was  wounded  in  one  of  the  battles  in 
which  he  participated.  He  married  one  of  Mis- 
souri’s daughters.  Miss  Bernetta  Wells,  who  was 
summoned  to  the  silent  land  several  years  ago. 
Her  father,  Ransom,  was  a farmer  in  Missouri, 
and  some  of  her  brothers  were  soldiers  in  the 
army  while  the  Civil  war  was  in  progress. 
Addie.  only  daughter  of  Captain  Divers  and 
wife,  is  Mrs.  A.  C.  Sterett.  of  Nevada,  Mo.;  Ran- 
som, the  eldest  son,  is  a painter  and  contractor 
at  Port  Arthur.  Tex.;  and  John,  the  youngest, 
is  a farmer  of  Garfield  county,  Okla. 

W.  H.  Divers  was  born  April  4,  i860,  at  Knob- 
noster.  Mo.,  and  during  the  troublous  and  unset- 
tled times  of  the  war  in  that  region  he  and  his 
mother  resided  in  Millersburg,  Callaway  countv, 
same  state.  In  1805  the  family  located  in  Texas, 
but  a year  later  removed  to  a farm  in  Clav 
county.  Mo.  After  spending  three  years  in  that 
section  they  became  residents  of  Vernon  countv, 
Nov.,  where  our  subject  completed  his  oft-inter- 
rupted studies  in  the  high  school.  At  fifteen  he 
commenced  learning  the  painter’s  trade,  and 
three  years  later  began  business  for  himself,  tak- 
and  executing  contracts  for  work.  For  more 
than  a year  lie  carried  on  his  vocation  at  Galena, 
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Ivans.,  and  in  1885  settled  at  Ashland,  Clark 
county,  Kans.,  which  was  fighting  on  the  ques- 
tion of  being-  the  county  seat.  He  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  business  and  won  the  good 
will  of  the  entire  community. 

April  22,  1889,  Mr.  Divers  made  the  run  to 
Kingfisher,  where  he  secured  a lot,  and  after 
building  on  the  property,  conducted  a paying 
business  as  a contracting  painter.  For  two  terms 
he  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  and 
faithfully  worked  for  the  interests  of  the  place. 
On  the  16th  of  September,  1893,  he  came  to  Gar- 
field county,  and  located  a claim  at  a point  two 
and  a half  miles  northeast  of  Enid,  in  the  town- 
ship of  the  same  name.  The  place,  which  he 
reduced  to  cultivation  and  greatly  improved,  he 
continued  to  manage  until  1899,  when  he  sold 
it  at  a good  figure.  He  then  resumed  his  accus- 
tomed calling  exclusively,  and  controls  the  best 
trade  in  the  city.  He  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  every  branch  of  the  business,  and  has  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a carriage  and  sign 
painter,  as  well  as  an  interior  house  decorator. 
Many  handsome  residences  and  public  buildings 
here  and  in  other  places  where  he  has  dwelt  are 
monuments  to  his  skill  as  an  artist,  and  during 
the  busy  seasons  he  employs  a force  of  a dozen 
men. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Divers  and  Miss  Plattic 
L.  Northrup  was  solemnized  in  Nevada,  Mo., 
in  1882,  and  one  son  and  one  daughter  blessed 
their  union,  namely : Clyde  and  Garnett.  The 
devoted  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a native  of 
Missouri,  died  at  her  home  in  Kingfisher  in 
1891. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Divers  is  a 
Democrat.  Pie  is  a Knight  of  Pythias  and  is 
identified  with  the  Uniform  Rank  of  that  order. 
A true  patriot,  he  indorses  all  movements  relat- 
ing to  the  promotion  of  the  public  schools,  good 
government,  and  everything  which  conduces  to 
the  general  welfare. 


RICHARD  OLDHAM,  an  agriculturist,  liv- 
ing on  section  2,  township  16,  range  3 
west,  Logan  county,  was  born  in  Madison 
county,  Ivy.,  March  30,  1871,  and  is  a son  of 
Junius  and  Mary  (ITisle)  Oldham,  natives  of 
Kentucky,  and  now  living  in  Guthrie,  Okla. 

When  Richard  Oldham  was  twelve  years  old 
his  parents  moved  to  Carroll  county,  Mo.,  and 
later  to  Jackson  county.  Returning  in  a short 
time  to  Carroll  county,  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  the  time  before  the  opening  of  Oklahoma, 
there  and  in  Clay  county,  of  the  same  state. 
Under  his  father’s  excellent  tutelage,  he  gained 
a knowledge  of  general  farming-,  and  at  the  same 
time  acquired  a fair  education  in  the  district 
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schools.  For  a time  he  was  interested  with 
his  father  in  the  real-estate  business,  and  after- 
wards clerked  in  a hardware  store,  an  occupation 
with  which  he  had  been  somewhat  familiar  from 
his  twelfth  year,  also  selling-  lumber  and  agri- 
cultural implements.  Since  coming  to  Okla- 
homa, Mr.  Oldham  has  greatly  improved  his 
land,  which  originally  was  in  an  extremely  wild 
state.  Pie  is  comfortably  situated,  and  the  land 
of  his  farm  is  regarded  as  good  as  any  in  the 
vicinity. 

Mr.  Oldham  was  married,  December  21,  1893, 
to  Pearl  Holden,  of  Guthrie,  a daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  (Blackburn)  Holden.  Wil- 
liam Holden  is  a native  of  Iowa;  his  wife  comes 
from  Plarrison  county,  Ivy.,  and  is  a relative  of 
Senator  Blackburn  of  that  state.  Mrs.  Oldham 
had  good  educational  advantages,  and  is  con- 
sidered a very  enterprising  woman.  Of  this 
union  there  are  three  children:  Clyde  Richard, 
who  was  born  in  Guthrie,  Okla.,  September  12, 
1895;  Ralph  Vernon,  born  on  the  home  farm, 
May  26,  1898;  and  Evelyn  Lamoinc  Oldham. 

Mr.  Oldham  is  a Democrat  in  his  political 
affiliation  and  fraternally  he  is  a member  of 
Guthrie  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  and  his  family  are 
active  workers  and  members  of  the  Christian 
Church. 


WILLIAM  P.  DEARDORFF  has  a farm 
on  section  8,  El  Reno  township,  Canadian 
county,  that  in  completeness  of  appoint- 
ments, excellence  of  cultivation,  and  profit  of 
production  would  compare  well  with  many  a 
similar  place  in  the  older  regions.  He  came 
here  in  February,  1890,  from  Jackson  county, 
Ivans.,  his  birthplace  being  in  that  county.  There 
his  father,  John  Deardorff,  is  still  living.  He 
is  a native  of  Ohio,  and  came  into  Kansas  in 
1853,  while  the  border  ruffian  fight  was  still 
going  on, and  lie  is  living'  to-day 011  the  same  farm 
which  he  pre-empted  on  his  entrance  into  what 
was  then  the  seat  of  war.  He  is  a farmer  and 
a stock-raiser  on  a large  scale,  and  is  a man  of 
affairs.  He  was  county  commissioner  for  three 
terms,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
county.  He  married  Miss  Marv  Corsage.  She 
was  born  in  Maryland,  and  was  the  mother  of 
twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Joshua  B.,  of  Liberty,  Okla.:  Mary,  the  wife  of 
George  Helm;  William  I'.;  Laura,  the  wife  of 
William  Fairbanks,  of  Jackson  countv.  Ivans.; 
Effie,  the  wife  of  Harry  Biggart,  also  of  Jackson 
county,  and  Hugh,  011  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Deardorff  was  born  in  Jackson  county, 
Kans.,  in  1859,  and  attained  his  manhood  while 
living  at  home,  lie  had  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  the  district  school  afforded,  and  was 


reared  as  a farmer’s  boy,  with  no  other  expecta- 
tion than  cultivating  the  soil  all  his  life.  He  was 
a stout  and  energetic  lad,  and  developed  into 
sturdy  manhood.  Thrifty  and  careful,  he  pres- 
ently became  quite  forehanded,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 18S9,  came  into  the  territory,  looking  for  a 
location.  In  December  of  the  same  year  he 
bought  the  relinquishment  of  the  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  where  lie  now  lives,  and  on  the 
8th  day  of  that  month  put  up  the  main  part  of 
the  house  which  now  is  his  home.  February  26, 
1890,  he  brought  his  family  from  Kansas,  and 
every  year  they  have  done  better  than  in  the 
past.  The  first  year  he  put  in  forty  acres  of  flax, 
and  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  improvement. 
A little  later  he  was  able  to  purchase  an  adjoin- 
ing quarter-section,  and  now  owns  one-half  of 
section  8.  He  lias  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
under  the  plow  and  five  acres  are  devoted  to  an 
orchard  and  a small  vineyard.  He  has  made  all 
the  improvements,  from  well  and  mill  to  barn 
and  house,  and  may  well  take  delight  in  the  visi- 
ble and  substantial  results  of  his  life  in  Okla- 
homa. He  puts  in  about  two  hundred  acres  of 
wheat  every  year.  Having  become  interested  in 
the  raising  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  he  will  give  them 
much  more  attention  from  this  time  forward. 

In  1879  i\Ir.  Deardorff  was  married  to  Miss 
Calista  Allard,  a native  of  Henry  county,  111., 
but  at  that  time  a resident  of  Jackson  county, 
Kans.  They  have  nine  children:  Maude,  Amzy, 
Pearl,  William,  Ruth  E.,  Calista,  Charles,  Lyman 
George,  and  Oscar  LeRoy.  He  belongs  to  the 
Farmers’  Insurance  Company,  for  several  vears 
has  served  on  the  school  board,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  board  of  district  No.  42.  Though 
a Republican,  he  is  not  active  in  politics. 


WILLIAM  IT. CAMPBELL, whose  home  is 
on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  14, 
township  19,  range  2,  Logan  county,  was 
born  in  Marion  county,  Ind.,  November  4,  1840, 
and  is  the  son  of  Hugh  and  Cynthia  (Ivimberlv) 
Campbell  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of 
Rockbridge  county,  \ a.,  born  near  Lexington. 
He  was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  his  father  having  emi- 
grated to  America  directly  from  the  land  of  Rob- 
ert Burns,  of  which  all  his  ancestors  were  natives. 
The  family  came  tei  America  in  companv  with  a 
colony  from  Scotland  at  an  early  daw  On  his 
father's  maternal  side  our  subject  is  descended 
from  the  Hamiltons,  who  settled  in  Virginia. 
Grandfather  Zenas  Kimberly  was  of  English  de- 
scent. He  married  Elizabeth  Drum,  who  was 
of  Holland  descent. 

1 he  father  of  our  subject  went  to  Indiana  when 
a young  man,  unmarried.  While  living  in  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade 
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with  his  brother,  Henry,  he  one  clay  heard  a 
great  commotion,  and  looking'  out  saw  a lot 
of  negroes  plodding  along  the  road,  tied  together 
in  couples,  and  a long  string  of  them  fastened 
to  a rope,  which  was  tied  to  a buggy  in  front 
of  them.  Not  having  been  accustomed  to  such 
sights,  and  not  being  able  to  view  them  with 
toleration,  he  left  the  place  and  migrated  to  In- 
diana, where  he  was  subsequently  married. 
When  William  PI.  was  a lad  of  twelve  years,  the 
family  moved  to  Guthrie  county.  Iowa,  locating 
on  a farm  three  hundred  miles  from  any  railroad. 
The  father  only  lived  a short  time,  dying  in  1854, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  and  leaving  a widow 
and  eleven  children.  The  land  was  unfenced  and 
unbroken,  but  the  mother  was  a woman  of  rare 
energy  and  good  judgment,  and  kept  her  family 
together,  improving  the  farm  and  making  for 
them  a home,  where  she  spent  the  remainder  of 
her  days.  Of  the  original  two  hundred  acres, 
eighty  acres  were  sold,  but  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  are  owned  and  occupied  by  George 
Campbell,  a brother. 

Air.  Campbell  of  our  sketch,  received  a fair 
common-school  education,  and  upon  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  enlisted,  in  June,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
was  soon  promoted  to  corporal,  then  to  sergeant, 
then  to  orderly  sergeant,  and  took  part  in 
twenty-seven  battles,  besides  many  skirmishes, 
being  at  Pea  Ridge,  March  6,  7,  and  8,  1862; 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  December  29,  1862;  Arkan- 
sas Post,  January  11,  1863;  Jackson,  Miss.,  May 

14,  1 86};  the  battle  and  siege  of  Vicksburg,  May 
17  to  July  4,  1S63;  Jackson,  Miss.,  July  15; 
Brandon,  Miss.,  July  20;  Lookout  [Mountain, 
November  24;  Missionary  Ridge,  Novem- 
ber 25;  Ringgold,  Ga.,  November  27,  1863, 
after  which  he  was  promoted  to  the  first  lieu- 
tenancy. Then  he  was  at  Resaea,  Ga..  April  13- 

15,  18(14, and  at  Dallas,  May  27-29.  1864.  Having 
been  shot,  the  bone  of  his  right  forearm  being 
broken,  he  was  absent  from  his  regiment  for  six 
months,  being  in  the  hospital  from  Mav  to  Sep- 
tember, and  then  going  on  a visit  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. Afterward,  at  Dalton,  Ga.,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  captain,  went  with  Sher- 
man to  the  sea,  was  at  the  siege  of  Savannah, 
went  on  a transport  to  Beaufort,  S.  C..  and 
tlunce  to  the  battle  of  Pocotalgo,  S.  C.  Pie  was 
at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  17.  1865,  and  at 
Bentonville,  N.  C.,  [March  21.  1865,  his  last  en- 
gagement. He  was  mustered  out  July  24,  1865, 
and  was  present  at  the  grand  review  in  Washing- 
tun.  l ie  had  marched  on  foot  over  5,000  mdes 
and  had  gone  over  4.000  miles  by  boat  and  other 
means  of  transportation. 

After  leaving  the  army,  Captain  Campbell  re- 
turned to  Iowa,  and  soon  afterward  entered 
Mount  Pleasant  (Iowa)  Wesleyan  University, 


from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1870.  He  was  elected  to  the  Thirteenth  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Iowa  in  1869,  which  kept  him 
out  of  college  the  last  year.  In  the  legislature 
he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  engrossed 
bills,  and  also  was  a member  of  the  committee 
on  claims  and  apportionment,  drawing  the  bill 
for  redistricting  the  state.  [Meantime  he  read 
law  considerably,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  to  practice  in  every  court  in  the  state,  hav- 
ing been  examined  before  the  supreme  court. 
He  practiced  for  ten  years  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
and  for  the  next  five  years  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa. 

Captain  Campbell  was  married  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  March  21,  1878,  to  Miss  Nellie 
Ambler,  daughter  of  Henry  Ambler,  a wealthy 
and  well-known  attorney.  On  account  of  his 
wife’s  failing  health,  he  took  her  to  Colorado  in 
1885,  giving  her  his  whole  attention  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  September,  1889.  Of 
this  union  two  children  were  born,  Henry  Am- 
bler, and  Faith,  who  is  in  the  senior  class  at 
[Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  from  which  both  her  par- 
ents graduated,  and  where  her  mother  was  a 
teacher  for  nine  years. 

Captain  Campbell  came  to  Oklahoma  in  De- 
cember, 1S89,  locating  where  he  now  lives,  hav- 
ing filed  a soldier’s  declaratory  in  July  by  attor- 
ney. He  was  again  married,  June  8,  1892,  to 
[Miss  Bertha  M.,  daughter  of  John  and  Caroline 
M.  (Blake)  Hastings,  who  was  born  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  and  went  to  Colorado  with  her 
parents  when  a child.  She  was  graduated  at 
the  high  school  in  Kent,  Ohio,  and  attended  and 
graduated  at  the  Woman’s  [Medical  College  in 
Philadelphia,  afterwards  beginning  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Oklahoma  in  1891,  and  still 
pursuing  her  chosen  profession.  She  is  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Willard  H.  Campbell. 

1 he  captain  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for 
Lincoln,  in  1864,  while  in  the  army.  In  1890  he 
was  elected  to  the  first  territorial  legislature  bv 
the  Republican  party,  being  one  of  the  six  rep- 
resentatives in  the  house  from  Logan  countv 
before  there  were  any  districts  laid  out.  die  was 
on  the  judiciary  committee,  and  was  the  only- 
attorney  in  the  house. 

Captain  Campbell  has  made  good  improve- 
ments on  his  farm  and  is  surrounded  by  all  of 
the  comforts  of  life.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
he  is  territorial  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
church  building  society.  Twice  he  has  been 
moderator  of  the  territorial  association  of  the 
church  and  for  several  years  was  moderator  of 
the  local  association.  lie  became  identified  with 
the  Masonic  order  at  Panora,  Iowa,  in  1866.  ami 
served  as  junior  warden  in  Panora  Lodge  No. 
J22,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  In  1891  he  was  appointed  by 
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Governor  Steele  as  one  of  three  commissioners 
to  locate  the  agricultural  college,  Stillwater  be- 
ing selected  as  the  most  suitable  point.  He  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Seay  as  regent  and 
served  as  such  for  a short  time.  Also  one  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  locate  a Congregational 
college,  Kingfisher  was  given  the  honor,  and  he 
has  been  a trustee  of  the  college  ever  since. 


JOHN  EDWARD  BOCOX,  a successful 
agriculturist  of  Logan  county,  whose  well- 
managed  claim  is  located  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  io,  township  19,  range  3 west, 
was  born  in  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  April  6,  1863. 
His  parents,  John  C.  and  Mary  (Foster)  Bocox, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, were  industrious  agriculturists,  who  trained 
their  children  according  to  their  best  lights,  and 
contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  lived.  Grandfather  John 
Bocox,  a prosperous,  representative  citizen,  was 
of  German  descent.  He  was  a farmer  and  slave- 
holder in  the  Shenandoah  valley.  Grandfather 
Foster  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  eventually 
settled  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  not  only  a 
farmer,  but  a teacher  as  well.  Of  good  educa- 
tion and  ability,  he  even  taught  school  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven  years.  His  hair  was  white  from 
birth,  and  had  a beautiful  gloss,  and  thus  he  al- 
ways was  a conspicuous  figure.  He  was  an  old 
line  Whig  and  later  a Republican.  John  C.  Bocox 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  while  fighting 
for  his  country,  received  wounds  which  resulted 
in  mental  derangement,  on  account  of  which  he 
is  now  confined  in  a sanitarium.  His  wife  lived 
with  her  son  John  during  the  last  years  of  her 
life,  dying  in  1896.  Of  the  eleven  children  of 
this  couple  Albert  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick  in  Illinois;  Corinda  is  deceased;  Charles 
is  a farmer  in  Oklahoma;  Samuel  is  a brick  and 
tile  manufacturer  in  Galesburg;  James  is  a far- 
mer in  Oklahoma;  Ernest  is  a well-driller  in  the 
territory;  and  Amanda,  now  Airs.  Spangler,  is  a 
neighbor. 

John  Edward  Bocox  received  a common 
school  education,  but  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
discontinued  his  studies,  owing  to  the  necessity 
for  earning  his  own  living  in  some  other  field, 
the  farm  being  unable  to  support  such  a large 
family.  He  left  home  with  a sufficient  amount 
of  money  to  take  him  to  Illinois,  and  a balance 
of  five  dollars,  which  he  later  returned  to  his 
father.  In  Vermilion  county,  111.,  he  worked  for 
four  months  and  received  sixty-five  dollars,  and 
was  paid  off  at  about  that  rate  for  several 
months  more.  In  March  of  1883  he  came  to 
Wapello  county,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  to 
work  bv  the  day  and  month,  subsequently  going 


with  his  brother  William  and  two  other  men  to 
Concordia,  Ivans.  There  they  arranged  a cov- 
ered wagon  and  traveling  outfit,  and  drove  to 
Norton,  Decatur  and  Thomas  county,  then  back 
to  Marshall  county,  Ivans.  After  working  bv 
the  day  for  some  time,  he  went  to  Blue  Rapids, 
Ivans.,  and  entered  upon  a decided  change  of 
occupation,  that  of  drilling  wells.  April  17,  1884, 
they  bought  a drill  of  their  own  and  worked  in- 
dependently of  the  concern  that  had  employed 
them,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Bocox  has  at 
times  been  occupied  in  the  same  business.  This, 
however,  is  only  incidental  to  his  general  work 
of  carrying  on  his  well-managed  and  well- 
equipped  farm.  He  owns  altogether  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  one  body. 

February  9,  1887,  Mr.  Bocox  was  married  to 
Alvira  M.  Johnson,  of  Marshall  county,  Ivans., 
and  a daughter  of  William  M.  and  Susan  John- 
son, formerly  of  Ohio.  Of  this  union  there  are 
six  children:  Minnie  M.  and  Orie,  born  in  Mar- 
shall county,  Ivans.;  Earl,  Ivan,  Stella,  and  Or- 
val,  born  in  Oklahoma.  In  politics  Mr.  Bocox  is 
a believer  in  Democratic  principles.  Five  years 
ago  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace.  Him- 
self and  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 


FRED  ANDERSON.  From  a comparatively 
poor  condition,  and  with  nothing  to  depend 
on  save  his  own  perseverance  and  untiring 
_ efforts,  Mr.  Anderson  has  utilized  the  opportu- 
nities at  hand,  and  has  made  the  most  of  his 
residence  in  Grant  township,  Kingfisher  countv, 
Okla.  He  arrived  in  the  territory  the  day  after 
the  opening  in  1889,  and  settled  on  his  present 
claim  in  May  of  the  same  year.  It  is  located  on 
the  southeastern  quarter  of  section  9.  and  under 
his  vigilance  and  care  has  become  a well-im- 
proved and  remunerative  investment.  Ten  acres 
are  under  cultivation,  and  the  owner  has  planted 
eight  hundred  trees  and  many  small  fruits,  also 
possessing  a fine  vineyard.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming,  Air.  Anderson  buys  and  sells  con- 
siderable stock.  The  original  claim  was  the  fore- 
runner of  additional  land,  for  in  1897  he  bought 
a claim  on  the  northwestern  quarter  of  section 
13,  township  16,  range  6,  which,  after  improving, 
he  traded  with  Henry  Purcell  for  a quarter  of 
section  10,  range  6,  township  16.  Of  this  new 
purchase,  about  fifty  acres  had  been  impioved, 
but  it  was  otherwise  in  a wild  state,  and  required 
patient  application  before  it  became  a paving 
claim.  Our  subject  lias  used  this  land  for  the 
cultivation  of  wheat,  usually  planting  from  two 
hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  each  year, 
and  the  crops  have  been  uniformlv  satisfactory 
Mr.  Anderson  is  but  one  of  the  mam  enter- 
prising and  successful  sons  of  Sweden  who  have 
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recognized  the  larger  prospects  of  life  in  Amer- 
u-a.  ' He  was  born  in  the  central  part  of  Swe- 
,U  !i.  where  he  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated 
hi  the  district  schools.  In  1SS7  he  came  to  the 
l 'nited  States  and  settled  in  Omaha.  Neb.,  where 
Ik-  became  connected  with  the  railroads  in  one 
capacity  or  another,  and  from  there  moved  to 
Kansas  City,  going  thence  to  Lexington.  Mo., 
-a  here  he  worked  in  the  coal  mines.  While 
there  he  led  an  uneventful  life  until  the  opening 
of  the  Oklahoma  territory,  when  he  moved  to 
the  vicinity  of  Kingfisher. 

In  1899  Mr.  Anderson  carried  on  for  a time  a 
feed  store  in  Kingfisher,  where  J.  W.  Walton 
bad  for  so  long  conducted  a like  business.  He 
lias  been  interested  in  many  ways  in  the  life  and 
undertakings  of  his  adopted  town.  In  politics 
he  is  associated  with  the  Populist  party  and  was 
elected  road  overseer  for  one  year,  but  resigned 
owing  to  pressure  of  more  important  personal 
business.  Coming  to  the  territorv  with  his 
worldly  possessions  embodied  in  a pair  of  three- 
year-old  steers,  which  served  as  a nucleus  for 
"his  present  prosperity,  Mr.  Anderson  has  won 
the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him  and  is  accounted 
one  of  the  township's  reliable,  and  substantial  ag- 
riculturists. 


RUDOLPH  ROSENBERG  has  had  a re- 
markable business  career  both  before  and 
since  coming  to  this  country.  It  has  been 
a long  struggle  for  an  honest  competency,  char- 
acterized by  unfortunate  circumstances,  but  re- 
'iilting  ultimately  in  success.  He  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  dairying  in  Logan  county,  and  owns 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  27,  township 
it),  range  2 west,  and  one  hundred  acres  in  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  same  section,  besides 
another  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres  one- 
half  mile  south  of  the  homestead. 

Mr.  Rosenberg  was  born  in  German v October 
‘O  *846.  ami  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Johanna  So- 
phia.( 1* ried.l3.ndev)  Rosenberg.  His  father  was 
a man  of  great  business  abilitv,  self-made  in 
< vcry  respect,  and  was  a large  general  merchant 
in  the  province  of  Brandenburg,  Germany. 

Rudolph  Rosenberg  lived  in  a farming  village 
and  received  a high-school  education  at  the 
county-seat,  graduating  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
.'•cars.  He  had  started  out  to  become  an  attor- 
ney-at-law, but  as  he  was  of  the  Mosaic  confes- 
don  he  was  debarred  from  practice  in  the 
"Mprenie  court  unless  he  gave  up  Iris  form  of  re- 
'igion,  to  which  his  mother  objected;  so  he  re- 
linquished all  thought  of  a higher  course.  He 
went  into  his  father's  bake-shop  and  learned  the 
bakery  business,  and  after  one  year  with  him 
ivecived  a journeyman's  certificate.  Later  he 
J"ined  a cousin  in  the  province  of  Silesia  and 


learned  to  compound  liquor,  at  which  he  worked 
until  he  received  a diploma  as  a rectifier  and 
compounder  of  all  fancy  drinks.  Afterward  he 
followed  the  business  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age.  Pie  then  left  Europe  for  America,  land- 
ing in  New  York  after  sixteen  days  on  the  water, 
encountering  one  storm  during  the  voyage.  In 
1866  he  located  in  Chicago,  and  the  very  first 
night  was  robbed  of  all  he  had  but  two  cents. 
He  tried  to  get  labor,  but  as  lie  could  not  speak 
English  it  was  a very  difficult  task.  Another 
objection  was  the  fact  that  his  hands  did  not 
evidence  ever  having  labored.  He  finally  got 
work  in  a bake-shop  at  $1  per  week,  working 
twenty  and  twenty-one  hours  per  day.  Pie  stood 
that  for  three  weeks  and  saved  the  $3  which  he 
earned. 

Next  he  hired  to  help  in  the  fishing  business 
at  $20  per  month,  at  which  he  worked  for  two 
months,  then  was  taken  with  the  neuralgia  be- 
cause his  scanty  apparel  did  not  furnish  him  suffi- 
cient protection  from  the  elements.  Pie  spent  all 
of  his  money  before  he  was  able  to  go  to  work. 
Plis  next  employment  was  as  foreman  in  raising 
houses  to  the  grade  of  the  streets  in  Chicago. 
He  then  accepted  a position  thirty-five  miles 
northwest  of  Chicago  with  a family  who  spoke 
nothing  but  English,  in  order  that  "he  might  be- 
come familiar  with  the  language.  After  remain- 
ing with  them  for  two  winters  and  one  summer 
he  became  a salesman  in  a store  in  Elgin,  111., 
where  he  continued  until  1871.  Meantime  he 
traveled  some  and  became  a silent  partner  in  a 
cigar  factory,  but  lost  all  he  had.  He  was  again 
taken  sick,  and,  when  he  had  sufficientlv  recov- 
ered to  work,  he  went  into  a bakery  at  Elgin. 

Subsequently  he  went  to  Chicago  and  secured 
work  in  a bake-shop,  later  assuming  the  manage- 
ment of  a confectionery  store.  The  business  was 
burned  out  by  the  great  fire  and  he  lost  his  posi- 
tion, after  which  he  became  a salesman  in  a drv- 
goods  store.  March  26,  1872,  he  married  Mercv 
Hennigen,  a nurse-maid,  whom  he  had  met  in 
Elgin,  lie  continued  as  a salesman  for  over  a 
year,  while  she  was  employed  in  a laundrv,  being 
forewoman,  and  for  a time  earning  more  monev 
than  her  husband.  They  started  a laundry  busi- 
ness of  their  own  and  kept  at  it  until  1880.  mak- 
ing considerable  money,  but  in  the  panic  of  that 
year  lost  all.  In  1876  he  was  worth  $30,000. 
but  in  1880  he  had  nothing.  He  paid  all  his 
debts  and  started  new  in  the  world,  moving  to  a 
farm  which  his  wife's  father  had  owned  and  on 
which  our  subject  had  paid  off  a $2,000  mort- 
gage. dhe  father  deeded  the  propertv  to  Mrs. 
Rosenberg,  and  there  they  lived  until  1884,  when 
they  moved  to  Sedgwick  countv,  Kans.,  on  ac- 
count of  his  poor  health.  They  rented  a farm 
and  conducted  it  for  one  year,  when  he  went  to 
Arkansas  City  and  became  a dealer  in  game, 
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general  merchandise,  farm  produce  and  bakery 
goods.  He  also  invested  in  real  estate,  and  with 
many  others  went  under  in  the  great  depression 
of  188S  and  1889.  but,  while  others  made  assign- 
ments, he  paid  off  his  liabilities  dollar  for  dollar. 
Leaving  Arkansas  City  on  the  fifth  train  for 
Oklahoma  at  the  opening,  Mr.  Rosenberg  loca- 
ted in  Guthrie,  where  he  started  in  business  in 
a tent,  18x24  feet,  being  the  first  merchant  to  do 
j business  there.  His  wife  remained  in  Arkansas 
1 City  and  shipped  bakery  goods  by  express  from 
that  point  and  Kansas  City.  He  was  in  business 
one  month  and  made  a great  deal  of  money,  but 
after  paying  off  his  debts  he  had  but  $100  left 
with  which  to  begin  anew.  Soon  after  coming 
he  settled  upon  his  farm,  and  his  family  lived  in  a 
tent  until  January  1,  1890,  when  he  put  up  his 
present  home  of  one  and  a half  stories,  the  di- 
mensions being  16x28  feet.  He  put  out  seven 
or  eight  acres  of  small  fruit  and  orchard,  and  has 
a very  fine  property.  For  some  years  he  has  en- 
gaged in  the  dairy  business,  and  now  makes  and 
sells  some  of  the  finest  butter  in  Oklahoma.  He 
follows  diversified  farming  and  raises  consider- 
able stock  for  the  market. 

Mrs.  Rosenberg's  maiden  name  was  Mercy 
Hennigen.  She  was  born  six  miles  west  of  El- 
gin, 111.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Alpheus  and  Sarah 
Ann  (Patterson)  Hennigen.  Her  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Fort  Donelson  and 
many  other  important  engagements.  She  first 
married  Harrison  Graves,  who  was  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  by  him  had  two  children: 
Nellie,  who  was  married  and  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  but  left  no  children;  Lillian 
Belle,  wife  of  \Y.  H.  Barker,  of  Kansas  City. 

In  politics  Mr.  Rosenberg  was  a Republican 
for  twenty  years,  but  is  now  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  At  the  opening  he  was  the 
only  man  who  was  thoughtful  enough  to  provide 
the  town  with  provisions,  and  fed  about  ten  thou- 
sand people  during  the  first  day.  The  early 
scenes  of  the  settlement  of  Guthrie  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  him.  His  tent  was  the  only  one  up 
the  first  night  in  Guthrie,  and  in  it  his  friends 
from  Arkansas  City  slept  and  had  their  baggage. 
As  many  as  seventy  barrels  of  bread  alone  was 
shipped  to  him  by  his  faithful,  energetic  wife. 
He  sold  the  bread  at  one  cent  an  ounce,  but 
much  of  it  was  resold  for  twenty-five  cents  a loaf. 
His  was  the  only  store  for  three  weeks 
and  he  made  a great  deal  of  money.  Being 
armed,  he  forced  law-breakers  to  cease  their 
depredations.  He  is  well  known  all  over  the 
region  adjoining  Guthrie,  and  he  and  his  good 
wife  have  friends  among  the  best  people  of  Guth- 
rie. Their  record  for  honesty  was  thoroughly 
established  long  before  coming  to  Guthrie  and 
has  always  been  maintained  here. 


CAPT.  JOHN  TWAMLEY.  After  years  of 
enforced  suffering  and  secrecy  in  the  pro- 
mulgation of  their*  simple  religious  faith, 
and  strife  engendered  by  the  wrangling  of  kings 
and  the  fanaticism  of  subjects,  and  with  the 
death-wails  of  kindred  in  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  ringing  in  their  ears,  the  ances- 
tors of  Mr.  Twamley,  those  heroes  of  Protest- 
antism, the  French  Huguenots,  fled  from  fren- 
zied Catholic  France,  and  found  an  asylum  in 
a sister  country,  Ireland.  Here,  swung  from 
their  moorings,  and  remote  from  their  sunlit 
vineyards,  and  the  garish,  fantastic  history  of 
their  erratic  mother  country,  they  kindled  anew 
the  fires  of  faith  upon  an  unmolested  altar.  After 
years  of  usefulness  in  their  adopted  country, 
and  with  hearts  tuned  to  the  knell  of  suffering, 
whether  on  sea  or  land,  and  impregnated  with 
the  nameless  touch  of  nature  that  makes  the 
whole  world  kin,  one  of  their  descendants,  John 
F.  Twamley,  scanned  with  unfettered  eyes  the 
horizon  of  future  endeavor,  and  set  sail  upon 
the  ocean  for  the  limitless  possibilities  of  Amer- 
ica. 

John  F.  Twamley  was  a cabinet-maker  and  up- 
holsterer, and  his  wife,  Matilda  (Langstiff) 
Twamley,  was  a worthy  helpmate.  When  thev 
emigrated  to  New  York,  their  son,  John,  was 
two  years  old,  having  been  born  in  Dublin,  Ire- 
land, December  10,  1844-  When  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Troy,  N.  Y., 
and  soon  after  their  arrival  their  little  home  was 
saddened  by  the  death  of  the  mother.  Iiaving- 
other  mouths  to  feed  besides  his  son  John,  the 
father  placed  his  children  in  an  orphan  asvlum, 
and  paid  for  their  maintenance.  Within  the  shel- 
tering walls  of  this  institution  the  children  were 
taught  to  be  useful  men  and  women,  and  their 
education  advanced  to  the  extent  that  they  were 
able  to  read,  write  and  cipher.  At  the  expiration 
of  three  years,  young  John  Twamley  was  per- 
mitted to  go  forth  to  earn  his  own  living,  being 
employed  by  G.  V.  S.  Ouackenbush  in  a drv- 
goods  house  for  three  years. 

In  i86r,  when  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age. 
war  was  declared,  and  he  enlisted  in  Companv 
H.  Second  New  York  Volunteer  Infantrv,  for 
two  years.  He  fought  with  courageous  zeal  for 
his  country,  and  participated  in  all  of  the  battles 
of  his  regiment,  including  the  seven  davs’  fight 
at  Seven  Oaks,  during  which  he  received  a sun- 
stroke. His  experiences  throughout  the  cam- 
paign were  thrilling  and  ofttimes  dangerous,  as 
on  one  occasion,  when  he  was  sent  with  an  im- 
portant dispatch  to  Colonel  Olmsted,  he  was 
surprised  by  the  enemy,  who  sent  the  bullets 
whistling  around  him.  One  bullet,  which  hit  him 
in  the  heel,  knocked  him  down  so  suddenlv  that 
he  fractured  his  skull  also,  lie  recovered,  how- 
ever, and  was  duly  discharged  at  the  expiration 
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of  his  two  years  of  service.  Enlisting-  again  in 
Battery  II  of  the  New  York  artillery,  he  served 
as  a private,  having  refused  a proffered  commis- 
sion. One  of  his  vivid  memories  of  war  life  is 
the  witnessing  of  the  battle  between  the  Monitor 
and  the  Merrimac.  During  the  service,  Mr. 
Twamley  was  recommended  for  a captaincy, 
but  there  were  too  many  ahead  of  him.  The 
title  of  captain  was  earned  by  Mr.  Twamley  dur- 
ing his  residence  at  Troy,  X.  Y.,  when  he  served 
as  captain  of  the  Burdette  Veteran  Corps.  In 
recognition  of  his  services  the  company  pre- 
sented their  captain  with  a sword,  upon  the  blade 
of  which  was  engraved  an  inscription,  signifying 
by  whom,  and  to  whom,  the  trophy  was  pre- 
sented. After  re-enlisting  in  the  war,  Mr.  Twam- 
ley was  stationed  during  the  thirteen  months  of 
his  service  on  the  James  river.  When  peace  was 
declared  he  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Troy, 
and  entered  the  employ  of  John  Warr,  the  head 
of  the  leading  grocery  firm  of  the  city. 

In  1864  Mr.  Twamley  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Jane  Logan,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.  She  was  of 
Scotch  ancestry,  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  and 
was  about  a year  old  when  her  parents,  Andrew 
and  Elizabeth  (Monroe)  Logan,  first  came  to 
America.  In  Troy  Mr.  Twamley  became  a spe- 
cial officer  of  the  police  force,  and  while  per- 
forming his  arduous  and  ofttimes  disagreeable 
duties,  found  time  to  rescue  stray  waifs  from 
their  deplorable  surroundings  and  to  place  them 
in  positions  remote  from  the  crime-laden  at- 
mosphere. In  his  work  of  mercy  this  large- 
hearted  humanitarian  was  ably  seconded  by  his 
wife,  who  cared  for  the  homeless  wanderers  as 
if  they  had  been  her  own  offspring.  After  three 
years  as  special  officer,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  keeper  of  the  central  police  station  of 
Troy. 

As  one  of  the  expectant  throng'  who  gathered 
at  the  line  of  Oklahoma  on  the  famous  22nd  of 
April,  1889,  Mr.  Twamley  was  second  to  none 
in  securing  a satisfactory  claim.  It  was  located 
seven  miles  southeast  of  Guthrie,  and  here  his 
family  made  their  home  for  four  years.  Their 
residence  in  the  new  country  was  saddened  by 
the  loss  of  two  daughters,  Jessie  and  Jennie, 
aged,  respectively,  nine  and  seven  years.  Their 
two  remaining'  children  are  Clarence,  who  lives 
in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  and  has  one  son;  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Ruby  Laverty,  who  lives  with 
her  father,  and  has  a son.  named  Birney.  In 
1898  the  original  claim  was  sold,  and  after  liv- 
ing for  a time  in  Guthrie,  Mr.  Twamley  settled 
in  section  32,  township  18,  range  1 west,  which 
was  his  home  until  he  sold  it  in  1900,  when  lie 
removed  to  Guthrie. 

Always  in  touch  with  the  needs  and  necessities 
of  the  stricken  and  oppressed,  Air.  Twamley  and 
Captain  McRoynolds,  during'  the  residence  of 


the  former  in  Guthrie,  had  inserted  in  one  of  the 
papers  a header  called  “A  Sure  Go,”  stating  that 
five  hundred  men,  with  arms,  were  wanted  to 
hunt  geese  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Further  light 
upon  the  subject  developed  t lie  fact  that  this  was 
the  first  intimation  received  by  the  citizens  of 
Guthrie  that  an  appreciable  interest  was  being 
agitated  for  the  cause  of  stricken  Cuba.  To  Mr. 
Twamley  is  due  the  credit  for  having  assembled 
the  first  meeting  in  the  United  States,  during  the 
progress  of  which  resolutions  were  passed  call- 
ing upon  congress  to  interfere  in  the  name  of 
humanity.  An  article  in  Carter's  Monthly  of 
August,  1897,  gives  the  history  of  the  first  meet- 
ing. In  keeping  also  with  his  attitude  toward 
the  unfortunate,  Mr.  Twamley  became  vitally 
interested  in  the  original  designs  of  the  general- 
issimo Coxcy,  and  his  expedition  received  his 
cordial  support.  As  general  for  the  division  for 
the  south  and  west,  he  issued  orders  and  had 
nine  hundred  men  enrolled.  The  recent  splen- 
didly large-hearted  project  of  Mr.  Coxey  in 
building  an  enterprise  which  will  give  employ- 
ment to  thousands  of  men  may  have  been  fore- 
seen in  the  abstract  of  this  other  friend  of  the 
unfortunate  and  misguided. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Twamley  was  associated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  voted  for  McClellan 
in  1864.  At  its  organization  in  the  territory  he 
became  interested  in  the  undertakings  of  the 
Populist  party,  to  whose  interests  he  has  since 
been  devoted.  In  Troy,  X.  Y.,  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  he  acted  as  secret  agent  for  the 
Fenian  cause,  and  collected  arms  and  supplies 
for  the  adherents.  He  became  a member  of  King 
Solomon’s  Primitive  Lodge  No.  91,  A.  E.  & 
A.  M.,  and  later  of  the  Apollo  Chapter  of  Trov. 
He  is  now  the  commander  of  Guthrie  Com- 
mandery  No.  1,  and  a member  of  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  Scottish  Rite,  and  also  holds 
membership  in  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Salina. 
Kans.  Mr.  Twamley  enjoys  the  benefits  of  a 
pension,  being  totally  disabled.  He  has  been 
prosperous  in  the  acquisition  of  this  world's 
goods,  and  owns  two  residences  and  several  lots 
in  Guthrie. 

While  benefiting  from  a well  earned  rest,  it  is 
but  natural  that  so  ardent  a champion  of  all  that 
lives  .and  breathes  and  develops  in  the  sunshine 
of  human  sympathy  should  have  a mind  respon- 
sive to  the  graceful  and  lovely  in  the  world,  and 
should  find  expression  therefor  that  others  mav 
be  influenced  to  a broader  interest  in  those 
around  them.  And  so  it  is  that  Guthrie  has  a 
gifted  singer  in  rhyme,  who  fashions  his  beauti- 
ful and  finely  spun  thought  after  the  manner  of 
a truly  devoted  Pegasus.  Among  his  numerous 
contributions  may  be  mentioned  an  harmonious 
requiem  to  a departed  friend,  which  begins 
follows: 


' 

. 


' 

_ 
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The  silent  earth  is 'curtained  o’er  with  night; 

No  echoing  voice  disturbs  the  solemn  gloom. 
I sit  alone  and  meditate  on  death, 

And  deem  his  visit  is  to  us  a boon. 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  M.  ANDERSON. 
Among  the  many  who  have  come  from  the 
East  and  have  lent  their  enthusiasm  and 
ability  to  the  development  and  improvement  of 
the  comparatively  new  country  of  Oklahoma, 
may  be  mentioned  Judge  William  M.  Anderson, 
who  has  become  substantially  identified  with  the 
undertakings  of  the  city  of  Enid. 

Judge  Anderson  was  born  in  Springfield,  111., 
January  3,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  George  W.,  a 
native  of  Sangamon  county,  111.,  and  of  Melinda 
F.  (Moran)  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Mary- 
land, thirty-five  miles  southeast  of  Baltimore. 
Pier  father,  William  Moran,  also  is  a native  of 
Maryland,  where  he  farmed  for  a livelihood, 
subsequently  settling  near  Athens,  Menard 
county,  111.,  where  he  conducted  large  farming 
and  stock-raising  interests.  He  is  of  Irish  de- 
scent, and  comes  of  an  old  Maryland  family. 
During  the  Civil  war  two  of  his  sons  were  sol- 
diers in  an  Illinois  regiment.  George  W.  Ander- 
son was  educated  at  Illinois  College,  Jackson- 
ville, 111.,  and  when  old  enough  to  earn  his  own 
living  engaged  in  farming  in  Watt  township 
until  1876,  when  he  removed  to  Sedgwick 
county,  Kails.,  and  continued  his  agricultural 
interests  until  1884.  At  Mount  Hope  he  later 
became  cashier  of  the  Farmers’  and  Merchants 
Bank,  which  he  successfully  carried  on  until 
1893,  when  he  removed  to  New  Mexico,  and 
undertook  the  raising  of  sheep  in  the  north- 
western portion  of  the  country.  He  is  a promi- 
nent man  in  the  community,  and  is  a Knight 
Templar  Mason. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Judge  Anderson 
came  from  Virginia,  and  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Kentucky.  His  son,  Moses  K.,  was 
an  early  settler  in  Sangamon  county,  where  he 
pre-empted  land  twelve  miles  northwest  of 
Springfield,  in  Watt  township,  on  the  old  Bcards- 
town  road.  Pie  was  a large  land  owner  and 
stockman,  and  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  growth  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived, 
and,  while  amassing  wealth  beyond  the  average 
in  those  early  days,  filled  numerous  positions 
conferred  by  the  people  of  his  locality.  He  was 
a broad  and  liberal-minded  politician,  and  served 
for  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  As  a military 
man  he  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  with  the 
commission  of  major,  later  being  appointed  ad- 
jutant-general, and  being  in  command  of  the 
forces  at  Nauvoo,  111.  lie  organized  the  com- 
pany of  which  Lincoln  was  made  captain,  and 
conducted  the  election.  Lincoln  was  elected 


over  Kirkpatrick  by  a majority  of  two  to  one. 
He  was  a master  Mason,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  One  of  his  sons,  Frank, 
served  with  the  Illinois  regulars  during  the  Civil 
war. 

Judge  Anderson  is  one  of  a family  of  six  sons 
and  one  daughter,  who  are  all  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  F.  W.  is  in  the  railway  mail  service  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  J.  W.  is  in  charge  of  the 
Deering  Harvester  Company’s  works  at  Man- 
kato, Minn.;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Mayberrv. 
of  Enid;  D.  G.  is  a farmer  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Garfield  county;  J.  B.  is  with  the  railway 
mail  service  at  El  Reno,  Okla. ; and  J.  T.  is  the 
editor  of  the  Daily  Journal.  William  M.  Ander- 
son was  reared  in  Illinois  until  1876,  when  he 
went  with  his  parents  to  Mount  Plope.  Pie  was 
educated  in  the’  public  schools  of  Mount  Hope, 
in  the  high  school  at  Wichita,  and  at  the  Em- 
poria Normal,  from  which  he  retired  upon  reach- 
ing the  senior  year.  After  teaching  school  in 
Mount  Hope  for  a time,  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  Dale  & Wall,  with  whom  he  remained  for  two 
years,  at  the  same  time  taking  a course  in  law  at 
the  law  school  of  the  Garfield  University,  at 
Wichita,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  P'or  the 
two  following  years  Mr.  Anderson  continued 
with  the  firm  of  Dale  & Wall,  subsequently  act- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  deputy  county  attorney  for 
one  year,  from  which  position  he  resigned  to 
take  up  his  residence  in  Enid  in  1893.  He  took 
up  a claim  in  Washington  township,  Garfield 
county,  but  from  the  first  conducted  his  law- 
practice  in  the  town. 

In  the  fall  of  1894  Mr.  Anderson  was  nomi- 
nated for  probate  judge  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
and  was  defeated  by  a small  majority.  Upon 
being  on  the  same  ticket  in  1896,  and  endorsed 
by  the  Populist  ticket,  he  was  elected  by  a large 
majority,  and  served  as  probate  judge  in  1897- 
98,  but  upon  his  renomination  in  the  fall  of  1898 
was  defeated.  In  January  of  the  same  vear  he 
formed  a partnership  with  J.  B.  Ferguson,  and 
the  affairs  of  the  firm  were  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  Ferguson  & Anderson.  This  asso- 
ciation has  since  been  amicably  continued  and  a 
general  law  business  is  carried  on. 

In  Garfield  county  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Judge  Anderson  and  Lillie  Berm,  a native  of 
Pike  county,  111.,  and  a daughter  of  Henry  Benn, 
a farmer  of  Garfield  county.  Mrs.  Anderson  is 
a graduate  of  the  Wichita  high  school,  and  is 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Jennie  and  Moses  M. 

As  a Democrat,  Judge  Anderson  has  been 
conspicuously  identified  with  the  undertakings 
of  his  party  in  other  lines  than  that  of  the  judge- 
ship.  He  was  chairman  of  the  second  countv 
convention,  has  served  on  various  Democratic 
committees,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  terri- 
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torial  committee.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason, 
being  initiated  into  the  order  at  Mount  Hope, 
Kans.  A charter  member  of  Enid  Lodge  No. 
19,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  he  was  its  first  senior  deacon, 
and  is  now  serving  as  past  master.  In  1895  he 
became  a member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Okla- 
homa, and  was  elected  junior  warden  in  1897, 
senior  warden  in  1898,  deputy  grand  master  of 
the  grand  lodge  in  1899,  and  during  February  of 
1900,  at  Oklahoma  City,  was  elected  grand  mas- 
ter of  the  grand  lodge.  He  also  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason  at  Enid.  With  his  family,  the  judge  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  contributes 
generously  toward  its  support. 


GEORGE  A.  OKESOX,  whose  home  is  lo- 
cated in  Oklahoma,  in  the  southeastern 
quarter  of  section  4.  township  16,  range  3, 
Logan  county,  was  born  in  Juniata  county,  Pa., 
February  20, 1870.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and 
Mary  E.  (Manifold)  Okeson,  of  Juniata  and 
Washington  counties,  Pa.,  respectively.  Samuel 
Okeson  was  a soldier  during  the  war  of  1861-65, 
enlisting  in  the  Forty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, and  serving  for  four  years.  He  participated 
in  many  large  battles  and  minor  engagements, 
and  during  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  had  two 
horses  shot  under  him. 

When  too  young  to  appreciate  the  loss,  George 
A.  Okeson  was  deprived  by  death  of  his  father, 
and  his  mother  took  him  to  Washington  county 
to  his  grandfather  [Manifold's  farm.  Here  he 
had  a good  home  and  a thorough,  practical  train- 
ing, which  later  fitted  him  to  assist  his  grand- 
father in  return  for  his  manv  kindnesses  to  him. 
\\  hen  he  had  reached  his  sixteenth  year  his 
mother  married  the  second  time  and  went  to 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  which  was  to  be  her  future 
home.  While  there  the  youth  had  excellent  edu- 
cational advantages  in  the  public  schools,  sup- 
plemented by  a course  of  study  at  the  Des 
[Moines  Business  College,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1888.  His  first  independent  business 
venture  was  when  he  became  a clerk  in  a large 
mercantile  establishment,  which  position  he  sus- 
tained for  several  years.  He  then  started  a meat 
market  in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  which  he  car- 
ried on  for  four  and  a half  years. 

On  February  10,  1894.  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Okeson  and  .Mary  T.  Fulton  of  Wash- 
ington county.  Of  this  union  there  are  three 
children,  William,  Samuel  and  George.  I\Irs. 
( )keson,  a daughter  of  William  and  Emily  J. 
(Beatty)  Fulton,  previous  to  her  marriage  had 
been  a school  teacher,  and  was  a graduate  of  the 
Normal  School  at  Edinboro,  Erie  countv,  Pa. 

In  1894  Mr.  Okeson  changed  the  scene  of  his 
efforts  to  Brown  county,  Kans.,  where  he  as- 
sumed the  charge  of  his  uncle's  farm,  and  in 


1899  came  to  Oklahoma,  where  he  has  since 
lived.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  has  no 
political  aspirations.  The  family  is  numbered 
among  the  active  and  helpful  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 


Granville  spencer.  The  claim  of 

Granville  Spencer  is  the  southwestern 
quarter  of  section  12,  township  17,  range  4 
west,  Logan  county,  and  is  a well-improved, 
practically  conducted  homestead,  with  fine 
house,  well  constructed  outhouses,  and  modern 
labor-saving  appliances.  The  claim  is  given  over 
to  general  farming,  stock  raising  and  horticul- 
ture. There  are  one  hundred  apple  trees,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-  peach  Jrees,  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  small  fruits. 

The  genial  owner  of  this  prosperous  farm  has 
resided  here  since  April  22,  1889,  and  in  1897  he 
added  to  his  possessions  more  property  in  Cres- 
cent City,  where  he  now  owns  a general  mer- 
chandise store.  The  early  history  of  i\Ir.  Spencer 
was  more  or  less  uneventful,  and  laid  along  the 
usual  lines  of  the  average  farmer  lad’s  existence, 
lie  was  born  in  Jennings  county.  Inch,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jackson  and  Julia  A.  (Childs)  Spencer. 
Jackson  Spencerwas  a native  of  Jennings  county, 
and  died  when  his  son  Granville  was  six  years 
old,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  after  she  had 
taken  up  her  residence  in  Kansas.  On  the  farm 
in  Jennings  county  young*  Granville  received  a 
good  home  training,  and  studied  diligently  at  the 
district  schools.  In  the  family  there  were,  be- 
sides himself,  two  brothers  and  three  sisters: 
W.  H.  is  a farmer  in  Noble  county," Okla.;  Jasper, 
also  a farmer,  is  in  Jennings  county,  Inch;  Lillie, 
who  married  Mr.  Thomas  Baxter,  and  now  is  a 
widow,  is  living  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Etta,  who  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Chastine.  lives  in 
the  Creek  Nation;  and  Mrs.  Jane  Weaver  resides 
in  Indianapolis. 

In  1 880  Mr.  Granville  Spencer  left  his  home 
associations  and  came  west  to  Sumner  county, 
Kans.,  where  he  located  on  a farm  and  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  married  in  t88o’ 
to  Lizzie  Sturges,  of  Atchison  county,  a daughter 
of  John  IT.  Sturges.  Of  this  union  there  are 
three  children,  Forest,  Raymond  and  Carl  Spen- 
cer. 

In  political  faith  [Mr.  Spencer  holds  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never 
been  an  office-seeker.  His  first  presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  General  Hancock.  Fraternally  lie  is 
associated  with  the  [Modern  Woodmen  and  the 
Masonic  lodge  of  Crescent  City.  He  is  esteemed 
for  his  many  good  traits  and  for  his  interest  in 
the  enterprises  and  institutions  of  the  commu- 
nity in. which  he  lives. 
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JOHN  WESLEY  ELLIS,  of  Logan  county, 
resides  on  the  southeastern  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 20,  township  17,  range  1 west,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  substantial  and  progressive  far- 
mers in  that  section  of  the  county.  'His  birth 
took  place  December  15,  1853,  in  Platte  county, 
Mo.,  and  he  is  a son  of  Doctor  and  Josephine 
(Timberlake)  Ellis. 

Reared  on  a farm,  at  twenty-one  J.  W.  Ellis 
commenced  earning  his  own  livelihood,  at  first 
by  farming  and  operating  a threshing  machine  in 
Platte  county,  Mo.  In  1891  lie  took  up  his  pres- 
ent abode  in  Oklahoma,  settling  on  his  home- 
stead, which  is  situated  as  given  above,  and  in 
addition  to  this  he  now  owns  a quarter  of  section 
21,  which  he  purchased  in  1899.  He  raises  con- 
siderable live  stock,  and  his  farm  is  one  of  the 
best  improved  in  Logan  county.  It  is  rendered 
very  desirable  by  a good  house,  into  which  his 
family  moved  February  6,  1891;  a large  barn; 
three  wells  and  a pond  that  covers  one  and  one- 
half  acres.  He  has  a threshing  outfit,  which  he 
runs  every  summer.  Our  subject  has  many  ac- 
quaintances throughout  the  county  and  is 
esteemed  by  them  all. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  married  December  4,  1878,  to 
Miss  Hattie  Lowe,  a native  of  Missouri,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Simpson)  Lowe. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  have  nine  children:  Walter, 
Claude,  Maude,  James,  Myrtle,  Chester,  Frank, 
Clarence  and  Ralph,  the  last  three  born  in  Okla- 
homa, while  the  rest  are  natives  of  Platte  county, 
Mo.  fie  has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  is  not  an  office-seeker,  being  too  much  taken 
up  with  his  present  duties  to  enter  political  life. 


WE.  CECIL  is  a 'successful  farmer  and  has 
# a choice  farm  on  section  7,  El  Reno 
township,  Canadian  county.  He  came 
to  Oklahoma  in  1890  from  Saline  county.  Mo., 
and  has  made  these  years  highly  productive.  Mr. 
Cecil  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  of  which  state 
his  father,  Solomon  Cecil,  also  was  a native.  He 
removed  to  Missouri  in  1869  and  spent  several 
years  there,  but  in  1895  went  back  to  North 
Carolina,  where  he  died  in  1S98.  He  was  a far- 
mer all  of  his  life,  as  were  the  Cecils  before  him. 
They  came  to  this  country  long  before  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  and  have  always  been  closely 
identified  with  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Fie 
married  Edith  Kennedy,  also  a native  of  North 
Carolina.  She  bore  him  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living:  W.  E.,  Sarah,  Charles  C. 
and  Ellen  Marticia. 

W.  E.  Cecil  was  born  in  1854,  and  was  brought 
to  Missouri  by  his  parents  in  i860.  Reared  to  an 
agricultural  life,  he  has  had  no  desire  to  break 
'away  from  it.  He  remained  in  Missouri  until 
1890,  that  year  coming  to  Canadian  county,  and 


buving  a quarter  section  in  section  7.  This  has 
been  his  home  to  the  present  time,  and  since  his 
arrival  here  he  has  purchased  additional  land 
until  he  now  owns  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
all  of  which  is  available  for  tillage,  lie  has  han- 
dled about  three  hundred  acres  of  wheat,  and 
gives  much  attention  to  high-grade  cattle.  He 
has  made  liberal  improvements,  has  extensive 
orchards  and  a vineyard.  He  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Liberty  postoffice  in  1896  under 
President  Cleveland.  He  is  a director  of  school 
district  No.  37,  and  always  has  taken  a lively 
interest  in  educational  matters.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Burnett  in  Saline  county.  Mo., 
and  they  have  five  children:  Robert  \V.,  Hugh, 
Walter,  Lou  and  Goldie  May.  His  family  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  has 
been  an  elder  for  several  years. 


JOHN  BERG,  a well-known  farmer  and  mer- 
chant of  Logan  county,  owns  a farm  on  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  6,  township  15, 
range  3 west,  his  postoffice  being  at  Navina.  He 
ds  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  runs  a store  at  Navina,  which 
is  located  on  a part  of  his  farm.  Fie  also  operates 
a grain  elevator  for  the  Purcell  Milling  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Berg  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio, 
May  21,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Anna 
(Nuhfer)  Berg.  Flis  grandfather  Berg-  came  to 
America  when  George  was  but  two  years  of 
age,  and  died  about  i860,  and  then  the  grand- 
mother, Margaret  Berg,  lived  with  our  subject's 
parents  for  many  years.  George  Berg  was  born 
in  Germany  and  his  wife  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  Fie  took  up  the  ministry  as  his  life's 
work  and  preached  in  many  cities,  including 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  for  a time, 
and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  was  located  for 
four  years.  He  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  on  ac- 
count of  poor  health,  and  purchased  a farm  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  nine  miles  from  Oberlin, 
where  he  lived  until  our  subject  was  about  eight- 
een years  of  age.  In  1876  he  moved  to  Leaven- 
worth county,  Kans.,  ten  miles  south  of  the 
city  of  Leavenworth.  There  he  purchased  a 
farm,  which  was  conducted  by  his  sons  while  he 
preached  when  his  health  would  permit  of  it. 
He  and  his  faithful  Wife  now  reside  in  Sparks 
county,  Ga. 

John  Berg  was  reared  in  Ohio,  and  there  re- 
ceived his  intellectual  training  in  the  public 
schools.  He  then  worked  upon  his  father's  farm 
in  Kansas  until  1880,  when  he  was  married, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  upon  which 
he  lived  until  i8qr.  Ho  then  moved  to  Okla- 
homa and  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Logan 
county.  lie  then  had  a few  hundred  dollars. 
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but  lie  had  one  hard  year  here  and  had  to  go 
back  to  Kansas  and  work  by  the  day  in  order  to 
get  funds  with  which  to  subsist  and  also  pur- 
chase seed.  Since  then  he  has  been  very  pros- 
perous and  fortunate  in  his  business  ventures. 

Mr.  Berg  was  united  in  marriage,  January  22, 
1880,  to  Lily  D.Truskee,  of  Leavenworth  county, 
Kans.  She  was  born  in  LaSalle  county,  111.,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Gustav  and  Frederica  (Grube) 
Truskee,  and  is  possessed  of  a good  education. 
They  have  five  children,  the  three  oldest  having 
been  born  in  Kansas,  namely:  Mervin,  Edwin, 
Ethel,  Alvina,  Chester  Arthur,  Leslie  George  and 
Lily  Esther.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
cast  his  first  ballot  for  Garfield  in  1880.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
helped  to  organize  the  first  congregation  in  this 
locality,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a trustee. 


DP.  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.  Prominent 
among  the  well-known  physicians  and 
druggists  of  Union  City,  Canadian 
county,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at 
the  head  of  this  personal  biography.  He  came  to 
Union  City  in  1894  and  has  won  for  himself  an 
enviable  reputation  and  a host  of  well  wishing 
friends.  All  his  time  is  spent  in  the  study  and 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  and  he  has 
gained  a practice  and  custom  which  would  do 
credit  to  an  older  man. 

C.  O.  Richardson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  was  an  early  Missouri  farmer, 
and  still  resides  iii  that  state.  Dr.  Richardson 
was  born  in  DeKalb  county,  Mo.,  and  for  some 
time  dwelt  in  Gentry  county,  Mo.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  Stanberry  normal  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890,  and 
taught  school  for  four  years,  part  of  that  period 
before  his  graduation. 

Dr.  Richardson  began  reading  medicine  in 
Gentry  county,  and  in  1S94  was  graduated  from 
the  Louisville  Medical  College,  being  given  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Having  also 
taken  a special  course  in  chemistry  and  surgery, 
lie  has  found  the  knowledge  thus  gained  of  great 
value  in  his  chosen  work. 

Opening  an  office  in  Union  City  during-  Sep- 
tember. 1894,  Dr.  Richardson  soon  acquired  a 
large  practice,  and  in  1897  bought  out  Mr.  Lead- 
better's  stock  and  opened  a large  drug  store, 
carrying  a full  line  of  drugs.  Bv  close  applica- 
tion to  his  work,  and  through  his  honesty  and 
integrity,  he  has  won  an  enviable  place  in  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  Tie 
is  the  local  medical  examiner  for  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance,  the  Mutual  Life  of  New  York, 
the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Buf- 
falo, and  the  .Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
being  a member  of  the  last-named  order.  He 


is  also  a member  of  the  Canadian  County  [Medi- 
cal Association  and  the  Territorial  [Medical  -As- 
sociation. In  politics  he  adheres  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

The  doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Katie  Telford,  of  Illinois,  in  1893.  They  have 
one  child,  Ivan  Glenwood  Richardson. 


ANDREW  J.  MOORE.  The  early  child- 
hood days  of  Andrew  J.  [Moore  were 
spent  on  his  father's  farm  in  Logan 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  August 
2,  1843.  His  early  opportunities  for  acquiring  an 
education  were  of  the  most  limited  order,  there 
being  no  free  schools  at  that  time,  and,  had  there 
been,  he  shared  the  necessity,  common  among 
most  farmers’  sons,  of  having  to  share  the  work- 
around the  farm.  His  parents  were  Tobias  and 
Rachel  Miller  Moore,  the  former  a native 
of  Virginia,  the  latter  a native  of  Highland 
county,  Ind.  They  were  early  settlers  in  Steu- 
ben county,  Ind.,  where  for  many  years  they 
conducted  agricultural  enterprises,  and  where 
they  died,  the  father  in  1866,  and  the  mother 
January  16,  1885,  and  they  are  buried,  respect- 
ively. at  Pleasant  Lake  and  [Mount  Zion  ceme- 
teries. They  were  married  in  1830,  and  were 
industrious  and  enterprising-  members  of  the 
community  in  which  they  resided. 

In  1861  iMr.  Moore  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh 
Ohio  Cavalry,  and  served  for  nearly  six  years. 
His  first  experiences  were  of  the  interesting  and 
exciting  order,  and.  in  fact,  the  whole  of  his 
service  would  fill  all  the  requirements  of  one 
looking  for  adventure.  He  was  first  sent  to  Idaho 
to  prevent  the  Indians  from  destroying  the 
telegraph  poles  and  wires,  his  headquarters  being 
at  Fort  Laramie  chiefly,  until  relieved  from  dutv 
by  the  regulars.  At  Wind  river  they  encountered 
serious  obstacles  in  the  shape  of  a desperate  lot 
of  red  men.  who  were,  however,  forced  to  retire 
with  great  loss  to  their  number.  There  was  also 
another  hard  fight  at  Rush  creek,  where  the 
Indians  found  the  garrison  with  but  nine  men. 
who  heroically  held  out  until  re-enforcements 
could  reacli  them.  At  Coles  Springs  [Mr.  Moore 
was  wounded  in  the  side  by  a ball,  as  he  and 
five  others  were  carrying-  mail,  and  fording  a 
stream  called  Lapperal  creek.  He  was  the  only 
one  of  the  five  who  escaped,  though  one  man 
was  picked  up  later  by  an  ambulance  and  re- 
stored from  an  apparently  dying  condition.  Mr. 
Moore  was  . mustered  out  of  service  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Ivans.,  and  discharged  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio.  Upon  his  safe  return  to  his 
former  home  in  Steuben  county.  Ind.,  the  jov 
of  reunion  was  saddened  by  the  almost  immedi- 
ate deallt  of  his  father,  lie  consequentlv  took 
up  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  and  in  1867  was 
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married  to  Eveline  Thompson,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Abigail  Thompson,  who  were  born 
in  Long  Island.  The  father  died  in  Travis 
county,  Mich.,  in  1896,  and  the  mother  in  Steu- 
ben county,  Ind.,  in  1869.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  were  bum  four  children:  Delia  is  the 
wife  of  W.  E.  Bryan,  a farmer  living  in  Wood- 
land township,  and  has  three  children;  Charles 
was  killed  in  1893  in  the  Sac  and  Fox  country 
by  the  Shawnee  Indians;  Fred  married  Liddie 
Simmons,  of  Crescent. township,  Logan  county, 
has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Garfield  county, 
Okla.,  and  Bernard  died  in  infancy. 

In  1887  Mr.  Moore  left  Steuben  county,  Ind., 
and  came  to  Wabaunsee  county,  Ivans.,  and 
thence  to  Shawnee  county,  where  he  lived  until 
1891,  when  he  and  his  family  took  up  their  res- 
idence in  Oklahoma.  The  claim  taken  up  by 
Mr.  Moore  is  located  on  the  southwestern  quar- 
ter of  section  25,  township  17,  range  4 west, 
Logan  county,  and  is  a highly  improved  and 
cultivated  piece  of  land.  The  house,  outhouses, 
fences,  wells  and  apparatus  for  carrying  on  the 
most  scientific  farming  are  of  the  best  possible 
construction. 

, In  politics  Mr.  Moore  is  a Republican,  but  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker.  lie  is  public-spir- 
ited and  enterprising,  and  interested  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  public  welfare. 


LOUIS  FRANKLIN  LEE.  Success  is  de- 
termined by  one’s  ability  to  recognize  op- 
portunity, and  to  pursue  this  with  a reso- 
lute and  unflagging  energy.  It  results  from 
continued  labor,  and  the  man  who  thus  accom- 
plishes his  purpose  usually  becomes  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  business  circles  of  the  com- 
munity with  which  he  is  connected.  Air.  Lee, 
through  such  means,  has  attained  a leading  place^ 
among  the  representative  men  of  Oklahoma 
City,  and  has  met  with  most  excellent  success 
as  a contractor  and  builder. 

ITc  was  born  in  Galena,  111..  May  5,  1862,  and 
is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  four  sons  and  two  daughters  are  now  liv- 
ing. His  parents,  Christian  and  Mary  (Liddy) 
Lee,  were  both  natives  of  Berne,  Switzerland, 
and  came  to-  this  country  in  early  life.  The 
father,  who  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons,  died  in  Galena  in  1S62.  The  mother 
now  resides  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Our  subject  is  indebted  to  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  his  native  city  for  his  educational 
advantages.  On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  he  began  to  work  on  a farm  and 
was  thus  employed  four  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  at  McGregor,  Clayton  county,  Iowa. 
He  followed  that  occupation  along  the  western 


division  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & St.  I'ani 
railroad  for  eight  years,  being  foreman  of  the 
work  the  latter  part  of  the  time.  He  next  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building  in  Oklahoma 
City,  coming  here  at  the  opening  of  the  terri- 
tory in  1889,  when  he  spent  three  months  here. 
Returning  to  Iowa,  he  closed  out  his  business 
there,  and  located  permanently  in  Oklahoma 
City  in  February,  1890,  since  which  time  he  has 
successfully  engaged  in  contracting  and  building 
at  this  place,  his  present  office  being  at  No.  10 
West  Fourth  street.  As  one  of  the  leading  con- 
tractors of  the  city,  he  has  erected  many  of  its 
most  important  buildings.  During  the  busv 
season  he  has  in  his  employ  from  forty  to  fifty 
men. 

At  Monona,  Iowa,  Mr.  Lee  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Love,  a native  of  that 
place,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children, 
namely:  Irvie,  Richard,  Helen,  Frederick,  Gra- 
ham and  Margaret.  Mr.  Lee  can  relate  mam 
interesting  and  laughable  incidents  which  oc- 
curred at  the  opening  of  the  territory,  and  he  de- 
rived considerable  enjoyment  from  the  events 
that  occurred,  but  he  did  not  locate  a lot.  Din- 
ing the  first  four  months  spent  here  he  erected 
several  buildings,  and  has  always  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  development  and  pros- 
perity of  the  city.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  its  principles,  and  so- 
cially is  a prominent  member  of  the  City  Club, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  in  both  of  which  fra- 
ternities he  has  held  office.  ‘As  a Presbyterian 
he  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  church  work, 
has  served  as  trustee  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school,  and  is  now  a ruling  elder. 


HILRY  WHITLOW,  who  is  still  in  the 
prime  of  life,  has  had  a varied  experience 
in  the  world,  but  by  a course  of  honestv  and 
uprightness  has  won  for  himself  many  friends 
wherever  he  is  known.  His  home  is  located  on 
the  northeastern  quarter  of  section  23.  township 
17,  range  1,  Logan  county,  and  comprises  a well- 
cultivated  tract  of  land  with  the  necessary  out- 
buildings and  other  conveniences  for  comfortable 
living-  and  fair  profits. 

Mr.  Whitlow  was  born  November  n,  1836.  in 
the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  La.,  in  slavery,  and 
continued  in  servitude  until  Mav,  1865.  He  then 
began  working-  his  master’s  farm  on  shares,  and 
was  to  receive  half  the  profits.  Obtaining  noth- 
ing for  his  services,  however,  he  took  his  farniK 
and  went  to  work  for  another  man,  Dr.  Dailey. 
He  was  more  successful  this  time,  making  some- 
thing more  than  expenses.  He  continued  to 
farm  on  shares  a number  of  vears,  and  having 
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accumulated  enough  money  to  purchase  land  of 
bis  own,  in  due  time  he  became  the  proprietor 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres,  well 
tilled  and  fertile.  Buying  that  property  in 
and  living  there  until  coming  to  Oklahoma,  in 
1892,  he  bought  a house  and  lot  in  Guthrie, 
which  he  later  traded  for  his  present  home.  The 
price  of  this  place  was  $1,700.00,  and  the  many 
improvements  he  has  made  have  added  much  to 
its  value. 

In  1896  Mr.  Whitlow  became  a member  of  the 
organization  known  as  the  Cimarron  Gin  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Whitlow  and  another  man  bought 
out  the  other  partners,  and  they  put  up  a cotton 
gin,  which  can  put  out  twenty  bales  a day.  Be- 
sides the  cotton  gin,  they  also  run  a sawmill  in 
connection  with  it. 

Miss  Alice  Ross  became  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject in  1891,  in  Lamar  county,  Tex.,  and  of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  two  children — Scott 
E.  and  Mosetta.  Mr.  Whitlow  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  but  cares  little  for  the  honors  and 
emoluments  of  office. 


JUDGE  EDWARD  GUTHRIE  SPILMAN. 
J Prominent  in  political  and  professional  cir- 
cles in  Oklahoma,  Judge  E.  G.  Spilman 
needs  no  introduction  to  the  public.  His  labors 
on  behalf  of  this  territory  are  duly  appreciated, 
and  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  has  been 
properly  deemed  our  best  representative  in  con- 
ventions assembled  for  the  promotion  of  the 
local  welfare. 

The  family  to  which  the  Judge  belongs  is  an 
old  and  honored  one  in  Virginia,  dating  back  to 
early  colonial  days.  The  name  is  of  Celtic  ori- 
gin, and  tradition  traces  it  back  to  Sir  Henry 
Spelman,  the  famous  English  antiquarian,  who 
was  of  Welch  extraction.  Our  subject's  great- 
grandfather, John  Spilman,  familiarly  known  as 
"Governor'’  Spilman,  was  a hero  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  he  participated  in  an  official  capac- 
ity. He  owned  a large  plantation  in  the  Lit- 
tle Fork,  in  Virginia,  and  for  his  day  was 
esteemed  very  wealthy.  He  was  a descendant  of 
Capt.  Harry  Spilman,  who  came  to  America 
when  a mere  lad  with  Capt.  John  Smith,  who 
paid  the  young  man  the  following  tribute  in  his 
history:  “Capt.  Harry  Spilman  was  one  of  the 

most  useful  and  deserving  men  in  the  colony, 
and  had  been  the  least  rewarded  by  the  Crown 
until  he  was  given  a large  grant  of  land."  In  his 
youth  Harry  Spilman  learned  the  Indian  lan- 
guage, and  indeed  was  a captive  for  several 
years.  Finally  he  was  rescued  by  the  English, 
and  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  the  tribal 
language  rendered  great  service  to  his  own  peo- 
ple. Upon  his  large  plantation,  where  he 
employed  many  “apprentices,"  as  they  were 


called  in  those  days,  once  occurred  one  of  the 
dreadful  Indian  massacres  which  drenched 
American  soil  with  the  life-blood  of  our  heroic 
forefathers. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  Conway  Spilman, 
was  born  in  Culpeper  county,  and  passed  his 
entire  life  upon  a plantation  in  that  immediate 
locality,  lie  married  Lucy  Fishback,  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  of  an  old  Virginia  family.  Her 
ancestors  were  among  the  first  settlers  at  Ger- 
mania Ford,  on  the  Rappahannock  and  her 
father,  Col.  Frederick  Fishback,  held  a commis- 
sion as  colonel  of  a regiment  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Judge  E.  M.  Spilman,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  on  the  old  plantation  in  Cul- 
peper county.  Early  in  life  he  entered  the  legal 
profession,  in  which  he  rose  to  distinction,  and 
for  twenty  years  he  served  as  a judge.  Though 
now  eighty  years  of  age  he  is  active  in  body  and 
mind,  and  has  only  been  retired  from  the  foren- 
sic arena  about  two  years.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  fraternally, 
stands  high  in  Masonry.  His  wife,  Eliza  C.,  was 
a daughter  of  Baldwin  Day,  of  English  descent. 
The  father  was  born  in  Fauquier  county.  Va., 
and  for  years  was  a leading  merchant  of  Warren- 
ton.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
married  Lucretia  Guthrie,  whose  father  held  a 
commission  as  a captain  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. A native  of  Scotland,  with  his  two  broth- 
ers, James  and  John,  the  captain  emigrated  to 
Georgetown,  Aid.,  prior  to  the  Revolution.  For 
many  years  he  owned  several  vessels  which  were 
engaged  in  the  merchant  trade  on  the  Atlantic, 
and  in  his  time  he  was  well  known  in  George- 
town and  Alexandria,  Va.,  in  both  of  which 
places  he  dwelt  for  a period.  He  married  a 
Miss  Hoskinson,  of  New  Jersey,  and  their 
daughter  Lucretia  was  born  in  Alexandria.  The 
family  of  Hoskinson  resided  near  Trenton  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  great  battle  at  that  point  Washington  and 
his  staff  were  their  guests.  The  founder  of  this 
family  in  the  United  States  was  Rev.  Mr.  Hos- 
kinson, an  Episcopal  clergyman,  who.  upon  his 
arrival  from  England,  took  up  his  residence  on 
the  Delaware  river,  in  New  Jersey. 

Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  Judge  E.  M. 
and  Eliza  C.  Spilman  four  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters survive.  Col.  Baldwin  Day  Spilman  was 
graduated  at  West  Point  and  for  twelve  years 
served  in  the  Seventh  United  States  Cavalrv 
(General  Custer’s  old  regiment),  a portion  of  the 
time  being  a second  lieutenant.  Subsequentlv 
he  held  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  the 
West  Virginia  National  Guard,  and  in  the  Span- 
ish-American  war  was  colonel  of  a West  Virginia 
regiment.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing and  mining  enterprises  in  the  state 
mentioned,  and  his  brother,  Henry  E.,  is  sinj- 
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ilarly  employed,  being  a mining  engineer  and 
superintendent  of  mines.  Another  brother,  Rob- 
ert S.,  a graduate  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Med- 
ical College  of  New  York,  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Norfolk,  Ya. 

Judge  E.  G.  Spilman  was  born  January  5, 
1855,  in  Fauquier  county,  Ya.,  and  in  his  boy- 
hood he  became  familiar  with  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  war,  as  his  father's  plantation  often 
served  as  a battle  field  or  camping  ground  for 
the  forces.  Completing  his  education  in  Jeffer- 
sonton  Academy,  he  then  took  up  the  study  of 
law  under  the  able  tutelage  of  his  father.  Being- 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Warrenton,  Ya.,  in  June, 
1877,  he  at  once  embarked  in  practice  in  that 
city,  but  soon  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
the  west. 

In  1879  Mr.  Spilman  went  to  the  Black  Hills, 
Dak.,  and  for  five  years  was  engaged  in  prac- 
tice at  Deadwood.-  In  1884  he  removed  to 
Rapid  City,  Dak.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  pro- 
fessional work  until  April,  1888.  At  that  time  he 
was  appointed  register  of  the  United  States  land 
office  at  Devil’s  Lake,  N.  D.,  and  for  three  years 
faithfully  administered  the  duties  of  his  responsi- 
ble position.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  resigned 
in  order  to  return  to  West  Yirginia,  and  for 
about  two  years  and  a half  carried  on  a law  prac- 
tice in  Huntington.  In  September,  1893,  having 
been  appointed  register  of  the  United  States 
land  office  at  Kingfisher,  he  came  to  this  terri- 
tory and  assumed  his  new  duties.  During  the 
four  years  of  his  service  here  he  won  the  com- 
mendation gf  the  public,  and  to  many  it  was  a 
source  of  regret  when,  in  October.  1897,  he 
retired  from  the  office.  Since  that  time  he  has 
devoted  his  attention  to  the  law,  and  has  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a large  and  representative 
practice. 

Judge  Spilman  is  now  acting  as  a committee- 
man for  Oklahoma  to  the  national  Democratic 
congressional  committee,  this  being  his  second 
term  in  the  office.  He  also  is  a member  of  the 
territorial  Democratic  central  committee,  repre- 
senting Kingfisher  county,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1900  he  attended  the  Democratic  National  Com- 
mittee'Assembly  at  Washington  as  Oklahoma’s 
Democratic  agent,  using  his  influence  for  Kan- 
sas City  as  a place  for  the  national  convention. 
In  fact  he  was  one  of  the  five  persons  who  cast 
the  first  votes  in  favor  of  Kansas  Citv.  Also, 
owing  to  his  indefatigable  efforts  Oklahoma  was 
benefited  i 11  this  way,  six  instead  of  four  national 
delegates  being  allowed  to  the  territorv.  No 
one  has  been  more  interested  than  he  in  the 
subject  of  free  homes,  and  one  of  the  first  arti- 
cles appearing  on  this  great  question,  published 
in  the  Kingfisher  Times,  was  written  bv  him. 
He  was  active  in  securing  the  passage  of  bene- 
ficial land  legislation  notably  in  urging  that  the 


citizens  of  Oklahoma,  who  have  commuted  their 
homesteads,  be  allowed  to  make  second  entry  as 
is  the  case  elsewhere  in  public  lands.  Fraternally 
he  is  a member  of  Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  8,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  this  city. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Spilman  and  Mrs.  C. 
S.  (Sloan)  Tracy  was  solemnized  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  in  1884.  She  is  a native  of  St.  Louis  and  is 
a daughter  of  Edwin  C.  Sloan,  who  is  one  of  the 
prominent  commission  merchants  of  that  city . 


WINFIELD  SCOTT  KESSLER,  a rail- 
road man  and  successful  farmer,  residing 
on  the  northwestern  quarter  of  section  9, 
township  16,  range  3,  Logan  county,  also  has  a 
claim  on  the  northeastern  quarter  section  8, 
township  16,'  range  3,  Logan  county.  He  was 
born  in  York  county,  Pa.,  July  20,  1861,  and  is  a 
son.  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Snyder)  Kessler, 
also  natives  of  York  county.  When  his  son 
Winfield  was  ten  years  old,  the  father  took  up  a 
homestead  on  Smokey  river,  near  Bunker  II ill, 
Ivans.,  where  he  lived  for  about  twenty  years, 
subsequently  going  to  Leavenworth,  Ivans., 
which  is  still  his  home. 

W.  S.  Kessler  lived  at  home  on  His  father's 
farm,  and  learned  the  many  things  pertaining 
to  this  kind  of  work  which  proved  of  much 
practical  benefit  to  him  in  later  years.  In  addi- 
tion, he  received  a fair  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  later  developed  into  an  interested 
reader  of  current  literature,  keeping  at  all  times 
well  abreast  of  the  happenings  of  the  day. 

In  1892  Mr.  Kessler  began  to  feel  the  limita- 
tions of  a continued  residence  in  the  country, 
and  looked  around  for  some  kind  of  occupation 
more  in  accord  with  the  promptings  of  his  ambi- 
tious nature.  Fie  accordingly  made  application 
for  a position  with  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Com- 
pany, which  position  was  soon  forthcoming,  and 
he  started  in  at  his  work  as  a fireman.  In  1889 
he  made  the  run  to  Oklahoma  on  horseback, 
and  secured  his  present  homestead. 

Upon  taking  up  his  claim  in  Oklahoma,  Air. 
Kessler  built  himself  a box  house,  10x12  feet  in 
dimensions,  which  served  as  a home  for  his 
family  during  the  first  year,  while  he  was  still 
connected  with  the  railroad.  There  has  been 
added  to  the  house  since  an  8x12  feet  addition, 
which  is  used  for  a kitchen.  After  five  years  the 
house  was  moved  from  its  original  position  be- 
side the  creek  to  its  present  location.  It  was 
at  one  time  considerably  damaged  bv  a passing 
cyclone,  but  was  rebuilt  in  a more  solid  and 
substantial  manner.  A large,  commodious  barn 
was  built  in  the  fall  of  1900.  In  1897  Mr.  Kess- 
ler bought  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres,  which 
he  owns  in  addition  to  his  other  property.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  independent.  He  has  no 
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• ..iitical  aspirations  and  has  never  voted  tor  a 
j.n-'ulcnt. 

Mr.  Kessler  was  married  in  Kansas,  January 
. 1S86,  to  Rhoda  Lewis,  born  in  Columbiana 

* minty,  Oliio,  and  a daughter  of  Stephen  and 
M.irv  (Stumpf)  Lewis.  Her  father  was  a per- 
«,.n.d  acquaintance  of  President  McKinley,  and 

real  I v aided  in  bringing  about  his  first  election 
t.i  congress. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kessler:  May,  born  in  Raton,  N.  M.,  September 
( j886,  and  Isla,  born  on  the  home  farm,  July 
;.  1898. 


AW.  HURLEY.  Prominent  among  the 
many  who  have  contributed,  along  special 
lines,  to  the  development  and  well-being 
of  their  adopted  territory,  may  be  mentioned 
the  name  of  A.  W.  Hurley,  who,  as  the  popular 
chief  clerk  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe 
agenev  at  Darlington,  has  ably  filled  a position 
requiring  special  aptitude  and  tactful  manage- 
ment. 

When  but  a small  boy.  Mr.  Hurley  left  his  na- 
tive town  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  where  he  was  born 
Svnumbcr  25,  1865,  and  went  to  Arkansas.  The 
greater  part  of  his  education  was  acquired  at 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  College,  after 
which  he  prepared  for  future  independence  by 
serving  for  three  years  as  a printer’s  apprentice. 
With  the  idea  of  broadening  his  prospects,  he 
"ought  the  far  west,  and  in  San  Diego,  Cal.,  se- 
cured the  position  of  telegraphic  editor  of  the 
Newspaper  Union.  After  three  years  of  expe- 
rience in  this  line,  he  returned  to  Arkansas,  and 
utilized  knowledge  gained  as  editor  of  the  Ben- 
ton County  Democrat.  The  paper  was  con- 
ducted under  Mr.  Hurley's  able  management 
from  1887  until  1893,  at  which  time  he  retired 
from  editorial  work,  to  identify  himself  with 
the  Indian  service,  as  chief  clerk  of  the  agency 
■ i Ponca.  In  1898  he  was  transferred  to  the 
' heyenne  and  Arapahoe  agency,  which  he  has 
Mnce  continued  to  manage  from  the  headquar- 
ters at  Darlington. 

Hie  father  of  Mr.  Hurley.  Dr.  Thomas  W. 
Hurley,  is  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  at  the 
present  time  a prominent  physician  and  surgeon 
at  Bentonville.  Ark.  For  more  than  thirty  vears 
Dr.  Hurley  has  stood  at  the  head  of  his  profes- 
sion in  his  adopted  town,  his  skill  in  diagnosis 
and  his  successful  treatment  of  complicated  and 
apparently  hopeless  cases  having  won  for  him 
Die-  confidence  and  patronage  of  a large  portion 
a the  communitv.  He  is  possessed  of  a more 
than  local  celebrity,  and  was  at  one  time  presi- 
‘ ‘ ' n t of  the  Arkansas  State  Medical  Societv. 
! his  position  of  trust  brought  into  bold  relief 
the  erudition  and  practical  research  of  Dr.  Hur- 


ley, who  was  thus  enabled  to  exert  an  extended 
influence  in  securing  the  highest  results  for  the 
profession.  A further  evidence  of  the  appre- 
ciation of  his  fellow-practitioners  was  his  ap- 
pointment to  membership  in  the  American 
Medical  Society.  During  the  years  of  his  special 
devotion  to  politics,  Dr.  Hurley  was  for  some 
time  editor  of  the  Benton  County  Democrat. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  His 
wife,  formerly  Maria  L.  Neal,  became  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  arc  living, 
A.  W.  being  second  oldest.  Mary  L.  is  the 
wife  of  E.  L.  Richards,  of  San  Diego,  Cal.;  A. 
W.  is  living  at  Darlington;  C.  E.  is  a physician 
of  Bentonville,  Ark.;  Emma  D.  is  the  wife  of  J. 

S.  Stephenson,  proprietor  of  the  Benton  County 
Democrat,  and  Eva  E.  is  the  widow  of  Edgar  Y. 
Hottel,  manager  of  the  Carthage  (Mo.)  Ban- 
ner. 

In  1887  Air.  A.  W.  Hurley  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Lucy  D.  Robinson,  a daughter  of  Dr. 
C.  M.  Robinson,  a prominent  druggist  of  Ben- 
tonville, Ark.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurley  have 
been  born  five  children,  viz.:  Harold  INI.,  Dreux 

T. .  Katherine  L.,  Augustus  H.  and  Madge  X. 

Mr.  Hurley  has  rendered  conspicuous  service 

to  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
served  as  delegate  to  various  national  conven- 
tions. 1 1 is  name  was  mentioned  for  secretary 
of  the  state  of  Arkansas  in  1892.  In  his  capacity 
of  editor  he  was  appointed  delegate  to  the  Edi- 
torial Convention  at  Detroit  in  1SS9.  With  the 
fraternal  associations  Air.  Hurley  is  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Encampment,  at  Bentonville,  and  is 
past  representative  to  the  state  grand  lodge, 
also  past  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
Lodge  at  Bentonville,  Ark.  He  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  a'  member  of  Wichita  Consistory  ATo.  2, 
Scottish  Rite  Masons,  of  Wichita,  Ivans.,  and  a 
member  of  India  Temple,  AT.  M.  S.,  of  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.  Recently  he  has  become  a member 
of  I’awnce  Tribe  of  Red  Men  and  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  Lodge  at  El  Reno. 
Okla. 


Henry  Howard  watkixs.  Men 

who  possess  the  reliable  and  substantial 
characteristics  shown  by  Mr.  Watkins  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Enid  have  ever  been  re- 
garded as  the  backbone  of  the  communities  in 
which  their  lot  has  been  cast.  This  is  especially 
true  of  promising  and  undeveloped  localities, 
which  are  so  dependent  upon  the  intellectual 
and  moral  attributes  of  their  earlv  settlers,  and. 
when  applied  to  the  commercial  world,  to  their 
application  of  the  highest  and  soundest  business 
principles.  In  his  capacity  as  cashier  of  the 
Citizens'  Bank  of  Enid.  Mr.  Watkins  has  won 
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the  unswerving  confidence  of  the  public,  and  as 
a friend  and  citizen  his  popularity  is  due  to  his 
many  sterling  qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 

A native  of  Warren  Center,  Bradford  county, 
Pa.,  Mr.  Watkins  was  born  March  12.  1866, 
and  is  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Morris) 
Watkins,  natives  of  Wales.  Early  in  the  cen- 
tury the  paternal  grandfather.  Edward  Wat- 
kins, brought  his  strong,  sturdy  national  traits 
from  his  mountainous  native  land,  and  upon 
reaching  America  located  in  Carbondale,  Pa 
He  was  superintendent  of  the  blocking  of 
mines,  and  continued  his  occupation  in  the 
mines  of  Pennsylvania.  His  latter  days  were 
spent  in  retirement  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  son,  Wil- 
liam, lived  until  grown  at  Carbondale,  where  he 
received  a good  common-school  education, 
going,  when  he  contemplated  an  independent 
business  venture,  to  Bradford  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  commission  business,  and  also 
owned  a farm.  When  his  son,  Henry  IT.,  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  he  removed  to  Owego, 
X.  Y.,  still  engaging  in  the  commission  business 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  rejected  upon  ten- 
dering his  services  to  the  government.  An  ar- 
dent Republican,  he  has  attained  some  promi- 
nence in  local  affairs,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  wife,  formerly 
Elizabeth  Morris,  was  a native  of  Cardigan-, 
shire,  Wales,  and  a daughter  of  David  Morris, 
who  brought  his  family  to  America  and  located 
in  Bradford  county,  where  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  His  death  at  the  age  of  nearly 
ninety  years  was  due  to  injuries  received  from 
a runaway  accident.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Watkins 
are  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living:  Henry  PI.,  of  this  sketch:  Edward, 
living  in  Pearl  City.  Ilk:  Anna,  wife  of  Prof.  F. 
J.  Beardsley,  principal  of  schools  of  North  T011- 
awanda,  X.  Y. ; and  Mary,  widow  of  J.  C. 
Bowen,  residing  on  the  old  homestead  at  War- 
ren Center,  Pa. 

Mr.  Henry  Watkins- was  educated  in  Bradford 
county  until  his  twelfth  year,  and  after  that  in 
the  public  schools  of  Owego,  X.  Y.  where  he 
graduated  from  the  high-school  in  1887.  At  the 
suggestion  of  his  friends  and  medical  adviser 
he  sought  the  larger  possibilities  of  the  west, 
trusting  much  from  a change  of  climate  and 
location.  He  settled  in  Illinois,  where  he  taught 
school  in  Carroll  county  for  one  vear,  going 
thence  to  Houston,  Minn.,  where  he  taught  for 
another  year.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Nebraska 
and  engaged  in  the  chattel  loan  business,  under 
the  firm  name  of  John  Paley  X Co.,  and  subse- 
quently became  assistant  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Gresham,  Neb.  In  1801  Mr.  Watkins  made  air 
advantageous  change  of  residence  to  Kingfisher, 
Okla.,  and  besides  being  assistant  cashier  of  the 


Bank  of  Kingfisher  conducted  a loan  and  real- 
estate  business.  In  1894  he  came  to  Enid,  bought 
an  interest  in  the  Citizens’  Bank  of  North  Enid, 
and  became  the  cashier  of  the  same,  and  man- 
ager until  1896,  when  the  institution  was 
removed  to  Enid  proper,  and  ita  name  changed 
to  the  Citizens’  Bank  of  Enid.  The  capitaliza- 
tion was  $14,000,  with  a surplus,  and  a general 
banking  business  is  carried  on,  the  location  of 
the  bank  being  central,  opposite  the  Land  Office. 

Mrs.  Watkins,  formerly  NTH  Crosthwait,  is  a 
native  of  Iowa,  and  a daughter  of  Perry  Crosth- 
wait,  at  the  present  time  a resident  of  Kingfisher. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watkins  have  been  born  two 
children,  Ethel  Elizabeth,  and  Dorothy.  Mr. 
Watkins  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  never 
deviated  front  the  principles  laid  down  by  that 
reliable  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Terri- 
torial Bankers’  Association,  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  all  of  its  undertakings  since  its 
organization.  Fraternally,  he  is  variously  asso- 
ciated, and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order 
at  Enid,  having  joined  that  organization  in 
Nebraska.  Fie  was  raised  to  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  at  Kingfisher,  and  is  a charter  member 
of  the  chapter  there.  Made  a Knight  Templar 
at  El  Reno,  by  the  Ascension  Commmdery. 
he  also  is  a member  of  India  Temple,  X.  M.  $., 
of  Oklahoma  City,  and  belongs  to  the  consistory 
at  Wichita.  Mr.  Watkins  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  in 
1892,  and  elected  the  first  grand  treasurer,  has 
held  the  position  ever  since.  With  his  family 
he  is  connected  with  the  interests  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  and  contributes  generously 
towards  its  maintenance.  Mr.  Watkins  is 
immensely  popular  in  his  adopted  town,  his  large 
heartedness,  kindliness,  and  optimistic  tempera- 
ment winning  him  friends  among  all  classes  of 
people. 


DR.  J.  R.  SMITH  is  one  of  the  older  resi- 
dents of  Canadian  county,  having  made 
his  first  appearance,  here  in  Mav.  1889, 
and  coming  from  Jefferson  county,  Kans.'  It 
was  an  easy  thing  for  him  to  win  recognition 
of  his  ability  as  a physician  and  surgeon,  and 
now  also  the  proprietor  of  an  extensive  drug 
store,  he  is  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Smith  was  born  in  Henrv  countv.  Inch, 
where  his  father,  J.  M.  Smith,  carried  on  an 
extensive  packing  business  for  several  vears. 
He  was  a stock  dealer  all  his  life,  and  has  led  a 
busy  career.  He  is  now  living  in  Jefferson 
county,  Kans.,  where  he  owns  a fine  farm.  Tie 
married  Catherine  Ridgeway,  and  nine  children 
blessed  this  union.  Among  the  number  is  Rob- 
ert, a druggist  at  Meriden,  Kans.:  J.  R.: 
Matilda;  George,  a druggist  at  Spokane,  Wash.: 
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Levura,  the  wife  of  J.  Rolland,  the  editor  of  the 
Neola  Times,  of  Xeola,  Iowa;  Charles  L.,  a 
dentist  at  Mound  City,  Mo.;  William,  with  the 
Hess  Manufacturing  Company;  Larkin  C.,  a 
druggist  at  Wardner,  Idaho.  There  are  six  drug- 
gists in  the  family,  and  it  is  proud  of  all  of  its 
representatives  in  the  business.  The  mother 
died  in  1900. 

Dr.  Smith  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Henry 
county,  Ind., and  received  his  higher  education  at 
the  Spiceland “Quaker'’ college  and  at  the  North- 
western Christian  University  at  Indianapolis.  He 
taught  school  at  home  a few  years  and  then 
attended  the  Kansas  City  Medical  College  in 
1879-80  and  the  University  Medical  College  at 
Kansas  City  in  1897-98.  For  a period  he  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Barber  county,  Kans.,  and 
then  removed  to  Meriden,  in  that  state,  where 
he  remained  three  years  longer.  In  1889,  when 
Oklahoma  was  thrown  open  to  settlement,  he 
was  among  the  first  to  enter,  and  locating  at 
old  Reno  City,  soon  had  a practice  of  wide 
extent.  He  took  up  a claim  in  Reno  township, 
and  in  1891  moved  a drug  store  on  the  farm, 
and  improving  the  homestead,  followed  his  prac- 
tice all  the  time.  In  1895  he  traded  his  farm, 
then  in  a high  state  of  cultivation,  for  a drug 
stock  at  Okarche.  This  he  retains  and  continues 
his  practice  at  the  same  time.  In  both  lines  he 
is  very  successful.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  was 
elected  the  first  coroner  in  Canadian  county,  but 
was  compelled  to  resign  by  the  pressure  of  pro- 
fessional duties.  In  1S93  was  married  to 
Miss  Minnie  Stambaugh,  a charming  and  grace- 
ful lady,  who  has  proved  in  every  respect  a fit 
companion  to  the  doctor. 


ABROX.  When  but  ten  years  of  age.  Air. 
Brox  crossed  the  seas  from  Germany  to 
America,  with  his  parents,  and  upon  their 
arrival  here,  in  1866,  located  in  Atchison  county, 
Kans.  There,  and  in  Doniphan  county,  whither 
the  family  later  moved,  he  received  a practical 
home  training,  and  the  education  afforded  by  the 
public  schools. 

In  the  fall  of  1874  he  went  to  Colorado,  and 
for  three  years  was  engaged  in  the  mining  camps 
in  the  vicinity  of  Georgetown,  and  also  inter- 
ested himself  in  the  dairy  and  gardening  busi- 
ness. In  1S77  he  returned  to  Atchison  county, 
Ivans.,  where,  after  farming  until  1884.  he  settled 
in  Sumner  county,  same  state,  where  he  bought 
land  seventeen  miles  northwest  of  Caldwell,  and 
devoted  his  time  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  In  January,  1891.  Mr.  Brox  took  up  his 
residence  in  Oklahoma,  and  bought  the  farm 
upon  which  he  has  since  lived,  located  on  Tur- 
key creek,  and  of  which  seventy  acres  is  bottom 
land.  The  family  joined  him  the  following  year. 
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At  the  present  time  one  hundred  and  ten  acres 
are  under  cultivation,  which  is  principally  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  wheat.  A good  orchard 
has  been  set  out,  containing  about  four  hundred 
trees,  and  bearing  all  kinds  of  fruits.  To  the 
owner  thereof  belongs  the  distinction  of  having 
the  largest  cherry  orchard  in  Kingfisher  county, 
the  trees  yielding  from  $30  to  $60  worth  of  fruit 
per  year.  The  place  is  fenced  in,  requiring  about 
three  miles  of  fence,  and  the  water  facilities  are 
especially  adapted  to  the  raising  of  fruit  and 
stock. 

In  1891  Mr.  Brox  erected  a commodious  and 
comfortable  house,  at  the  time  the  best  in  the 
county,  and  at -the  present  time  has  few  supe- 
riors. In  1880  occurred  the  marriage  of  Air. 
Brox  and  Hattie  Martin,  of  Doniphan  county, 
Ivans.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children  : 
Josephine  C.,  Arthur  J.,  Jessie  Vienna,  Edna 
Rue,  Grace  Ruth  and  Roy  Henry. 

Mr.  Brox  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
wide-awake  farmers  of  the  township,  and  has 
various  interests  remote  from  his  immediate  con- 
cerns. In  politics  he  is  associated  with  the  un- 
dertakings of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
held  a number  of  local  and  other  offices.  An 
enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  education,  he  has 
contributed  time  and  money  to  bettering  the 
opportunities  of  his  locality,  and  was  a member 
of  the  township  board  for  two  terms,  also  director 
of  the  school  district  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
Pie  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  the  erection 
of  schoolhouses,  and  further  demonstrated  his 
interest  in  the  public  welfare  by  helping  to  build 
the  bridges  over  Turkey  creek.  A strange  fact 
is  that  Air.  Brox  has,  while  occupying  his  orig- 
inal farm,  lived  in  three  townships,  viz.:  Cimar- 
ron, Hennessey  and  Center,  the  variety  being 
caused  by  the  changing  of  the  township  lines. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  organizers  of  the 
Farmers’  Alill  Company,  at  Hennessey,  and  is 
treasurer  of  the  company.  He  is  also  proprietor 
of  the  Brox  & Pulver  brickyard,  at  Kiel,  King- 
fisher county,  the  owner  of  considerable  town 
property  at  that  place,  and  senior  member  of  the 
livery  and  feed  firm  of  Brox  & Alartin,  at  Kiel, 
lie  is  also  a stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Central  Oklahoma  Telephone  Company. 


CHARLES  CH  A At  BERLIN  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  surveyed  and  laid  out 
Oklahoma  City  and  hundreds  of  other 
western  towns.  A civil  engineer  by  occupation, 
he  has  followed  that  calling  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  since  early  manhood,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  city  engineer  of  Oklahoma  Citv. 

A Tr.  Chamberlin  was  born  in  North  Walling- 
ford, Vt.,  August  16,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  James 
and  Lucinda  (Doublcday)  Chamberlin.  His 
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father  was  born  in  England,  and  when  a young 
man  came  to  this  country,  with  two  brothers, 
locating  in  North  Wallingford,  Yt.  Pic  was  a 
contractor  in  the  mountains  and  also  followed 
the  lumbering  trade.  lie  and  his  wife,  who 
reared  only  one  child,  died  but  a week  apart, 
when  our  subject  was  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Charles  Chamberlin  was  reared  in  Vermont 
until  the  fall  of  1S48,  when  he  went  to  Warren 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  worked  in  a broom  handle 
factory.  When  seventeen  years  old  he  went  to 
Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  and  attended  school 
two  years,  studying  civil  engineering  in  a pri- 
vate engineering  school.  In  1853  he  went  to 
New  Jersey  on  a railroad  survey  for  the  Raritan 
& Delaware  Bay  Railroad.  Returning  to  New 
York  City,  he  followed  his  occupation  eight 
years,  nearly  all  of  which  time  he  served  as  one 
of  the  city  engineers.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
attempted  to  enlist  with  Col.  Alexander  T. 
Shaler,  but  failed  to  pass  examination  owing  to 
poor  health.  T11  1865  he  went  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  and  in  the  spring  of  t866  with  a party 
made  a southwest  preliminary  survey  with  the 
view  of  getting  a land  grant  for  what  is  now  the 
Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & Omaha  Rail- 
road. Pie  continued  until  it  went  into  the  hands 
of  the  construction  company,  and  was  then  chief 
engineer  for  that  road  until  he  entered  its  land 
department  as  examiner  of  railroad  land,  with 
headquarters  at  St.  Paul. 

In  1874  he  located  at  Great  Bend.  Barton 
county,  Kans.,  and  in  January  of  the  following 
year  entered  the  employ  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
& Santa  Fe  Railroad,  having  charge  of  the  town 
sites  department.  He  laid  out  town  sites  all  over 
Kansas  in  1886  and  1887,  including  over  one 
hundred  towns  on  the  various  branches  and 
extensions,  his  headquarters  being  at  Topeka, 
Kans.,  until  1889.  In  March  of  that  year  he  was 
sent  to  secure  data  and  lay  out  the  towns  along 
the  Santa  Fe  line  in  Oklahoma.  Pie  remained 
three  weeks,  secured  data  fur  eleven  towns,  then 
returned  to  Topeka  and  set  the  draftsmen  at 
work  upon  it.  1 fe  abandoned  all  except  Guthrie. 
Edmond,  Oklahoma  City  and  Norman,  and  came 
to  the  territory  with  four  parties,  leaving  one  at 
each  of  the  towns  and  himself  locating  at  Okla- 
homa City  on  Saturday,  April  20.  1889.  On 
Monday  he  began  laying  out  the  citv  and  con- 
tinued until  its  completion.  lie  has  since  been 
located  here,  with  the  exception  of  two  vears  at 
Kansas  City.  He  became  the  first  city  engineer 
and  for  the  past  eight  years  has  served  efficiently 
in  that  capacity,  establishing  the  grades  of  the 
city  about  1895.  Possessing  no  little  ingenuity, 
he  invented  the  first  single  cylinder  double  act- 
ing pump,  which  was  said  by  George  Hale  to 
be  the  best  in  the  country,  but  as  the  pump 
manufacturers  were  overstocked  with  the  other 


kind,  they  could  not  be  persuaded  to  take  it  up. 
In  1891  he  built  a residence  at  No.  114  Second 
street,  where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  was  married  in  Lesueur 
county,  Minn.,  to  Miss  Jennie  Jones,  who 
was  born  in  Pittston,  Pa.,  and  was  but  two 
years  old  when  her  parents — Thomas  and  Marv 
(Roberts)  Jones,  natives  of  Wales — located  in 
Minnesota.  She  had  four  brothers  and  a brother- 
in-law  who  saw  service,  in  the  Federal  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war.  Fraternally  Mr.  Chamberlin 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Association  of  Civil  Engineers 
and  Surveyors  of  ( Mdahoma,  and  served  as  its 
first  president. 


JC.  SWINK  has  been  a resident  of  the  ter- 
ritory since  1892,  and  in  these  busy  hust- 
ling years  has  secured  a fine  standing  for 
himself,  not  only  by  his  pluck  and  push,  but  also 
by  his  manifest  integrity:  and  genial  spirit.  He 
is  the  proprietor  of  the  Okarche  roller  mills, 
which  under  his  management  has  become  widely 
known  both  for  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of 
its  output.  He  came  here  from  Kansas  City 
when  in  the  prime  of  life  and  his  manly  charac- 
teristics at  once  were  recognized  and  given  the 
place  they  deserved. 

Mr.  Swink  was  born  in  Clark  county,  Mo.,  in 
1848.  His  father,  David  Swink,  was  a farmer, 
Pennsylvania  born  and  bred.  He  moved  to 
McDonough  county,  111.,  when -his  son,  whose 
career  is  the  theme  of  this  writing,  was  onlv  a 
baby,  and  in  1859  sought  a home  in  Franklin 
county,  Ivan.,  where  the  future  Okarche  miller 
grew  to  manhood.  When  a boy  of  only  fif- 
teen our  subject  enlisted  in  the  Union  army, 
and  was  enrolled  a member  of  Company  A, 
Tenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was 
afterward  converted  into  mounted  infantry.  He 
proved  a good  soldier  notwithstanding  his 
extreme  youth,  and  was  with  the  regiment  nearlv 
two  years.  He  was  wounded  at  ‘Westport,  and 
was  discharged  in  1865.  Returning  to  his 
father’s  home  in  Franklin  county,  he  recovered 
from  the  injuries  of  the  war,  and  in  1867  began 
his  career  as  a miller  in  Bates  countv,  Mo.  Hav- 
ing'bought  a saw  mill  he  ran  it  for  a time,  and 
then  built  and  operated  a flour  mill  for  two  vears. 
He  spent  four  years  in  Illinois.  In  1878  he  went 
to  Chautauqua  count}-.  Kans.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  hardware  and  lumber  business  as  a con- 
tractor. For  five  years  he  found  this  a 
satisfactory  occupation,  and  then  sold  out  his 
contracting  interests,  and  was  the  manager  of 
a cattle  ranch  in  Cowley  county,  Kans.,  for  a 
year.  He  was  with  the  G.  B.  Sltaw  lumber  com- 
pany four  months,  and  for  four  vears  was  a 
builder  and  contractor  in  Kansas  Citv.  Manv 
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large  and  imposing  buildings  are  now  standing 
in  the  residence  portion  of  that  city  which  were 
erected  by  him.  In  1892  he  came  to  Okarche, 
and  soon  after  was  appointed  an  instructor  in  an 
Indian  school,  a position  he  held  for  four  years. 
He  was  one  year  in  Santa  Fe.  In  1899  he 
returned  to  this  city,  built  the  Okarche  roller 
mill,  and  operates  it  himself.  He  makes  a spe- 
cial brand  of  Hour  known  as  the  White  Satin, 
and  this  enterprise  is  proving  quite  successful. 
He  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Canadian  county,  and  has  a pleasant  residence 
in  the  city.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  enterprises  that  look  to  the 
improvement  of  the  city.  He  married  Miss  Fan- 
nie Filkins,  and  they  have  three  children  in  their 
family,  Pearl,  Harry  and  Alma. 


RA.  FEILD,  M.  D.,  president  of  the  Cen- 
. tral  Oklahoma  Medical  Association,  per- 
manently located  in  Enid  November  27, 
1893,  and  has  since  conducted  his  practice  here 
with  gratifying  results.  He  was  born  in  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  October  19,  1856.  His  father, 
Julian  Feild,  a native  of  Virginia,  was  left  an 
orphan  at  twelve  years  of  age,  and  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  Fie  was  ambitious  and 
clever  and  at  a comparatively  early  age  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Fort  Worth,  Tex., 
opening  the  first  store  in  that  town.  He  was 
prominently  connected  with  the  growth  of  the 
city,  acquiring  considerable  political  influence, 
and  acting  at  one  time  as  postmaster.  After 
continuing  in  the  mercantile  business  for  many 
years,  he  built  a mill  at  Mansfield.  Tex.,  which 
was  the  first  steam  mill  in  western  Texas.  In  his 
capacity  as  miller,  he  shipped  flour  to  all  ports 
on  the  gulf  and  into  Mexico,  doing  what  was  a 
remarkable  business  for  that  day.  The  mill  was 
erected  about  1859  and  its  usefulness  is  still 
unimpaired;  it  was  sold  by  Mr.  Feild  in  1873 
and  now  is  operated  by  another  party.  During 
the  war  Mr.  Feild  was  attached  to  the  commis- 
sary department  and  was  given  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain. In  1888  he  removed  to  California  and 
bought  an  orange  grove,  in  winch  he  was  inter- 
ested at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1897. 

The  mother  of  Dr.  Feild  died  in  Forth  Worth, 
Tex.  She  was  Henrietta,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Buoisseau,  a planter  of  Louisiana,  and  of  French 
descent.  She  reared  a large  family,  eleven  of  her 
children  attaining  maturity,  and  of  this  number 
five  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  living.  One 
of  the  sons,  Julian  Theodore,  is  a practicing 
physician  in  Fort  Worth. 

Dr.  Feild  was  reared  in  Tarrant  county,  Tex., 
chiefly  in  the  village  of  Mansfield.  His  educa- 
tion for»a  time  was  conducted  in  the  John  Collier 


College  at  Mansfield,  but  at  the  end  of  the  soph- 
omore year  he  left  there  and  entered  George- 
town College  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  where 
he  completed  his  literary  studies.  It  had  been 
his  desire  from  boyhood  to  enter  the  medical 
profession,  and  as  soon  as  possible  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  study  of  the  science,  which 
during  the  early  months  of  his  reading  he  car- 
ried on  under  his  brother  at  Fort  Worth.  Even- 
tually, he  entered  the  University  of  Virginia,  at 
Charlottesville,  studying  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment for  one  year,  going  thence  to  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  18S0. 

That  year  Dr.  Feild  located  in  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.,  where  he  practiced  medicine  for  five 
months,  going  then  to  Little  Elm,  Denton 
county,  of  the  same  state,  where  he  enjoyed  a 
fine  patronage  from  his  fellow  citizens.  He  later 
practiced  for  a year  at  Mansfield,  and  in  1886 
went  to  Wheeler  county,  remaining  there  until 
the  opening  of  the  territory.  September  16, 
1893,  Dr.  Feild  came  to  Enid,  but  remained  only 
a few  days,  when  he  returned  to  arrange  for  his 
permanent  residence  here.  He  was  married  in 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  to  Nannie  J.  Newman,  a 
native  of  the  place,  and  a daughter  of  George 
Newman,  who  for  many  years  had  been  a mer- 
chant there.  To  this  couple  have  been  born  five 
children:  Julian,  Genevieve,  Mava,  Roscoe,  and 
George  N. 

One  recognition  of  merit  received  by  Dr. 
Feild  was  his  appointment  bv  Governor  Ren- 
frew to  the  position  of  coroner  of  Enid,  being 
the  first  to  hold  that  office  in  the  town.  Pie  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Central  Oklahoma  Med- 
ical Association  and  has  been  the  president  of 
the  same  for  some  time.  In  national  politics  the 
doctor  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  school  board  for  two  terms.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  associated  with  the  Masonic  order, 
Lodge  No.  19,  at  Enid,  and  with  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World. 


OSCAR  B.  BOXLEY,  more  familiarly  known 
as  "Jack"  Bexley,  is  a typical  representa- 
tive of  western  frontier  life,  with  a breezi- 
ness and  good  fellowship  about  him  quite 
exhilarating  to  the  more  staid  easterners  who 
have  located  near  him  in  Oklahoma.  Among 
the  first  to  see  the  possibilities  of  the  territorv, 
he  came  at  breakneck'  speed  from  the  Iowa 
reservation,  mounted  on  a charger  that  knew  no 
such  word  as  fail  when  the  reins  were  held  bv 
"Jack”  Bexley.  Once  located,  he  set  to  work 
to  clear  his  brush-covered  premises,  and  to  put 
all  things  in  order  for  the  reception  of  the 
various  kinds  of  seed  he  expected  to  plant.  The 
wide  sweep  and  freedom  of  the  prairies  had  on- 
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gendered  large  ideas  which  he  proceeded  to 
adapt  to  the  new  surroundings.  Small  matter 
that  his  own  head  was  exposed,  pending  the 
purchase  of  a tent,  to  the  doubtful  mercy  of  the 
elements,  so  long  as  the  seed  was  put  to  work 
in  the  soil,  with  instructions  to  show  a smiling 
green  face  with  the  shortest  possible  delay. 

Born  on  a farm  near  Princeton,  in  Mer- 
cer county,  Mo.,  Oscar  Boxley  is  a son 
of  William  A.  and  Mary  (Ballew)  Boxley, 
of  American  birth.  His  mother's  ancestors 
were  among  the  I7.  F.  V.’s  of  Virginia,  she 
being  a descendant  of  Pocahontas.  With  the 
blood  of  roaming  red  men  in  his  veins,  the  con- 
fines of  the  farm  seemed  a barrier  to  freedom, 
and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he  shook  the 
agricultural  dust  from  his  feet,  and  started  out 
to  follow  inclination,  wherever  she  might  lead. 
After  walking  for  fifty  miles  he  brought  up  with 
a railroad  train,  boarded  it,  and  got  off  at 
Quincy,  111.,  where  for  a time  he  worked  for  a 
Mr.  Collins.  Later  on  he  worked  for  Mr.  Smith 
of  Hannibal,  Mo.  A few  weeks  hence  found  him 
busily  engaged  in  managing  the  affairs  of  a ferry 
boat  on  the  Mississippi  river;  it  must  have  been 
an  adventurous  craft,  ’with  plenty  of  leaks  and 
possibilities  for  sinking,  for  it  interested  him  for 
eight  months.  Leaving  the  ferry-boat  to  a more 
humdrum  personage  lie  was  next  heard  of  at 
Everhart  Station,  Nev.,  where  the  peculiarities 
of  the  wood-laden  donkeys  that  he  drove  up  the 
mountains  to  the  quartz  mills  were  faithfully 
studied  for  six  months.  Leaving  the  quartz 
mills,  the  donkeys,  and  the  mountains,  he  re- 
turned for  a short  time  to  his  former  home  in 
Missouri,  and  presently  went  to  Texas,  where  he 
promptly  developed  into  a cowboy  of  the  most 
finished  kind.  During  the  winter  he  bought  and 
shipped  horses  to  Kentucky  and  other  points, 
and  in  the  summer  time  engaged  in  the  cattle 
business. 

The  Texas  experience  ended  in  18S6,  and 
April  22,  1889,  on  the  opening  day,  found  him 
located  on  southwest  quarter  section  30,  town- 
ship 16,  range  2 west,  Logan  county,  with  six 
hundred  dollars  in  his  pocket  with  which  to 
make  a start.  His  first  crops  were  of  corn  and 
millet,  in  the  ratio  of  twelve  and  six.  The  corn 
crop  was  a failure  owing  to  the  tardiness  of 
planting;  the  millet  output  exceeded  all  expecta- 
tion. In  the  fall  a large  amount  of  land  was 
covered  with  trees  that  in  time  would  constitute 
an  orchard,  where  apples,  peaches,  and  other 
varieties  of  fruit  might  be  harvested.  The  peach 
trees  bore  fruit  in  three  years  and  the  apples 
were  behind  them  two  years.  There  were  al-o 
set  out  all  kinds  of  deciduous  fruits — in  fact 
everything  consistent  with  the  climate  and  soil 
was  given  a chance  to  do  its  best  on  this  especial 
claim.  Mr.  Boxley  lived  in  his  tent  until  the 


last  of  June,  by  which  time  he  had  erected  the 
house  which  was  the  first  built  on  the  creek. 
In  1891  he  put  up  a good  barn,  having  used  a 
straw  shed  up  to  that  time,  and  a wind  mill  fol- 
lowed in  due  order.  There  are  four  wells  on  the 
farm,  the  first  one  having  caved  in,  thus  proving 
the  indisputable  presence  of  water,  at  a depth  of 
only  eleven  feet.  His  farm  now  consists  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land,  all  well 
improved.  September  1,  1900,  he  removed  to 
Guthrie,  which  is  now  his  home,  but  he  still 
retains  the  management  of  his  farm.  In  partner- 
ship with  L.  D.  Eossett  he  engaged  in  business 
in  the  Hotel  Royal  bar. 

While  entertaining  liberal  views  regarding  the 
politics  of  the  administration,  Mr.  Boxley  is 
interested  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
served  as  de-legate  to  a number  of  conventions, 
and  was  at  one  time  chairman  of  the  county  con- 
vention in  Logan  county. 

During  his  stay  in  Texas,  while  engaged  in 
the  cattle  business,  he  was  appointed  under- 
sheriff of  Ellis  county  by  Sheriff  Wash  D.  Ry- 
born,  a well  known  Texan  frontiersman. 

He  was  also  city  marshal  at  Ilunnewell,  Ivans., 
during  1882  and  1883,  when  that  town  was 
among  the  principal  shipping  points  in  southern 
Kansas  and  one  of  the  liveliest  on  the  frontier. 
It  required  a man  of  nerve  and  courage  to  be 
city  marshal,  and  although  almost  every  day  as 
many  as  one  hundred  cowboys  or  more  would 
congregate  in  the  place,  in  a very  short  time 
“Jack”  Boxley's  name  became  well  known  and 
respected  among  the  frontiersmen.  Ilis  fair 
play  in  all  matters  of  frontier  etiquette,  even  in 
the  use  of  firearms  as  a last  resort  to  restore 
peace,  earned  him  a place  in  the  regard  of  all. 


WM.  BAKER,  who  is  an  extensive  dealer 
in  lumber  and  all  kinds  of  building  ma- 
terial at  Okarche,  is  one  of  the  older 
residents  of  Oklahoma,  having  been  here  since 
1S90.  During  that  year  he  came  from  Missouri, 
his  native  state.  His  father,  J.  W.  Baker,  is  now 
living  in  Texas.  Crowing  to  manhood  on  the 
farm  where  he  was  born,  in  Randolph  county, 
our  subject  received  such  educational  advan- 
tages as  the  times  afforded.  When  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty  vears  he  left  home 
and  went  to  Oklahoma  City  in  1890.  He  entered 
the  employment  of  the  Alexander  Lumber  Com- 
pany, and  was  with  them  six  vears,  a vear  at 
( tklahoma  City  as  their  yard  man  and  fore- 
man ; at  Guthrie,  as  manager  for  one  vear;  and 
manager  at  Kingfisher,  three  years.  In  1895 
was  sent  to  Okarche  as  their  manager,  and  the 
next  year  bought  out  their  interests  in  this  citv. 
and  set  up  for  himself.  1 lere  he  has  been  highly 
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successful  in  building-  up  a prosperous  business 
from  the  very  foundation. 

Mr.  Baker  and  3.1  iss  Grace  Allen  were  mar- 
ried at  Kingfisher  in  1894.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Ruth,  a bright  and  promising  little 
girl.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Pawnee  Tribe  of 
Red  Men,  and  holds  the  office  of  Brave.  He 
also  belongs  to  Kingfisher  Lodge  No.  3,  K.  of 
P.,  and  is  popular  in  fraternal  circles.  He  de- 
votes his  business  hours  to  his  lumber  interests, 
and  is  paying  the  price  of  success.  He  started  in 
a small  way,  but  by  close  attention,  fair  dealing 
and  an  accommodating  spirit  has  won  and  re- 
tained the  public  favor  to  a marked  degree. 


BENJAMIN  KELSCH.  This  gentleman  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  El  Reno  since  locating 
here  in  1892,  and  has  contributed  his  full  share 
toward  advancing  its  prosperity  and  growth, 
giving  aid  to  various  enterprises  of  a beneficial 
nature.  A son  of  Nicholas  Kelseh,  he  was  born 
near  Greensburg,  Ind..  February  28,  1849.  of 
German  parentage.  His  grandfather  Kelseh 
emigrated  from  Germany  with  his  family,  lo- 
cating in  Illinois,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
years. 

Nicholas  Kelseh  was  born  in  Bavaria.  Ger- 
many, where  he  was  educated,  living  there  until 
seventeen  years  old.  Coming  then  to  this  coun- 
try with  his  parents  lie  followed  various  occupa- 
tions during  his  early  manhood,  having  been 
employed  by  Gen.  \Y.  H.  Harrison  when  he  was 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  also  worked 
for  the  general's  father.  He  was  engaged  for  a 
time  in  steamboating  on  the  Ohio  and  [Missis- 
sippi rivers,  and  while  in  the  employ  of  General 
Cole  worked  in  the  first  distillery  established  in 
Peoria,  111.  Lie  afterward  settled  on  a farm  in 
Indiana,  near  Greensburg.  but  removed  from 
there  to  Jubilee  township.  Peoria  county.  111  . 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  soots  in  the  entire 
state,  where  he  carried  on  general  farming  until 
1881.  Going  then  to  Wichita.  Kans.,  he  con- 
tinued his  agricultural  labors  there  until  his 
retireihcnt  from  active  work,  and  is  now  spend- 
ing- the  closing  years  of  his  useful  life  in  the  town 
of  Ost,  Reno  county,  Kans.  His  first  wife.  [Mag- 
dalene Bombeck,  was  born  in  Germany.  She 
died  on  the  Indiana  farm  in  1853.  leaving  four 
children,  namely:  Adam,  now  living  in  Peoria 
county.  111.,  and  who  serve d luring  the  late  Civil 
war  in  the  Forty-second  Illinois  Infantry; 
Michael,  of  Peoria  county.  HI.:  Benjamin,  the 
subject  of  tin's  sketch:  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ley.  of 
Peoria,  111.  By  his  second  wife  there  were  thir- 
teen children,  of  whom  one.  John  Kelseh.  is  a 
well-known  resident  of  Oklahoma  Citv. 

Having  been  but  a boy  when  he  removed  with 
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his  father  to  Jubilee  township,  Benjamin  Kelseh 
was  reared  in  a country  noted  for  its  beautiful 
landscape,  the  broad  and  gently  undulating  land 
of  the  prairies  being  diversified  by  abrupt  cliffs 
rising  high  in  the  air,  or  by  gently  sloping  hill- 
sides. Attending  the  district  schools,  or  assisting 
on  the  home  farm,  he  passed  his  time  until  eight- 
een years  of  age,  when  he  began  work  for  him- 
self. Going  to  Peoria,  he  secured  employment  in 
a brickyard,  and  was  there  engaged  until  1880, 
during  the  last  three  years  of  the  time  being 
foreman  of  the  yard.  Going  thence  to  Wichita, 
Ivans.,  he  established  himself  there  as  a manu- 
facturer of  bricks,  and  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  for  a number  of  years,  oftentimes  turn- 
ing out  seventy  thousand  bricks  per  day.  He 
erected  a brick  block  in  the  business  part  of 
Wichita,  doing  much  while  living  there  to  im- 
prove the  city,  and  subsequently  built  a brick 
block  in  the  city  of  Kingman,  Kans.  In  1887, 
or  1888,  when  the  Wichita  boom  burst,  Mr. 
Ivelsch  had  reached  his  limit,  and,  like  many 
others,  could  not  hold  his  property,  so  settled  up 
his  business  there.  Coming  to  Oklahoma  before 
the  opening  up  of  Pottawatomie  county,  he  be- 
gan the  manufacturing  of  brick  in  that  section  of 
the  territory,  remaining  there  until  1892.  when 
he  transferred  his  residence  and  business  inter- 
ests to  El  Reno.  Opening  the  first  brickyard 
in  the  town,  he  has  since  conducted  a large  busi- 
ness, from  which  he  is  reaping  excellent  results. 
Recently  he  has  bought  five  acres  of  land  near 
the  fair  grounds,  and  in  the  new  and  modernly- 
c quipped  brickyard  that  he  has  there  established 
is  manufacturing  about  ten  thousand  bricks 
daily.  His  manufactures  are  well  known  through- 
out the  territory,  and  in  addition  to  furnishing 
the  brick  for  many  residences  and  public  build- 
ings he  has  supplied  Fort  Reno  and  the  Indian 
Agency  at  Darlington  with  bricks  for  some  time. 

Politically  [Mr.  Kelseh  is  a Democrat.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a member  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men,  the  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen 
and  the  Sons  of. Herman.  He  attends  the  Catho- 
lic Church.  While  in  Wichita,  Kans.,  he  mar- 
ried Maggie  Ivuhn,  who  died  in  1883. 


T Oil  X A.  CORBIN  has  a well-conducted 
J claim  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
22, township  19, range  4 west,  Logan  countv. 
II  e was  born  in  Belmont  countv,  ( )hio,  August 
4.  1833,  and  is  a son  of  David  and  Sophia  Cor- 
bin. 1 1 is  paternal  grandparents  immigrated  to 
America  and  during  the  voyage  over  David 
Corbin  was  born  on  the  sailing  vessel  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The  mother  of  John 
A.  was  a native  of  M est  \ irginia,  where  she  died 


at  the 
li\  iug 


age  of  seventy-two  years,  her  husband 
to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  vears. 
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six  months  and  four  days.  When  the  son  was 
three  years  old  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Wood  county,  W.  Ya..  and  remained  there  until 
1887.  His  father  was  a farmer  who  gained  con- 
siderable prominence  during  his  resilience  in 
Virginia,  and  the  son  was  surrounded  with  many 
ennobling  influences,  and  the  usual  opportunities 
for  acquiring  a fair  education.  He  lias  devoted 
his  life  to  farming  almost  exclusively,  his  first 
independent  venture  being  in  Davis  county,  Mo., 
where  he  remained  for  about  six  years,  thence  to 
Fillmore  county,  Neb.,  and  from  there  to  his 
present  claim  in  Oklahoma. 

In  1862  Mr.  Corbin  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  G,  Fifteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  and 
served  his  country  with  courage  and  valor  for 
two  years.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  im- 
portant battles  of  the  war,  including  those  of 
Gettysburg  and  Winchester.  He  was  mustered 
out  in  Richmond  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Corbin  was  married  in  Wood  county,  W. 
Va.,  to  Maria  Louderman.  Of  this  union  there 
are  four  children:  David  W.,  now  deceased; 
Timothy  S.,  now  living  in  Davis  county,  Mo.; 
George  W.,  deceased;  and  Becca  C.,  now  Mrs. 
Miller  of  Davis  county,  Mo.  Mrs.  Corbin  died 
in  1874,  in  Wood  county,  W.  Va.  Mr.  Corbin 
married,  in  1875,  Mrs.  Jane  Carr,  and  there  are 
the  following-named  children  of  this  marriage: 
Mrs.  Hattie  Fullerton,  living  in  Putnam  county, 
Mo.;  John  R.,  at  home;  Mrs.  Eliza  Cassidy, 
who  resides  near  her  father’s  farm,  and  Allen  II.. 
at  home. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Corbin  are 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  and  interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  its  welfare. 


GEORGE  R.  POLSLEY.  The  results  at- 
tained after  years  of  trial  and  hard  work 
inseparable  from  a successfully  conducted 
farm  have  more  than  justified  the  expectations 
of  Mr.  Polsley,  who  has  to  show  for  his  pains 
one  of  the  best  equipped  and  cultivated  claims 
in  Cimarron  township,  Kingfisher  countv. 

On  the  paternal  side  the  Polsley  family  is  of 
English  extraction.  G.  R.  was  born  in  Indiana 
in  1851,  and  was  reared  to  an  agricultural  life 
in  Page  county,  Iowa,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  His  father,  John  If.  Pols- 
lcv,  was  a Virginian,  and  migrated  to  Indiana, 
where  he  lived  for  several  years,  becoming  a man 
of  influence  and  prominence.  Fortunate  in  the 
possession  of  considerable  of  this  world's  goods, 
he  owned  two  farms  on  the  line  of  Delaware  and 
Henry  counties,  but  with  the  object  of  bettering 
his  fortunes,  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
in  the  fall  of  1853,  an<t  settled  in  Page  countv 
the  following  spring.  .As  a farmer  and  merchant 


in  Clarinda,  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
and  died  in  1S79,  at  the  aSe  eighty-six  years. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  as  com- 
pensation for  his  services  to  the  country,  re- 
ceived a land  grant  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Arkansas.  He  was  twice  married  his 
first  wife  being  a Miss  Collins,  who  became  the 
mother  of  sixteen  children,  two  of  whom  arc 
living.  A brother  of  John  Polsley,  Daniel  by 
name,  was,  in  his  time,  a very  prominent  attorney 
and  jurist  of  W est  Virginia.  His  services  to  his 
country  were  rewarded  by  President  Lincoln, 
who  appointed  him  the  first  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  state,  and  he  also  served  for  two  terms 
as  United  States  congressman  from  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  mother  of  G.  R.  Polsley  was  Phebe 
(Jones)  Polsley,, who  was  born  in  Virginia  and 
died,  in  1889,  in  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living:  Octavius,  of  Iowa; 
George  R.;  Edgar,  of  Omaha,  Neb.;  Hadlev, 
in  Iowa  ; and  Perry  A.,  in  Kansas.  One  brother 
and  two  half-brothers  of  G.  R.  Pols'ey  were  in 
the  Civil  war.  Robert,  who  was  with  the  First 
Nebraska  regiment,  died  during  the  service  and 
was  buried  in  Kentucky.  Augustus  Havman 
enlisted  in  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  died  at  Duvall’s  Bluff,  Ark.  Daniel  sur- 
vived the  vicissitudes  of  war  and  is  living  in 
Omaha,  Neb.  O.  L.  died  in  Iowa  in  1885,  and 
Paulina  died  in  Clarinda,  that  state,  when  a 
young  girl.  Jacob  Polsley,  a half-brother  of  our 
subject,  settled  at  Wahoo,  Neb.,  adjoining  the 
city,  in  the  early  '70s,  and  became  a prominent 
farmer  of  that  region.  He  was  a Mason  of  high 
standing,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree. John  Barnes,  another  half-brother,  served 
as  county  superintendent  of  schools  in  Indiana, 
and  in  1862  moved  to  California,  where  he  died 
thirty  years  later.  Rudolph  also  moved  to  Cali- 
fornia and  made  his  home  with  his  brother,  John 
Barnes;  he  died  in  1S95.  Airs.  Amand  Dragoo 
and  Airs.  Alary  Rees  died  in  Indiana;  Airs.  Bet- 
sey Powers  died  in  California;  Airs.  Emily  Veach 
lives  in  Iowa,  and  Airs.  Sarah  Chapman  died  in 
the  last-named  state  in  1870. 

Upon  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  G.  R. 
Polsley  went,  in  1878.  to  Ford  county,  Ivans., 
and  pre-empted  a claim  of  government  land, 
upon  which  he  lived  for  seven  years,  but  on 
which  lie  failed  to  prove  up.  Later,  while  con- 
ducting a grocery  enterprise  at  Spearville,  Ivans., 
he  met  with,  considerable  success,  and  lived  for 
a time  in  Andrew  county,  AIo.,  whither  he  went 
in  1885.  Four  years  later  he  changed  his  loca- 
tion to  Nebraska.  In  1891.  with  his  family,  he 
went  to  Dover.  Okla.,  to  await  the  opening  of  the 
C heyenne  and  Arapahoe  country,  making  the 
run  from  the  east  line  and  secured  his  present 
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claim  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  20, 
Cimarron  township.  In  the  fall  of  1892  the  fam- 
ily joined  him  to  share  his  life  in  the  new  sur- 
roundings, and  pending  the  erection  of  more 
commodious  quarters,  lived  in  a log  house  of 
rather  small  dimensions. 

Time  and  patience  have  accomplished  much 
for  this  originally  crude  and  wild  claim.  There 
are  now  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  under 
cultivation,  with  a fine  house  and  outbuildings, 
an  orchard  of  eight  acres,  containing  all  kinds  of 
fruit-bearing  trees,  including  two  thousand  peach 
trees,  cherry  trees,  apple  and  plum,  and  there  is 
also  a fine  vineyard  and  five  hundred  walnut- 
bearing trees.  The  claim  is  devoted  to  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  but  Mr.  Polsley 
makes  a specialty  of  wheat. 

Mrs.  Polsley  was  formerly  Nancy  E.  Allen, 
a daughter  of  James  Allen,  a man  of  excellent 
character  and  extended  influence,  who  is  now 
living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five,  an  active  life  in 
Andrew  county,  Mo.,  where  he  settled  several 
years  before  the  war.  During  the  war  he  was 
a member  of  the  Home  Guard,  and  when  oppor- 
tunity offered  rendered  valuable  service  in  the 
cause  of  anti-slavery.  He  married  Abigail  Dan- 
ford,  and  they  have  six  children, living:  Julette, 
Mrs.  Deeper:  [Martha,  [Mrs.  Miller:  George; 
Abigail,  [Mrs.  McCulla;  [Mrs.  Polsley,  and  La 
Payette.  To  [Mr.  and  [Mrs.  Polsley  have  been 
burn  eleven  children:  Minnie,  Edgar  G.,  Elsie, 
Clyde,  Maude,  May,  Clarinda.  Guy,  Alvin, 
( )dessa  and  Rubie.  Aside  from  his  farm  inter- 
ests, [Mr.  Polsley  has  ever  taken  an  active  part 
in  all  movements  for  the  improvement  of  his 
township.  He  has  shown  especial  interest  in 
securing  the  passage  of  the  free  home  bill  and 
in  instituting  measures  for  the  improvement  of 
the  roads’.  He  served  nearly  three  years  as  trus- 
tee of  Cimarron  township  and  has  served  as 
clerk  of  the  school  board  for  about  five  vears. 


Tt  X 7HLLIAM  H.  REXROAD.  Worthy  ad- 
V y dition  to  the  vast  army  of  pioneers  of 
Oklahoma,  William  H.  Rexroad  takes 
first  rank  as  agriculturist,  blacksmith  and  wagon 
maker,  and  energetic  promoter  of  the  best  enter- 
prises for  the  upbuilding  of  town  and  countv. 
Located  on  quarter  section  32,  township  16, 
range  2 west.  Logan  county,  his  claim  is  among 
the  best  watered  and  most  advantageously  cul- 
tivated. 

Born  in  Highland  county.  Ya.,  June  2,  1840. 
he  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Caroline  (Peniger) 
Bexroad.  Henry  Rexroad  was  born  in  West 
\ irgmia.  and  was  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  an- 
cestry. Caroline  Rexroad  is  of  English  ancestry. 
I heir  son.  William,  was  reared  in  the  little  town 
"f  Monterey,  the  county  seat  of  Highland 


county,  where  his  father  conducted  a blacksmith 
and  wagon-making  establishment.  The  lad 
went  to  the  district  schools  until  his  twelfth 
year,  when  he  entered  the  home  shop,  and,  un- 
der his  father’s  instruction,  became  an  expert  in 
his  trade.  This  association  was  continued  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  the  father  left 
for  the  scene  of  hostilities,  and  the  little  shop 
never  again  rang  with  the  cheery  sound  of  his 
anvil,  and  his  loved  ones  saw  him  no  more. 
Though  a Republican  at  heart,  Henry  Rexroad 
was  forced  to  join  the  Confederate  army  or  hide 
himself  in  the  woods.  He  chose  the  former 
course,  and  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-first  Virginia 
Infantry,  and  served  until  1865,  when  lie  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  a short  time 
before  the  surrender. 

W.  II.  Rexroad  entered  upon  an  engagement 
with  another  man,  and  started  out  as  journey- 
man blacksmith,  traveling  around  the  country 
for  a year,  after  which  he  then  opened  a shop  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  married  in  1869  to 
Lucy  E.  Siever,  of  New  Hampden,  Highland 
county,  Va.  Soon  afterward  he  pre-empted  a 
quarter  section  claim  near  Eureka,  at  Twin 
Falls,  Greenwood  county,  Nans.,  adding  to  it 
later  on  until  he  had  in  all  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land.  In  addition  to  his  agricultural 
interests  he  still  conducted  a blacksmith  shop, 
the  two  combining-  to  lend  a source  of  ready  in- 
come. In  1883  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Eureka, 
the  county  seat,  still  conducting  his  trade  "and 
investing  in  town  property.  At  this  juncture 
[Mr.  Rexroad  demonstrated  his  ability  to  seize 
a glowing  opportunity.  Oklahoma  opened  on 
April  22,  1889,  and  the  following  morning  t h 
rising  sun  found  him  on  hand  in  the  town  of 
Guthrie,  with  a wagon  and  an  outfit,  prepared  to 
prosecute  an  immediate  and  large  business  in 
the  blacksmith  and  wagon-making  trade.  In  a 
few  days  he  had  opened  a shop,  and,  being  one 
of  the  first  in  his  line  on  the  scene  of  action,  was 
fittingly  rewarded  for  his  forethought. 

In  clue  time  Mr.  Rexroad  bought  a claim, 
which  lie  homesteaded  and  which  is  now  his 
home.  There  were  no  improvements  on  the 
land,  and  he  immediately  put  up  a box-house, 
fourteen  by  twenty-four  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
upon  the  arrival  of  his  family  they  were  installed 
therein.  He  has  since  fenced  in  his  farm  and 
instituted  all  manner  of  up-to-date  improve- 
ments, including  a house  that  cost  nine  hundred 
dollars.  He  also  owns  land  in  Guthrie. 

Mr.  Rexroad  is  a member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  though  lie  has  no  political  aspira- 
tions, was  elected  treasurer  of  his  township  in 
Khnsas,  and  also  served  as  a school  director. 
He  is  a helpful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  helped  to  build  the  first  church  of 
that  denomination  erected  in  Oklahoma. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rexroad  have  been  born 
seven  children:  Edgar  is  married  to  Grace 
Maxey,  and  is  a bookkeeper  for  a wholesale 
house  in  Guthrie;  Bessie  is  a graduate  of  the 
high  school  in  Eureka,  Kans.,  and  is  a teacher  at 
Crescent  City,  Okla.;  Herbert  works  the  home 
farm;  Beryl  is  a graduate  of  the  Guthrie  schools, 
and  is  teaching  in  Logan  county;  Stella,  also  a 
graduate  of  the  Guthrie  schools,  is  married  to 
Dr.  Samuel  Campbell,  and  lives  at  Crescent 
City;  James  and  Harry,  born  in  1882,  are  living 
at  home. 


LACY  E.  ALTER,  a respected  citizen  of  Lo- 
gan county,  is  a pioneer  of  considerable- 
experience  on  the  frontier  and  possesses  the 
requisites  of  success,  perseverance,  energy  and 
courage.  He  is  a practical  business  man  and 
farmer  and  is  loyal  to  his  duties  as  a citizen 
and  neighbor. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and 
Mary  (Chamberlain)  Alter,  of  Jasper  county, 
Ind.  Lacy  E.  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
the  county  mentioned,  October  30,  1862,  and  was 
reared  to  the  practical  details  of  agriculture.  The 
father  died  when  the  youth  was  in  his  seven- 
teenth year,  and  the  responsibilities  of  the  home- 
stead thus  devolved  upon  his  shoulders.  He 
continued  to  manage  the  farm  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  and  made  an  excellent  record  for 
ability.  Then,  desiring  to  see  something  of  the 
great  west  and  to  make  a new  start,  independ- 
ently, he  went  to  Spink  county,  S.  D.,  and  there 
he  not  only  was  occupied  in  farming  during  a 
portion  of  the  year,  but  also  had  charge  of 
schools,  and  for  a period  was  employed  in  local 
elevators.  He  remained  there  for  four  years, 
and  in  the  meantime  took  up  a pre-emption 
claim,  and  bought  a tree  claim.  In  1887  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  Indiana  home,  where  he  re- 
sumed his  accustomed  duties. 

April  22,  1889,  he  came  to  Oklahoma  by  train 
from  Wichita,  and.  disembarking  at  Edmond, 
started  out  on  a prospecting  tour.  The  follow- 
ing morning  he  located  on  the  northwestern 
quarter  of  section  17,  township  14,  range  3 west. 
In  partnership  with  another  enterprising  man  he 
afterward  established  a mill,  for  the  grinding  of 
grain,  and  a saw-mill,  where  lumber  and  shingles 
were  manufactured  for  the  local  trade.  Tlicv 
built  up  an  excellent  business,  but  a cyclone 
blew  down  an  immense  cottonwood  tree,  which, 
falling  upon  the  mill,  destroyed  the  machinery 
and  rendered  the  entire  plant  useless. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Alter  and  Lela  E.  Saver 
took  place  August  29,  1894.  She  is  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Addie  (Austin)  Saver,  and  was 
born  in  Charles  Citv,  Iowa.  When  she  was  two 
years  old  the  family  settled  in  Richardson 


county,  Neb.,  and  when  she  arrived  at  a suitable 
age  she  pursued  her  studies  in  the  Humboldt 
(Neb.)  high  school.  Then  she  taught  school  for 
a period,  and  later  further  prepared  herself  for 
her  chosen  work  by  taking  a course  of  training 
in  the  Normal  at  Peru,  Neb.,  where  she  was 
graduated  in  1886.  Subsequently  she  taught 
school  in  Nebraska  until  December,  1891,  when 
she  accompanied  her  parents  to  this  territory. 
Here  she  was  in  charge  of  schools  for  four  years, 
and  became  the  owner  of  the  tract  of  land  where 
she  now  resides,  the  southeastern  quarter  qf  sec- 
tion 23,  township  15,  range  4 west.  One  child, 
Ruth,  born  August  10,  1898,  blesses  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alter. 

Politically  Mr.  Alter  is  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and,  though  he  is  not  an  aspirant 
to  public  office,  he  attends  the  conventions  of 
his  party  and  is  active  in  all  public  affairs.  He 
belongs  'to  the  Edmond  (Okla.)  lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  while  a resident  of  Al- 
toona, S.  D.,  he  was  initiated  into  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows order.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  adherents 
of  the  creed  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denom- 
ination. 


ELISHA  B.  OGLE,  familiarly  known  to  the 
people  of  his  community  as  "Captain 
Ogle,”  owns  and  occupies  a well-appointed 
home  on  the  northwestern  quarter  of  section  12, 
township  19,  range  2 west,  Logan  county,  and 
is  a man  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  township 
at  large.  He  first  saw  the  light  in  Fulton  county, 
111.,  March  8,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Jelm  and 
Ruth  (Elliott)  Ogle,  who  settled  in  DeKalb 
county,  Mo.,  when  our  subject  was  a lad  of 
eleven  years.  The  father  entered  a half  section 
of  land  and  built  up  a home,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

Air.  Ogle  of  our  sketch  attended  the  common 
school  during-  his  boyhood  davs,  and  upon  the 
advent  of  the  Civil  war  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Twenty- fifth.  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  con- 
tinuing in  the  army  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  several 
skirmishes  with  the_  enemy,  being  first  under 
fire  at  Pittman's  Ferry,  in  southeastern  Missouri. 
At  \\  averly.  Icnn.,  he  was  seized  with  an  illness 
that  confined  him  to  the  hospital  for  several 
months  at  Louisville,  Ky.  Upon  going-  back  to 
his  regiment  he  remained  with  the  army  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  lie  was  at  the  grand  review  in 
V ashington,  soon  afterward  was  mustered  one 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  northern  Missouri, 
where  he  began  farming  for  himself. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1865.  Mr.  Ogle 
took  unto  himself  a helpmeet,  Miss  Marv  Chen- 
oweth,  of  Dekalb  count)-,  that  state.  Mrs.  Ogle 
was  born  in  Missouri,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
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Gideon  and  Mary  (Simmons)  Chenoweth.  the 
former  now  deceased.  The  mother  resides  in 
Oregon,  where  our  subject  and  wife  lived  for  a 
short  time.  They  were  residents  of  Dekalb 
county,  Mo.,  most  of  the  time  after  their  mar- 
riage until  their  removal  to  Oklahoma.  In  1884 
he  went  to  Arizona  and  engaged  in  mining,  do- 
ing fairly  well  in  this  venture.  He  came  to  Okla- 
homa in  1889,  and  located  on  his  present 
homestead,  where  he  has  made  good  improve- 
ments. The  family  consists  of  five  children— 
Laura,  Mrs.  J.  Roberts,  lives  in  Dekalb  countv, 
Mo.,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children;  J.  H., 
a clerk  in  Orlando,  is  married  and  the  father  of 
one  child;  Mrs.  May  Hitsman  lives  near  Or- 
lando; Mrs.  Lottie  Powers  lives  in  Orlando,  and 
is  the  mother  of  one  child;  and  Frederick  re- 
mains at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Ogle  is  a Republican  in  politics.  Pie 
served  two  terms  as  sheriff  of  Dekalb  county, 
Mo.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1893  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Orlando.  He  belongs  to  the  [Ma- 
sonic order  and  is  a charter  member  of  Orlando 
Lodge  No.  40,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 


GEORGE  L.  ANDERSON,  who  was  bur- 
dened by  a heavy  debt  when  he  first  loca- 
ted in  Oklahoma,  and  for  some  years 
thereafter  suffered  from  poor  crops  or  a lack  of 
market,  continued  to  apply  himself  diligently  to 
his  work  regardless  of  his  misfortunes,  and  has 
won  his  way  to  a prominent  position  among  the 
substantial  citizens  of  his  community  in  Logan 
county.  Pie  has  some  fine  property,  living  upon 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  31.  township 
16,  range  3 west.  He  also  owns  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  31,  and  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  33,  in  the  same  township,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  he  farms  a quarter  section  of  school 
land  on  section  36,  township  16,  range  4 west. 

In  Jackson  county,  Ind.,  Mr.  Anderson  was 
born  March  9,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Keziah  (Morgan)  Anderson.  He  was  three 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  located  at  Ring- 
gold  county,  Iowa,  where  they  remained  about 
six  years.  His  father  then  moved  to  Hempstead 
county,  Ark.,  where  he  lived  two  years,  thence 
going  to  Sumner  county,  Kans..  where  he  pre- 
empted a quarter  section  of  land  and  made  his 
home  until  1889.  At  the  opening  of  Oklahoma 
lie  came  to  the  territory,  but  failed  to  find  a lo- 
cation. However,  later  he  returned  ami  secured, 
in  Logan  county,  the  claim  now  occunie  1 by  his 
son  George,  to  whom  he  sold  it  about  five  vears 
later. 

George  L.  Anderson  received  a fair  common- 
school  education,  and  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was  married. 


Buying  eighty  acres  of  school  land  in  Sunnier 
county,  he  continued  to  live  there  until  the  open- 
ing of  Oklahoma,  when  he  made  the  run  from  five 
miles  west  of  Orlando,  on  horseback,  and  in 
three  hours  located  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
The  first  night  he  slept  on  the  ground,  wrapped 
in  a blanket.  The  teams  having  been  left  at  the 
north  line,  some  of  the  company  went  back 
after  them.  As  the  wagon  with  provisions  had 
been  delayed  he  had  nothing  but  a crust  of  bread 
to  eat  the  second  and  third  days.  Returning  to 
Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1890,  he  brought  his 
family  to  the  claim.  He  had  $52  in  money,  and 
immediately  expended  S50  of  that  in  the  erection 
of  a house,  12x16  feet,  some  of  the  lumber  for 
which  he  brought  from  Kansas.  With  the  re- 
maining $2  he  hired  a part  of  his  land  plowed. 
Corn  and  provisions  he  hauled  from  Kansas,  and 
he  also  brought  from  there  about  fifteen  head  of 
cattle.  He  spent  the  summer  in  breaking  the 
soil,  and  had  a very  small  crop. 

When  he  came  to  Oklahoma  Mr.  Anderson 
was  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  $1,800,  but  his 
eighty  acres  and  his  Kansas  crops  saved  him. 
For  two  or  three  years  crops  were  fair,  but  prices 
were  low,  and  in  1S95  the  drought  prevented  him 
from  raising  anything  but  Ixafiir  corn.  During 
that  year  he  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in 
wheat,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  in  oats,  and  forty 
in  corn,  all  of  which  was  a failure.  However, 
since  that  year  he  has  had  excellent  crops  and 
has  been  very  successful.  In  1894  he  purchased 
the  quarter  on  which  his  father  lived,  and  moved 
there  with  his  family  in  tSqS.  Up  to  that  time 
he  had  lived  in  the  small  house  originally  built 
by  him,  but  he  then  built  his  present  commodi- 
ous home.  In  1898  he  also  purchased  a quarter 
of  section  33. 

January  8.  18S2.  [Mr.  Anderson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  [Mary  E.  Jarvis,  of  Portland, 
Kans.,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  111., 
and  is  a daughter  of  F.  T.  and  Hannah  (Sev- 
erns)  Jarvis.  They  are  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  J.  Everhardt.  who  was  born  in  Sumner 
county,  Ivans.,  and  is  now  seventeen  years  old : 
X'ora  Belle,  who  was  born  in  Sumner  county, 
Ivans.;  and  Bessie  J.,  who  was  born  in  Kansas, 
and  died  March  9,  1900,  and  is  buried  in  Fair- 
view  cemetery.  Our  subject's  first  vote,  in  1884, 
was  cast  for  Benjamin  Butler.  He  has  never 
bound  himself  to  any  party,  but  is  in  favor  of 
reform.  In  1896  he  was  a candidate  for  the  nom- 
ination for  sheriff  in  the  People's  partv.  He 
served  as  township  trustee  for  four  years,  and 
assessed  the  township  four  times,  his  work 
meeting  with  general  satisfaction.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  are  members  of  the  Free  Methodist 
Church  at  Stockade  schoolhouse,  and  he  is  a 
class  leader  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  at  the  latter  place. 
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WILLIAM  BROWN.  Among  the  first  to 
anticipate  the  commercial  as  well  as 
other  needs  of  the  embryo  town  of  Cres- 
cent City,  Okla.,  Mr.  Brown  started  the  first 
store  here,  and  since  then  has  shown  a corre- 
sponding solicitude  for  the  welfare  and  well  be- 
ing of  her  people  and  institutions.  In  company 
with  the  vast  army  who  sought  changes  and  bet- 
ter conditions  of  life  in -the  new  territory,  he 
made  the  famous  run  of  April  2 2,  1889,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  pre-empting  a claim  which  is  but  the 
nucleus  of  his  present  possessions.  It  is  located 
on  the  northeastern  quarter  of  section  14,  town- 
ship 17,  range  4 west,  where  Crescent  City  now 
stands.  He  at  once  built  upon  his  new  land  a 
log  house  two  stories  high  and  sixteen  by  twenty 
feet  in  dimensions,  and  laid  in  a stock  of  supplies 
for  the  constantly  arriving  early  settlers. 

The  early  history  of  a man  who  has  acquired 
such  a degree  of  prominence  in  his  adopted  ter- 
ritory is  naturally  of  interest.  He  was  born  in 
Hickory  county,  Mo.,  and  is  a son  of  John  G. 
and  Elizabeth  Brown,  natives,  respectively,  of 
Tennessee  and  Missouri.  In  1862  the  family 
went  to  Boone  county.  Mo.,  where  they  pur- 
chased a farm,  and  spent  many  years  engaged  in 
fairly  successful  agricultural  pursuits.  On  this 
farm  their  son  William  grew  to  manhood,  and 
early  displayed  habits  of  industry  and  thrift, 
both  in  his  work  around  the  farm  and  over  his 
studies  in  the  district  schools.  His  education 
thus  acquired  was  supplemented  by  a course  in 
the  high  school  at  the  State  University  at  Colum- 
bia, Mo.  William  Brown  was  not  without  play- 
fellows and  associates  in  his  early  days,  for  he 
had  four  brothers  and  one  sister. 

Upon  leaving  his  home  to  earn  an  independ- 
ent livelihood,  he  went  first  to  Audrain  county, 
Mo„  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  and 
where  he  rented  a farm,  thence  going  to  South 
Haven,  Ivans.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  with  Ryland  Brothers.  His  as- 
sociation with  this  firm  terminated  with  the 
opening  of  the  Oklahoma  strip,  though  one 
member  of  the  firm  accompanied  him  to  his  new 
claim,  and  entered  into  partnership  with  him  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  Crescent  City.  In 
1890  the  firm  of  Brown  & Cress  built  the  block 
now  known  as  the  Brown  and  Cress  block,  in 
which  successful  business  has  been  carried  on 
ever  since,  general  supplies,  hardware  and  agri- 
cultural implements  being  dealt  in.  The  firm  is 
a financial  power  in  the  community,  having- 
many  interests  of  value  and  importance.  Aside 
from  the  farms  owned  by  both  members  of  the 
firm,  they  lease  a school  section  for  grazing  pur- 
poses, the  expedient  a necessity  on  account  of 
extensive  stock  dealings.  Mr.  Brown  owns  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  farm  land  and  a beau- 
tiful residence  in  Crescent  Citv. 


Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  1891  to  Miss  Alice 
Stockton,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Stockton,  a 
native  of  Randolph  county,  Mo.  Her  mother 
was  America  (Jacobs)  Stockton,  and  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Missouri,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Air.  Brown  has  been  conspicuously  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  having  been  aider- 
man  or  councilman  continuously  since  the  in- 
corporation of  the  town,  and  also  served  as 
mayor.  Linder  Cleveland’s  administration  he 
was  postmaster,  serving  for  four  years  and  five 
months;  has  been  delegate  to  innumerable 
county  conventions,  and  was  one  year  chairman 
of  the  territorial  conventions.  Fraternally  he  is 
a Mason,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  11,  A.  F.  & 
A.  AT,  of  Crescent  City,  has  passed  all  of  the 
chairs  and  was  its  representative  five  times.  He 
also  is  a member  of  the  Guthrie  Encampment 
of  Odd  Fellows. 


OSCAR  LEAFQUIST,  a successful  agri- 
culturist from  other  shores,  was  born  in 
Stjernvik,  Sweden,  in  1867.  He  came  to 
America  in  1884,  and  is  a son  of  Olof  and  Gus- 
tafa  Leafquist,  born  in  Sweden  and  now  living 
on  a farm  in  Kansas.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Amer- 
ica our  subject  settled  in  Cloud  county,  Ivans. , 
and  worked  on  a farm  by  the  month  for  several 
years.  He  was  married  to  Alollie  Leckburg,  of 
Cloud  county,  Ivans.,  and  a daughter  of  Charles 
J.  and  Fredrika  Leckburg.  Of  this  union  there 
are  two  children:  Ethel,  born  in  Kansas,  and 
Sylva,  born  in  Oklahoma. 

After  his  marriage,  Air.  Leafquist  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  for  about  three  years,  and 
coming  to  Oklahoma  in  1890  he  bought  a 'claim 
on  the  northeastern  quarter  of  section  4,  town- 
ship 19,  range  4 west,  Logan  township.  His  land 
is  very  well  improved  and  has  all  the  modern 
labor-saving  appliances,  also  good  barns,  house 
and  excellent  orchard.  The  farm  was  person- 
ally conducted  by  the  owner  until  last  year,  when, 
for  various  reasons,  he  decided  to  rent  it  out  to 
another  party,  and  now-  he  is  manager  of  the 
hardware  department  for  S.  T.  Rice. 

Air.  Leafquist  is  much  interested  in  the  politi- 
cal and  fraternal  movements  of  the  community. 
He  is  a Republican,  and  has  been  assistant  post- 
master for  two  years.  During  his  association 
with  the  Populist  party,  from  which  he  later 
withdrew,  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Alarshall 
township.  He  is  a member  of  the  Alodern 
Woodmen  of  America,  and  since  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Alarshall  has  become  a member  of 
the  Alasonic  and  Odd  Fellows  orders.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Leafquist  are  active  members  and  workers 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  liberal  contributors 
toward  its  charities. 

During  his  residence  in  the  new  territorv  Air. 
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Leafquist  has  shown  a remarkably  judicious  and 
well-balanced  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town- 
ship, and  has  proved  no  exception  to  the  expec- 
tations of  Americans  as  to  the  industry,  frugal- 
ity and  integrity  of  the  sons  of  Sweden. 


ALTER  J.  CLARKE.  Among  the  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizens  of  Canadian 
county  who  devote  their-  time  and  ener- 
gies to  agricultural  pursuits  is  the  subject  of  this 
review,  'who- owns  and  successfully  operates  a 
flue  farm  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  2, 
township  14,  range  7 west.  He  was  born  in 
Victoria  county,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
January  29,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  Hugh  Gilbert 
and  Ellen  (Burke)  Clarke,  both  natives  of  Ire- 
land. The  mother  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  her 
parents  during  childhood  and  settled  in  Canada, 
but  the  father  remained  in  his  native  land  until 
reaching  man’s  estate,  when  he,  too,  came  to 
America.  He  was  a jeweler  by  trade  and  was 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  that  business  in 
Canada  for  several  years,  but  finally  sold  out  for 
$10,000  and  moved  to  Calhoun  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days. 

When  the  family  removed  to  Iowa  Walter  J. 
Clarke  was  about  nine  years  old,  and  his  early 
education,  acquired  in  the  country  schools,  was 
supplemented  by  a course  at  the  Iowa  Agricul- 
tural College,  which  he  attended  for  two  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  commenced  teaching  in 
the  home  school,  and  successfully  followed  that 
occupation  three  years,  two  in  Iowa  and  the 
other  in  Nebraska.  While  in  the  latter  state  he 
accepted  a position  as  railway  mail  clerk,  his 
route  being  between  Lincoln  and  Alliance.  A 
year  later  he  came  to  Oklahoma,  making  the 
run  April  22,  1889,  from  Buffalo  Springs  to 
Kingfisher,  where  he  secured  two  lots,  which  he 
sold  the  following  fall  for  S250.  On  the  23d  of 
April,  1889.  he  located  upon  bis  present  claim, 
and  immediately  turned  his  attention  to  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation.  His  first  home  here 
was  a rude  dugout,  which  in  1892  was  replaced 
by  his  present  comfortable  residence.  Besides 
this  property  he  also  owns  a fine  residence  and 
five  lots  in  El  Reno. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  1893.  Mr.  Clarke  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Fitzpat- 
rick. of  Webster  county,  Iowa,  who  was  born 
there  and  educated  at  the  Convent  of  Mercy,  at 
f ort  Dodge,  where  she  spent  three  vears.  Her 
parents,  Daniel  and  Johanna  (Connellcy)  Fitz- 
patrick, as  children  were  brought  by  their  re- 
spective parents  to  the  United  States,  their  mar- 
riage being  celebrated  in  Webster  count  v,  Iowa. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarke  have  three  children,  Austin 
A illiam.  Walter  and  Mary. 

Mr.  Clarke  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 


Grover  Cleveland  in  1884,  and  has  always  been 
a stalwart  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  its  principles.  Fie  was  the  first  clerk  elected 
in  Rock  Island  township,  Canadian  county,  and 
most  capably  filled  that  office  for  one  term.  In 
1890  he  was  the  first  county  superintendent 
elected  by  the  people,  and  two  years  later  was 
elected  county  clerk  and  filled  that  position  for 
one  term  in  a most  creditable  manner.  Relig- 
iously both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  Okarche. 


T OHN  CROSSWHITE,  a prominent  and 
J progressive  farmer  of  Canadian  county,  re- 
siding on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  9, 
township  14,  range  7 west,  was  born  in  Boone 
county.  Mo.,  April  2,  1854,  and  was  about  three 
or  four  years  old  when  his  parents,  William  and 
Margaret  (Turner)  Crosswhite,  moved  to  Platte 
county,  that  state,  where  the  father  purchased  a 
farm  and  spent  his  remaining  days.  Our  subject 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  and  is  in- 
debted to  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
for  his  educational  advantages.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and  for 
a couple  of  years  worked  as  a farm  hand  by  the 
month,  after  which  he  rented  land  and  engaged 
in  farming  on  his  own  account  in  Wyandotte 
county,  Ivans. 

While  engaged  in  farming  in  Jackson  county, 
Ivans.,  Mr.  Crosswhite  was  married,  November 
19,  1873,  to  Miss  Jane  Barker,  a native  of  that 
county,  and  a daughter  of  William  and  Arzela 
(Hainline)  Barker.  She  received  a fair  com- 
mon-school education.  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  been  born  seven  children,  namely: 
Charles,  a native  of  Wyandotte  county,  Ivans., 
who  is  now  married  and  lives  in  El  Reno,  Okla. ; 
Lewis,  who  was  also  born  in  Wyandotte  county, 
Ivans.,  and  is  still  at  home  with  his  parents: 
Margaret,  John,  Jane,  Lillie  and  McKinley,  all 
at  home. 

From  Kansas  Mr.  Crosswhite  returned  to 
Platte  county,  Mo.,  where  he  lived  a little  over  a 
year.  1 1 is  next  removal  was  to  Custer  county, 
Colo.,  where  he  remained  about  three  years, 
working  for  the  Basic  Mining  Company.  The 
following  three  years  were  spent  in  Fremont 
county,  Colo.,  where  lie  owned  and  operated 
forty  acres  of  land.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he 
came  to  Oklahoma,  and  located  at  once  upon  bis 
present  farm  in  Canadian  county,  which  at  that 
time  was  but  slightly  improved,  but  is  now  un- 
der a high  state  of  cultivation. 

Reared  as  a Republican,  Mr.  Crosswhitc  has 
always  affiliated  with  that  partv,  and  has  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  1 Ic  has  served 
as  a delegate  to  the  conventions  of  his  partv  and 
has  done  all  in  his  power  to  insure  its  success. 
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Religiously  lie  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


CHARLES  EDMUND  ESTABROOK, 
who  has  been  located  in  Oklahoma  City 
since  1891,  conducts  a store  at  600  South 
Robinson  street,  and  carries  in  stock  a com- 
plete line  of  groceries  and  general  produce.  A 
business  man  of  tact  and  ability,  he  caters  to 
the  tastes  and  demands  of  his  customers,  and 
enjoys  the  patronage  of  leading  citizens  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Estabrook  was  born  at  Natick,  Mass., 
November  2,  1852,  and  was  the  third  child  of 
John  Estabrook.  The  latter  was  born  in  Scot- 
land, and  was  quite  young  when  he  came 
to  this  country  with  his  parents  and  located  in 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  a merchant  and 
owned  several  vessels,  doing  a large  coasting' 
trade.  He  died  when  our  subject  was  but  eight 
years  of  age.  Plis  wife,  Nancy  West,  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  of  English  parentage,  and  died 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1884.  They  had  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  One  son,  Eugene,  is 
now  in  Johannesburg.  South  Africa,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  engineering  and  assaying. 

Charles  Edmund  Estabrook  was  reared  in 
Natick.  Mass.,  until  he  reached  his  nineteenth 
year.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  at  an 
early  age  was  set  to  work,  learning  the  cooper’s 
trade  in  Boston,  and  subsequentlv  learned  the 
trade  of  a barber,  but  the  latter  he  could  not 
endure,  owing  to  the  confinement  and  the  neces- 
sity for  standing  so  much.  In  1871  he  settled  in 
East  Hannibal,  Pike  county,  111.,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  on  the  Mississippi  river,  compris- 
ing two  hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  and  there 
he  engaged  in  grain  and  stock-raising  until  1883. 
In  March  of  that  year  he  sold  out  and  moved 
to  Hand  county,  S.  D.,  where  he  homesteaded 
a quarter-section  twenty-five  miles  from  Miller. 
Lie  carried  on  general  farming  and  raised  sheep 
and  cattle  to  a considerable  extent.  In  1891  he 
sold  out  and  came  to  Oklahoma  City,  where  lie 
started  a wholesale  produce  and  commission 
business  at  No.  122  Main  street.  In  Februarv, 
1893,  he  embarked  in  his  present  business,  erect- 
ing a two-story  building.  20x60  feet,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Robinson  and  Pottawatomie  streets.  He 
also  erected  a comfortable  residence  on  the  ad- 
joining property,  and  built  two  other  houses  on 
adjoining  lots.  His  home  is  at  No.  600  South 
Robinson  street. 

Mr.  Estabrook  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Amanda  Rouse,  a native  of  Pike  coumv,  111.,  and 
a daughter  of  Noah  S.  Rouse,  who  settled  in  Illi- 
nois in  1847.  having  come  from  Kcntuckv.  To 
this  union  were  born  four  children:  "Mrs.  Mwrtle 
M innick,  of  Oklahoma  City;  Arthur,  who  is 


engaged  in  business  with  his  father;  Emma,  and 
Mildred.  I11  political  principles  Mr.  Estabrook 
is  a Republican,  and  in  Dakota  served  as  a 
township  assessor.  I11  religious  faith  and  fel- 
lowship he  is  a Methodist;  fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. 


THOMAS  L.  JERNIGAN,  one  of  Logan 
county’s  most  enterprising  and  substantial 
farmers,  resides  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
section  19,  township  17,  range  1 west.  He  was 
born  in  the  fifteenth  district  of  Robertson  county, 
Tenn.,  May  23,  1854,  and  is  a son  of  Elisha  T. 
and  Agnes  (Stone)  Jernigan,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Tennessee.  The  Jernigans  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Virginia,  while  the  Stone 
family  came  from  North  Carolina.  Our  sub- 
ject’s father  was  a farmer  throughout  his  life  and 
died  in  1868. 

Our  subject  received  a good  education  in  the 
college  near  his  home, -and  when  about  nineteen 
years  of  age  commenced  teaching  school,  but 
only  followed  it  one  year.  He  has  a good  recol- 
lection of  seeing  the  different  armies  passing- 
back  and  forth  near  his  home  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  his  father  lost  considerable  property 
during  that  deadly  struggle,  though  he  was  not 
engaged  in  either  army.  The  homestead  was 
twenty-eight  miles  north  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 
After  giving  up  school-teaching  he  became  a 
traveling  salesman  for  the  Rosebank  Nursery, 
of  Nashville,  and  during  the  two  years  he  was 
in  that  employment  visited  many  places  in  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama  and  Georgia.  Returning 
home,  he  bought  the  old  homestead,  and,  to- 
gether with  farming,  was  engaged  in  the  tobacco 
business.  He  continued  there  until  November, 
1889.  when  lie  located  in  Oklahoma,  where  he 
shortly  afterward  took  up  his  present  property. 
The  country  was  then  wild,  and  soon  after  tak- 
ing up  the  claim  he  built  a one-room  house, 
11x12  feet.  There  he  lived  about  a year,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1890  set  out  part  of  his  present 
orchard.  The  orchard  now  comprises  about  -six 
acres,  which  he  lias  set  out  from  time  to  time, 
and  has  since  erected  his  present  house.  He  also 
has  a vineyard  of  about  half  an  acre,  which 
yields  him  a large  supply  of  grapes  each  vear. 
Our  subject  has  always  been  very  successful  in 
tilling  the  soil  and  is  an  honor  to  his  chosen 
occupation. 

Thomas  Langford  Jernigan  and  Miss  Ida  L. 
Yates  were  united  in  marriage  April  14,  1881. 
She,  too,  is  a native  of  Robertson  county,  Tenn., 
and  received  her  education  at  the  same  school 
that  her  husband  attended.  Her  parents  are 
Robert  and  Sally  (Pope)  Yates.  This  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  named  as 
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follows : Robert  E.,  now  taking-  a course  in  the 
business  college  at  Guthrie,  Okla.:  Anion  L. ; 
and  Thomas  C.,  all  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Robertson  county,  Tenn.  Our  subject  has 
always  supported  the  Democratic  ticket  and  cast 
Ohs  first  vote  for  Tilden  in  1876.  He  was  raised 
a Methodist,  while  his  wife  is  a Baptist. 


BII.  BERNTSEX.  So  many  of  the  sons 
of  Holland  have  mingled  their  fortunes 
with  our  own  liberty-loving  people  that  we 
have  come  to  regard  their  presence  among  us 
a necessary  adjunct  to  the  all-around  advance- 
ment of  the  country,  and  to  rely  upon  their  wise 
and  conservative  methods  and  strict,  cleanly 
principles.  The  traits  that  we  have  come  to  ad- 
mire in  the  sojourners  from  Holland  are  em- 
bodied to  a large  extent  in  the  prominent  brick 
manufacturer  of  Kingfisher,  B.  H.  Berntsen. 
He  was  born  in  Holland,  April  5,  1863,  in  the 
province  of  Gelderland.  PI  ere  also  his  father, 
Gerhart  Berntsen,  was  born,  and  during  the  ear- 
lier years  of  his  activity  was  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  In  1867,  when  his  son,  B.  PL,  was 
four  years  old,  he  brought  his  family  to  the 
Phiited  States,  leaving  Bremen  on  a sailing  ves- 
sel called  the  “Keppella.”  The  voyage  took 
fifty-one  days  and  was  attended  by  violent 
storms  and  retarding  calms.  They  settled  in 
Atchison,  Ivans.,  where  Gerhart  Berntsen  was 
engaged  in  the  business  of  brick  manufacturing 
on  the  Missouri  river.  His  efforts  were  attended 
by  gratifying  success,  and  he  is  now-  retired  and 
living  in  Kingfisher  county.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Bernard  Berntsen,  was  born  in  Holland 
and  was  by  occupation  a tobacco  manufacturer. 
The  mother  of  B.  H.  Berntsen,  Mary  Dunk, 
was  born  in  Holland,  and  was  a daughter  of  John 
If.  and  Antonia  (Daman)  Dunk.  She  died  at 
her  son's  home  in  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  She  was  the  mother  also  of  a daugh- 
ter, Airs,  Antonia  Spresser,  of  Downs  township, 
Kingfisher  county. 

B.  H.  Berntsen  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Atchison,  Ivans., and  under  his  father’s 
able  tutelage  learned  to  be  an  expert  brick  man- 
ufacturer. His  first  independent  venture  after 
leaving  his  father’s  works  on  the  Missouri  river 
was  as  foreman  in  a Kansas  City  brickyard.  In 
1889  he  went  to  Denver,  'Colo.,  and  until  1891 
was  employed  as  molder  in  the  yards,  after 
which  lie  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Atchi- 
'*>n.  In  1892  began  his  residence  in  Kingfisher, 
and  his  association  as  molder  with  the  firm  of 
Kobertson  & Spicknell.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
"amc  year  he  changed  his  residence  to  the  Cliey- 
' mio  and  Arapahoe  country,  and  for  five  years 
arried  on  farming  thirty  miles  northwest  of 
Kingfisher,  in  Blaine  county.  He  at  once  began 
-.‘l 


^ 435 

the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  land, 
and  it  is  to-day  a source  of  pleasure  and  profit 
to  him,  and  a relaxation  from  the  cares  incident 
to  the  care  and  management  of  his  city  inter- 
ests. 

In  1898  Mr.  Berntsen  started  his  brick  manu- 
facturing yard  in  the  town  of  his  adoption,  and 
the  demands  of  an  ever-increasing  trade  neces- 
sitated the  building  of  a larger  plant  in  njoo. 
The  new  enterprise  is  located -in  the  northern 
part  of  the  town,  the  ground  surrounding  it  com- 
prising one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  bot- 
tom lands,  making  it  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
the  territory.  Besides  the  plant  for  the  manu- 
facture of  brick,  Mr.  Berntsen  has  a'  fine  orchard 
on  his  land,  and  everything  about  the  place  is 
conducted  on  the  most  advanced  and  liberal 
lines.  The  capacity  for  brick-making  Is  unlim- 
ited, as  the  supply  of  fine  brick  clay  abounds 
in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Berntsen  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Amelia  Ivapelle,  a native  of  Westphalia,  Ger- 
many, and  a daughter  of  Henry  Ivapelle,  a resi- 
dent of  Kingfisher.  To  this  couple  have  been 
born  seven  children:  Gerhart,  Willie  (deceased), 
Louise,  Mary,  Nellie,  Antonia  and  Fred.  In 
religious  belief  Mr.  Berntsen  is  associated  with 
the  Catholic  Church.  From  a political  stand- 
point he  is  exceedingly  liberal,  and  invariably 
votes  for  the  man  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  fill 
the  position.  He  has  in  many  ways  won  the 
appreciation  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen 
and  is  regarded  as  a credit  to  the  social  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  Kingfisher. 


MORTON  MITCHELL.  The  career  of  the 
gentleman  named  above  is  one  of  interest, 
as  it  presents  a record  of  thriftiness  and 
frugality  which  cannot  but  be  admired.  He  is 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  El  Reno  town- 
ship. Canadian  county,  in  which  he  owns  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  and  the  high 
standing  he  enjoys  to-day  is  the  result  of  his  in- 
dividual efforts,  representing  years  of  hard  and 
consistent  work. 

Born  in  1862,  our  subject  is  a son  of  Elihu 
and  Joanna  (Blake)  Mitchell.  His  father  moved 
to  Kansas  in  1871,  and  took  up  a homestead  in 
Chase  county.  He  followed  farming  all  of  his 
life,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and  the  wife 
and  mother  was  about  fifty  years  old  at  the  time 
of  her  demise.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Spring;  Ed- 
ward E.,  of  Canadian  county,  Okla.;  John  M.. 
also  a farmer  of  Canadian  county;  Isaac;  and 
Morton,  our  subject. 

Morton  Mitchell  was  nine  vears  of  age  when 
he  moved  to  Kansas  with  his  parents,  and  lie 
grew  to  maturity  in  Chase  county,  lie  received 
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a common  school  education,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  went  to  Joplin,  Mo.,  where  he 
worked  at  mining  and  in  a lumber  yard  for  some 
two  years.  In  1885  he  moved  to  Pratt  county, 
Kans.,  and,  pre-empting  a quarter  section  of 
land,  continued  to  live  there  for  three  years. 
He  sold  out  for  stock  and  then  returned  to  Chase 
county,  where  he  lived  until  September,  1889, 
when  he  located  in  Oklahoma.  Buying  the 
northwestern  quarter  of  section  44,  El  Reno 
township,  Canadian  county,  of  this  he  put 
eighty-five  acres  under  the  plow,  the  remainder 
being  pasture  and  meadow  land.  He  also  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  north  of  the  river,  in  section 
11,  besides  which  he  rents  considerable  land, 
farming  in  all  about  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  His  principal  crop  is  wheat,  and  he  also 
has  a good  peach  orchard.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising  io  a considerable  extent, 
keeping  only  high  grade  Short  Horn  cattle.  His 
property  is  well  improved  and  is  well  equipped 
for  successfully  carrying  on  farming.  He  built 
a good,  substantial  frame  house,  in  which  he 
resides  with  his  family. 

In  1889  Mr.  Mitchell  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Amanda  Sharp,  of  Chase  county,  Kans., 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Effie,  Glen,  Pearl  and  Guy.  Politically 
our  subject  favors  the  principles  advocated  by 
the  Populists,  but  is  not  active  in  party  affairs. 


WILLIAM  M.  HATFIELD,  M.  D.  Prom- 
inent among  the  substantial  men  of  Mul- 
hall  is  the  well-known  Dr.  Hatfield,  who 
ministers  to  the  bodily  ills  of  his  community  and 
enjoys  that  confidence  and  respect  naturally 
given  to  the  successful  and  esteemed  physician. 
He  is  a native  of  Minnesota,  born  in  Rice  countv, 
February  27,  1858,  and  the  son  of  David  and 
Matilda  (Gorrell)  Hatfield,  natives  of  Ohio.  The 
parents  were  earl}'  pioneers  of  Indiana,  in  which 
state  they  were  married,  and  they  moved  from 
there  first  to  Minnesota,  and  then,  in  1870,  to 
Jefferson  county,  Kans.,  where  the  father  settled 
on  a farm  and  spent  his  last  days.  The  mother 
died  in  August,  1900. 

Young  Hatfield  spent  his  childhood  and  vouth 
on  the  farm  with  his  parents,  receiving  his  rudi- 
mentary education  in  the  public  schools.  In 
1875  the  whole  family  returned  to  Indiana,  on 
account  of  the  grasshopper  plague,  and  while 
there  our  subject  attended  the  Ossian  high 
school.  After  returning  to  Kansas  he  engaged 
in  teaching,  though  only  nineteen  vears  old,  and 
soon  afterward  began  to  read  medicine  in  New- 
ton, Iowa,  with  his  mother's  brother,  one  of 
three  physicians  of  that  family.  In  1883  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  Iowa  State 
University,  in  Iowa  City,  from  which  he  was 


graduated  in  1886.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
practiced  considerably  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  f.  R. 
Gorrell,  and  continued  with  him  some  time  after 
graduation.  Upon  returning  to  Kansas  he  lo- 
cated in  Osage  City,  entering  into  partnership 
with  Dr.  W.  L.  Schenck,  but  was  there  onlv  one 
year. 

Dr.  Hatfield  was  married  September  4,  1888, 
to  Miss  Victoria  Macombcr,  of  Oskaloosa. 
Kans.,  and  soon  afterward  decided  upon  settling 
in  Oklahoma.  Locating  in  Mulhall  in  1893,  he 
is  now  well  established,  with  a lucrative  practice 
and  a comfortable  home,  with  all  of  the  comforts 
of  life  and  many  of  its  luxuries.  The  doctor  and 
his  excellent  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
John  William  Hatfield. 

Though  too  busy  with  his  practice  to  take  any 
part  in  politics,  he  attends  to  his  duty  as  a voter, 
supporting  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  He 
belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  serves  as  examining  physician  of  the  home 
lodge.  He  was  at  one  time  president  of  the 
Logan  County  board  of  health,  and  resigned, 
but  later  was  appointed  vice-president.  An  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Territorial  Medical  Associ- 
ation, he  acted  for  a time  as  the  treasurer. 


ACOB  S.  DIEHL.  A man  of  many-sided 
capabilities  and  various  enterprises  for  the 
advancement  of  the  business  and  other  in- 
terests of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  Jacob 
S.  Diehl  has  won  the  co-operation  of  all  who 
desire  the  public  good.  Born  in  Franklin  county, 
Pa.,  September  6,  1863,  he  is  a son  of  Michael 
L.  and  Anna  (Shetter)  Diehl,  of  German  ances- 
try. Since  residing  in  Oklahoma  his  claim  has 
been  located  in  the  southwestern  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 5,  township  19,  range  2 west,  Logan  county. 

Jacob  Diehl  lived  on  his  father’s  farm  during 
his  childhood  days,  learning  every  department 
of  the  work  and  surrounded  by  the  usual  in- 
fluences that  go  to  make  up  the  life  of  the  aver- 
age country-bred  boy.  The  educational  ad- 
vantages in  the  district  schools  were  readilv  and 
conscientiously  taken  advantage  of,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  started  out  iu  life  for  himself 
as  a school  teacher.  After  three  vears  of  this 
occupation  in  his  native  county,  he  continued  it 
in  Dickinson  county,  Kans.,  for  six  vears.  At 
the  same  time  he  interested  himself  in  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  practiced  to  some 
extent  for  a number  of  vears. 

On  September  4,  1888,  Mr.  Diehl  was  mar- 
ried, in  Dickinson  county,  to  Lena  Manx,  a 
native  of  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  a daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Mary  (Gfeller)  Manz,  natives  of 
Switzerland.  Of  this  union  there  are  four  chil- 
dren: Jennie  Mabel  and  Clarence  J.,  born  in 
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Kansas;  and  Stella  Rosa  and  Elmer  William, 
born  in  Oklahoma. 

In  1890  Mr.  Diehl  moved  to  Geary  county, 
Kans.,  and  thence  to  Stillwater,  Okla.,  and  the 
following  fall  bought  a claim  in  section  5,  town- 
ship 19,  which  he  still  owns  and  which  is  under 
high  cultivation.  In  1898  Mr.  Diehl  formed  a 
partnership  with  L.  B.  Miller,  in  connection 
with  the  Orlando  cheese  factory.  The  concern 
has  a capacity  of  ten  thousand  pounds  of  milk  a 
day,  and  a full  cream  cheese,  devoid  of  the  filling 
sometimes  employed,  is  manufactured.  They 
continued  to  do  a flourishing  business  till  De- 
cember 1,  1900,  when  Air.  Diehl  sold  his  interest 
to  his  partner. 

Mr.  Diehl  is  a Democrat  and  has  served  as  a 
delegate  to  a number  of  conventions.  From 
1894  to  1896  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  entire  community:  he  was 
also  assessor  for  two  years,  and  in  1896  was 
elected  township  trustee,  which  position  he  filled 
continuously  for  four  years. 


BUELL  FERGUSOX.  The  bar  of  Enid  is 
. ably  represented  by  Mr.  Ferguson,  who, 
since  he  came  here  at  the  opening  of  this 
country  to  settlement  in  the  year  1893,  ^ias  es~ 
tablished  a reputation  in  his  profession  as  an 
able  lawyer,  being  at  the  head  of  the  bar  in  his 
city,  thoroughly  reliable  and  enterprising,  quite 
in  keeping  with  the  growing  demands  of  his 
adopted  city. 

Mr.  Ferguson  was  born  in  Putnam  county. 
Mo.,  February  18,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph 
J.  and  Margaret  (Webb)  Ferguson,  natives,  re- 
spectively, of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  and  the  latter 
of  English  descent.  Joseph  J.  Ferguson,  who  is 
of  Scotch,  descent,  and  was  the  third  youngest 
of  nine  sons,  married  Margaret  AYebb  at  Green- 
castle,  Ind.,  and  soon  afterwards  'they  moved  to 
Putnam  county,  Mo., .where -they  reared  a family 
of  five  children, -consisting  of  one  girl  and  four 
boys,  to-wit:  Jennie,  Charles  AW,  Tosenh  A.,  T. 
Buell  and  Sherman.  In  the  year  of  1S76  he  re- 
moved with  h'is  family  to  Sumner  count v.  Kans., 
near  Argonia,  where  he  still  resides.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  William,  was  born  in  Scot- 
land, and,  when  grown,  he  and  a brother, 
emigrated  to  Delaware,  where  they  separated, 
William  moving  to  Ohio,  where  Davton  is  now 
situated.  In  that  place  lie  died,  aged  ninetv- 
seven  years,  and  there  his  other  children  now 
reside. 

J.  Buell  Ferguson  was  the  second  youngest 
in  the  family,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Missouri  and  Kansas,  graduating 
from  the  Lawrence  Commercial  College,  of 
Lawrence,  Kans.,  in  1884.  While  there  he  began 
the  study  of  law  and  continued  the  same  after  his 


return.  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Welling- 
ton, Kans.,  in  1890;  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Oklahoma  in  1897,  and  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  in  April,  1897. 

At  the  opening  of  Oklahoma  to  settlement,  on 
the  22nd  (lay  of  April,  1889,  Mr.  Ferguson  lo- 
cated at  Kingfisher,  where  he  built  up  a good 
law  practice,  remaining  there  until  the  16th  dav 
of  September,  1893,  at  which  time  he  removed  to 
Enid,  which  seemed  to  offer  larger  possibilities. 

Mr.  Ferguson  has  been  a lifelong  Republican, 
having  attended,  as  a delegate,  nearly  all  the 
territorial  conventions  of  his  party  in  the  terri- 
tory since  its  organization,  and  has  been  an 
active  advocate  for  statehood  for  Oklahoma.  He 
was  the  secretary  of  the  first  statehood  conven- 
tion held  in  Oklahoma  after  its  organization,  it 
being  held  in  Oklahoma  City  late  in  the  year 
1890.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  Ma- 
sons, and  joined  the  order  in  Enid. 

In  addition  to  his  law  practice,  Air.  Ferguson 
devoted  considerable  of  his  time  and  thought 
to  the  management  of  his  farms,  whereon  he 
breeds  thoroughbred  cattle,  mostly  Herefords. 

April  24,  1894,  he  married  Della  Fay  Kelly, 
who  was  born  in  Kansas  April  24,  1875,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  L.  and  Annie  (AVillian)  Kelly. 
To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  has  been  born  one 
child,  Donald  Kelly  Ferguson. 


JS.  DOBSON!  The  early  days  of  Joseph  S. 
# Dobson  were  spent  on  his  father’s  farm 
near  Rockford,  111.,  where  he  was  born  Oc- 
tober 12,  1852.  His  parents,  George  and  Eliza- 
beth (Goodwin)  Dobson,  were  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists wdio  moved  to  Osage  county,  Kans., 
in  1868.  At  the  end  of  a year  and  a half,  they 
took  up  their  residence  in  Butler  county,  same 
state,  remaining  there  from  1870  until  1889. 

T.  S.  Dobson  was  among  the  foremost  of  those 
who  made  the  famous  run  to  Oklahoma  April 
22,  1S89,  reaching  the  east  line  and  having  little 
difficulty  in  pre-empting  his  claim,  which  is 
located  on  section  23,  township  17,  range  1 west, 
Logan  county.  His  earlv  training  amply  quali- 
fied him  for  an  agricultural  and  business  life, 
and  there  was  not  wanting-  the  usual  opportu- 
nities for  a good  common-school  education. 
'When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  joined  the  Nine- 
teenth Kansas  Cavalry,  and  during  his  associa- 
tion with  the  same  had  many  interesting  experi- 
ences. For  six  months  lie  served  under  General 
Custer,  and  engaged  in  a number  of  skirmishes 
with  the  red  men.  Subsequently  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Kansas  and  started  to  farm  for 
himself.  His  father  encouraged  his  desire  for 
independence  by  presenting  him  with  a fine 
team  of  horses,  and  though  at  first  he  rented 
land,  later  he  bought  eight}  acres,  which  proved 


■ 


. 


43§ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


to  be  particularly  wild  and  difficult  of  cultiva- 
tion, all  obstacles  being  overcome,  however,  by 
the  owner’s  persistency  and  patience.  When 
he  had  brought  it  to  a high  state  of  cultivation 
he  decided  to  sell  the  place,  and  forthwith  bought 
two  hundred  acres  in  the  same  county. 

Upon  taking  up  his  claim  in  Oklahoma,  Mr. 
Dobson,  while  breaking  the  land,  lived  in  a tent 
until  such  time  as  he  could  build  a log  house, 
which  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  during  Oc- 
tober. Now  he  has  a very  desirable  and  com- 
fortable house,  fine  barns  and  ample  outhouses. 
A fine  orchard  of  three  acres  yields  an  output 
of  many  kinds  of  fruit. 

Mr. Dobson  was  married  June  3,  1883,  to  Ellen 
Burcham,  a native  of  Adams  county,  111.,  and 
a daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Hardesty)  Bur- 
cham. Of  this  union  there  are  seven  children: 
Archie,  Eli,  Henry,  Anna,  Edna,  Ralph  and 
Richard,  the  last  three  born  in  Oklahoma.  In 
1876  Mr.  Dobson  cast  his  vote  for  Hayes,  but 
has  since  been  identified  with  the  Populist  party, 
and  has  served  as  a delegate  to  many  of  its  con- 
ventions. He  contributes  largely  towards  edu- 
cational and  other  enterprises. 


Lewis  Frederick.  Among  the  young 

men  who  are  successfully  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Canadian  county,  none 
is  more  reliable  and  energetic  than  Lewis  Fred- 
erick, who  is  carrying  on  operations  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  4,  township  14, 
range  8 west.  He  is  a native  of  Illinois,  born 
near  Tuscola,  Douglas  county,  September  11, 
1873,  and  is  a son  of  Casper  and  Margaret 
Frederick.  The  mother  died  when  our  subject 
was  about  nine  years  old,  but  the  father  is  still 
living. 

Mr.  Frederick  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
on  the  home  farm,  and  acquired  a good  practical 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. Before  coming  to  Oklahoma  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  upon  rented  land  in  Illinois. 
It  was  in  1893  that  he  became  a resident  of  Ca- 
nadian county,  Okla.,  and  he  has  since  lived 
upon  his  present  farm,  having  erected  thereon 
a comfortable  residence,  which  is  still  his  home. 
He  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  cares  nothing  for  political  preferment, 
having  always  refused  to  accept  office. 

On  the  2nd  of  May,  1897,  in  Oklahoma,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Frederick  and 
Miss  Clara  Bruch,  who  was  born  in  Reno 
county,  Kans.  Her  parents,  Edwin  and  Sarah 
(Koons)  Bruch,  were  natives  of  Indiana  and 
Ohio,  respectively,  and  were  married  in  the 
former  state,  whence  thev  removed  to  Kansas 
in  1877.  The  mother  died  when  Mrs.  Frederick 
was  about  six  years  old.  The  latter  received  a 


fair  common-school  education  and  came  to 
Oklahoma  in  1895.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick 
have  three  children:  Dewey,  born  on  the  home 
farm,  December  5,  1897;  Roy,  born  November 
30,  1898;  and  a son  (as  yet  unnamed),  born  Au- 
gust 5,  1900. 


DEWWILTON  JEFFRIES.  Among  the 
enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of 
Logan  county  the  subject  of  this  article 
is  numbered,  and,  during  his  eleven  years  of 
residence  here  he  has  been  very  influential  in 
the  development  and  improvement  of  this  new 
country.  His  home  is  situated  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  section  17,  township  15,  range  3, 
and  Seward  is  his  postoffice  address. 

Born  in  Clay  county,  Mo.,  September  28,1856, 
our  subject  is  a son  of  William  and  Susanna 
(Goode)  Jeffries,  who  removed  to  Jefferson 
county,  Kans.,  when  he  was  a lad  of  twelve 
years.  He  grew  to  maturity  there  and  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  details  of  agriculture,  also 
gaining  a practical  business  education  in  the 
common  schools.  When  he  arrived  at  his  ma- 
jority he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count by  renting  land  in  Jefferson  count  \ and 
at  the  end  of  a few  years  of  well-applied  industry 
he  was  enabled  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land. 
From  1881  until  August,  1890,  he  continued  to 
cultivate  his  property  there,  but  when  this  more 
fertile  and  highly  desirable  territory  was  opened 
to  the  white  race  he  decided  to  cast  in  his  for- 
tune here.  He  first  came  to  Oklahoma  in  the 
summer  of  1875,  and  again  in  1889,  remaining 
only  about  two  months,  when  he  returned  to 
Kansas,  but  the  following  February  found  him 
again  in  Oklahoma.  Ide  then  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  the  property  where 
lie  has  since  made  his  home,  and  at  once,  with 
characteristic  energy,  he  commenced  making 
improvements  on  the  place.  In  connection  with 
his  general  farming  he  devotes  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  raising  of  stock,  and  at  present 
he  has  about  fifty  head  of  cattle.  His  fine  or- 
chard, of  some  five  acres,  now  is  bearing  a good 
harvest  each  year  and  promises  even  better  in 
the  near  future. 

On  Thanksgiving  day,  November  27,  1879, 
Mr.  Jeffries  married  Ella  Carter,  a native  of 
Jefferson  county,  Kans.  She  is  a daughter  of 
Robert  and  Amanda  Carter,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage is  the  mother  of  six  children.  Idle  four 
elder  children  were  born  in  Jefferson  county, 
Ivans.,  namely:  Otto,  Effic  Lee,  Susan  Amanda 
and  Otis.  Omar  and  Obert  C.  were  born  in 
Oklahoma.  The  eldest  son,  Otto,  and  the  two 
daughters  arc  students  at  the  normal  school 
at  Edmond,  and  the  two  younger  children  are 
at  home. 


. 
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Reared  in  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  our  subject  is  a worker  in  local  politics, 
and  has  been  a delegate  to  the  county  conven- 
tions for  several  years.  For  two  years  he  has 
been  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  though  this 
township  usually  has  a Republican  majority,  lie 
was  elected  to  till  the  office  of  trustee.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a member  of  Guthrie  Lodge  No.  I, 
A.  O.  LT.  \\\,  and  he  also  belongs  to  several 
horse-thief  protective  associations. 


CHARLES  O.  BLAKE.  A resident  of  El 
Reno,  and  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of 
Oklahoma,  this  gentleman  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  through  his  professional  prac- 
tice, and  by  reason  of  his  connection  with  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific  Railroad,  as  its 
attorney.  A son  of  C.  B.  Blake,  he  was  born 
October  29,  i860,  at  Blake's  Landing,  Gallia 
county,  Ohio.  He  is  of  English  descent,  his 
great-grandfather.  David  Blake,  having  been 
born  and  reared  near  London,  England.  David 
Blake  immigrated  to  this  country  when  a young 
man,  and  became  a pioneer  settler  of  Marietta, 
Ohio,  locating  near  the  old  blockhouse,  where 
he  and  one  of  his  brothers  had  a shipyard  in 
which  they  built  many  vessels  for  use  on  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  He  acquired  a good 
property,  and.  having  bought  a farm  at  Blake's 
Landing,  spent  his  closing  years  there.  He  was 
loyal  to  the  country  of  his  adoption,  and  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  being  afterwards 
an  officer  in  the  state  militia. 

Ansel  Blake.  Mr.  Blake's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a ship-builder,  and  during  his  early  life 
built  flatboats.  barges,  and  other  vessels  used 
in  transporting  freight  down  the  rivers  to  New 
Orleans.  From  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Gallia 
county,  near  Blake's  Landing,  he  developed  a 
valuable  plantation,  known  as  "The  Elms,”  on 
which  he  spent  many  years,  living  there  until  his 
death,  in  1807.  the  venerable  age  of  ninety- 
five  years. . His  wife,  w hose  maiden  name  was 
Hannah  Trowbridge.,  came  of  distinguished  Rev- 
olutionary stock,  and  of  a family  somewhat  noted 
for  its  longevity.  She  also  died  in  1897,  being 
then  ninety-three  years  old. 

C.  B.  Blake  was  born  at  Blake’s  Landing, 
and  has  there  spent  his  entire  life,  being  now 
the  owner  of  the  ancestral  homestead.  "The 
Elms."  For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in 
fiatboating  on  the  Ohio,  and  also  built  many 
of  the  river  steamers,  barges  and  other  craft  used 
in  transporting  passengers  and  goods.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  served  as  first  lieutenant  of 
( ompany  I.  Fourth  Volunteer  Infantrv,  under 
' 'eueral  Lightburn,  remaining  with  his  regiment 
"util,  on  account  of  injuries  received,  he  was 
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mustered  out  of  service  for  physical  disability. 
He  was  afterwards  sheriff  of  the  county  two 
terms.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  He  married  Miss  Gratia  Ful- 
ler, who  was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  a: 
Fuller's  Landing,  of  which  her  father,  Hon.  Al- 
phonso  Fuller,  of  New  York  state,  was  an  early 
settler,  and  an  extensive  landholder.  Mr.  Fuller 
was  also  the  owner  of  numerous  flatboats,  river 
barges  and  steamers,  and  for  many  years  carried 
on  a substantial  business  in  freighting.  Pie  was 
very  prominent  in  military  affairs,  having  been 
brigadier-general  of  a company  of  Ohio  militia 
during  the  war  with  Mexico,  but  was  not  called 
to  the  front.  He  filled  many  offices  of  trust  and 
responsibility,  and  served  as  state  senator.  Pie 
was  a kinsman  of  old  Commodore  Swain,  of 
Nantucket  fame,  and  some  of  Ins  Swain  rela- 
tives settled  in  Ohio,  becoming  prosperous  farm- 
ers. Of  the  union  of  C.  B.  Blake  with  Miss 
Fuller,  six  children  were  born,  of  whom  five  are 
living,  as  follows:  Alphonso,  a farmer,  living- 

near  the  old  homestead  in  Ohio:  Charles  O.,  the 
special  subject  of  this  sketch;  Edward,  a farmer, 
residing  near  Pueblo,  Colo.;  Ernest  E.,  a grad- 
uate of  Adrian  College,  Mich.,  who  is  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  Charles  O.,  and  is 
attorney  for  the  Choctaw  Railway  Company;  and 
C.  B.,  Jr.,  who  is  professor  of  biology  at  Ed- 
mond, Okla. 

Charles  O.  Blake  resided  at  "The  Elms”  until 
nineteen  years  old,  attending  the  public  schools, 
and  the  Gallipoli's  high  school,  after  which  he 
studied  law  in  that  city  with  the  firm  of  White 
& Holcomb,  then  attended  the  Cincinnati  Law 
School  for  a year.  In  1883  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Indianapolis,  and  after  practicing  there 
for  a short  time  went  to  Red  Mountain,  Ouray 
county,  Colo.,  and  soon  after  purchased  a mine 
about  seven  miles  from  Ouray,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  silver  mining  for  about  six  months, 
and  where  he  still  retains  an  interest  in  the 
mine.  In  the  spring;  of  1885  Air.  Blake  opened 
a law  office  in  Coldwater,  Ivans.,  where  he  met 
with  success,  for  two  terms  serving  as  county 
attorney  for  Comanche  county  until  he  resigned 
the  position.  Coming  to  Oklahoma  on  legal 
business,  he  was  pleased  with  the  outlook,  and 
in  1890  transferred  his  residence  and  practice  to 
El  Reno,  where  he  and  his  brother,  Ernest  E., 
formed  a copartnership  under  the  firm  name  of 
Blake  & Blake,  and  have  since  met  with  eminent 
success  in  their  profession,  having  won  an  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  patronage.  I11  1898  Mr. 
Blake  accepted  his  present  position  as  attornev 
for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  for  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Terri- 
tory. Likewise  identified  with  other  enterprises, 
he  is  interested  in  Colorado  lands  and  irriga- 


. 
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tion,  and  in  agricultural  pursuits,  being  the 
owner  of  two  valuable  farms,  devoted  principally 
to  fruit-growing. 

Politically  Mr.  Blake  is  a stanch  Republican. 
He  is  very  active  in  the  promoting  of  educational 
affairs,  and  is  now  president  of  the  board  of  re- 
gents of  the  University  of  Oklahoma,  at  Norman, 
having  received  his  appointment  from  Governor 
Barnes,  and  under  Governor  Seay  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College  at  Stillwater.  Frater- 
nally, was  made  a Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow  in 
El  Reno.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
El  Reno  Club,  and  is  a member  in  high  standing 
of  the  Territorial  Bar  Association. 

In  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  Mr.  Blake  married  Miss 
Cora  Bryan,  whose  parents  removed  to  Ohio 
from  one  of  the  eastern  states.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Blake  have  four  children,  namely:  Bryan  Trow- 
bridge, Marion,  Bardwell  and  Ansel. 


TTO  A.  GRIESEL.  Among  the  most  en- 
terprising citizens  of  Oklahoma  are  some 
that  arc  of  foreign  birth,  who,  through 
their  own  unaided  efforts  have  overcome  the 
obstacles  in  the  path  to  success,  and  arc  now 
quite  well-to-do.  In  Air.  Griesel  we  find  a 
worthy  representative  of  this  class.  He  owns 
and  successfully  operated  a good  farm  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  13,  township  14, 
range  7 west,  Canadian  county.  He  was  born 
in  Austria,  December  13,  i86r,  and  was  about 
five  years  old  when  brought  to  this  country  bv 
his  parents,  Joseph  and  Frances  Griesel,  who  lo- 
cated first  in  Alilwaukec,  Wis.,  where  the  father 
worked  at  his  trade  of  carpenter  for  three  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Topeka,  Kans.  From  there 
he  went  to  Newton,  that  state,  where  his  death 
occurred. 

During  his  boyhood  Otto  A.  Griesel  had  but 
little  opportunity  to  attend  school,  and  when 
"left  fatherless  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  for  a hvelihood. 
He  began  life  for  himself  by  working  as  a farm 
hand  by  the  month  and  later  operated  rented 
land  on  his  own  account.  He  did  well  at  first, 
but  went  farther  west  and  pre-empted  laud  and 
there  lost  all  that  he  had  made. 

In  Newton,  Kans.,  August  12,  1883,  ATr.  Grie- 
sel married  Aliss  Nettie  Talman,  of  that  place, 
who  was  born  in  Iowa,  and  received  a fair  com- 
mon-school education.  They  now  have  five 
children,  namely:  Capitola  Aledora,  Beatrice, 
Edward,  Ruby  and  Adolph.  On  coming  to 
Oklahoma  in  December,  t8()o,  Air.  Griescl’s  pos- 
sessions consisted  mainly  of  two  teams  of  horses, 
and  one  of  these  was  composed  of  horses  aged 
nineteen  and  twenty-one  years,  rcspectivclv. 
However,  he  made  the  most  of  what  he  had. 


Until  better  accommodations  could  be  secured, 
he  lived  in  a dugout.  As  a result  of  energy  and 
perseverance,  he  has  steadily  prospered  in  his 
new  home. 

Air.  Griesel  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot 
for  James  G.  Blaine,  in  1884,  and  is  still  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  active 
and  influential  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  steward 
and  trustee,  and  contributed  very  liberally  to 
the  building  of  Liberty  Church. 


T EFFERSON  D.  FORD,  who  is  a resident  of 
J Oklahoma  City,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
meat  business  since  early  life,  and  under- 
stands it  thoroughly.  He  was  born  at  Big 
Springs,  Shelby  county,  111.,  December  11,  1859, 
and  is  a son  of  Levi  W.  and  Lucretia  Berry 
(Spain)  Ford. 

Air.  Ford  comes  of  an  old  Virginia  familv, 
his  father,  Levi  W.  Ford,  having  been  born  in 
that  state,  and  moving  from  there  to  Shelby 
county.  111.,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Shelby  county,  111.,  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  now  resides  at  Windsor, 
111.  Her  father,  John  Spain,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  and  at  an  early  day  settled  in  Shelby 
county,  111.,  where  he  followed  farming.  He 
wras  the  first  postmaster  of  Big  Springs,  and  held 
that  office  until  his  death,  in  the  ninety-eighth 
year  of  his  age,  being  at  that  time  the  oldest 
postmaster  in  the  United  States.  Five  children 
were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Ford,  and  three  arc- 
now  living. 

Jefferson  Davis  Ford  was  reared  at  Windsor, 
111.,  and  received  a limited  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  As  a boy  he  was  set  to  work  at 
farming,  and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a butcher 
in  all  its  details..  He  worked  at  his  trade  in 
Neoga,  111.,  until  1SS5.  when  he  went  west  and 
located  at  Jetmore,  Hodgeman  countv.  Kans. 
For  some  years  he  was  in  business  in  that  town. 
July  12,  1889,  he  entered  the  emplov  of  Air. 
AIcClure,  in  the  butcher  business  at  Oklahoma 
City,  clerking  for  him  until  the  spring  of  189 r. 
w hen  lie  bought  out  Air.  Toy  and  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  on  Robinson  street.  Ac- 
quiring a good  patronage  and  meeting  with 
success,  he  continued  the  business  until  Tune  t, 
1900,  when  he  sold  out  to  good  advantage. 
Since  July  1,  1900,  he  has  be«?n  emploved  bv 
Armour  & Co.  as  city  salesman.  At  Oklahoma 
City  Air.  Ford  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Alary  Amanda  AIcGowen,  who  was  born  in  Illi- 
nois and  reared  in  Eldorado.  Kans.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  and  then  resigned,  hi  politics  he 
is  a Democrat.  He  was  made  a Alason  at 
Neoga,  111.,  and  is  now  a member  of  Oklahoma 
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l..„Lc  Xo.  3,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Oklahoma  Chap- 
ter Xo.  7,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Oklahoma  City:  Okla- 
|,(„na  Commandery  Xo.  2,  K.  T.;  and  India 
jiuiplc,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  lie  is  an  Episco- 
palian in  religious  attachment,  and  is  serving 
.,s  vestryman. 


C\PT.  ROBERT  B.  HUSTOX.  It  is  the 
glory  of  our  country  that  so  many  of  its 
sons  are  valiant  and  brave,  proving  their 
patriotism  by  their  active  service  in  times  of 
war.  The  Spanish-American  war  has  given 
i!,/w  names  to  our  national  roll  of  honor  and 
added  new  luster  to  our  prestige  as  a republic, 
t if  those  who  answered  the  call  for  volunteers, 
none  was  braver  than  Captain  Huston,  of  Guth- 
rie. Going  to  the  front,  he  served  both  in  Cuba 
and  in  the  Philippines,  continuing  a trusted  offi- 
cer until  death  ended  his  career,  while  lie  was 
bravelv  discharging  his  duties  in  a far-distant 
land.  Though  dead,  he  is  not  forgotten.  His 
memory  will  long  be  preserved  as  that  of  a cour- 
ageous soldier,  who  gave  his  life  tor  his  country, 
although  it  was  not  a bullet  from  the  enemy's 
ranks  that  ended  his  career,  but  that  insidious 
and  treacherous  foe  of  the  soldier,  the  typhoid 
fever. 

The  birth  of  Robert  B.  Huston  occurred  in 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  January  25,  1864,  his  parents 
being  Abraham  and  Jane  (Bell)  Huston,  natives, 
respoctivelv,  of  Ohio  and  Scotland,  the  latter 
living  a descendant  of  the  famous  Douglas  fam- 
ily of  Scottish  history.  The  education  of  Rob- 
ert B.  Huston  was  commenced  in  Ohio  and 
continued  in  Kansas.  In  his  youth  he  deter- 
mined to  become  a lawyer,  and  his  studies  were 
>haped  with  that  end  in  view,  his  readings  being 
carried  on  in  Seneca,  Ivans.  In  1893  lie  came 
to  Guthrie  and  opened  an  office  for  the  practice 
of  law,  in  which  he  continued  successfully,  and 
'a ith  a growing  clientele,  until  the  outbreak  of 
O'-  war  with  Spain. 

June  12,  1895,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Rob- 
ert  B.  Huston  and  Miss  Yianna  J.  Roads,  who 
n a daughter  of  Emanuel  and  Marv  Jane  (Rob- 
bins) Roads,  and  a sister  of  J.  M.  Roads  (see 
'i  eich  on  another  page  of  this  work').  Her 
either,,  a native  of  England,  came  to  America 
•c  tlie  age  of  about  thirteen  years  and  settled 
• ith  his  parents  in  Albany,  X*.  Y.,  but  later  re- 
: ,l,ved  to  Otsego  county,  the  same  state,  and  for 
■me  time  conducted  a machine  shop  in  Worees- 
’ f-  Mrs.  Huston  was  educated  in  the  east,  and 
- a cultured  and  refined  woman,  holding  a posi- 
,n  "f  honor  in  the  society  of  Guthrie,  where 
;>iid  her  onlv  son,  Robert  Harold  Huston, 
redde. 

'*  'he  opening,  of  the  Spanish-American  war, 
;'""ert  B.  Huston  enlisted  in  the  service.  Mav 


5,  1S98,  he  became  captain  of  Troop  D,  First 
United  States  Cavalry.  Under  his  leadership 
was  organized  the  first  volunteer  company 
militia  of  Oklahoma  and  he  was  later  chosen  its 
colonel.  Going  with  his  regiment  to  Cuba,  he 
took  part  in  the*  actions  which  gave  luster  to 
the  Rough  Riders,  and  was  himself  one  of  the 
bravest  of  that  immortal  company  of  valiant 
men.  At  San  Juan  Hill  and  Santiago  he  fought 
with  distinguished  valor,  and  in  recognition  of 
his  services  he  was  brevetted  major  and  com- 
missioned paymaster,  serving  until  June,  1899, 
when  he  was  mustered  out.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  lie  was  appointed  captain,  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  United  States  Infantry,  and  sailed  with 
his  regiment  for  the  Philippine  Islands  Novem- 
ber 4,  landing  at  Manila  on  Christmas  day. 
From  that  time  forward  he  was  a noticeable  fig- 
ure in  all  engagements  participated  in  by  his 
regiment,  and  there  was  no  diminution  in  his 
patriotic  ardor  and  bravery  until  he  fell  a victim 
of  typhoid  fever.  Pie  died  July  6,  1900,  and  his 
remains  were  forwarded  to  Ohio  for  interment, 
August  18.  following.  Thus  passed  into  eternal 
rest  one  who  had,  on  many  a battlefield,  proved 
his  valor  and  his  loyal  spirit.  It  is  to  such  men 
as  he  that  our  country  owes  its  greatness.  So 
long  as  the  spirit  that  animated  him  shall  abide 
in  the  hearts  of  the  youth  of  America,  so  long 
shall  our  country  be  one  of  the  world’s  greatest 
powers  and  resist  successfully  the  encroach- 
ments of  avarice  and  tyranny. 


DOPtGLAS  H.  LYON,  a thrifty  agriculturist 
of  Logan  county,  is  a man  of  high  princi- 
ples and  aims,  and  all  who  know  him  ren- 
der a tribute  of  praise  to  him.  classing  him 
among  the  public-spirited  citizens  of  this  terri- 
tory. He  is  well  posted  in  the  leading  issues  ot 
the  day,  and  is  governed  in  all  his  actions  by  a 
conscientious  application  of  the  old  rule,  “the 
greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number.” 

Born  on  his  father's  homestead  in  Fleming 
county,  Ivy.,  February  10,  1842,  Douglas  IT. 
Lyon  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  quiet,  inde- 
pendent routine  of  a tiller  of  the  soil.  His  par- 
ents were  Morris  C.  and  Drusilla  (Rollins)  Lyon, 
and  of  their  thirteen  children  he  was  the  seventh 
in  order  of  birth.  The  father  was  a man  of  good 
information  for  his  time  and  place  of  abode,  and, 
in  addition  to  managing  his  large  farm,  he  spent 
a portion  of  several  years  in  teaching  in  the  local 
schools. 

Our  subject  obtained  a fair  education  and  a 
practical  idea  of  farming*  in  all  it:~>  departments 
before  he  arrived  at  maturity.  In  1S61,  when  lie 
.was  not  yet  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  married 
Mary  Frances,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Amanda 
(Saunders)  Nealis.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was 
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a mere  schoolgirl,  as  she  had  only  just  passed 
the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  her  birth,  which 
event  had  occurred  in  Fleming  county. 

For  six  years  subsequent  to  his  marriage  D. 
H.Lyon  laboredunder  the  disadvantage  of  being 
a renter  of  farms,  but  both  he"  and  his  wife  were 
plucky  young  people,  and  at  last,  by  economy 
and  industry,  they  were  enabled  to  purchase 
ninety  acres  of  land,  and  there  they  resided  until 
1880.  That  year  they  went  to  Jackson  county, 
Kans.,  where  they  settled  upon  an  eighty-acre 
tract  of  land  which  Mrs.  Nealis  had  selected  and 
bought  for  them,  and,  in  order  to  meet  the  nec- 
essary payment  upon  the  place,  Mr.  Lyon  re- 
turned to  his  former  home  in  1881  and  sold  that 
farm,  thus  discharging  all  of  his  indebtedness. 
Fie  developed  his  new  property  during  the  ten 
years  of  his  residence  there,  but,  learning  of  the 
settlement  of  Oklahoma,  he  sold  out  in  1890 
and  came  to  this  promised  land.  Here  he  bought 
the  southeastern  quarter  of  section  19,  town- 
ship 15,  range  3 west,  and  among  the  many 
material  improvements  which  he  has  made  it 
may  be  stated  that  his  orchard  is  particularly 
fine.  He  has  five  hundred  peach  trees  and  num- 
bers of  apple  trees,  while  his  vineyard  furnishes 
an  abundance  of  grapes.  Around  his  house 
beautiful  shade  trees  and  shrubbery  are  notice- 
able features,  and  everything  about  the  premises 
is  kept  in  a systematic  manner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon  have  a son  and  daugh- 
ter, both  of  whom  were  born  in  Fleming  county, 
Ky.  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Abraham  Denton,  of 
Texas  county,  Mo.,  is  the  mother  of  two  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Samuel  M.  Lyon  married 
Cora  Smith  and  has  three  sons.  They  reside 
one  mile  south  of  D.  FI.  Lyon. 

Our  subject  uses  his  franchise  in  favor  of  the 
nominees  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  is 
not  an  aspirant  to  public  offices. 


WILLIAM  KXECIIT,  whose  home  is  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  8,  town- 
ship 14,  range  7 west,  is  one  of  the 
worthy  citizens  that  Germany  has  furnished  to 
Canadian  county.  Fie  was  born  in  the  Rhine 
Province,  November  j8,  1848,  a son  of  Peter 
and  Lena  (Sontgerath)  Knccht.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  soon 
after  landing  in  New  York  proceeded  to  La 
Salle  county.  111.,  where  he  worked  by  the  month 
as  a farm  hand  for  several  years.  Next  he  made 
his  home  in  Marshall  county.  111.,  where  he  was 
similarly  employed  for  a time,  and,  securing  a 
start  in  this  way,  he  at  length  rented  land,  and 
successfully  engaged  in  its  operation. 

There  Mr.  Knccht  was  married,  October  25-, 
1887,  to  Miss  May  Bogner,  who  was  born  in 
Marshall  county,  a daughter  of  Louis  and  Ger- 


trude (Weber)  Bogner.  By  this  union  eight 
children  were  born,  namely:  Louis,  Lena,  Wil- 
liam and  Leo  (twins),  Gertrude,  Anthony,  Jo- 
seph and  May. 

Mr.  Knecht  continued  to  operate  rented  land 
in  Marshall  county,  111.,  until  1893,  which  year 
witnessed  his  arrival  in  Canadian  county,  Okla. 
Purchasing  his  present  farm  for  the  sum  of 
$1,300,  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  with  most 
gratifying  results.  Here  he  has  since  been  pros- 
pered. I11  1896  he  bought  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  30,  township  14,  range  7 west,  and  in 
1899  purchased  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
7.  On  landing  in  this  country  he  had  only  five 
dollars  with  which  to  begin  life  in  a strange 
land  and  among  a strange  people,  but  he  is  now 
quite  well-to-do,  and  his  success  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  his  own  industry,  good  management  and 
excellent  business  ability.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Catholic  faith  and  confirmed  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 


GEORGE  Iv.  KAISER,  who  has  been  lo- 
cated in  Oklahoma  City  since  the  open- 
ing, is  proprietor  of  a large  establishment 
at  the  corner  of  Robinson  and  Second  streets, 
where  he  deals  in  paints,  oils  and  wall  paper. 
Born  in  Schwabland,  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
April  23,  1859,  he  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Cather- 
ine (Kuller)  Kaiser,  also  natives  of  Wurtemberg. 
After  their  marriage  his  parents  came  to  Amer- 
ica, settling-  in  Lincoln,  Logan  county,  Ilk. 
where  the  father  died  about  t886,  and  the  mother 
in  1864.  Seven  children  resulted  from  their 
union,  four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and 
two  are  now  living:  George  K.,  and  Jacob,  who 
resides  in  Nokomis,  111. 

George  K.  Kaiser  was  but  a year  old  when, 
in  i860,  his  father  came  to  this  countrv,  making 
the  trip  to  New  York  City  in  ninetv  days,  on  a 
sailing  vessel.  He  lived  in  Illinois  until  aftei 
his  mother  died,  when  he  was  taken  back  to 
Germany  by  his  father,  but  about  one  year  later, 
after  the  second  marriage  of  the  father,  they 
returned  to  Illinois.  IJe  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Lincoln,  and  when  fourteen  years 
old  went  to  Bloomington,  111.,  where  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  a painter  in 
the  shops  of  the  Chicago  N Alton  Railroad 
He  was  employed  at  coach-painting  and  made 
quite  a reputation  as  a varnisher,  continuing 
there  about  five  years.  In  1874  he  came  west 
and  traveled  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  Mis- 
souri, Kansas  and  Colorado,  and  in  1876  joined, 
a surveying  corps  in  the  Biack  1 1 ills,  when  the 
great  rush  was  being  made  to  that  section.  For 
nine  months  he  was  on  the  government  survey, 
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sectionizing  the  country,  meantime  having  nu- 
merous fights  with  the  Sioux  and  Nez  Perces 
tribes,  and  having  several  very  narrow  escapes. 
Upon  the  close  of  the  season,  he  went  to  Ne- 
braska City,  thence  to  Denver,  South  Park, 
Pueblo,  Silver  City  and  Leadville,  Colo.,  where 
he  engaged  in  prospecting  and  mining  about  one 
year.  Next  he  went  to  southern  Kansas  and 
followed  his  trade  at  Wichita,  Caldwell,  W in- 
field and  Wellington. 

During  the  ensuing  three  years  Air.  Kaiser 
was  employed  at  intervals  in  the  shops  of  the 
St.  Louis  & San  Francisco  Railroad  at  Spring- 
field,  Mo.,  after  which  he  traveled  over  Ne- 
braska, working  at  his  trade.  About  1885  he 
returned  to  Wichita  and  engaged  in  contracting 
and  painting.  April  22,  1889,  he  left  the  west 
line  of  Oklahoma  and  located  a claim  in  Cana- 
dian county,  eight  miles  north  of  Yukon,  on 
Deer  creek  in  Frisco  township,  the  land  compris- 
ing the  northwest  quarter  of  section  7,  township 
13,  range  5 west.  During  the  six  years  of  his 
residence  on  the  farm  he  made  many  valuable 
improvements  and  still  owns  the  property.  In 
the  meantime,  from  the  earliest  days  of  Okla- 
homa City,  he  followed  his  trade  here,  and  in 
1895  began  contracting  and  painting.  Two 
years  later,  in  addition  to  contract  work,  lie- 
established  a store  at  No.  114  Robinson  street, 
where  he  carries  a stock  of  paints,  oils  and  wall 
paper.  In  1899  he  moved  to  his  present  quar- 
ters on  Robinson  and  Second  streets.  Among 
the  contracts  he  has  had  may  be  mentioned 
those  for  the  residences  of  D.  W.  Gibbs,  Judge 
Bunwell,  James  Monnan  and  J.  P.  Allen,  the 
Lion  store,  and  the  Baptist  and  Christian 
Churches.  In  1895  he  built  the  modern  home  at 
No.  429  Fast  First  street,  in  which  he  now 
lives. 

At  Beatrice,  Neb.,  Mr.  Kaiser  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  F.  GracC, - who  was 
born  at  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I.,  and  is  a daughter 
of  William  Grace.  Her  grandfather,  Charles 
Grace,  a sailor, came  from  London,  England, and 
settled  at  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I.  William  Grace,  who 
was  born  in  London,  England,  was  a ship  car- 
penter, joiner  and  painter,  and  followed  his 
trade  in  the  shipyards  in  New  York  City,  migrat- 
ing from  there  to  Iowa,  and  thence  to  Nebraska, 
where  he  was  a contractor  and  painter  for  seven- 
teen years.  Subsequently  he  made  his  home  in 
Kansas,  and  is  now  living  on  a farm  in  south- 
western Missouri.  During  the  Mexican  war  he 
served  in  the  navy.  He  married  Marv  F.  Hil- 
dreth. who  was  born  at  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I , and 
died  in  Nebraska.  They  had  three  children, 
all  daughters,  and  all  still  living,  Mrs.  Kaiser 
being  the  youngest.  One  sister,  Mrs  Bek 
Block,  resides  in  Blaine  county,  Okl:t„  and  the 
other,  Mrs.  Ella  Tomlinson,  resides  at  Wayne, 
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Neb.  Mrs.  Kaiser  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  independent. 


SAMUEL  H.  MONTGOMERY  is  a typical 
frontiersman  of  the  generation  which  is  in 
its  prime  at  the  present  time.  Alert  and 
quick  to  grasp  every  situation,  fearless  and  inde- 
pendent, he  has  met  and  conquered  the  prob- 
lems which  life*  has  had  in  store  for  him,  its 
vicissitudes  only  widening  his  sympathies  and 
kindly  feelings  toward  mankind. 

The  Montgomery  family,  of  which  our  subject 
is  a worthy  representative,  originated  in  Scot- 
land. His  father,  Andrew  Montgomery,  was 
born  near  Athens,  Ala.,  and  in  1848  he  removed 
to  Harrison  county,  Tex.,  where  he  was  occupied 
in  farming  until  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
during  which  period  he  served  as  a member  of 
the  state  militia.  In  1866  he  located  in  Grayson 
county,  Tex.,  where  he  departed  this  life  in  1874. 
aged  sixtv-three  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Melinda  Fisher. 
Pier  father,  Jacob  Fisher,  of  German  descent,  was 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  generations  of 
his  ancestors  had  dwelt.  In  his  early  manhood  he 
went  to  Alabama,  and  there  carried  on  a large 
plantation  until  1852,  when  he  removed  to  Up- 
shur county,  Tex.,  and  there  also  devoted  his 
attention  to  agriculture.  Pie  was  called  to  his 
reward  in  1871,  when  in  his  ninety-seventh  vear. 

One  of  thirteen  brothers  and  sisters,  S.  PI. 
Montgomery  was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Tex., 
December  14,  1852.  All  but  one  of  the  number 
lived  to  maturity  and  eleven  are  yet  surviving. 
With  the  exception  of  himself  and  brother. 
Stonewall  J.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  live  stock 
business  in  the  Osage  country,  the  familv  is  still 
in  Texas.  He  was  reared  as  a farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  remained  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Grayson  county  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
Then  going  into  the  wild  country  on  the  Colo- 
rado river,  in  Texas,  he  found  employment  with 
cattlemen,  and  later  embarked  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  Altogether'  he  spent  fifteen 
years  in  that  portion  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  his 
ranch  being  situated  £t  a point  about  seven  miles 
north  of  San  Angelo,  Tom  ( ircen  county.  When 
Garfield  county  was  to  be  opened  he  concluded 
to  locate  in  this  section,  and  September  16.  1893, 
made  the  race  for  a claim,  being  fortunate  in 
securing  a good  one.  four  miles  from  Enid.  After 
making  his  home  there  for  twenty  months,  he 
sold  the  property,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a 
resident  of  Enid.  He  operates  a ranch  in  Wood 
county,  ( )kla.,  and  deals  extensively  in  live  stock. 
He  keeps  a high  grade  of  ITerefords  and  Short- 
horn cattle  and  feeds  stock  for  the  market.  First 
and  last  he  is  a business  man,  paying  little  atten- 
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tion  to  other  affairs,  and  in  polities  is  a Demo- 
crat. 

In  Brown  county.  Tex.,  Mr.  Montgomery 
married  Miss  Nellie  Hall,  who  likewise  is  a na- 
tive of  Texas.  This  estimable  couple  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Andrew,  who  lives  with 
them.  Mrs.  Montgomery  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  is  active  in  all  good  works. 


WILLIAM  WESLEY  McKINLEY,  for- 
mer postmaster  at  Kingfisher,  was  born 
January  1,  1849.  His  father,  John  Mc- 
Kinley, of  Ohio,  who  was  for  years  a successful 
miller  near  Canton,  on  the  Copperas  river, 
owned  six  hundred  acres  of  land  and  conducted 
a large  grist  and  saw  mill.  He  was  a very  de- 
vout man,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  died  near  Canton  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three. 

Under  his  father’s  instruction,  William  Wes- 
ley McKinley  also  learned  to  be  a miller,  and 
ran  the  grist  mill  on  the  Copperas  river  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1892  he  shifted  the  scene 
of  his  efforts  to  Hope,  Ivans.,  where  he  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1893,  when  he  came 
to  Kingfisher,  and  bought  a farm  fourteen  miles 
northwest  of  the  town.  His  success  in  general 
farming  was  interrupted  in  1897,  when  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Kingfisher  by  his 
cousin,  President  McKinley,  which  position  he 
creditably  filled  until  his  death,  March  16,  1899. 
Mr.  McKinley's  death  was  brought  about 
through  a severe  attack  of  the  grippe,  which 
resulted  fatally  after  five  weeks  of  severe  ill- 
ness. He  seemed  to  realize  that  his  system 

would  be  unable  to  bear  the  severe  strain, 

and  with  thoughtful  solicitude  for  the  dear  ones 
that  would  mourn  the  loss  of  a devoted  husband 
and  father,  he  wrote  to  President  McKinlev, 
asking  that  his  position  be  given  to  his  wife. 

During  the  years  of  his  activity  Mr.  McKinley 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  a member  of  the  Masonic  order. 
He  was  married  September  30,  1873,  in 

Oquawka,  Henderson  county,  111.,  to  Emilv 

Shugart.  who  was  born  in  Banner,  Kuiton 
county,  111.,  and  was  a daughter  of  John  Shu- 
gart, of  Indiana.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
Edam  Shugart.  was  an  earlv  settler  in  Indiana, 
and  came  from  an  old  Ohio  family  of  German 
descent.  He  was  a successful  farmer,  and  after 
a time  removed  to  Kemp.  Kaufman  countv, 
Tex.,  where  he  continued  to  farm  and  raise  stock 
for  over  sixty  years.  He  fought  with  courage 
and  distinction  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
In  religion  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife,  formerlv  Julia 
Ann  Grass,  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  is  a daugh- 


ter of  John  Grass,  who  early  came  from  the  east 
and  settled  in  Indiana.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shu- 
gart were  born  four  children,  all  of  whom  arc- 
living,  Mrs.  McKinley  being  the  oldest.  She  is 
the  mother  of  eleven  children:  Nellie,  who  mar- 
ried Mr.  Gilbert,  died  in  Kingfisher  March  1 6, 
1899.  Charles  is  assistant  postmaster  of  King- 
fisher; Annie  is  a clerk  in  the  postoffice;  May 
is  general  delivery  clerk  in  the  postoffice;  John 
operates  the  home  farm  in  Kingfisher  countv; 
Trovers  assists  on  the  farm;  Floyd,  Lizzie,  Bes- 
sie, Thomas,  and  Ida,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Kirs.  McKinley  has  demonstrated  the  right 
of  women  to  invade  lines  of  industry  formerlv 
occupied  exclusively  by  men.  At  first  appointed 
temporarily  to  the  position  in  the  postoffice, 
the  appointment  was  confirmed  December  13, 
1899,  since  which  time  she  has  successfully  con- 
ducted the  affairs  of  the  postoffice,  ably  assisted 
by  her  son  and  daughters.  Mrs.  McKinley  is 
regarded  as  a prominent  and  influential  member 
of  the  community,  who  has  the  interest  of  her 
adopted  town  at  heart,  and  is  variously  associ- 
ated with  the  means  of  its  upbuilding.  In  1900 
she  erected  in  Kingfisher  a comfortable  and 
handsome  residence,  which  is  the  scene  of  open- 
hearted  hospitality.  A source  of  consolation  and 
opportunity  for  doing  good  is  found  in  her  asso- 
ciation with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  politics  she  is  always  a Republican. 


T OHN  McCLEAN,  who  has  been  one  of  the 
J foremost  citizens  of  Oklahoma  City  since 
locating  here  in  1892,  is  extensively  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building,  and  has  built  mam 
brick  buildings,  having  had  some  of  the  largest 
contracts  in  the  place. 

Mr.  McClean  was  born  near  Monaghan, 
County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  April  6,  1845,  his  an- 
cestors, who  were  natives  of  Scotland,  settling 
there  at  the  time  of  the  persecution  of  Protes- 
tants. He  is  a son  of  John  and  Ann  (Boyd)  Mc- 
Clean, and  a grandson  of  John  McClean,  who  en- 
gaged in  fanning  in  Ireland.  His  father  was  born 
near  Monaghan,  Ireland,  where-  he  followed  farm- 
ing- and  died  in  1898,  aged  ninety-seven  years; 
the  mother,  who  was  born  in  the  same  vicinitv, 
was  a daughter  of  William  Boyd,  also  a farmer. 
She  died  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her  age. 
In  her  family  there  were  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  now  living,  and  six  of  these  are  in 
America. 

John  McClean  was  reared  on  a farm  and  at- 
tended the  national  schools  until  he  was  eight- 
een years  of  age,  when  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a stonemason,  bricklayer  and  stone- 
cutter, serving  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years, 
and  thoroughly  mastering  cverv  department  of 
the  work.  Later  he  was  employed  as  a journey- 
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man  for  six  months.  In  1869  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, settling-  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  working  at 
his  trade  until  December  of  that  year,  when  he 
went  to  Fremont,  Dodge  county,  Neb.,  and 
continued  in  the  same  line  of  work.  He  also 
took  up  a claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  unimproved  land  in  Saunders  county.  Later 
he  engaged  at  contracting  and  building,  both  at 
Fremont  and  in  Saunders  county,  continuing 
until  the  fall  of  1892,  when  he  removed  to 
Oklahoma  City.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in 
contracting  here  and  has  met  with  success. 
Among  other  contracts,  he  built  the  High 
School  building  (also  helped  to  build  two 
others),  the  Dunn,  Bennett,  Reed,  and  Reding 
buildings,  Oklahoma  Ice  and  Cold  Storage 
Plant,  Williamson-Halsell  wholesale  building, 
and  the  Wyatt  building.  In  1S97  he  erected  a 
substantial  residence  on  West  Reno  street,  out- 
side the  city,  and  here  his  family  make  then- 
home. 

In  Fremont,  Neb.,  Mr.  McClean  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Maggie  Lee,  who  was  born 
in  Monaghan,  Ireland,  and  was  seven  weeks  of 
age  when  she  was  brought  to  this  country  with 
her  parents.  She  died  in  California,  leaving  five 
children:  William,  who  publishes  a paper  at 
Wahoo,  Neb.;  Mrs.  Eva  Wilson,  of  Oklahoma 
City;  Lizzie,  who  lives  at  home;  Mamie,  and 
Esther.  Mr.  McClean  was  a second  time  mar- 
ried in  Oklahoma  City,  his  wife  being  Nellie 
Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  Gadoming,  England. 
They  are  parents  of  two  children,  Ida  and  Allen 
Francis.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  supports 
the  Republican  party. 


DOBSON  PEARSON,  whose  home  is  lo- 
cated on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
17,  township  17,  range  1 west,  Logan 
county,  was  born  in  Wright  county.  Mo.,  June 
20,  1849,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Lctha  (Bur- 
row) Pearson. 

He  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  farm,  with 
few  opportunities  of  acquiring  an  education. 
This  was  partly  due  to  the  unsettled  condition 
of  the  country  incident  to  the  war.  When  but 
three  years  of  age  his  life  was  saddened  by  the 
loss  of  hi*  father.  The  situation,  however,  was 
not  so  distressing  as  in  many  cases,  because  he 
went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Dobson  Burrow, 
who  gave  himself  and  mother  a good  home,  and 
whose  generosity  and  kindness  and  thoughtful 
care  of  him  has  ever  been  a source  of  grateful 
remembrance.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
circumstances  shaped  themselves  so  that  he 
coidd  go  to  school,  and  he  conscientiously 
availed  himself  of  the  chance  for  three  years, 
placing  himself  in  a position  to  appreciate  the 


pleasures  of  reading,  in  which  he  has  since 
largely  indulged.  For  his  schooling  he  spent 
three  hundred  dollars  left  him  bv  his  father, 
and  he  soon  after  engaged  in  agriculture  on  his 
quarter-section  of  fine  land,  also  bequeathed 
him  by  his  father.  In  this  he  was  unusually  suc- 
cessful, and  became  prominent  in  the  commu- 
nity as  an  agriculturist  of  advanced  means  and 
ideas. 

Mr.  Pearson  was  married  in  1872  to  Martha 
Winn,  a native  of  Tennessee,  who  died  in  1878. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Pearson  was  married  the  sec- 
ond time,  in  1879,  to  Lizzie  McDaris,  of  Wright 
county,  where  she  was  educated  and  grew  to 
womanhood,  although  she  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see. There  are  five  children  of  this  marriage: 
Ora,  Letha,  Levi,  Sarah  and  Netty,  the  last 
born  in  Oklahoma. 

After  his  marriage,  Air.  Pearson  supplemented 
his  agricultural  pursuits  with  that  of  milling. 
His  mill  was  erected  in  Hartville,  Wright 
county,  and  was  equipped  with  all  modern  de- 
vices for  milling,  with  a capacity  of  a hundred 
barrels  a day.  The  business  was  discontinued 
in  1891,  but  during  the  years  of  its  activity  was 
a source  of  pride  to  the  community  and  of  finan- 
cial profit  to  the  owner. 


GM.  PARKER,  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
. zens  of  Oklahoma  City,  is  extensivelv  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building,  and 
has  been  located  here  since  November,  1S89.  He 
was  born  near  Flemingsburg,  Ky.,  Januarv  20, 
1856,  and  is  a son  of  j.  L.  and  Sarah  (Jones) 
Parker.  His  father  was  a native  of  Maryland, 
and  at  an  early  date  settled  in  Kentucky,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1880 
he  moved  to  Council  Grove.  Kans.,  but  spent 
his  last  days  in  Oklahoma  City,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  from  Kentucky.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  was  a daughter  of 
John  Jones,  a farmer  of  that  state,  where  she 
died.  Of  her  ten  children,  seven  are  now  living. 
Three  sisters  and  two  brothers  live  in  Okla- 
homa, and  one  brother  in  Arkansas.  John  M., 
who  served  from  Kentucky  in  the  Union  armv 
during  the  Civil  war,  died  in  Arkansas  Citv, 
Kans. 

Reared  on  a farm,  G.  AT.  Parker  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  He  continued 
on  a farm  until  1880.  when  he  moved  to  Coun- 
cil Grove,  Kans.,  and  there  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years  at  the  bricklayer’s  trade 
under  his  father-in-law,  C.  A.  Towlcr.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  apprenticeship  he  followed  his 
trade  and  became  foreman  of  the  business  of 
Air.  Towler,  serving  as  such  at  Council  Grove 
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until  November,  1889,  when  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa City.  Mr.  Towler  followed  him  to  this 
city  in  1890,  and  at  once  began  contracting  and 
building  and  brick-manufacturing.  Our  subject 
served  as  foreman  of  the  building  department  of 
the  business  and  superintended  the  construction 
of  the  Masonic  Temple,  State  National  Bank. 
Batchelder  Building,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Christian  Church,  and  many  other 
buildings.  In  1896  he  began  contracting  and 
building  on  his  own  account,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued, at  the  present  time  being  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Parker  & Shull,  who  built  the  court- 
house and  postoffice  building,  Barnes  & Volts 
building.  Finley  & Lee  building,  the  Lion  store, 
and  additions  to  the  McGlinchey  building.  In 
1890  he  built  a modern  residence  at  No.  427 
Pottawatomie  street. 

Mr.  Parker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nan- 
nie Towler,  a native  of  Kentucky.  Her  father, 
C.  A.  Towler,  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Coun- 
cil Grove,  Ivans.,  where  for  many  years  he  was 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building.  Subse- 
quent to  1890  he  was  a prominent  contractor 
and  builder  and  brick  manufacturer  of  Okla- 
homa Citv,  where  he  lived  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  are  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Fleta,  Estella,  Calla,  Fay  and 
Monroe.  He  was  made  a Mason  at  Flemings- 
burg.  Ivy.,  and  now  belongs  to  Oklahoma  City 
Lodge  No.  3 ; also  to  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  Religiously  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  serving  on  the  board  of  trustees.  In  politics 
he  is  a Republican. 


WILLIAM  REID  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  Mustang  township,  Ca- 
nadian county,  Okla.,  where  he  has  been 
located  since  the  opening.  He  was  born  in  Illi- 
nois. and  is  a son  of  Dewitt  C.  and  Mary  J. 
(Crawford)  Reid.  His  grandfather  Reid  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  and  was  captain  of  a steam- 
boat on  the  Illinois  river.  Dewitt  C.  Reid 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  was  a farmer  in  Illinois, 
and  is  now  deceased.  His  wife  is  a native  of 
that  state,  and  now  lives  in  Mercdosia,  111. 

William  Reid  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  went  to  Meredosia, 
111.,  where  he  worked  at  odd  jobs.  It  was  there 
that  he  married  Sarah  E.  Mastcrson,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio,  as  were  her  parents.  lie  lived  in 
Meredosia  for  six  years,  after  which  he  moved 
to  Missouri  and  there  farmed  for  three  and 
one-half  years.  Then  engaging  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Kansas  until  the  opening  of  Okla- 
homa, in  the  fall  of  1889  he  located  there.  He 
traded  his  team  for  the  claim  on  which  he  now 
resides,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  general 


farming  and  stock-raising.  He  has  raised  main 
hogs  each  year  in  the  past,  but  now  devotes  his 
attention  to  other  lines.  Having  made  great 
improvements  on  his  property,  lie  is  meeting 
with  better  success  than  at  any  place  lie  has 
ever  been  located,  and  regards  Oklahoma  as  the 
finest  farming  country  he  has  ever  seen.  He 
has  a good  orchard  of  large  variety,  but  makes 
a specialty  of  apples. 

Mr.  Reid  and  his  faithful  wife  are  parents  of 
four  children:  Maurice  C.,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  San  Francisco;  Wilbert;  George,  who 
is  married  and  is  farming  in  this  vicinity:  and 
Leonard,  who  lives  at  home.  Religiously  thev 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a 
Populist  in  his  political  views. 


FRANK  J.  ROBINSON,  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  Logan  county,  Okla.,  owns  the 
northwestern  quarter  of  section  6,  township 
*5>  range  3 west,  and  his  postoffice  is  Navina. 
Born  in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  April  27,  1859,  lie 
is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Laura  (Brown)  Robin- 
son. He  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  his 
father  moved  with  the  family  to  Bureau  countv, 
Ilk,  where  they  lived  about  two  years.  He  then 
went  to  Henry  county,  same  state,  where  he 
purchased  a farm  and  lived  until  our  subject 
was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Jefferson  county,  Neb.  Though  he  purchased 
a farm  there,  he  soon  moved  to  Leavenworth 
county,  Ivans.,  where  he  lived  for  a few  years, 
and  then  moved  to  the  Otoe  Reservation.  Liv- 
ing there  until  he  came  to  Oklahoma,  he  then 
located  on  a farm  in  Seward  township,  Logan 
county.  His  wife  is  now  deceased. 

Frank  J.  Robinson  received  a fair  common- 
school  education  and  lived  with  his  father  until 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  after  which  lie  worked 
out  by  the  month  for  a time.  He  then  rented 
his  father’s  farm  and  was  married  in  1882  in 
Leavenworth,  Kans.  In  1890  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa, with  about  $325  in  monev  and  a little 
stock,  built  a house,  16x28  feet  in  dimensions, 
upon  his  present  property,  and  for  the  first  few 
years  had  to  work  very  hard  to  make  both  ends 
meet.  He  has  been  successful  and  has  a well- 
improved  farm,  with  an  excellent  orchard  of 
several  hundred  trees,  tor  the  past  ten  seasons 
he  has  operated  a threshing  machine. 

April  25,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Leavenworth,  lxans.,  with  Naomi  Carr,  who  was 
born  near  Whitehall,  111.  She  is  a daughter  of 
William  and  Jane  (Godwin)  Carr,  and  is  pos- 
sessed of  a good  education.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  but  went  to  Illinois,  where 
he  was  married,  his  wife  being  a native  of  that 
state.  He  went  to  Lawrence,  Ivans.,  w hen  Mrs. 
Robinson  was  but  eleven  months  old,  and  lo- 


■ 


■ 

■ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


45 ' 


cated  on  the  home  farm  when  she  was  about  one 
and  a half  years  old.  Five  children  bless  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  wife:  Leila,  Charles, 
Frank  and  Thomas  Floyd,  born  in  Kansas;  and 
Luther  Orlando,  born  in  Oklahoma.  Politically, 
our  subject  is  a strong  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  of  Guthrie. 
He  is  a man  of  pleasing  personality  and  is  very 
popular  in  his  community. 


ILLIAM  R.  MEEK.  The  early  ances- 
tors of  William  R.  Meek  figured  conspic- 
uously in  various  lines  of  occupation, 
and  fought  bravely  on  the  battlefield  whenever 
duty  called.  The  paternal  great-grandfather, 
Amacy  Spencer  by  name,  was  a hero  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  and  served  seven  years  under 
Washington.  He  was  several  times  wounded 
and  once,  during  the  progress  of  a battle,  had 
his  neck  grazed  by  a ball. 

The  parents  of  William  R.  Meek,  Nathan  and 
Amanda  Ann  (McCammon)  Meek,  were  mar- 
ried in  Indiana,  and  their  family  consisted  of 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  died  in  infancy 
and  three  after  reaching  maturity.  Thus,  Wil- 
liam R.  is  the  sole  remaining  child.  His  child- 
hood days  were  spent  in  a manner  akin  to  that 
of  other  farmers’  sons,  and  he  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  township.  In  1867 
he  moved  to  Nemaha  county,  Kans.,  where  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  a year,  after 
which  he  went  to  Washington  county,  Kans.. 
and  remained  there  two  years.  From  1S70  until 
1892  he  lived  in  Sumner  county,  Kans.,  and 
after  he  had  located  upon  his  farm  there,  his 
parents  came  to  live  with  him,  residing  there 
from  1S72  until  their  deaths. 

Mr.  Meek  was  married,  in  1859  to  Rachel 
Johns,  and  of  their  five  children,  three  onlv  are 
living:  Nathan  is  married,  has  two  children, 
and  lives  in  Sumner  countv,  Kans.:  James,  also 
married,  lives  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  gnd  has 
two  children;  William  Y.  is  married,  has  one 
child,  and  also  lives  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Meek  died  in  Sumner  countv,  Kans.,  in 
1889.  In  1892  Mr.  Meek  married  Miss  Eva 
Sturgis,  and  of  this  union  there  is  one  child, 
John  Meek. 

In  1892  Mr.  Meek  came  to  Oklahoma  and 
purchased  property  which  lie  hastened  to  im- 
prove. and,  in  connection  with  the  management 
of  which,  he  opened  a mercantile  establishment 
in  Crescent  City,  which  is  being  successfully 
conducted.  He  is  still  t lie  possessor  of  his  orig- 
inal farm  in  Sumner  county,  Ivans.,  to  which  lie 
also  added  forty  acres  before  leaving  that  state. 
In  political  affiliations  Mr.  Meek  is  a Democrat, 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Stephen 


A.  Douglas.  He  also  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  belonging  to  lodge  No.  11,  Cres- 
cent City.  He  is  an  enterprising  citizen  and  his 
agricultural  anil  mercantile  pursuits  have  been 
attended  with  gratifying  results. 

William  R.  Meek  enlisted  in  July,  1862,  in 
Company  B,  Eighty-second  Regiment,  Indiana 
Volunteers,  was  sent  to  Kentucky,  and  was  ac 
the  battle  of  Perryville.  Then  he  went  to  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  campaigned  under  Genera: 
Thomas;  he  participated  in  some  skirmishes, 
and  later  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cliicka- 
mauga,  Ga.,  in  the  left  shoulder,  and  was  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Having  been 
honorably  discharged  there,  June  30,  1865,  he  re- 
turned home,  and,  when  recuperated,  resumed 
farming. 


EE.  KIRKPATRICK,  D.  D.  S.,  who  enjoys 
, a large  practice  in  the  dental  profession 
in  Oklahoma  City,  is  also  president  of  the 
Oklahoma  Dental  Association  and  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  of  Oklahoma 
Dr.  Kirkpatrick  was  born  in  McDonough 
county.  111.,  April  11,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  J.  E. 
and  Elizabeth  (Gibonv)  Kirkpatrick.  His  grand- 
father, Joseph  A.  Kirkpatrick,  wras  of  Scotch  de- 
scent and  came  of  an  old  Virginia  family.  He 
was  born  in  that  state  and  was  an  early  settler 
in  Brown  county,  Ohio.  J.  E.  .Kirkpatrick  was 
born  in  Brown  county,  Ohio,  and  became  a pio- 
neer farmer  of  McDonough  county,  111.  He 
served  in  an  Illinois  regiment  during  the  Civil 
war.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Holton,  Ivans., 
where  he  now  lives  in  retirement,  after  having 
spent  many  years  actively  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  married  Elizabeth  Gibonv, 
who  was  born  in  Brown  county,  Ohio.  Her 
father,  John  Gibonv,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  came 
from  a well-known  Pennsylvania  family  and  was 
a pioneer  farmer  of  Brown  county.  The  eight 
children  of  this  union  now  reside  in  Kansas, 
with  the  exception  of  our  subject  and  his 
brother,  A.  J.,  who  is  a pharmacist  in  Oklahoma 
City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick  are  both  of 
the  Presbyterian  faith.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

E.'E.  Kirkpatrick  was  reared  in  McDonough 
county,  111.,  until  he  reached  the  tenth  year  of 
his  age,  when  he  went  to  Kansas  with  his  par- 
ents. He  received  a good  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  in  Campbell  University,  of  Hol- 
ton, Kans.,  and  in  1889  entered  upon  the  studv 
of  dentistry  under  Dr.  A.  V . Doves  of  Holton. 
In  1890  he  entered  the  Kansas  Citv  Dental  Col- 
lege, and  after  attending  one  year  engaged  in 
practice  at  St.  Mary's.  Kans.,  where  he  remained, 
until  the  fall  of  1892.  lie  then  entered  the  Chi- 
cago College  of  Dental  Surgery  and  was  gradu- 
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ated  March  28,  1893,  with  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S. 
On  May  1st  of  that  year  lie  located  in  practice 
at  Oklahoma  City,  where  he  has  since  continued, 
his  office  being  located  on  Main  and  Robinson 
streets.  August  21,  1897,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  governor  as  a member  and  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Dental  Examiners  of  Oklahoma,  his 
headquarters  as  secretary  being  at  his  office. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Oklahoma  Dental  Asso- 
ciation, and  was  elected  president  of  that  body 
in  1897,  secretary  in  1898,  president  in  1899  and 
again  in  1900,  being  the  present  incumbent  of 
that  office.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  National 
'Association  of  Dental  Examiners. 

Fraternally  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  is  a member  of 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  religious  attachment  he 
is  a strict  adherent  to  the  Presbyterian  faith.  He 
is  a Republican  in  politics.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Commercial  Club. 


LA  FAYETTE  PERCIFIELD,  who  first 
came  to  Oklahoma  before  it  was  opened  to 
settlement,  is  a large  contractor  and  builder 
in  Oklahoma  City,  where  he  has  erected  many 
fine  residences.  He  was  born  in  Nashville, 
Brown  county,  Ind.,  and  is  a son  of  George 
Percifield,  a grandson  of  Gilbert,  and  a great- 
grandson  of  Samuel  Percifield,  who  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

Samuel  Percifield’s  parents  came  from  North 
Carolina,  and  were  of  English  extraction.  He 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  where  he  was  a planter. 
Gilbert  Percifield  was  born  in  Granger  county. 
Tenn.,  where  he  was  a planter,  but  later  settled 
near  Nashville,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  farming 
until  his  death.  George  Percifield,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Granger  county, 
Tenn.,  and  after  moving  to  Indiana  with  his 
parents,  followed  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1897.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Clopton,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  they  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  now  living.  Mr. 
Percifield  had  two  brothers  who  served  with 
honor  in  the  Eighty-second  Indiana  Infantry 
during  the  Civil  war.  He  died  December  12, 
1897,  at  Nashville,  Ind. 

La  Fayette  Percifield,  the  oldest  child  of  his 
parents,  was  born  January  24,  1848,  and  was 
reared  on  a farm  until  seventeen  wars  old,  re- 
ceiving the  advantages  of  a public-school  edu- 
cation. 1 le  took  to  the  carpenter's  trade  natu- 
rally, beginning  at  seventeen,  and  followed  that 
trade  and  then  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing at  Nashville,  Ind.,  until  he  moved  west  in 
1886.  In  that  year  he  went  to  the  Darlington 
Indian  Agency  in  ( )klahoma,  as  1 government 
carpenter,  and  had  charge  of  all  the  work  there 


for  three  years.  April  22,  1889,  he  located  a 
claim  on  Deer  creek,  in  the  township  of  Deer 
Creek,  Oklahoma  county,  but  his  claim  was  con- 
tested, and  in  the  end  he  compromised,  entail 
ing  a large  loss.  From  1892  until  1896  he  en- 
gaged in  contracting  at  Edmond,  Okla.,  building 
some  of  the  finest  residences  and  stores  and  also 
the  public  school  at  that  place.  He  next  went 
to  Shawnee  and  successfully  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  1899,  erecting  a hue 
home  there,  which  he  still  owns.  In  the  spring 
of  1899  lie  came  to  Oklahoma  City,  where  as  a 
contractor  and  builder  he  enjoys  the  patronage 
of  the  leading  citizens.  He  erected  the  hand- 
some residences  of  Judge  Keaton,  Mr.  Alien, 
Mr.  Harnes,  D.  C.  Lewis  and  many  others.  His 
business  has  been  constantly  on  the  increase,  and 
during  the  busy  season  he  employs  from  twenty- 
five  to  forty  men.  In  1899  he  built  the  residence 
011  East  Seventh  street  where  he  resides  with  his 
family. 

While  a resident  of  Indiana,  he  married  Su- 
sanna Rodgers,  who  was  born  near  Nashville, 
Ind.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as 
follows:  James,  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  a 
successful  contractor  and  builder  of  Edmond. 
Okla.;  Belle,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Tibbetts,  of  Rich- 
land, Ivans.;  Mrs.  Sadie  Hunley,  of  Edmond, 
Okla.;  Mrs.  Nellie  Davis,  of  Wichita,  Ivans.; 
Alva,  a tinsmith  of  Oklahoma  City;  Cleo,  Weed 
and  Ada,  the  last-named  of  whom  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years.  Fraternally  our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Tribe  of  Joseph.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  independent  and  in  religious  affiliation 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 


• JAMES  H.  SCOTT,  a veteran  both  of  the 
Mexican  and  Civil  wars,  and  an  honored 
citizen  of  Canadian  county,  whose  home  is 
on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  23,  township 
14,  range  7 west,  seven  miles  from  Okarche,  was 
born  in  Switzerland  county,  Ind.,  March  16. 
1825.  On  the  paternal  side,  he  is  of  Scotch 
descent,  his  great-grandfather  being  a native  of 
Scotland  and  a relative  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  the 
poet.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
America  and  an  early  settler  of  Georgia.  In  his 
family  were  six  sons,  five  of  whom  perished  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  while  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  too  young  to  enter  the  service. 
James  Harris  Scott,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Georgia,  and  from  that  state  removed 
with  his  parents  to  South  Carolina,  and  later  to 
North  Carolina,  where  he  followed  the  stone  cut- 
ter’s trade,  which  he  had  learned  with  his  father. 
Subsequently  moving  to  Ohio,  he  there  met  and 
married  Mary  Cullom,  who  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  and  had  gone  to  Ohio  with  her  parents. 
After  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Switzerland 
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county,  Inch,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  throughout  life,  and  where  the  father 
owned  and  operated  a good  farm. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm 
and  received  a fair  common-school  education. 
When  almost  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  the  fall 
of  1845,  he  commenced  learning  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  it  being  agreed  that  he  was  to  receive  dur- 
ing his  apprenticeship  $3  per  month  the  first 
year;  $4  the  second;  and  85  the  third.  However, 
in  1846  he  concluded  to  enter  the  army,  the 
Mexican  war  being  then  in  progress,  and  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Third  Indiana  \ olunteer 
Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  General  Taylor's 
command.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Buena  Vista,  and  was  in  the  service  one  year. 
Meantime  a cold  that  he  contracted  terminated  in 
a gathering  in  his  neck,  from  which  he  has  never 
fully  recovered.  His  regiment  was  commanded 
by  Col.  “Jim’’  Lane.  He  witnessed  the  recon- 
ciliation between  Jefferson  Davis  and  General 
Taylor  after  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  the  for- 
mer having  previously  eloped  with  the  general's 
daughter  and  the  two  men  being  at  enmity  up 
to  this  time.  At  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  Mr. 
Scott’s  regiment  was  formed  in  a hollow  square 
to  receive  the  charge  of  four  thousand  men,  and 
repulsed  them,  losing  but  few  men.  The  charge 
was  made  in  double  columns  at  half  distance. 

Soon  after  his  return  home  Mr.  Scott  was 
married  May  10,  1848,  to  Miss  Eliza  A.  I lad- 
lock,  who  was  also  born  in  Switzerland  county, 
Ind.,  February  18,  1828.  a daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Ellen  (Haycocks)  Hadlock.  By  this  union 
were  born  ten  children.  Clarence,  the  eldest, 
who  enlisted  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  in  the 
Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  was  in  the  hospital  at 
Vicksburg  from  February,  1864,  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  and  died  soon  after  his  return  home. 
Mrs.  Martha  Bernacasel  lives  near  Shawnee, 
Okla.,  and  has  four  children.  Alva  is  married, 
has  two  children  and  lives  near  his  father.  Mrs. 
Mary  Wilson  is  a resident  of  El  Reno,  Okla., 
and  has  four  children.  Mrs.  Ida  Patton  is  a resi- 
dent of  Kansas  City.  Mrs.  Alice  Collins  makes 
her  home  near  our  subject  and  has  two  children. 
Charles  is  at  home  with  his  father. 

Mr. Scott  followed  farming  in  his  native  county 
until  the  fall  of  1850,  when  he  removed  to  Wa- 
pello county,  Iowa,  where  he  placed  his  land 
warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Hav- 
ing no  means  to  build  a house,  he  lived  near  by 
until  1853,  when  he  traded  the  place  for  a farm 
in  Pike  county,  Ind.,  and  returned  to  that  state. 
Having  finished  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
he  formed  a partnership  with  Herbert  Dixson 
and  opened  a shop  in  Dubois  countv,  Ind..  in 
1856,  but  later  returned  to  Pike  county.  At  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  war.  in  i86r.  he  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteer 


Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Twelfth  Di- 
vision, Thirteenth  Army  Corps.  When  the  com- 
pany was  organized  Air.  Scott  was  made  first 
duty  sergeant.  He  participated  in  several  skir- 
mishes and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  in  1862 
went  up  White  river.  While  there  he,  with 
others,  was  detailed  one  morning  at  three 
o’cloek  to  go  out  and  meet  four  hundred  of  the 
Texas  cavalry.  A lively  skirmish  ensued,  during 
which  he  saw  a Texan  aiming  at  him,  but  he 
dropped  on  one  knee  to  get  a better  view,  and 
while  in  that  position  a Mr.  Harris  was  shot 
through  the  neck  and  fell  over  him,  covering 
him  with  blood.  He  was  discharged  from  the 
service  in  March,  1864,  and  returned  to  his  home 
in  Pike  county,  Ind.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  until  his  removal  to  DeKalb  county,  Mo., 
in  1871.  In  1883  he  went  to  Ottawa  county, 
Ivans.,  and  lived  there  until  1S90,  when  he  came 
to  Canadian  county,  Okla.,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  making  his  home 
here  ever  since. 

Mr.  Scott  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Zachary  Taylor  in  184S,  and  afterward  contin- 
ued to  support  the  Democratic  party  until  i860, 
when  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has 
since  supported  the  Republican  party.  In  early 
life  he  was  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church,  but  since  coming  to  Oklahoma 
has  united  with  the  United  Brethern  denomina- 
tion and  helped  to  build  Liberty  Church.  The 
territory  has  no  more  patriotic  or  loyal  citizen 
than  Mr.  Scott,  and  he  is  deserving  of  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 


CHARLES  SEELY,  who,  with  his  brother 
Frank,  ranks  among  the  most  extensive 
agriculturists  and  largest  land  owners  in 
Logan  county,  is  located  on  the  southeast  quar- 
ter of  section  28,  township  13,  range  3 west,  and 
also  has  a claim  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 32,  township  15,  range  3 west.  He  was  born 
in  Andrew  county,  Mo.,  Februarv  7,  1868,  and 
is  a son  of  S.  E.  and  Mary  I.  (Brown!  Seely. 

Charles  Seely  spent  his  youth  and  early  man- 
hood in  Andrew  county.  Mo.  Though  he  was 
born  on  a farm  and  subsequently  was  more  or 
less ‘associated  with  farm  life,  he  had  all  of  the 
advantages  of  the  towns,  educationally  and 
otherwise.  During  eight  years  of  his  boyhood, 
his  father,  S.  E.  Seely,  was  clerk  of  the  court', 
and  at  all  times  during  his  practice  at  the  bar 
was  a man  of  prominence  and  influence  in  the 
community.  Charles  Seely  graduated  from  the 
high  school  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and 
subsequently  took  a business  course  in  Ritner’s 
Commercial  College,  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  In  a 
short  time  he  was  appointed  deputy  collector  of 
Andrew  county,  which  position  he  filled  for  three 
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years.  In  1889  lie  came  to  Oklahoma  and  set- 
tled on  the  claim  which  is  now  his  home. 

October  8,  1893,  in  Newton,  Kans.,  Mr.  Seely 
married  Miss  Isabel  Dayton,  of  Chicago,  111., 
and  a native  of  Columbus.  Ohio. 

After  acquiring  the  deed  to  his  land  Mr.  Seely 
went  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  became 
the  cashier  in  the  freight  department  of  the  joint 
station  of  four  different  railroads,  and  was  also 
auditor  of  the  terminals  at  the  same  time.  Later 
lie  settled  on  his  farm  with  his  brother  Frank, 
and  has  since  carried  on  an  extensive  farm  and 
stock  business.  Politically  he  is  a member  of 
the  Republican  party  and  cast  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  in  1892  for  Benjamin  Harrison.  He 
has  taken  a very  active  part  in  local  politics. 


FRANK  SEELY,  agriculturist  and  partner  of 
Charles  Seely,  on  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  28,  township  15,  range  3 west,  Lo- 
gan county,  and  also  on  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  32,  township  15,  range  3 west,  was 
born  in  Andrew  county,  Mo.,  September  30, 
1869.  Pie  received  a high-school  education  in 
his  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  en- 
tered his  father’s  store  as  a clerk.  Later  he 
went  to  Bird  City,  Kans.,  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  1890,  when  he  came  to 
Oklahoma,  and  has  since  carried  on  agriculture. 

Mr.  Seely  is  a Republican,  but  has  never  had 
the  pleasure  of  voting  for  a president.  He  was 
elected  township  trustee,  and  as  such  assessed 
the  township  for  two  years.  He  has  taken  a 
commendable  interest  in  local  politics  and  is  well 
versed  in  the  affairs  of  his  county  and  territory. 


CHARLES  SHERER.  The  life  record  of 
Charles  Sherer,  of  Enid,  possesses  much 
of  interest,  and,  could  his  experiences  be 
detailed,  the  average  citizen  of  old  and  prosper- 
ous regions  of  the  Union  would  more  thor- 
oughly understand  what  it  means  to  be  a fron- 
tiersman and  patriot,  ever  ready  to  defend  the 
interests  of  his  country  and  to  protect  the  rights 
of  her  loyal  sons.  Almost  all  of  his  mature 
years  have  been  directly  devoted  to  his  countrv, 
and  upon  scores  of  battle-fields  of  the  south  and 
of  the  west,  and  by  the  endurance  of  untold  pri- 
vations and  wounds  he  has  won  a prominent 
place  in  the  national  roll  of  honor. 

At  an  early  age  Mr.  Sherer  was  orphaned  and 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  a significant 
beginning  to  a career  filled  with  hardships  that 
few  experience.  Possessing  the  self-reliance  and 
resolution  for  which  his  German  ancestors  were 
noted,  he  proved  equal  to  ever v contingency, 
and,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  has  forged  his  way 
to  a position  of  influence  and  respect.  II  is 


father,  George  Sherer,  was  born  in  Germane, 
and,  upon  coming  to  America,  settled  near  Mill- 
ville, Butler  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  market  gardening  and  general  farming. 
In  1856  he  removed  to  Shelby  county,  111,  and 
rhere  carried  on  a homestead  for  six  years,  when 
he  was  killed  by  lightning.  His  wife,  formerly 
Mary  Straub,  and  also  a native  of  Germany,  died 
soon  after  their  arrival  in  Illinois.  Of  their  five 
children  one  is  deceased.  Henry,  one  of  the  font- 
sons,  was  a soldier  in  the  Ninety-third  Ohio 
Regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and  now  resides 
in  Illinois. 

Born  September  19,  1847,  and  reared  upon 
farms,  the  first  great  event  in  the  life  of  Charles 
Sherer,  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  was  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  and,  like  his  elder 
brother,  he  was  an  ardent  patriot,  determined  to 
enter  the  fray  as'  soon  as  he  could  do  so.  In  the 
fall  of  1861  he  returned  to  Ohio  in  order  to  find 
a place  in  the  ranks,  and  on  the  16th  of  Septem- 
'ber — three  days  before  his  fourteenth  anniver- 
sary—his  name  was  enrolled  in  Company  G, 
Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  his  commander  being 
Colonel,  later  General,  Vandeveer,  and  his  regi- 
ment being  under  the  orders  of  General  Boyn- 
ton. Briefly  passing  over  his  long  army  ser- 
vice, the  mention  of  the  numerous  important 
battles  in  which  he  was  engaged  will  convey  an 
idea  of  his  arduous  campaigning.  Though  such 
a lad  he  bravely  stood  at  the  post  of  duty  and 
won  the  commendation  of  his  appreciative  supe- 
rior officers.  He  fought  in  the  battles  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Shiloh,  Pittsburg 
Landing,  Corinth,  Athens,  Stone  River.  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Buzzard’s  Roost,  Atlanta,  Resaca, 
Dallas,  Mill  Springs,  Somerset,  Fort  Donelson, 
Iuka,  Nashville,  Spring  Hill,  Franklin,  Perry- 
ville  and  Jonesboro.  Though  never  seriously 
wounded  he  sustained  several  painful  flesh 
wounds,  and  had  many  narrow  escapes.  Once, 
while  engaged  in  making  a reconnaissance  at 
Tuscola,  he  and  some  of  his  comrades  were  cap- 
tured at  breakfast  by  a party  of  John  Morgan’s 
men,  and,  with  rare  presence  of  mind,  repre- 
sented themselves  to  be  deserters  from  the 
Union  army.  Charles  Sherer,  who  was  excep- 
tionally keen,  and  popular  with  his  associates 
wherever  he  went,  soon  made  himself  so  well 
liked  by,  and  useful  to  his  captors,  that  he  was 
given  more  liberty  than  was  expedient,  from 
their  point  of  view,  and  one  day  he  selected  a 
fine  horse  and  made  a dash  for  the  Union  lines, 
which  he  succeeded  in  reaching  uninjured.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  three  years’  service  he  was 
mustered  out  in  Tennessee,  October  16,  1864. 
then  being  only  seventeen  years  old. 

For  the  next  six  years  our  subject  carried  on 
a farm  in  Shelby  county,  111.,  and  in  September, 
1870,  entered  the  government  employ  in  the 
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west.  Here  he  devoted  nearly  two  decades  of 
his  life  to  the  great  work  of  preparing  the  west 
and  southwest  for  coming  civilization,  acting  as 
a scout  and  deputy  United  States  marshal  for 
many  years,  and  frequently  participating  in 
fights  and  skirmishes  with  the  Indians.  He  be- 
came thoroughly  familiar  with  many  sections, 
and  acted  as  a guide  to  Colonel  Weigel  and 
J.  W.  Scothorn  when  they  were  occupied  in  lay- 
ing out  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  country. 
April  22,  1889,  he  located  a claim  in  Canadian 
county,  Okla.,  but  lost  the  property,  another 
claimant  being  the  fortunate  possessor.  After 
living  in  F.1  Reno  for  a period,  Mr.  Sherer  went 
to  Darlington,  where  he  carried  on  a livery  busi- 
ness, finally  selling  out  at  good  advantage. 
Since  September  16,  1893,  he  has  lived  in  Enid, 
where  he  was  the  seventh  arrival,  and  during 
these  seven  years  he  has  owned  and  managed  a 
livery,  also  dealing  extensively  in  live  stock  and 
horses,  keeping  some  fine  animals  of  high 
breeds. 

This  pioneer  liveryman, for  as  such  Mr.  Sherer 
is  known  in  Enid,  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Garfield  County  Fair  Association.  He  is  a 
member  of  McDonald  Post,  C.  A.  R.,  and  is 
popular  among  the  veterans  of  the  great  war. 
In  his  political  standing  he  is  an  uncompromis- 
ing Republican. 

In  Pond  Creek,  Okla.,  in  1S96,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Sherer  and  Miss  Maggie  How- 
enstine.  She  is  a native  of  Ohio,  and  by  her 
marriage  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Margaret 
Pearl.  She  holds  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 


T AMES  W.  MANEY.  A record  of  the  life  of 
J Mr.  Maney  is,  to  a large  degree,  a history  of 
the  building  of  the  railroads  of  the  south- 
west. It  is  probable  that  he  is  the  largest  rail- 
road contractor  in  Oklahoma,  and  certainly  no 
one  similarly  engaged  has  had  a more  successful 
career  than  he,  for  his  work  has  been  uniformly 
satisfactory  and  his  contracts  conscientiously 
tilled.  Since  1889  he  has  made  his  home  and 
headquarters  in  El  Reno,  although  necessarily 
the  demands  of  his  business  require  his  almost 
constant  presence  elsewhere.  In  1899  he  erected 
the  residence  he  now  occupies,  and  in  addition  to 
this  property  he  owns  twelve  houses  in  El  Reno; 
also  a farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  five 
miles  south  of  town,  on  Four-Mile  Creek.  In 
the  organization  of  the  Canadian  County  Bank 
he  was  interested.  He  was  elected  a member  of 
the  first  board  of  directors,  also  served  as  vice- 
president  of  the  institution  until  he  disposed  of 
his  stock  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Maney  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Janu- 
;u’>  3,  1862,  a son  of  Michael  and  Johanna  (liart- 
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nett)  Maney,  natives  of  County  Kerry,  Ireland, 
and  now  residents  of  El  Reno.  His  father  was 
for  a time  employed  in  a foundry  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  but  in  1865  settled  on  a farm  near  Osceola, 
Iowa,  and  later  made  his  home  in  Omaha,  Neb., 
thence  coming  to  El  Reno  in  1S92.  He  still 
owns  property  in  Iowa.  Of  his  four  living  chil- 
dren, Michael  is  a Roman  Catholic  priest  in 
Atchison,  Kans.  Anna,  wife  of  John  C.  Fogerty, 
resides  in  Odebolt.  Iowa.  John  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Weatherford  Milling  Company 
in  Oklahoma.  James  \V.,  who  was  the  second 
of  the  sons,  received  his  primary  education  in  a 
district  school,  and  later  spent  five  months  in  a 
select  school  at  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  paying  his  tui- 
tion in  the  school  by  working  on  a farm. 

The  age  of  seventeen  marked  the  beginning  of 
Mr.  Maney’s  connection  with  railroading.  He 
then  became  an  employe  in  the  civil  engineering 
department  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  at 
Laramie,  Wyo.,  and  assisted  in  making  a survey 
from  Laramie  southwest  into  North  and  Middle 
Park  in  Colorado.  He  continued  surveying  over 
the  range  to  Egeria,  Park  (now  Routt)  county, 
and  then  worked  past  Steamboat  Springs  to  Bear 
river,  spending  two  years  in  the  work.  Before 
the  expiration  of  the  two  years  he  was  surveyor 
in  charge  of  a division.  His  next  work  was  in 
Kansas  with  the  Union  Pacific  road,  after  which 
he  was  employed  for  a year  in  the  construction 
of  the  Oregon  short  line,  making  his  headquar- 
ters at  Bellevue,  Idaho.  The  next  four  months 
were  spent  on  the  Union  Pacific  in  Nebraska, 
in  charge  of  construction  between  Lincoln  and 
Omaha,  and  west  of  Lincoln. 

In  June,  1884,  Mr.  Maney  began  railroad  con- 
tracting, his  first  work  being  under  Mallory  <Sc 
Cushing,  of  Omaha.  He  built  three  miles  on  the 
Burlington  & Missouri  road,  between  Aurora 
and  Grand  Island,  Neb.  His  next  contracts  were 
for  street  work  in  Omaha,  after  which  he  filled  a 
contract  on  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  8:  Missouri 
Valley  Railroad.  All  of  these  contracts  were 
filled  in  1884.  The  following  year  he  built  eight 
miles  into  the  Black  Hills  for  the  Fremont,  Elk- 
horn  & Missouri  Valley  road.  During  the  winter 
of  1885-86  he  engaged  in  freighting  in  the  Black 
Hills  with  his  outfit,  after  which  he  contracted 
for  building  a part  of  the  railroad  west  from 
Chadron.  Neb.,  through  Wyoming  as  far  as  Cas- 
per. In  July.  1S86,  he  took  a contract  for  three 
miles  on  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul  & Milwaukee  road 
from  Bristol.  S.  D.  In  January,  1887.  he  had  a 
contract  on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  near  White 
City,  Kans.,  after  which  he  built  a part  of  the 
Fremont,  Elkhorn  & Missouri  Valley  Railroad 
east  of  Fremont  to  Omaha.  Next  he  constructed 
three  miles  of  (he  Illinois  Central  road  between 
Manchester  and  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  During 
the  fall  of  1887  he  engaged  in  street  contracting 


, 


458 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


in  Omaha.  The  spring  of  the  next  year  found 
him  contracting  in  Kansas,  where  lie  built  three 
miles  of  the  Colby  branch  of  the  Union  Pacific 
road.  In  the  fall  of  1S88  he  went  to  Arkansas, 
where  he  had  contracts  for  trestle  work  on  the 
Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  & Memphis  road,  and 
then  took  a contract  on  the  Mississippi  levee  at 
Rescue  Landing.  In  February,  1889,  he  con- 
tracted to  build  five  miles  on  the  Arkansas  Val- 
ley Railroad  from  Wagoner,  I.  T.,  running 
northeast.  In  August,  1889,  he  took  a contract 
on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  at  Pond  Creek, 
Okla.;  then  south  of  Kingfisher,  on  the  same 
road,  and  two  miles  at  Okarche.  In  January, 
1890,  he  began  work  on  the  Choctaw,  Oklahoma 
& Gulf  Railroad,  between  Junction  and  Fort 
Reno,  also  between  El  Reno  and  Yukon.  He 
did  the  first  grading  on  the  road  west  of  South 
McAllister.  In  1891  he  contracted  for  several 
miles  of  grading  between  Yukon  and  Oklahoma 
City,  v 

In  the  fall  of  1890  Mr.  Maney  was  elected 
surveyor  for  Canadian  county,  and  two  years 
later  he  was  re-elected,  holding  the  office  four 
years  in  all.  With  W.  F.  Callahan  as  partner,  in 
1892,  he  began  contracting  on  the  building  of 
the  Rock  Island  Railroad  south  from  Minco, 
I.  T.,  into  Texas.  In  1803  he  built  eleven  and 
one-half  miles  between  Pittsburg,  Ivans.,  and 
Joplin,  Mo.,  on  the  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  & 
Gulf  Railroad.  At  the  same  time  he  also  had  a 
contract  on  the  same  road  at  Siloarn  Springs. 
In  1894  he  built  ten  miles  on  the  Little  Rock, 
Plot  Springs  & Texas  road,  between  Hot  Springs 
and  Benton,  Ark.  With  T.  A.  Ware  as  partner, 
in  1895,  he  built  twenty-two  miles  of  the  Choc- 
taw, Oklahoma  & Gulf  Railroad,  between  Okla- 
homa City  and  South  [McAllister.  His  next  con- 
tract was  with  the  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  & Gulf 
Railroad,  which  occupied  his  time  from  June, 
1895,  until  the  spring  of  1896.  In  [May.  1896.  he 
took  a contract  on  the  Texas  Midland  road  for 
building  six  miles,  after  which  he  returned  to 
the  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  & Gulf  Railroad, 
completing  a contract  with  the  same  in  the  spring 
of  1897.  Later  he  contracted  north  of  Kansas 
City.  In  1898  he  had  a contract  for  ten  miles  on 
the  ’Frisco  near  Stroud.  While  working  on  this 
contract  he  formed  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Manev  & 
Co.,  his  partner  being  J.  A.  Ware.  In  the  fall  of 
1898  lie  took  a contract  for  forty-five  miles  west 
of  Fort  Reno  to  Weatherford,  on  the  Choctaw, 
Oklahoma  & Gulf  road,  and  in  this  contract  he 
did  all  the  grading,  bridging  and  track-laving 
between  the  two  towns.  In  the  spring  of  1809 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Ware  & Manev, 
at  which  time  they  built  fifteen  miles  on  the  Rock 
Island  road  from  Chickasha  to  Mountain  View. 
Going  next  to  Blue  Earth.  Minn.,  they  built 
thirty-two  miles  on  the  Iowa,  Minnesota  & 


Northern  Railroad,  and  forty-seven  miles  on  the 
Rock  Island  road  from  Gowrie  running  north- 
west to  Sibley,  Iowa.  In  the  fall  of  1899  they 
began  the  construction  of  fourteen  miles  between 
Guthrie  and  Pawnee,  on  the  Eastern  Oklahoma 
Railroad.  At  the  present  time  (November, 
1900)  they  are  engaged  in  constructing  for  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Fe  between  Olathe 
and  Ottawa,  Ivans.,  a distance  of  thirty-five 
miles.  They  have  a largf  ontfit,  aggregating 
fifty  teams,  and  are  thus  able  to  turn  out  work 
expeditiously  and  well. 

May  12,  1896,  Mr.  Maney  married  [Miss  Marie 
Alphonsena  Gerrer,  a native  of  Alsace,  France, 
and  a sister  of  A.  J.  Gerrer.  One  child,  Marie, 
has  been  born  of  their  union.  The  family  is  con- 
nected with  Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  El  Reno.  In  addition  to  his  property 
in  Canadian  county,  [Mr.  Maney  owns  real  estate 
in  Stroud  and  Shawnee,  and  is  a stockholder  in 
the  Weatherford  (Okla.)  Milling  Company.  At 
the  time  of  the  destruction  of  Galveston,  in  1900. 
he  was  in  that  city  and  had  several  ribs  broken, 
in  which  condition  he  was  forced  to  stand  in 
three  feet  of  water  from  nine  o’clock  at  night 
until  four  the  following  morning.  Politically  he 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  also  held 
the  office  of  city  engineer  for  one  term,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  two  terms  as  county  surveyor,  pre- 
viously mentioned. 


NS.  SHERMAN,  Sr.,  who  conducts,  at 
# Oklahoma  City,  the  best  equipped  ma- 
chine shop  and  foundry  in  the  territory, 
has  followed  that  line  of  work  all  of  his  life,  and 
may  properly  be  termed  an  inventive  genius. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  born  in  Erie,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Isaac  Sherman.  The  family  was  estab- 
lished in  this  country  about  the  time  of  the  land- 
ing of  the  [Mayflower,  by  three  brothers,  who 
settled  in  New  England.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a millwright  by  trade.  Isaac  Sher- 
man was  born  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  learned  the  trade  of  a machinist.  In  about 
1825  he  located  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  built 
one  of  the  first  machine  shops  and  became  a 
pioneer  marine  engineer.  In  1840  he  returned 
to  Pennsylvania,  building'  machine  shops  at  Gi- 
rard, but  later,  because  of  poor  health,  he  moved 
to  Andover,  Ohio.  There  he  died  April  21, 
1871.  He  married  Mary  Pratt,  who  was  born  in 
Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  her  father,  Isaac  Pratt,  a 
native  of  New  York  and  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, having  removed  to  Michigan,  later  engaged 
in  farming  near  Ashtabula,  ( fliio,  and  finally 
settled  in  Erie  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died.  Mrs. 
Sherman  died  in  1888  at  Dearborn,  Mich.  l ive 
daughters  and  four  sons  blessed  this  union,  and 
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three  sons  and  three  daughters  are  now  living. 
Isaac  W.,  Jr.,  of  Bay  City,  Mich.,  who  served  in 
four  different  regiments  from  Pennsylvania  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  was  first  in  the  drum  corps, 
and  at  the  time  he  was  mustered  out  held  the 
rank  of  lieutenant. 

N.  S.  Sherman  was  born  June  11,  1S52,  and 
was  reared  in  Erie.  Pa.,  where  he  attended  the 
public  and  high  schools.  He  was  a machinist 
both  by  nature  and  training,  working  from  boy- 
hood in  his  father’s  machine  shop  and  foundry. 
In  1S69  he  went  to  Andover,  Ohio,  and  worked 
there  as  a millwright  until  1871,  when  he  entered 
the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works,  of  Dunkirk, 
N.  Y.,  as  a machinist,  continuing  until  the  works 
shut  down  in  February,  1873,  owing  to  the  panic. 
Going  to  Butler  county,  Pa.,  he  worked  for  his 
brother-in-law  in  oil  operating,  and  was  super- 
intendent of  oil  wells  and  pumps  until  1876, 
when  he  became  identified  with  the  Sterns  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  of  Erie.  Pa.,  as  a machinist. 
He  served  as  foreman  of  the  engine  erecting 
gang  until  March,  1877,  when  the  plant  blew  up. 
Next  he  went  to  Sevren  Bridges,  Canada,  where 
he  was  employed  as  master  mechanic  by  the 
Georgian  Bay  Lumber  Company  for  about  two 
years,  until  they  ceased  operations.  He  then 
went  to  Woodville,  Mariposa  county,  and  con- 
ducted a novelty  store  for  six  months,  when  he 
re-entered  the  employ  of  the  Sterns  Manufac- 
turing Company  as  a machinist.  After  a period 
of  eighteen  months  with  them  he  worked  for  the 
Taper  Sleeve  Pulley  Works  at  Erie,  next  was 
with  the  Ball  Engine  Company,  and  in  1SS4 
went  to  Jackson,  Tenn.,  where  he  organized  the 
Sherman  Manufacturing  Company. 

After  having  manufactured  engines,  boilers, 
and  saw-mill  machinery  with  some  success  until 
1892,  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  Greenville,  Tex., 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  engines, 
boilers  and  nickel  machinery.  In  1893  he  estab- 
lished the  Lone  Star  Engine  and  Boiler  Works 
and  operated  the  same  until  February,  1898, 
when  he  sold  out  and  visited  in  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania. On  his  way  back  he  stopped  in  Okla- 
homa, prospecting.  In  February,  1899,  he  took 
a trip  through  the  territory  and  decided  upon 
Oklahoma  City  for  a location,  making  all  ar- 
rangements to  move  at  once  and  establish  his 
business.  Arriving  May  17,  1899.  lie  at  once 
built  the  shops  and  foundry  that  are  the  equal  of 
any  in  the  United  States.  The  shops  are  located 
on  East  Main  street  and  occupy  one-half  block 
along  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  Mr.  Sherman  is 
extensively  engaged  in  manufacturing  engines 
and  specialties  in  agricultural  implements  and 
castings.  lie  has  the  foundry  work  for  the 
sewer  system  of  El  Reno  and  Guthrie,  and  Con- 
tractor Hindcrshot,  in  speaking  of  the  character 
of  his  work,  said  that  the  castings  were  the 


finest  lie  ever  had.  Both  brass  and  iron  castings 
are  manufactured.  He  has  worked  out  numer- 
ous inventions  of  a high  character,  the  best 
known  of  which  is  a combined  corn  and  cotton 
planter,  stock  cutter  and  roller,  by  which  corn  or 
cotton  can  be  planted  two  rows  at  a time,  or  cut 
and  rolled  two  rows  at  a time.  He  has  also  in- 
vented three  distinct  engines,  a steam  whistle, 
and  a single  bell  chime  whistle. 

At  Girard,  Pa.,  Mr.  Sherman  married  Nellie 
M.  Dewey,  who  was  born  in  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a daughter  of  John  Dewey,  also  a native  of 
Dunkirk.  He  is  of  an  old  New  England  fam- 
ily, and,  with  Admiral  Dewey,  descends  from  a 
common  ancestor.  Four  children  were  born  to 
this  union:  Nathan  Samuel,  formerly  assistant 
postmaster  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Tex.,  and  now 
with  his  father  in-  business;  Warden  Sevren,  who 
is  of  a mechanical  bent  of  mind  and  assisted  in 
the  establishment  and  arrangement  of  the  shops; 
Nellie  V.,  and  Erie  Wayne.  Religiously  Mrs. 
Sherman  is  ar  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Sherman  served  as  president  of  the  Texas 
Foundrymen’s  Association  for  two  years.  He 
is  a Republican  of  the  strongest  type,  and  hung 
up  the  first  banner  of  that  party  in  Hunt  county, 
Tex.,  opening  the  way  for  other  men  to  come 
out  in  support  of  the  party.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Texas  he  was  a member  of  the  state 
Republican  central  committee  with  John  Grant 
and  Edward  Green,  and  the  state  executive  com- 
mittee, and  was  very  active  in  affairs  of  the 
party,  serving  as  a delegate  to  all  state  conven- 
tions. 


WP.  STARKS,  councilman  of  Oklahoma 
# City  from  the  .third  ward,  is  a well- 
known  business  man  and  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Classen  & Starks,  blacksmiths  and 
carriage  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Starks  was  born  in  Wadesboro,  Calloway 
county,  Ky.,  August  19,  1855,  and  is  a son  of 
Reuben  and  Martha  (Aimes)  Starks.  His  grand- 
father, Marshall  Starks,  was  born  in  Virginia  in 
1809,  and  was  an  early  settler  in  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  a planter,  merchant  and  tobacco 
manufacturer,  living  six  miles  north  of  Wades- 
boro. During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a stanch 
Union  man  and  served  as  provost  marshal  of 
Paducah.  His  death  occurred  in  1894.  Reuben 
Starks  was  born  in  Todd  county,  Ky.,  in  1837, 
and  throughout  his  entire  life  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  dying  in  1896.  lie  mar- 
ried Martha  Aimes,  a native  of  Kentucky  and 
daughter  of  Perry  Aimes,  who  was  of  New  Eng- 
land stock  and  followed  the  trade  of  a cabinet- 
maker. She  was  born  in  1841,  and  now  resides 
on  the  old  farm  in  Kentucky.  Six  sons  and 


1 


460 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


three  daughters  blessed  this  union,  and  all  are 
still  living,  with  the  exception  of  one  son. 

W.  P.  Starks,  the  oldest  child  born  to  his 
parents,  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Kentucky,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Wadesboro.  In  1879  he  left  Kentucky  and 
traveled  extensively  through  Illinois,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arizona  and  Col- 
orado. In  June,  1889,  he  located  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  A 
skilled  mechanic  and  carriage-manufacturer,  he 
is  now  a member  of  the  firm  of  Classen  & Starks, 
who  conduct  a large  business  in  blacksmithing 
and  carriage-manufacturing,  having  shops  on 
the  corner  of  California  street  and  Broadway. 

At  Oklahoma  City  Air.  Starks  married  Miss 
Lucy  Avery,  who  was  born  in  Hutchison,  Ivy., 
and  they  have  two  children:  Arthur  Perry  and 
Sibyl.  A Republican  politically,  in  the  spring  of 
1900  Mr.  Starks  received  the  nomination  for 
alderman  from  the  third  ward  and  was  elected 
by  a good  majority  in  a ward  Usually  Demo- 
cratic by  one  hundred  votes.  At  this  writing  he 
is  chairman  of  the  printing  committee  and  a 
member  of  the  sanitary  and  public  buildings 
committees.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  having 
joined  that  order  at  Morgan,  Tex.,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  North  Canadian  Lodge  No. 
3.  He  also  belongs  to  Cyrus  Chapter  No.  7, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 


Henry  Leslie  strough,  who  has  a 

most  interesting  record  for  service  during 
the  Civil  war,  is  a large  contractor  of  Okla- 
homa City.  He  was  born  at  Avoca,  N.  Y.,  May 
19,  1847.  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Rena  (Gui- 
wits)  Strough.  Johan  Strough,  his  great-grand- 
father, was  born  at  Darmstadt,  Hessen-Darm- 
stadt,  and  was  one  of  the  Hessian  soldiers  hired 
by  King  George  of  England  and  brought  to 
America  to  serve  in  the  British  army.  He  de- 
serted and  joined  the  American  forces,  serving 
until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  after 
which  he  settled  on  a farm  in  Pennsylvania. 
Daniel  Strough  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  an  early  age  moved  to  Montgomery  county, 
N.  Y.,  but  subsequently  located  in  Jefferson 
county,  the  same  state,  where  lie  died.  His  son, 
Joseph  Strough,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  en- 
tered the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
but,  while  in  the  midst  of  a useful  career,  he  died 
at  Liberty  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Rena  Guiwits,  who 
was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  a daughter  of  Henry  Guiwits.  The  latter 
was  also  born  in  Montgomery  county,  where  he 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  manv  vears, 
but  died  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  1 ler  grandfather 
was  of  German  descent  and  was  killed  in  the 


Revolutionary  war.  She  now  resides  in  Avoca, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children:  H.  L. 
Strough;  and  Airs.  Mary  E.  Clough,  who  resides 
in  Bath,  N.  Y. 

Iienry  Leslie  Strough  was  reared  in  Steuben 
county,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old, 
after  which  he  lived  in  Jefferson  county.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
Rogersville  Union  Seminary.  When  fifteen 
years  of  age,  August  20,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Tenth  New  A'ork  Artillery,  and 
was  mustered  into  service  at  Sackett’s  Harbor, 
serving  in  the  defense  of  Washington  until  the 
second  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  in  which  he  par- 
ticipated. Afterward  lie  took  part  in  all  the  bat- 
tles of  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864,  when 
he  went  up  the  Shenandoah  with  the  Sixth  Army 
Corps  and  wintered  along'  the  James  river.  He 
was  then  on  provost  duty  in  Petersburg  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  During  all  of  his 
service  he  was  never  away  from  his  regiment 
for  a longer  period  than  forty-eight  hours.  Be- 
fore he  was  eighteen  years  old  he  served  as 
quartermaster  sergeant.  He  remained  in  Peters- 
burg until  he  was  mustered  out  June  25,  1865, 
receiving  his  honorable  discharge  in  July  at 
Sackett's  Harbor. 

Returning  to  Avoca,  Air.  Strough  began  to 
learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  completed 
at  Utica.  He  was  married  in  1870,  and  returned 
to  Avoca,  where  he  remained  until  1873,  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  For 
some  years  he  was  foreman  of  the  bridge  gang 
on  the  Rochester  Division,  being  located  at 
Avon  Springs.  His  wife  died  in  1878,  and  in 
1881  he  was  again  married  and  moved  to  Coffey- 
ville,  Montgomery  county,  Ivans.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  stock-dealing  for  two  years,  afterward 
conducting  a real-estate  and  insurance  business 
for  three  years.  April  22,  1889,  he  came  north 
from  Purcell  on  the  first  legal  train,  at  once  lo- 
cating a claim  at  Edmond;  on  the  same  evening 
he  took  the  first  train  for  Guthrie,  where  he  im- 
mediately began  the  business  of  contracting.  He 
built  many  of  the  business  buildings  and  private 
residences,  including  H.  L.  Aliller's  town  and 
country  residences,  McCord  building  and  Sta- 
pleton building.  Next  going  to  the  Chickasaw 
Nation,  and  thence  to  Gainesville,  Tex.,  he  en- 
gaged in  contracting  until  October,  1898.  Since 
that  date  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building  in  Oklahoma  City.  He 
superintended  the  construction  of  the  Reding 
building,  built  the  plant  of  the  Reed  Furniture 
Company,  and  the  Barnes  building,  and  finished 
the  Seymour  Price  residence. 

March  16,  1870,  Mr.  Strough  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Anna  II.  Gossin,  who  was  born 
at  Marcy,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Avon  Springs.  They 
had  two  children,  one  of  whom  is  living:  Fred 
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L.,  now  an  advance  agent  for  theatrical  coni-  .common  thing  for  him  to  lose  his  way  in  travel- 
panies.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Eliz-  ing  over  the  country  at  night, 

abeth  Jerems,  who  was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Upon  the  opening  of  the  Cherokee  strip  in 
and  is  a daughter  of  James  Jerems,  a native  of  Oklahoma,  Dr.  Sharp  selected  the  northwest 

England.  In  politics  Mr.  Strough  is  a strong  quarter  of  section  34,  township  20,  range  2 west, 

Democrat.  Fraternally  he  was  made  a Mason  where  he  has  made  good  improvements,  sur- 

at  Avoca,  N.  Y.,  and  now  belongs  to  Guthrie  rounding  himself  with  all  of  the  comforts  of  life 

Lodge  No.  2;  and  is  a member  of  Guthrie  Chap-  and  many  of  its  luxuries.  He  was  the  first  man 

ter,  having  been  made  a Royal  Arch  Mason  at  to  advertise  for  final  proof  and  the  second  one 

Independence.  He  joined  the  order  of  Odd  Eel-  to  "prove  up”  in  Lowe  township,  Noble  county, 

lows  at  Utica  in  1868,  and  is  now  a member  of  and  would  have  been  the  first  had  he  not  been 

Guthrie  Lodge  No.  3.  He  is  a charter  member  compelled  to  wait  upon  the  movements  of  the 

of  Oklahoma  Encampment  No.  1,  of  Guthrie,  land  office. 

and  was  Grand  Patriarch  of  the  Grand  Encamp-  In  December,  1893,  Dr.  Sharp  was  united  in 


ment  of  Oklahoma  in  1900.  He  is  past  grand  . 
representative  from  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Oklahoma.  Formerly  a member  of  Hartranft 
Post  No.  2,  G.  A.  R..  and  commander  of  the  post 
at  Coffeyville.  Ivans.,  he  is  now  affiliated  with 
Grant  Post  No.  1 of  this  city.  Mrs.  Strough 
was  the  first  lady  to  pass  through  the  chairs  of  a 
Rebekah  Lodge  in  the  territory. 


R.  E.  G.  SHARP.  The  subject  of  this  no- 
tice fully  “holds  his  own”  among  the  most 
reputable  physicians  of  Logan  county,  and 
among  the  citizens  of  Orlando.  He  is  es- 
sentially a western  man,  a native  of  Illinois, 
having  been  born  in  Douglas  county,  that  state, 
December  31,  1866.  He  is  the  son  of  W. 
P.  and  Anna  T.  (Higgins)  Sharp,  of  Cambridge, 
Ind.  During  his  younger  years  he  lived  with 
his  parents  in  Newman,  111.,  and  attended  the 
public  school  until  fourteen  yearsof  age, when  his 
father,  who  had  been  a teacher  for  many  years, 
decided  to  change  his  occupation,  and,  crossing 
the  Mississippi,  located  on  a farm  in  Coffey 
county,  Kans.  Later  he  moved  to  Elk  county, 
where  he  still  lives,  engaged  in  stock-raising. 

Young  Sharp  attended  the  graded  school  at 
Longton,  Ivans.,  also  the  Normal  Institute,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  began  teaching, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  four  years. 
During  the  last  eighteen  months  of  that  period 
he  read  medicine,  having  in  view  its  practice  as 
a profession,  under  the  instruction  of  Drs.  Flack 
& Flack,  of  Longton.  In  1890  he  entered  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1893.  In  June 
of  that  year  he  came  to  Oklahoma,  locating  in 
Orlando.  This  move  was  not  premeditated,  Dr. 
Sharp  simply  expecting'  to  make  the  run  for  land 
when  the  strip  opened,  but  before  this  was  ac- 
complished he  was  being  called  upon  for  medical 
services,  and  soon  had  as  much  business  as  he 
could  manage,  and  this  state  of  things  has  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time.  He  began  practicing 
before  the  roads  were  laid  out,  and  it  was  no  un- 


marriage with  Miss  Anna  L.  Mitchell,  the 
daughter  of  a prominent  nurseryman  at  Long- 
ton, Ivans.  Their  married  life  was  brief,  as  Mrs. 
Sharp  passed  away  five  years  later,  in  1898.  She 
left  a son,  Eugene  S,,  who  lives  with  his  maternal 
grandparents  in  Kansas.  Dr.  Sharp  votes  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  has  served  as  township 
committeeman.  He  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  pro- 
fession, keeping  abreast  of  modern  methods,  and 
in  touch  with  modern  theories  and  ideas  by  con- 
stant reading  and  study.  During  the  present 
year  (1900)  he  took  a post-graduate  course  in 
the  Chicago  Hospital  and  received  his  diploma. 
He  is  a member  in  good  standing  of  the  Na- 
tional Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

In  religious  matters  Dr.  Sharp  inclines  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  Church.  To  the  erec- 
tion of  the  neat  church  building  at  Orlando  he 
contributed  generously,  and  serves  as  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  the  society.  He  belongs  to  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  at  Orlando, 
and  is  medical  examiner  for  this  fraternity  and 
the  Mutual  Life.  In  addition,  he  is  serving  upon 
the  United  States  pension  examining  board, 
being  the  first  member  appointed  in  Logan 
county,  outside  of  Guthrie.  His  life  so  far  has 
been  an  extremely  busy  one,  and  taking  into 
account  the  fact  of  his  energy  and  ability,  is 
likely  to  continue  crowded  with  professional  and 
social  activities. 


T ST.  CYR  TUCKER,  professor  of  sciences 
4 in  Langston  University,  was  born  in  Dead- 
wood,  S.  D.,  in  1869.  1 le  is  of  Indian  and 
African  parentage,  his  father,  Yellow  Smoke, 
having  been  an  educated  interpreter  of  the  Iowa 
tribe,  and  his  mother,  Marian  St.  Cyr  Tucker,  of 
African  descent. 

After  ten  years  spent  on  a farm  in  Dakota,  St. 
Cyr  Tucker  was  sent  to  Washington,  his  parents 
being  desirous  of  giving  him  every  possible  ad- 
vantage, educationally  and  otherwise.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age  lie  entered  Carlisle  (Pa.) 
school  and  acquired  the  preparatory  training 
necessary  for  his  acceptance  at  Howard  Univer- 
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sity.  Miere  he  gained  the  respect  and  admira- 
tion ol  pupils  and  faculty  by  his  aptitude, 
application  and  rapidly  expanding  mind.  Among 
other  honors  conferred  upon  him  was  one  for 
excellence  in  the  Spanish  language.  In  all,  Mr. 
Tucker  speaks  seven  languages,  including  the 
Iowa  and  the  Sioux.  He  was  graduated  from 
Howard  University  in  1895,  and  at  once  began 
to  work  in  the  chemical  laboratory  of  the  agri- 
cultural department  under  Secretary  Rusk,  his 
hours  being  from  four  P.  M.  until  eleven  P.  M. 
Previous  to  his  graduation  he  had  been  in  the 
same  department  under  Secretary  Rusk,  and 
received  from  his  alma  mater  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Sciences. 

In  1895  Mr.  Tucker  was  elected  principal  of 
the  Guthrie  high  school,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  until,  in  the  fall  of  1899,  he  entered  upon 
his  present  duties  as  professor  of  sciences  in 
Langston  University.  Among  those  who  are 
privileged  to  know  him,  Mr.  Tucker  is  esteemed 
for  his  many  estimable  traits  of  character  and 
mind,  his  scholarly  acumen,  his  advanced  meth- 
ods of  conveying  his  knowledge  to  students, 
and  his  charming,  adaptive  personality,  which 
render  him  a source  of  pleasure  and  profit  to 
friends,  students  and  associates. 


CHARLES  WHITE.  In  spite  of  many  ob- 
stacles in  his  pathway,  Charles  White,  a 
well-known  and  respected  citizen  of  Logan 
county,  has  made  his  way  toward  his  goal,  a 
competence  and  the  independence  which  comes 
to  the  prospering  agriculturist.  He  is  thor- 
oughly deserving  of  success,  for  he  is  indefatig- 
able in  his  efforts  to  improve  and  cultivate  his 
homestead,  and  is  systematic  in  all  of  his  meth- 
ods. 

Hezekiah  White,  father  of  Charles  White,  was 
a native  of  Kentucky,  but  his  ancestors  were 
English.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Hudnall,  was  likewise 
born  in  Kentucky,  while  her  forefathers  were 
of  German  and  Scotch  extraction.  During  the 
progress  of  the  Civil  war  Ilezekiah  White  was 
heavily  taxed  by  his  responsibilities  at  home, 
and,  as  he  had  young  children  who  needed  his 
care  and  support,  lie  did  not  enlist  in  the  service, 
and  even  when  lie  was  drafted  into  the  army  he 
sent  a substitute. 

Charles  White  was  born  on  the  parental  home- 
stead in  Warren  county.  Ky.,  March  23,  1859, 
and  his  youth  was  spent  in  the  varied  labors  of 
the  farm.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
and  obtained  a practical  education.  When  he 
was  twenty  he  embarked  in  business  ventures 
upon  his  own  account,  and  in  1883  he  went  to 
Sumner  county,  Kans..  where  he  bought  a farm. 
This  place  lie  soon  disposed  of  to  good  ad- 


vantage, and  for  several  years  he  continued  to 
buy  and  sell  property  in  Kansas.  At  the  time  of 
Oklahoma’s  being  opened  to  white  settlers  he 
was  a resident  of  Pawnee  county,  Ivans.,  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Purcell  on  a train,  and,  having 
selected  the  northeastern  quarter  of  section  25, 
township  15,  range  3,  he  lived  in  a tent  until 
July,  in  the  meantime  building  a log  house. 
When  he  came  to  this  locality  his  means  were 
limited,  but,  with  hope  and  energy,  he  bravely 
set  about  the  improvement  of  his  land,  and  of 
late  years  has  been  reaping  his  just  reward. 
His  family  joined  him  about  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, and  for  two  years  they  suffered  many  in- 
conveniences, especially  because  of  the  unusually 
dry  seasons.  Later  our  subject  purchased  an- 
other tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
which  property  he  finally  sold,  investing  a por- 
tion of  his  capital  in  another  eighty-acre  farm. 
He  now  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

In  his  political  faith  Mr.  White  is  independent 
of  party  lines  at  present,  though  formerly  he  was 
associated  with  the  Democratic  party  and  voted 
for  Cleveland.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

When  he  was  but  little  over  twenty  years  of 
age  Kir.  White  married  Miss  Etta  White,  of 
Kansas,  and  soon  afterward  the  couple  began 
housekeeping  in  Sumner  county.  The  wife  died 
during  their  residence  on  the  homestead,  and 
left  one  child,  Ethel.  In  1885  Mr.  White  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Nannie  Williams,  and 
their  marriage  took  place  in  Newton,  Harvey 
county,  Kans.  They  are  rearing  a little  boy, 
Howard  Frasier  White,  the  son  of  a former 
neighbor. 


Napoleon  whitlock,  a veii-known 

and  highly  respected  agriculturist  of  Yu- 
kon township,  Canadian  county,  has  been 
located  here  since  the  opening  of  Oklahoma, 
and  now  owns  four  hundred  and  eightv  acres  of 
excellent  farming  land. 

Mr.  Whitlock  was  born  in  Alabama,  and  is  a 
son  of  Dudley  R.  and  Mary  (Wilkins)  Whitlock. 
His  grandfather  was  Lott  Whitlock,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  his  grandmother’s  maiden  name 
was  Reynolds.  Dudley  R.  W hitlock  was  born 
in  South  Carolina,  and  the  family  is  of  Scotch 
descent.  He  was  a merchant  by  vocation,  and 
moved  to  Alabama  and  then  to  Arkansas,  where 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  and  farming.  He 
married  Mary  Wilkins,  who  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama. 

Napoleon  W hitlock  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  remained  at  home  until  the  twenty-ninth 
year  of  his  age,  when  he  went  into  the  Chicka- 
saw Nation,  in  March,  1875.  lie  followed  fann- 
ing and  stock-raising  there,  and  on  the  Washita 
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until  -the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  Making  the 
run  April  22,  1889,  into  this  country,  he  secured 
his  present  farm  by  buying  a relinquishment. 
He  has  met  with  success  and  increased  his  hold- 
ings to  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land, 
three  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  which  is 
planted  to  grain.  Besides  attending  to  his  gen- 
eral farming,  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  stock- 
raising.  He  is  a man  of  sterling  character  and 
is  well  liked  throughout  this  section,  in  which 
he  is  widely  known. 

Mr.  Whitlock  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lucinda  I.  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  Arkan- 
sas. She  is  a daughter  of  George  W.  Campbell, 
of  Arkansas,  and  her  mother  was  Lucinda  Keys, 
who  was  born  in  Alabama.  Two  sons  have 
blessed  this  union:  George  D.,  now  at  home; 
and  Stand  Watie,  who  is  married  and  lives  at 
home.  Politically  our  subject  is  a Democrat. 
He  is  an  adherent  to  the  Presbyterian  faith. 


ALLEN  NORRIS  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm 
in  Logan  county,  consisting  of  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres,  which  he  has  put 
under  a fine  state  of  cultivation.  The  land  lies 
on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  19.  township 
17,  range  2 west,  and  is  five  and  one-half  miles 
from  Guthrie.  He  was  born  November  16,  1842, 
in  Fleming  county,  Ivy.,  and  is  a son  of  I.  B.  and 
Anna  (Hurst)  Norris,  both  of  whom  are  natives 
of  Fleming  county,  Ivy.  His  father  who  has  at- 
tained the  age  of  ninety-one  years,  has  at  that 
advanced  age  homesteaded  a piece  of  land  in 
Woodward  county,  Okla. 

Mr.  Norris  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Buchanan  county.  Mo.,  mak- 
ing the  trip  by  steamboat,  and  there  they  settled 
on  a large  piece  of  timberland,  on  which  they 
continued  to  live  for  eight  years.  Next  they 
moved  to  Atchison  county,  Ivans.,  where  they 
purchased  land  at  Si. 25  per  acre.  They  resided 
there  during  the  border  ruffian  trouble.  About 
1856  Mr.  Norris  was  the  means  of  saving  the 
life  of  Rev.  Pardee  Butler,  a noted  free-state 
advocate,  who  had  made  himself  obnoxious  to 
the  pro-slavery  element.  Falling  into  the  hands 
of  southern  sympathizers,  at  Atchison,  Ivans., 
he  was  set  adrift  on  two  logs  on  the  Missouri 
river,  his  face  bearing  the  letters  "horse  thief.” 
When  Mr.  Norris  saw  him,  the  old  man  was  on 
his  knees,  praying.  Mr.  Norris  called  to  him 
to  break  off  a flagpole  that  was  nailed  to  the 
raft,  and  use  it  to  steer  his  frail  craft  to  the 
Kansas  side  of  the  river.  Having  given  these 
instructions,  he  rode  ahead  two  miles  and  noti- 
fied his  brother,  who  swam  out  to  the  old 
preacher  and  brought  him. ashore,  then  sent  him 
forward  to  meet  an  appointment 

When  the  Civil  war  began,  Mr.  Norris  joined 


the  Union  forces,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany G,  Eighth  Kansas  Infantry,  under  Col. 
John  A.  Martin.  During  the  first  two  years  he 
served  mostly  in  Colorado,  Wyoming  and  Ne- 
braska. In  1863  he  accompanied  his  regiment 
to  the  south,  where  he  took  part  in  the  Nash- 
ville campaign  under  General  Thomas.  Finally 
he  was  taken  ill,  and  for  three  months  was 
obliged  to  remain  in  a hospital,  after  which  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  Returning  home,  he 
purchased  land  in  Atchison  county  and  em- 
barked in  agricultural  pursuits,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  many  years. 

In  1889  he  started  for  Oklahoma,  arriving 
here  in  January,  1890.  At  once  he  homesteaded 
his  present  farm.  The  first  year  he  had  a fair 
crop,  and,  in  fact,  during  all  the  intervening 
years  he  has  had  good  crops,  except  during  one 
very  dry  season.  ' He  has  planted  an  orchard  of 
four  acres,  has  erected  a neat  house  and  barn, 
and  has  many  other  improvements,  which  have 
greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  the  farm.  Besides 
general  farming,  he  raises  stock  and  is  engaged 
in  the  dairy  business. 

January  10,  1S67,  Mr.  Norris  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Millard,  whose  ac- 
quaintance he  made  in  Atchison  county.  She 
was  a native  of  Oswego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  ac- 
companied her  parents  to  .ns as  when  she  was 
eight  years  of  age,  and  the.'-  received  her  school- 
ing. They  have  three  children.  The  daughter, 
Adelle,  is  the  wife  of  T.  R.  Speer,  a farmer  resid- 
ing on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  19,  town- 
ship 17,  range  2 west,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Lloyd  and  Harold;  Edmond  is  a phar- 
macist and  conducts  a drug  store  at  Mulhall, 
Okla.;  he  was  one  of  Roosevelt’s  Rough  Riders, 
and  was  in  the  battle  of  Santiago.  Millard  B. 
was  also  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  being  a 
member  of  Company  I,  First  Territorial  Regi- 
ment, under  Capt.  II.  C.  Barnes:  he  has  since 
homesteaded  a tract  of  land  in  Woodward 
count;.'.  Okla.  Our  subject  has  always  voted  the 
Republican  ticket,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Lin- 
coln in  1864.  He  has  served  as  township  treas- 
urer and  has  been  a delegate  to  many  conven- 
tions. In  1898  he  was  appointed  assistant  ser- 
geant-at-arms by  the  Oklahoma  senate  or  coun- 
cil. He  is  a charter  member  of  the  McFarland 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  in  Atchison  county,  Ivans. 


L\  AN  T.  RICE  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
having  opened  the  first  store  in  Marshall, 
Logan  county,  and  of  having  been  postmas- 
ter for  eight  years  out  of  the  eleven  since  the 
opening  of  Oklahoma.  He  was  born  in  Erie 
county.  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  Wells  S.  and  Emily 
C.  Rice,  natives  of  New  York  state.  Wells  S. 
Rice  was  a merchant,  and  when  his  son  Svlvan 
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was  two  months  old  he  moved  to  Marshall 
county,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  continuing  the  same  until  1S78.  After 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma  he  opened  a store  at 
Thurston  and  successfully  conducted  the  same 
until  his  death  in  1892.  His  wife  died  in  Iowa  in 
1872. 

S.  T.  Rice  lived  with  his  father  until  his  twen- 
tieth year,  and  received  a good  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  also  learned  every  phase  of 
the  mercantile  business  and  was  in  every  way 
fitted  to  make  an  independent  start  in  the  world. 
For  a time  he  was  employed  by  the  United  States 
Express  Company,  and  later,  for  two  years,  mail 
agent  on  a mail  car  for  the  Iowa  Central  Rail- 
road in  Iowa.  He  then  began  to  interest  himself 
in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty-four  acres  in  Marshall  county, 
Iowa.  This  farm  was  subsequently  sold,  and  he 
was  appointed  deputy  county  treasurer  at  Mar- 
shall. Next  he  went  to  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  and 
engaged  in  the  marble  business  with  marked 
success,  but  after  a time  sold  out  and  started  a 
mercantile  business  in  Holland,  Iowa.  During 
the  thirteen  years  of  his  residence  in  Holland  he 
became  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
town,  and  his  industry  reaped  a fitting"  financial 
reward.  In  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  Mr.  Rice  mar- 
ried Emma  Gingrich,  a daughter  of  Ephraim 
and  Mary  Gingrich,  of  that  place.  Of  this  union 
there  are  two  children,  Mabel,  who  is  now  a 
clerk  for  her  father,  and  Wells  E.,  deceased. 

Mr.  Rice  made  the  famous  run  to  Oklahoma 
when  the  territory  was  opened. \pril  22, 1889, and 
located  on  section  3.  township  19,  range  4 west. 
To  this  original  property  he  has  since  added, 
until,  at  the  present  time,  he  has  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  His  land  is  all  well  improved, 
with  fine  buildings,  fences  and  all  the  modern 
labor-saving  devices.  He  built  the  first  store  on 
his  own  land,  and  after  the  site  was  laid  out  for 
the  town  the  store  was  moved  to  it.  The  first 
pound  of  goods  was  sold  July  25.  1S89,  and  the 
record  is  still  kept  of  the  transaction.  The  store, 
started  from  humble  beginning,  is  now  the  lar- 
gest mercantile  concern  in  the  town.  A full  line 
is  carried  of  hardware,  dry  goods,  implements 
and  things  in  general  demanded  by  the  residents 
of  a growing  town.  The  store  building  is  ninety- 
six  feet  deep,  and  is  an  ideal  country  meeting- 
placc  and  store. 

For  fifteen  years  Mr.  Rice  has  been  a Knight 
of  Pythias.  Politically  he  is  a Republican  and 
has  been  postmaster  for  eight  out  of  eleven  years. 
At  one  time,  through  a misunderstanding,  he 
received  his  appointment  from  Washington  bv 
wire.  The  circumstances  were  as  follows:  Dur- 
ing the  administration  of  President  Harrison 
Mr.  Rice  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Marshall. 
When  President  Cleveland  was  elected  the  Dem- 


ocrats of  the  district  desired  him  to  continue  in 
the  office,  but  through  lack  of  information  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Ross,  who  had  the  distribution 
of  offices  the  office  was  declared  closed.  This 
order  Mr.  Rice  refused  to  honor,  and,  putting 
himself  in  telegraphic  communication  with  Con- 
gressman Flynn,  he  in  a short  time  received  the 
appointment  by  telegraph,  although  some  time 
later  a Democrat  was  found  to  fill  the  office,  but 
Mr.  Rice  was  reappointed  as  soon  as  McKinley 
was  elected. 


GEORGE  BROWN  is  entitled  to  rank  as 
one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  ag- 
riculturists of  the  vicinity  of  Racine,  Cana- 
dian county.  His  claim  on  the  northwest  quar- 
ter of  section  9,  township  13,  range  6 west,  of 
which  he  took  possession  on  the  famous  22nd  of 
April,  1889,  is  but  the  nucleus  of  his  present 
possessions.  In  1893  he  added  eighty  acres,  in 
1894  eighty  acres  more,  in  1896  purchased  a 
quarter-section,  and  the  same  amount  in  1899. 
The  land  is  devoted  mainly  to  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  is  supplied  with  all  mod- 
ern devices  for  successfully  carrying  on  agricul- 
.tural  pursuits.  There  is  a commodious  house, 
also  well-constructed  outhouses  and  barns. 

Mr.  Brown  is  among  the  numerous  settlers 
from  other  shores  who  have  early  recognized  the 
possibilities  of  the  newly  opened  territory. 
Born  near  Wiel,  Switzerland,  May  15,  1841,  he 
is  a son  of  George  and  Kathrina  (Egiie)  Brown, 
who  conducted  a farm  in  the  valleys  of  Switzer- 
land, and  were  industrious,  well-conditioned  peo- 
ple. While  assisting  his  father  in  his  many  and 
arduous  duties,  the  son  received  a fair  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  early  displayed  habits 
of  thrift  and  enterprise.  When  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  was  apprenticed  to  a carpenter,  and  re- 
ceived for  his  services  three  francs  a week  at 
the  start,  but  during  the  last  year  of  his  appren- 
ticeship his  compensation  was  three  francs  a day. 
After  serving  his  apprenticeship  he  engaged  in 
contracting  until  he  decided  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  America.  He  was  married  in  Switzerland,  but 
his  wife  died  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  new 
world.  Their  son,  Frank  Brown,  is  at  present 
living  near  Prescott,  Ariz. 

In  1869  Mr.  Brown  came  to  America,  arriving 
in  Boston  after  a voyage  of  thirteen  days.  Soon, 
afterward  lie  went  to  New  York,  thence  to  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  was  employed  for  a year  with 
a concern  that  manufactured  washing  machines. 
He  received  $3  a day.  The  next  venture  was 
an  agricultural  undertaking,  conducted  upon 
land  leased  in  the  Cumberland  mountains.  After 
a year  Air.  Brown  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
worked  for  a short  time,  and  where  he  married 
Kate  Schwartz,  also  a native  of  Switzerland. 
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Miss  Schwartz  had  arrived  in  America  in  1868, 
and  was  employed  in  caring  for  her  brother’s 
house  and  interests. 

From  Chicago  Mr.  Brown  moved  to  Manis- 
tee, Mich.,  where  he  carried  on  contracting  and 
building  for  six  years,  after  which  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Osborne  county,  Ivans.,  and 
farmed  for  one  year,  going  then  to  Arkansas, 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  for 
six  years  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  After 
selling  his  farm,  he  bought  three  hundred  head 
of  cattle  and  started  to  drive  them  to  Colorado 
April  5;  in  May  he  arrived  in  No  Man’s  Land, 
where  he  remained,  owing  to  hot  weather,  until 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  After  taking  up  his 
land  he  built  a sod  house,  which  served  as  a 
residence  for  about  a year;  then  a fine  house  was 
erected,  16x24  feet  in  dimensions.  Air.  Brown  is 
a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: Henry,  who  is  living  at  home;  Ida,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Bruhwiler;  and  Rosa,  who 
is  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Brown  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker. 


Richard  f.  caffrey,  the  popular 

county  clerk  of  Oklahoma  county,  has 
served  in  this  capacity  since  January  8, 
1897,  and  ha?  discharged  his  duties  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  win  for  him  hosts  of  new  friends. 
He  was  born  at  Poplar  Grove,  Boone  county, 
111.,  August  25,  1869,  and  was  the  oldest  of  six 
children  born  to  Christopher  and  Margaret 
(Hayden)  Caffrey.  Capt.  Christopher  Caffrey 
was  born  in  Navan,  county  Aleath,  Ireland.  Jan- 
uary 12,  1839,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1849,  settling  near  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  at- 
tended school.  In  1856  he  removed  to  Illinois, 
and  there  remained  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out, 
when  he  returned  east.  During  1861  he  en- 
listed, for  three  years,  in  Company  A.  First 
Vermont  Cavalry.  While  taking  part  in  an  en- 
gagement in  Virginia,  he  received  a charge  of 
buckshot  in  his  side,  had  his  horse  shot  from 
under  lnm,  and  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to 
the  famous  Libby  prison,  where  lie  remained 
until  exchanged  a short  time  before  the  close  of 
that  deadly  struggle. 

In  1863  Captain  Caffrey  went  to  California, 
crossing  the  great  plains  in  a wagon.  While 
there  he  operated  a shingle  mill  and  engaged  in 
quartz  milling,  in  which  occupation  he  was  also 
later  engaged  in  Nevada  and  Mexico.  Return- 
ing via  the  Nicaragua  route  to  New  York  in 
1866,  he  was  there  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Margaret  Hayden.  He  again  went  west,  settling 
first  in  Boone  county,  111.,  and  later  in  Black 
Hawk,  Colo.,  in  1871.  There  he  was  employed 
as  an  assaycr  for  the  Boston  and  Globe  Smelting 
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Company.  During  the  great  Leadville  excite- 
ment of  1878,  he  went  to  that  new  town  and  em- 
barked in  mining,  continuing  there  until  the 
opening  of  Oklahoma,  April  22,  1889.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  run  to  the  territory  and  took  a 
homestead  in  Boone  township,  Oklahoma 
county,  where  he  improved  a farm  and  made  a 
home.  He  was  captain  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Rifles  and  acted  as  scout  and  aide  on  General 
Reardon’s  staff  during  the  Ute  war. 

Richard  F.  Caffrey  (or  Rich,  as  he  is  called  by 
friends)  was  reared  on  the  frontier,  and  received 
his  schooling  in  the  Central  City  and  Leadville 
public  schools,  but  gained  his  education  princi- 
pally through  experience  in  that  practical  and 
liberal  school  of  a western  frontier  life.  He  en- 
gaged in  mining,  in  which  he  was  quite  fortu- 
nate. For  eight  years  he  served  as  clerk  and 
deputy  in  the  county  clerk’s  office  in  Lake 
county,  Colo.,  serving  under  both  Democratic 
and  Republican  administrations,  and  holding  the 
position,  not  through  political  influence,  but  on 
account  of  his  ability.  During  the  1885  session 
of  the  Colorado  legislature  he  served  as  page. 
From  all  of  his  former  employers  he  holds  the 
highest  endorsements.  In  1892  he  resigned  his 
position  on  account  of  an  accident  that  injured 
his  back  and  left  him  in  his  present  condition. 

Mr.  Caffrey  was  one  of  the  organizers,  and 
for  ten  years  a member,  of  the  famous  Leadville 
Zouave  Drum  and  Drill  Corps,  one  of  the  best- 
drilled  organizations  in  the  United  States.  The 
corps  traveled  with  the  Uniform  Rank.  K.  of  P., 
and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  over  a 
large  part  of  the  United  States,  giving  exhibi- 
tions in  many  of  the  largest  cities  from  Boston 
to  San  Francisco.  For  eight  years  he  was  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  corps.  In  1S92  lie 
came  to  Oklahoma  and  filed  on  land  adjoining 
his  father’s  place  in  Boone  township,  where  he 
still  resides.  In  1896  he  was  nominated  on  the 
Populist-Democratic  fusion  ticket  for  countv 
clerk  and  was  elected  to  the  office  bv  a good 
majority.  In  1898  he  was  re-elected  for  a second 
term.  In  1900  he  was  re-elected  for  a third  term 
by  a larger  majority  than  he  received  before, 
having  no  opposition  for  the  nomination.  These 
various  elections  testify  to  his  popularity  as  a 
public  officer. 

In  1897  the  Oklahoma  county  taxes  were 
raised  twenty-three  per  cent  and  the  next  year 
twenty-four  per  cent,  but  Mr.  Caffrev  refused  to 
place  the  increase  on  the  tax  rolls,  believing  it 
to  be  very  unjust.  He  tried  in  every  way  possible 
to  bring  the  matter  before  the  United  States 
supreme  court,  in  which  effort  he  received  the 
support  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
and  Judge  J.  R.  Keaton,  who  acted  as  attorney. 
The  territorial  supreme  court  refused  to  allow 
an  appeal  from  that  court  and  issued  a man- 
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damns  tq  compel  him  to  add  the  tax  increase, 
but  he  again  refused,  and  was  confined  in  the 
county  jail  one  hundred  days  until  the  United 
States  supreme  court  granted  him  bond  in  the 
1898  case,  and  then  the  territorial  court  allowed 
bond  in  the  1897  case.  The  case  was  not  decided 
on  its  merits,  the  United  States  supreme  court 
holding  it  was  not  within  their  jurisdiction,  for 
the  reason  that  Mr.  Caffrey  did  not  have  a per- 
sonal interest  to  the  amount  of  over  $5,000,  al- 
though it  amounted  to  856,000  to  the  taxpayers. 
The  territorial  supreme  court  issued  another 
mandate,  holding  that  he  was  still  in  contempt 
and  ordering  him  back  to  jail.  Air.  Caffrey  and 
the  commissioners  then  made  a compromise  with 
Harper  S.  Cunningham,  attorney-general  of  the 
territory,  agreeing  to  add  the  tax-raise  on  valu- 
ations of  1897  and  1898  for  territorial  purposes 
only,  amounting  to  about  $6,000;  thereby  saving 
the  taxpayers  over  850,000  and  gaining  a victory 
for  the  county,  even  though  they  did  not  secure 
all  they  wished.  The  firm  stand  Mr.  Caffrey  took 
in  this  matter  won  for  him  the  admiration  of  all. 
The  taxpayers  presented  him  with  a handsome 
gold-headed  cane,  as  a token  of  their  apprecia- 
tion of  his  disinterested  services. 

The  homestead  owned  by  Mr.  Caffrey  com- 
prises one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  11.  township  11,  range  2 
west.  The  principal  industry  followed  on  the 
farm  is  the  raising  of  thoroughbred  Shorthorn 
cattle. 

In  local  affairs,  socially  as  well  as  politically, 
he  takes  an  active  part.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Oklahoma  City  Club  and  a charter  member  of 
the  Oklahoma  Library  Association,  also  acts  as 
a trustee  of  St.  Joseph's  Church.  Politically  he 
is  a Populist. 


AB.  BAIRD,  M.  D.  Just  six  years  ago  Dr. 
Baird  took  up  his  residence  in  Oklahoma 
City,  and,  establishing  an  office,  embarked 
in  a practice  which  has  steadily  grown  in  im- 
portance. He  is  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  modern  methods  in  the  diagnosis  and 
cure  of  disease,  and  neglects  no  means  of  im- 
provement and  progress  in  his  chosen  field  of 
labor. 

On  the  paternal  .side,  Dr.  Baird  is  the  grand- 
son of  James  Baird,  who  was  born  in  Countv 
Derry,  Ireland,  and  at  an  early  day  settled  near 
Pittsburg-,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  agriculture, 
and  later  located  in  Hartford.  Ky.,  where  he 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven.  In  his 
native  land  he  was  identified  with  the  Orange- 
men, for  he  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and,  like  his 
ancestors,  was  a strong  exponent  of  the  Presby- 
terian creed.  Our  subject's  father.  Col.  Alexan- 
der B.  Baird,  a native  of  Hartford,  won  his  title 


by  gallant  service  during  the  Civil  war,  when  lie 
was  in  command  of  a Kentucky  regiment.  Like 
all  of  his  relatives,  he  was  a loyal  friend  to  the 
Union,  and,  though  he  was  known  as  a Douglas 
Democrat,  he  formerly  was  an  old-line  Whig. 
He  won  distinction  in  legal  circles,  was  engaged 
in  practice  for  many  years  in  Hartford,  and  was 
county  judge  and  county  commissioner  of  Ohio 
county,  Ky.  He  attained  the  ripe  age  of  sev- 
enty-two years. 

On  the  maternal  side,  Dr.  Baird  is  a descend- 
ant of  a hero  of  the  Revolution,  his  great-grand- 
father Barnett  having  served  in  that  struggle 
with  the  colonial  army,  though  his  ancestors 
were  from  the  mother  country,  and  had  early  set- 
tled in  Maryland,  thence  removing  to  Virginia 
and  later  to  Kentucky.  His  son,  Thomas, 
grandfather  of  the  doctor,  was  born  near  the 
old  town  of  Hartford,  Ivy.,  which  place  he 
founded,  laying  out  the  site  on  his  own  prop- 
erty, where  Fort  Hart  had  formerly  stood.  Two 
of  his  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  Union  army  and 
a third  son  served  in  the  Confederate  forces  dur- 
ing .the  Civil  war.  His  daughter,  Sally  M., 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  near  Hartford, 
and  is  still  living,  her  home  being  in  Lexington, 
Ky.  Six  of  her  eleven  children  survive.  Clinton 
T.,  who  resided  in  New  Orleans,  died  August 
11,  1900.  The  five  daughters  are  living  in  homes 
of  their  own. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Baird  took  place  in  Hartford, 
August  3,  1858,  and  his  education  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  and  Hayward  Academy. 
Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Miller,  he  took 
up  medical  studies,  and  later  was  a pupil  of  Dr. 
S.  D.  Gross.  After  pursuing  a three  years’ 
course  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  he  was 
graduated  in  March,  1S80,  and,  having  ranked 
high  in  a competitive  examination  which  he  took 
just  after  that  event,  he  received  an  appointment 
to  act  as  house  physician  in  the  hospital.  His 
health  having  become  somewhat  impaired  by  his 
indefatigable  labors,  he  returned  home,  and, 
after  a brief  period  of  recuperation,  commenced 
practicing  among  the  people  who  had  known 
him  a lifetime.  He  became  president  of  the 
board  of  pension  examiners,  and  also  acted  in  a 
like  capacity  in  the  Ohio  Countv  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. In  1804  ilc  resigned  and  came  to  Okla- 
homa City,  where  he  has  built  up  a large 
practice,  his  specialty  being  gvnccologv.  He 
belonged  to  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Associ- 
ation, and  now  is  prominently  connected  with  the 
Oklahoma  Territory  Medical  Association.  In 
1884,  in  1888,  and  again  in  1808,  he  took  special 
courses  in  Jefferson  Medical  College. 

The  doctor  is  interested  and  active  m every- 
thing which  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  his  town. 
He  is  a director  in  the  Oklahoma  City  Light  and 
Power  Company,  and  belongs  to  the  City  Com- 
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mercial  Club.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Masons,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
the  Anci  nt  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
formerly  was  a Knight  of  Pythias  also.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a Democrat,  and  for  years  made  a 
point  of  being  present  at  conventions  of  the  state 
and  county,  in  Kentucky. 

The  modern  residence  of  the  doctor,  which 
was  built  by  him,  and  is  located  at  No.  403  Main 
street,  is  presided  over  by  his  estimable  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Ida  M.  Duke,  who  was  born  in 
Hartford,  Ivy.,  as  was  her  father,  Thomas  S. 
Duke,  before  her.  • Her  grandfather,  Captain 
Duke,  a veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  also  served 
in  the  Mexican  war,  and  there  won  T, is  title. 
The  Dukes  were  early  and  honored  settlers  in 
Baltimore.  Thomas  S.  Duke,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  saddlery  business  at  Hartford,  died  in 
1898.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Eliza  C.  (Miller)  Duke, 
resides  in  St.  Louis.  Mrs.  Baird  was  graduated 
in  Hartford  Colleg'e  with  the  degrees  of  Bache- 
lor of  Sciences  and  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  The 
only  child  of  our  subject  and  wife  is  named,  in 
honor  of  his  grandfather,  Alexander  Duke  Baird. 


AJ.  CORKINS,  the  popular  and  efficient 
# agent  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa 
Ee  Railroad  at  Guthrie,  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  railroading  for  the  past  eighteen 
years,  and  has  made  numerous  friends  wherever 
he  has  gone.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of 
a good  old  New  England  family,  and  is  of  Eng- 
lish-Scotch  extraction.  Plis  father,  Henry  Cork- 
ins,  was  a native  of  Eastport,  Ale.,  and  for  many 
years  was  engaged  in  building  and  contracting- 
in  Hartford,  Conn.  In  the  ’40s  he  removed  to 
the  wilds  of  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  with  the 
exception  of  a brief  period  passed  at  his  old 
home  in  the  east.  He  was  one  of  t.he  pioneer 
farmers  and  builders  of  Iowa,  and  took  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  early  history  of  the  state. 
In  1880  he  retired  from  active  labors,  and 
thenceforth  made  his  home  in  Des  Moines, 
where  he  passed  to  his  reward  in  1899.  His 
widow,  who  still  lives  at  the  old  home  in  Des 
Moines,  was  Miss  Janet  Wylie  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage. She  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and 
removed  to  Connecticut  with  her  father,  James 
Wylie,  when  in  her  girlhood. 

A.  J.  Corkins,  who  is  an  only  child,  was  born 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  May  3,  1864.  When  he 
was  about  two  years  old  lie  was  taken  to  Cedar 
county,  Iowa,  and  for  the  ensuing  six  years 
lived  upon  his  father’s  farm.  Then  he  went  to 
the  town  of  Clarence  and  received  an  excellent 
grammar  and  high  school  education  there. 
When  lie  was  about  fourteen  he  took  a position  as 
a clerk  in  a general  store  in  the  village,  and  for 
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three  years  devoted  himself  to  the  mastering  of 
business  principles.  In  1880  he  accepted  a sim- 
ilar place  in  a Des  Moines  store,  but,  being  am- 
bitious, he  determined  to  enter  a more  promising 
field  of  effort,  and,  as  the  first  step  toward  his 
goal,  he  began  learning  telegraphy  in  the  office 
of  the  Western  Telegraph  Union. 

In  1882  Mr.  Corkins  became  a night  operator 
at  Scranton,  Iowa,  on  the  line  of  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railrpad,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
ten  months  was  transferred  to  Alton,  same 
state,  where  he  was  stationed  for  eighteen 
months.  He  next  went  to  Chadron,  which  then 
was  the  terminus  of  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  & 
Missouri  Valley,  and  there  he  was  employed  in 
the  capacity  of  a train  despatcher  until  1887. 
During  the  construction  of  the  line  between 
Atchison  and  Leavenworth  he  was  the  resident 
engineer’s  chief  clerk  for  six  months,  after  which 
he  was  located  at  Springvale  as  an  agent  of  the 
railroad.  In  1888  he  went  to  Wellington,  Ivans., 
where  he  was  the  chief  clerk  in  the  freight  de- 
partment, and  in  June,  1889,  he  took  a similar 
position  under  L.  R.  Delaney,  in  Guthrie,  on  the 
Santa  Fe  line,  and  occupied  that  place  until 
1896,  when  he  succeeded  Mr.  Delaney,  who  was 
transferred  to  Wichita.  Since  that  time  he  has 
had  charge  of  the  passenger  and  freight  depart- 
ments at  this  place,  and  thus  has  a very  responsi- 
ble position.  He  has  given  entire  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned,  and  is  equally  popular  with  his 
superiors  and  those  under  his  supervision. 

While  a resident  of  Alton,  Iowa,  Mr.  Corkins 
married  Miss  Susie  Gleysteen,  whose  birthplace 
was  in  Pella,  Iowa.  The  young  couple  have  one 
child,  Lionel  A.,  the  light  of  their  happy  home. 
Mr.  Corkins  is  past  master  of  Guthrie  Lodge 
No.  2.  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  past  secretary  of  the 
Guthrie  Chapter;  and  past  secretary  and  junior 
warden  of  Guthrie  Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 
the  Guthrie  Club  and  other  social  organizations, 
in  all  of  which  he  is  a favorite.  Politically,  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 


Benjamin  franklin  clampitt. 

Born  within  the  walls  of  the  old  block  fort 
ip  the  wilds  of  Indiana,  known  as  Fort 
Wayne,  it  appears  like  an  omen  of  his  life,  for 
the  greater  part  of  his  career  has  been  enacted 
on  the  western  frontiers,  and  he  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  the 
pioneer.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Moses 
Clampitt,  was  a native  of  England  and  a member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Seeking  a new  home 
under  a more  liberal  government,  he  brought 
his  family  to  America,  and  settled  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  he  carried  on.  a plantation.  His  son, 
John,  father  of  our  subject,  also  was  an  Eng- 
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lishman,  and  was  reared  on  the  old  southern 
plantation  mentioned.  At  twenty-two  years  of 
k.ge  he  went  to  Fort  Wayne,  and  for  several 
years  was  employed  as  a blacksmith  on  the 
Wabash  & Erie  Canal,  then  in  process  of  con- 
struction, between  that  point  and  Fort  Defiance, 
Ohio.  Subsequently  he  became  a pioneer  of 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  continuing  to  work  at 
his  trade  until  his  death,  which  event  occurred 
in  1856.  He  had  married  Marv  Beeson,  a na- 
tive of  South  Carolina,  and  also  a member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Her  father,  Isaac  Beeson, 
was  likewise  born  in  the  state  mentioned,  and 
owned  a plantation  there  prior  to  his  removal  to 
Knightstown,  Inch,  in  early  days  of  its  history. 

B.  F.  Clampitt,  whose  birth  occurred  August 
10,  1836,  is  one  of  eleven  brothers  and  sisters 
who  grew  to  maturity,  but  only  three  now  sur- 
vive. Edward  and  J.  B.  served  in  an  Ohio  regi- 
ment during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the 
whole  family  was  intensely  patriotic.  For  some 
time  our  subject  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
schools  of  Pulaski,  Ohio,  but  the  spirit  of  ad- 
venture and  enterprise  gradually  mastered  him. 
and  in  1856  he  started  for  the  gold  fields  of  the 
Pacific  slope.  Making  his  long  trip  by  way  of 
Central  America,  he  arrived  at  length  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  at  once  engaged  in  mining.  He  was 
located  at  different  places  on  the  South  Middle 
and  Northern  Yuba  rivers,  and  later  went  to 
Oregon.  Altogether,  he  spent  fifteen  years  in 
the  far  west,  chiefly  in  California,  and,  as  a 
whole,  met  with  fair  success.  Returning  to 
Ohio,  he  visited  among  his  relatives  and  friends 
for  six  weeks,  and  then  set  out  towards  the  set- 
ting sun.  For  two  or  three  years  he  carried  on 
a livery  business  and  engaged  in  farming  at  El- 
dorado, Ivans.,  and  in  1873  went  to  Jacksboro, 
Tex.,  where  he  also  was  the  proprietor  of  a liv- 
ery stable.  Next  we  find  him  at  the  head  of  a 
hotel  and  livery  business  in  Fort  Griffin,  Tex., 
and  later  similarly  occupied  in  the  town  of  Fort 
Elliott,  same  state.  Fie  then  tried  his  fortunes 
at  Fort  Clark,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  at  San 
Juan  Sabinas,  Mexico,  whence  he  returned  to 
Fort  Elliott,  always  interested  in  the  manage- 
ment of  liveries. 

Making  all  preparations  possible,  Mr.  Clamp- 
itt was  ready  to  enter  the  strip  September  16, 
1893,  and  was  at  the  line  near  Hennessey  at  the 
hour.  His  race  became  thoroughly  exciting,  fur 
he  had  a span  of  fast  running  horses,  attached 
to  a light  cart,  and  strapped  himself  into  the 
vehicle  for  fear  of  accidents.  The  race  was  lit- 
erally a runaway,  and  the  ground  could  scarcely 
have  been  traversed  in  less  time,  for  the  sixteen 
miles  was  covered  in  less  than  forty  minutes. 
When  Mr.  Clampitt  arrived  at  the  property 
which  he  desired,  the  quarter-section  just  north 
of  Enid  (now  known  as  Joncsville),  he  was  re- 


joiced to  find  that  he  was  the  first  comer.  Un- 
fortunately, a “sooner”  had  already  filed  a claim 
to  the  property,  and  for  four  years  the  case  was 
in  the  courts.  The  government  decided  that  the 
land  was  part  of  the  town  site,  and  all  that  was 
left  to  our  subject  was  a corner  lot,  which,  how- 
ever, he  sold  for  $5,000.  Since  that  time  he  has 
improved  some  lots  on  Maple  and  Second 
streets,  building  six  small  residences.  He  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  Enid  City  water-works,  and 
supplies  the  fire  department  and  runs  the  street 
sprinklers. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Clampitt  is  a 
Democrat.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow 
and  belongs  to  the  Encampment.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Enid  Baptist  Church,  ami 
loyally  contributes  to  its  support,  as  well  as  to 
many  benevolent  enterprises.  In  Augusta,  Kans., 
he  married  Miss  Julia  Pope,  whose  birth  also 
occurred  in  Indiana.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  sons  and  a daughter,  namely:  William  E., 
a resident  of  Wilson  county,  Tex.;  Harry  C., 
who  is  a merchant  of  Woods  county,  Okla. ; Ben, 
who  also  resides  in  that  county;  and  Lulu,  who 
is  at  home. 


WILLIAM  H.  CLUTTER,  M.  D„  one  of 
the  well  and  favorably  known  pioneers  of 
Oklahoma,  comes  of  English-German  an- 
cestry, and  possesses  the  best  traits  of  those  two 
noble,  progressive  races.  His  paternal  fore- 
fathers were  numbered  among  the  early  col- 
onists who  left  England  to  found  homes  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  and  later  penetrated  the 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  The  doctor’s  grandfather, 
V illiam  Clutter,  was  born  in  the  Blue  Grass 
state,  and  became  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Scott 
county.  V hen  the  war  of  1812  came  on  he  en- 
listed in  the  defense  of  his  native  land,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Malden  received  injuries  which  caused 
his  death. 

W.  J.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Scott  county,  in  November. 
179S,  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Indianapo- 
lis. and  thence  to  Newton,  111.,  where  he  was 
living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  his  seventy- 
seventh  year.  Religiously  he  was  a Presbvte- 
rian.  ' For  a wife  he  had  chosen  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Horine,  who  had  migrated 
from  his  native  Hagerstown,  Md.,  to  Nicholas- 
ville,  Ivy.,  in  1780,  and  there  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture. His  brother  Henry,  who  continued  to 
carry  on  a foundry  business  in  Maryland,  be- 
came a wealthy  man.  Their  ancestors  were  from 
one  of  the  Rhine  provinces,  in  Germany.  Mrs. 
Clutter,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  died  in  Illi- 
nois when  in  her  fifty-fifth  year.  Three  of  her 
elder  sons  served  in  the  Federal  armv  during  the 
Civil  war,  James  M.,  Oliver  I7,  and  Thomas  be- 
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julr  in  Indiana  regiments.  The  former  was  cap- 
\ red  at  Union  City,  Ky.,  but  was  soon  ex- 
\ hanged.  Later  lie  and  his  youngest  brother, 
lesse,  were  engaged  in  the  cooperage  business 
in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  he  died  there  in  June, 
njoo.  Another  brother,  Oliver  Franklin,  still 
lives  at  Terre  Haute.  Jesse  died  some  years  ago. 
Thomas  was  killed  at  Silver  City,  N.  M.,  by  In- 
dians who  were  on  the  warpath.  Lycurgus  L. 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Jasper  county, 
111.,  and  Alexander  J.,  who  was  a physician,  died 
at  Noble,  111. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  \V.  H.  Clutter  occurred  April 
25.  1832,  in  Bourbon  county,  Kv.,  where  he  lived 
upon  a plantation  until  he  was  eighteen  years 
old.  He  obtained  a good  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  attended  the  university  at  Green- 
castle,  Ind.,  for  two  years.  He  there  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine  under  the  tutelage  of  Drs. 
Cowgill  and  Talbott,  and  was  engaged  in  prac- 
tice with  one  of  them  until  the  Civil  war,  when 
Governor  Yates  appointed  him  as  assistant  sur- 
geon, with  the  rank  of  captain,  in  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Illinois  (known  as  Yates’  Sharpshooters). 
He  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
subsequent  to  the  New  Madrid  campaign  was 
placed  on  detached  duty  with  the  Eighty-first  Illi- 
nois and  Thirty-third  Wisconsin  regiments.  He 
was  at  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Iuka,  Corinth, 
Tupelo  (Miss.),  battle  of  the  Blue  river  and  in 
numerous  minor  engagements  of  those  cam- 
paigns, next  went  to  re-enforce  General  Thomas 
at  Nashville,  and  took  part  in  the  great  battle  at 
that  point,  and  later  was  sent  to  New  Orleans. 
He  remained  in  that  locality  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  at  length  his  health  failed,  and  at  the 
end  of  July,  1865,  he  received  word  that  his 
resignation  from  the  service  was  accepted. 

Returning  home,  the  doctor  resumed  his  med- 
ical work  as  soon  as  his  health  permitted,  and  in 
1867  11C  tv  as  granted  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College. 
For  two  years  he  practiced  in  Noble,  111.,  after 
which,  in  the  hope  of  benefiting  his  health,  he 
removed  to  Kansas.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Frankfort,  Marshall  county,  and  after 
that  town  was  laid  out  he  built  the  third  house 
that  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  village.  He 
also  carried  on  and  owned  a drug-store  there, 
and  was  actively  occupied  in  attending  to  his 
professional  duties  there  until  he  came  to  this 
territory.  Here  he  settled  upon  a claim  in  April. 
i88q,  and  later  opened  an  office  and  commenced 
practicing  in  Oklahoma  City.  He  has  improved 
his  homestead,  which  is  situated  seven  miles  east 
">  the  city,  in  Crutcho  township,  and  since  the 
fall  of  1 8p8  he  has  made  his  home  in  Seventh 
street,  where  he  built  a modern  residence.  He 
11  takes  a specialty  of  diseases  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  has  met  with  gratifying  success  in  his 


general  practice.  Not  only  lias  he  belonged  to 
the  state  medical  societies  of  Kansas  and  Illi- 
nois, but  is  ex-president  of  the  Oklahoma  Medi- 
cal Association,  and  formerly  occupied  a similar 
office  on  the  city  board  of  health,  and  for  one 
term  served  as  coroner  of  Oklahoma  county. 

Fraternally  the  doctor  has  been  identified  with 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masons. 
He  has  manifested  his  interest  in  education  by 
acting  as  a member  of  school  boards  and  in  va- 
rious practical  ways.  His  first  presidential  vote 
was  cast  at  the  time  when  “Freedom,  Free 
Speech  and  Fremont”  were  the  watchwords  of 
his  party,  and  from  that  day  until  the  present 
he  has  been  unwavering  in  his  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  platform. 

In  Frankfort,  Ivans.,  the  doctor  and  Hannah 
M.  Strong  were  united  in  marriage.  She  was 
born  in  Iowa,  and  was  reared  to  womanhood  in 
Bellaire,  Ohio.  Two  sons,  William  A.  and  Lar- 
kin N.,  blessed  the  union  of  the  doctor  and  wife. 
William  A.  lived  to  be  a promising  young  man 
in  his  nineteenth  year,  when  he  was  claimed  by 
death.  Mrs.  Clutter  is  an  active  member  of  the 
ladies’  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Society, 
and  has  served  as  its  secretary,  and  is  at  present 
its  treasurer.  A devoted  Presbyterian,  she  is  a 
valued  worker  in  the  church  and  for  the  better- 
ment of  society  in  general. 


OP.  COOPER,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
# county  commissioners  of  Logan  county, 
has  served  in  this  capacity  since  January, 
1897,  in  a most  capable  manner,  and  has  been 
instrumental  in  making  many  improvements  in 
Guthrie  and  the  county  in  general.  In  addition 
to  this,  he  is  engaged  in  the  retail  meat  business, 
being  a member  of  the  firm  of  O.  P.  Cooper  & 
Son,  and  conducting  the  oldest  and  largest  es- 
tablishment in  Guthrie. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Ind., 
August  31,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  James  \V. 
and  Lucy  (Gregg)  Cooper.  The  family  is  of 
English  origin,  and  early  settled  in  A'irginia. 
His  grandfather,  Milton  Cooper,  was  born  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  and  removed  thence  to  Ken- 
tucky, but  later  settled  in  Clinton  county,  Ind., 
where  he  improved  a farm  and  resided  until  his 
death.  James  W.  Cooper  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  became  a practicing  phvsician  in 
Clinton  county,  Ind..  later  carrying  on  a general 
practice  at  Russiaville,  Howard  county,  the  same 
state.  In  1884  he  settled  upon  a farm  in  Clark 
county,  Ivans.,  where  he  resided  until  his  re- 
tirement from  active  cares  at  the  age  of  eightv 
years.  In  March,  1900.  he  moved  to  Grant 
county,  Okla..  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  His  wife  was  born  near  Covington,  Kv., 
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and  was  a daughter  of  John  Gregg,  who  was  of 
English  descent,  and  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Mrs.  Cooper  died  in  Indiana.  In  her  family  were 
the  following  children:  O.  P.,  our  subject;  John 
M.,  who  lives  in  Grant  City,  Okla. ; Tames  W., 
an  attorney  at  Russiaville,  Ind.;  William,  of 
Woodson  county,  Kans. ; Oliver  G.,  of  Pawnee 
Rock,  Kans.;  Stanley,  of  Grant  county,  Okla.; 
Mrs.  Charlotta  Lyon,  of  New  Iola,  Kans.;  A I rs. 
Ella  Waddell,  of  Carroll  county,  Ind.;  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Frances  Graham,  who  died  in  Indiana. 

O.  P.  Cooper  was  reared  in  Russiaville,  Ind., 
and  there  attended  the  public  schools.  Howard 
county  was  then  on  the  main  Indian  reserve, 
and  he  well  remembers  when  the  Indians  were 
forced  west  into  the  new  country.  When  twenty 
years  old  he  began  working  in  a steam  flouring- 
mill  and  operated  a large  mill  there  until  1871. 
He  then  sold  out  and  engaged  in  merchandising 
and  the  real-estate  business  at  Russiaville  until 
1884,  when  he  located  in  Toronto,  Woodson 
county,  Kans.  A short  time  after  he  moved  to 
Ashland,  Clark  county,  Ivans.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  meat  and  the  real-estate  business.  In  the 
spring  of  1891  lie  removed  to  Guthrie  and 
opened  a meat  market  on  Oklahoma  avenue, 
but  sold  out  in  1893,  and,  with  his  family,  at- 
tended the  World’s  Fair  in  Chicago.  In  the 
spring  of  1894  he  started  in  business  again,  buy- 
ing at  No.  122  East  Oklahoma  avenue,  a build- 
ing, 25x80  feet  in  dimensions,  two  stories  high 
and  with  a large  basement.  He  put  in  a large  re- 
frigerator and  other  equipments,  and  has  since 
engaged  in  the  retail  meat  business.  Since  1891 
the  market  has  been  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  O.  P.  Cooper  & Son. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cooper  is  a Republican.  For 
many  years  he  served  on  the  school  board.  With 
George  Gray,  he  constituted  the  committee  thac 
located  the  Central  high  school.  Capital  school, 
Lincoln  school  and  Banner  school.  He  was 
active  in  educational  work  and  served  as  director 
until  he  resigned  on  being-  elected  to  the  council 
from  the  third  ward.  During  his  service  in  the 
council  he  was  chairman  t>f  the  waterworks  and 
ordinance  committees  and  a member  of  the 
finance  and  other  committees.  In  1S96  he  was 
nominated  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  countv 
commissioner  from  Guthrie  and  Guthrie  town- 
ship, and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  five  hun- 
dred, carrying  every  voting  precinct.  He  took 
the  oath  of  office  in  January.  1897.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term,  in  1898.  he  was 
re-elected  by  a large  majority.  In  both  cam-1 
paigns  he  made  no  personal  canvass.  In  1809 
he  was  made  chairman  of  the  board.  His  second 
term  expiring,  he  was  again  elected  in  Novem- 
ber, 1 qoo.  His  administration  has  been  marked 
by  the  greatest  activity.  In  1898  there  were 
more  substantial  bridges  erected  than  ever  be- 


fore. In  1899  twenty-eight  more  steel  structures 
were  put  in  than  had  been  since  the  organization 
of  the  county.  He  has  also  aided  in  putting 
Logan  county  on  a solid  financial  basis.  When 
he  was  elected  the  warrants  were  at  a very  low 
value,  but  by  1899  they  had  raised  to  par.  Roads 
have  been  greatly  improved  throughout  the 
county. 

At  Russiaville,  Ind.,  Air.  Cooper  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Alary  Shilling,  a native  of  Dres- 
den, Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Shilling, 
who  settled  in  Howard  county,  Ind.,  in  i860, 
and  there  followed  merchandising.  Six  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  as  follows:  Eva,  wife  of 
W.  R.  Payne,  of  Chicago;  Carrie,  wife  of  T.  F. 
Alillikin,  of  Guthrie;  Alary,  wife  of  F.  J.  Dol- 
cater,  of  Guthrie;  James  O.,  a graduate  of  Ash- 
land high  school,  who  is  associated  in  business 
with  his  father  and  is  a member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  the  Order  of  United  Work- 
men; Viola  and  Thomas,  who  live  at  home.  Our 
subject  was  made  a Mason  at  Russiaville,  Ind., 
in  1863,  and  now  belongs  to  Guthrie  Lodge  No. 
2.  He  was  formerly  connected  with  the  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  now  a member  of  the 
Guthrie  Commercial  Club. 


Elias  lycurgus  dagley,  at.  d. 

Prominent  in  the  medical  profession  of 
Oklahoma  stands  Dr.  Dagley,  who  for  the 
past  five  and  a half  years  has  been  activelv  en- 
gaged in  practice  in  the  city  of  that  name.  Born 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Alay  4,  1845,  he  a son  ot" 
Dr.  James  A.  and  Alartha  (Barker)  Dagley,  the 
former  a native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  the 
latter  of  Ireland.  The  mother  accompanied  her 
father  to  Kentucky  at  an  early  day,  and  there 
she  dwelt  near  Lexington  until  her  marriage  to 
Dr.  Dagley,  who  was  a graduate  of  Jefferson 
Aledical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  Aliami 
Aledical  College,  of  Cincinnati.  Later  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  Gasport  and 
Scotland,  Ind.,  until  his  death  in  his  sixty-sev- 
enth year.  He  was  a member  of  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  church  and  was  an  honored  and  es- 
teemed citizen  of  his  community. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Dagley  is  one  of  eight  children,  all 
but  one  of  whom  lived  to  maturity.  When  he 
was  about  twelve  years  old  he  returned  to  Louis- 
ville, his  birthplace,  and  there  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  AIcCosson  & Robinson,  manufacturing 
druggists,  and  remained  with  that  firm,  being- 
promoted  from  one  department  to  another  until 
he  thoroughly  mastered  the  business.  In  the 
fall  of  1862  he  volunteered  his  services  to  the 
Union  cause,  and  was  enrolled  in  Company  K. 
Seventeenth  Indiana  Infantry.  About  two 
months  afterward  he  was  detailed  as  an  orderly, 
and  was  sent  with  despatches  to  General  Sher- 
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man.  W ith  that  gallant  officer  he  continued 
through  the  Chattanooga  campaign  and  the 
match  through  Georgia.  He  was  faithful  and 
dauntless,  performing  innumerable  feats  that  re- 
quired special  courage  and  keenness  of  mind 
and  powers  of  execution.  His  career  was  ex- 
tremely hazardous,  and,  besides  receiving  a 
*abre  wound,  lie  was  shot  nine  different  times, 
but  triumphantly  rode  through  the  thickest  of 
danger  and  never  was  captured.  His  long  and 
Brilliant  service  was  terminated  in  Washington 
in  Inly,  1865,  where  he  participated  in  the  Grand 
Review. 

Returning  to  Indiana.  Dr.  Dagley  soon  made 
plans  to  enter  his  father's  profession,  and,  going' 
to  St.  Louis,  he  earned  the  means  tor  pursuing 
his  studies  by  working  in  the  wholesale  homeo- 
pathic laboratory  for  over  four  years.  Having 
made  a start  toward  his  goal  he  attended  the 
Indianapolis  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
in  1873,  a^so  graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Louisville,  Ivy.,  and 
two  years  later  was  graduated  in  the  Miami  Med- 
ical College  at  Cincinnati.  During  the  next 
three  years  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Wash- 
ington, Ind.,  after  which  period  he  removed  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  was  actively  occupied  in  his 
chosen  field  of  labor  until  October.  1SS9.  That 
autumn  lie  located  in  Hastings.  Neb.,  where  he 
became  specially  known  as  one  who  devoted  his 
chief  attention  to  the  treatment  of  chronic  dis- 
eases. In  November,  1804.  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa City,  where  he  has  built  up  an  exceedingly 
representative  practice.  His  office,  at  No.  8' 
Broadway,  is  well  equipped  with  every  appliance 
and  surgical  instruments,  and  is  a model  one  in 
every  respect. 

Socially  the  doctor  is  very  popular,  as  he  takes 
a sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  public 
and  the  community  with  which  his  own  lot  is 
a'-sociated.  Formerly  he  gave  his  ballot  to  the 
nominees  of  the  Republican  partv.  but  of  late 
vears  he  has  cast  his  vote  and  influence  on  the 
ale  of.  the  Democrats.  He  is  thoroughly  pub- 
lic-spirited and  is  well  read  and  posted  upon  all 
of  the  important  issues  of  the  dav. 


EDWIN  L.  DUNN,  a prominent  real-estate 
dealer  of  Oklahoma  City,  is  identified  with 
Ed.  L.  Dunn  & Co.,  and  has  his  office  at 
x'’.  107  Broadway.  A man  of  integrity  and 
*’n"iness  ability,  he  is  one  o:  those  energetic  and 
1 uterprising  citizens  whose  work  has  so  matc- 
'iallv  aided  in  the  development  of  the  eitv. 

I'dr.  Dunn  was  born  in  Humboldt.  Allen 
o’unty,  Kans.,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  A.  L.  and 
‘•>ncy  (Parnell!  Dunn.  ILs  grandfather.  Squire 
' hum.  was  horn  in  Ireland  and  was  an  earlv  set- 
C.t  in  New  Jersey,  but  later  moved  to  New  York 


state,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Allegany 
county.  He  and  his  brother  William  were  pio- 
neers of  Dunn  county,  Wis.,  which  was  named 
in  their  honor,  and  later  he  located  in  Albert 
Lea,  Freeborn  county,  Minn.,  where  he  died, 
aged  ninety-seven  years,  in  1889.  His  wife,  who 
was  of  Scotch  descent  and  a daughter  of  Con- 
stance Lenox,  died  in  1892,  aged  ninety-five 
years. 

Born  in  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  and  reared  in 
Wisconsin,  A.  L.  Dunn  in  youth  began  the  study 
of  medicine.  Fie  was  graduated  from  the  Mil-, 
waukee  Medical  College,  with  a degree  of  M.  D., 
and,  after  a short  time  spent  in  Minnesota, 
opened  an  office  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  where 
he  practiced  until  1857.  His  next  location  was 
in  Humboldt,  Ivans.,  where  he  was  a candidate 
for  the  first  territorial  legislature,  but  was  de- 
feated at  the  election.  In  1859,  at  the  time  of 
the  Pike’s  Peak  excitement,  he  crossed  the  plains 
with  ox-teams  to  Colorado  and  settled  in  Cen- 
tral City,  where  he  practiced  and  was  interested 
in  mining  until  1S66.  After  his  return  to  Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa,  he  practiced  medicine  there  for 
two  years,  and  then  moved  to  Mount  Moriah, 
Mo.,  where  he  engaged  in  professional  work  for 
twenty  years.  April  22,  1889,  he  removed  to 
Oklahoma  City,  where  he  has  since  lived  in  re- 
tirement. Fie  owns  considerable  valuable  prop- 
erty here,  which  he  rents.  His  life  has  been 
characterized  by  stirring  activity,  and  now,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  he  enjoys  the  com- 
forts his  industry  has  rendered  possible.  Fie 
married  Nancy  Parnell,  who  was  born  in  St. 
Joseph  county,  Ind.,  and  was  a daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Parnell.  The  latter  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
and  became  a farmer  of  Indiana,  locating  in  St. 
Joseph  county  in  1845,  thence  moving  to  Mar- 
shall county,  Iowa,  and  residing  there  until  1895; 
he  then  came  to  Oklahoma  City,  where  he  died 
January  1,  1900,  aged  ninety  years.  His  wife 
died  in  Oklahoma  Citv  May  5,  1900,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  vears.  Her  maiden  name  was  Polly 
Hooton,  and  she  came  of  Kentucky  and  Vir- 
ginia parents,  but  was  born  in  Indiana.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Dunn  were  parents  of  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Minnie,  wife  of  W.  W.  Stone:  Edwin  L.,  of 
Oklahoma  Citv:  Mrs.  Lettie  Aufricht.  of  Okla- 
homa City;  and  Hattie,  wife  of  F.  M.  Butts,  a 
lumberman  of  Arkansas. 

Edwin  L.  Dunn  was  born  October  12,  183S. 
and  was  reared  in  Colorado  until  he  reached  his 
eighth  year,  then  in  Iowa  and  Missouri.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  the  latter  state  and 
Bristow  Collcg'e  at  Princeton,  Mo.,  later  took  a 
course  of  study  in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  had 
begun  clerking  at  the  age  of  thirteen  at  Mount 
Moriah,  and  continued  at  intervals  until  his 
graduation.  Entering'  into  partnership  with  his 
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former  employer,  William  Chambers,  at  Mount 
Moriah,  under  the  firm  name  of  William  Cham- 
bers & Co.,  he  conducted  a general  merchandise 
store  there  for  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Bethany,  Mo.,  where  he  conducted  a 
grocery  store  for  three  years.  He  left  that  busi- 
ness to  engage  in  the  abstract  business,  which  he 
continued  until  1S85.  He  then  became  mail 
clerk  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & Ouincy 
Railroad,  and  ran  between  Des  Moines  and  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  for  three  years.  He  was  next  trans- 
ferred to  the  general  superintendent’s  office  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  as  clerk,  and  served  until 
Harrison’s  administration,  when  he  was  removed 
because  of  his  partisanship. 

In  December,  1890,  Mr.  Dunn  came  to  Okla- 
homa City,  but  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and 
abstract  business  at  El  Reno,  in  partnership  with 
T.  F.  Hensley.  In  the  fall  of  1894  he  again  lo- 
cated in  Oklahoma  City,  and  purchased  a set  of 
abstract  books,  which  he  still  owns  and  keeps 
up.  He  also  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business 
with  F.  II.  Shelley,  under  the  name  of  Dunn  & 
Shelley,  until  October,  1896,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court 
by  Judge  Keaton,  holding  the  position  during 
the  latter’s  incumbency  of  that  office.  He  was 
removed  April  4,  1898.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
continued  his  real-estate  and  abstract  business. 
He  owns  and  laid  out  Suburban  Heights  addi- 
tion, comprising  twenty  acres  on  a hill  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  city.  In  1899  he  organ- 
ized and  became  a partner  in  the  Oklahoma 
Real-Estate  & Loan  Company,  which  has  been 
succeeded  by  Ed.  L.  Dunn  & Co.,  and  which 
does  an  immense  business  in  the  community. 
Pie  is  a charter  member  of  the  Commercial  Club. 

In  the  spring  of  1809  Mr.  Dunn  was  nomina- 
ted on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  alderman  from 
the  second  ward,  and  his  great  popularity  was 
evidenced  by  the  vote  of  two  to  one  which 
elected  him  in  a Republican  ward.  He  is  chair- 
man of  the  public  improvements  committee,  and 
a member  of  the  committees  on  ways  and  means, 
ordinances,  and  public  buildings.  In  1S92  he 
became  a member  of  the  territorial  Democratic 
central  committee,  of  which  he  was  secretary 
until  1894,  and  served  as  chairman  for  two  years, 
when  he  resigned.  He  was  also  a member  of  the 
congressional  committee  of  Oklahoma  from 
1894  to  1896.  In  1892  he  was  elected  delegate 
to  the  national  Democratic  convention,  but  did 
not  attend.  He  was  appointed  a delegate  to  the 
Anti-Trust  Conference  in  Chicago  P'ebruary  12, 
1900. 

At  Bethany,  Mo.,  Mr.  Dunn  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Kate  Ileaston,  who  was  born 
there  and  is  a daughter  of  Col.  D.  J.  Ileaston. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Indiana  and  was  a colonel 
in  a Missouri  regiment  during  the  Civil  war.  He 


served  in  the  state  senate  and  legislature  of  Mis- 
souri. One  son  blessed  this  union,  namely: 
Truman.  Fraternally  our  subject  is  a member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Benevolent  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks,  and  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  In  religion  Mrs.  Dunn  is  a member 
of  the  Christian  Church. 


PI O MAS  N.  FARRIS  is  a well-known  far- 
mer of  Canadian  county,  residing  on  the 
southwest  cpiarter  of  section  13,  township 
13,  range  7 west,  his  postoffice  being  El  Reno. 
Mr.  Farris  was  born  in  Gasconade  county,  Mo., 
March  15,  1841,  and  is  a son  of  A.  D.  and  Sarah 
N.  (Fletcher)  Farris.  When  he  was  two  years  of 
age  his  father,  who  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years,  moved  to  Schuyler  county,  Mo. 
There  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  and  re- 
ceived a fair  education  in  the  common  schools. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  in  1861,  Mr.  Farris 
enlisted  in  Company  Iv,  Twenty-first  Missouri 
Infantry,  and  was  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
A.  J.  Smith,  also  serving  under  General  Grant. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth 
and  Tupelo,  Miss.,  and  in  several  engagements 
in  Louisiana.  Near  Memphis,  while  being  trans- 
ported, he  had  his  ankle  and  foot  crushed  be- 
tween the  bumpers.  He  was  laid  up  but  a short 
time  before  he  bcg'ged  to  return  to  his  company; 
however,  he  was  unfit  for  duty  for  over  two 
months.  In  1865  he  was  mustered  out  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Schuyler  county,  Mo. 
Soon  afterward  he  went  to  Macon,  Mo.,  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  dry-goods  business, 
continuing  there  for  five  years.  While  in  Macon 
he  married  Miss  Minerva  Bristor,  who  was  born 
in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  and  is  a daughter  of  PI. 
M.  and  Minerva  (Ruple)  Bristor.  She  received 
an  excellent  education,  and  is  a graduate  of  a 
ladies’  seminary. 

From  Macon,  Mo.,  Mr.  Farris  went  to  Elk 
county,  Ivans.,  where  he  took  up  and  improved 
a claim,  but  this  he  subsequently  sold  and  pur- 
chased other  land,  meeting"  with  success  in  his 
enterprises.  In  1889  he  came  to  Oklahoma  and 
settled  where  he  now  lives,  purchasing  the  land 
from  the  first  settler  and  homesteading  it.  The 
place  is  well  improved  and  has  a heavy  yield  of 
crops. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farris  are  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Etta  B.  received  a good  education  and  is 
a teacher;  Plerbert  N.,  who  has  also  been  a 
teacher,  and  now  lives  in  Altona,  Kingfisher 
county,  married  Sarah  Keown,  and  they  have  a 
daughter.  Fern;  Henry  F.,  who  married  Alice 
Olmstead,  lives  on  a claim  of  his  sister  in  Cana- 
dian county:  Homer  D.  and  Howard  B.  arc  at 
home.  Mr.  Farris  is  a Republican,  and  voted 
for  Lincoln  in  1864.  In  1894  he  was  the  Repub- 
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lican  nominee  for  county  clerk,  but  was  defeated 
1>\  tliirtv  votes.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church.  Fraternally  he  joined 
the  Masonic  order  in  Macon  City,  Mo.,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  El  Reno  Post.  G.  A.  R.,  in 
which  he  is  past  commander  and  adjutant. 


CHARLES  F.  COLCORD.  Prominent 
among  the  business  men  of  Oklahoma  City 
is  this  gentleman,  who  for  almost  a quarter 
of  a century  has  been  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  territory,  while  his  name  is  insep- 
arably connected  with  its  political  history.  He 
is  a man  of  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judg- 
ment, and  his  executive  ability  and  excellent 
management  have  brought  to  the  enterprises 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  a high  degree 
of  success. 

Mr.  Colcord  was  born  August  18,  1859,  on 
Cane  Ridge,  Bourbon  county;  Ivy.,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Cane  Ridge  meeting  house,  celebrated 
in  connection  with  Alexander  Campbell,  the 
founder  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  father, 
W.  R.  Colcord,  was  born  in  the  same  house,  and 
was  a son  of  Charles  B.  Coicord,  a native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  an  early  settler  of  Kentucky.  Our 
subject  now  owns  the  homestead  of  his  uncle, 
F.  P.  Colcord,  which  is  located  two  and  a half 
miles  from  Paris,  Ivy.,  on  the  Lexington  and 
Maysville  pike. 

In  early  life  the  father  of  our  subject  engaged 
in  farming  in  Kentucky.  He  served  as  a major 
in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  a member  of  Gen.  Ivirbv  Smith’s  staff. 
After  the  war  he  removed  to  Louisiana,  and 
owned  the  first  sugar  plantation  above  New  Or- 
leans. In  1869  he  sold  his  property  there  and 
removed  to  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  county, Tex., 
where  he  operated  a ranch  until  1876.  His  next 
location  was  Comanche  county,  Ivans.,  which 
was  headquarters  for  the  cattle  company  with 
which  he  was  connected,  it  being  known  as  the 
"Jug  outfit,”  on  account  of  having  a jug  as  a 
brand.  In  1877  he  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Comanche  Pool,  composed  of  twelve  large  cattle 
companies.  For  some  time  he  made  his  home 
in  Wichita,  but  in  1889  came  to  this  territory 
and  took  a claim  one-half  mile  west  of  Oklahoma 
City,  where  he  now  resides. 

The  marriage  of  W.  R.  Colcord  united  him 
with  Maria  E.  Clay,  also  a native  of  Bourbon 
county,  Ivy.,  and  a daughter  of  Green  Clay,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  state.  The  Clay  family 
was  founded  in  this  country  by  three  brothers, 
natives  of  England,  who  settled  in  Virginia,  and 
from  one  of  these  Hemp  Clav  was  also  de- 
scended. ( )ur  subject’s  great-grandfather,  Sam- 
uel Clay,  who  served  with  distinction  as  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionarv  and  Indian  wars,  re- 
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moved  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  at  a very 
early  day,  and  became  the  owner  of  the  largest 
tract  of  land  in  Bourbon  county,  some  of  which 
is  still  in  possession  of  his  family.  Our  subject 
is  the  oldest  of  the  four  children  born  to  W.  R. 
and  Maria  E.  (Clay)  Colcord,  the  others  being 
William  and  Harvey,  both  ranchmen  of  Gila 
county,  Ariz.;  and  Mrs.  Maria  L.  Griffith,  of 
Denver,  Colo. 

In  1866  Charles  F.  Colcord  removed  with  the 
family  to  Louisiana,  and  three  years  later  to 
Texas,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  ranch,  being  practically  reared  on  a 
bronco.  In  May,  1876,  he  came  to  what  is  now 
Oklahoma  (then  public  domain)  and  located  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  northwest  of  Oklahoma 
City,  having  his  camp  as  a cattleman  at  a large 
spring  at  the  head  of  Salt  Plains,  on  the  Cimar- 
ron river.  Colcord  Spring  was  named  in  his 
honor.  He  was  then  manager  of  the  Jug  outfit. 
Mr.Colcord’s  first  permanent  camp  in  Comanche 
county  was  just  across  the  line  from  Kansas, 
and  he  had  charge  of  about  thirty-five  hundred 
head  of  cattle.  In  1877  he  assisted  in  organizing 
the  Comanche  Pool,  which  owned  between  fifty- 
eight  and  sixty  thousand  head  of  cattle. 

Mr.  Colcord  and  his  father  owned  a ranch  in 
Kingman  county,  Ivans.,  where  they  kept  over 
three  hundred  thoroughbred  Shorthorn  cows 
and  some  fine  bulls  brought  from  Kentucky. 
They  also  had  a herd  of  Polled-Angus  cattle 
upon  their  ranch,  and  were  among  the  first  cat- 
tlemen in  what  is  now  Oklahoma.  After  the 
Comanche  Pool  was  disbanded,  in  1SS5,  our 
subject  went  to  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  where  he  was 
general  manager  of  the  Arizona  Land  & Cattle 
Company  for  three  years.  In  1888  he  located  on 
his  own  ranch  in  Barber  county,  Ivans.,  which 
he  had  owned  for  several  years,  and  which  con- 
sisted of  twelve  thousand  acres. 

On  disposing  of  his  cattle  business  in  1889, 
Mr.  Colcord  came  to  Oklahoma  City,  and  bv 
[Mayor  Beal  was  appointed  the  first  chief  of  po- 
lice. which  proved  a very  trying  position  the 
first  two  years.  He  was  appointed  depute 
United  States  marshal  by  R.  T.  Walker,  then 
United  States  marshal  here,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1890  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  sheriff  of 
Oklahoma  county.  Although  there  were  thir- 
teen candidates  against  him,  he  was  nominated 
on  the  first  ballot,  and  the  nomination  was  then 
made  unanimous.  As  the  Democratic  candidate 
he  ran  against  C.  Id.  Ford,  Republican,  and 
George  Thornton,  independent,  and  was  elected 
by  a good  vote.  He  assumed  the  duties  of  the 
office  in  January,  1891,  and  served  until  January, 
1893.  At  the  next  election  the  Republicans 
planned  his  overthrow  by  pasting  the  Populist 
candidate’s  name  on  their  ticket:  however,  he 
lacked  only  one  hundred  and  fortv-one  votes  of 
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securing  a'Cctory.  In  1893  lie  took  the  govern- 
ment cont  act  to  guard  and  feed  the  prisoners 
in  the  United  States  jail,  and  kept  it  for  nearly 
four  years,  under  United  States  Marshals 
Crimes,  Nix  and  Nogle. 

In  the  meantime,  when  the  new  strip  of  ter- 
ritory was  opened  for  settlement,  in  September, 
1893,  he  located  near  Perry,  where  he  established 
what  was  known  as  the  Kentucky  stock  farm, 
and  turned  his  attention  to  raising  standard- 
bred  horses  and  Shorthorn  cattle,  having  about 
one  thousand  acres  in  his  ranch.  While  residing 
there  he  served  as  deputy  United  States  marshal 
in  charge  of  the  fourth  district  at  the  head  of 
fifteen  men.  In  June,  1899,  he  returned  to  Okla- 
homa City,  and  has  since  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business.  He  built  the  Colcord  block,  50X 
100  feet,  on  Broadway,  also  owns  three  other 
business  blocks  on  Main  street,  and  several  resi- 
dences in  the  city,  and  is  interested  in  the  State 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  a director.  I11 
January,'  1900,  the  firm  of  Colcord,  Galbreth  & 
Shelley  was  formed,  and  they  are  now  doing  a 
large  real-estate,  loan  and  insurance  business, 
with  office  in  the  postoffice  block. 

In  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  Air.  Colcord  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie  Scoresby,  a native 
of  Ellenville,  Ulster  county.  X.  Y..  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  T.  S.  Scoresby.  an  Episcopal  minis- 
ter, who  died  in  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  in  1899.  By 
this  union  have  been  born  six  children,  namely: 
Ray,  Charles  F.,  Jr.,  Marguerite,  Caroline,  Sid- 
ney and  Flattie. 

Fraternally,  Air.  Colcord  is  a member  of  Okla- 
homa Lodge  No.  3.  A.  F.  & A.  M. : Cyrus  Chap- 
ter No.  7,  R.  A.  M.;  Oklahoma  Conunanderv 
No.  2.  K.  T. : and  India  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  A*.  M. 
S.,  thirty-second  degree  Scottish  Rite.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Always 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  he  is  deeply 
interested  in  public  affairs  and  the  good  of  the 
community  where  he  resides.  He  is  genial, 
courteous,  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  of 
commendable  public  spirit. 


LOCUS  A.  FAUBIOX.  It  appears  to  have 
been  the  lot  of  a great  proportion  of  the 
sons  of  America  that  they  should  win  suc- 
cess by  the  hardest  effort,  and,  step  bv  step, 
advance  to  a position  of  affluence  and  honor. 
How  many  have  and  are  gallantly  fighting  for 
education  and  a livelihood,  conquering  each  dif- 
ficulty and  earnestly  hoping  to  reach  the  goal  set 
before  them!  The  life  history  of  Louis  A.  Fau- 
bion  possesses  numerous  points  of  similarity 
with  the  great  masses  of  his  brother-men,  for 
whom  he  maintains  a sincere  sympathy  and  kind- 
liness. 

Both  of  the  grandfathers  of  our  subject  were 


pioneers  of  Indiana,  and  both  crossed  the  plains 
and  sought  fortunes  in  California,  taking  six 
months  or  thereabouts  in  making  the  journev 
now  made  in  less  days.  They  were  known  as 
“forty-niners,”  and  shared  the  hardships  which 
led  to  the  opening  up  of  the  Pacific  coast  and 
the  great  western  states.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  of  French  descent,  and,  like  many 
of  his  ancestral  people,  he  possessed  the  spirit  of 
adventure  and  enterprise  which  have  been  instru- 
mental in  the  civilization  of  this  great  republic. 
At  an  early  day  he  removed  from  Indiana  to 
Winchester,  Jefferson  county,  Ivans.,  where  he 
carried  on  a farm  until  his  death.  Washington 
Bridges,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, also  was  one  of  the  Indianaians  who  as- 
sisted in  the  upbuilding  of  the  west,  and  for  years 
he  lived  upon  a farm  in  Missouri. 

The  parents  of  L.  A.  Faubion  were  Noah  and 
Sarah  (Bridges)  Faubion,  natives  of  Tennessee 
and  Missouri,  respectively.  The  former  departed 
this  life  thirty  years  ago,  when  he  was  forty  years 
of  age,  but  his  widow  is  yet  living,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Topeka,  Kans.  In  his  young  man- 
hood he  went  to  Clay  county,  Mo.,  where  he 
married  and  commenced  his  domestic  life  on  a 
farm.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  served  under  the  leader- 
ship of  General  Price.  Later  he  settled  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Winchester,  Ivans.,  where  he 
became  an  extensive  land-owner,  and  subse- 
quently he  was  at  the  head  of  a milling  and  lum- 
ber business  at  ATeosho.  Kans.,  also  operating-  a 
farm  in  that  vicinity. 

Born  October  12,  1866,  Air.  L.  A.  Faubion  is 
one  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased, namely:  Maggie,  Lizzie  and  Frank.  His 
sisters,  Alary  Eliza  and  Agnes,  live  in  Topeka. 
Kans.,  while  Ella  is  in  California.  For  some 
time  our  subject  lived  at  his  birthplace,  ten  miles 
north  of  Kansas  City,  in  Clay  county,  Mo.,  and 
was  but  four  years  old  when  death  deprived  lr’m 
of  a father's  love  and  care.  He  lived  at  Neosho 
and  Olathe,  and  had  limited  school  advantages, 
as  at  thirteen  he  commenced  running  as  a news- 
boy on  the  F'ort  Scott  & Gulf  Railroad,  and 
only  at  intervals  thereafter  attended  school.  He 
pursued  his  studies  for  a brief  period  at  Plum 
Grove,  Kans.,  and  at  sixteen  years  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Cireleville,  same 
state,  devoting  three  years  to  that  enterprise. 
Going  to  Topeka,  lie  then  entered  the  street 
railway  service,  and  continued  with  the  corpora- 
tion as  a conductor  after  the  old  horse-car  sys- 
tem had  been  changed  to  the  modern  electric 
regime.  Indeed,  lie  was  one  of  the  first  con- 
ductors employed  on  United  States  electric  lines, 
and  it  was  not  until  1803  that  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa to  make  a change  in  his  vocation. 

For  about  three  vears  Mr.  Faubion  was  cn- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


481 


in  get. oral  farming;  upon  the  quarter  sec- 
...,n  of  land  which  he  owns  in  section  6,  township 
range  7 west,  Garfield  county,  and  to  this 
property  he  subsequently  added  an  adjoining 
quarter  section,  thus  increasing  the  dimensions 
the  place  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
I he  farm  is  especially  desirable  owing  to  the  fact 
that  Clear  creek  furnishes  an  abundance  of  run- 
ning water.  The  land  is  fertile  and  well-im- 
proved, and  is  considered  one  of  the  choicest 
pieces  of  property  in  this  county.  In  1896  Mr. 
I'aubion  opened  a meat  market  and  feed  store 
in  Enid,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  square, 
and  since  that  time  has  added  a stock  of  gro- 
ceries. He  occupies  two  stores  at  the  corner  of 
Grand  avenue  and  Monroe,  and  owns  a slaugh- 
ter-house, situated  about  a mile  and  a half  from 
the  city. 

Mr.  I'aubion  has  a pleasant  home  and  family. 
1 1 is  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Washington,  a na- 
tive of  Jackson  county,  Kans.,  took  place  in 
Topeka,  Kans.,  March  16.  1893.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Beryl  and  Mu- 
riel. Fraternally  Mr.  Faubion  is  a member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  order  and  belongs  to  the  En- 
campment. In  political  matters  he  uses  his 
franchise  in  favor  of  Democratic  nominees  and 
principles. 


Frank  j.  feger.  Few  of  our  foreign- 

born  citizens  are  better  entitled  to  an  hon- 
ored place  beneath  the  stars  and  stripes  than 
I rank  J.  Feger.  who  devoted  four  years  of  his 
early  manhood  to  the  defense  of  the  Union,  and 
• in  scores  of  battle-fields  proved  his  love  for  the 
land  of  his  adoption.  His  history  is  unusually 
interesting,  and  his  hosts  of  friends  in  Garfield 
■'"iinty  and  elsewhere  will  lveartilv  endorse  this 
little  tribute  to  his  worth  and  ability. 

I lie  cares  and  serious  troubles  of  life  fell  upon 
<>ur  subject  when  he  was  at  a tender  age,  but, 
i’ll  rare  devotion  and  heroism,  he  proved  him- 
->  If  equal  to  fortune's  vicissitudes.  He  comes  of 
a sturdy  race,  whose  motto  might  well  have 
been  "l  on.quer  or  Die,"  for  he  and  his  fore- 
father'- were  ever  ready  to  offer  their  live-  on  the 
altar  of  their  principles.  Ill's  paternal  grand- 
tat  ' er,  Lawrence  Feger.  fought  under  the  lead- 
< tUiip  of  the  great  Napoleon,  and  went  on  the 
Lug  and  disastrous  march  to  Moscow.  He  was 
b e owner  of  large  estates  in  the  vicinity  of 
oarlsruhe.  Baden.  Germany,  and  there  his  son. 
■‘  >vr  I.,  father  of  our  subject,  and  tiie  latter 
"ere  born.  Peter  J.  Feger  was  a man  of 
prominence  in  his  community,  and  for  many 
'■ear-,  represented  his  people  in  the  German 
'yichstag,  holding  an  office  equivalent  to  that 
a member  of  congress  of  the  United  States, 
•"deed,  he  was  yet  occupying  that  honorable 


position  at  the  time  of  his  death,  when  he  was 
seventy-five  years  old.  He  owed  his  long  life  to 
his  son,  Frank  J.,  for,  when  the  Revolution  of 
1848  was  in  progress,  he  joined  the  party  of 
patriots  who  were  endeavoring  to  throw  off  what 
they  deemed  to  be  an  oppressive  yoke,  and  when 
the  government  gained  the  mastery  Mr.  Feger 
was  arrested  and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  His  little 
son  Frank,  then  a lari  of  about  ten  years,  circu- 
lated a petition  and  worked  so  hard  and  earn- 
estly on  behalf  of  his  unfortunate  father  that  he 
finally  secured  his  release,  though  his  property 
was  confiscated.  The  father,  though  thus  han- 
dicapped in  life’s  race,  bravely  took  up  his  bur- 
dens again,  and  by  intrinsic  ability,  rose,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  to  a position  of  honor  in  his 
community;  nor  was  he  without  influence  in  the 
councils  of  his  country.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Francisco  Cipher,  was  a daughter  of 
Lawrence  Cipher,  a farmer  near  Karlsruhe,  Ba- 
den. She  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine,  her  death  occurring  in  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.  Two  of  her  six  children  arc  deceased, 
and  our  subject  is  the  only  son. 

The  birth  of  Frank  J.  Feger  took  place  March 
15,  1839,  in  Karlsruhe.  Germany,  and,  strange  to 
relate,  the  feeling  and  party  strife  which  was  so 
prevalent  in  Baden  about  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution ran  so  high  that  the  lad  was  under  great 
censure  by  many  of  the  people  because  he  had 
secured  his  father's  pardon.  He  was  a youth  of 
spirit,  it  is  needless  to  say,  and  when  he  was  only 
thirteen  years  old  he  determined  to  cast  in  his 
lot  with  the  great  republic  across  the  sea,  where 
the  right  of  men  to  "life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness"  is' unquestioned.  Leaving  Havre 
for  New  Orleans,  La.,  in  1852,  in  a sailing  ves- 
sel, “The  Statesman,"  he  reached  his  destination 
after  a voyage  of  eighty-two  days.  Then  he 
proceeded  up  the  "Father  of  Waters"  to  Ste. 
Genevieve.  Mo.,  and  for  four  years  worked  in- 
dustriously on  farms,  in  the  meantime  attending 
school  during  the  winter  terms.  In  1S56  he  went 
to  St.  Louis,  and,  having  learned  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith,  followed  his  calling  in  different 
states  for  a few  years. 

September  1.  1861.  Mr.  Feger,  then  only 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  volunteered  in  Com- 
panv  G.  Ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  as  a private  at  St.  Louis 
Arsenal.  Sent  into  the  Iron  Mountain  region  in 
Missouri,  he  was  under  the  leadership  of  General 
Grant,  then  colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Illinois. 
In  1863  the  remnant  of  his  regiment  was  placed 
in  other  organizations,  and  Mr.  Feger  and  many 
of  his  comrades  were  transferred  into  Company 
G.  Fit’iv-ninth  Illinois  Infantry.  The  limits  of 
this  sketch,  will  not  permit  a detailed  account  of 
the  almost  innumerable  engagements  and  im- 
portant campaigns  in  which  the  young  man  took 
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part,  bu  the  mere  mention  of  some  of  them  will 
carry  a thrill  of  reminiscence  to  the  minds  of 
many  of  the  veterans  of  the  war.  One  of  iiis  first 
experiences  as  a soldier  was  at  the  skirmish  of 
Boonville,  Mo.,  and  then  followed  those  of  Ot- 
terville  and  Springfield,  Mo.;  Pea  Ridge,  Cape 
Girardeau,  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  Iuka, 
Holly  Springs,  Florence  (Ala.),  Lawrenceburg, 
Murfreesboro,  Nashville,  Louisville,  Perryville, 
Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Dallas,  Re- 
saca,  Hoover’s  Gap,  Tullahoma,  Lost  Mountain, 
Big  Shanty,  Pine  Knob,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Buz- 
zards’ Roost,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  the  siege  of 
Atlanta  and  Jonesboro,  Franklin  and  Nashville. 
At  Lookout  Mountain,  in  the  “battle  above  the 
clouds,”  Mr.  Feger  was  the  young  man  who 
enthusiastically  started  the  famous  song,  “Rally 
Round  the  Flag,  Boys,”  and  the  inspiring  strains 
were  taken  up  by  the  entire  Union  army,  from 
Lookout  Mountain  to  Orchard  Knob.  During 
the  singing,  which  the  forces  can  never  forget, 
Mr.  Feger  received  a flesh  wound  in  the  neck, 
and,  though  temporarily  disabled,  the  part  which 
he  had  played  that  day  undoubtedly  was  instru- 
mental in  the  achievement  of  victory  and  peace. 
His  long  four  years  of  active  service  was  termi- 
nated in  September,  1865.'  when  he  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  had  been 
commissioned  lieutenant  of  his  company  by  Gov- 
erno.r  Yates,  but  did  not  serve  as  such,  being  in 
the  ranks  throughout  the  war. 

When  his  country  no  longer  needed  him  Mr. 
Feger  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  engaged  in 
merchandising  there  until  1867,  when  he  settled 
upon  a farm  in  Center  township,  near  Marys- 
ville, Marshall  county,  Ivans.  For  over  a quar- 
ter of  a century  he  was  an  industrious,  respected 
agriculturist  of  that  community,  for  fifteen  years 
serving  on  the  local  school  board  and  for  a pe- 
riod acting  as  its  president,  and  also  being  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  four  years.  Since  Octo- 
ber, 1897,  he  has  been  a resident  of  Garfield 
county,  Okla.,  and  for  five  years  he  conducted 
a farm  situated  twenty-two  miles  east  of  Enid, 
the  county-seat.  He  made  valuable  improve- 
ments and  developed  his  land  into  a model  farm. 
A favorable  opportunity  presenting  itself,  he 
sold  the  homestead  December  17,  1898,  and  re- 
moved to  Enid,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Here  he  bought  the  business  of  William  Nick, 
one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  the  city,  and  is 
carrying  on  a good  trade.  He  is  a dealer  in 
agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  repre- 
senting well  known  firms  of  Milwaukee,  M is., 
and  other  cities,  and  having  a full  line  of  Buck- 
eye mowing  machines  and  binders,  Schuttler 
wagons  and  Bradley's  implements.  lie  belongs 
to  the  Kansas  City  Implement  Dealers’  Associ- 
ation and  is  rapidly  extending  his  business  in 
this  locality. 


In  1866,  in  New  York  City,  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Feger  and  Miss  Emma  Seeler,  a native  of 
Saxony,  Germany,  was  solemnized.  They  have 
the  following  named  children  now  living:  Louis, 
who  is  employed  by  the  Buckeye  Machinerv 
Company,  and  makes  his  home  in  Enid;  Mrs. 
Mary  Barrett,  of  Perry,  Okla.;  Otto,  who  is  the 
local  agent  for  a Milwaukee  business  house,  his 
home  also  being  in  this  city;  Charles,  a farmer  of 
Otto  township,  Garfield  county;  Frank  T.,  Jr., 
who  is  in  business  with  his  father;  and  Emma, 
who  is  at  home. 

Politically  Air.  Feger  is  a Democrat,  and  for 
two  years  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  under 
James  Bishop.  He  is  a member  of  Blue  Lodge 
No.  19,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Enid,  the  Odd  Fellows 
order,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
Woodmen  of  America,  and  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men. 


S'S.  DANIELS  is  entitled  to  the  distinction 
. of  being  the  largest,  oldest  and  first  furni- 
ture dealer  on  the  scene  at  Enid.  His  suc- 
cess has  been  uninterrupted  from  the  time  when, 
at  the  opening  of  the  strip  in  1893,  he  brought 
a wagon-load  of  furniture  into  the  town  and  be- 
gan operations  from  the  circumscribed  limita- 
tions of  a tent.  In  1895  he  broadened  his  busi- 
ness by  engaging  in  the  work  of  undertaking, 
and  at  the  present  time  his  combined  enterprises 
are  carried  on  at  the  store  on  Independence  ave- 
nue, the  undertaking  department  being  located 
on  the  second  floor.  Formerly  the  business  was 
conducted  on  Broadway.  As  an  aid  to  the  per- 
fection of  his  undertaking  knowledge  Mr.  Dan- 
iels studied  the  art  of  embalming,  and  graduated 
in  the  same.  He  receives  the  patronage  of  the 
majority  in  Enid,  and  has  by  far  the  largest  es- 
tablishment of  its  kind  and  the  most  correct  ap- 
pointments. 

The  Daniels  family  is  of  French  descent.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  William,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, w here  he  continued  to  be  a farmer  during 
the  years  of  his  usefulness.  His  son,  Madison, 
the  father  of  S.  S.,  was  born  near  Beverly,  W. 
\ a.,  and  is  at  the  present  time  living'  on  the  farm 
adjacent  to  that  owned  by  his  father,  upon  which 
he  settled  when  a young  man.  Pie  is  ninety-three 
years  old.  His  wife,  Ellen  (Skidmore)  Daniels, 
came  from  Hardy  county,  W.  Ya.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Skidmore,  a farmer  of  that 
section.  Mrs.  Daniels  died  when  her  son  S.  S. 
was  twelve  years  old.  She  was  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  S.  S.  being 
the  second  youngest  and  the  only  one  in  Okla- 
homa. He  was  born  January  5,  1855,  and  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  entered  into  the 
pleasures  and  duties  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
average  country-bred  boy,  at  the  same  time 
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availin  f himself  of  the  opportunities  offered  at 
the  dis  rict  schools.  The  elder  Daniels  was  also 
engaged  in  running  a flour  mill  located  on  Files 
creek,  and  his  son  in  time  became  a practical 
miller  and  undertook  the  care  and  management 
of  the  mill.  August  19,  1880,  he  went  to  Dan- 
ville, 111.,  and  for  five  years  engaged  in  the  furni- 
ture business  there,  continuing  the  same  line  of 
occupation  in  Wichita,  Ivans.,  until  the  opening 
of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  strip  in  1893. 

In  West  Virginia  Mr.  Daniels  married  Hes- 
ter E.  Crouch,  a native  of  Virginia.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  this  couple,  Ernest 
H.,  Forest  Edgar,  Rebecca  Ellen  and  Delace, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Mr.  Dan- 
iels is  variously  associated  with  the  affairs  of  his 
towny  and  has  evinced  his  enterprise  and  public- 
spirited  interest  in  numerous  ways.  In  national 
politics  he  is  associated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  never  entertained  political  aspira- 
tions. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Uniform  Rank.  He  is  a charter  member  and 
vice-president  of  the  Funeral  Directors’  Asso- 
ciation of  Oklahoma.  In  1899  he  took  as  a part- 
ner V.  E.  Kirven,  since  which  the  business  has 
been  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Enid 
Furniture  Company. 


HENRY  SCHAFER,  who  has  made  El  Reno 
his  home  since  1890,  was  born  in  Lippe- 
Detmold,  Germany,  February  12,  1869,  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Wilhelmina  (Heismann)  Scha- 
fer, also  natives  of  Lippe-Detmold.  His  father, 
the  son  of  Conrad  Schafer,  a contractor  and  ' 
builder,  at  an  early  age  acquired  a thorough 
knowledge  of  that  occupation,  which  he  followed 
throughout  life.  He  married  a daughter  of  Simon 
Heismann,  a stone  cutter  and  builder.  Both 
were  faithful  Lutherans.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are 
living  but  one  son. 

When  Henry  Schafer  was  a child  of  six  years 
his  father  died.  In  1879  he  accompanied  his 
mother  and  stepfather  to  America  and  settled 
with  them  at  Lecompton,  Douglas  county, 
Ivans.,  where  his  mother  died  in  1884.  He  then 
worked  on  a farm  for  his  guardian  at  Deer 
Creek,  the  same  county,  for  two  and  one-half 
years,  after  which  he  worked  for  a Mr.  Young 
near  Lecompton.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he  came 
to  Oklahoma  and  settled  in  El  Reno.  Two  years 
later  he  took  a claim  in  the  Chicago  & Rock 
Island  country,  five  miles  southwest  of  El  Reno, 
and  this  land  he  operated  for  nine  months,  after 
which  he  sold  it.  In  December,  1893,  he  started 
in  business  on  Bickford  and  Russell  streets, 
where  lie  has  since  carried  on  a large  wholesale 
and  retail  liquor  trade.  In  April,  1899,  he  be- 
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came  agent  for  the  Pabst  Brewing  Company, 
whom  lie  has  since  represented  at  this  point.  lie 
has  a large  storage  house,  with  a capacity  of 
three  cars.  In  addition  he  is  a stockholder  in 
the  El  Reno  Compress  Company,  of  which  he  is 
now  vice-president  and  a director.  He  owns  the 
district  court  building,  which  is  two  stories  high 
and  50x108  feet  in  dimensions.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Territorial  Liquor  Dealers  Association. 

In  El  Reno  Mr.  Schafer  married  Miss  Mar- 
gareta  Paulsen,  who  was  born  in  Schleswig- 
Holstein,  and  at  nine  years  of  age  accompanied 
her  parents  to  America,  settling  with  them  first 
in  Nebraska  and  later  in  Norton  county,  Ivans., 
thence  coming  to  El  Reno  in  1S93.  Mr.  Schafer 
has  one  child,  Harry.  Politically  he  is  a Demo- 
crat; in  religion,  a Lutheran;  and  fraternally,  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  7,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  El  Reno; 
Red  Cloud  Tribe  No.  3,  I.  O.  R.  M.;  and  the 
Sons  of  Herman,  of  which  he  has  been  vice- 
president. 


JAMES  FENLON,  now  serving  as  a member 
of  the  city  council  of  Enid,  has  held  numer- 
ous responsible  public  positions  in  the  past, 
and  has  acquitted  himself  with  great  credit  in 
every  instance.  He  is  very  popular  in  Demo- 
cratic circles,  and  neglects  no  opportunity  of 
advancing  the  interests  of  his  party.  In  1898  he 
was  elected  to  represent  the  first  ward  of  this 
city  in  the  council,  and  has  since  been  a member 
of  several  committees,  among  others,  those  hav- 
ing in  charge  streets  and  alleys,  finances  and 
light  and  water.  From  18S2  to  1888  he  served  in 
the  capacity  of  sheriff  of  Butler  county,  Neb., 
being  elected  for  three  successive  terms,  a fact 
which,  in  itself,  speaks  well  for  his  efficiencv  and 
the  appreciation  of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  the 
spring  of  1893,  when  he  was  a resident  of  King- 
fisher county,  Okla.,  he  was  appointed  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Watonga  township  board,  and  served 
with  that  body  of  officials  until  he  changed  his 
home. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were 
natives  of  Ireland.  His  father,  Nicholas  Fenlon. 
was  born  in  Carlo,  Ireland,  and  was  a lad  of 
twelve  years  when  he  accompanied  his  father, 
Patrick  Fenlon,  to  America.  They  settled  in 
Laona  township.  Winnebago  countv,  111.,  as 
early  as  1835,  thus  becoming  pioneers  of  that 
sparsely  populated  region.  Thev  operated  farms 
situated  on  Sugar  river,  and  gradually  accumu- 
lated considerable"  property,  being  accounted 
wealthy  at  that  period.  Nicholas  Fenlon  was 
one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the  vicin- 
ity, and  was  known  far  and  near.  In  1870  he  re- 
moved to  David  City,  Butler  countv,  Neb., 
where  he  owned  and  managed  a large  farm  until 
shortly  before  his  death,  which  event  occurred 
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in  1892.  lie  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who  resides 
in  Nebraska.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Kcrgan,  and  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
whence  sl.e  removed  to  Stephenson  county.  111  ., 
with  her  parents,  locating  in  Rock  Grove  town- 
ship. Of  her  thirteen  children,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  are  living,  most  of  them  making  their 
homes  in  Nebraska. 

Born  April  10,  1856,  on  his  father’s  farm,  near 
Rockford,  111.,  James  Fenlon  learned  the  details 
of  agriculture  in  his  youth,  and  became  strong 
and  vigorous  in  mind  and  body.  In  1S70  he 
went  to  Nebraska,  and  at  eighteen  commenced 
learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade  at  David  City, 
which  calling  he  followed  for  several  years  there. 
After  the  years  which  he  devoted  to  the  public 
as  a sheriff  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  agri- 
cultural implement  business,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1893  came  to  this  territory.  He  remained  a 
few  months  only  in  Kingfisher  county,  and  on 
September  16  came  to  Enid.  Locating  a claim 
to  which  other  persons  apparently  were  deemed 
to  have  a better  right,  he  lost  the  property,  and 
soon  established  a blacksmith  shop  in  Enid. 
Here  he  has  had  plenty  of  employment  and  gives 
special  attention  to  the  wagon  and  carriage 
business,  which  he  conducts  in  connection  with 
his  smithy. 

In  David  City  Mr.  Fenlon  married  Miss  Helen 
Cavanaugh,  who  died  in  1891.  The  only  son  of 
this  estimable  couple,  Ray,  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years,  and  their  only  daughter,  Katie,  is  in 
her  twelfth  year  and  is  her  father’s  pride  and 
companion. 


NDREW  WILLIAM  GILLESPIE,  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gillespie  Brothers, 
of  Enid,  is  an  enterprising-  young  business 
man  of  this  place,  to  whose  prosperity  he  has 
materially  contributed.  He  is  a native  of  Cam- 
bria county,  Pa.,  born  in  1863.  His  father,  An- 
drew' Gillespie,  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Federal  army.  Ids  sendee  for  the  Union  being 
with  Company  C,  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania 
Infantry.  He  was  employed  by  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Central  Railroad  Company  for  many  years, 
but  in  1877  came  to  the  west,  and  for  three  rears 
engaged  in  farming  in  Guthrie  and  Audubon 
counties,  Iowa.  In  1880  he  located  in  Thomas 
county,  Kans.,  where  he  conducted  a livery  busi- 
ness until  recently,  then  retiring  and  coming  to 
Enid,  where  he  is  making  his  home.  lie  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  has  loyally  supported  the  rights  and 
institutions  of  his  countrv  in  peace  and  in  war. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Marv  Gillen, 
also  is  living,  and  six  of  their  nine  children  sur- 
vive. Edward  is  a resident  of  Geary,  Okla.: 
Hugh  lives  in  Durango,  Colo.;  Annie  in  Helena, 


Mont.;  Alice  in  Enid;  and  Andrew  W.  and  John 
W.  are  in  partnership  in  Enid. 

In  his  boyhood  A.  W.  Gillespie  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state 
and  Iowa.  In  1880  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Thomas  county,  Kans.,  and  there  he  embarked 
in  the  live  stock  business.  Four  years  afterward 
he  and  his  brother,  J.  W.,  went  to  Denver,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a conductor  on  the  cable 
street  car  lines  for  a period.  When  Garfield 
county  was  opened  they  came  to  Enid  on  a train 
and  purchased  some  lots  in  the  town.  Since 
that  time  they  have  dealt  in  real  estate  and  have 
erected  both  residences  and  business  blocks. 
They  built  the  first  cotton-gin  in  the  strip,  and 
are  still  managing  it,  having  increased  its  capac- 
ity to  meet  the  requirements  of  their  extensive 
business.  The  growing  of  cotton  is  rapidly  be- 
coming widespread  in  Garfield  county,  and  is  a 
source  of  great  wealth  to  this  locality.  Broom 
corn  is  another  gold  mine,  as  it  might  be  termed, 
and  the  brothers  deal  in  this  product  also,  ship- 
ping to  many  points  in  the  east  and  west.  Per- 
sonally, our  subject  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres 
of  land,  adjoining  Enid  on  the  north,  and  here 
he  has  built  one  of  the  finest  modern  residences 
in  the  city.  Pie  pays  considerable  attention  to 
the  management  of  his  farm  and  raises  a high 
grade  of  Hereford  cattle  and  hogs. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gillespie  and  Miss  An- 
nie Dolan  took  place  in  Enid  in  1898.  She  is  a 
native  of  Genoa,  Neb.,  and  by  her  marriage  is 
the  mother  of  two  sons,  named,  respectively, 
Dewey  and  John. 

Like  many  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
'Enid,  Mr.  Gillespie  has  given  his  influence  to 
the  Garfield  County  Fair  Association,  and  is 
connected  with  the  Enid  Commercial  Club,  of 
the  latter  being  a charter  member.  He  is  an 
Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  Enid  Lodge  No.  19, 
of  which  he  is  past  noble  grand,  and  he  also  is  a 
member  of  the  Encampment.  In  national  poli- 
tics he  is  a stanch  friend  to  the  Republican  party. 


JUDGE  GEORGE  S.  GREEN.  One  of 
Guthrie's  most  distinguished  citizens  is 
Judge  George  S.  Green,  whose  career  at  the 
bar  has 'been  of  exceptional  honor  and  achieve- 
ment, and  who,  in  the  field  of  statesmanship,  no 
less  than  on  scores  of  southern  battle-fields, 
proved  his  patriotism  and  valor  and  his  devotion 
to  his  country’s  welfare.  A review  of  his  historv 
cannot  fail  to  interest  his  numerous  friends  and 
admirers,  and  his  example  is  well  worthy  of  be- 
ing emulated  by  the  rising  generation. 

In  the  person  of  Judge  Green  two  old  and 
honored  families,  one  of  the  north  and  the  other 
of  the  south,  arc  united.  His  grandfather,  Ne- 
hemiah  Green,  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  came 
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of  one  of  the  , long-established  families  in  that 
state,  while  Lie  maternal  grandfather,  William 
Fisher,  of  Virginia,  represented  a respected  old 
family  of  that  locality.  The  former,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  f8i2,  became  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Washington  county.  Pa.,  and 
later  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  died.  The 
maternal  grandfather  also  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  the  Buckeye  state,  his  home  being  near 
Chillicothe,  Ross  county,  and  death  overtook 
him  in  Logan  county,  Ohio. 

The  parents  of  the  Judge  were  Shepherd  and 
Mary  (Fisher)  Green,  the  former  a native  of 
Washington  county.  Pa.,  ami  the  latter  of  the 
neighborhood  of  Fairfax  Courthouse,  \ a.  At 
an  early  day  Mr.  Green  engaged  in  clearing  and 
developing  a farm  near  Kenton,  Ohio,  and  he 
died  when  in  his  seventy-third  year,  near  Belle- 
fontaine,  same  state.  The  wife  and  mother  de- 
parted this  life  near  East  Liberty,  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  forty-five  years.  Of  their  nine  children, 
who  attained  maturity,  only  two  survive.  Five 
of  the  sons  served  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  one  of  the  number  was  called  upon  to 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  country.  Dr.  William 
F.  Green,  now  a resident  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
was  a surgeon  of  the  First  East  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry. Lewis  F.  Green,  who  was  a captain  of 
Company  B,  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteers,  later 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  died  in  Texas.  Ne- 
hemiah  Green,  who  served  as  a first  lieutenant  of 
Company  B of  the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  later  was  sergeant-major  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-fourth  Ohio,  subsequently,  in 
1866,  became  lieutenant-governor  of  Kansas,  in 
which  state  his  death  took  place  in  1890.  Shep- 
herd Green,  who  was  captain  of  the  Forty-ninth 
Ohio,  was  killed  at  Duck  River,  Tenn.,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1864. 

Judge  George  S.  Green,  whose  birth  occurred 
near  Kenton,  Ohio,  December  16,  1845,  'vas'  con- 
sequently, only  fifteen  and  a half  years  old  when, 
in  August.  1861.  he  enlisted  to  defend  the  Union. 
He  was  mustered  into  Company  C,  Seventeenth 
Ohio  Volunteers,  at  Camp  Dennison  September 
12,  and  was  not  mustered  out  of  the  service  until 
July,  1865,  when  his  countrv  no  longer  needed 
the  youthful  patriot.  His  army  life,  which  in- 
cluded some  of  the  most  important  military  cam- 
paigns, was  borne  with  a bravery  and  courage 
which  inspired  every  one  associated  with  him, 
and  the  mere  mention  of  some  of  the  great  and 
hard-fought  battles  in  which  he  took  part  indi- 
cates his  hardihood  and  fidelity.  They  arc  as 
follows:  Wildcat  (Ky.),  Mill  Springs,  Shiloh, 
Corinth,  Perry ville,  Stone  River,  Hoover's  Gap, 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Resaca.  Dal- 
las, Big  Shantv,  Kenesaw,  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Lovejoy  Station,  Waynes- 
boro, McAllister,  Bentonvillc,  Goldsboro,  the 


taking  of  Raleigh  and  the  march  to  Richmond. 
Finally  he  veteranized,  and  at  Washington,  when 
the  war  was  over,  he  participated  in  the  Grand 
Review — one  of  the  most  thrilling  spectacles 
this  land  has  ever  witnessed.  , 

Returning  to  the  home  of  his  boyhood, 
George  S.  Green  resumed  the  interrupted  studies 
and  routine  of  life  he  had  pursued  prior  to  the 
war.  Entering  the  Ohio  University  at  Athens, 
the  oldest  institution  of  learning  west  of  the  Al- 
leghenies, he  remained  there  until  he  reached 
his  junior  year,  when  he  came  to  the  West  to 
earn  his  own  livelihood.  It  was  in  1867  that  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  with  fudge  James 
Humphrey,  of  Manhattan,  Ivans.,  and  in  March, 
1870.  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  opened  an 
office.  For  twenty  years  he  was  actively  engaged 
in  practice  in  Manhattan,  and  in  the  meanwhile, 
from  1870  to  1873,  served  as  county  attorney. 
His  genius  was  recognized  early  in  his  career, 
and  in  1881  he  was  elected  as  a representative  to 
the  Kansas  legislature,  where  he  served  the  peo- 
ple for  four  years,  and  then  was  further  honored 
by  them,  as  he  was  their  choice  for  state  senator 
in  1885,  and  was  a member  of  the  higher  house 
until  1889.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  associate 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state,  by  Gov- 
ernor L.  U.  Flumphrev,  and  acted  as  such  until 
March,  1893.  During  this  period  he  also  occu- 
pied a position  in  the  faculty  of  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Kansas. 

When  he  resigned  the  duties  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1893,  Judge 
Green  came  to  Guthrie  and  embarked  in  prac- 
tice. Here,  as  elsewhere,  he  enjoys  an  enviable 
reputation  in  his  profession,  and  has  manifested 
great  interest  in  local  improvement.  He  is  con- 
nected with  the  great  railroad  enterprise,  the 
Indian  Territory,  Guthrie  & Western  Railway, 
which  is  sure  to  exert  a wide  influence  on  the 
future  of  this  section  of  the  West.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Guthrie  Commercial  Club  and  the 
Territorial  Bar  Association.  In  1896  he  was 
appointed  regent  of  the  Territorial  Universitv 
by  Governor  Renfrow,  anti  held  that  office  for 
two  years.  He  owns  several  farms  in  Potta- 
watomie county,  Kans.,  and  has  made  valuable 
investments  here. 

In  fraternal  circles  the  Judge  stands  high, 
being  past  master  of  LaFayette  Lodge  No.  16, 
A.  F.  & A.  M„  of  Manhattan;  past  grand  master 
of  the  grand  lodge  of  Kansas;  past  high  priest 
of  Manhattan  Chapter  No.  14,  R.  A.  M„  and 
past  grand  high  priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Kansas.  He  also  belonged  to  Topeka  Com- 
mandery  No.  5,  K.  T..  and  now  is  affiliated  with 
Guthrie  Commandcry  No.  1,  K.  T.  For  mam- 
years  he  has  been  active  in  the  Grand  Armv  of 
the  Republic,  is  past  commander  of  the  post  at 
Manhattan,  and  in  1890  was  appointed  to  serve 
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on  General  Alger's  staff  when  the  general  was 
grand  cr  hunander  of  the  Grand  Army.  Polit- 
ically he  is  an  enthusiastic  Republican. 

Foi  a wife  Judge  Green  chose  .Miss  Nannie 
McClung,  of  Manhattan.  She  was  born  in  Ohio, 
a daughter  of  Robert  McClung,  who  settled  near 
Manhattan  in  1868.  Airs.  Green  died  in  Man- 
hattan in  March.  1894.  and  left  four  children, 
namely:  Charles  S.,  a farmer  of  Pottawatomie 
county,  Ivans.;  Helen  L.,  who  is  a graduate  of 
Bethany  College,  Topeka;  George  M.,  who  is  an 
attorney  of  Guthrie;  and  Fred  \V.,  a member  of 
the  Guthrie  high  school  class  of  iqco.  Judge 
Green  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  local 
congregation. 


FRED  LUFT.  Germany  is  continually  con- 
tributing brave  and  patriotic  citizens  to  the 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  best  she  gave 
to  us  in  1884  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  He  is  much  like  the  native-born 
American  in  this  particular,  that  he  readily 
adapts  himself  to  new  circumstances  and  sur- 
roundings, and  in  our  republic,  as  every  ob- 
server knows,  this  is  a very  important  factor  in 
success.  Fie  is  proving  himself  a worthy  citizen 
of  the  land  of  iiis  choice,  and  loyally  defends 
our  laws  and  institutions. 

William,  father  of  Fred  Luft,  was  born  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Westphalia,  for  years 
holding  the  important  position  of  weigh-master 
at  the  great  salt  works  near  the  city  of  Werl, 
Germany.  He  served  his  allotted  time  in  the 
army  in  his  early  manhood,  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  during  the  Franco-Prussian 
war  he  was  a soldier  in  the  ranks.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  when  the  latter 
was  only  eighteen  months  old.  His  brother. 
Peter,  the  only  near  relative  remaining,  is  a 
tailor  by  trade,  and  is  pursuing  his  calling  in  his 
native  city,  Werl. 

The  birth  of  Fred  Luft  occurred  August  27, 
1866,  in  the  same  city,  and  when  of  a suitable 
age  he  entered  the  public  schools,  where  he  ob- 
tained a liberal  education  in  his  mother  tongue. 
Upon  completing  the  curriculum,  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  saddler’s  trade,  and  spent  three 
years  in  mastering  the  business.  Becoming  a 
skilled  workman,  he  then  found  employment  in 
different  places  in  Westphalia,  and  finally  con- 
cluded to  try  his  fortunes  in  America.  In  No- 
vember, 1884,  he  sailed  from  his  Fatherland, 
and  soon  after  reaching  the  United  States  lo- 
cated in  St.  Louis,  where  lie  worked  at  his  trade 
for  eighteen  months.  Later  he  was  similarly 
employed  at  Hermann,  Mo.,  and  from  1887  to 
1893  carried  on  a harness  shop  of  his  own  at 
Foster,  Mo. 


On  the  iCth  of  September,  1893,  Mr.  Luft 
started  from  Hennessey,  Okla.,  and  drove  into 
this  county,  where  he  located  a claim  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  section  27,  township  24, 
range  5 west.  With  characteristic  energy,  he 
commenced  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  prop- 
erty, making  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  In  the  meantime  he  also  engaged  in 
the  harness  business  at  Enid,  and,  having  built 
a small  shop,  opened  it  for  local  trade  on  the 
morning  of  November  7,  1893.  Thus  he  is  the 
pioneer  in  his  own  department  in  Garfield 
county,  and,  indeed,  his  first  competitor  within 
its  boundaries  came  here  some  years  afterwards. 
By  excellent  workmanship  and  by  the  employ- 
ment of  good  material,  he  won  the  regard  of 
his  customers,  and  soon  built  up  a large  and 
paying  business.  When  he  considered  the  step 
advisable,  he  bought  the  building  on  Broadway 
which  he  now  occupies,  and  proceeded  to  equip 
it  in  every  particular  as  a first-class  harness  shop. 
He  makes  a specialty  of  making  heavy  and 
light  harness,  and  undoubtedly  ranks  among  the 
expert  workmen  of  the  territory. 

In  Foster,  Mo.,  Mr.  Luft  married  Miss  Mag- 
gie Pealer,  who  was  born  in  Illinois.  They  have 
five  children,  named  in  order  of  birth  as  fol- 
lows: Laura,  Lionel,  Maud,  Gladys  and  Beulah. 
Airs.  Luft  holds  her  membership  in  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  South.  In  the  spring  of 
1899  Air.  Luft  was  honored  by  election  to  the 
citv  council  of  Enid,  representing  the  third  ward. 
Needless  to  say,  he  indorses  public  improve- 
ments and  progress  in  every  direction.  In  na- 
tional politics  he  is  an  uncompromising  Repub- 
lican. 


HOAIAS  B.  AIORRIS,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Cana- 
dian county,  resides  upon  his  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  31,  township  13,  range  6 west,  his 
postoffice  being  El  Reno. 

Air.  Alorris  was  born  near  Edinburgh.  Scot- 
land, November  13,  1839,  a"d  is  a son  of  Welch 
and  Jeannie  (Bell)  Alorris.  Fie  was  about  thir- 
teen years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America, 
first  remaining  in  Ohio  for  three  years,  where 
he  was  engaged  a portion  of  the  time  in  follow- 
ing the  river.  In  185S  he  went  to  Junction  City. 
Kans.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  he  joined 
the  Kansas  Alilitia.  at  the  same  time  carrying  on 
a freighting  business  across  the  plains  to  Fort 
Earned  and  F'ort  Lyons,  in  which  work  he  ac- 
cumulated considerable  money.  In  1866  he 
crossed  the  ocean  to  his  native  land  and  attended 
school  in  Scotland  for  two  years,  returning  to 
America  and  Junction  City  after  an  absence 
of  three  vears. 
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Ajne  18,  1870,  Mr.  Morris  married  Marietta 
Lowe,  who  was  born  near  Shelbyville,  Ind.,  and 
moved  to  Kansas  with  her  parents  in  1869.  In 
1864  our  subject  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Kansas,  and  after  the  war 
he  gave  one-half  of  the  tract  to  his  brother, 
keeping  eighty  acres  for  himself.  Upon  his  re- 
turn from  abroad,  lie  located  upon  this  prop- 
erty, and  remained  thereon  until  1895,  when  he 
moved  to  Oklahoma  and  purchased  the  place 
where  he  now  lives.  Since  then  he  has  added 
many  improvements  to  the  farm,  converting  it 
into  a first-class  estate  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children:  Maggie,  deceased,  who  married 
Chris  Madison  and  had  two  children,  Mamie 
and  Reno;  Edward,  who  lives  at  home;  Annie, 
who  married  John  Olson  and  lives  in  Junction 
City,  Kans. ; Arthur,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years ; Harvey,  who  lives  at  home ; 
Maud,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months; 
Welch;  Mamie;  Jeannie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years,  and  Robert.  Air.  Morris  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  voted  for  Lincoln  in 
i860.  He  was  reared  a Presbyterian.  While 
in  Scotland  he  became  a member  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  fraternity  and  is  a Alaster  Alason. 


SR.  KEAN  has  a well  managed  and  success- 
# ful  farm  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
21,  township  23,  range  6 west,  Garfield 
county,  which  he  has  lived  upon  since  the  open- 
ing- of  the  strip  in  1893.  Plis  first  effort  toward 
improvement  was  the  erection  of  a box-house 
12x16  feet  in  dimensions,  in  which  he  lived  until 
1900.  Since  coming  to  the  claim  the  owner  has 
realized  many  of  his  expectations  from  his  farm, 
and  has  gained  from  its  occupation  all  that  hard 
work  and  close  application  could  command. 

Born  in  Russell  county,  Ky.,  February  16, 
1850,  Air.  Kean  is  a son  of  Edward  and  Priscilla 
(Dunbar)  Kean.  Elis  youth  was  spent  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Kentucky,  and  in  1892  lie  re- 
moved to  Hennessey,  Okla.,  where  he  farmed 
and  worked  at  his  trade  of  carpentering.  Pie  had 
previously  married,  in  Russell  county,  Frances 
C.  Jackman,  who  died  in  Oklahoma  April  20, 
1894.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  couple, 
three  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Edward,  Chester, 
and  Sina,  who  was  born  November  1,  18S9.  Liz- 
zie, the  oldest,  died  in  December.  1893,  and 
Sarah  Frances  died  in  infancy. 

Air.  Kean  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for  the 
headway  which  he  has  made  in  life.  His  youth 
was  handicapped  by  lack  of  educational  advan- 
tages, which,  however,  has  been  in  a measure 
counteracted,  and  to-day  he  is  devoted  to  the 
reading  of  books  and  periodicals  and  to  the  all- 
around  broadening  of  his  knowledge.  In  the 
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political  world  he  has  found  much  to  occupy  his 
attention,  and  is  interested  in  all  of  the  undertak- 
ings of  his  party.  He  is  a Republican,  and  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Kentucky  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  six  years.  A remarkable  showing 
is  the  fact  that  of  alf  the  cases  tried  by  him  none 
was  ever  appealed,  and  most  of  them  were  set- 
tled out  of  court  through  the  medium  of  com- 
promise. 

Fraternally  Air.  Kean  is  associated  with 
Lodge  No.  284,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  at  Jamestown, 
Russell  county,  Ky.  While  living  in  Kentucky 
he  belonged  to  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 


MAJOR  A.  B.  HAAIAIER.  The  life  record 
of  Afajor  A.  B.  Hammer  presents  manv 
features  of  special  interest,  and  he  has 
justly  earned  a distinctive  place  in  the  annals  of 
the  country  for  which  he  fought  valiantly  in  time 
of  war,  and  to  whose  prosperity  he  has  always 
materially  contributed. 

He  is  of  sturdy  old  Swiss  lineage,  his  grand- 
father, Capt.  Bascom  Hammer,  having  emi- 
grated from  Berne,  Switzerland,  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  war  in  America,  in  which  con- 
flict he  won  his  title  while  serving  on  the  staff 
of  General  Green.  He  accompanied  Barons 
DeKalb  and  Steuben  to  this  country  with  tin- 
express  purpose  of  fighting  for  the  rights  of  the 
American  colonies  in  its  initial  war  with  the 
mother  country.  Lucian  Hammer,  the  cousin  of 
our  subject's  father,  was  the  president  of  Swit- 
zerland from  1880  to  1882.  Subsequent  to  the 
Revolution,  Captain  Plammer  settled  in  the 
Cumberland  Valley,  Pa.,  and  later  located  in 
Shenandoah  Valley,  Va.  For  a period  he  owned 
slaves,  as  was  customary  in  the  Old  Dominion, 
but  he  became  a thorough  abolitionist  in  prin- 
ciple and  set  his  slaves  free.  He  then  removed 
to  Alonongalia  county,  W.  Va.,  and  there  car- 
ried on  a fine  large  farm.  He  attained  the  ex- 
treme age  of  ninety-six  years,  and  his  son  Jo- 
seph, now  in  his  eighty-ninth  year,  is  hale  and 
hearty.  He  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a member 
of  the  Eighth  Illinois. 

1 he  father  of  Alajor  Hammer,  Augustus  W., 
was  a native  of  Alonongalia  countv,  W.  Va., 
and  for  many  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
railroading.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad 
as  superintendent,  and  later  he  was  employed 
by  the  Cleveland  & Pittsburg  and  the  Chesa- 
peake & Ohio  Railroad.  He  departed  this  life 
in  1897,  when  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  Po- 
litically, he  was  a Whig  and  an  abolitionist,  ami 
during  the  Polk  and  Clay  campaigns  he  was  an 
elector.  Subsequently  lie  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  Republican  party.  Religiouslv,  he  was 
a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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His  wifi',  Nancy,  was  a daughter  of  Amos  Run- 
ner. I e was  horn  in  Albemarle  county,  \ a., 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Cumberland 
county,  Md.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising-  He  was  a soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812.  and  his  wife.  Elizabeth  Mor- 
gan, was  the  granddaughter  of  General  Morgan, 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  Mrs.  Nancy  Hammer 
died  in  1853,  and  of  her  seven  children  only  one 
is  deceased.  Harry,  who  served  in  the  Fourth 
Ohio  during  a part  of  the  Civil  war,  and  later 
was  an  adjutant  of  the  Eleventh  Tennessee,  now 
resides  in  Cleveland,  Wash.  Frank  resides  in 
Fairview,  Tex. 

The  major  was  born  in  Monongalia  county, 
W.  Ya.,  September  23,  1835.  He  received  a 
good  education  in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  attending 
the  academies  at  Senecaville  and  Bridgewater 
and  Jefferson  College.  When  his  father  emi- 
grated to  Missouri  in  1849  had  1°  Rave 
school,  and  in  the  west  he  aided  his  father  in 
his  business  until  1854,  when  the  family  returned 
to  West  Virginia.  In  1855  ^ie  young  man  came 
westward  again,  and  after  staying  a period  in 
St.  Louis  he  went  to  Independence,  where  he 
joined  the  expedition  of  Kit  Carson  and  Cap- 
tain Clayton,  who  proceeded  to  relieve  a train 
on  the  Santa  Fe  trail,  near  Fisher’s  Peak,  where 
a desperate  hand-to-hand  conflict  with  the  Chey- 
ennes and  Comanches  was  engaged  in.  Later,  a 
second  fight  with  the  redskins  was  had  at  a point 
about  sixtv  miles  east  of  the  first  encounter. 

In  1856  our  subject  returned  to  his  native 
state,  and  for  the  ensuing  five  years  he  served 
as  a fireman  and  engineer  on  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  and 
eighty-six  of  his  railroad  comrades  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  Second  West  Virginia  Infantry.  He 
declined  a commission  under  General  McClellan, 
and  with  his  company  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Rich  Mountain,  Carrick  Ford,  the  first  victo- 
ries scored  by  the  Union  army.  He  also  fought 
in  the  engagements  of  Greenbrier,  McDowell 
and  Strausburg.  After  the  battle  of  Cross  Keys, 
when  he  was  an  orderly  sergeant,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  first  lieutenancy  of  his  company, 
B,  in  recognition  of  his  splendid  service,  for 
he  had  led  a skirmishing  line  of  eight  compa- 
nies, and  had  thoroughly  defeated  his  foes.  H>: 
next  took  part  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
and  in  the  engagement  of  Slaughter  Moun- 
tain, and  the  five  days’  fight  along  the  Rappahan- 
nock and  Fairfax.  The  brigade  was  then  sent  to 
the  west,  and  our  subject  was  placed  on  the 
staff  of  General  Milroy,  and  had  his  headquarters 
in  the  Shenandoah  valley  until  the  invasion  by 
General  Lee.  He  was  in  command  of  four  hun- 
dred cavalrymen  at  the  battle  of  Bloody  Run, 
and  then  participated  in  the  terrific  battle  of 
Gettysburg.  He  then  returned  to  his  regiment 


at  Weston,  W.  Ya.,  and  when  Captain  Wilson  of 
his  company  resigned,  he  was  promoted  to  his 
vacated  place.  In  August,  1863,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Company  B,  Fifth  Regiment  of  West 
Virginia  Cavalry,  and  made  first  lieutenant, 
commanding  the  squadron.  He  and  his  men 
were  assigned  to  Averill’s  Cavalry,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Rocky  Gap  he  was  wounded  in  the 
right  leg,  and  received  a scalp  wound,  which 
probable  would  have  resulted  in  his  death,  had 
not  the  military  insignia  on  his  cap  broken  much 
of  its  force.  After  twenty  days  off  duty  he  re- 
turned to  his  post,  and  after  the  battle  of  Droop 
Mountain  he  went  on  what  was  known  as  the 
Salem  raid,  one  of  the  most  reckless  expedi- 
tions into  the  Confederacy,  and,  among  other 
things  accomplished  by  his  men,  railroads  and 
supplies  were  destroyed  upon  every  hand. 

In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Hammer  was  commis- 
sioned captain  of  Company  B,  Fifth  West  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  and  during  that  year  he  served 
with  General  Cook.  He  was  present  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  Lynchburg  and  Cloyd  Mountain,  and 
joined  Sheridan  at  Charleston.  He  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Shenandoah,  Mount  Jackson, 
Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  throughout  the 
campaign  which  was  closed  by  the  march  to  Pe- 
tersburg and  finally  by  the  surrender  of  General 
Lee.  At  the  battle  of  Mount  Jackson  he  was 
wounded  again  in  the  leg.  He  was  brevetted 
major  of  his  regiment  by  the  governor  of  West 
Virginia,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  daring  and 
gallant  service.  After  he  had  taken  part  in  the 
grand  review  at  Washington,  he  was  sent  to  the 
western  plains,  where  he  met  the  Indians  in 
several  engagements,  and  at  last  succeeded  in 
quelling  them.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  gov- 
ernment service  in  November,  1865,  at  Leaven- 
worth. 

The  same  winter  he  located  at  Assumption, 
111.,  where  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the 
guidance  of  Judge  Berse,  and  in  186S  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  When  the  railroad  had  been 
completed  to  Taylorville,  111.,  he  established  an 
office  there,  and  was  made  assistant  to  the  prose- 
cuting attorney  there.  In  1872  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Grant  to  the  place  of  United  States 
land  office  agent  at  Independence,  Kans.,  but  ar 
the  end  of  two  years  the  office  was  abolished. 
He  then  engaged  in  regular  law  practice  in  La- 
bette county,  Kans.,  where  he  dwelt  until  1880. 
For  the  ensuing  eight  years  he  was  president  of 
•Eddy  Educational  Institute,  and  practiced  law, 
also,  at  Waco,  Tex.  Tn  April,  1889.  he  came 
to  Oklahoma  City,  and  here  he  tried  the  first 
land  case  brought  into  the  territorial  courts. 
Tn  June,  1890,  he  was  appointed  county  probate 
judge  by  Governor  Steele,  and  held  this  position 
until  he  saw  fit  to  resign  the  post,  in  order  to 
devote  his  entire  time  to  his  general  practice. 
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The  major  married,  in  Marion  county,  W.  Ya.. 
Miss  Emma  Miller,  a native  of  that  place,  in 
which  locality  her  father,  a Connecticut  man, 
had  settled  at  :\n  early  day.  The  eldest  son  of 
our  subject  an  - wife,  Rev.  A.  W.,  is  a minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  north- 
western part  of  Montana,  and  the  next  son, 
H.  A.,  is  a missionary  at  Fez,  Morocco,  Africa. 
Carl  S.,  now  at  home,  served  in  Company  L, 
First  Oklahoma  Territorial  Regiment,  during 
the  Spanish-American  war.  Mrs.  Belle  SoRelle 
resides  in  Whatcom,  Wash.;  Mrs.  Lula  Atwood 
lives  in  Oklahoma  City,  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Den- 
ham, of  this  place,  is  the  wife  of  one  of  the 
Rough  Riders  who  took  part  in  the  severe  San- 
tiago campaign  in  Cuba,  and  was  wounded  at 
an  engagement  at  San  Juan;  Jessie,  a trained 
nurse,  is  at  Wichita,  Ivans.,  and  Pearl  is  at 
home. 

Politically,  the  major  has  been  very  active  in 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  this 
territory,  and  was  president  of  the  first  terri- 
torial convention  and  a member  of  the  first  terri- 
torial committee  here.  He  has  been  influential 
in  the  affairs  of  this  city  since  he  cast  in  his  lot 
with  our  citizens,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
board  of  education  here,  and  also  has  served  as 
attorney  for  the  same.  Fraternally,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Grant  Post,  G.  A.  R.  Religiously,  he  has 
been  a trustee  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and,  besides  having'  been  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  here  for  eight  years,  he  has  been 
president  of  the  Territorial  Sunday-School  Asso- 
ciation. 


RANKLIN  HAUSHOLDER.  L o g a n 
county  ranks  the  subject  of  this  article 
among  its  foremost  agriculturists  and  pro- 
gressive citizens.  He  is  of  German  descent  upon 
the  paternal  side,  his  great-grandfather  having 
been  a native  of  Germany.  The  latter  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  at  an  early  period  and  his 
posterity  thenceforward  gave  allegiance  to  this 
land.  Our  subject's  grandfather  Hausholder 
was  born  in  Maryland,  and  his  father,  David 
Hausholder,  was  a native  of  Hagerstown,  same 
state.  The  latter  chose  for  a wife  Rachel  Stahl, 
whose  birth  had  taken  place  in  Pennsylvania 
and  whose  ancestors  included  a man  who  served 
as  a cup-bearer  to  a king  of  England,  believed 
to  have  been  James  II. 

Franklin  Hausholder,  born  in  Darke  countv, 
Ohio,  August  28,  1854,  is  one  of  the  ten 
children  of  David  and  Rachel  Hausholder. 
Lewis  R..  Tcelius  and  Newton  are  residents  of 
Ohio.  Moses,  a prominent  politician  and  lawver 
of  Cherokee.  Ivans.,  is  a graduate  of  the  Indian- 
apolis law  school  and  since  18S0  has  been  act- 
ively engaged  in  legal  practice  in  Kansas,  where 


he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a profes- 
sional man.  He  was  thrice  elected  to  the  state 
senate  on  the  fusion  ticket,  and  his  name  is  now 
being  brought  forward  as  a candidate  for  con- 
gress. Commodore  Hausholder,  another  brother, 
died  in  infancy.  Francis  M.,  who  was  a success- 
ful attorney,  died  at  Noblesville.  Ind.,  when  he 
was  about  fifty-five  years  of  age.  Esther  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  R.  B.  Cunkle,  of  Darke  county, 
Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Ella  Lawdermilk  resides  in  Bald- 
win, Ivans.,  while  a third  sister,  Luanna,  who  is 
unmarried,  and  at  present  is  in  North  Carolina, 
was.  so  favorably  known  as  an  educator  in  the 
high  schools  of  Altoona,  Johnstown  and  Oil 
City,  Pa.,  that  the-  superintendence  of  the  Pitts- 
burg schools  was  repeatedly  proffered  her.  All 
of  these  children  were  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Darke  county,  where  the  father  was  a 
settler  as  early  as  1833,  and  it  was  not  until  1872 
that  the  home  was  broken  up,  owing  to  the 
death  of  the  mother,  whose  burial  place  was  in 
Ansonia,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  in  his 
native  county  until  he  was  about  twenty-five 
years  old,  and  laid  the  foundations  for  his  future 
success  by  the  mastery  of  the  varied  details  of 
agriculture.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Victor 
Sewing  Machine  Company  of  Chicago  for  three 
years,  and,  having  met  with  success  in  this 
line,  he  came  to  the  west  in  1880  and  embarked 
in  merchandising  at  Columbus,  Ivans.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  he  was  more  or  less  exten- 
sivelv  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  for  eight 
years  apparently  was  prospering  well,  for  he 
frequently  had  invested  large  amounts  in  farm 
and  town  lands.  However,  when  he  closed  out 
his  business,  prior  to  his  removal  to  Oklahoma, 
he  found  that  his  losses,  by  reason  of  credit 
customers,  were  great,  and  that  the  five  hundred 
acres  of  farm  lands  and  town  property  which 
he  owned  would  bring'  only  very  low  prices. 

Leaving  Arkansas  City  for  Guthrie,  Mr.  Haus- 
holder arrived  on  the  third  train  arriving  there, 
April  22  1880,  and  at  once  he  proceeded  to  the 
eastern  part  of  the  to\yn  and  located  a lot.  He 
bought  a lot  three  days  later  for  Sioo,  and  after 
holding  it  two  days  disposed  of  it  for  $600,  and' 
to-day  the  Dewey  Building  stands  upon  the 
site.  He  engaged  in  considerable  speculation  in 
real-estate  for  several  weeks,  sending  ail  of  the 
proceeds  to  his  old  home  in  Columbus,  to  settle 
his  indebtedness.  On  the  10th  of  August  he 
traded  a small  house  and  lot — all  that  remained 
to  him  out  of  the  financial  wreck  at  Columbus 
— for  the  quarter-section  of  land  which  he  now 
owns  and  cultivates.  It  is  located  in  section  14, 
township  it),  range  4 west,  and  at  the  time  that 
it  came  into  his  possession  very  little  ground 
had  been  broken  here.  \\  ith  characteristic  en- 
ergy. he  commenced  making  improvements,  and 
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the  house,  barns,  fences  and  buildings  are  sub- 
stantial and  well  kept.  Eighty  acres  have  been 
reduced  to  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  the 
orchard  is  exceptionally  large  and  flourishing, 
there  being  one  thousand  cherry  trees,  two  thou- 
sand pear  i-ccj,  two  thousand  peach  trees  and 
four  thousand  apple  trees.  In  addition  to  these, 
there  are  quince  trees,  a vineyard  and  many 
kinds  of  small  fruits.  In  1898  our  subject  pur- 
chased eight v acres  of  land  on  section  13.  town- 
ship 16,  range  3,  about  a mile  and  a half  west 
of  Guthrie,  and  here  he  has  five  thousand  fruit 
trees  in  excellent  condition. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hausholder  and  Bessie 
Dana,  a daughter  of  L.  D.  Dana,  of  Columbus, 
Kans.,  was  celebrated  June  18,  1884.  The  father, 
who  was  a native  of  Ohio,  and  whose  business 
in  the  west  has  been  mainly  that  of  stock  deal- 
ing, is  a distant  relative  of  the  well-known 
Charles  Dana,  of  the  New  York  Sun  fame.  The 
five  children  of  our  subject  and  wife  are  named, 
respectively,  Glenn  Dana,  Hazel,  Marie.  Dale 
and  Rachel.  The  eldest,  Glenn  D.,  is  a promis- 
ing lad  of  fifteen  years,  and  all  of  the  children 
are  receiving  good  educational  advantages. 


HON.  SAMUEL  MURPHY,  postmaster  at 
Oklahoma  City,  has  been  closelv  identified 
with  the  workings  of  the  Republican  party 
and  served  as  the  first  treasurer  of  Oklahoma 
Territory.  He  was  born  in  Kingston,  Madison 
county,  Ark.,  January  31,  1845,  and  is  a son  ot" 
John  and  Perlenta  (Davis)  Murphy.  He  comes 
of  Irish  stock,  and  his  g'reat-grandfather,  who 
was  a native  of  that  country,  was  an  early  set- 
tler of  South  Carolina  and  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  John  Murphy,  the  grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  became  a 
planter  in  Tennessee,  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
The  Murphy  family  descends  from  Irish  Prot- 
estant ancestors,  who  were  always  opposed  to 
slavery.  John  Murphy’s  family  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  Murphy,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and  was  a pioneer 
settler  of  Arkansas,  going  there  when  he  was 
twenty  years  old  and  locating  on  a farm  at  Kings- 
ton, Madison  county.  He  attained  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  His  wife,  Perlenta  Davis,  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  descended  from  a family 
that  came  from  Wales  in  an  earlv  day  and  set- 
tled in  Virginia,  but  subsequently  went  to  Ten- 
nessee. She  died  in  Arkansas.  Thirteen  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  nine  of  whom 
attained  mature  years.  Five  of  the  sons  served 
in  the  Civil  war,  namely:  Isaac,  of  the  First 
Arkansas  Infantry,  who  was  poisoned  from  eat- 
ing food  in  a farmhouse  at  Johnson;  John,  of 
the  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  who  was  wounded 


in  battle,  and  now'  resides  at  Harrison,  Ark.; 
Vincent  \Y.,  who  was  orderly  sergeant  in  Com- 
pany C,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  now  re- 
sides at  Harrison,  Ark.;  Samuel,  of  the  Second 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  Alexander,  of  Hender- 
son, Mo.,  who  served  in  the  Fourteenth  Mis- 
souri Infantry. 

Without  any  educational  advantages  save 
such  as  could  be  secured  by  an  attendance  of  a 
very  few  months  in  school,  Samuel  Murphy 
grew  to  manhood.  In  1863  he  enlisted  as  a pri- 
vate in  Company  A,  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
and  was  later  made  corporal.  He  participated 
in  the  engagements  at  Cheatham’s  Farm,  near 
Harrison,  Ark.;'  Jasper,  Newton  county,  Ark.; 
Mud  town,  Benton  county,  Ark.,  where  he  re- 
ceived a slight  wound;  Fayetteville,  Washington 
county,  Ark.;  and  Richland,  Searcy  county,  Ark. 
From  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
detached  as  clerk  in  Brigadier-General  Phelps’ 
headquarters,  being  mustered  out  at  LaGrange, 
Tenn.,  in  August,  1865.  Going  to  Springfield. 
Mo.,  thence  to  Osceola,  Mo.,  he  ran  a ferry-boat 
on  the  Osage  river  for  one  year,  and  afterward 
attended  school  near  Golconda,  111.,  for  six 
months,  through  one  winter,  later  entering 
Ewing  Academy.  After  one  term  in  that  insti- 
tution, he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Missouri  and 
Arkansas  for  two  years,  and  in  1870  taught  in 
Flowermont  Academy,  near  Benton,  Tex.,  where 
he  was  principal  one  year. 

On  his  return  to  Arkansas,  Mir.  Murphy 
studied  law  for  one  year,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1874  at  Harrison,  where  he  prac- 
ticed until  1876.  He  then  took  up  the  senior 
year  in  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  LL.  B.  in  1877.  Returning  to  Harrison,  Ark., 
he  engaged  in  successful  practice  until  1S89, 
when  lie  came  to  Oklahoma  City.  He  served  in 
the  capacity  of  deputy  internal  revenue  collector 
and  as  postmaster  of  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  As 
there  was  no  law  business  at  Oklahoma  City,  he 
bought  and  located  a claim  just  out  of  the  citv 
limits,  now  known  as  Murphy’s  claim,  and  has 
since  resided  there.  Elis  property  became  in- 
volved in  litigation,  which  continued  for  seven 
years,  and  at  the  end  he  was  left  with  only  forty 
acres,  but  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  property.  In  1S91  he  was 
appointed  treasurer  of  the  territory  by  Governor 
Steele,  and  was  reappointed  by  Governor  Seav. 
He  also  served  ten  months  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Governor  Renfrow,  but  resigned, 
owing  to  a change  of  administration.  In  Julv. 
1898,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Oklahoma 
City  by  President  McKinley,  and  has  since  effi- 
cientlv  filled  the  position. 

In  Cass  county.  Mo.,  Mr.  Murphy  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Delilah  Floyd,  who  was 
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mi  ami  died  in  the  state  of  Arkansas.  One 
• M was  born  to  them,  Anna,  the  wife  of  Henry 
. wrholscr,  of  Oklahoma  City.  At  Ann  Arbor, 
V ;v'h.<  Mr.  Murphy  married  Miss  Louise  Berry, 
native  of  Yorkshire,  England.  Four  children 
lU.  keen  born  to  them:  Mrs.  Pearl  Griffith, 
, t Hot  Springs’  Ark.;  Paul,  who  graduated 
.-pun  the  high  s Fool  with  the  class  of  lqoo; 
i K,!e  and  Hazel.  Mr.  Murphv  is  a Republican 
:•!  politics.  In  1876  he  refused  the  nomination 
., ,r  member  of  congress  on  that  ticket  in  the 
Fourth  District  of  Arkansas,  as  he  wished  to 
< nter  the  University  of  Michigan  at  the  time. 
Four  years  later  he  received  the  nomination  for 
the  same  office,  and  although  defeated  at  elec- 
tion, he  greatly  reduced  the  usual  Democratic 
majority.  In  1890  he  received  the  nomination 
for  the  legislature  of  Oklahoma,  but  declined  to 
run.  Upon  the  organization  of  his  party  in 
the  territory,  he  served  on  the  committee.  He 
is  a-  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. 


LL.  LOCKHART.  Through  his  untiring 
t efforts,  incessant  hard  work  and  close  ap- 
plication to  duty,  Mr.  Lockharc  has  come 
to  be  numbered  among  the  most  progressive 
and  enterprising  of  the  agriculturists  in  Cooper 
township.  Kingfisher  county.  When  he  arrived 
in  the  territory  in  1892,  at  the  opening  of  the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  reservation,  he  had 
little  to  depend  upon  save  his  own  ability  and 
future  efforts.  His  original  claim  was  located 
on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  1,  township 
17,  range  8,  and  he  at  once  began  to  improve 
the  land  until  it  was  all  under  cultivation  or  pas- 
ture. A good  orchard  was  set  out.  and  a vine- 
yard, and  numerous  kinds  of  small  fruits  were 
given  every  opportunity  to  develop.  In  1895  an 
addition  was  made  by  the  purchase  of  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  32,  township  18,  range  7, 
which  has  been  improved  and  fenced,  and  is  used 
for  general  farming  and  the  raising  of  corn. 

et  another  addition  was  made  in  1807,  when 
Mr.  Lockhart  purchased  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  6,  township  17,  range  7.  In  all,  he  is 
the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  two 
hundred  and  ten  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
and  devoted  to  the  raising  of  wheat  and  corn 
and  general  farming.  The  remaining  land  is 
u>cd  for  the  large  herds  of  horses  and  cattle,  a 
branch  of  industry  to  which  Mr.  Lockhart  gives 
much  study  and  attention.  He  owns  several 
shares  in  the  Farmers’  elevator  at  Kingfisher, 
an  institution  which  has  been  of  great  benefit 
to  the  surrounding  agriculturists. 

Born  in  Gratiot  county.  Mich.,  on  a farm  not 
far  from  Maple  Rapids.  Mr.  Lockhart  is  a son 
of  Samuel  Lockhart,  of  Ohio,  who  settled  in 


Michigan  about  1854,  and  is  now -living  in  Mis- 
souri. His  son  grew  to  manhood  in  Hancock 
county,  111.,  and  came  west  to  Nebraska  in  1880, 
remaining  in  Nuckolls  county  for  one  year.  He 
subsequently  lived  for  three  years  in  Brown 
county,  Kans.,  three  years  in  Sumner  county, 
and  one  year  in  Decatur  county,  later  go- 
ing to  Furnace  county,  Neb.,  and  then  re- 
turning to  Sumner  county,  remaining  there 
until  the  opening  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe 
reservation. 

Mr.  Lockhart  was  married,  in  1882,  to  Mehita- 
ble  Edwards,  of  Brown  county,  Kans.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Abram  Edwards,  a large  landowner 
and  farmer  of  Sumner  county,  Ivans.,  who  owns 
half  a section  of  land,  and  is  extensively  engaged 
in  stock-raising.  To  Mr.and  Airs.  Lockhart  have 
been  born  eight  children:  Harry,  Lawson,  John, 
Walter,  Ethel,  Annie,  Warney  and  Clifford.  Air. 
Lockhart  was  for  several  years  a member  of  the 
Farmers’  Alliance.  His  efforts  in  Oklahoma 
have  been  attended  by  unusually  good  results, 
and  he  is  a self-made  man  in  the  broadest  sense 
of  the  word.  Of  a generous  and  thoughtful  turn 
of  mind,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  advancing 
many  interests  of  his  town  and  county,  and, 
among  other  undertakings,  has  contributed 
largely  towards  the  building  of  bridges  over 
Cooper  creek  and  the  Cimarron,  and  has  in  many 
other  ways  evinced  his  willingness  to  advance 
the  public  good.  He  is  accounted  a model  of 
industry,  and  may  be  found  busily  engaged  on 
his  well-kept  farm  at  all  times  of  the  day,  and 
until  late  into  the  evening.  He  richly  deserves 
his  success,  and  the  high  estimation  in  which, 
he  is  held  by  his  brother  agriculturists. 


IE.  MARTINI  In  the  prime  of  life  and  use- 
. fulness,  Air.  Martin  is  ranked  with  the  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  Garfield  county,  in 
whose  affairs  he  has  taken  an  active  part  during 
the  entire  period  of  his  residence  here.  In  sum- 
ming up  his  career  in  a few  words,  he  is  entitled 
to  be  termed  a model  citizen,  for  though  he  neg- 
lects his  own  business  affairs  not  a whit,  he 
maintains  a patriotic  interest  in  his  community 
and  country,  doing  everything  within  his  power 
for  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-men. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  T.  C.  Mar- 
tin. was  born  in  Indiana,  and  in  1839  he  settled 
in  Wapello  county,  Iowa,  thus  becoming  one  of 
its  pioneers.  Later  he  removed  to  Lucas  county, 
same  state,  and  passed  his  last  years  in  Jef- 
ferson county,  his  death  occurring  when  he  was 
in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  1 1 is  son,  J.  C.,  father 
of  I,  E.  Martin,  also  was  a native  of  Indiana  and 
a farmer  by  occupation.  For  about  three  years 
he  served  in  the  Federal  army,  as  a private  of 
the  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry.  He  owned  and 
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carried  on  farms  in  Lucas  and  Jefferson,  coun- 
ties, Iowa,  and  in  1887  went  to  Garland,  Colo., 
where  he  dwelt  for  a short  time.  Then,  joining 
our  subject,  he  operated  a farm  (which  he  still 
owns)  situated  three  miles  east  of  Hennessey, 
Kingfisher  county 

I.  E.  Martin  ,'s  one  of  the  eight  children  born 
to  J.  C.  and  Susai.  (McCoy)  Martin.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Aaron  McCoy,  who  was  a native  of  Virginia, 
and  an  early  settler  in  Pennsylvania,  and  later 
of  Wapello  county,  Iowa.  He  was  a soldier  of 
the  war  of  1812.  One  of  our  subject’s  brothers. 
John,  is  deceased,  his  death  having  occurred  in 
Enid,  Okla.  Another  brother,  J.  C.,  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  this  county,  and  William  is  carrv- 
ing  on  a farm  in  Colorado.  The  four  sisters 
survive. 

The  birth  of  I.  E.  Martin  took  place  in  Chari- 
ton, Lucas  county,  Iowa,  September  12,  i860. 
He  spent  the  years  of  his  youth  in  the  pursuits 
common  to  the  farmers’  boys,  and  at  the  same 
time  succeeded  in  acquiring  a liberal  public- 
school  education.  After  leaving  the  high  school 
he  commenced  working  as  a clerk,  and,  carefully 
saving  his  earnings,  made  the  ‘'first  hundred 
dollars,”  which  noted  financiers  say  is  the  be- 
ginning of  a young  man's  fortune. 

In  1885  Mr.  Martin  went  to  Colorado,  where 
he  invested  his  funds  in  an  improved  ranch 
near  Garland,  and  for  four  years  following  he 
was  successfully  occupied  in  raising  cattle.  In 
1889  lie  sold  out  at  good  advantage,  and  re- 
moved to  Oakland,  Cal.,  where  he  conducted  a 
livery  business  for  a year  and  a half.  Then,  re- 
turning to  his  native  state,  he  carried  on  a liverv 
business  at  Fairfield.  Iowa,  subsequentlv  re- 
siding in  Harper  county,  Ivans.,  for  a rear. 

Seven  years  ago.  when  Garfield  countv  was 
opened  to  settlers.  Mr.  Martin  was  one  of  the 
multitudes  who  made  the  race  for  a homestead. 
Starting-  at  the  southern  line,  lie  rode  a distance 
of  seventeen  miles,  and  secured  a claim  west  of 
Enid.  Improving  the  property  in  tnanv  wavs, 
he  is  still  making  his  home  on  the  place,  and.  has 
made  a great  success  of  the  enterprise.  He  pur- 
chased an  adjoining  tract  and.  after  selling  thirty 
acres  to  the  city,  still  retains  four  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  here.  Besides  this,  he  owns  a 
quarter-section  of  fine  land  at  a point  about 
twelve  miles  east  of  Enid,  lie  has  dealt  exten- 
sively in  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  keeping  a num- 
ber of  full-blooded  Ilcrefords  and  some  stand- 
ard-bred horses.  At  Enid  he  owns  and  conducts 
stockyards,  where  he  makes  a business  of  feed- 
ing cattle.  He  owns  the  well-known  fine  horse, 
“Black  Crook,"  which  has  a record  of  2:22'. 
One  of  the  organizers  of  the  Garfield  ' Count v 
hair  Association,  he  is  acting  at  this  time  as 
one  of  its  trustees. 


In  the  fraternities,  Mr.  Martin  is  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
In  his  political  standing,  he  is  a Republican. 
He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  been  the 
first  man  married  in  Garfield  county,  the  cere- 
mony having  been  performed  October  22,  1893. 
His  bride,  then  Miss  Florence  Wise,  is  a native 
of  Warsaw,  Ind.  She  is  well  educated  and  is 
a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 


I ESSE  GREENE  POLAND.  Among  the 
J public-spirited  citizens  of  Guthrie,  Jesse 
Greene  Poland  ranks  with  the  foremost,  and 
is  justly  considered  one  of  the  founders  of  its 
prosperity.  He  has  lent  his  means  and  influ- 
ence towards  the  support  of  worthy  enterprises, 
and  has  ever  advocated  all  improvements  calcu- 
lated to  permanently  benefit  the  city  and  terri- 
tory. 

The  Poland  family  is  of  German  descent;  and 
at  an  early  period  in  this  country’s  history  one 
branch  was  planted  in  Tennessee.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Jacob  Poland,  was  born 
in  Owen  county,  Ivy.,  and  his  last  years  were 
passed  on  his  plantation  in  Boone  county,  same 
state.  The  birth  of  our  subject’s  father,  Jesse 
II.,  occurred  on  a plantation  situated  on  the 
\\  atauga  river.  Carter  county.  Tenn.  He  was  a 
successful  agriculturist  and  managed  a large 
farm  in  Owen  county,  Ivy.,  for  many  years.  Plis 
death  occurred  when  he  was  in  his  eighty-third 
year,  at  his  old  homestead  in  Owen  county.  His 
wife,  Miranda  J.,  was  a daughter  of  Greene 
Shelton,  of  South  Carolina,  and  of  English  an- 
cestry. Her  father  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  his  father  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
his  leader  being  General  Greene.  Greene  Shel- 
ton, named  in  honor  of  the  great  officer,  removed 
to  Owen  county.  Ivy.,  at  an  earlv  dav,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  which  came  to 
a close  when  he  was  in  his  seventy-sixth  year. 
Mrs.  Miranda  J.  Poland,  now  in  the  sixtv-third 
year  of  her  age.  still  resides  in  Boone  countv. 
Ivy.  All  but  one  of  her  nine  children  are  living. 
Jesse  PI.  Poland  had  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters by  a former  marriage,  and  two  of  the  num- 
ber are  deceased.  The  two  sons  were  soldiers 
in  the  Confederate  army.  Jacob  IT.  served  under 
General  Lee  in  \ irginia,  and  died  in  Owen 
county.  David  L.,  who  was  a private  In  the 
Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  now  lives  in  Owen 
county,  Tvy. 

Jesse  Greene  Poland  was  born  ;n  Poplar 
Grove.  Kv..  May  17,  1851,  and  lived  on  a farm 
in  that  state  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  After  his  marriage  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  his  own  plantation  for  several  vears,  but 
the  attractions  of  a commercial  life  finally  led 
him  to  other  enterprises'.  In  1876  he  engaged 


. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


497 


in  the  drug  business  and  for  seven  years  lie 
was  the  leading  pharmacist  of  Poplar  Grove. 
In  1884  he  opened  a drug  store  in  Mulberry 
Grove,  -Crawford  county,  Kan's.,  and  at  the  end 
of  two  vears  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Colorado, 
l ie  ent  -red  land  in  what  then  was  known  as 
Las  Animas  county,  and  assisted  materially 
in  the  founding  and  building  up  of  the  town  of 
Boston.  When  the  new  county  of  Bacca  was 
organized,  and  the  fight  between  Boston  and 
Springfield  for  being  made  the  county-seat  was 
decided  in  favor  of  the  latter  place,  Mr.  Poland 
soon  disposed  of  his  real-estate  interests  in  that 
locality. 

Coming  to  Oklahoma  in  November,  1889,  our 
subject  established  a flour  and  feed  business  in 
Guthrie,  and  has  successfully  conducted  the  en- 
terprise ever  since.  In  addition  to  this  pursuit, 
he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in  1891, 
on  the  corner  property  adjoining  his  other  store. 
Both  of  these  ventures  have  prospered,  nor  do 
these  alone  represent  the  extent  of  his  financial 
interests  here,  for  he  holds  stock  in  the  Guthrie 
Creamery  Company,  which  concern  he  helped  to 
organize,  and  he  also  owns  valuable  real  estate 
in  the  city  and  vicinity.  Some  of  the  most  de- 
sirable city  residence  property  which  belongs  to 
him  is  located  on  Capitol  ITill.  his  own  home 
also  being  in  that  neighborhood. 

As  previously  stated.  Mr.  Poland  has  pro- 
moted many  enterprises  which  have  been  of  un- 
told value  to  Guthrie.  He  was  actively  con- 
nected with  the  organization  of  the  Fair  Associa- 
tion and  until  recently  was  one  of  the  board  of 
directors.  That  in  municipal  affairs  the  man. 
rather  than  the  party,  is  the  chief  need  of  a 
city,  was  shown  when,  in  the  spring  of  1899, 
Mr.  Poland,  though  a Democrat,  was  elected  to 
the  council  bv  a good  majority  in  a strong  Re- 
publican ward.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the 
fire  department  committee  and  under  his  able 
management  the  local  system  has  been  greatlv 
improved.  He  also  has  served  as  a member  of 
committees  having  in  charge  the  city  water- 
works and  parks.  When  he  became  a resident 
of  Guthrie  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Baptist  de- 
nomination, but  since  that  time  he  has  been 
one  of  the  loyal  workers  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  South.  He  aided  in  the  building 
of  the  church  edifice,  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school,  and  at  present  is  the  stew- 
ard and  treasurer  of  the  official  board,  and  is  a 
trustee  as  well. 

In  1873  Mr.  Poland  and  Miss  Dora  Ennis 
were  married  in  Poplar  Grove,  Ivy.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  R.  and  Margaret  (Green) 
Ennis,  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  state.  Pier 
father  was  a prominent  business  man  and  farmer 
of  Owen  county,  and  during  the  Mexican  war 
served  this  government  in  the  commissary  de- 


partment. He  has  passed  to  the  silent  land  and 
his  widow  is  yet  a resident  of  her  native  state. 
Three  sons  bless  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
wife,  namely:  Walter  Bvron,  Wallace  Jerome 
and  Thomas  Greene.  Walter  B.  and  Wallace  J. 
are  employed  in  their  father’s  business  and  are 
enterprising  young  men.  The  former,  who  is  a 
member  of  Governor  Barnes’  staff,  with  the 
rank  of  captain,  made  a trip  to  Paris,  France, 
in  1898. 


JOHN  ARTHUR  RECK,  M.  D.  For  sev- 
J eral  years  Dr.  Reck  has  occupied  an  impor- 
tant place  in  his  profession,  and  is  steadily- 
working  his  way  upward  to  yet  greater  rank 
as  a physician  and  surgeon.  He  is  of  German 
extraction,  his  grandfather,  George  Reck,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Frankfort,  and 
during  the  great  war  on  the  Continent  he  served 
as  an  officer  on  the  staff  of  Napoleon.  At  an 
early  period  he  settled  in  Cape  Girardeau  county, 
Mo.,  where  he  was  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neer settlers.  His  son,  Frederick  H.,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Missouri,  and  when  the  Civil  war  came  on  he 
enlisted  and  served  in  the  Union  army,  for  he 
was  a strong  abolitionist  in  principle.  He  was 
a member  of  Company  C,  Second  Missouri  In- 
fantry, and  gave  long  years  of  patriotic  service 
to  his  beloved  country.  Afterwards  he  became 
connected  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  for  years  he  has  also  been  a devoted  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  has  resided 
for  some  time  in  Lutsville,  Mo.,  and  has  sur- 
vived his  wife,  who  died  in  February,  1899.  She 
was  Miss  Adeline  Whitledge  in  her  girlhood, 
and  was  a native  of  Cape  Girardeau  countv,  Mo., 
in  which  section  her  father,  Elza  Whitledge.  ot 
North  Carolina,  was  an  early  settler.  He  died 
there  in  1893,  at  a very  advanced  age.  His 
grandfather  Whitledge  was  a hero  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  The  only  brother  of  our  subject, 
Edward,  is  the  postmaster  at  Lutsville,  Mo.,  and 
the  onlv  sister,  Cora,  is  married  and  resides  at 
Marble'  Hill,  Mo. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  John  A.  Reck  took  place  near 
the  town  of  Appleton,  Mo.,  April  6,  1867.  He 
was  reared  upon  a farm  and  supplemented  his 
common-school  education  by  a course  of  studv 
in  Mayfield  Smith  Academy,  at  Marble  Hill,  Mo. 
He  then  engaged  in  teaching  in  his  own  countv 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  Pocahontas  high  school.  He  then  resumed 
teaching,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years  was  made 
principal  of  the  schools  of  Appleton,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  for  two  vears.  Later  he 
was  honored  with  the  position  of  postmaster  of 
Lutsville,  and  acted  as  such  for  one  vear.  and 
in  the  meantime  took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
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with  his  uncle.  Dr.  Sanders,  of  that  town.  Sub- 
sequently he  entered  the  Marion-Sims  College 
of  Medicine,  in- St.  Louis,  and  after  being  grad- 
uated there  in  1893  lie  commenced  practice  af- 
Lutsville.  About  two  years  rolled  away,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  the  post  of  government 
phys’.ian  to  the  Creek  Indians,  his  headquar- 
ters being  at  Wetumka,  I.  T.  He  remained 
there  for  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
period  he  resigned  his  office  and  in  June,  1899, 
came  to  Oklahoma  City,  where  he  established 
himself  in  private  practice. 

Dr.  Reck  served  as  a census  enumerator  in 
his  native  county  in  1890.  and  while  living  there 
he  also  served  as  deputy  assessor  of  that  county 
for  three  years.  He  always  has  borne  a repre- 
sentative part  in  the  affairs  of  the  communities 
in  which  he  has  dwelt,  and  has  won  the  respect 
of  all  concerned.  He  belongs  to  the  Alumni 
Association  of  Marion-Sims  College  of  Medi- 
cine; was  made  an  Odd  Fellow  in  Lutsville,  and 
was  initiated  into  the  Masonic  order  at  Flolden- 
ville,  I.  T.  Politically,  he  has  been  a stanch  Re- 
publican since  becoming  a voter,  and  religiously 
he  is  a Presbyterian. 

In  Marble  Hill,  Mo.,  the  doctor  married  Mil- 
dred Anna,  daughter  of  Rev.  D.  W.  Craves,  who 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  has  been  a pastor 
in  the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Reck  was  born  in 
Montgomery  county,  Mo.,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  Kansas  City  high  school  and  the  Con- 
servatory of  Music  of  that  place,  after  which 
she  taught  music  very  successfully  until  her  mar- 
riage. To  this  union  a little  daughter,  Helen 
Elizabeth,  has  been  born,  and  her  presence  is 
like  sunshine  in  her  parents’  pleasant  home. 


JC.  TALMADGE  made  no  mistake  when,  a 
few  years  ago,  he  decided  to  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  people  of  Enid,  with  prophetic  vis- 
ion seeing  the  great  future  awaiting  the  countv- 
seat  of  the  “banner  agricultural  county  of  Okla- 
homa,” as  it  has  been  termed.  Having  made  his 
decision,  he  proceeded,  with  characteristic  en- 
ergy, to  perform  his  full  share  towards  the  grand 
desideratum,  and,  as  one  of  her  founders  and 
builders,  richly  deserves  a prominent  place  in 
her  roll  of  honor. 

A son  of  Noah  and  Lavina  (Forrest)  Tal- 
madge,  our  subject  represents  two  sterling  old 
eastern  families.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
a manufacturer  of  wagons  in  New  Jersey,  and 
Noah  Talmadge  is  a native  of  that  state.  In  his 
early  manhood  he  learned  the  ship  carpenter's 
trade,  which  calling  he  pursued  at  Hawley,  Pa., 
until  1853,  when  lie  removed  to  Illinois.  There 
he  located  at  Lockport,  where  his  brother, Daniel 
Talmadge,  owned  a boat-yard.  Some  years  later 
he  went  to  Lacon,  Marshall  county,  111.,  and  car- 


ried on  a farm  in  the  vicinity,  also  working  a-,  a 
builder.  He  now  makes  his  home  in  the  prett\ 
village  of  Wyoming,  111.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
niece  of  the  celebrated  actor,  Edwin  Forrest, 
was  born  in  Flawley,  Pa.,  and  died  several  years 
ago  in  Illinois.  Of  their  seven  children,  two 
died  when  young  and  only  four  survive. 

J.  C.  Talmadge  was  born  January  9,  1851, 
near  Hawley,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  to  maturity  in 
Illinois.  Plis  elementary  education  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  Lacon  and  Peoria,  and 
on  the  old  homestead  he  became  familiar  with 
farming  in  all  its  departments.  From  1878  to 
1882  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  at  Flays  City, 
Kans.,  and  then  went  to  Durango,  Colo.,  where 
he  was  similarly  occupied  for  nine  months.  Re- 
turning to  his  old  home,  he  remained  three 
months,  after  which  he  was  numbered  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Anthony,  Ivans.,  for  several 
years,  also  conducting  a drug  business  in  the 
town  for  a period.  Disposing  cf  his  interests  in 
that  locality  he  next  became  a citizen  of  Coro- 
nado, Ivans.,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in 
a banking  business  in  the  place.  In  April,  1891, 
he  made  the  race  from  El  Reno  to  Cloud  Chief, 
Washita  county,  Okla.,  and  while  there  served 
on  the  first  board  of  county  commissioners  of 
that  county.  On  the  16th  of  September,  1893, 
he  came  to  Enid,  and  at  once  embarked  in  the 
transfer  business.  His  twenty-one  competitors 
in  that  line  discontinued  their  calling,  one  by 
one,  until  he  alone  remained.  Until  1899  he  car- 
ried on  a thriving  business,  handling  the  mail, 
express  matter,  and  the  bulk  of  the  local  trans- 
ferring trade.  In  1896  he  opened  a livery  stable, 
opposite  the  Hubbard  House,  and  about  a year 
afterward  disposed  of  the  same. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Talmadge  had  com- 
menced building  residences  and  business  blocks 
on  Broadway,  Grand  avenue  and  Monroe  street, 
and  by  his  means  and  influence  has  been  a lead- 
ing factor  in  the  improvement  of  Enid.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Garfield  County  Fair 
Association,  and  now  is  one  of  its  largest  stock- 
holders and  a member  of  the  board  of  directors. 
Fie  has  been  greatly  interested  in  fine  horses, 
and  has  been  tire  owner  of  two  thoroughbreds, 
well  known  throughout  the  country,  namely: 
Dick  Clarkson,  with  a half-mile  record  of  :48V. 
and  Practitioner,  whose  record,  a mile  in  1:41, 
is  remarkable. 

In  Democratic  political  circles  of  Enid  Mr. 
Talmadge  is  very  popular.  He  was  once  ap- 
pointed to  serve  on  the  city  council,  and  for  one 
term  served  as  a duly  elected  alderman,  repre- 
senting the  fourth  ward.  Fraternally  he  is  an 
Odd  Fellow. 

August  1,  1875,  his  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy 
E.  Clevingcr  took  place  in  Illinois.  She  is  a 
native  of  Circleville,  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  is 
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Wl.|l  educated  an-1  a favorite  in  society,  and  holds 
ln-r  church  membership  with  the  Congregation- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talmadge  have  three  chil- 
dren, named,  respectively,  Roy,  Leonora  and 
Wayne. 


1'.  KRAMER  is  a leading  representative 
■ of  the  business  interests  of  Oklahoma 
City,  and  his  connection  with  various  en- 
terprises and  industries  has  been  of  decided  ad- 
vantage  to  the  locality,  promoting  its  material 
welfare  in  no  uncertain  manner.  Of  excellent; 
business  ability  and  resources,  he  has  attained 
a prominent  place  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  the  territory,  and  is  a recognized  leader  in 
public  affairs. 

Mr.  Kramer  was  born  in  Spencer  county, 
I nd..  September  14,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  Chris- 
tian Kramer,  a native  of  Etzbach,  Germany, 
who  came  to  this  country  with  his  brothers  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and  settled  near  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  but  later  removed  to  Spencer 
county,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  served 
as  county  trustee  for  many  vears:  was  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  was  a Lutheran  in  religious  belief.  In 
early  life  he  was  a member  of  the  Indiana  State 
Militia,  and  participated  in  the  Panther  creek 
tight  in  Kentucky.  His  wife,  who  still  survives 
him,  and  makes  her  home  in  Xewtonville.  Ind.. 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eva  Biedenkoppf.  and 
is  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Spencer  county.  Ind. 

L.  F.  Kramer  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in 
a family  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  when  he  commenced 
learning  the  carpenters  trade,  and  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  one  year,  after  which  he  fol- 
lowed photography  for  a time.  He  next  went 
south,  floating  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
• i yen's  to  Lake  Providence.  La.,  where  he  ob- 
tained a position  as  government  foreman  with 
the  Mis  sissippi  River  Improvement  Company, 
at  \\  ilson’s  Point,  remaining  there  eighteen 
months.  Captain  Hyder  was  then  in  charge  of 
the  work,  and  from  him  Mr.  Kramer  received 
the  best  of  treatment.  He  made  a great  repu- 
tation as  a boat-builder,  and  constructed  the 
boats  used  in  the  regatta  on  Lake  Providence. 

( hi  account  of  ill  health,  he  was  forced  to 
Lave,  and  returned  to  Indiana,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  produce  business.  Most  of  his 
produce  he  sold  in  the  south,  running  from  three 
to  live  tlatboats  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
nvers  each  winter.  He  first  made  his  liead- 
Muartcrs  at  Xo.  3 Front  street,  Cincinnati,  and 
biter  at  Rockport,  Ind.  He  became  interested 
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in  the  building  of  a steamboat,  but  sold  it  before 
its  completion.  At  the  opening  of  Oklahoma 
he  had  six  thousand  bushels  of  potatoes  at  Rock- 
port  ready  to  ship  to  St.  Louis.  The  first  six 
carloads  that  were  shipped  did  not  bring  more 
than  enough  to  pay  the  freight.  The  party  with 
whom  he  made  a contract  to  take  the  remainder 
backed  out,  and  lie  was  left  with  three  thousand 
bushels  in  cars.  He  then  came  to  Oklahoma 
to  try  and  sell  them  here,  but  the  country  seemed 
full  of  potatoes.  He  stopped  first  at  Guthrie, 
but  not  being  pleased  with  the  place,  he  came 
to  Oklahoma  City,  with  which  he  was  more 
favorably  impressed,  and  decided  to  locate  here. 
The  date  of  his  arrival  here  was  April  27,  1889. 
He  purchased  lots  9 and  10,  block  23,  on  Main 
street,  between  Broadway  and  Robinson  street, 
for  which  he  paid  $400  each,  and  built  thereon 
Hotel  Weaver,  the  first  hotel  in  the  city.  His 
first  guests  were  ex-Governor  Click  of  Kansas, 
ex-Governor  Crittenden,  Marshall  Jones,  and 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Severes,  two  real-estate 
men.  He  held  his  potatoes  for  some  time,  and 
finally  sold  them  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel.  Re- 
turning home,  he  settled  up  his  affairs,  and  then 
located  permanently  in  Oklahoma  City. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1889,  Mr.  Kramer  rented 
his  hotel  and  embarked  in  the  real-estate  and 
insurance  business,  being  the  first  insurance 
agent  here,  and  the  first  to  make  a fire  plat  of 
the  city.  For  two  years,  he  continued  in  that 
business,  and  then  assisted  in  organizing  the 
State  Xational  Bank,  with  [Messrs.  Cook,  Will, 
Riley,  Rogers  and  Gideon,  the  last  two  of  Texas. 
He  is  still  a director  of  that  bank,  which  is  the 
oldest  and  strongest  financial  institution  in  the 
territory.  He  was  the  second  candidate  for 
mayor  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  only 
defeated  by  thirteen  votes,  though  he  made  no 
effort  to  be  elected.  [Mr.  Kramer  represented 
Colonel  Prince,  of  Quincy,  111.,  and  loaned  for 
him  about  $80,000  on  real  estate  in  this  terri- 
tory. In  1894.  in  partnership  with  Whit  M. 
Grant  and  R.  C.  McCormick,  he  embarked  in 
the  grain  business  under  the  name  of  the  Okla- 
homa Grain  Company,  which  was  incorporated, 
and  of  which  he  was  president  one  year,  when 
the  firm  dissolved.  [Mr.  Kramer  continued  in 
the  business,  however,  and  built  the  elevator  on 
First  street,  between  Robinson  and  Broadway, 
on  the  Choctaw  railroad,  which  has  a capacitv 
of  one  hundred  thousand  bushels.  Later  he  sold 
a half-interest  to  Mr.  Grant,  and  under  the  firm 
name  of  Kramer.  Grant  & Co.,  they  built  an 
elevator  on  the  Santa  Fe  railroad  at  Ponca 
City,  which  has  a capacity  of  twentv-five  thou- 
sand bushels;  one  on  the  Choctaw  railroad  at 
Calumet,  which  lias  a capacity  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand bushels;  and  another  at  Weatherford,  on 
the  Choctaw,  which  has  a capacity  of  eight  thou- 
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sand  bushels.  In  the  fall  of  1899  they  began 
the  erection  of  a flouring  mill  on  First  street, 
between  Robinson  and  Broadway,  which  was 
completed  in  April,  1900,  and  is  a modern  plant, 
supplied  \ ith  rollers  and  the  latest  improved 
machinery,  tire  capacity  being  three  hundred 
barrels. 

For  the  past  two  years  Mr.  Kramer  has  also 
engaged  in  the  coal,  wood  and  feed  business,  at 
the  corner  of  Robinson  and  First  streets,  and 
has  built  up  a large  wholesale  trade  in  those 
lines.  He  has  a large  warehouse,  175x100  feet, 
and  storage  capacity  for  forty  carloads  of  coal 
and  three  hundred  cords  of  wood.  In  1897  he 
purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the 
city  on  the  west,  which  he  has  converted  into 
a fine  driving  park,  known  as  the  Kramer  Race 
and  Ball  Park.  On  its  half-mile  track  Gentry  and 
Patchen  made  the  world’s  half-mile  pacing  record, 
September  22,  1899,  in  2:09  and  2:07,  respect- 
ively; also  a five  and  a half  furlong  world's  run- 
ning race  record,  by  Tartar,  in  1 103.  These 
have  made  the  track  one  of  the  most  famous 
in  the  world.  The  amphitheater  will  hold  three 
thousand  people,  and  there  are  about  ninety 
stalls  fitted  up  for  caring  for  race  horses.  Be- 
sides his  residence  and  business  property  in  the 
city,  Mr.  Kramer  formerly  owned  a fine  farm 
of  eighty  acres,  two  miles  northwest  of  Okla- 
homa, on  which  is  a good  vineyard,  a pleasant 
residence,  all  modern,  improvements.  This  he 
sold  in  1900  and  removed  to  Oklahoma  City. 

On  the  22nd  of  April,  1896,  Mr.  Kramer  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie  Simpson,  a 
native  of  Texas,  and  a daughter  of  J.  L.  Simp- 
son, a prominent  farmer  and  ranchman  o: 
Crutcho  township,  Oklahoma  countv.  Their 
first  child,  Louis,  died  at  the  age  of  six  months. 
A younger  son,  Victor  Jennings,  was  born  June 
1,  1900.  Since  the  spring  of  1900  tliev  have 
made  their  home  at  No.  224  Sixth  street,  where 
they  have  a beautiful  and  attractive  residence. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Kramer  is  a Lutheran, 
and  in  his  social  relations  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Democratic  partv  in  the 
territory:  was  a member  of  even-  citv,  comm- 
and territorial  convention  until  1897,  and  has 
been  chairman  of  the  county  central  committee. 
He  is  a stanch  advocate  of  free  silver,  and  a great 
admirer  of  W illiam  J.  Bryan.  He  was  a member 
of  the  reception  committee  that  received  that 
gentleman  in  Oklahoma  City  before  his  nomi- 
nation for  president.  Mr.  Kramer  made  ar- 
rangements to  have  the  speech  of  Mr.  Brvan 
taken  down,  but  the  stenographer  disappointed 
him.  He  then  went  to  Guthrie  and  got  Mr. 
Bryan  to  repeat  a part  of  it  on  the  way.  and  the 
remainder  on  his  trip  to  Texas.  Our  subject  then 
had  it  published  in  the  Sunday  Record,  together 


with  his  own  criticism  on  Carlisle’s  speeches  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  and  at  his  own  expensi 
had  over  five  thousand  extra  copies  issued  and 
distributed  all  over  the  territory.  He  has  ever 
labored  untiringly  for  the  interests  of  his  partv, 
and  done  all  in  his  power  to  insure  its  success. 
He  has  visited  the  mountains  of  the  west,  and 
has  traveled  quite  extensively  all  over  the  United 
States,  and  is  thoroughly  informed  on  the  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day,  as  well  as  all  topics 
of  general  interest.  As  a citizen  he  meets  every 
requirement  and  manifests  a commendable  in- 
terest in  everything  calculated  to  advance  the 
moral,  social  or  material  welfare  of  his  commu- 
nity. 


NEWTON  J.  MYERS,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  is  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
Canadian  county,  and  resides  on  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  23,  township  13,  range 
7 west.  He  has  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
on  section  23,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  26,  and  eighty- 
acres  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  27.  His 
postoffice  is  El  Reno. 

Mr.  Myers  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
June  19,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Nancy 
(Mathew)  Myers.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
Ross  county  until  his  seventeenth  year,  when  he 
went  to  Lawrence,  Kans.  He  received  but  a 
common-school  education,  as  his  father  died 
when  he  was  seven  years  old.  In  Lawrence  he 
worked  as  a laborer  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war.  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  A. 
Third  Kansas  Volunteers.  In  1857  he  had  taken 
a part  in  the  struggle  in  Kansas,  helping  to  level 
the  barricades  in  Massachusetts  street,  Lawrence, 
and,  going  with  Lane  and  three  hundred  other 
men  to  Lecompton,  where  they  stopped  the  ses- 
sion of  the  pro-slavery  legislature.  He  was  mus- 
tered into  service  at  Mouncl  Citv.  Kans.,  under 
Capt.  John  A.  Foreman,  and  eight  months  after 
organization  they  applied  for  pay,  but  the  gov- 
ernment refused  on  the  ground  that  thev  were 
not  properly  mustered  into  the  service. 

Detailed  as  a recruiting  agent  at  Troy.  Ivans., 
he  remained  there  until  April,  1862,  when  he 
was  ordered  to  join  the  regiment  at  Camp  De- 
fiance. near  Mound  City,  that  state,  but  before 
he  reached  them  the  regiment  moved  to  Paola. 
where  lie  joined  them,  becoming  sergeant  and 
color-bearer.  During-  the  spring  of  1862  thev 
were  properly  mustered  into  service  and  were 
merged  with  the  Fourth  Kansas  Infantrv, 
known  as  the  “Democrat"  Fourth.  The  new 
regiment  became  die  Tenth,  known  as  the 
"Moral"  Tenth.  They  were  ordered  on  dutv  at 
Humboldt,  Kans.,  to  relieve  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, and  had  a skirmish  at  Locust  Grove,  where 
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capt  ired  Colonel  Clarkson  and  his  com- 
niatul.  taking  them  by  surprise  while  at  break- 
i.i't.  Moving  on  to  Tahlequah,  they  captured 
( liief  Rcss  and  several  trunks  of  gold.  Later 
tliev  were  ordered  to  Kansas,  but  before  reach- 
ing* that  state  they  were  detailed  to  relieve  the 
attack  on  Lone  Jack,  Mo.  They  had  a running 
tight  of  ten  days,  the  rebels  retreating  south. 
Tliev  next  fell  back  to  Fort  Scott,  Ivans.,  where 
an  attack  was  expected.  While  at  a meeting,  the 
enemy  were  sighted  and  the  regiment  was  or- 
dered out  to  drive  them  away,  but  they  unex- 
pectedly encountered  a force  of  seven  thousand 
rebels  under  General  Raines.  As  there  were 
large  government  supplies  at  Fort  Scott,  they 
removed  them  to  Leavenworth.  They  next  went 
to  Osceola  and  captured  the  town  and  Confed- 
erate supplies,  taking  $75,000  in  gold.  Moving 
to  West  Point,  while  there  they  marched  against 
the  Confederates  at  Jonestown,  driving  them 
out,  but  m so  doing  lost  the  colonel  of  the  Fifth 
Kansas  Regiment.  Next  they  were  ordered  to 
Lexington,  Mo.,  to  reinforce  Mulligan,  but  be- 
fore getting  there  they  heard  of  his  surrender, 
and  set  about  fortifying  Kansas  City.  When 
Price  moved  south,  they  followed  him  and  were 
concentrated  with  the  forces  of  Generals  Siegel, 
Fremont  and  Lane.  The  Kansas  men  were 
anxious  for  a fight,  and  got  permission  to  go 
foraging,  but  as  they  started  with  too  large  a 
force  they  were  ordered  back.  They  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Mound  City,  Kans.,  and  made 
an  expedition  to  Pattenville.  Bates  county,  Mo., 
where  they  burned  supplies,  mills,  etc.,  on  ac- 
count of  the  murder  of  two  of  the  soldiers,  at 
home  on  furlough.  Among  the  various  soldiers 
whom  they  captured  was  Lieutenant  Cole,  whom 
our  subject  had  paroled. 

In  the  winter  of  1S63  Mr.  Myers  was  ordered, 
with  his  regiment,  to  Kansas  City,  where  they 
guarded  prisoners,  among  whom  were  the  wife, 
child  and  sister  of  Bill  Anderson.  While  he 
was  located  at  Trov,  Kans.,  March  10,  1S62,  he 
married  Maria  C.  Turner,  and  his  family  went 
to  Kansas  City  while  he  was  stationed  there. 
In  the  winter  of  1863  he  was  ordered  to  St. 
Louis,  and  marched  to  Dresden,  completing  the 
trip  by  railroad.  With  his  company,  he  went 
to  Benton  Barracks,  where  he  remained  until 
spring,  then  going  to  Camp  Jackson  for  a short 
time.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Newtonia,  Mo.;  Fort  Wayne.  Cain  Hill, 
Ark;  and  Prairie  Grove.  In  the  winter  of  1863- 
1864,  he  spent  three  months  at  St.  Louis,  and  in 
tlie  spring  of  1864  went  to  Alton,  111.,  to  guard 
the  prisoners  at  the  old  penitentiary  building, 
remaining  until  April  of  that  year.  During  that 
time  Harry  Truman  was  court-martialed.  They 
received  word  to  go  after  John  Morgan,  but 
were  checked  by  his  burning  a bridge.  After  a 


few  weeks  in  Indianapolis,  they  marched  to 
Cairo,  111.  They  were  ordered  to  Paducah,  Ivy., 
but  the  colonel  refused  to  go  farther,  and  took 
charge,  by  force,  of  a steamer  to  go  to  St.  Louis. 
At  Cape  Girardeau  they  stopped  to  get  wood, 
but,  the  rebels  appearing,  they  went  on  to  St. 
Louis  and  did  duty  there.  The  colonel  was 
court-martialed  and  dismissed  from  the  service. 
While  they  were  on  duty  there  were  four  hun- 
dred Confederate  officers  in  prison,  and  some 
who  were  let  out  to  exercise  made  a dash  for 
freedom,  several  escaping. 

Mr.  Myers  continued  at  St.  Louis  until  his 
time  was  out  and  was  there  during  the  Great 
Mississippi  Fair,  when  a flag  was  voted  to  the 
most  popular  regiment,  and  was  won  by  the 
Tenth  Kansas,  and  received  by  Air.  Myers  as 
color-bearer.  He  was  presented  with  ivory- 
handled  pistols  by  Harry  Truman,  but  when  he 
produced  the  order  at  the  hotel  they  put  in  a 
bill  for  $47,  which  he  paid,  and  then  they  gave 
him  different  pistols  from  the  ones  he  was  to 
receive.  He  was  mustered  out  in  Leavenworth, 
Kans.,  in  August,  1864,  having  served  over 
three  years.  While  in  St.  Louis  he  received  a 
recruiting  commission  and  enlisted  a company, 
of  which  he  was  elected  captain,  but  resigned,  as 
he  did  not  care  to  take  command. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  Mr.  Myers  went  to  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  for  a time,  then 
went  to  Boone,  Boone  county,  Iowa,  and  bought 
lots,  but  in  the  following  February  sold  out. 
After  spending  the  winter  in  Topeka,  Ivans.,  I12 
went  to  Geneva,  in  southern  Kansas,  and  later 
to  Cowley  county,  where  he  entered  a claim. 
However,  after  a few  months,  he  went  to  Texas 
and  began  to  farm,  but  his  health  failed.  From 
Ellis  county'  he  moved  to  Wise  county,  and  lived 
there  for  nine  years,  next  going  to  Tucker,  I.  T., 
where  he  remained  for  four  years.  He  made  the 
run  for  a homestead  April  22,  1889,  and  located 
the  claim  which  constitutes  his  present  well- 
improved  farm. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Alyers  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  two  of  whom  grew  to  maturity: 
Rachel  Curtis  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years,  leaving  two  children,  of  whom  one.  Rich- 
ard, is  still  living;  Ida  Emma  married  Robert 
L.  Jennings,  by  whom  she  has  five  children,  and 
lives  near  her  father.  Air.  and  Airs.  Alyers  have 
adopted  a daughter.  Lola  I.,  who  is  living  at 
home.  Our  subject  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
but  not  an  office-seeker.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Dunkard  faith,  but  became  a Presbvterian  and 
served  as  deacon  in  Texas.  His  wife  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Farmers’  Alliance  in  Texas,  and  belongs 
now  to  El  Reno  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  lie 
was  elected  vice-commander.  He  has  been  com- 
mander, but  resigned  the  office,  ■ 
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JM.  ROSS,  a member  of  the  large  business 
. fffm  of  Newell  & Ross,  of  Enid,  is  a pio- 
neer in  his  line,  having  devoted  nearly  three 
and  a half  decades  to  the  sale  of  agricultural 
implements.  No  one  is  better  posted  than  he 
in  the  Acquirements  of  the  farmers,  and  on  ac- 
count of  his  proverbial  square  dealing  and  fair- 
ness to  his  customers,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  the  general  public.  As  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  and  business  men  of  Garfield  county,  a 
sketch  of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest. 

Born  in  that  portion  of  the  Old  Dominion 
now  known  as  West  Virginia,  J.  M.  Ross  comes 
of  a pioneer  family  in  that  region,  he  being  of 
the  fourth  generation  whose  birthplace  was  in 
Tyler  county.  His  great-grandfather,  Capt. 
James  Ross,  whose  ancestors  dwelt  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Ireland,  won  his  title  by  gallant  serv- 
ice in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  being  connected 
with  a Virginia  regiment.  His  son,  Henry, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a miller  by  trade, 
and  also  carried  on  a farm  in  his  native  state. 
There  occurred  the  birth  of  James,  father  of 
J.  M.  Ross.  He  possessed  natural  mechanical 
talent,  and  for  some  vears  subsequent  to  his  set- 
tlement at  Senecaville,  Ohio,  he  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  saddle-trees.  After  residing 
in  that  place  for  twelve  years,  in  1857  he  re- 
moved to  Flora,  Clay  county,  111.,  where  he  man- 
aged a farm  for  years.  He  attained  the  ripe  age 
of  seventy-six  years,  dying  at  his  home  in  El- 
dorado, Kans.,  where  he  had  dwelt  for  several 
years.  His  wife  also  departed  this  life  in  that 
town,  and  three  of  their  nine  children  have 
passed  to  the  silent  land.  The  mother,  Mar- 
garet (Meredith)  Ross,  was  a native  of  Mary- 
land, and  her  parents  were  born  in  Wales.  The 
father,  Thomas  Meredith,  was  a farmer  and  mer- 
chant in  Maryland  for  a period,  and  later  re- 
moved to  West  Virginia,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. 

J.  M.  Ross  was  born  at  Middle  Island,  Tyler 
county,  W.  Va.,  August  18,  1840,  and  is  the 
only  surviving  son  in  the  parental  family.  From 
1845  to  1857  he  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Senecaville,  Ohio,  and  later  pursued  his  studies 
in  Clay  county.  111.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he 
went  to  Atchison,  Kans.,  where  he  fitted  out 
an  ox  team,  and  started  across  the  plains  to 
Pike’s  Peak,  following  the  Platte  river  route. 
His  experiences  on  the  way  were  much  the 
same  as  those  of  other  adventurous  spirits  who 
thus  took  their  lives  in  their  hands,  and  on  one 
occasion  he  and  his  party  were  surrounded  bv 
the  formidable  band  of  Indians,  whose  leader  was 
the  famous  Red  Cloud.  Mr.  Ross,  however,  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  reach  his  destination  in  safety, 
and  during  that  summer  he  mined  and  pros- 
pected in  the  vicinity  of  Nevadaville  and  Rus- 
sell's Gulch,  in  the  mountains.  In  the  autumn 


of  the  same  year  he  returned  to  Illinois,  driving 
a mule  team  overland  to  Omaha. 

In  July,  1862,  Mr.  Ross  enlisted  in  Companv 
A,  Ninety-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  army  at  Central  City,  111.  lie 
was  assigned  to  Wilder’s  Mounted  Brigade,  in 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  took  part  in 
some  of  the  severest  campaigns  of  the  war.  The 
mere  mention  of  some  of  the  famous  battles  in 
which  he  was  actively  engaged  will  bear  out 
this  statement:  Chickamauga,  Stone  River, 

Missionary  Ridge,  Orchard  Gap,  Resaca,  Dal- 
ton, Snake  Creek,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Ebenezer 
Church,  Buzzard’s  Roost,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
siege  of  Atlanta,  Lovejoy  Station,  Jonesboro, 
Nashville,  Gravelly  Spring,  Tuscaloosa,  Selma, 
Montgomery,  Columbus  and  Macon,  Ga.  At 
Selma  he  was  in  Wilson’s  Cavalry,  and  it  is  said 
that  this  is  the  only  recorded  instance  of  a strictly 
cavalry  force  attacking  a fortified  city.  At  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  he  was  encamped  at  the  time  that  Jeff 
Davis  was  brought  into  the  lines  by  his  captors. 
In  June,  1865,  Mr.  Ross  returned  to  Illinois,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  in  Springfield  on  the 
7th  of  July. 

For  a year  or  more  he  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead, assisting  in  the  management  of  the  place, 
and  in  February,  1867,  became  a traveling  sales- 
man for  a Geneseo  (111.)  agricultural  implement 
company.  In  1870  he  established  himself  in  the 
same  line  of  business  at  Menlo,  Iowa,  and  six 
years  later  removed  to  Grinnell,  same  state, 
where  he  dealt  extensively  in  farm  implements 
until  the  spring  of  1880.  At  that  time  he  entered 
into  the  employ  of  the  Randolph-Hedder  Com- 
pany, and  traveled  in  its  interests  to  all  parts  of 
the  United  States,  save  on  the  Pacific  coast.  He 
proved  himself  so  valuable  to  the  firm  that,  in 
1881,  he  was  sent  to  Russia,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Odessa,  the  great  center  of  the  wheat-ship- 
ping  district  of  that  great  empire,  he  succeeded 
in  introducing  the  first  farm  machinery  manu- 
factured by  his  house.  In  1887  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  Lyons,  Kans.,  and  from  1892  to  1898 
traveled  for  the  Plano  Manufacturing  Companv. 
in  the  meantime  frequently  coming  to  various 
parts  of  Oklahoma.  Impressed  with  the  flour- 
ishing agricultural  region,  of  which  Enid  is  the 
natural  center,  he  bought  out  the  firm  of  Cun- 
ningham & Cropper,  in  1900,  and  now  is  con- 
ducting one  of  the  most  extensive  business 
houses  in  the  territory.  He  continues  to  repre- 
sent many  of  the  products  of  the  Plano  Manu- 
facturing Company,  the  Rock  Island,  Canton 
and  Syracuse  plows,  and  the  Nichols  & Shep- 
herd, and  the  Rumely  threshing  machines.  He 
also  carries  a fine  line  of  Racine  (Wis.)  carriages, 
and  the  Studebaker,  the  Mitchell  and  Charter 
( )ak  wagons.  He  is  a member  of  the  Implement 
Dealers’  Association,  of  Kansas  Citv. 
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Himself  the  owner  of  a Garfield  county  farm, 
and  a firm  believer  in  the  future  of  the  territory, 
Mr.  Ross  loyally  supports  local  enterprises.  He 
is  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  is  a past  officer  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
order,  and  belongs  to  the  Encampment,  and  at 
Grinnell,  Iowa,  was  initiated  into  Masonry. 

In  Cambridge,  111.,  in  1868,  -the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Ross  and  Miss  Mary  C.  Audas,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  city,  was  solemnized.  Their 
elder  daughter,  Mrs.  G.  B.  Pot  win,  resides  in 
Lyons,  Kans.,  and  the  younger,  Effie,  is  at  home. 
F.  M.,  the  only  son,  whose  home  is  in  Wichita, 
Kans.,  is  the  general  agent  for  Oklahoma  and 
Southern  Kansas  of  the  Plano  Manufacturing 
Company. 


JAMES  P.  MARSHALL,  a prosperous  and 
thoroughly  enterprising  young  merchant  of 
Enid,  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Leaven- 
worth, Kans.,  where  his  father  was  an  honored 
early  citizen.  His  paternal  grandfather,  S.  A., 
and  his  great-grandfather,  Philetus,  were  natives 
of  Massachusetts.  The  former,  who  was  a suc- 
cessful dentist,  practiced  his  profession  in  Pitts- 
burg-, Pa.,  for  several  years,  and  in  1856  removed 
with  his  family  to  Leavenworth,  Ivans.,  making 
the  long  journey  on  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  rivers,  as  that  was  before  the  age  of 
railroads  in  the  west.  The  first  dentist  in  the  city 
mentioned,  and  for  a long  time  the  only  one,  he 
had  something  of  a monopoly,  and  became  in- 
fluential in  the  development  of  the  place.  He 
departed  this  life  eleven  years  ago,  and  was  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  only  four  years.  In  her  girl- 
hood she  bore  the  name  of  Mary  A.  Reeder,  and 
her  father,  a native  of  England,  was  a wealthy 
iron  foundryman  of  Pittsburg,  her  birthplace. 
Dr.  S.  A.  and  Mary  Marshall  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased. 
George  W.  is  a merchant  in  Concordia,  Kans.; 
Charles  H.  is  a business  man  of  Glasgow,  Ivans., 
and  S.  R.,  ex-mayor  of  Enid,  is  one  of  her  most 
esteemed  citizens  (see  his  sketch,  which  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work).  William  F.,  who  was  a 
member  of  Company  F,  First  Colorado  Infantry, 
was  killed  in  an  engagement  at  Pigeon  Ranch, 
N.  M.,  his  opponents  being  known  as  the  Texas 
Rangers. 

James  P.  Marshall,  Sr.,  son  of  Dr.  S.  A.  Mar- 
shall, was  born  in  Kittanning,  Pa.,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Leavenworth.  During  the  Ci\il  war 
lie  served  in  the  state  militia,  at  the  time  that 
Price  was  making  his  famous  raids.  For  a wife 
he  chose  Ruth  Houston,  whose  father,  Dr.  Levi 
Houston,  served  in  the  Federal  army  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a surgeon.  lie  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Leavenworth,  dating  his  residence 
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there  from  1857,  and  until  his  death  he  continued 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  For  some  time 
J.  Ik  Marshall  conducted  a photograph  gallery  in 
Leavenworth,  and  later  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business.  From  1887  to  1889  he  was  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business  at  Wichita,  Ivans.,  and 
then  removing  to  the  vicinity  of  Winfield,  Cow- 
ley county,  Kans.,  he  purchased  eight  hundred 
acres  of  land,  situated  in  one  body.  This  prop- 
erty is  yet  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  He 
was  a member  of  the  [Masonic  fraternity.  He 
died  in  1894  and  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who 
makes  her  home,  as  formerly,  in  Kansas.  She 
was  born  near  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  and  was 
young  when  she  went  to  Leavenworth.  Her 
son,  Samuel  Taylor,  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Kansas,  and  another  son,  Levi  H.,  is  in  San 
Diego,  Cal.,  where  he  is  representing  W.  G. 
Fuller  & Co. 

James  P.  Marshall  was  born  in  Leavenworth, 
Kans.,  March  4,  1867.  and  spent  his  youth  in  that 
city.  He  obtained  a liberal  education  in  the  gram- 
mar and  high  schools,  and  after  completing  his 
studies  entered  the  employ  of  Garrigues  & Co.,  a 
prominent  lumber  firm  of  the  city.  Remain- 
ing with  that  concern  for  seven  years,  the  young 
man  then  accepted  a position  as  traveling  audi- 
tor of  the  Alexander  Lumber  Company,  and,  for 
the  most  part,  his  employment  kept  him  in  Okla- 
homa. In  February.  1894,  he  took  charge  of  the 
lumber  yards  owned  by  the  firm  at  Enid,  and 
continued  as  manager  of  the  same  until  January, 
1900,  when,  in  partnership  with  C.  S.  [McClellan, 
he  purchased  the  plant.  The  new  business  was 
duly  incorporated  under  the  present  style,  The 
Enid  Lumber  Company,  with  Mr.  Marshall  as 
president  and  treasurer  and  Mr.  McClellan  as 
secretary.  The  yard  has  a street  frontage  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  feet,  while  it  is  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  deep.  All  kinds  of  lumber  and 
building  material  are  kept  in  stock,  and  owing 
to  the  integrity  and  enterprise  of  the  firm  the 
business  is  constantly  increasing  in  volume.  [Mr. 
Marshall  belongs  to  the  [Missouri  and  Kansas 
Lumber  Dealers’  Association,  and  year  by  vear 
is  rising  in  the  esteem  of  the  public.  It  is  his  in- 
tention to  embark  in  the  manufacture  of  brick 
also  in  the  near  future,  and  for  some  time  he  has 
been  financially  interested  in  the  south  side  addi- 
tion to  Enid. 

The  schools  of  Enid  are  conducted  on  modern 
lines  and  our  citizens  are  justly  proud  of  them. 
Mr.  Marshall  has  contributed  his  due  share  to- 
ward their  upbuilding,  servingas  a member  of  the 
school  board  as  a representative  of  the  fourth 
ward,  and  in  his  second  term  was  seeretarv  of  the 
body.  He  is  a charter  member  of  the  Commer- 
cial Club  of  Enid,  is  connected  with  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World  and  the  I loo!  Hoo!  Club.  T11 
his  political  creed  he  is  a true-blue  Republican. 
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The  marriage  of  Mr.  Marshall  and  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Noll  took  place  in  Leavenworth  in  1889. 
She  is  a.  native  of  that  city,  and  by  her  union  is 
the  mother  of  two  daughters,  Ruth  and  Octavia. 


JA.  RYAN,  M.  D.,  possesses  wide  experi- 
% ence  as  a practitioner  and  is  accounted  one 
of  the  most  successful  physicians  of  Okla- 
homa City,  where  he  has  engaged  in  practice 
since  1890.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  spirits 
of  the  city,  and  by  his  connection  with  many 
public  enterprises  has  done  much  to  promote  its 
general  welfare. 

Dr.  Ryan  was  born  near  Decatur,  Morgan 
county,  Ala.,  December  28,  1856,  and  is  a son 
of  W.  S.  and  Julia  (Oden)  Ryan.  He  comes  of 
an  old  southern  family,  and  his  grandfather,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  was  a promi- 
nent planter  of  Morgan  county,  Ala.  \Y.  S. 
Ryan  was  also  a planter  of  that  state  until  1867, 
when  he  located  in  Paris.  Tex.,  and  became  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  followed  that  line 
of  business  until  1890,  and  then  removed  to 
Montague,  Tex.,  where  he  was  a merchant  until 
his  death  in  January,  1897.  In  religious  attach- 
ment he  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Ala.,  and 
was  a daughter  of  a planter  of  that  place.  They 
became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
eight  survive,  all  but  our  subject  making  their 
homes  in  the  Indian  Territory  or  Texas.  Wil- 
liam J.,  the  oldest,  served  in  an  Alabama  regi- 
ment during  the  Civil  war,  and  now  resides  at 
Montague,  Tex.;  J.  N.,  who  received  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  from  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medi- 
cine, is  engaged  in  practice  at  Sulphur  Springs. 
I.  T. ; and  G.'L.,  who  also  received  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  from  the  Kentucky  School  of  [Medicine, 
is  practicing  in  Indian  Territory. 

J.  A.  Ryan  was  reared  in  Alabama  until  1867, 
when  lie  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Paris,  Tex., 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  From  his 
earliest  recollection  it  was  his  ambition  to  be- 
come a physician,  and  when  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  a cousin.  Dr.  Ryan,  of  Paris.  He  was 
the  first  of  his  family  to  take  up  that  profession, 
but  he  was  soon  followed  by  two  brothers.  For 
one  year  he  attended  Missouri  Medical  College 
in  St.  Louis,  and  then  entered  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine  in  Louisville.  Kv.  After  one 
term  in  that  institution  he  became  a student  in 
the  Idospital  College  of  Medicine,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1887  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1877,  he  located  at  Leon,  I.  T., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  “saddle-bag"  practice 
for  a period  of  thirteen  years,  when  not  in  at- 
tendance at  school.  In  January,  1800,  he  settled 
in  Oklahoma  Citv  and  built  a handsome  resi- 


dence on  the  corner  of  Fifth  street  and  Harrison 
avenue. 

Commencing  in  professional  work,  he  soon 
had  a leading  practice,  and  now  iias  well- 
equipped  apartments  in  the  McGlinchy  building. 
He  has  been  a continuous  student,  keeping  thor- 
oughly informed  in  the  rapid  advancement  be- 
ing made  in  medical  science.  In  1893  he  took  a 
course  of  study  in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic;  in 
1895  and  1897  studied  in  the  Post-Graduate  Col- 
lege of  Chicago;  and  in  1900  took  a course  in 
the  Post-Graduate  Hospital,  New  York  city.  He 
has  been  exceedingly  successful  in  surgery,  and 
is  surgeon  for  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Fe 
Railroad,  and  for  the  St.  Louis  & San  Francisco 
Railroad.  Governor  Renfrow  appointed  him  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  Board  of  Health,  and 
he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  board,  serv- 
ing one  term.  He  is  a member  of  the  Oklahoma 
Territorial  Medical  Association;  the  Santa  Fe 
Medical  & Surgical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
vice-president  in  1898;  and  the  North  Texas 
and  Indian  Territory  [Medical  Association,  of 
which  he  was  at  one  time  president.  Besides  his 
other  interests,  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
is  a director  of  the  Western  National  Bank.  He 
owned  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
adjoining  the  city,  and  gave  ten  acres  of  it  to- 
ward the  building  of  the  St.  Louis  & Oklahoma 
City  Railroad.  Afterward  he  sold  the  balance  of 
the  farm,  but  still  owns  valuable  property  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

Dr.  Ryan  was  married  in  Leon,  I.  T.,  to  Alice 
Clark,  a native  of  [Missouri.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Lula,  who  attends 
Hardin  College,  in  Missouri;  [Minnie  and  Ger- 
trude: and  Alvin  J.,  who  was  killed  in  18S9  by 
falling  off  the  grand  stand  at  Oklahoma  City 
during  the  Fourth  of  July  celebration  of  that 
'year.  Politically  our  subject  is  a Democrat. 
Fraternallv  he  was  made  a Mason  at  Leon,  and 
is  now  a member  of  Oklahoma  Citv  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M. 


T B.  ROLATER,  M.  D.  Prominent  in  the 
J # circles  of  the  medical  profession  in  Okla- 
homa City  since  the  time  of  the  opening  in 
1889,  Dr.  Rolater  has  since  enjoyed  a successful 
practice,  and  ranks  among  the  leading  physi- 
cians of  his  portion  of  the  territory. 

Dr.  Rolater  is  of  German  descent,  but  the 
family  name  has  been  Americanized.  His  father. 
John  Rolater,  was  born  in  Deuford,  Germany, 
sixty  miles  south  of  Frankfort,  and  was  six- 
teen years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country, 
in  1829,  with  his  father,  who  became  a planter 
of  South  Carolina.  In  1859  he  removed  to 
Cherokee  county,  Ala.,  where  he  was  a planter 
until  his  retirement  from  active  cares.  He  is 
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now  eighty-seven  years  old.  and  resides  at  the 
home  of  our  subject.  His  wife  was  Melissa  Mc- 
Creary, of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  being  a planter's  daughter.  She 
died  while  on  a visit  in  Texas  in  1895.  Eleven 
children  blessed  this  home,  of  whom  nine  sur- 
vive. Nicholas  served  in  the  Civil  war  with  the 
Nineteenth  Alabama  Regiment,  and  was  killed 
in  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  Edmund,  who  resides 
in  Texas,  served  in  the  same  regiment,  and  was 
wounded  at  Chickamauga.  John,  Jr.,  also  lives 
in  Texas. 

J.  B.  Rolater  was  born  January  10,  1861, 
in  Cherokee  county,  Ala.,  and  was  reared  in  that 
county,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
He  was  also  a pupil  in  the  Hearn  Institute,  of 
Cave  Springs,  Ga.  In  1881  he  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine  under  Dr.  D.  T.  McCall,  of  Cave 
Springs,  and  in  the  following  year  entered  the 
medical  department  of  Vanderbilt  University,  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1884.  Opening  an  office  at 
Rock  Run,  Ala.,  he  continued  there  until  1886, 
when  he  removed  to  Rockwall,  Tex.  He  prac- 
ticed in  the  latter  town  for  three  years,  and  in 
July,  1889,  came  to  Oklahoma  City.  Success  at- 
tended his  efforts  from  the  start,  and  he  now 
enjoys  a very  extensive  general  practice,  in  ad- 
dition to  a large  practice  in  surgery,  of  which 
he  has  made  a specialty.  Ever  a student  of  his 
profession,  in  order  to  be  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  methods  of  modern  practice,  he  took  a 
course  of  study  in  the  New  York  Polytechnic 
College  during  the  years  1S85,  1886  and  1887. 
That  his  efforts  to  perfect  his  knowledge  of  med- 
ical science  have  met  with  the  appreciation  of 
the  citizens  of  Oklahoma  City  is  evidenced  by 
the  extent  of  his  practice.  He  is  surgeon  for 
the  Choctaw  Railroad,  and  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  building  up  of  the  city.  He  has  his  office 
in  the  Kuhlman  Building,  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Robinson  streets. 

At  Greenville,  Fla.,  Dr.  Rolater  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Ida  David,  who  was  born  at  Cave 
Springs,  Ga.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Fe- 
male Seminary.  Dr.  Rolater  is  a member  of  the 
\merican  Medical  Association,  the  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  the 
( Iklahoma  Medical  Association  and  the  Indian 
1 erritory  Medical  Association. 


JG.  UNGER.  Now  practically  retired  from 
, the  active  business  cares  and  responsibili- 
ties which  have  occupied  his  time  until 
'|uite  recently,  J.  G.  Unger,  an  esteemed  citizen 
Enid,  is  resting  on  his  laurels,  which  are  not 
lrw.  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  wars  of  toil. 

1 ’lie  <>f  the  first  to  enlist  in  the  defense  of  his 


country,  in  her  hour  of  peril,  he  devoted  nearly 
five  years  of  his  prime  to  the  Union  cause,  and 
throughout  his  life  has  been  a true  patriot,  loy- 
ally standing  by  her  institutions. 

As  his  name  implies,  Mr.  Unger  comes  of  an 
old  German  family,  his  father,  George  Unger, 
having  been  a native  of  the  great  empire  across 
the  Atlantic.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
early  manhood,  and  thenceforth  made  his  home 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he  plied  his  trade  of  shoe- 
making. Both  he  and  his  wife  departed  this  life 
in  the  “Quaker"  city,  and  three  of  their  six  chil- 
dren are  deceased.  George  and  John  and  J.  G. 
were  valiant  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war  and  John 
was  killed  on  a-  southern  battle-field.  George 
and  a sister,  Kate,  also  have  passed  to  their  re- 
ward. 

J.  G.  Unger  was  born  in  Philadelphia  April 
16,  1837,  and  was  reared  in  that  city,  attending 
the  public  schools  in  his  youth.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of 
a brass  moulder,  and  mastered  the  business, 
after  which,  in  1856,  he  obtained  employment  at 
Burlington  and  Rock  Island,  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  For  three  years  he  was  in  the  service  of 
the  Northern  Line  and  other  companies  owning 
steamers  which  plied  the  “Father  of  Waters," 
and  made  many  a trip  between  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
and  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  to  New  Orleans. 

In  May,  1861,  Mr.  Unger  volunteered  in  Com- 
pany C,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  being  mustered 
into  the  Federal  army  at  Burlington.  His  ser- 
vice was  in  the  west,  and  among  the  battles  in 
which  he  participated  were  Springfield,  Mo., 
Prairie  Grove,  Van  Buren,  Ball  Bluffs,  Little 
Rock  and  Camden,  Ark.,  Independence,  Mo., 
and  others.  He  veteranized  and  remained  in  the 
ranks,  aiding  in  the  work  of  reconstruction  in 
the  southwest  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
being  mustered  out  at  Austin,  Tex.,  March  1, 
1866,  after  four  years  and  nine  months  of  army 
life. 

Returning  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  Mr.  Unger 
devoted  several  years  to  the  business  of  bridge 
building,  erecting  both  county  and  railroad 
bridges  at  different  points  in  the  west.  For  a 
period  he  lived  at  Hannibal,  Mo.*,  and  in  1870 
located  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  returning  to  Burling- 
ton four  years  later.  In  1S79  took  up  his 
residence  in  Newton,  Kans.,  and  six  vears  later 
engaged  in  a mercantile  business  at  Garden  Citv, 
same  state.  He  officiated  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  of  that  place  for  five  years  and  be- 
came prominent  in  local  affairs.  In  November. 
1893.  lie  removed  his  stock  of  goods  to  Enid, 
and  embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  which  he 
continued  to  supervise  until  June.  1898.  when  he 
sold  out  and  retired.  For  some  time  he  has  been 
interested  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  grain  and 
various  other  local  enterprises.  He  built  a com- 
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modious  modern  residence,  but  later  disposed 
of  it  at  a good  price. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Unger  is  past  commander  of 
Irwin  McDowell  Post  No.  19,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Enid, 
and  is  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  his  po- 
litical creed  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  ' 

In  Burlington,  Iowa,  Air.  Unger  married  Mary 
E.  Endicott,  who  was  born  in  Monmouth,  111., 
and  died  in  Burlington,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Cora,  now  the  wife  of  W.  R.  McKee,  and  mother 
of  a little  son.  James  R.  Mr.  McKee  is  a na- 
tive of  Burlington,  a son  of  R.  W.  and  Sarah  J. 
McKee.  He  has  lived  in  this  territory  since  it 
was  opened,  with  the  exception  of  a short  pe- 
riod spent  in  Ilhnois,  in  1890-91.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1892  he  embarked  in  the  flour  and  feed 
business  at  Hennessey,  and  since  September  16, 
1893,  has  been  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness at  Enid.  Here  he  has  also  dealt  extensively 
in  grain,  and  is  at  present  the  principal  owner  of 
the  electric  light  plant. 


FRED  EHLER.  The  representative  place 
which  Hennessey  has  taken  among  the 
prominent  cities  of  Oklahoma  for  several 
years  past  must  be  attributed  to  the  enterprise 
and  progressive  spirit  of  her  business  men,  a 
leader  of  whom  is  the  subject  of  this  article. 
During  the  nine  years  of  his  residence  here  he 
has  been  a power  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city, 
and  is  looked  up  to  and  consulted  in  all  affairs 
of  local  importance. 

Of  German  extraction,  Mr.  Elder  is  a son  of 
Harmon  and  Catherine  (Schrell)  Elder.  The 
father  was  born  and  reared  in  Baden,  Germany, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  his  early  man- 
hood. Settling  in  West  Alexandria,  Preble 
county,  Ohio,  he  pursued  one  line  of  business — 
that  of  a merchant  tailor— in  that  place  for  forty- 
four  years.  He  commanded  the  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him,  and  when  he  was  called  to  his 
reward  the  entire  community  deeply  mourned 
his  loss.  He  passed  into  the  silent  land  in  No- 
vember, 1899,  when  he  was  in  his  sixty-eighth 
vear.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Preble  county, 
Ohio,  is  still  living  at  their  old  home.  Both 
have  been  members  of  the  Lutheran  denomina- 
tion, and  their  lives  have  been  exemplary  in 
every  respect.  Mrs.  Elder's  father,  George 
Schrell,  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Preble  county.  Ohio,  where  he 
attained  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Of 
the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elder  two 
reside  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  namely:  George,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars:  and 
Mrs.  Marv  Emerick  Harrison  still  dwells  in 
West  Alexandria,  Ohio,  and  Joseph  and  Mrs. 
Sarah  Plerget  are  citizens  of  Hennessey.  The 


former  came  to  this  locality  as  early  as  1887,  and 
now  is  in  business  with  our  subject. 

The  birth  of  Fred  Elder  took  place  in  West 
Alexandria,  Ohio,  December  23,  1863,  and  in 
the  excellent  grammar  and  high  school  of  that 
town  he  obtained  a liberal  education,  supple- 
menting his  knowledge  by  a thorough  scientific 
course  in  the  Ohio  state  university,  at  Colum- 
bia. In  1S85  he  was  graduated  in  that  institution 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science,  and  then 
took  up  the  study  of  pharmacy.  Returning  to 
his  native  town  he  engaged  in  clerking  in  a 
drug-store  until  1886,  when  he  went  to  Ander- 
son, Ind.,  and  for  three  years  was  similarly  em- 
ployed there.’ 

Eleven  years  ago  Mr.  Elder  came  to  the  west, 
and  for  a couple  of  vears  made  his  home  in 
Kingman,  Ivans.  There  he  officiated  as  teller  of 
the  Kingman  National  Bank,  but  resigned  that 
position  nine  years  ago,  in  order  to  become  a 
citizen  of  Hennessey.  Here  he  embarked  in  a 
general  merchandise  business,  and  soon  built  up 
a trade  which  fully  equaled  his  sanguine  hopes. 
At  first  his  store  was  25x60  feet  in  dimensions, 
but,  this  being  inadequate,  he  built  a substantial 
building  (the  first  brick  store  in  flennessey), 
25x100  feet,  and  two  stories  in  height.  At  length 
this  building  also  was  outgrown,  and  in  January, 
1899,,  Hr.  Elder  purchased  the  block  on  Plain 
street  which  he  now  occupies.  Converting  the 
two  stories  into  one,  75x100  feet,  he  thus  boasts 
the  largest  floor  space  of  any  dry  goods  estab- 
lishment in  this  territory.  It  became  advisable 
to  change  the  business  into  a department  store, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  heavy  hardware  and 
implements,  about  everything  imaginable  can  be 
purchased  here.  The  Elder  Dry  Goods  Com- 
pany is  known  far  and  wide,  and  the  name  is  a 
synonym  of  enterprise  and  square  dealing.  Vis- 
itors from  eastern  cities  never  fail  to  express 
surprise  at  the  magnitude  and  system  of  this  con- 
cern, and  give  the  proprietor  great  credit  for 
what  he  has  accomplished. 

I-n  local  politics  Mr.  Elder  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  some  time 
has  been  connected  with  the  county  and  . city 
central  committees  of  that  body.  For  two  terms 
he  served  in  the  citv  council  .of  Hennessey,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  improve- 
ments. At  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  city 
high  school,  of  which  we  are  justly  proud,  Mr. 
Filler  was  the  treasurer  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion and  handled  the  funds  with  marked  wisdom 
and  foresight.  In  1894  he  aided  in  organizing 
the  Kingfisher  County  Fair  Association,  and  has 
since  acted  as  its  secretary.  A tract  of  forty 
acres,  adjoining  this  city,  is  devoted  to  fair- 
grounds, and  each  year  an  excellent  fair  is  held 
here.  The  buildings,  sheds,  and  general  accom- 
modations for  exhibits,  as  well  as  an  exception- 
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;ill\  fine  half-mile  race  track,  speak  well  for  the 
enterprise  of  the  officials,  of  whom  Mr.  Ehlcr  is 
one  of  the  most  actively  interested.  This  fair 
association,  with  six  others,  comprise  what  is 
known  as  the  Oklahoma  Racing  & Pair  Circuit, 
w hich  in  1900  had  nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars 
in  stakes  and  purses.  Mr.  Elder  was  made  a 
Mason  in  Coronado  Lodge  No.  9,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
and  is  the  present  master  of  that  honorable  body, 
lie  also  is  affiliated  with  the  Wichita  (Kans.) 
Consistory.  In  religion  he  is  a Lutheran,  ad- 
hering to  the  faith  of  his  ancestors. 


ILLIAM  D.  FOSSETT,  chief  office  dep- 
uty United  States  marshal  at  Guthrie,  is 
a typical  frontiersman  of  the  best  class, 
fearless  and  energetic,  ambitious  and  prompt 
to  act,  ready  for  any  emergency,  cool  and  suffi- 
ciently conservative — in  a word,  just  the  kind 
of  citizen  needed  in  a newly  opened  locality, 
and  especially  valuable  on  account  of  his  ster- 
ling integrity  and  patriotism. 

It  will  be  no  surprise  to  those  who  know  him 
well  to  learn  that  W.  D.  Fossett  comes  from 
the  sturdy  old  Scotch-Irish  stock  which  has  fur- 
nished America  with  a multitude  of  its  best  and 
most  enterprising  citizens.  His  father.  John 
Fossett,  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  th'otfgh 
his  parents  were  from  Scotland.  In  early  man- 
hood, John  Fossett  married,  in  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, Miss  Susan  Corrigan,  a native  of  that  city. 
The  voting  couple  soon  removed  to  this  country, 
and  took  up  their  residence  near  Watertown, 
N.  Y.,  on  a farm.  Thence  they  later  went  to 
Wisconsin,  and  in  1862  the  father  located  in 
Minnesota.  His  death  occurred  in  Caldwell, 
Kans.,  when  he  was  in  his  seventy-ninth  year. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  the  Empire  state 
when  in  her  sixty-ninth  year.  In  religious  faith 
she  was  a Catholic,  while  Mr.  Fossett  was  a 
Presbyterian.  Seven  of  their  nine  children  are 
living.  John  and  Isaac  Id.  served  during  the 
Civil  war  in  the  First  Minnesota  Cavalry,  and 
both  received  honorable  wounds  while  fighting 
for  the  Union. 

William  D.  Fossett  was  born  November  3, 
1852, .on  a farm  near  Watertown,  N.  A".,  and 
when  he  was  four  years  old  accompanied  the 
family  to  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  in  1862  went  with 
them  to  Minnesota.  He  was  reared  ns  a farmer’s 
boy,  and  received  a common-school  education. 
In  1872  he  went  to  Kansas,  and  engaged  in  the 
cattle  business  on  the  Smoky  river,  near  Solo- 
mon City.  lie  had  some  experience  about  this 
time  as  a marshal  in  Texas,  and  upon  returning 
to  Kansas  became  one  of  the  first  marshals  of 
Caldwell.  For  several  years  he  dealt  extensively 
in  live  stock,  often  going  to  Monterey.  Mexico, 
and  driving  as  many  as  five  hundred  horses. 


sometimes,  to  Emporia,  Kans.,  where  he  shipped 
the  animals  to  Michigan  and  other  eastern 
points.  The  life  of  a drover  in  those  days  on 
the  plains,  among  outlaws  and  desperadoes,  who 
cared  nothing  for  the  laws  of  God  or  man.  was 
one  replete  with  danger,  and  many  a narrow  es- 
cape did  31  r.  Fossett  have.  His  natural  cour- 
age and  presence  of  mind  alone  saved  him  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  and  he  has  many  thrill- 
ing accounts  of  hair-breadth  escapes.  As  a 
marshal  he  was  particularly  set  apart  for  death, 
and  though  his  life  was  frequently  threatened, 
and  more  than  once  he  was  a target  for  the  as- 
sassin and  several  of  his  deputies  were  killed,  he 
seemed  to  lead  a charmed  life.  While  he  was  the 
marshal  at  Caldwell  he  had  a lively  encounter 
with  seven  outlaws  who  attempted  to  rob  the 
bank.  He  continued  to  hold  the  position  for 
seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re- 
signed. While  on  a trip  to  Monterey,  Mexico, 
to  buy  horses,  his  party  of  seven  was  ambushed 
by  Mexican  bandits,  who  killed  and  plundered 
the  bodies  of  five  of  the  party. 

In  '1882  Mr.  Fossett  located  upon  a ranch 
on  Chikaskia  Run,  in  Kingman  county,  Kans., 
and  there  he  engaged  in  raising  cattle.  Later 
he  took  contracts  for  building  sections  of  the 
Missouri  Pacific,  the  Denver  Midland,  and  the 
Bald  Knob  & Memphis  Railroads,  and  in  each 
of  these  enterprises  was  thoroughly  successful. 
He  then  became  interested  in  the  construction 
of  a levee  along  the  Mississippi  river,  but,  in 
common  with  many  other  contractors  at  that 
time,  lost  heavily,  owing  to  the  bad  weather 
and  high  water  that  winter.  In  April,  1889,  he 
located  a farm  on  the  present  site  of  Kingfisher, 
Okla.,  and,  as  thousands  of  persons  selected  lots 
on  this  same  property,  the  first  decision  of  the 
local  office  was  against  him,  but,  appealing  the 
case,  he  received  a favorable  verdict,  and  finally 
was  sustained  by  the  secretary  of  the  interior. 
False  affidavits,  however,  were  filer!,  and  the 
whole  matter,  from  the  beginning,  had  to  be 
reviewed.  It  was  not  until  the  close  of  three 
years  of  lawsuits  that  Mr.  Fossett  received  his 
patent  to  forty  acres,  which  was  proved  up 
under  the  town-site  act,  and  for  which  he  paid 
ten  dollars  an  acre.  He  retains  the  greater  por- 
tion'of  this  property,  though  he  has  disposed  of 
some  building  sites  to  good  advantage.  His 
suit,  which  gained  widespread  attention,  was  the 
first  contested  case  in  the  territorv.  In  1888 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  & Pacific  Railroad  Companv,  as  special 
agent  in  the  claim  department. 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Fossett  is  a stalwart  Re- 
publican. He  was  appointed  chief  office  depute 
marshal  at  Guthrie  by  Mr.  Thompson,  Novem- 
ber 6,  1 807,  and  is  still  serving  in  this  capacitv. 
I le  is  a Knight  of  Pythias,  and  in  social  circles  is 
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as  popular  as  he  is  with  railroad  men  and  the 
most  progressive  of  the  pioneers  of  the  great 
west. 

In  April,  1885,  Mr.  Fossett  married,  in  Mc- 
Pherson county,  Ivans.,  Miss  Laura  Kelso,  who 
was  born  in  London.  Iowa,  where  her  father, 
John  Kelso,  was  engaged  in  farming.  Her 
mother,  Esther,  daughter  of  William  Denney, 
was  a native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  and  the 
father,  whose  birthplace  was  in’  England,  died  in 
Iowa.  Of  the  five  sons  and  one  daughter  born 
to  John  and  Esther  Kelso,  all  but  Samuel,  a 
citizen  of  Iowa,  have  taken  up  their  abode  in 
this  territory,  and  are  prospering.  William 
is  living  at  Guthrie,  Robert  at  Watonga,  John 
at  Crescent,  and  David  at  Marshall.  Mrs.  Fos- 
sett was  reared  in  Newton,  Ivans.,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church. 


JAMES  H.  FRY.  The  advent  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  into  Oklahoma  was  made  on 
the  engine  of  the  first  train  that  came  into 
Mulhall  from  Kansas  City.  Alighting  on  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  town,  he  selected  a permanent  lo- 
cation embracingthe  southwest  quarter  of  section 
14,  township  19,  range  3 west,  Logan  county. 
In  order  to  secure  his  claim  he  stood  in  line  two 
days  and  nights,  so  great  was  the  demand  for 
claims  in  the  newly  opened  territory.  Soon  after 
securing  his  land  he  returned  to  Indiana  and 
brought  back  his  family.  They  made  themselves 
as  comfortable  in  the  dugout  as  possible,  willing 
to  endure  discomforts  for  the  sake  of  the  better 
time  to  come.  They  are  now  reaping  the  fruits 
of  their  labors,  on  the  same  claim,  in  a well- 
appointed,  modern  home,  and  enjoying  the  re- 
spect of  all  acquaintances. 

The  Fry  familv  were  well  known  in  the  old 
Virginia  days  as  patriots  and  pioneers.  The 
progenitors  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch  settled  at 
an  early  day  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  and  there 
our  subject  was  born  Mav  9,  1829,  in  the  same 
house  where  his  father.  James  H.  Fry,  Sr.,  first 
saw  the  light,  and  where  the  infantile  years  of 
both  were  passed.  Ilis  mother,  Nancy  E. 
(Moore)  Fry,  was  a native  of  that  vicinity,  born 
about  four  miles  north  of  the  birthplace  of  her 
husband  and  son,  on  what  was  known  as  Horse- 
shoe Bend  of  the  Shenandoah. 

At  an  early  day  James  II.  Fry,  Sr.,  moved  to 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  settling  on  a farm  four 
miles  east  of  Lancaster,  where  he  sojourned  until 
1871.  He  then  moved  to  W ells  county,  Ind., 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  until  1891,  and 
died  in  the  same  place  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-one  t ears.  Grandfather  Fry,  also  a Vir- 
ginian, was  born  on  the  same  plantation  where 


his  son  and  grandson  first  saw  the  light.  He 
was  a successful  man  in  business  affairs,  at  one 
time  owning  a plantation  of  three  thousand 
acres.  His  descendants  own  more  than  three 
times  this  amount,  and  all  are  prosperous  to-day. 
The  grandmother  was  a daughter  of  wealth  v 
parents,  and  was  born  in  what  was  known  as 
Capon  Springs,  where  her  father  owned  a large 
plantation.  Both  grandfather  and  great-grand- 
iather  Fry  served  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionarv 
war.  The  Frys  were  among  the  first  colony  of 
American  settlers  from  Holland,  twelve  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson.  They  were 
brave  anti  self-sacrificing  people,  and  left  the  in- 
fluence of  their  strong  characters  upon  the  sev- 
eral communities  where  they  were  subsequently 
known. 

Grandfather  Jacob  Moore  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  as  also  did  Grandfather  Benjamin  Fry,  and 
the  mother  of  our  subject  moulded  bullets  for 
her  father's  use  in  that  war.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  had  a family  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
three  brothers  and  four  sisters  are  living:  Jo- 
seph S.  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Wells 
county,  Ind.  Thomas  H.  resides  in  that  vicinity. 
The  sisters  are  married  and  have  families,  and  all 
live  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

When  a youth  of  sixteen  years  the  tame  life 
on  the  farm  became  irksome  to  our  subject  and 
he  left  home,  embarking  as  a sailor  on  a vessel 
bound  from  New  York  to  Liverpool  and  Lon- 
don. He  followed  the  sea  until  1S53.  However, 
there  was  an  attraction  on  land  even  greater  than 
that  of  the  sea.  and  he  therefore  went  to  Fair- 
field  county,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss  Mary 
E.  Berger,  soon  afterward  resuming  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  FI, 
Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and 
marched  with  his  comrades  to  the  seat  of  war. 
He  was  in  some  of  the  most  important  engage- 
ments which  followed,  being  at  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Peach  Tree 
Creek,  Lookout  Mountain,  Nashville,  Memphis, 
Crab  Orchard,  Chattahoochie  Heights  and  in 
other  engagements,  later  participating  in  Gen- 
eral Sherman’s  famous  march  to  the  sea.  He 
was  always  in  g-ood  standing  with  his  command- 
ing officers,  being  division  flag  bearer  during 
nearly  the  entire  time  of  his  service,  being  ap- 
pointed at  Knoxville  the  morning  of  the  heavv 
engagement  there,  when  the  flag  bearer  threw 
down  his  colors  and  “took  to  his  heels.”  Mr. 
Fry  rescued  the  precious  flag  and  received  the 
promotion  for  his  bravery.  He  was  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Cherokee  Valley,  S.  C.,  still  carry- 
ing the  flag,  the  staff  of  which  was  splintered, 
and  particles  of  the  wood  went  through  his  hand, 
but  lie  held  on  to  the  banner  and  received  the 
commendation  of  his  comrades  and  captain.  1 Ic 
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• ,.r.  iifd  with  Sherman  to  the  sea,  fought  at 
, i lV  ,111:1,  Wilmington,  Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  and 
K.ih  igh,  and  then  went  sixty  miles  north  on  the 
Kuhniond  X Raleigh  Railroad,  witnessing  the 
render  of  General  Johnston  under  a sycamore 
■.tic.  It  is  interesting  to  recall  that  on  this  oc- 
..„jon  thirty  thousand  Confederate  infantry,. 
riUeeii  thousand  cavalry  and  thirty-six  pieces  of 
..rdnance  and  small  arms  were  added  to  the 
i'nion  victories.  The  cavalry  were  granted  their 
( r > e s and  small  arms  and  given  feed  and  trans- 
portation as  fast  as  possible.  Mr.  Fry  was  de- 
' , iled  to  go  to  Louisburg,  X.  C.,  to  select  quar- 
ter*-. From  there,  September  17,  he  marched  to 
Kaleigh,  XT.  C.,  where  the  troops  turned  over 
their  equipments  preparatory  to  the  muster-out 
September  29,  which  was  done  at  Camp  Chase, 
near  Columbus,  Ohio.  Mr.  Fry  reached  home 
December  17,  1S65,  his  safe  arrival  bringing 
gladness  in  the  hearts  of  all  concerned. 

I'pon  let  ving  the  army  Air.  Fry  resumed  the 
management  of  the  farm  in  Hocking  county, 

• >hio.  In  1873  he  moved  to  Wells" county,  Ind., 
where  he  farmed  until  Oklahoma  was  opened. 

There  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  a family  of  two  boys  and  five  girls:  Clara, 
Mrs.  Eckhart,  is  a resident  of  Wells  county.  Ind., 
and  has  ten  children;  Emma,  wife  of  Reynolds 
\ ore,  living  in  the  same  county,  has  five  chil- 
dren: Huldah,  Mrs,  Fee,  who  is  located  not  far 
from  her  sisters,  is  the  mother  of  six  children; 
Harvey  H.  came  with  his  father  to  Oklahoma 
and  is  operating  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
15;  he  is  married  and  has  two  children;  Lucy, 
Mrs.  Morrison  lives  in  Clark  county,  Ivans., 
and  has  two  children;  Della,  Mrs.  Campbell,  was 
married  to  William  Campbell,  a brother  of  Dr. 
George  Campbell,  March  16,  1900,  and  they 
have  one  child:  Joseph  S.,  unmarried,  resides  on 
the  farm  with  his  parents. 

Politically  Mr.  Fry  is  a stanch  Republican. 
W ith  his  wife  he  belongs  to  Pleasant  View  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  which  he  helped  to  or- 
ganize and  to  which  he  has  been  a generous 
contributor.  He  aided  in  the  building-  of  the 
first  church  edifice  in  his  vicinity,  which  was  a 
"od  house,  but  duly  appreciated  bv  all  interested. 

I here  is  now  a substantial  modern  building 
'-landing  on  the  site  of  the  primitive  structure. 

■ ”d  this  is  used  both  for  a house  of  worship  and 
a school.  Mr.  Fry  has  been  identified  with  the 
(,rand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Mulhall  since  its 
organization.  His  son,  Joseph, S.,  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  1 ’vthias. 


OQl’IRE  WILLIAM  HICK  AM.  On  his 
O well  regulated  and  finelv  equipped  farm,  in 
Logan  county,  located  on  section  r,  town- 
v,fip  19,  range  3 west,  Mr.  Hicham  has  expended 


a great  deal  of  ably  conducted  energy,  with  the 
result  that  he  now  is  one  of  the  successful 
dwellers  of  this  territory  of  plenty.  Running 
through  the  land  south  and  east  is  Reaver  creek, 
a beautiful  rock-bottomed  stream,  that  furnishes 
a plentiful  supply  of  fish.  Though  not  one  of 
the  earliest  comers  to  the  territory,  having  ar- 
rived in  June  of  1890,  he  has  made  the  best  of 
his  opportunites.  On  the  nth  of  that  month  he 
bought  a claim,  for  the  relinquishment  of  which 
he  paid  $1,000.  Returning  to  Missouri,  he  came 
back  to  Oklahoma  and  settled  upon  his  claim 
September  23.  1890.  The  land  had  no  improve- 
ments save  a partly  finished  one-room  cottage, 
which  was  promptly  substituted  by  a commodi- 
ous house;  barns  and  outhouses  also  being- 
erected. 

Previous  to  coming  to  Oklahoma  Air.  Hickam 
has  led  an  uneventful  life,  with  the  exception  of 
his  interesting-  war  experiences.  He  was  born  in 
Boone  county.  Mo.,  September  9,  1839,  and 
was  the  oldest  of  the  seventeen  children  (twelve 
sons  and  fix  e daughters)  of  Joseph  and  Susan 
(Teeters)  Hickam,  natives,  respectively,  of  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri.  Of  his  large  family  the  only 
survivors  are  Squire  W.,  Samuel  L.,  Shelby  and 
James  T.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  born 
in  Ireland,  and,  upon  emigrating  to  America, 
settled  in  Illinois  very  early  in  the  century. 
Joseph  Hickam  was  a courageous  soldier  in 
the  Seminole  war  in  Florida,  and  served  all 
through  that  conflict.  When  Squire  Hickam 
was  nine  years  old  his  father  moved  to  Cole 
county,  Mo.,  and  after  a year’s  sojourn  there 
removed  to  Moniteau  county,  same  state.  Set- 
tling on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  river  he  earned 
a livelihood  by  supplying  wood  for  fuel  to  the 
steamboats  that  plied  up  and  down  the  river. 
Joseph  Hickam  and  wife,  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  are  deceased,  having  spent  their  closing 
years  in  Cooper  county.  Mo.  They  had  about 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  one 
thousand  of  which  was  in  one  piece.  Here 
the  youth  grew  to  manhood,  and  the  memorv  of 
his  school  days  is  still  vivid,  surrounded  as  he 
was  by  the  necessary  crudities  that  accompanied 
the  early  attempts  to  acquire  an  education.  He 
used  to  plod  through  storm  and  sunshine  to  a 
remote  little  log  school-house,  the  floor  of  which 
was  built  of  puncheon,  the  seats  made  of  split 
logs,  and  rude  planks  serving  for  desks.  When 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  left  the  paternal 
protection,  and  rented  a farm  from  his  father  on 
his  own  responsibility,  which  he  successfullv 
conducted  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 

In  1861  Mr.  Hickam  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army,  under  General  Price,  and  served 
under  him  during  a large  part  of  the  campaign. 

1 he  first  battle  in  which  he  participated 
was  that  of  Roonville,  June  17!  1861.  Thev 
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then  went  south  to  Springfield,  where  General 
Lyons  was  killed,  thence  to  Arkansas  and  Texas 
and  back  to  Lexington,  where  Mulligan  surren- 
dered. At  that  point  Mr.  Hicham  was  so  ill  that 
he  was  taken  home.  Subsequently  he  made  two 
ineffectual  attempts  to  rejoin  his  regiment,  being 
successful  the  third  time.  His  brother,  John  L., 
fought  bv  his  side  all  through  the  war  until  the 
battle  of  Mine  Creek,  Linn  county.  Ivans.,  when 
he  was  shot  through  the  breast  and  instantly 
killed.  S.  \Y.  Hickam  was  made  a prisoner  at 
Leesville,  Henry  county,  Mo.,  and  taken  to  Se- 
dalia,  where  he  was  held  for  twelve  days.  Then, 
becoming  ill,  he  was  sent  to  Jefferson  City, 
placed  in  the  hospital,  and  there  he  was  confined 
for  sixtv-one  days,  being  honorably  released 
December  20,  1S64. 

April  2,  1865.  Mr.  Hickam  was  married  to 
Miss  Mahala  Clay,  a daughter  of  Gardner  and 
Marguerita  (Miller)  Clay,  of  Moniteau  county, 
where  they  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hickam  have 
been  b<_  ,11  eleven  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living.  Joseph  S.  resides  with  George  \ ietor  in 
the  "Strip,”  in  Oklahoma.  George  Victor  has 
three  children  and  lives  in  Oklahoma;  Lucy  A . 
and  Henry  M.  are  at  home.  In  1S74  Mr.  Hickam 
moved  to  Bates  county,  Mo.,  where  lie  rented 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  for  $200  in 
cash,  per  annum.  After  one  year  he  bought  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Barton 
county,  Mo.,  upon  which  he  lived  for  eleven 
years,  or  until  he  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
territory.  He  is  a prosperous,  successful  agri- 
culturist, and  exerts  an  influence  upon  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  dwells. 


DELOS  WALKER,  M.  D.,  whose  career  has 
been  marked  by  stirring  activity,  served 
with  high  honor  in  the  Civil  war,  and  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  med- 
icine at  Oklahoma  City  since  the  opening  of  the 
territory. 

Dr.  Walker  was  born  in  Conneautville,  Craw- 
ford county,  Pa.,  October  19,  1837,  and  is  a son 
of  William  and  Sally  (Fisher)  Walker.  His 
grandfather,  who  was  born  in  V ashington 
county.  Pa.,  served  in  the  Indian  wars  under 
General  St.  Clair  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  His  oc- 
cupation was  that  of  a farmer  and  he  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Erie  county.  Pa.  \\  illiam  V alker, 
a native  of  Washington  county.  Pa.,  and  a far- 
mer by  occupation,  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  many  years  and  owned  and  operated 
several  saw-mills  in  Pennsylvania,  but  in  1866 
removed  to  Anderson  county,  Kans.,  where  lie 
followed  farming  until  his  demise  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  His  wife  was  of  English 
descent  and  came  of  a prominent  old  Pennsylva- 
nia family.  Her  great-grandfather  and  some  of 


his  sons  were  in  active  service  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Her  father,  Maj.  Thomas  Fisher, 
was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  followed 
farming  and  operated  a grist-mill.  He  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  for 
thirty  years  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Crawford 
county.  At  an  advanced  age  he  died  in  Prairie 
du  Chien,  Wis.  Mrs.  Walker  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Pa.,  and  died  in  Kansas.  Twelve 
children  were  born  to  her  marriage,  of  whom 
seven  are  now  living.  James  F.  settled  in  Kan- 
sas and  engaged  in  border  warfare,  and  in  the 
Civil  war  served  with  the  Second  Kansas  Infan- 
try. He  was  wounded  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  and 
left  upon  the  field  for  dead,  but  recovered 
(though  losing  one  arm),  and  for  many  years 
lived  in  California,  where  he  practiced  the  legal 
profession.  A.  J.  Walker  served  in  the  Civil  war 
as  corporal  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sev- 
enth Pennsylvania  Infantry,  later  as  lieutenant 
in  the  Ninety-ninth  and  as  captain  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Pennsylvania.  He  met  an 
accidental  death  in  Anderson  county,  Kans.  Jo- 
seph Walker  served  in  the  Fifty-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry  for  a time,  and  now  resides  in 
Cherokee,  I.  T.  William  Walker  was  an  under- 
graduate from  the  University  of  Michigan  and 
died  at  Garnett,  Kans. 

Dr.  Delos  Walker  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  district  schools.  He  also  grad- 
uated from  Conneautville  Academy,  and  then 
taught  school.  In  1858  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  James  L. 
Dunn.  April  22,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  three 
months’  service  in  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
He  was  mustered  out  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
and  in  the  fall  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan.  In  the  summer  of 
1862  he  enlisted  for  nine  months  as  captain  of 
Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  participated  111  the 
battles  of  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Chancel- 
lorsville  and  others.  In  February,  1863,  he  was 
commissioned  major  of  the  regiment  and  was 
mustered  out  in  August  of  the  same  vear.  Re- 
turning to  the  University  of  Michigan,  he  was 
graduated  in  1864  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.. 
after  which  he  engaged  in  practice  at  Medina, 
Lenawee  county,  Mich. 

A short  time  afterward  Dr.  Walker  went  to 
Pennsylvania  as  surgeon  of  the  Twentieth  Pro- 
vost District,  and  later  joined  Adjutant-General 
Russell  at  Harrisburg  for  the  purpose  of  organ- 
izing a company.  This  accomplished,  he  re- 
ported with  the  men  at  Camp  Curtin,  and.  get- 
ting together  eight  companies,  took  them  to 
Roanoke  Island.  There  he  completed  the  regi- 
ment, which  was  reorganized  as  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  He 
served  as  lieutenant-colonel  during  the  spring 
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and  summer  of  1865.  remaining  under  Gen.  John 
A.  Palmer  in  North  Carolina  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  July  1.  1865,  he  took  one-half  of  the 
regiment  to  Baltimore,  Aid.  They  were  mus- 
tered out  at  Camp  Curtin  about  August  1. 

Resuming  professional  duties.  Dr.  Walker  en- 
gaged in  practice  at  Conneautville,  Pa.,  for  a 
time,  and  subsequently  at  Union  City,  Erie 
county.  Pa.,  where  he  was  surgeon  for  the  Phil- 
adelphia N Erie  Railroad  and  pension  examiner 
for  the  government.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he 
removed  to  Greeley,  Anderson  county,  Ivans., 
and  practiced  there  with  unqualified  success  for 
a period  of  twenty-two  years,  his  son  being  asso- 
ciated with  him  during  the  time  subsequent  to 
1885.  Together  they  came  to  Oklahoma  City 
April  22.  1880.  and  launched  upon  a lucrative 
practice.  They  have  since  continued  here  and 
are  among  the  most  prominent  physicians  of  the 
district.  Our  subject  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Oklahoma  Territorial  Medical  Association,  of 
which  he  served  as  first  president,  and  has  since 
been  a prominent  member.  He  was  active  in  the 
Oklahoma  City  Medical  Society,  and  worked 
hard  to  make  a success  of  the  organization. 

Dr.  \Y  alker  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to 
Enteret  Greenfield,  a daughter  of  Archibald 
Greenfield,  who  moved  to  that  state  from  New 
York.  Her  brother.  Dr.  R.  AI . , served  in  the 
Civil  war  when  a boy.  Two  children  were  born 
to  this  union:  Maud,  who  died  at  nineteen  years; 
and  Harry,  who  graduated  from  the  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College  in  1SS4,  and  is  prac- 
ticing with  his  father.  He  is  married  and  has 
three  children;  Roscoe,  Joseph  and  Delos.  Our 
subject  was  made  a member  of  Lodge  No.  211, 
A.  F.  & A.  M..  at  Greeley.  Ivans.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Armv  Post  at  Oklahoma  City. 
In  politics  he  is  a supporter  of  Populistic  prin- 
ciples and  is  a Bryan  Democrat,  having  been 
very  active  in  the  workings  of  the  Populist  party. 


Thomas  f.  addington,  who  is  the 

owner  of  a valuable  and  highly-improved 
homestead  in  Mustang  township,  Canadian 
county,  has  experienced  frontier  life  in  all  its 
vicissitudes,  and  literally  has  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortunes.  Within  the  past  eleven 
years  he  lias  made  steadv  progress  toward  an 
assured  competence,  and  has  won  the  honor  and 
esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  associates. 

I he  early  colonists  of  Virginia  had  among 
their  number  an  Addington,  from  which  Thomas 
Addington  is  directly  descended.  He  and  his 
family  came  from  one  of  the  foremost  families  of 
England  at  that  time,  and  the  name  has  ever 
been  associated  with  worthy,  respected  people. 
J hiring-  the  French  and  Indian  wars  some  of  the 
lamily  served  as  scouts.  A spirit  of  courage  and 


patriotism  has  always  animated  them.  From  the 
Old  Dominion  the  family  went  to  North  Caro- 
lina several  generations  ago,  and  in  that  state 
occurred  the  birth  of  Mr.  Addington’s  great- 
grandfather, also  his  grandfather,  James  Adding- 
ton. The  latter  removed  to  the  frontier  state  of 
Indiana  early  in  its  history,  and  in  its  almost  un- 
broken solitudes  John  L.,  father  of  Thomas  F., 
was  born  and  reared.  For  years  he  was  a farmer 
and  miller,  and  carried  on  a thriving  business  in 
Indiana  until  an  unforeseen  flood  swept  away  his 
grist  and  lumber  mills.  Thus  practically  wrecked 
financially,  he  determined  to  retrieve  his  for- 
tunes in  the  west.  In  1858,  with  his  family,  con- 
sisting cf  wife  and  five  sons,  one  of  whom  was 
married,  he  set  out  for  a distant  home,  the  entire 
journey  being  made  with  ox-teams.  Arriving 
in  Anderson  county,  Ivans.,  he  took  up  a home- 
stead, and,  with  renewed  hope,  began  its  culti- 
vation. He  lost  a small  herd  of  cattle  by  the 
Texas  fever,  and  in  i860  the  fierce  drought, 
which  destroyed  all  of  his  crops,  left  him  almost 
penniless. 

Discouraged,  the  family  returned  to  Indiana 
by  the  old  ox-team  route,  and  there  the  father 
engaged  in  preaching  in  the  Methodist  denomi- 
nation until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  Then  he 
went  to  Iowa,  where  he  found  employment  as  a 
carpenter  until  he  died,  in  1878.  His  devoted 
wife,  Nancy  (Fansher)  Addington,  was  born  in 
Tennessee  and  died  six  days  after  her  husband 
had  passed  away.  He  had  joined  the  Masonic 
order  on  reaching  his  majority,  and  attained  the 
Royal  Arch  degree. 

Born  in  Indiana,  in  1854,  Thomas  F.  Adding- 
ton earlv  was  called  upon  to  share  the  adversity 
which  was  the  lot  of  his  parents.  In  1873  he 
left  home,  thenceforth  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world  as  best  he  could.  Going  to  Texas,  he 
soon  joined  the  Texas  Rangers  and  assisted  in 
quelling  the  troublesome  Indians.  He  then  em- 
barked in  agriculture  in  that  state,  but.  as  he  did 
not  meet  with  adequate  success,  he  spent  a por- 
tion of  his  time  in  freighting.  From  the  winter 
of  1876  to  1878  he,  in  partnership  with  a good 
hunter,  followed  the  business  of  hunting  buffa- 
loes. They  spent  most  of  their  time  in  the  sad- 
dle, on  the  path  of  the  buffaloes,  and  hired  others 
to  perform  their  cam])  work  and  attend  to  the 
skinning  of  the  animals  that  were  killed.  In  a 
period'  of  five  months  the  two  hunters,  who  be- 
came verv  expert,  killed  thirty-five  hundred  buf- 
faloes, and  skinned  and  prepared  the  hides  of  a 
great  number  of  these  as  well.  When  it  became 
apparent  that  the  huge  animals  were  almost 
swept  from  the  plains,  more  than  a score  of  vears 
ago,  Mr,  Addington  resumed  the  business  of 
freighting,  and  later  entered  the  employ  of  a 
stockman,  who  had  formerlv  been  his  captain 
when  he  was  with  the  Texas  Rangers.  During 


. 


- 


5i8 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  next  few  years  lie  was  in  the  employ  of  Cap- 
tain Ikard  in  Greer  and  Roger  Mills  counties, 
Okla.,  and  thus  became  familiar  with  the  char- 
acter of  this  beautiful  country. 

In  April,  1889.  Mr.  Addington  made  the  run 
into  this  territory,  and,  though  he  found  a great 
deal  of  choice  land  already  occupied  by  men  who 
had  disobeyed  the  law,  and  twelve  of  whom  were 
later  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  he  selected  an  ex- 
cellent tract,  his  present  homestead,  and  at  once 
began  to  make  improvements  here.  At  first  a 
tent  was  his  only  shelter,  but  this,  in  turn,  was 
supplanted  bv  a sod-house,  this  by  a small  frame 
building,  and  finally  a large  and  attractive  resi- 
dence was  built.  The  first  year  lie  lost  thirty- 
one  head  of  cattle,  but  since  then  he  has  pros- 
pered, as  he  richly  deserves.  He  has  been  par- 
ticularly successful  in  raising  Poland-China  hogs 
and  other  live  stock.  He  has  a well-selected  line 
of  small  fruits,  and  nearly  all  of  his  family  ne- 
cessities are  supplied  by  the  farm. 

In  1883  Mr.  Addington  married  Myrtle 
Maxey,  who  was  born  in  Illinois.  Her  parents, 
T.  J.  and  Mattie  (Stamper)  Maxey.  natives  of 
Illinois  and  Tennessee,  respectively,  are  now 
residents  of  Garfield  county.  Okla.  Mr.  Maxey 
served  in  the  Civil  war  as  lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany B,  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, and  prior  to  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  he  was  honorably  discharged,  owing 
to  poor  health. 

Politically  IMr.  Addington  is  an  important  lo- 
cal factor  in  the  Republican  party.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  commissioners  elected  in  Canadian 
county.  For  several  years  he  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  county  central  committee,  ajid 
served  on  the  executive  committee  of  the  same 
for  eight  years.  He  was  chosen  as  a delegate  to 
the  Republican  territorial  convention,  which 
convened  at  Enid,  Okla.,  in  June,  1900,  to  select 
delegates  to  the  national  convention  at  Philadel- 
phia. During  June,  1900,  Governor  Barnes  ap- 
pointed him  county  commissioner  to  fill  the  un- 
expired term  caused  bv  the  death  of  A.  B.  Chas- 
tain. His  personal  popularity  in  his  own  dis- 
trict may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that,  though  this 
is  a Democratic  district  by  a large  majority,  he 
came  within  one  vote  of  election  to  the  territorial 
legislature. 

JI1.  BASH,  ex-mayor  of  Hennessey,  has 
been  longer  engaged  in  merchandising 
here  than  any  of  our  business  men.  and  has 
contributed  his  full  share  towards  the  upbuilding 
of  the  place.  Recognizing  his  executive  abilitv 
and  zeal  in  the  promotion  of  ITenncssev’s  inter- 
ests, his  fellow-citizens  chose  him  repeatedlv  to 
represent  them  in  the  city  council,  and  were  nor 
disappointed  at  the  outcome.  During  the  six 


terms  of  his  service  in  that  honorable  bodv,  and 
the  term  when  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  mavor, 
he  accomplished  much  that  will  permanent!' 
benefit  this  community,  anti  it  was  a source  of 
regret  to  a multitude  of  his  friends  that  lie 
stepped  aside  from  public  life  in  the  spring  of 
1899  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  his  own  large  and  flourishing  busi- 
ness. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Bash  was  a 
'native  of  Germany,  and  spelled  his  surname 
Bach.  For  convenience  his  American  descend- 
ants adopted  the  style  of  orthography  indicated 
above.  John  Bach,  the  grandfather,  was  a schol- 
arly gentleman,  and  an  ardent  patriot.  • At  an 
early  day  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
fought  for  its  rights  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was 
a pioneer  of  Butler  county.  Pa.,  and  of  Indiana, 
and  in  his  early  manhood  followed  the  trade  of 
a blacksmith.  In  1S43  he  located  in  the  wilds  of 
the  Hoosier  state,  and,  clearing  a farm,  contin- 
ued to  cultivate  it  until  he  was  well  along  in 
years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  reached 
his  eighty-fifth  year,  and  his  son  Michael,  father 
of  our  subject,  is  now  seventy-seven  years  of 
age.  He,  too,  has  been  patriotic,  and  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  his  countrv  in  the  Mexican  war, 
but  was  not  called  into  action.  When  he  arrived 
at  his  majority  he  entered  a tract  of  land  in  the 
forests  of  Grant  county,  Ind.,  and  for  fifty-seven 
years  has  resided  in  that  immediate  locality.  He 
is  highly  respected  and  is  a pillar  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.  Politicallv  he  has  given 
his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party  since  the 
time  of  J.  K.  Polk.  His  wife.  Phoebe,  daughter 
of  Frederick  W iles,  was  born  in  the  Keystone 
state,  and  with  the  family  removed  to  Indiana 
about  the  same  time  as  did  the  Bash  family.  Of 
the  ten  children  born  to  Michael  and  Phoebe 
Bash,  five  sons  and  two  daughters  survive,  and 
of  these  two  only,  J.  H.  and  Otto  R.,  are  resi- 
dents of  Oklahoma. 

The  birth  of  J.  PI.  Bash  occurred  August  12. 
1862,  in  Grant  county,  Ind.  He  received  a fair 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  that  local- 
ity, and  for  a period  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
Somerset  (Ind.)  school.  He  earlv  became  fa- 
miliar with  agriculture,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1886'  left  home  to  make  his  way  in  the  west. 
After  prospecting  in  Kansas,  he  settled  upon  a 
farm  near  Dighton,  Lane  county,  and  remained 
there  until  July,  1889,  when  he  came  to  King- 
fisher county  and  located  a farm  situated  ten 
miles  east  of  Hennessey.  In  May,  1891,  he 
came  to  the  city  and  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business  at  his  present  location.  At  first  a store, 
16x20  feet  in  dimensions,  answered  the  purpose, 
but  as  his  trade  increased  in  volume  he  found  it 
necessary  to  add  a space  16x32  feet,  and  eighteen 
months  later  he  moved  this  structure  to  the  rear 
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,,f  t lie  lot  and  built  in  front  a substantial  two- 
-t<>rv  building,  22x30  feet,  and  thus  the  store  was 
*i\tv-t\\o  feet  in  length.  At  that  time  Mr.  Badi 
added  a general  line  of  goods,  and  has  carried  on 
a more  comprehensive  trade  ever  since.  In  the 
spring  of  1897  further  changes  commended 
themselves  to  him,  and,  moving  the  old  store- 
room to  another  lot.  he  built  a substantial  brick 
block,  25x100  feet,  on  his  old  Main  street  site, 
and  in  the  following  autumn  added  25x40  feet  at 
the  rear  of  the  building.  Besides  this  he  has  built 
up  other  business  property  and  yet  owns  a farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  situated 
rive  miles  northeast  of  this  city. 

While  a resident  of  Indiana  Mr.  Bash  married 
one  of  the  native-born  daughters  of  Grant 
county.  Rachel  B.  Wimmer,  whose  family  set- 
tled in  that  locality  in  early  days.  In  lus  frater- 
nal rCations  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Odd  Fellows,  and  politically  is  independent  of 
party.  One  of  the  greatly  needed  improvements 
which  Hennessey  now  enjoys  was  made  during 
his  term  as  mayor, — better  fire  protection.  An 
excellent  chemical  engine  and  equipment  was 
purchased  for  the  city,  and  a good  system  was  at 
once  inaugurated,  whereby  it  is  believed  the  fire 
fiend  will  be  defeated  in  most  instances. 


T EROME  PORTER  BEARD,  one  of  the 
J leading  farmers  of  Logan  county,  owns  a 
fine  property  comprising  the  southeast  quar- 
ter of  section  6.  township  17,  range  1 west.  He 
was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio.  October  25, 
1847.  and  is  a son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  ( Beck- 
ley)  Beard.  When  he  was  an  infant  in  arms  his 
parents  moved  to  Berrien  county.  Mich.,  and  his 
father  settled  upon  a tract  of  timber  land,  out  of 
which  he  evolved  a good  farm:  but  seven  or 
eight  years  later  lie  removed  to  Fairfield,  How- 
ard county,  Ind..  and  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business,  also  operating  a saw-mill.  About  1S60 
he  went  to  Crawford  county.  Wis.,  and  carried 
on  farm  pursuits  near  Mount  Sterling  until  the 
spring  of  1866.  Meantime  he  served  in  the  Civil 
war  as  a member  of  Company  A,  Thirty-first 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  during  his 
three  years  of  active  service  he  took  part  in  many 
battles  and  also  accompanied  General  Sherman 
in  his  march  to  the  sea.  In  1866  he  removed 
Com  Crawford  to  Vernon  county.  Wis..  but  in 
1870  again  moved,  establishing  his  home  in 
Dade  county.  Mo. 

A practical  education  fitted  Jerome  P.  Beard 
■ or  the  responsibilities  of  life.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  went  to  work  at  the  trade  of  a 
bricklayer  and  stone-mason,  which  he  has  fol- 
1'wved  ever  since.  After  remaining  in  Wisconsin 
until  1884  he  then  worked  for  two  seasons  in  St. 
1’aul.  Minn.,  after  which  he  followed  his  trade 


at  St.  Joseph  and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  To- 
peka, Kans.,  and  engaged  in  building  cottages 
for  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Ee  Railroad 
from  the  Kansas  state  line  to  Purcell.  In  1889 
he  left  Arkansas  City  on  the  first  train  that  en- 
tered Guthrie  at  the  opening  of  the  territory. 
Here  he  took  up  town  lots  and  worked  at  his 
trade.  In  May  of  the  same  year  he  located  the 
place  where  lie  now  lives.  For  a vear  he  lived  in 
a small  house,  10x12  feet  in  dimensions,  which 
room  now  forms  the  kitchen  of*  his  present 
house.  Later,  by  adding  to  this,  he  became  the 
possessor  of  a comfortable  home.  He  has  a 
good  grove  of  fifteen  hundred  trees  and  a small 
orchard.  In  addition  to  farming  he  still  con- 
tinues at  his  trade,  and  assisted  in  the  erection  of 
the  First  National  Bank  building  of  Guthrie. 

Among  the  other  contracts  he  has  had  may  be 
mentioned  that  for  the  residence  of  Judge  Crook, 
which  is  situated  about  a mile  from  Guthrie,  and 
was  the  first  stone  building  erected  in  the  terri- 
tory. In  1890-1900  he  assisted  in  building  the 
Masonic  Temple  of  Guthrie.  He  is  well  versed 
in  all  the  details  of  his  business  and  deserves  the 
success  with  which  he  has  met.  Politically  a 
stanch  Republican,  he  has  voted  for  the  men  and 
measures  of  this  party  ever  since  casting  his  first 
ballot  for  General  Grant  in  1872.  Fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

September  6,  1874,  Mr.  Beard  married  Ellen 
Teller,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Myr- 
tle, whose  home  has  been  with  her  grandparents 
since  her  mother  died;  and  Frank,  who  is  now  a 
student  in  the  Guthrie  Business  College.  No- 
vember 4,  18S9,  Mr.  Beard  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Lida  (Shoemaker)  Conway,  of 
Logan  county.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are  active 
workers  in  the  Sunday-school,  of  which  Mr. 
Beard  is  the  efficient  superintendent. 


JAMES  S.  BOYD,  a contractor  and  builder 
of  many  years'  experience,  is  engaged  in 
that  line  of  work  in  Oklahoma  City,  where 
he  has  erected  many  of  the  finest  residences. 
As  a business  man  he  is  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive. and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  city. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  born  near  Kendallville,  Noble 
county.  Ind..  February  14,  1844,  and  is  a son  of 
Tames  S.  and  Catherine  (Ingle)  Boyd,  and  a 
grandson  of  Tames  S.  Boyd.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Scotland,  but.  upon  coming  to  this  coun- 
try, with  his  family,  settled  in  Somerset  countv. 
Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  also  born  in  Scotland, 
and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents.  He 
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followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer  in  Pennsvl- 
vania  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  Ohio. 
After  remaining  there  for  a period  of  two  years, 
in  1836  he  moved  to  Noble  county,  Ind.,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers.  In  1850  he 
moved  to  LaGrange  county,  Ind.,  and  engaged 
in  farming.  His  death  occurred  there  in  1896, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years.  His  wife.  Cather- 
ine Ingle,  was  horn  on  the  ocean  between  Scot- 
land and  the  United  States,  being  a daughter  of 
Isaac  Ingle,* who  settled  in  Somerset  count  v. 
Pa.  She  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  fourteen  sons 
and  four  daughters,  of  whomjdl  but  two  sons 
grew  to  maturity.  Eleven  of  the  sons  and  all  of 
the  daughters  are  still  living,  and  one  of  these, 
John  Boyd,  served  as  a volunteer  from  Indiana 
during  the  Civil  war. 

James  S.  Boyd,  the  seventh  child  born  to  his 
parents,  was  reared  on  a farm  until  fourteen 
years  old,  and  received  his  educational  training' 
in  the  public  schools.  At  that  age  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  trade  of  a carpenter  and  joiner, 
and  after  thoroughly  mastering  his  trade  con- 
tinued to  work  at  it  in  LaGrange  until  1869.  He 
then  went  to  Traer,  Tama  county,  Iowa,  and 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building  until  1871. 
after  which  he  served  as  foreman  of  bridge- 
building on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  Railroad  for  two  years.  Upon  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  returned  to  contracting 
and  building.  In  1879  ^ie  settled  in  Atchison. 
Ivans.,  and  followed  his  trade,  but  the  next  vear 
went  to  Topeka,  Ivans.,  as  superintendent  of 
buildings  for  various  firms,  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing ten  years  superintended  the  erection  of 
buildings  in  different  parts  of  the  state,  including 
the  Soldiers’  Home  at  Leavenworth,  the  Court- 
house at  Mankato,  also  a brick  block  there,  and 
various  buildings  in  Atchison.  In  1888  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway 
as  foreman  in  the  building  department  along  the 
line  between  Kansas  City  and  Denver,  removing 
the  divisions  from  Warn  ego  and  Brookville  to 
Junction  Citv  and  from  Wallace  and  Kir  Carson 
to  Cheyenne  Wells.  Colo.  He  also  built  the 
machine  shops  at  Cheyenne,  \\  yo. 

I11  1 890  Mr.  Boyd  went  to  Chicago  for  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Fe  Railroad,  but  re- 
turned in  the  same  vear  and  entered  the  Santa  Fe 
shops  at  Topeka  as  coach  builder.  Two  months 
later,  in  February,  1891,  he  was  sent  to  Galves- 
ton, lex.,  where  he  was  employed  as  coach 
builder  until  the  spring  of  1898,  when  he  per- 
manently located  in  ( )klahoma  City.  Previously, 
in  1 8< ) 1 , he  had  come  to  tin’s  place  and  purchased 
lots,  and  in  1892  erected  his  present  residence  at 
No.  410  Pottawatomie  street,  where  his  familv 
now  reside.  I Ie  began  contracting  and  building 
here  in  1898,  and  success  has  attended  his  efforts 


on  every  hand.  Among  the  residences  for  which 
he  has  had  the  contract  may  be  mentioned  those 
of  W.  W.  Green,  T.  J.  Courtney  and  C.  H.  Ev  er- 
est. He  is  now  active  in  organizing  a Builders' 
Exchange  in  Oklahoma  City. 

In  Indiana  Mr.  Boyd  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  Cherry,  who  was  born  in  LaGrangc 
county,  that  state,  and  died  in  LaGrange.  Four 
children  were  born  to  bless  their  home,  namely: 
Burtis  E.,  who  is  now  in  Melbourne,  Australia; 
Carl  A.  and  Frank  R.,  both  good  carpenters, 
who  are  now  serving  in  the  Philippines  in  Com- 
pany L,  Forty-fourth  Kansas  Infantry;  and 
Grace  R.,who  is  at  home.  Mr.  Boyd  was  married 
a second  time  at  Mankato,  Ivans.,  his  wife  being 
Sarah  Jane  Hussey,  who  was  born  near  Rock 
Island,  111.  For  twenty-four  years  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, and  upon  the  organization  of  that  order  in 
Oklahoma  was  made  a trustee,  an  office  to  which 
he  has  been  re-elected  each  term.  He  is  a very 
prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  A.  O. 
Lb  W.;  Lodge  No.  26,  Select  Knights;  also  is 
connected  with  the  Degree  of  Honor  and  the 
Association  of  Railway  Carmen.  Religiously  he 
adheres  to  the  faith  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
politically  supports  the  People’s  party. 


CHRISTIAN  BURIvER.  This  worthy  Ger- 
man-American  citizen,  whose  home  is  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  9,  town- 
ship 17,  range  1 west,  Logan  county,  is  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  usefulness.  He  is  a son  of 
Gottlieb  and  Christina  (Kuenstle)  Burker.  the 
former  a stone-mason  by  trade  and  extensively 
engaged  in  building  and  contracting.  He  also 
owned  a farm  of  twentv  acres  not  far  from  the 
home  which  he  occupied  in  the  town  of  Oberen- 
singen. 

Christian  Burker  was  born  September  6,  1867. 
in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  the  village  above 
named,  and,  as  is  customary  with  the  sons  of  the 
Fatherland,  he  succeeded  in  acquiring-  a liberal 
education  in  the  public  school.  Then,  for  two 
wars,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  his  father  as  a 
stone-mason,  but,  as  a brother  had  come  to  the 
United  States,  the  youth,  determined  to  try  his 
fortunes  here  also.  Accordingly,  in  1883,  he 
sailed  for  the  land  of  promise,  and  proceeded 
from  Philadelphia  to  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio, 
where  his  brother  was  living.  There  he  worked 
for  a farmer, who  was  the  proprietor  of  a saw  and 
grist  mill,  and  it  speaks  well  for  the  young  man 
that  he  continued  in  the  cmplov  of  this  one  man 
for  seven  years,  his  work  being'  perfectly  satis- 
factory. From  his  earnings,  which  were  not 
large,  he  managed  to  save  $800  within  eight 
wars,  and  in  1889  he  went  to  Atchison  county. 
Kans.,  where  he  rented  land  for  cure  vear  and. 
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a good  crop.  He  then  worked,  as  for- 
merly, for  others,  by  the  month  until  the  spring 
of  1S94. 

Immediately  subsequent  to  his  marriage, 
which  took  place  at  that  time,  Mr.  Burker  came 
to  ( )klahoma,  and,  after  prospecting  several 
months,  invested  in  his  present  property.  Here 
lie  lias  instituted  many  valuable  improvements, 
and  his  thrifty  orchard,  good  buildings  and  well 
tilled  fields  add  greatly  to  the  desirability  and 
attractiveness  of  the  farm. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Burker  is  a Demo- 
crat. Religiously  he  is  a Lutheran,  and  con- 
tributed to  the  building  of  the  house  in  which 
lie  worships,  near  his  home. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Burker  and  Miss  Katie 
Rouse,  of  Atchison  county,  Kans.,  took  place 
May  23,  1894.  She  is  a daughter  of  David 
Rouse,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 


WILSON  MARTIN  WARREN.  Too 
much  credit  cannot  be  given  Mr.  War- 
ren for  the  efficient  service  he  has  ren- 
dered Oklahoma  City  in  the  capacity  of  sanitary 
police  and  later  as  street  commissioner,  the  office 
he  now  fills.  Where  formerly  unkept  and  dirty 
streets  were  the  rule,  they  are  now  the  excep- 
tion, all  being  well  graded  and  in  excellent  con- 
dition. 

Mr.  Warren  was  born  near  Des  Moines,  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  March  10,  1857,  and  is  a descend- 
ant of  General  Warren,  who  fell  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
and  is  a son  of  J.  K.  Warren,  who  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  and  in  1849  removed  to  Iowa,  where 
he  followed  farming.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
served  for  three  years,  and  was  with  General 
Sherman  on  his  memorable  march  through 
Georgia  to  the  sea,  winning  an  honorable  record 
as  a soldier.  About  1870  he  removed  to  Kansas 
and  now  resides  at  Leon,  that  state.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  Light,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Light,  who  was  a planter 
of  Tennessee,  but  was  living  in  Polk  county. 
Iowa,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Eight  children 
blessed  this  union,  all  of  whom  are  now  living, 
our  subject  being  the  only  one  in  Oklahoma. 

Wilson  Martin  Warren  was  reared  in  Iowa 
and  attended  the  public  schools,  but  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  turned  his  attention  to  learning 
the  barber’s  trade.  In  1874  he  went  to  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  After  following  his  trade  there 
for  one  vear,  he  removed  to  Eureka,  New,  and 
subsequently  returned  to  Des  Moines,  where  he 
established  a very  successful  business,  running 
two  shops  for  some  three  years.  He  then  moved 
to  Omaha  and  conducted  a shop  for  one  year, 
in  1891  he  came  to  Oklahoma  City,  where  he 
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started  the  Coney  Island  barber  shop  in  the 
City  building.  Through  his  efforts  he  built  up 
the  leading  business  of  the  city  in  that  line,  and 
continued  thus  engaged  until  1895,  when  he  was 
appointed  sanitary  police  by  Mayor  C.  G.  Jones. 
At  that  time  the  streets  were  in  the  poorest  pos- 
sible condition,  but  he  was  not  long  in  effecting 
a desirable  change.  He  served  with  credit  until 
1899,  when  he  was  elected  street  commissioner 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  carrying  every  ward 
in'  the  city,  and  running  far  ahead  of  the  ticket. 
1 1 is  term  of  office  is  for  two  years.  He  has 
raised  and  graded  many  of  the  streets,  and  has  a 
number  of  men  under  him,  personally  superin- 
tending their  work. 

At  Norman,-  Okla.,  Mr.  Warren  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Tillie  Stibbins,  who  was  born 
in  Kankakee,  111.  Politically,  Mr.  Warren  is  a 
sturdy  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
served  one  term  as  a member  of  the  council. 
He  built  the  fine  residence  at  No.  121  Washing- 
ton street  that  he  occupies.  Personally  he  is  a 
gentleman  of  high  character,  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  citizens  of  Okla- 
homa City. 


JOHN  BURY,  one  of  the  thrifty  farmers  of 
Logan  county,  is  a native  of  Baden,  Ger- 
many, his  birth  having  occurred  June  24, 
1853.  He  is  a son  of  Fidel  and  Kathrina  (Muel- 
ler) Bury,  who  were  agriculturists  in  the  vicinity 
of  Heidenhofen.  He  received  the  advantages 
of  the  common  schools,  and  when  he  was  nine- 
teen years  of  age  embarked  for  the  LTnited 
States  on  the  steamer  America.  ’ He  arrived  at 
his  destination  at  the  end  of  a two  weeks’  voy- 
age, and  proceeded  at  once  from  New  York  to 
Chicago,  where  his  brother  had  preceded  him. 
After  spending  one  winter  there,  during  which 
period  he  was  employed  chiefly  in  a factory,  he 
went  to  the  country,  about  twenty-eight  miles 
from  the  city,  and  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  a farmer  to  work  for  him  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  a year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  he  returned  to  Chicago 
and  worked  for  his  brother  for  the  ensuing  three 
years.  Later  he  went  to  a farm  near  Aurora, 
where  he  was  employed  two  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  carefully  husbanded  his  earnings, 
andto  this  amount  several  hundred  dollars. inher- 
ited from  his  father’s  estate  were  added.  Pie  then 
married  and  commenced  housekeeping  upon  a 
rented  farm  near  Aurora.  About  two  years  later 
he  removed  to  Kossuth  county.  Iowa,  where  he 
leased  a homestead  for  seven  vears.  He  pros- 
pered. and  in  1888  located  in  Barton  countv. 
Mo.,  whence,  in  i8qo,  he  came  to  Oklahoma. 
Here  he  purchased  the  place  where  he  now  re- 
sides. the  northwestern  quarter  of  section  15, 
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township  17,  range  1 west.  He  has  made  all  of 
the  improvements  which  may  he  observed  upon 
the  homestead,  including  a substantial  house  and 
good  barns.  He  has  a fine  orchard  of  some  five 
acres,  which  he  planted  himself,  and  each  year 
he  harvests  a good  crop  of  peaches,  apples, 
grapes  and  other  fruits.  In  December,  1898,  he 
bought  another  quarter  section,  adjoining  his 
first  farm,  and  thus  he  is  the  owner  of  a splendid 
tract  of  land.  Well  applied  industry  and  energy- 
have  brought  deserved  success,  and  his  future  is 
full  of  promise. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bury  and  Miss  Maggie 
Bornholdt  took  place  September  21,  1878,  in 
Kane  county,  111.  She  is  a native  of  Germany, 
her  birth  having  occurred  near  the  village  of 
Goethebve.  When  she  was  in  her  fifteenth  vear 
she  accompanied  her  parents,  Henry  and  Kather- 
ine (Erickscn)  Bornholdt,  to  America,  and  lo- 
cated in  th  vicinity  of  Aurora,  111.,  where  she 
lived  until  her  marriage.  Six  children  were  born 
to  our  subject  and  wife,  namely:  Albert  J., 
born  in  Kane  county.  111.,  December  1,  1879: 
Charles  H.,  who  was  born  in  Kossuth  county, 
Iowa,  May  9,  1883;  Dora  K..  who  was  born  in 
Kossuth  county,  Iowa,  Julv  8,  1885:  Louise  M., 
born  in  Barton  county.  Mo.,  July  17.  1888; 
George  M.,  in  Barton  county.  Mo.,  August  3, 
1890;  and  Bertha  J..  born  in  this  county  October 
14,  1893. 

The  first  presidential  ballot  of  Mr.  Bury  was 
cast  for  James  A.  Garfield,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  been  a sincere  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  Both  himself  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  -church  and  have  been  influential 
in  the  building  of  the  church  in  this  locality.  In 
addition  to  contributing  twenty-five  dollars  in 
cash,  Mr.  Burv  donated  the  land  011  which  the 
church  was  built  and  has  faithfully  contributed 
to  its  regular  maintenance. 


THOMAS  BENTO N DA\  IS.  The  fortunes 
of  Mustang  township.  Oklahoma  county, 
are  closely  interwoven  with  the  wise  and 
progressive  ideas  of  Mr.  Davis,  who.  in  his  ca- 
pacity of  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  all-around 
substantial  citizen,  has  made  a perceptible  im- 
pression upon  the  intellectual,  agricultural,  po- 
litical and  religious  growth  of  his  adopted 
locality.  Not  only  in  the  territory  has  his  influ- 
ence for  progress  been  felt,  but  in  whatever  state 
and  countv  he  has  resided  the  best  interests  of 
the  community  have  been  coupled  with  his  en- 
ergy and  good  management.  His  sons,  in  turn, 
have  inherited  his  prosperity  and  capacitv  for 
taking  advantage  of  the  opportunities  at  hand, 
and  are  thrift v and  industrious  members  of  so- 
ciety. Samuel  W.,  the  eldest,  is  the  possessor  of 
three  and  one-fourth  sections  of  land,  upon  which 


he  conducts  large  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  interests,  making  a specialty  of  hogs, 
corn  and  wheat;  the  second  son,  William,  is  de- 
voted to  stock-raising  on  his  father’s  farm. 

Before  coming  to  this  township  of  promise 
Mr.  Davis  led  a somewhat  varied  life,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  engaged  in  a number  of  oc- 
cupations in  different  localities.  A native  of 
Davis  township,  Caldwell  county,  Mo.,  he  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  S.  and  Margaret  (Owen)  Davis, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Illinois  and  Indiana. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Dennis  Davis,  was 
born  in  Maryland,  and  was  a courageous  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Samuel  Davis  attained  to 
considerable  prominence  during  his  lifetime,  es- 
pecially during  his  residence  in  Missouri.  He 
was  a farmer  and  judge,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  in  Caldwell  county.  One  township  in 
the  county  was  named  after  him.  Originally  a 
Union  man,  when  his  state  seceded  he  went 
with  it. 

When  twenty  years  of  age  Thomas  Davis  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Almeda  M.  Craver,  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sarah  E.  (Gump) 
Craver,  natives,  respectively,  of  Maryland  and 
Ohio.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Davis  remained 
on  a farm  for  two  years,  then  sold  out,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  grist  and  saw-mill  business  for  a 
year.  After  disposing  of  his  mill  he  undertook 
the  general  merchandise  business  for  two  years, 
and  in  the  panic  of  1873  lost  nearly  all  that  he 
had  in  the  world.  He  subsequently  undertook 
farming  and  stock-raising  in  Missouri  for  about 
three  years  and  met  with  gratifying  success.  Not 
content  with  the  location  as  a permanent  place  of 
residence  he  went  to  Hodgeman  county,  Kans.. 
where  he  bought  land,  and  began  farming  with 
the  brightest  prospects  in  store. 

An  unforeseen  calamity  overtook  him  in  1885, 
when  a blizzard  swept  away  much  that  he  val- 
ued. During  the  progress  of  the  blizzard  Air. 
Davis  and  others  took  possession  of  the  coal  on 
the  Santa  Ee  Railroad,  which  was  the  means  of 
keeping  many  from  freezing  to  death.  After  this 
severe  loss  he  was  somewhat  disillusioned  as  far 
as  farming  in  Kansas  was  concerned,  and  the 
following  spring  sold  his  remaining  stock  and 
land  and  bought  an  hotel  in  Greensburg,  of  the 
same  state.  After  a vear's  experiment  he  sold 
out  and  went  into  the  stock  business  on  Medi- 
cine river,  where  he  did  well,  and  where  things 
began  to  look  up  a little.  This  ranch  was  event- 
ually sold  and  the  cattle  shipped  to  the  Kansas 
City  market.  He  then  took  contracts  for  street 
grading,  and  was  successful  for  a year,  when  he 
sold  his  outfit  and  went  to  Texas,  buying  a 
ranch,  upon  which  he  lived  until  the  opening  of 
( >klahoma.  "Mr.  Davis  made  the  run  with  the 
thousands  of  others  who  saw  the  possibilities  of 
the  undeveloped  country,  and  located  on  a claim, 
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which  he  at  once  began  to  improve.  At  his  house 
was  held  the  first  quarterly  conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  in  this  part 
of  the  territory.  Services  were  also  held  at  his 
home  until  after  the  erection  of  the  church.  After 
the  expiration  of  two  years  he  sold  his  ranch  in 
Texas,  and  bought  more  land  near  his  home- 
stead and  established  one  of  the  largest  cattle 
ranches  in  the  territory.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  prosperous  men  in  the  county, 
and  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know'  him.  In  na- 
tional politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  takes  active 
interest  in  the  undertakings  of  his  party.  Since 
its  organization  he  has  been  a central  commit- 
teeman in  Oklahoma  county. 


J ILLIAM  W.  FITZPATRICK,  a prosper- 

y \ Otis  farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of 
Logan  county,  is  located  on  the  northeast 
Quarter  of  section  23,  township  18,  range  2 west. 
He  was  born  near  Shelbvville,  111.,  June  2,  i860, 
and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Martha  M.  (Reed) 
Fitzpatrick.  His  father  was  a general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  and  of  a migratory  disposition 
that  induced  him  to  see  considerable  of  the  coun- 
try in  several  directions.  When  William  W. 
was  about  fourteen  years  old.  began  a series  of 
changes  from  Illinois  to  Kansas,  thence  to  Ar- 
kansas, where  they  lived  for  eighteen  months, 
later  returning  to  Kansas,  where  the  father 
bought  school  lands,  upon  which  they  lived  until 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma. 

William  W.  Fitzpatrick  assisted  his  father  in 
the  work  of  the  farms  upon  which  they  located, 
find  acquired  at  the  same  time. a fair  education. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  rented  a farm 
<on  his  own  responsibility,  and  to  facilitate  the 
progress  thereon  was  married  August  15,  1SS1, 
to  Ella  Shearer,  of  Cowley  county,  Kans.,  and 
a native  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Fitzpatrick  died 
in  1883  and  left  a daughter,  Iva  Edna,  now  the 
wife  of  Ottis  Potter,  of  Mulhall,  Okla.  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick married  a second  time,  his  wife  being 
Mrs.  Louise  E.  Kelly,  nee  Belless.  of  Fulton 
county.  111.,  w here  her  marriage  to  Robert  Kelly 
was  solemnized.  Tliev  had  one  child.  Bessie  R. 
Kelly.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitzpatrick  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Kingman  B.  and  Dorothy  J.. 
who  were  born  in  Cowley  countv.  Kans.,  and 
Joseph  William,  who  was  born  in  Oklahoma. 
Mrs.  Fitzpatrick  is  a daughter  of  Amos  and 
Mary  I.  (Asbell)  Belless.  of  Fulton  county.  Til. 

1 lie  former  was  born  in  Indiana  and  the  latter 
in  Fulton  county.  Tliev  became  prosperous 
farmers  in  Illinois.  The  Belless  familv  is  of 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  descent,  while  the  Asbell 
family  came  from  Ohio  and  is  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. 

At  the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  William  Fitz- 


patrick and  his  father  made  the  famous  run,  the 
father  securing  land  on  section  24,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death.  March  12,  1899,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight;  his  wife,  aged  sixty-one,  sur- 
viving him  but  eight  hours.  Less  successful 
than  his  father  in  pre-empting  a claim,  William 
W.  was  obliged  to  purchase  the  land  on  which 
he  now  lives.  While  breaking  it  and  preparing 
it  for  the  seed  he  lived  in  his  wagon,  later  re- 
turning to  Kansas  to  bring  his  household  posses- 
sions, and  upon  his  return  continuing  to  live  in 
his  wagon  while  cutting  hay  for  the  cattle.  The 
family  arrived  on  the  new  claim  in  October,  and, 
pending  the  erection  of  a box  house,  12x14 
feet,  were  located  in  a tent.  From  small  di- 
mensions his  house  was  from  time  to  time  en- 
larged until  it  is  now  of  comfortable  size.  There 
is  an  excellent  orchard  on  the  claim,  the  output 
of  which  numbers  a variety  of  fruits. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  is  a believer  in  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  is  willing  for  others 
to  fill  the  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  people 
of  the  community.  Himself  and  family  are 
helpful  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a deacon,  and  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers and  builders  of  the  church  at  Antioch. 
He  is  a member  of  the  U.  P.  & D.  A.  of  Okla- 
homa. 


HON.  MARTIN  GARBER.  Though  he  has 
passed  the  seventy-first  anniversary  of  his 
birth.  Martin  Garber,  of  Garber,  Garfield 
countv,  is  as  active  and  enterprising  in  business 
affairs  as  many  men  of  half  his  years,  and  the  sin- 
cere interest  which  he  maintains  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  section  redounds  greatly  to  his 
credit.  For  more  than  four  decades  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  bar,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
prominentlv  associated  with  public  positions  of 
honor  and  responsibility,  gradually  rising  in  the 
esteem  of  the  people. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were 
natives  of  Switzerland,  and  his  grandfather.  Mar- 
tin Garber,  accompanied  by  four  brothers,  came 
to  America  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  all  of  them  settled  in  the  Shen- 
andoah Valiev,  in  Virginia.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Dunkard,  or  German  Baptist, Church, 
and  all  of  the  brothers  occupied  the  pulpits  of 
their  neighboring  churches  on  many  occasions, 
as  they  believed  themselves  called  upon  to 
preach.  I11  fact,  they  were  practically  the  found- 
ers of  their  denomination  in  Virginia. 

Our  subject's  father, -who  also  bore  the.  Chris- 
tian name  of  Martin,  was  born  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion. and  lived  in  Rockingham  county  until 
1836.  when  he  went  to  Ohio.  TTc  was  profitably 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  there,  and 
finallv  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Shelby 
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county.  He  was  survived  by  bis  wife,  who  died 
in  Iowa,  when  in  her  sixty-ninth  year,  and  of 
their  ten  children,  all  but  three  are  yet  living. 
She  was  Magdeline,  daughter  of  John  Mohler, 
who  was  the  owner  of  Weirs  Cave,  in  Augusta 
county,  Ya.,  which  great  natural  curiosity  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  Mohler  family. 

Martin  Garber, of  this  article,  was  born  in  1829, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Weirs  Cave,  Va.,  and  was  seven 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Bellefontaine,  Logan 
county,  Ohio.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  that  place  and  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  went  to  the  northeastern  part 
of  Iowa.  He  entered  a large  tract  of  land  in 
Clayton  county  and  supervised  its  management 
for  a period.  In  1852  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law,  and  in  1858  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
subsequently  engaging  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Elkport  and  Elkader,  Iowa.  In 
the  meantime,  he  went  to  Nevada  county,  Cal., 
where  a brother  was  living,  and  for  the  ensuing- 
seven  years  he  remained  on  the.  Pacific  coast. 
For  five  years  he  followed  mining  operations  in 
the  gold  fields,  and  later  he  joined  his  brother 
and  embarked  in  the  cattle  business  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  California, and  a town — Garberville — 
which  he  founded  was  named  in  his  honor.  In 
1868  he  returned  to  Iowa. 

In  1869  Mr.  Garber  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  auditor  of  Clayton  county,  a position  he 
filled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned 
for  eleven  successive  years.  He  then  was  fur- 
ther honored  by  the  people,  being  elected  to 
represent  the  Fifty-seventh  district  in  the  Iowa 
state  senate.  During  the  four  years  of  his  service 
in  the  legislature — from  1880  to  18S4 — he  intro- 
duced several  bills  of  which  he  was  the  author, 
and  was  actively  connected  with  many  of  the 
committees.  LTpon  retiring  from  his  position 
he  was  soon  appointed  to  the  office  of  deputy 
revenue  collector  for  the  United  States  in  the 
Dubuque  district,  his  headquarters  being  at  Du- 
buque. lie  was  the  incumbent  of  that  position 
under  the  Arthur  administration,  until  July  4, 
1888,  when  President  Cleveland  gave  the  office 
to  another.  Resuming  his  interrupted  law  prac- 
tice in  Elkport,  Mr.  Garber  continued  to  devote 
his  attention  exclusively  to  his  clients’  interests 
for  five  years. 

In  1893  our  subject  came  to  Oklahoma,  and, 
after  residing  in  Guthrie,  and  buying  and  im- 
proving real  estate  there,  much  of  which  he  still 
owns,  he  came  to  Garfield  county,  September 
16,  1893.  Making  the  race  for  a claim,  he  se- 
cured one,  as  did  also  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Taft, 
and  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  land  which 
they  chose  being  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county.  Soon  afterwards  the  town  of  Gar- 
ber was  founded  by  him,  and  a post- 


office was  secured  in  the  course  of  time.  In 
connection  with  general  farming,  he  has  been 
interested  in  a mercantile  business  at  Garber, 
being  associated  in  partnership  with  his  two 
sons,  M.  C.  and  B.  A.  Garber.  In  1899,  when 
the  railroad  was  constructed  through  tins  sec- 
tion, it  became  advisable  to  make  a change  in 
the  town  site  of  Garber,  and  the  organization 
known  as  the  Garber  Town  Site  Company  was 
formed,  a new  town  laid  out  and  improvements 
made.  Our  subject  has  been  deeply  interested 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  place,  and  has  been  oc- 
cupied, as  formerly,  in  merchandising  and  also 
has  practiced  his  profession  to  some  extent. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Garber  has  always 
been  a true-blue  Republican.  Two  years  ago 
he  was  prominently  mentioned  as  a candidate 
for  congressman,  but  has  practically  retired  from 
the  political  field.  He  is  United  States  commis- 
sioner, and  at  this  writing  is  taking  final  proof 
for  claimants  of  public  land.  Both  he  and  his 
son,  M.  C.,  are  notary  publics  at  present,  and 
their  multitudinous  interests  keep  them  ex- 
tremely busy.  While  in  California  he  joined 
the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and  for  years  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen. 

December  4,  1S56,  Mr.  Garber  married  Lucy 
A.  Rife,  who  was  born  in  Ohio.  Their  eldest 
child,  Martha  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  O.  D.  Taft 
of  this  place;  Estelle  is  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Corlett, 
an  attorney  of  Elkader,  Iowa;  and  Mary  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Rev.  T.  A.  Edwards.  Florence  re- 
sides at  home  with  her  parents;  Milton  C.,  who 
was  graduated  in  the  law  department  of  the  Iowa 
State  University,  is  an  attornev  and  merchant 
of  this  place,  and  Burton  A.,  also  engaged  in 
business  here,  is  a graduate  of  a commercial  col- 
lege at  Fayette,  Iowa. 


SAMUEL  T.  CAMPBELL.  M.  D„  who  is 
known  as  a leading  physician  of  Crescent 
City,  was  born  in  Benton  county,  Mo.,  and 
is  a son  of  George  W.  and  Susan  H.  (Fowler) 
Campbell.  His  childhood  was  passed  on  his 
father's  farm  in  [Missouri,  where  he  was  early 
taught  the  various  means  of  occupation  incident 
to  the  life  of  a progressive  and  industrious  agri- 
culturist. 

From  the  start  he  displayed  an  eager  desire  to 
do  something  worth  while  in  the  world,  which 
ambition  was  fostered  by  his  parents,  who  gave 
him  every  educational  advantage  in  their  power. 
In  Warsaw,  Benton  county,  Mo.,  he  studied  in 
the  public  schools,  later  attending  a business  col- 
lege at  Sedalia,  Mo.  He  determined  to  take  up 
the  study  of  medicine,  feeling  that  this  particular 
branch  of  science  would  most  readily  conform  to 
his  aptitude  for  application.  Consequently  the 
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Kansas  City  Medical  College  was  chosen  as  the 
field  for  study  in  this  line,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1898. 

Dr.  Campbell  was  married  May  31,  18199.  in 
Guthrie,  to  Miss  Stella  Rexroad,  a daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Lucy  I.  Rexroad. 

Dr.  Campbell  first  took  up  his  residence  in 
Crescent  City  June  5,  1S99,  an<T  owing  to  his 
study  along  medical  lines  and  his  success  in 
treating  disorders,  he  has  won  the  appreciation 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  While  en- 
tertaining broad  and  liberal  views  regarding  the 
politics  of  the  administration,  he  leaves  the  run- 
ning of  the  political  wheels  to  others,  believing 
that  his  profession  requires  all  the  time  that  he 
can  give  to  it.  He  usually  votes  the  Republican 
ticket.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  at  Crescent  City. 


ORMAN  G.  WELLS.  While  Mr.  Wells 
permanently  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
territory  in  1889,  his  experience  in  this 
section  of  the  country  dates  back  considerably 
further  than  that  of  many,  he  having  first  come 
here  in  i860.  At  the  time  the  genera!  aspect 
differed  greatly,  as  the  Indians  were  being  con- 
centrated from  the  various  agencies. 

Born  April  5,  1841,  in  Goodhue  county.  Minn.. 
Mr.  Wells  is  a son  of  James  and  Jane  (Graham) 
Wells,  the  latter  of  whom  is  a civilized  half-breed 
Sioux  Indian.  James  W ells  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  first  came  west  with  the  soldiers  com- 
prising the  regiment  in  which  he  had  enlisted, 
and  on  duty  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  holding 
the  commission  of  lieutenant.  Eventually  he 
resigned  his  post  at  the  fort  and  went  into  In- 
dian trading  on  Lake  Pippin,  and  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  near  Clear  Lake,  Iowa,  during  iS6_>. 
lie  was  quite  a prominent  man  during  the  years 
of  his  activity  and  was  a member  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Minnesota  during-  two  terms.  Subse- 
quently he  engaged  in  exploring  and  accompa- 
nied several  parties  into  the  far  west.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  at  the  hands  of  the  Sioux  In- 
dians his  son.  Aaron  C..  was  captured,  but  event- 
ually escaped  with  the  help  of  an  Indian,  who 
had  been  a friend  of  the  family.  James  Wells 
was  instrumental  in  making  the  Sioux  treaty  in 
Minnesota,  anti  took  the  Indian  delegation  to 
Washington  to  cede  their  land  to  the  govern- 
ment. lie  was  married  to  a half-breed  Sioux, 
who  became  the  mother  of  ten  children : Sarah, 
the  widow  of  J.  E.  La  Croix;  Alfred,  who  died 
from  the  effects  of  wounds  received  at  the  battle 
of  Shiloh,  during  the  Civil  war;  O.  G..  a farmer 
in  ( )klahoma;  Mark  Wells,  an  interpreter  :.t  the 
Crow  Creek  Agency,  in  South  Dakota:  Eliza- 
beth. now  Mrs.  Carrier,  of  Chicago.  Ilk:  Wal- 
lace, a farmer  at  the  Crow  Creek  Agency : Lucy, 
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the  wife  of  Leon  Du  Lac;  Philip,  who  is  at  the 
Pine  Ridge  Agency  in  South  Dakota,  and  was 
the  interpreter  at  the  battle  of  Wounded  Knee, 
S.  D..  when  Sitting  Bull  was  killed;  Aaron,  who 
was  captured  at  the  time  his  father  was  killed, 
and  was  chief  of  police  at  the  Standing  Rock 
Agency  when  Sitting  Bull  was  killed;  and  Agnes, 
now  Mrs.  Thomas  Reedy,  of  Standing  Rock 
Agency.  X.  D.  Mrs.  Wells  died  at  her  old  home 
in  Minnesota.  The  home  place  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  family  and  is  owned  by  Lucy 
Du  Lac. 

O.  G.  Wells  was  reared  in  Rice  county,  Minn., 
at  the  trading  post,  and  his  earliest  recollections 
are  associated  almost  entirely  with  the  red  men 
of  the  reservation.  In  i860  he  started  for  the 
south  and  joined  the  troops  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. going  with  the  cavalry  as  currier.  After 
a short  residence  in  Oklahoma  in  i860,  he  went 
through  with  General  Warren  to  Fort  Sill,  where 
he  left  the  army  and  started  on  a prospecting 
tour  with  a party  who  were  headed  for  Califor- 
nia. Soon  after  lie  joined  an  English  game  com- 
pany and  went  to  South  America,  from  there 
taking  a vessel  for  San  Francisco,  and  gradually 
working  his  way  back  east  to  northwestern 
Texas,  arriving  there  when  the  war  broke  out, 
although  at  the  time  he  did  not  know  it.  He 
started  out  again,  intending  to  go  to  Minnesota, 
but  upon  reaching  Burlington,  Iowa,  enlisted  in 
the  First  Iowa  Artillery,  and  served  with  the 
western  army  for  three  years,  under  General 
Curtis.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Pea 
Ridge,  Cotton  Plantation,  West  Plains,  and  up 
to  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  seven  times 
wounded,  but  only  once  seriously,  at  which  time 
his  skull  was  broken,  to  which  a scar  at  the 
present  time  bears  testimony. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Wells  engaged  as  an  Indian 
scout,  and  was  assigned  first  with  Custer,  but 
when  that  unfortunate  and  gallant  general  went 
north.  Mr.  Wells  joined  McKenzie’s  army 
against  the  Cheyennes,  Crows  and  Comanche 
Indians,  through  Kansas,  Texas,  Colorado  and 
New  Mexico.  He  was  engaged  in  the  scout- 
ing business  for  seven  years,  and  became  familiar 
with  all  of  the  southwest  territory.  During  these 
years  of  adventures  with  the  Indians  he  made 
an  expedition  to  the  Arctic  region  as  a member 
of  Comstock’s  party,  and  spent  six  months  in 
the  frozen  north.  During  the  winter  seasons 
when  the  Indians  were  quiet  and  engaged  in 
keeping  themselves  warm,  he  made  trips  to  the 
Pacific  coast  at  two  different  times,  and  brought 
back  with  him  rare  specimens  of  animal  life  for 
taxidermists,  and  he  has  in  his  possession  an  un- 
known animal  five  feet  long  and  twelve  wide  at 
the  crown,  and  with  a nose  resembling  that  of 
an  alligator. 

In  1866  Mr.  Wells  went  again  to  South  Amor- 
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ica  via  Cuba  to  the  Amazon  river,  and  from 
there  to  the  Pacific,  where  he  joined  a sealing 
party  headed  north.  For  several  succeeding 
years  he  interested  himself  in  piloting  cattle 
men  and  exploring  parties  through  the  Indian 
Territory  and  down  into  Texas,  Mexico,  and  up 
into  Colorado.  He  had  at  the  time  a herd 
of  cattle,  and  owned  Skeleton  ranch,  situated 
where  North  Enid  now  stands.  In  April,  1889, 
he  made  the  run  into  the  territory,  and  located 
on  his  present  claim,  having  the  advantage  at  the 
time  of  knowing  the  country.  After  a year’s 
residence  on  the  claim,  he  proved  a soldier’s 
right.  The  land  is  now  well  improved,  about 
fifty  acres  being  under  cultivation,  and  devoted 
to  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

In  1892  Mr.  Wells  made  a visit  to  Minnesota 
and  Dakota,  where  his  sister  and  brothers  were 
living,  and  decided  to  stay  for  several  years,  en- 
gaging in  general  merchandising.  In  politics  Mr. 
Wells  is  independent,  and  has  no  desire  for  pub- 
lic office.  His  name  was  before  the  convention 
for  member  of  legislature,  but  he  refused  to 
qualify.  He  is  fraternally  associated  with  the 
Masonic  order  at  Del  Norte,  Colo.,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  was  married  in  1S75.  in  Harper  county, 
Kans.,  to  Louisa  Devore,  a daughter  of  Harvey 
J.  Devore,  who  settled  in  that  county  in  1874, 
being  the  first  white  man  there.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wells  have  been  born  two  children,  Archie 
O.,  who  is  a traveling  photographer,  and 
James  W. 

It  is  doubtful  if  any  man  in  the  territory  is 
more  familiar  with  the  western  plains  and  the 
habits  of  the  Indians  than  is  Air.  Wells.  An 
inveterate  traveler,  he  has  amassed  an  immense 
amount  of  interesting  information,  and  a corre- 
sponding fund  of  good  common  sense,  which  he 
applies  to  the  problems  of  every-day  life.  He  is 
respected  and  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  is  a valuable  addition  to  the  community  in 
which  his  lot  is  cast. 


PROF.  AIOSES  J.  JOHNSON.  Langston 
University  has  given  prominence  to  manv 
able  educators,  and  among  the  most  popu- 
lar and  successful  is  Professor  Johnson.  Born 
in  Newton,  Baker  county,  Ga.,  March  31,  1864. 
he  there  grew  to  manhood,  making  his  home  on 
a farm.  When  a lad  of  eight  years  he  began  at- 
tending the  district  school,  and  early  evinced  a 
lively  interest  in  his  studies.  In  1877  he  entered 
the  preparatory  department  of  Atlanta  Univer- 
sity, where  he  continued  three  years.  Then,  in 
1880,  he  entered  college,  and  after  four  vears 
of  close  application  to  his  studies  was  graduated 
with  honors,  in  lime,  188^.  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B. 


In  Alarch,  1878.  Professor  Johnson  had 
charge  of  a district  school  in  Houston  county, 
Ga.,  and  earned  money  enough  by  teaching  to 
pay  his  way  through  college.  He  taught  three 
months  in  the  year  except  in  the  winter  of  1880- 
81,  which  he  employed  wholly  in  teaching  in 
order  to  earn  money  enough  to  pursue  his 
studies.  There  were  about  forty  students  in 
his  class  at  the  beginning,  and  about  eight  at 
the  close,  and  he  indulges  in  pardonable  pride 
at  the  thought  that  he  was  one  of  the  eight  suc- 
cessful graduates. 

Upon  leaving  college,  Professor  Johnson 
went  to  Florida  and  taught  at  Lake  Maitland 
in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1885  and  1886.  His  next 
move  was  to  Ennis,  Tex.,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  principal  of  the  colored  schools,  and  where 
he  remained  seven  consecutive  years.  He  was 
re-elected  for  the  eighth,  but  resigned  in  the 
summer  of  1893.  Then  coming  to  Oklahoma, 
he  took  part  in  the  rush  for  homes,  September 
16.  1893,  and  succeeded  in  filing  his  claim,  but 
sold  it  in  1894.  After  teaching  for  one  year 
in  the  grammar  grade  in  Kingfisher,  his  election 
as  principal  of  the  colored  high  school  followed 
and  he  remained  thus  occupied  two  years. 

Prior  to  this,  in  1892,  Professor  Johnson  had 
been  granted  a life  certificate  to  teach  in  the 
state  of  Texas,  on  account  of  his  phenomenal 
success  as  an  instructor.  In  1897  he  resigned  his 
position  at  Kingfisher  and  afterward  was  elected 
to  a chair  in  Langston  University.  At  Ennis, 
Tex.,  February  21,  1894,  he  married  Airs. 
Susie  Caesar.  They  have  no  children.  He  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket  and  is  a leading 
member  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


FATIHS  F.  FERGUSON.  United  in  the 
person  of  whom  the  following  lines  are 
penned  are  many  of  the  sterling  and  notable 
qualities  of  the  Scotch  and  German  races,  chief 
among  his  characteristics  being  the  integrity 
and  justice,  the  industry  and  adherence  to  a 
plan  of  action,  once  decided  upon,  for  which  his 
ancestors  were  celebrated.  His  great-grand- 
father, Thomas  Ferguson,  was  a native  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  whence  he  emigrated 
to  the  colony  of  Virginia.  There  his  son,  An- 
drew, and  Andrew's  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Alargaret  Ross,  were  born  and  reared.  They 
were  farmers  and  patriotic  citizens,  giving  their 
influence  to  the  upbuilding  of  their  beloved  na- 
tive state.  At  length  they  joined  the  great  tide 
of  humanity  which  surged  across  the  plains  to- 
wards the  setting  sun,  and  for  some  vears  thev 
dwelt  in  Greene  county,  lnd.  Upon  their  home- 
stead in  that  county  occurred  the  birth  of  Eleazer 
berguson,  father  of  our  subject,  and  when  he  ar- 
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jived  at  man’s  estate  he  chose  for  a wife  Anna 
."printer,  who  was  of  German  extraction,  and 
rtas  likewise  a native  of  the  Hoosier  state. 

l'he  worthy  couple  removed  to  Iowa,  where 
ilu-\  improved  a farm,  upon  which  Fabius  F. 
lVrguson  was  born,  June  2,  i860,  and  where  his 
mother  died.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  accom- 
panied the  family  to  Kansas,  where  they  became 
well-to-do  and  respected  citizens.  In  Ins  youth 
lie  learned  the  lessons  of  thrift  and  industry 
which  have  been  the  prime  factors  in  his  suc- 
cess. He  was  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Kansas,  and  in  1882  he  was  numbered  among 
the  enterprising  farmers  of  Kingman  county, 
where  he  took  up  a claim  and  remained  for 
seven  years. 

In  1884  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Clara  M.  Mair,  a daughter  of  Hugh  G. 
and  Cynthia  S.  (Miller)  Mair,  who  are  natives 
of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  Pennsylvania,  re- 
spectively. Five  children  bless  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  their  names  in  order  of  birth 
being  as  follows:  Hugh  F.,  Linus  E..  G. 

Springer,  Geneva  M.,  and  Chattie  M. 

When  the  “promised  land"  of  Oklahoma  was 
thrown  open  to  civilization,  he  came  to  Union 
township,  Canadian  county,  and  bought  his 
present  fine  homestead.  With  but  small  means, 
aided  by  the  industry  and  economy  of  his  wife, 
he  rapidly  turned  his  farm  of  native  grass  into 
one  of  picturesque  beauty,  prolific  with  fruits 
and  vines,  securing  such  residts  as  but  one  of 
rare  talent  and  energy  could  accomplish  under 
like  circumstances.  Air.  Ferguson’s  careful 
study  of  horticulture  and  extensive  experience  in 
the  nursery  business  have  qualified  him  to  make 
selections  of  the  best  varieties  of  fruit  and  vine- 
yard stock,  and  with  his  careful  husbandry  of 
the  same  his  farm  is  second  to  none  in  choice 
fruits.  His  extraordinary  development  of  his 
orchards  has  gone  far  towards  establishing  the 
quality  of  lands  in  his  county  for  horticultural 
purposes,  which  success  has  distinguished  him  in 
the  citizenship  of  that  county.  There  is  no  man 
in  the  county  having  greater  acquaintance  and. 
with  the  universal  respect  and  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held  by  the  people,  he  stands  as  one  of  the 
county's  leading  men. 


Benjamin  franklin  kellfr  owns 

a valuable  farm  of  eighty  acres  near  Guth- 
rie, and.  owing  to  the  many  changes  and 
additions  he  has  made  on  the  place,  it  is  consid- 
ered one  of  the  best  in  this  region.  A contractor 
and  builder,  he  had  the  foresight  to  know  that 
< Iklahoma  would  require  an  army  of  men  in  his 
trade  at  the  time  of  its  opening,  and  therefore 
he  directed  his  footsteps  in  this  direction  on  that 
22nd  of  April,  i88q.  Arriving  in  Guthrie,  he 


found  a city  of  tents,  and,  owing  to  the  multi- 
tudes there,  he  proceeded  into  the  country, 
and  at  three  o’clock  p.  m.  began  staking  a claim 
— his  present  farm — situated  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  13,  Iron  Mountain  township. 
a Turning  backward  a few'  pages  in  the  life  of 
our  subject,  it  is  learned  that  he  is  of  Hollatul- 
Dutch  descent  upon  the  paternal  side.  His 
grandfather,  Jacob  Keller,  removed  from  Hol- 
land to  New  York  state  in  the  early  part  of  this 
century,  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life 
upon  a farm  near  Johnstown,  N.  Y.  His  son. 
Nelson,  father  of  B.  F.  Keller,  was  three  years 
old  at  the  time  of  the  family’s  removal,  and  since 
his  marriage  he  has  dwelt  in  Mercer  county,  Pa. 
In  1862  he  purchased  six  hundred  and  fortv 
acres  of  land  near  Greenville,  and  proceeded  to 
clear  and  improve  what  then  was  a tract  of  wild 
land.  He  is  still  living  upon  the  old  homestead, 
now  almost  ninety  years  of  age.  He  has  been 
a Whig  and  Republican,  and  in  religion  is  a 
stanch  Presbyterian.  His  wife,  Jane,  also  sur- 
vives, both  coming  of  a race  noted  for  longevity. 
She  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  a daughter 
of  Baptist  and  Jane  Brush.  The  father  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  in  early  manhood  became  a 
pioneer  of  Canada,  and  later  of  Mercer  county, 
Pa.  When  the  war  of  1812  was  being  waged  he 
and  three  of  his  brothers  took  part  in  the  con- 
flict, and  at  the  battle  of  Lundy’s  Lane  one  of 
the  brothers  w7as  killed,  while  another  was 
wounded.  He  lived  to  be  over  four-score  years, 
and  his  wife  was  about  ninety  at  the  time  of  her 
demise. 

B.  F.  Keller,  who  was  born  January  28,  1848, 
near  Shakeleyville,  Pa.,  is  one  of  seven  brothers 
and  sisters.  Andrew  is  engaged  in  fanning  in 
Ohio,  and  Sanford  and  Elmer  are  residents  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Amanda  Belyck  lives  in 
Maysville.  Pa.  Eunice  is  a citizen  of  Jamestown, 
Pa.,  and  Clara  is  at  home  with  her  aged  parents. 

B.  F.  Keller  was  reared  as  a farmer’s  bow 
and  mastered  the  elementary  branches  of  knowl- 
edge in  the  "little  log'  schoolhouse."  It  was  a 
matter  of  deep  regret  to  the  youth  that  he  was 
too  young  to  be  admitted  to  the  army  service, 
for  he  was  an  ardent  patriot  and  friend  to  the 
L nion.  1 he  Civil  war  was  drawing'  to  a close 
when,  at  length,  he  was  accepted  as  a recruit 
in  a Pennsylvania  regiment,  but  he  had  pro- 
ceeded only  as  far  as  Pittsburg,  on  his  way  to  the 
south,  when  the  news  came  tiiat  Lee  had  sur- 
rendered. and  he  was  sent  home.  At  sixteen  he 
was  apprenticed  to  a carriage  manufacturer,  p.t 
Greenville,  for  three  years,  but,  finding  the  con- 
finement of  a shop  telling  upon  his  health,  he 
afterwards  became  a carpenter,  builder  and  con- 
tractor. During  the  ensuing  vears  he  found 
abundant  employment  in  his  chosen  calling,  and. 
from  a desire  to  see  something  of  his  own  conn- 
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try,  he  worked  in  many  parts  of  the  Union.  His 
business  and  travels  led  him  to  Maryland,  New 
York,  Connecticut,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  the 
Dakotas,  Iowa,  Missouri  and  Kansas.  In  1884 
lie  was  employed  in  Florida,  and  there  became 
.connected  with  the  improvement  of  an  oransfe 
grove,  situated  in  Conway,  Orange  county.  In 
1888  he  went  to  Baxter  Springs,  Kans.,  where 
he  was  the  leading  contractor  for  a period,  and 
within  a year  assisted  in  the  building  of  thirteen 
business  blocks  and  the  fine  art  school.  Bring- 
ing his  chest  of  tools,  he,  with  two  acquaint- 
ances, made  the  journey  into  Oklahoma 
in  a wagon,  and  from  that  day  to  the 
present  he  has  had  more  employment  than 
he  can  do  justice  to.  For  two  years  he 
had  quite  a monopoly  here,  and,  among  others, 
he  superintended  the  building  of  the  dormitories 
of  Kingfisher  College  and  Langston  Univer- 
sity. On  his  homestead  he  raises  wheat  and 
fruit,  making  a specialty  of  the  latter  product. 
He  planted  twenty-two  acres  with  fine  varieties 
of  fruit  trees  a few  years  ago  and  has  about 
twrentv-five  acres  of  orchard,  one-half  of  whose 
trees  are  in  bearing  condition.  Peaches,  apples 
and  pears,  raised  here  in  great  quantities,  find  a 
ready  market  in  the  city,  and  a vineyard  of  sev- 
eral kinds  of  grapes  also  is  yielding  excellent 
crops  to-day.  Fine  springs  afford  an  abundance 
of  water  to  the  live  stock  always  kept  upon  the 
farm.  The  proprietor  is  becoming  an  authority 
as  a horticulturist  and  nurseryman  in  this  local- 
ity, as  success  usually  attends  his  efforts.  For 
five  and  a half  years  lie  was  burdened  with  con- 
testants’ suits,  other  parties  unfortunately  laying 
claim  to  this  property  also.  He  faithfully  meets 
every  obligation  of  citizenship,  his  ballot  being 
given  to  the  nominees  of  the  Republican  party  in 
national  elections. 

The  marriage  of  Air.  Keller  and  Miss  Phianna 
Condo  Hunter  took  place  in  Lawrence,  Kans., 
June  5,  1884.  Six  children  were  born  to  them, 
and  four  of  the  number  survive,  namely:  Olive 
D.,  Guy  Harrison,  Amy  Viola,  and  Clarence 
Victor.  Mrs.  Keller  is  a native  of  Curwensville. 
Clearfield  county.  Pa.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Jane  (Bloom)  Hunter,  who  were  of 
Rocky  Hill  and  Clearfield  county.  Pa.,  respect- 
ively. The  father,  who  was  a shoemaker  by 
trade,  died  earlv  in  life,  and  the  mother  and  eight 
children  removed  to  Kansas  City  in  1S60,  and 
three  years  later  settled  in  Lawrence,  Kans.  The 
mother,  who  was  born  in  November,  1820,  de- 
parted this  life  in  Lawrence  in  1800.  Her  son, 
Napoleon  B.,  enlisted  in  a Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  while  in  the 
army. 

A few  facts  in  regard  to  the  maternal  ancestors 
of  Mrs.  Keller  may  prove  of  interest,  'flic 
founder  of  the  familv  in  America  was  William 


Bloom,  Sr.,  a native  of  Germany,  born  February 
26,  1752.  He  married  Mary  Mettler,  April  2, 
1778,  she  then  being  in  her  twenty-fifth  year, 
as  her  birth  occurred  April  10,  1754.  It  is  not 
certain  when  the  family  came  to  the  United 
States,  but  after  they  had  dwelt  in  New  Jersey 
and  Center  county,  Pa.,  for  a period,  they  ar- 
rived in  Clearfield  county,  Pa.,  in  1801.  It  is 
known  that  Mr.  Bloom  served  in  the  ranks  of 
the  colonial  army  during  the  Revolution.  His 
pioneer  farm  in  Clearfield  county  was  situated 
about  a mile  from  Curwensville,  and  by  diligence 
and  heroic  efforts  he  developed  a model  home- 
stead. Fie  was  the  father  of  eleven  children,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  advanced  years,  and,  with  few 
exceptions,  reared  large  families.  A pretty  com- 
prehensive record  was  kept  of  them,  and  by  this 
it  appears  that  Mr.  Bloom  was  the  grandfather 
of  sixty-four  girls  and  fifty-five  boys  who  lived 
to  maturity.  According  to  the  computations  of 
one  of  the  family,  there  would  be  sixteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty  of  his  descendants  in  the  fourth 
generation,  if  the  same  proportion  of  births  was 
maintained.  The  following  is  copied  from  the 
old  records,  the  number  of  children  being  the 
ones  who  lived  beyond  infancy:  Annie,  born 
October  31,  1779,  married  Thomas  Price,  and 
had  two  daughters  and  one  son;  Isaac,  born  Au- 
gust 8,  1780,  married  Miss  Apgar,  and  had 
eight  daughters  and  five  sons;  William,  born 
April  17,  1782,  married  Miss  Roll,  and  had  six 
daughters  and  five  sons;  Elizabeth,  born  August 
22.  1784,  married  Major  Matthew  Ogden,  and 
had  eight  daughters  and  six  sons;  John,  born 
January  25,  1786,  married  Miss  Hegler,  and 
had  six  daughters  and  five  sons;  Peter,  born 
February  7.  1789,  married  Miss  McElhatten,  and 
had  six  daughters  and  four  sons;  Benjamin,  born 
December  31,  1790,  married  Miss  McClellent, 
and  had  five  daughters  and  three  sons;  Mary, 
born  September  25,  1792,  married  Matthew 
Caldwell,  and  had  eight  daughters  and  six  sons; 
Abraham,  born  April  10,  1795,  married  Miss 
Caldwell,  and  had  four  daughters  and  seven 
sons;  Sally  married  Richard  Rowles.  and  had 
five  daughters  and  eight  sons;  James,  born  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1798,  married  Miss  Passmore,  and  had 
six  daughters  and  five  sons. 

Mrs.  Ogden  was  the  mother  of  twenty-one 
children,  several  of  whom  died  in  babyhood. 
Mrs.  Mary  Caldwell  was  the  mother  of  twentv 
children,  and  in  the  number  was  a set  of  triplets. 
Of  this  third  generation,  it  is  a remarkable  fact 
that  onlv  two  remained  unmarried,  one  being 
Dr.  \Y.  IT.  Bloom,  of  Philadelphia.  Nearly  every 
one  of  the  familv  was  a Presbyterian,  a Baptist, 
a Methodist  or  a Lutheran,  and  all  of  the  voters 
were  Democrats.  A remarkable  large  propor- 
tion of  the  population  of  Clearfield  countv  bears 
the  familv  name  or  is  connected  with  the  line 
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of  its  founder,  and,  while  few  of  the  Blooms  be- 
came wealthy,  it  is  known  that  every  one  has 
Ik  en  self-supporting  or  independent  of  public 
assistance.  The  grandfather,  William  Bloom, 
)r.,  was  sheriff  of  Clearfield  county,  Pa.  Many 
took  prominent  places  in  their  community  and 
time,  and  all  have  been  honored  and  respected. 


HOX.  ROBERT  J.  BARKER,  who  was  an 
efficient  and  important  member  of  the  first 
territorial  legislature  of  Oklahoma,  was 
chosen  to  act  as  one  of  a committee  of  three 
to  compile  statutes  for  this  now  prosperous  ter- 
ritory. and  to  his  sturdy  pioneer  labors  on  behalf 
of  this  people  they  are  now  enjoying  a reign 
of  peace  and  success. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  on  the 
paternal  side,  was  Captain  Barker,  a native  of 
England,  and  an  employe  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment. He  was  master  of  an  English  vessel 
which  plied  between  the  mother  country  and 
the  American  colonies,  and  his  own  home  was 
in  Jamestown,  Y a.,  for  many  years.  His  son, 
William  A.,  grandfather  of  Robert  J.  Barker, 
was  born  near  Jamestown,  and  his  history  was 
closely  identified  with  that  locality.  He  enlisted 
in  the  American  troops  during  the  war  of  1812. 
and  took  part  in  the  memorable  battle  of  New 
Orleans  with  General  Jackson.  He  married  a 
Miss  Hobbs,  whose  birthplace  also  was  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jamestown,  and  who  was  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  royal  houses  of  England. 

The  father  of  Robert  J.  was  M.  C.  Barker, 
a native  of  Liberty.  Ya.  Lie  passed  his  entire  life 
in  the  Old  Dominion,  as  many  generations  of 
his  family  have  done,  and  at  the  time  of  his  de- 
mise. in  18S6.  he  had  attained  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years.  His  widow,  who  is  yet  living  on  her 
old  homestead  near  Hinton,  W.  Ya.,  formerly 
was  Miss  Julia  A.  Lilly,  and  she  and  her  father. 
Robert  C.  Lilly,  were  born  and  reared  in  Yir- 
giriia.  The  oldest  child  of  hi.  C.  and  Julia 
Barker  was  William  A.,  who  enlisted  in  the  Con 
federate  army  and  died  March  22,  1862,  from  the 
effects  of  exposure  and  armv  hardships.  Man' 
E..  the  eldest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  James 
E.  Lilly,  and  resides  near  Raleigh,  W.  Ya.  John 
W..  a jeweler,  and  Thomas  B.,  a farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  live  near  Hinton,  W.  Ya.  James 
L..  who  also  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. died  at  his  home  near  Hinton  in  1878. 
Maria  E..  wife  of  Robert  Gore,  departed  this  life 
at  her  Hinton  residence  about  ten  years  ago. 
Alice  A.  married  Prof.  William  Houchins,  whose 
specialty  is  literature.  Mrs.  Frances  Webb  lives 
on  the  old  Barker  homestead  near  Hinton.  The 
youngest  daughter.  Ollie.  is  married  and  resides 
r.ear  Hinton..  Joseph  L.  is  a physician  and  sur- 
ge n,  located  at  Hinton,  and  David  R.  is  em- 
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ployed  as  a teacher  in  the  Union  (W.  Va.)  high 
school. 

Robert  J.  Barker  was  born  at  the  old  family 
home,  previously  mentioned,  near  Hinton,  April 
28,  1S48.  Lie  was  given  excellent  educational 
advantages,  and  after  attending  the  academy  at 
Cheshire,  Ohio,  he  was  graduated  from  that 
institution.  He  then  pursued  a special  course 
in  civil  engineering  in  Hale  College,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1869,  and  for  the  ensuing 
decade  he  was  actively  engaged  in  educational 
labors.  He  first  was  a teacher  in  the  school  at 
Jumping  Branch,  W.  Ya.,  and  later  served  as 
principal  of  the  high  school  of  Sulphur  Springs, 
Ind.,  for  a year.  Subsequently  he  held  the  chair 
of  mathematics  in  the  Normal  school  at  Ko- 
komo, Ind.,  until  he  went  to  Kansas,  where 
he  devoted  himself,  as  formerly,  to  educational 
affairs.  In  18S0  he  entered  another  field  of 
enterprise,  and  for  three  years  conducted  a mer- 
cantile business  at  Pomeroy,  Ivans.,  making  a 
success  of  the  undertaking.  Lie  then  sold  out 
and,  going  to  Jeffriesville,  Mo.,  purchased  the 
business  of  Moore  & Simons,  which  he  carried 
on  until  the  early  part  of  1889.  April  22,  of  that 
rear,  he  arrived  in  Oklahoma,  having  made  a 
long  journey  in  a lumber  wagon,  and  here  he 
located  a quarter-section  on  section  14,  town- 
ship 17,  range  4 west,  one  hundred  and  twentv 
acres  of  this  land  being  open  prairie,  and  fortv 
acres  being  timbered.  He  has  greatly  improved 
the  place,  and  lias  built  a comfortable  farm- 
house. barns  and  fences.  The  well-kept  orchard 
and  fields  of  beautiful  grain  speak  eloquentlv  of 
the  constant  care  and  wisdom  of  the  owner  o? 
the  farm.  He  has  a herd  of  Hereford  cattle  and 
raises  twenty  head  or  more  of  this  fine  stock- 
each  year. 

In  1871  Mr.  Barker  married  bliss  Melissa 
Malott,  who  died  in  March,  1S73.  Their  daugh- 
ter. Maud  ( ).,  is  the  wife-  of  Arsina  Stephens, 
and  lives  near  Kansas  City.  February  26,  1876, 
Mr.  Barker  and  Miss  Elizabeth  K.  Palmer  were 
m:  rried  in  Kansas  City.  Her  parents  are  Judge 
W.  and  ( i.  Elizabeth  ( Ctterback)  Palmer,  na- 
tives of  Kentucky.  The  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barker  are  as  follows:  Frank  P.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Ella.E.,  who  was  born  June 
11,  1879,  and  married  Charles  P.  Wilkie;  and 
Frederick  C..  born  October  30,  r88r. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Air.  Barker  is  a Re- 
publican, and  it  was  on  that  ticket  that  he  was 
elected  to  the  first  territorial  legislature.  Lie 
was  further  honored  by  being  appointed  bv 
Governor  Steele  to  the  regenev  of  the  Agricultu- 
ral and  Mechanical  College  of  this  territorv,  but 
in  1 So  1 he  resigned  the  regency  and  was  chosen 
as  president  of  the  college.  Lor  three  years 
thereafter  he  acted  in  that  capacitv,  giving  per- 
fect satisfaction  to  all  concerned  in  its  progress, 
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and  since  lie  retired  from  that  office  lie  lias  de- 
voted his  time  exclusively  to  his  rapidly  increas- 
ing business  interests.  He  is  a past  grand  in 
the  Odd  Fellows  order  and  is  past  chancellor  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  With  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, he  holds  membership  in  the  Christian 
Church  at  Crescent  City. 


GEORGE  W.  KERR.  As  ail  agriculturist 
on  broad  and  advanced  lines,  and  as  a 
citizen  who  never  shirks  responsibility 
when  connected  with  the  needs  of  a friend,  or  the 
demands  of  his  prosperous  and  growing  com- 
munity, George  W.  Kerr  has  earned  the  confi- 
dence and  approval  of  all  within  the  range  of  his 
kindly  personality. 

Born  in  Morgan  county.  111.,  in  1845,  he  a 
son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Woods)  Kerr,  of 
Irish  and  Scotch  descent,  respectively.  His 
parents  came  from  Ireland  in  a sailing  vessel, 
and  endured  a long  and  perilous  voyage,  set- 
tling upon  their  arrival  in  America  among  the 
very  early  pioneers  of  Illinois.  His  grand- 
parents came  on  a visit  to  America,  but  later 
returned  to  the  old  country  and  died  there. 

George  Kerr  lived  until  his  sixteenth  year  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  became  well  schooled  in 
the  duties  of  a farmer  lad.  but  had  no  opportu- 
nities to  acquire  an  education.  During  1862  he 
enlisted  in  a regiment  and  was  bound  for  the 
seat  of  war,  but  his  father  thought  a sixteen-year- 
old  boy  too  young  for  such  an  adventure  and 
took  him  home.  Being  an  adventurous  youth 
and  persistent,  he  did  not  allow  parental  re- 
straint to  interfere  with  his  designs,  and  in  1864 
he  ran  away  from  home  and  joined  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Regulars,  at  Camp 
Butler.  They  went  first  to  Benton  Barracks, 
and  thence  to  Raleigh,  Mo.,  where  his  company 
were  engaged  in  building  a block  house.  At  the 
time  of  Price's  raid  they  were  sent  after  that  gen- 
eral and  succeeded  in  driving  him  out  of  Mis- 
souri. They  then  went  to  Alton,  and  later  to 
Camp  Butler,  where  their  warlike  experiences 
terminated,  and  they  were  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice. After  his  return  home  Mr.  Kerr  turned  his 
attention  to  fanning,  and,  with  the  money  thus 
acquired,  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  much 
toward  an  education.  He  studied  at  Pawnee  for 
some  time,  and  when  the  money  was  gone  de- 
voted his  spare  time  to  reading,  and  intelli- 
gent observation,  supplementing  his  general 
work  with  a course  of  medicine.  His  brother, 
Charles  Kerr,  was  a physician  of  considerable 
prominence,  who  was  also  in  the  Civil  war,  en- 
listing in  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  serving 
for  two  years. 

In  1886  Mr.  Kerr  went  to  Greeley  county, 
Kans.,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 


His  was  the  first  store  opened  in  the  place.  After 
struggling  for  a time  with  the  things  that  people 
did  not  seem  to  want  or  care  to  pay  for,  he  re- 
tired from  the  scene  of  his  inactivity  with  a 
deficit  in  his  account  of  some  three  thousand 
dollars.  As  the  sum  represented  the  extent  of 
his  worldly  possessions,  he  did  not  feel  any  par- 
ticular call  to  again  engage  in  the  same  line  of 
trade.  He  then  went  to  Rice  county,  Kans.,  and 
worked  by  the  day  for  a year  and  a half,  then  to 
Dickinson  county,  Kans.,  where  he  lived  four 
years,  and  where  he  was  fairly  successful.  He 
also  bought  a farm  in  Wright  county,  Mo.,  upon 
the  improvement  of  which  he  labored  for  nine 
months.  Believing  that  Oklahoma  held  brighter 
prospects  than  his  present  surroundings,  he 
traded  his  farm  for  the  farm  here,  upon  which 
he  has  made  his  home  since.  It  is  located  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  13,  township  19, 
range  4 west,  Logan  county,  and  is  highly  im- 
proved, with  plenty  of  running  water,  fine  build- 
ings and  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  tillable 
land.  He  makes  a specialty  of  wheat,  although 
he  is  engaged  in  general  farming. 

March  7,  1877,  Mr.  Kerr  married  Viola  Pence, 
a daughter  of  Reuben  and  Margaret  Louise 
Pence.  Her  mother  died  in  Christian  county, 
111.,  and  her  father  is  still  living  there.  Six  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  couple:  Ethel,  who 
is  now  Airs.  E.  L.  Crampton,  and  is  living  in 
Bismark  township;  J.  C.  H.,  the  oldest  boy;  Reu- 
ben P.,  George  W.,  Roger  C.,  and  James  C.,  all 
of  whom  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Kerr  is  a member  of  the  Republican  party 
and  has  served  his  county  as  road  overseer, 
school  director,  and  township  central  commit- 
teeman. He  was  offered  the  position  of  enumer- 
ator of  census  in  his  township,  but  declined, 
owing  to  pressure  of  business  of  a more  personal 
nature.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  ever  since  it  was  organ- 
ized, and  has  filled  all  of  the  offices  of  the  post. 
In  addition,  he  is  a member  of  the  Select 
Knights. 


DENNIS  LOUGH  MAN.  An  influential  cit- 
izen of  Waukomis  township,  Garfield 
county,  Dennis  Loughman  is  widely  known 
and  thoroughly  respected.  The  family  of  which 
he  is  a worthy  representative  is  of  German  ori- 
gin, and  his  great-grandfather  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania prior  to  1776.  His  grandfather,  Henrv 
Lough, man,  was  born  in  Greene  or  Fayette 
county.  Pa.;  his  father.  Daniel  Loughman,  was 
born  and  died  in  Greene  county,  and  his  own 
birth  took  place  in  the  same  countv.  When 
pretty  well  along  in  years.  Henry  Loughman 
went  to  Wayne  county,  Iowa,  and  took  up  wild 
land,  which  he  improved  ere  his  death.  Danffil 
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Loughman  never  removed  from  his  native 
county,  and  was  the  owner  of  a fine  farm,  com- 
prising three  hundred  acres.  His  propertv  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  several  gener- 
ations, and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  home- 
steads in  that  portion  of  the  state.  Mr.  Lough- 
man was  very  popular  in  his  home  community, 
and  at  one  time  was  his  party’s  candidate  for  the 
office  of  county  treasurer.  He  departed  this  life, 
honored  and  respected,  in  1891,  when  he  was  in 
his  sixty-fourth  year.  His  wife,  the  mcWer  of 
our  subject,  attained  the  same  age,  and  died 
March  7,  1899,  on  the  old  homestead.  She  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  James,  and  her  father, 
Dennis  James,  was  the  owner  of  much,  valuable 
real  estate;  in  fact,  being  one  of  the  largest 
property  holders  in  Creene  county.  Pa. 

Only  one  of  the  ten  children  of  Daniel  and 
Sarah  Loughman  is  deceased,  namely,  Dora. 
The  sons  are  George  Henry,  John  E.,  Charles 
and  Dennis.  Belle  is  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Hampson;  Matilda  is  Mrs.  Weir  Meek;  Ida  is 
Mrs.  James  Dunn,  of  Waynesburg,  Pa.:  Martha 
Alice  is  Mrs.  C.  McClelland,  and  Bertha  is  the 
wife  of  Fred  Willard,  of  Washington,  Pa. 

Dennis  Loughman  was  born  on  the  old 
Greene  county  farm  forty-six  years  ago,  and  in 
his  youth  received  his  education  in  local  schools. 
He  continued  to  carry  on  farming  in  his  native 
county  until  1886,  when  he  removed  to  Gage 
county,  Neb.,  and  bought  eighty  acres.  He  met 
with  success  in  his  labors,  and  paid  special  at- 
tention to  the  raising  of  live  stock.  March  20, 
1894.  he  came  to  Garfield -county  and  purchased 
his  farm,  located  in  the  northeastern  part  of  sec- 
- tion  14,  Waukomis  township.  At  first  he  and  his 
wife  kept  house  in  a small  granary,  12x14  feet 
in  dimensions,  but  in  the  following  spring  moved 
into  the  substantial  domicile  which  he  had  built 
in  the  meantime.  He  soon  had  eighty  acres  un- 
der cultivation  and  had  planted  a large  orchard 
and  vineyard.  Pie  devotes  a large  share  of  his 
time  to  live  stock,  raising,  feeding  and  shipping 
cattle  and  hogs  to  the  markets.  Pie  keeps  a good 
grade  of  registered  hogs,  chiefly  of  the  imported 
Chester  breed. 

When  living  in  the  east  Mr.  Loughman  served 
as  postmaster  of  Svcamore.  Pa.,  for  four  years, 
and  since  locating  in  Waukomis  township  has 
been  a justice  of  the  peace.  At  present  he  is  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a Democrat. 

In  1879  Mr.  Loughman  married  Eliza  J. 
Brooks,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Athens, 
Ohio.  Pier  father  and  two  of  her  uncles  were 
heroes  of  the  Civil  war.  all  participating  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg.  There  the  uncles’  lives 
were  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  their  country,  and 
Mrs.  Loughman's  father.  William  Curtis  Brooks, 
a member  of  the  Thirtv-sixth  Ohio  Infantrv, 


also  was  wounded  at  Gettysburg.  He  now  re- 
sides with  his  son,  W.  C\,  Jr.,  a farmer  of  Osborne 
township,  Garfield  county.  Our  subject  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Waukomis  Congregational 
Church,  he  having  been  a deacon  for  the  past 
four  vears,  wlme'she  is  the  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  a position  she  has  filled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  for  some  time.  In  the  Sun- 
dav-school  work  she  takes  great  interest,  and  for 
six  vears  she  has  been  one  of  the  most  efficient 
teachers  in  the  department. 


AVID  PRICE  GILGER,  who  is  conduct- 
ing his  farm  enterprises  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  1,  township  22,  range  5 
west,  two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  postoffice 
of  Cropper,  Garfield  county,  was  born  in  Clarion 
county,  Pa.,  August  2,  1846.  His  parents  were 
Daniel  C.  and  Ann  (Price)  Gilger,  the  former  a 
successful  farmer  of  Clarion  county.  He  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  studied  diligently 
in  local  schools.  At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war 
his  sympathies  were  fired  with  patriotic  fervor 
and  he  determined  to  enlist  as  soon  as  old 
enough.  February  of  1864  found  him  a private 
in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  in  which  he  served  about 
eighteen  months.  Pie  was  a favorite  among  his 
comrades,  by  whom  he  was  affectionately  called 
“Little  One,"  this  name  originating  in  his  stat- 
ure. For  a time  he  was  ill  in  a hospital.  As 
soon  as  able  to  work  he  was  detailed  as 
a cook  for  the  regiment,  and  he  continued  in 
that  work  for  some  time.  Though  he  sawr  some 
skirmishing,  he  did  not  take  part  in  any  of  the 
important  battles  of  the  war.  At  the  time  of 
President  Lincoln's  assassination  he  was  on 
Roanoke  Island.  Pie  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  in  Newbern,  N.  C.,  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Pennsylvania  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  Mr,  Gilger  located  on  the 
Clarion  river  and  engaged  in  building  ilatboats 
for  a livelihood.  Pie  had  previously  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade  under  his  father’s  instruction. 
After  giving  up  the  boat  business,  he  rejoined 
his  father,  and  began  to  assist  him  in  the  appli- 
cations of  his  trade.  In  1867  lie  removed  to 
Livingston  countv  and  worked  on  a farm.  In 
1871  he  located  in  Johnson  county,  Mo.,  where 
lie  continued  farm  pursuits.  His  marriage  took 
place  February  17,  1874.  and  united  him  with 
Mina  Souder.  a native  of  Ohio,  but  at  the  time 
of  their  marriage  a resident  of  Johnson  countv, 
Mo.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  sons;  Dexter. 
Lawson.  Athen,  Ellsworth  and  Jesse. 

While  living  in  Johnson  countv,  Mr.  Gilger 
determined  to  settle  in  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapa- 
hoe reservation  at  the  time  of  the  opening,  and. 
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accordingly,  1893  found  him  in  the  field.  He 
made  the  run  from  the  line  and  tried  to  secure  a 
claim  ten  miles  west  of  Enid,  and  in  October 
succeeded  in  buying  off  the  man  who  had  first 
located  on  the  property.  He  brought  with  him 
to  the  territory  only  $15,  and  therefore  did  not 
have  an  easy  time  in  getting  a start.  However, 
owing  to  the  combined  perseverance  of  himself 
and  wife,  he  has  attained  a fair  degree  of  pros- 
perity, and  hopes  that  the  future  will  bring  him 
even  greater  success.  His  first  crop  of  wheat 
averaged  four  and  one-half  bushels  to  the  acre, 
but  the  average  has  been  continually  increasing, 
until  at  the  present  time  there  is  little  to  be  de- 
sired in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Gilger  is  public-spirited  and  enterprising, 
and  awake  to  the  best  interests  of  his  locality. 
His  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Grant  in 
1868,  and  he  has  continued  to  vote  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  to  the  present  time.  For  four  years 
he  served  as  road  overseer,  and  during  his  term 
was  instrumental  in  securing  improved  roads. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  post  at 
Enid. 


CPIARLES  A.  McNABB.  Within  the  boun- 
daries of  Oklahoma  county  a more  promi- 
nent and  progressive  fruit-grower  cannot 
be  found  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  ap- 
pears at  the  opening  of  these  lines.  His  fruit 
farm  is  located  in  Oklahoma  township  and  con- 
sists of  a quarter  section.  Upon  eighty  acres  he 
"has  set  out  three  thousand-  five  hundred  trees, 
consisting  of  apples,  pears,  plums,  peaches  and 
cherries,  and'  his  vineyard  of  twenty-one  acres 
contains  thirteen  thousand  vines.  He  is  very 
enterprising  and  an  honor  to  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion, in  which  his  father  also  attained  a high  de- 
gree of  success. 

A native  of  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  he  is 
a son  of  Milton  McNabb.  who  was  born  in 
Greene  county,  Ohio,  and  owned  a large  fruit 
farm  near  Dayton,  having-  about  thirty  acres  un- 
der cultivation,  on  which  he  grew  a large  variety 
of  trees  and  shrubs.  Though  not  a politician,  he 
always  supported  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
died  in  1881,  aged  sixty-five  years.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  Diddie, 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a descendant  of 
German  extraction.  Ten  children  resulted  from 
this  union,  of  whom  the  following  three  are  still 
living:  Lewis  W.,  who  resides  in  Peoria,  Ilk; 
John  Tv. .who  is  a soldier  in  the  Twentieth  United 
States  Infantry,  now  stationed  in  the  Philip- 
pines; and  our  subject.  The  mother  died  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1883. 

Charles  A.  McNabb  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  his  early  education,  which  he  ob- 
tained in  the  district  school,  was  later  supple- 


mented with  a course  in  Miami  College.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  accepted  a position  a^ 
chief  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  the  wholesale  drv- 
goods  store  operated  by  Legler,  Barlow  & Co., 
in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and,  after  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity four  years,  in  1885  he  went  to  Winfield, 
Ivans.,  where  he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  in 
the  Merchant  mills.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  went 
to  Douglas,  Ivans.,  where  he  built  a flour  mill, 
with  a capacity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels, 
and  this  he  continued  to  operate  until  he  sold 
out  in  the  spring  of  1889. 

Upon  the  opening  of  Oklahoma  he  came  to 
Oklahoma  City,  where  he  opened  a wholesale 
flour  and  feed  store  on  Reno  avenue,  but  he 
later  built  a store  on  Broadway,  where  the  new 
Lee  Hotel  now  stands.  He  erected  the  first 
greenhouse  in  Oklahoma  City,  it  containing  over 
five  thousand  square  feet  of  glass.  In  1895  he 
sold  out  his  business  and  purchased  from  D.  M. 
Carlton  his  present  farm,  which  is  located  three 
miles  northeast  of  Oklahoma  City  and  consists 
of  a quarter  section  of  land.  To  his  already 
large  orchard  he  is  adding  every  year,  and 
within  fifteen  years  his  present  orchard  will 
doubtless  yield  him  at  least  five  thousand  barrels 
of  apples.  Before  the  present  season  is  over  he 
will  have  more  than  fifty  acres  put  in  grapes,  it 
being  his  intention  to  grow  grapes  both  for  the 
market  and  for  making  wine.  He  is  undoubt- 
edly one  of  the  most  progressive  fruit-growers 
in  his  section  of  the  country. 

For  four  terms  Mr.  McNabb  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Territorial  Agricultural,  Horti- 
cultural and  Irrigation  Association,  and  has  also 
officiated  as  secretary  one  term.  While  a resi- 
dent of  Oklahoma  City  he  served  two  years  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  and  he  has  always 
been  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  At 
present  he  is  secretary  of  the  district  school 
board  No.  44.  In  1882  he  wras  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Carrie  L.  Seeger,  a daughter  of 
F.  C.  Seeger,  whose  sketch  also  appears  in  this 
work.  She  is  also  a native  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
and  to  this  happy  union  four  children  have  been 
born,  as  follows:  Fred,  Jeannette,  Mildred  and 
Marie. 


Benjamin  franklin  meyers.  The 

great  agricultural  wealth  of  Oklahoma 
countyis  being  developed  by  men  of  marked 
practical  talents,  and  one  of  the  able  business 
men  of  Mustang  township  is  B.  F.  Mevers,  who 
has  been  a pioneer  in  certain  directions  of  enter- 
prise. He  comes  of  sterling  patriotic  ancestry, 
his  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Meyers,  having 
been  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution,  serv- 
ing under  the  leadership  of  Gen.  George  Wash- 
ington. The  family  have  been  connected  with 
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the  progress  of  Pennsylvania  for  several  gener- 
ations, and,  possessing  the  true  spirit  of  the  pio- 
neer, privations  and  hardships  have  not  daunted 
their  courageous  souls.  Isaac  Meyers,  Jr.,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  the  Keystone 
state,  like  his  father  before  him  (also  Isaac  Mey- 
ers by  name),  and  also  like  his  mother,  who  was 
Miss  Catherine  Albert  in  her  girlhood.  For  a 
wife  he  chose  Nancy  Groff,  also  a Pennsylva- 
nian, and  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  In- 
diana the  young  couple  removed  into  the  wil- 
derness of  that  state.  He  bought  and  cleared  a 
homestead,  and  there  reared  his  children  to  be 
good,  useful  citizens.  Five  of  the  number 
reached  maturity  and  were  married  beneath  the 
parental  roof,  where  they  had  spent  so  many 
happy  years.  Isaac  Meyers,  Sr.,  though  well 
along  in  years,  also  improved  a farm  in  the  wilds 
of  Indiana,  and,  after  his  death,  his  estate  was 
divided. among  his  relatives. 

The  birth  of  B.  F.  Meyers  occurred  November 
25,  1847,  on  the  oW  Indiana  homestead  in 
Wayne,  Marion  county,  and  a portion  of  his 
grandfather's  property  fell  to  him  as  an  inher- 
itance. He  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
agriculture  for  many  vears  in  the  Hoosier  state, 
and  gradually  amassed  a competence.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the 
Union,  becoming  a member  of  Company  C,  One 
Hundred  and  Fortieth  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry regiment,  and  participated  in  some  of  the 
severest  campaigns  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville  and  many  others,  and  later 
served  under  General  Sherman  in  the  Georgia 
campaign. 

When  Oklahoma  had  passed  through  the  first 
few  months  of  its  rather  turbulent  early  settle- 
ment, Mr.  Meyers  decided  to  cast  in  hi?  lot  with 
its  inhabitants,  for  he  had  great  faith  in  its  future. 
Selling  his  homestead  in  Indiana,  he  came  to 
Oklahoma  county,  arriving  here  on  the  5th  of 
November,  18S0.  and.  after  carefully  prospecting 
and  weighing  the  natural  advantages  of  several 
localities,  purchased  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  It  is  situated  on  section  2,  Mustang 
township,  in  the  valley  of  the  North  Canadian 
river,"  where  the  soil  is  exceptionally  fertile.  As- 
sisted bv  his  son,  he  raised  the  first  crop  of  wheat 
in  this  valley,  and  has  been  awarded  prizes  for 
this  cereal.  Twice  in  succession  at  the  millers’ 
convention  in  Kansas  City  he  was  given  a pre- 
mium upon  his  exhibit,  and  at  the  Guthrie  fair 
he  took  the  first  and  second  prizes.  About  forty 
acres  of  the  farm  is  covered  with  timber,  and 
thus  a good  supply  of  lumber  and  fuel  is  within 
command.  The  substantial  improvements  which 
the  father  and  son  have  instituted  upon  the  place 
speak  well  for  their  enterprise  and  sagacity,  and 
they  are  ranked  among  the  leading  farmers  of 
their  community. 


The  marriage  of  Mr.  Meyers  and  Miss  Mary 
H.  Meredith  was  solemnized  in  Indiana  in  1866. 
Five  children  bless  their  union,  namely:  Benja- 
min F.,  Jr.,  Melissa,  Catherine,  Rosa  May  and 
Charles  Edward.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Dixon,  and  resides  in  the  Hoosier  state,  but  the 
others  are  unmarried  and  make  their  home  with 
their  parents.  They  are  identified  with  the  Bap- 
tist denomination,  and  the  father  and  sons  are 
Democrats  in  political  faith. 

An  interesting  fact  in  regard  to  Mrs.  Meyers’ 
forefathers  has  been  gleaned,  and  a strong  con- 
trast between  the  times  of  our  country’s  colonial 
days  and  the  prosperous  era  which  we  now  have 
reached  is  presented  to  the  mind.  Her  great- 
grandparents  on  the  maternal  side,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Greiner,  wealthy  people  of  Germany,  took  pas- 
sage in  a ship  bound  for  America,  and  were  ac- 
companied by  their  two  sons.  The  worthy  couple 
were  robbed  of  their  riches,  then  murdered  and 
their  bodies  cast  into  the  sea,  and  this  terrible 
drama  was  enacted  in  the  presence  of  the  two 
small  sons.  For  some  reason  their  lives  were 
spared,  but  they  were  stripped  of  their  clothing 
and  placed  on  the  shore  near  New  York  city. 
The  miserable  little  waifs  were  fescued  and  taken 
care  of  by  a kind  farmer,  and  the  younger, 
Peter,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Meyers,  afterward 
fought  bravely  for  his  adopted  country  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Meyers  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Abbie  (Greiner)  Meredith, 
natives  of  Delaware  and  New  Jersey,  respect- 
ivelv. 


CHARLES  SAMUEL  MORRIS,  one  of  the 
thrifty  young  agriculturists  of  Logan 
county,  is  a native  of  Cherokee  county, 
Kans.,  where  his  birth  took  place  December  22, 
1867.  He  is  a son  of  Shelton  and  Elizabeth 
(Woods)  Morris,  whose  biography  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume.  Flis  homestead  is  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  14,  township  17, 
range  2 west,  and  is  seven  and  a half  miles  from 
Guthrie. 

When  he  was  quite  young  our  subject  re- 
moved to  Cowley  county,  Ivans.,  where  he 
learned  agriculture  in  its  various  departments 
and  at  'the  same  time  mastered  the  elementary 
branches  of  knowledge,  as  taught  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  continued  to  live  with  the 
parental  family  until  that  celebrated  22d  of  April, 
1889.  when,  with  his  relatives,  lie  made  the  eager 
rush  into  the  newly  opened  territory  of  Okla- 
homa. The)  arrived  at  the  northern  boundary 
line  with  teams,  and.  when  the  signal  was  given, 
entered  the  land  of  promise  and  selected  such 
property  as  thev  desired.  The  following  daw 
when  our  subject  returned  to  the  wagons  left  at 
the  border,  his  father  and  uncle  staked  out  a 
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claim  for  him,  as  well  as  their  own.  He  then 
commenced  building  a small  shanty  for  a shelter, 
and  let  no  time  pass  ere  he  began  the  improve- 
ment of  his  land.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he 
planted  an  orchard,  and  in  the  autumn  ot  that 
year  had  the  pleasure  of  harvesting  a good  crop 
of  corn. 

On  the  1 2th  of  October,  1890,  Mr.  Morris 
married  Mary  Adams,  of  Cowley  county.  She 
was  born  in  Appanoose  county,  Iowa,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  E.  and  Rebecca  (Fountain) 
Adams.  When  she  was  about  ?Uht  years  old 
she  accompanied  her  mother  to  Co  a ley  county, 
where  she  later  became  acquainted  with  her 
future  husband.  Her  father  died  when  she  was 
two  years  old.  Two  children  bless  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  wife,  namely:  Thomas  Walter, 
born  May  6,^1892,  and  Trinnie  Ann,  October  18, 

i897-  * . v 

In  the  spring,  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Morris 
built  a 'substantial  house,  14x16  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, and  in  1892  added  a wing,  14x24  feet,  in 
front  of  the  other  part.  He  is  continually  mak- 
ing improvements  upon  his  property,  which  has 
thus  been  materially  increased  in  value  within 
a very  few  years.  His  orchard  is  beginning  to 
produce  abundant  harvests,  particularly  of  fine 
peaches,  and  in  addition  to  this  he  lias  a thrifty 
vineyard.  He  raises  some  good  live  stock,  and 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Union  Pro- 
tective and  Detective  Association,  which  has 
practically  rendered  horse  theft  an  unheard-of 
matter  in  this  region.  He  is  a Republican,  and 
religiously  is  identified  with  the  Christian 
Church,  as  is  his  wife  also. 


GW.  MUXGER.  in  whose  honor  the  town 
r.  of  Munger,  Oklahoma  county,  was 
named,  is  one  of  the  well-known  and 
representative  farmers  of  Crutcho  township.  He 
possesses  the  marked  traits  of  his  ancestors,  who 
came  from  Scotland  to  the  United  States  several 
generations  ago.  and  to  his  own  industry  and 
strict  attention  to  business  he  owes  his  success 
in  life. 

The  paternal  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  one  of  five  brothers  who  left  the 
shores  of  their  native  land  with  the  purpose  of 
seeking  a home  and  livelihood  in  the  new  world. 
One  of  their  number  was  drowned  during  the 
voyage,  and  the  others  separated  soon  after  they 
landed  in  New  York  city,  (due  went  to  the 
south,  and  his  son  Joseph,  the  grandfather  of 
G.  W.  Munger,  was  born  either  in  \ irginia  or 
in  North  Carolina.  He  migrated  to  tiie  vicinity 
of  Kingston,  Tenn.,  and  married  a native  of  that 
state.  Their  son,  William,  father  of  G.  W.  Mun- 
ger. was  born  in  eastern  Tennessee,  and  while 
he  was  a child  he  accompanied  the  family  to 


Madison  county,  III.,  then  on  the  frontier,  a lit- 
tle better  than  a wilderness.  He  was  reared  in 
that  primitive  country,  and  continued  to  cam- 
on  a farm  there  until  1851,  when  he  removed 
to  Greene  county,  Mo.,  where  he  owned  a stock 
farm  and  raised  cattle,  horses  and  mules.  At 
the  brewing  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  returned 
to  Illinois,  and  spent  his  last  years  on  the  old 
homestead  which  was  so  dear  to  him.  His  wife, 
Amanda  (Young)  Munger,  also  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee, died  on  the  old  farm  in  Madison  county, 
and  of  their  eight  children  four  survive. 

G.  W.  Munger  was  born  in  Madison  county, 
111.,  in  1846,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
on  the  parental  homestead.  In  1880  he  went 
to  Wyandotte  county,  Ivans.,  and  there  leased 
ninety  acres  of  land.  For  the  ensuing  eleven 
years  he  was  occupied  in  general  farming  and 
gardening  in  that  locality,  but  in  1891  decided 
to  become  a resident  of  Oklahoma.  He  arrived 
in  this  county  on  the  15th  of  February,  and 
at  once  became  thoroughly  interested  in  the 
development  of  its  resources.  He  resides  on 
the  northeastern  quarter  of  section  12,  Crutcho 
township,  and  the  site  of  his  home  is  considered 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  territory.  An  abundance 
of  beautiful,  well-trimmed  hickory,  oak  and  elm 
trees  surround  tire  house,  and  a fine,  thrifty  or- 
chard, in  which  all  varieties  of  fruit  may  be 
found,  and  a highly  productive  vineyard  arid  to 
the  attractiveness  and  value  of  the  farm,  which 
is  conducted  on  practical,  scientific  methods. 
[Mr.  [Munger  devotes  a portion  of  his  time  to  the 
raising  of  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  and 
has  about  eighty  acres  of  the  farm  under  culti- 
vation. 

In  1896  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Munger  and  [Mrs. 
[Mina  (Roberts)  Kay,  widow  of  William  D.  Ivay, 
was  solemnized.  Mr.  Kay  had  come  to  Okla- 
homa Citv  at  the  time  that  the  territory  was 
opened,  and  until  1891  made  his  home  in  the 
city  mentioned.  He  then  bought  the  J.  A.  Hanna 
claim,  which  was  nearly  covered  with  timber, 
and  during  the.  following  year,  the  last  of  his 
life,  he  made  such  improvements  as  were  possi- 
ble' in  such  a short  period.  His  widow  lived 
alone  for  four  years,  and  with  unusual  business 
skill  and  enterprise  carried  on  the  great  work 
of  improvement  which  had  been  commenced. 
In  the  winter  of  1891-92  the  five-room  house, 
26x28  feet  in  dimensions,  was  constructed,  also 
a wing,  14x14  feet.  In  addition  to  her  farm,  she 
owns  property  in  Oklahoma  City,  which  she 
rents  to  good  tenants. 

Politically,  Mr.  Munger  is  a Republican.  Ed- 
ucational affairs,  as  well  as  all  others  relating 
to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  command  his  ear- 
nest attention.  He  served  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  District  No.  45.  As  he  do- 
nated five  and  a quarter  acres  of  land  to  the 
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Frisco  Railroad,  and  assisted  materially  in  se- 
curing' a right  of  way  to  that  corporation,  which 
will  greatly  aid  this  region,  providing  an  outlet 
for  produce  raised  hereabouts,  the  station  of 
Hunger  was  named  in  his  honor,  and  will  be  a 
monument  to  his  patriotic  spirit  and  public  en- 
terprise. 


» 

ILLIAM  XEAE,  a sterling  citizen  of 
Hartzell  township.  Oklahoma  county, 
has  “fought  a good  fight"  for  the  prop- 
erty on'  which  he  resides,  and  richly  deserves 
the  prosperity  which  now  is  crowning  his  la- 
bors. P./m  and  unswerving  when  certain  that 
he  is  in  the  right,  he  has  battled  long  and  ear- 
nestly for  the  homestead  which  he  saw  and  de- 
sired many  years  before  he  received  the  power 
to  make  a claim  upon  it,  and  his  hosts  of  friends 
in  this  locality  rejoice  in  his  triumph. 

The  parents  of  the  above-named  gentleman 
were  Aaron  and  Martha  Elizabeth  (Clampett) 
Neal,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Illinois.  The 
father  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  though 
his  ancestors  had  originally  located  in  the  New 
England  states,  and  were  of  the  stern  old  Puri- 
tan stock.  In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Neal  wenr 
to  Illinois,  and  took  up  a tract  of  government 
land  in  Franklin  county.  During  the  Black 
Hawk  war  he  enlisted  with  the  militia,  ready  to 
defend  his  home  and  loved  ones,  but,  luckily, 
that  trouble  was  a thing  of  the  past  within  a year 
or  two.  Subsequently  he  enjoyed  nearly  a score 
of  years  of  peace  and  prosperity,  yet  was  only 
forty-three  years  old  when  he  died,  in  1854.  His 
widow  survived  him  many  years,  her  death  oc- 
curring in  1875,  when  she  was  fifty-seven  years 
of  age.  Of  their  eight  children  only  one  is  de- 
ceased. Major  Moses  Neal,  the  eldest,  resides 
near  Chandler.  Okla.  Fannie  is  the  widow  of 
Jekyn  A.  Whiteside,  and  Nancy  is  the  wife  of 
Paul  Fisher,  of  Humboldt,  Ivans.  John  A.  lives 
in  Golden,  Mo.:  Sarah,  Mrs.  Israel  Todd,  makes 
her  home  in  Ponca  City.  Okla.,  and  Robert  R. 
lives  in  the  state  of  Washington. 

William  Neal  was  born  in  Old  Frankford. 
Franklin  county.  111.,  January  21,  1850,  and  in 
his  boyhood  mastered  the  practical  branches  of 
learning  in  the  district  schools  and  on  the  old 
home  farm.  In  1875  went  to  Allen  county. 
Ivans.,  where  he  devoted  himself  to  agriculture 
for  a short  time.  He  then  went  to  Chautauqua 
county,  same  state,  where  he  was  identified  with 
its  agricultural  class  eighteen  years,  becoming  a 
man  of  no  slight  influence  in  the  community. 
He  developed  a fine  farm  from  wild  government 
land,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  his  fortune  by 
industry  and  patient  perseverance  in  his  under- 
takings. While  his  brother.  Major  Neal,  was 
acting  as  agent  to  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians, 


he  served  as  farmer  at  the  reservation  two  years, 
and  then  made  his  plans  to  settle  in  Oklahoma 
whenever  the  territory  was  opened  to  white 
people.  On  the  22nd  of  April,  1889,  he  staked 
his  claim — the  northeast  quarter  of  section  35, 
township  13,  range  2 west,  losing  no  time,  as 
he  was  familiar  with  the  locality  and  knew  just 
the  tract  of  land  that  he  wished  for  his  own. 
Here,  unfortunately,  he  found  a “sooner"  in  pos- 
session, and  a spirited  contest,  lasting  fully  five 
vears,  was  entered  upon.  The  land  department 
gave  Mr.  Neal  four  decisions,  and  the  local 
courts  also  rendered  four  decisions  in  his  favor. 
Thus,  it  was  not  until  1894  that  he  became  the 
absolute  owner  of  the  land,  but  in  the  mean- 
while he  had  felt  so  certain  of  his  rights  that 
he  had  instituted’  numerous  improvements  on 
the  place.  One  hundred  and  thirty  acres  are 
now  under  cultivation,  and  large  crops  of  wheat 
and  corn  are  raised  annually.  The  land  is  ricli  and 
arable,  lying  along  the  North  Canadian  river, 
and  it  has  been  found  specially  desirable  for 
fruit  culture.  Mr.  Neal  has  a thrifty  orchard, 
comprising  fully  four  hundred  trees,  of  different 
varieties,  and  now  is  producing  large  harvests. 

A man  of  public  spirit,  Mr.  Neal  discharges 
all  of  his  duties  as  a citizen,  and  for  some  time 
has  been  a member  of  the  local  school  board. 
In  political  principle  he  is  a Democrat,  though 
he  is  not  an  aspirant  to  official  distinction.  In 
fraternal  circles  he  is  associated  with  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America,  his  membership 
being  in  the  Oklahoma  City  Camp. 

Three  vears  ago  Mr.  Neal  built  a pretty,  sub- 
stantial residence  for  his  family,  and  beneath 
its  hospitable  roof  many  of  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors have  been  entertained.  In  1879  "lie  mar- 
ried Annie  E.  Meadows,  daughter  of  Robert 
Franklin  Meadows,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee. 
Removing-  to  Kentucky  before  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war,  in  which  he  had  served  in  the  Eleventh 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  he  was  killed  by  guerrillas, 
because  of  his  service,  February  14.  1863.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Neal  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Robert  Emmett,  Edna  E.  and  Mary, 
who  have  had  excellent  educational  advantages. 


PROF.  INMAN  EDWARD  PACE.  One 
of  the  distinctive  institutions  of  Oklahoma, 
the  Colored  Agricultural  and  Normal  Uni- 
versity, at  Langston,  has  had  at  its  head  Prof. 
Inman  Edward  Page, who. for  the  past  two  years, 
has  directed  its  affairs  with  skill  and  judgment. 
Its  success  and  high  standing  to-day  must  be  at- 
tributed almost  entirelv  to  his  management  and 
enthusiastic  spirit,  and.  judging  by  what  he  has 
accomplished  during  his  brief  connection  with 
this  important  institution,  its  future  is  bright 
with  promise. 
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Born  in  Warrenton,  Va.,  December  20,  1853, 
Professor  Page  is  a son  of  Horace  and  Elizabeth 
Page.  During  bis  first  eight  years  he  resided 
in  his  native  state,  after  which  he  made  his  home 
in  Washington.  There  he  was  placed  in  a pri- 
vate school  by  George  E.  T.  Cook,  who,  subse- 
quently became  the  superintendent  of  the  col- 
ored schools  of  Washington.  At  the  end  of  two 
and  a half  vears  of  special  schooling,  our  subject 
commenced  ea.  ding  bis  own  livelihood,  also  as- 
sisting in  the  maintenance  of  his  mother  and 
sister.  In  1S68  he  entered  Howard  University, 
and,  at  the  close  of  five  years,  a portion  of  which 
tirne  was  spent  in  working  at  various  things  by 
’ hich  he  earned  sufficient  money  to  meet  his 
"expenses,  he  matriculated  in  Brown  University. 
In  company  with  a friend,  he  was  the  first  col- 
ored student  ever  entered  in  that  institution, 
and  when,  in  1S77,  he  completed  the  course,  he 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  was 
honored  by  his  class,  who  chose  him  to  deliver 
the  oration  on  Class  Day.  Later  he  was  elected 
as  xi  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  seminary  at 
Natchez,  Miss.,  and  at  the  end  of  the  school 
year  he  accepted  a call  to  the  vice-presidency  of 
Lincoln  Institute.  At  length  he  was  chosen  to 
serve  as  president  of  the  institute,  and  for  eight- 
een years  he  faithfully  and  efficiently  labored  for 
the  welfare  of  that  well-known  college. 

May  4,  1898.  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Colored  Agricultural  and  Normal  University  of 
Oklahoma.  That  summer  he  traveled  through- 
out the  territory  and  succeeded  in  interesting  the 
people  in  the  new  college.  In  the  autumn  about 
forty  pupils  reported  for  admittance,  and,  as 
the  main  building  had  not  yet  been  completed, 
they  were  accommodated  in  a city  school  build- 
ing temporarily.  In  1899  the  industrial  building 
was  finished,  but.  as  it  has  not  yet  been  equipped, 
it  was  utilized  as  a girls'  dormitory  until  Jan- 
uary, 1900,  when  the  dormitory  proper  was  com- 
pleted. The  attendance  rapidly  increased,  for. 
at  the  end  of  the  first  school  year,  there  were  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  students  enrolled,  and 
seven  teachers  constituted  the  faculty.  Every 
department  of  the  college  has  been  brought  into 
a flourishing  condition,  and  the  president  has 
been  extremely  active  and  zealous  in  his  chosen 
field  of  labor.  He  deserves  great  credit  for 
the  energv  and  self-sacrificing  spirit  which  he 
manifests,  and  he  stands  in  the  front  ranks  of 
the  educators  of  the  southwest. 

In  June.  1878.  Professor  Page  married  Zelia 
R.  Ball,  of  Providence.  R.  I.  She  is  a graduate 
of  Wilberforce  University,  near  Xenia,  Ohio, 
and  is  a lady  of  superior  mind  and  accomplish- 
ments. Two  daughters  bless  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  wife,  namely:  Zelia  X.,  who  is  a 
teacher  of  music  in  the  college,  and  Mary  Page, 
who  is  a student  in  the  same  institution.  The 


only  son  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  in  Jef- 
ferson City,  Mo. 


ILLIAM  E.  PEARSON.  The  south  has 
furnished  many  industrious,  successful 
agriculturists  to  the  now  thriving  terri- 
tory of  Oklahoma,  and  of  this  number  William 
E.  Pearson,  of  Logan  county,  is  promincntlv 
mentioned.  His  life  has  been  quite  varied,  and 
though  his  adventurous  spirit  led  him  into  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  west,  he  has  found  no  better 
environments  than  his  present  ones,  and  is  well 
content  with  his  prospects  here. 

His  father,  Moses  Pearson,  who  is  a well- 
known  citizen  of  township  16,  was  born  in  South 
Carolina.  March  10,  1826,  and  was  a son  of 
Moses  Pearson.  Sr.,  a native  of  Alabama,  while 
his  mother,  Eliza,  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  M. 
Moody.  Until  he  reached  his  eighteenth  year, 
Moses  Pearson,  Jr.,  was  engaged  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  old  homestead,  and  then,  desiring  to 
make  his  own  way  independently,  he  “bought 
his  time”  of  his  parents,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  that  day.  At  first  he  obtained  only 
seventy-five  cents  a week,  after  which  for  four 
years  he  was  employed  by  a neighbor,  who  paid 
him  only  $4  a month,  besides  his  board.  Unlike 
the  more  fortunate  children  of  this  generation, 
he  had  no  advantages  whatever  in  the  way  of  an 
education,  and  never  attended  school  a day  in 
his  life.  He  has  keenly  felt  this  deprivation 
throughout  his  career,  and,  though  he  is  a stanch 
Republican  in  principle,  he  has  not  been  per- 
mitted to  vote  for  the  past  two  years,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  draw 
the  line  of  qualifications  for  franchise,  and  a law 
went  into  effect  debarring  those  who  cannot  read 
and  write.  He  was  married,  when  about  twenty- 
five  years  old,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  William 
Passmore,  a farmer.  They  located  upon  a farm, 
and  on  that  place  their  five  children  were  born. 
All  of  the  number  are  now  married  and  have 
homes  in  the  west.  Many  years  ago  Air.  Pear- 
son removed  with  his  family  to  Tennessee,  where 
they  lived  on  a farm  for  nine  years,  and  then 
they  became  citizens  of  Wilson  county,  Ivans., 
where  the  father  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
business  of  freighting  supplies  to  various  points. 
He  served  in  the  Confederate  army  for  about 
two  years  during  the  Civil  war.  In  April,  1S89, 
he  came  to  Oklahoma,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the 
following  July  filed  a claim  to  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  13,  township  16,  range  4 west. 
Though  now  well  along  in  years,  he  retains 
much  of  his  old-time  vigor,  and  his  enjoyment 
of  life  is  in  no  degree  abated. 

William  E.  Pearson,  whose  birth  iook  place 
on  the  old  North  Carolina  farm,  July  22,  1863, 
sttned  with  his  father’s  familv  until  after  the 
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western  removal.  He  then  spent  four  years  in 
mining  and  prospecting  in  the  tine  mineral  dis- 
tricts of  Colorado,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico, 
and  met  with  fair  success.  When  this  beautiful, 
fertile  land  was  opened  to  white  settlers.  Mr. 
Pearson  lost  no  time  in  his  endeavor  to  secure  a 
homestead,  and,  July  I,  1889,  located  on  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  13,  township  16, 
range  4 west,  after  compromising  with  the  man 
who  then  was  in  possession  of  the  property. 
Soon  lie  ,->pgan  building  a' cabin,  and  though  it 
was  very  small,  only  8x10  feet  in  dimensions, 
it  answered  the  immediate  requirements,  and 
lately  when  he  could  spare  the  time  from  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  he  erected  a commodious 
house  and  planted  shade  trees.  Other  improve- 
ments have  been  made  by  him,  as  time  and 
means  afforded,  and  the  farm  now  is  considered 
a well-kept  and  thoroughly  desirable  place. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Pearson  and  Myrtle 
Day,  a daughter  of  C.  M.  Day,  of  Fort  Scott, 
Kans.,  was  solemnized  July  31,  1888.  The 
worthy  couple  have  four  children,  namely:  May 
and  Mamie  (who  are  twins),  Andre  and  \ iolet. 

The  first  presidential  ballot  of  our  subject  was 
cast  in  favor  of  Grover  Cleveland,  and  while  he 
is  in  no  sense  a politician,  as  his  own  business 
affairs  require  the  chief  part  of  his  time,  he  is 
in  thorough  accord  with  the  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party. 


FRANK  Id.  GREER.  Among  the  leading 
journalists  of  the  southwest,  no  man  occu- 
pies a more  assured  position  than  Air. 
Greer,  the  able  and  energetic  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Oklahoma  Dailv  State  Capital,  which, 
on  account  of  its  large  circulation,  influences 
more  people  than  any  other  publication  in  the 
territory.  He  was  born  July  21,  1862,  in  Leaven- 
worth, Kans.,  a son  of  Samuel  W.  Greer,  and 
grandson  of  James  Greer,  both  natives  of  West- 
moreland countv,  Pa.  The  Greer  family  orig- 
inated in  Scotland,  whence  tliev  settled  in  tin- 
north  of  Ireland,  and  from  there  Mr.  Greer's 
great-grandfather,  who  was  an  Orangeman,  and 
an  old-school  Presbyterian,  emigrated  to  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  as  one  of  its  pioneer  set- 
tlers. 

Samuel  W.  Greer  was  educated  in  a Presby- 
terian seminary  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  after  being 
ordained  as  a preacher  in  Pennsvlvania,  had 
charge  of  a church  in  Ohio  for  four  years.  In 
1859  he  located  in  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  where 
he  taught  in  one  of  the  earliest  schools  of  the 
territorv,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  public  schools  of  the  whole 
territorv,  a position  which  he  retained  but  three 
months,  resigning  then  to  serve  his  country. 
Enlisting  in  the  Frontier  Guards,  he  went  to 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  to  guard  the  White  House, 
under  command  of  James  Lane.  On  his  return 
to  Kansas,  he  organized  the  Fifteenth  Kansas 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  and,  appointed  captain  of 
Company  I,  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  stationed  in  Missouri.  Tennessee,  Georgia 
and  Kansas,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  Price’s 
raid.  Returning  to  Leavenworth,  he  remained 
there  four  years,  and  in  1869  located  in  Cowley 
county,  taking  up  a homestead  claim,  on  which 
lie  lived  until  1878.  He  then  removed  to  Win- 
field, Kans.,  where  his  death  occurred  September 
30,  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  He  was 
a Presbyterian  in  his  religious  belief  and 
a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. He  married  Clothilda  II.  Hilton, 
who  was  born  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Hilton,  who  was  of  English  ancestry. 
She  died  February  3,  1897,  in  Winfield,  Ivans., 
leaving  six  children,  as  follows:  Edwin  P.,  edi- 
tor of  the  Winfield  (Kans.)  Courier;  Frank  PI., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Elbert  R.,  of  Musco- 
gee, I.  T. ; C.  F.,  of  Topeka,  Kans.,  connected 
with  the  Topeka  Capital;  Mary  E.,  of  Chicago; 
and  Nona  L.,  of  Chicago. 

Frank  PI.  Greer  spent  his  earlv  life  in  Kansas, 
principally  in  Cowley  county,  and  on  account 
of  the  hard  times,  the  crops  having  proved  a 
failure  year  after  year,  he  had  but  limited  edu- 
cational advantages,  having  attended  school  but 
four  months  in  his  life.  He  had  to  earn  his  own 
living  from  boyhood,  each  member  of  every 
farmer's  family  being  obliged  to  hustle  for  him- 
self a's  soon  as  old  enough  to  earn  a penny,  and 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  became  a clerk 
in  a general  store  at  Winfield,  Ivans.,  remaining 
in  that  position  five  years.  Having  verv  little 
knowledge  of  books,  his  mother  then  persuaded 
him  to  learn  the  printer's  trade,  which  he  did, 
beginning  at  the  very  lowest  place  in  the  office 
of  the  Winfield  Courier,  and  gradually  working 
himself  upwards,  until  at  the  end  of  twelve  years 
he  had  become  familiar  with  every  department 
of  the  business,  and  had  filled  the  office  of  citv 
editor  and  manager. 

Prom  1887  until  1889  Mr.  Greer  was  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business  in  Winfield  and 
Wichita,  Kans..  and  in  San  Diego,  Cal.  March 
30,  1889,  in  Winfield,  Ivans.,  he  printed  the  first 
issue  of  the  Oklahoma  State  Capital,  a unique 
paper,  printed  in  red.  which  had  a large  circula- 
tion, being  sold  on  the  trains.  April  22,  1889. 
lie  arrived  in  Guthrie,  with  verv  small  capital, 
bringing  a few  cases  of  type  and  a job  press  in  a 
wagon,  and  two  hours  after  his  arrival.  April  22, 
he  issued  the  first  copy  of  the  Oklahoma  Daily 
Stnte  Capital,  having  established  his  office  in  a 
tent.  This  daily  is  an  eight-page  paper,  of  seven 
columns  each,  the  whole  being  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  Oklahoma;  and  the  Wecklv  State 
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Capital  lias  eight  pages,  with  eight  columns  to  a 
page.  This  is  the  largest,  oldest  and  most  widely 
circulated  newspaper  in  Oklahoma,  and  the  only 
one  belonging  to  the  Associated  Press.  It  car- 
ries the  full  morning  Associated  Press  franchise. 
Mr.  Greer  has  one  of  the  most  complete  printing 
plants  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  carries 
on  an  extensive  business  aside  from  his  news- 
paper work,  doing  much  job  printing  and  book 
manufacturing  of  all  kinds.  lie  has  three  type- 
setting machines  and  a web  perfecting  press, 
capable  of  turning  out  twenty-five  thousand 
copies  per  hour,  lie  deals  in  stationery  of  all 
kinds,  and  has  three  traveling  men  out  con 
stantly,  who  "make"  Oklahoma,  Indian  Territory, 
northern  Texas  and  southern  Kansas.  July  16. 
1890,  Mr.  Greer  incorporated  the  State  Capital 
Printing  Company,  of  which  he  has  since  been 
manager,  with  a capital  of  $50,000.  Since  then 
the  paid-in  capital  has  been  increased  to  $100,- 

000,  and  besides  surplus  and  undivided  profits 
added  to  the  investment  until  now  this  plant 
represents  a value  of  more  than  $160,000.  It 
does  a business  of  $125,000  to  $150,000  a year 
and  employs  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  people.  That  lie  has  been  verv  suc- 
cessful. financially,  since  coming  here  is  evident, 
as  when  he  came  here  he  had  but  $39,  and  had  to 
sell  the  lot  he  located  on  in  the  "new"  to  pay 
for  the  very  meager  printing  outfit  with  which 
this  plant  was  started. 

April  30,  1888,  in  Winfield,  Kans.,  Air.  Greer 
married  Blanche  L.  Byers,  who  was  born  in 
Adel,  Iowa,  a daughter  of  J.  M.  Byers,  of  Dallas 
county,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Greer  has  taken  an  active  part  in  pro- 
moting the  growth  of  the  territory,  and  of  Guth- 
rie especially,  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  new 
enterprises,  securing  railway  facilities,  etc.  He 
is  a leading  Republican,  an  attractive  speaker, 
and  takes  active  part  on  the  stump  and  in  all 
party  councils.  In  1892  he  was  nominated  as  a 
representative  to  the  territorial  legislature  bv  ac- 
clamation. and  elected  by  a good  majoritv.  Serv- 
ing in  the  second  session  of  the  legislature,  in 
1893,  l'e  introduced  the  bill  adopting  the  seal  of 
the  territory,  the  design  of  which  was  suggested 
by  himself  and  R.  W.  McAdams,  of  Ardmore. 

1.  T.  He  is  a great  advocate  of  single  state- 
hood. Fraternally  lie  is  a member  of  Guthrie 
Lodge  Xo.  3,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Guthrie  Chapter. 
R.  A.  M.:  Guthrie  Conunandery,  K.  T. ; Okla- 
homa Consistory  ATo.  1,  in  which  he  has  taken 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  Masonry:  and  India 
Temple.  X.  M.  S.;  also  belongs  to  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pv- 
thias.  of  which  he  is  past  chancellor,  and  a 
member  of  the  Uniform  Rank:  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen;  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks;  the  Improved  Order  of 


Red  Men;  and  the  Guthrie  Club.  Mrs.  Greer  is 
a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  he 
attends. 


ALBERT  S.  PERRY.  One  of  the  greatest 
enterprises  of  Oklahoma  is  the  extensive 
nursery  of  the  Perry  Nursery  Company,  of 
which  Mr.  Perry  is  the  head.  The  magnitude 
of  the  business  cannot  be  realized  until  it  is  seen. 
Thousands  upon  thousands  of  plants  of  every 
description  are  shipped  every  year,  and  the  busi- 
ness is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  whole  ter- 
ritory. The  nursery  is  located  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  31,  township  13,  range  5,  in 
Frisco  township,  Canadian  county. 

Mr.  Perry  was  born  in  Illinois,  and  is  a son  of 
Jesse  W.  and  Ellen  M.  (Kellum)  Perry.  His 
grandfather.  Hardy  W.  Perry,  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee. His  mother  was  also  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee, while  his  father,  now  a florist  in  El  Reno, 
was  born  in  Illinois.  The  latter  removed  from 
Illinois  to  Kansas  when  Albert  was  two  years 
old,  and  settled  in  Butler  county,  where  he 
farmed  for  ten  years,  then  engaged  in  the 
nursery  business,  -which  he  followed  until  he 
came  to  Oklahoma,  in  1893,  after  selling  out  the 
business  in  Kansas. 

Trading  his  place  in  Kansas  for  his  present 
property  iti  Oklahoma,  Albert  S.  Perry  settled 
in  Canadian  county  and  immediately  started  in 
the  nursery  and  fruit  business,  which  he  has  in- 
creased from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has  the 
leading  business  in  the  territory.  LI  is  piace  is 
perfectly  adapted  to  the  business.  His  long  ex- 
perience. combined  with  that  of  his  father,  leaves 
nothing  wanting  toward  making  a great  success 
of  the  enterprise.  He  has  an  immense  patron- 
age, and  shipped  to  Kansas  alone,  in  1900,  over 
one  hundred  thousand  grape  vines,  and  a pro- 
portionate amount  in  other  fruit,  including  every 
kind  of  small  berry.  By  means  of  wind  pumps, 
he  is  able  to  irrigate  his  entire  place.  He  has 
large  reservoirs,  which  are  constantly  being 
filled  by  the  pumps,  and  are  so  located  that  water 
may  be  conducted  to  any  part  of  his  nursery 
or  vineyard.  He  has  a vineyard  of  twenty  acres, 
the  products  of  which  are  made  into  wine,  which 
finds  a ready  market  in  the  territory.  He  aver- 
ages $300  per  acre  on  his  strawberries  alone.  In 
1900  he  received  his  first  crop  of  seven  acres  of 
blackberries,  and  their  yield  almost  eclipsed  that 
of  the  strawberries,  in  point  of  cash  per  acre. 
During  the  busy  season  ten  salesmen  are  em- 
ployed to  look  after  the  extensive  business  which 
has  grown  up. 

The  business  is  conducted  under  the  firm  title 
of  the  Perry  Nursery  Company,  A.  A.  Johnson 
being  a partner  of  Mr.  Perry  in  the  enterprise. 
Mr.  Johnson  is  a man  of  great  energy,  and,  from 
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starting  in  as  a hired  hand  in  the  nursery,  has 
worked  his  way  lip  to  an  equal  share  in  the  part- 
nership. Recently  the  company  purchased 
another  farm,  to  accommodate  their  rapidly 
increasing  business.  This  property  will  be  irri- 
gated by  means  of  a gasoline  engine  and  a cen- 
trifugal pump,  with  a capacity  of  twenty-six 
hundred  gallons  per  minute;  the  water  to  be 
furnished  by  the  North  Canadian  river.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  it  is  the  company's  constant 
aim  to  enlarge  their  business  and  keep  up  a sys- 
tem of  modern  improvements,  fit  fact,  nothing 
has  been  left  undone,  the  doing  of  which  will  in 
any  way  add  to  the  value  of  the  nursery  or  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  its  output. 

Air.  Perry  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
‘marriage  was  to  Nellie  Miller,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  died  in  1892.  Afterward  he  married 
Josephine  Taborek,  who  was  born  in  A’ebraska. 
He  takes  little  interest  in  politics,  but  is  a Re- 
publican. Religiously,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church. 


JOHN  A.  RATLIFF,  the  well-known  and 
popular  ex-sheriff  of  Kingfisher  county,  has 
made  his  home  in  the  thriving  city  of  Hen- 
nessey for  the  past  seven  years,  and  has  been 
actively  associated  with  its  upbuilding.  Both 
as  a public  official  and  business  man,  he  bears 
an  enviable  reputation,  and  his  hosts  of  friends 
have  frequently  endeavored  to  win  his  consent 
to  allowing  his  name  to  be  presented  as  a candi- 
date for  various  official  positions.  His  growing 
business,  however,  demands  his  entire  attention, 
and  success  is  crowning  his  efforts  in  every  un- 
dertaking. 

Mr.  Ratliff  comes  of  an  old  and  honored  south- 
ern family.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Thomas 
Ratliff,  was  born  and  reared  in  Virginia,  whence 
he  removed  to  Morgan  county,  111.,  at  an  early 
period,  being  accompanied  by  his  family.  Of 
the  number  was  G.  W..  father  of  our  subject, 
ami  also  a native  of  the'  Old  Dominion.  His 
boyhood  days  were  passed  in  Louisa  county, 
Ya.,  and  when  he  arrived  at  maturity,  he  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  vicinity  of  Jack- 
sonville, 111.  In  i860  he  located  upon  a farm 
near  Virginia,  Cass  county.  111.,  where  he  dwelt 
until  his  death,  January  20.  1899,  when  he  was 
in  his  eighty-fifth  vear.  He  long  survived  his 
first  wife, the  mother  of  our  subject,  and  by  a sec- 
ond marriage  had  two  children.  The  wife  of  his 
youth  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Ear- 
lier, and  her  birthplace  was  in  Morgan  county, 
111.,  in  which  locality  her  father,  Wiiliam  Earlier, 
had  settled  in  pioneer  times.  He  had  a remark- 
able record  in  one  respect,  as  for  over  thirty 
years  he  officiated  as  a constable  there,  being  re- 
elected every  two  tears.  Seven  children  were 


born  to  G.  \Y.  and  Elizabeth  Ratliff,  and  three  of 
the  number  have  passed  to  the  silent  land. 

John  A.  Ratliff,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth, 
was  born  January  1,  1852,  near  Jacksonville,  111., 
and  in  his  youth,  mastered  farming  in  every  de- 
partment. Soon  after  reaching  his  majority  he 
embarked  in  the  same  occupation  on  his  own  ac- 
count, in  the  neighborhood  of  his  old  home,  and 
about  five  years  were  thus  spent.  In  1878  he 
came  to  the  west,  and,  locating  in  Wichita,  Ivans., 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  John  A.  Wallace,  dealer 
in  agricultural  implements,  for  three  years. 

In  1881  Mr.  Ratliff  entered  into  partnership 
with  a citizen. of  Wichita,  and  there  conducted  a 
thriving  grocery  business  for  four  years.  The 
firm  of  Ratliff  & Cone  was  then  dissolved,  the 
former  wishing  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the 
real-estate  business,  in  which  he  had  become 
financially  interested.  A sudden  decline  in  the 
local  market,  however,  caused  him  severe  losses, 
and  in  1891  he  disposed  of  all  of  his  property. 
He  then  served  as  a deputy  for  two  years  under 
his  late  partner,  Rufus  Cone,  then  sheriff.  In 
May,  1893,  Mr.  Ratliff  came  to  Hennessey  and 
opened  a grocery,  which  lie  carried  on  until  he 
was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of  sheriff. 
He  was  nominated  as  a Democratic  candidate, 
and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  two  hundred 
votes.  Entering  upon  his  new  duties  in  January, 
1897,  he  continued  to  serve  until  January,  1899, 
when  he  retired,  having  refused  to  become  a can- 
didate for  renomination.  He  has  been  deeply 
interested  in  the  success  of  his  party,  both  in 
Kansas  and  in  Oklahoma. 

In  the  spring  of  1899  ^r-  Ratliff  commenced 
building  the  block  which  bears  his  name — a sub- 
stantial brick  structure,  25x116  feet  in  dimen- 
sions— and  when  it  was  completed  he  opened  a 
large  stock  of  groceries,  in  connection  with 
which  department  he  carries  a good  line  of  boots 
and  shoes,  dealing  in  wholesale  and  retail  quan- 
tities. The  firm  name  is  John  A.  Ratliff  & Son. 
as  our  subject’s  only  son  now  is  associated  with 
him  in  business.  The  senior  Ratliff  has  dealt 
considerably  in  live  stock,  buying  and  shipping 
hogs,  especially,  to  the  Wichita  and  Kansas  City 
markets.  He  owns  a quarter-section  of  good 
farm-  land,  situated  four  miles  southwest  of  this 
city,  and  always  has  retained  his  old-time  inter- 
est in  agriculture. 

While  a resident  of  Cass  county.  111.,  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Ratliff  and  A I iss  Rebecca  Eakins.  a 
native  of  Missouri,  took  place.  Their  eldest  child. 
Frank  L.,  as  previously  noted,  is  in  partnership 
with  his  father.  The  two  daughters.  Myrtle  and 
Margaret,  are  attending  All  Hallows  Academy 
at  Wichita.  Kans.  Frank  L.  received  his  higher 
education  at  St.  Benedict's  College,  at  Atchison. 
Kans.  Mrs.  Ratliff,  a ladv  of  pleasing-  personal- 
ity, is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Rat- 
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lift  is  a Knight  of  Pythias  and  belongs  to  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
Fraternal  Aid  Association. 

I 


Newton  rector.  :u.  d.  The  first 

American  progenitor  of  Dr.  Rector,  whose 
baptismal  name  was  Elias,  emigrated  from 
Germany  to  America  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century  and  settled  in  Loudoun  county.  Ya., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  strug- 
gle. His  son,  John,  the  father  of  Dr.  Rector, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  but  on  reaching  manhood 
removed  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1839  set- 
tled on  a farm  near  Bernadotte,  on  the  Spoon 
river,  in  Fulton  county.  111.,  where  he  died,  in 
his  sixty-ninth  year.  He  was  a man  of  substance 
and  of  influence,  and  prominent  in  public  affairs, 
serving  as  a supervisor  and  justice  of  the  peace 
for  many  years.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  in  religion  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  While  living  in  Ohio,  he  married  Re- 
becca Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Ross  county, 
that  state.  Her  father,  Armstrong  Wilson,  was  a 
well-to-do  farmef,  and  of  English  descent.  Mrs. 
Rector  accompanied  her  husband  to  Illinois, 
where  she  died  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years. 

Dr.  Rector  was  the  eighth  of  a family  of  thir- 
teen children,  of  whom  twelve  attained  mature 
age  and  seven  are  yet  living.  Two  brothers,  as 
well  as  himself,  served  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war.  John  H.  was  a member  of 
the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  is  now  living  in 
Quincy,  that  state;  William  H.,  now  of  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Colo.,  was  also  connected  with  an 
Illinois  regiment.  Newton  Rector  was  born  near 
Chillicothe,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  September  12, 
1838,  and  was  little  more  than  an  infant  when 
his  parents  set  out  upon  their  long  journey  to  a 
comparatively  uninhabited  region  to  find  a home 
in  what  was  then  the  frontier  line  of  civiliza- 
t’cn.  He  was  too  young  to  recall  the  ride  in  the 
‘“prairie  schooner,”  but  he  well  remembers  the 
log  cabin  in  which  he  first  attended  school,  with 
its  puncheon  floor,  its  desks  and  benches  of 
slabs,  and  its  goose-quill  pens.  He  had  barely 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  when  he  married 
and  settled,  with  his  bride,  at  Wenona,  Marshall 
county.  111.  He  was  living  there  when  the  guns 
of  Beauregard  and  the  answering  fire  of  Ander- 
son echoed  through  the  north  from  the  pine- 
covered  mountains  of  Maine  to  the  Pacific 
slopes.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany FI,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois  In- 
fantry. The  regiment  was  mustered  in  at  La 
Salle,  and  thence  dispatched  to  Cumberland. 
At  the  first  battle  in  which  he  participated  (that 
of  Hartsville,  Tennd  he  was  captured  bv  John 
Morgan’s  guerrillas,  but  was  released  on  parole, 


and  shortly  after,  at  Murfreesboro,  was  ex- 
changed. His  regiment  was  then  ordered  to 
Chicago,  where  it  did  guard  duty  until  the 
spring  of  1863,  when  it  rejoined  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  La- 
Yergne,  Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge,  and 
Lookout  Mountain.  In  1864  the  regiment  ac- 
companied Sherman  on  his  march  through 
Georgia,  being  engaged  at  Dallas.  Dalton, 
Snake  Creek  Gap,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Rin'ggold 
and  Resaca. 

While  charging  down  a rocky  hill  at  Resaca. 
March  14,  1864,  Mr.  Rector  had  the  misfortune 
to  fall,  injuring  his  back  so  severely  as  to  neces- 
sitate his  removal  to  the  hospital  at  Nashville, 
where  he  remained  for  several  months.  As  soon 
as  his  strength  would  permit,  he  was  given  work 
as  assistant  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the 
Cumberland  hospital,  and  in  that  capacity  he 
continued  to  serve  until  mustered  out  in  June, 
1865.  He  was  at  once  appointed  a clerk  in  the 
Nashvile  postoffice,  and  filled  that  position  for 
ten  years.  While  there  he  matriculated  in  the 
Nashville  Medical  College,  graduating  there- 
from in  April,  1874.  A year  later  he  settled  in 
Smithville,  Ark.,  where  lie  was  in  active  prac- 
tice until  1889.  Meantime  he  took  a post-grad- 
uate course  in  St.  Louis.  In  1889  he  removed 
to  Johnson  City,  Kans.,  and  while  there  served 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  pension  examiners, 
of  which  he  was  president  for  three  years. 

Believing  that  the  young  and  growing  terri- 
tory of  Oklahoma  presented  a broader  field  for 
the  exercise  of  his  talents  and  energy,  in  Au- 
gust, 1889,  Dr.  Rector  came  to  Hennessey,  and 
to-day  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  pio- 
neer physician  of  Kingfisher  county;  while  his 
thorough  equipment,  obtained  through  years'  of 
patient  study  and  successful  experience,  have 
insured  for  him  a professional  standing  and  suc- 
cess second  to  that  of  no  other  practitioner  in 
the  county.  Trusted  by  his  patients,  he  is  held 
in  no  less  high  esteem  by  his  professional  breth- 
ren. He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
Oklahoma  Medical  Society  and  the  Central 
Oklahoma  Medical  Association.  His  opinion 
and  advice  carry  great  weight.  He  is  medical 
examiner  for  eight  life  insurance  companies  and 
is  countv  superintendent  of  health.  As  a citizen, 
he  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  and  has 
done  much  for  the  development  and  improve- 
ment of  Hennessey,  having  erected  many  build- 
ings for  residence  and  business  purposes,  among 
them  being  his  own  well-appointed  office.  So- 
cial and  genial  in  temperament,  he  has  con- 
nected himself  with  several  organizations, 
among  them  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Fie  is  a charter  member  of  Coronado  Lodge  No. 
9,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Walnut  Hill,  Ark.,  in  which 
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he  was  made  a Mason.  He  is  also  connected, 
as  a charter  member,  with  the  Grand  Army  post 
at  Hennessey. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  His  marriage, 
which  was  solemnized  at  Avon,  Fulton  county, 
111.  His  wife  was  Mary  R.,  daughter  of  Joel  Id. 
Readies,  who  was  born  in  Harrodsburg,  Kv., 
and  migrated  to  Illinois  in  the  early  days  of  the 
state's  history. 


R.  COTTOX.  During  the  ten  years  of  his 
residence  in  Guthrie,  Mr.  Cotton  has  been 
very  active  in  promoting  the  growth  an  1 
prosperity  of  this  thriving  city,  and  with  true 
patriotism  has  seconded  every  movement  for  its 
permanent  improvement.  In  all  his  business 
dealings  he  lias  been  upright  and  honorable 
and  richly  deserves  the  high  respect  which  is 
cordially  accorded  him  by  every  one. 

He  comes  from  a well-known  and  sterling  old 
southern  family.  His  grandfather,  James  Cot- 
ton, who  fought  for  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
but  early  in  the  history  of  Indiana  he  removed 
to  Park  county,  where  he  cleared  a farm  of 
seventy  acres  in  a heavily  timbered  section.  T. 
S.,  father  of  D.  R.  Cotton,  was  a native  of  the 
Hoosier  state,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
his  age  at  death  being  fifty-eight  years.  He  not 
only  was  engaged  in  agriculture,  but  also  was 
occupied  much  of  the  time  for  years  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  in  which  line  he  was  suc- 
cessful. He  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all  who 
knew  him,  and  for  some  fourteen  years  he  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  justice  of  the  peace  at  Har- 
veysburg.  Politically,  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
fraternally  a Mason.  His  widow,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  [Margaret  Watts,  was  born  in 
Indiana,  and  now  in  her  declining  years  makes 
her  home  with  our  subject.  Her  father,  David 
Watts,  was  a native  of  Miami  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Indiana.  He 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

( )nly  three  of  the  nine  children  of  J.  S.  and 
Margaret  Cotton  survive.  [Michael  is  a farmer 
of  Indiana,  and  Joseph  E.,  of  Guthrie,  is  in  the 
employ  of  our  subject. 

The  latter  was  born  in  Harveysburg,  Ind., 
Xovember  23,  1851.  and  was  reared  on  a farm. 

1 Ie  early  mastered  the  carpenter’s  trade  under 
the  instruction  of  his  father,  with  whom  lie 
worked  until  that  parent  died,  in  1878.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  and,  like  his  father  before  him,  he  gave 
a portion  of  his  time  to  farming,  and  in  connec- 
tion therewith  also  took  and  executed  building 
contracts  in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  home.  In 
1884  he  located  in  Pomona.  Kans.,  where  the 
growing  town  assured  him  of  plenty  of  em- 


ployment at  his  chosen  calling,  and  for  six  years 
lie  managed  a farm  at  the  same  time  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

In  the  spring  of  1890  he  came  to  Guthrie, 
where  he  found  a demand  for  builders,  but  late 
that  year  he  went  to  Texas,  and  for  a year  and 
a half  was  employed  in  Fort  Worth  and  other 
Texas  towns.  lie  then  returned  to  Guthrie, 
which  he  foresaw  was  destined  to  become  one 
of  the  foremost  cities  of  the  great  southwest. 
Establishing  a shop  at  Xo.  105  Xorth  First 
street,  he -soon  earned  the  reputation  for  skill 
and  reliability  which  he  now  possesses,  and  has 
been  given  numerous  large  and  important  con- 
tracts. Among  the  many  buildings  which  he 
has  erected,  the  Lyon  block  and  the  Winfield 
Smith  and  Pitts  business  blocks  may  be  cited 
as  well  as  that  of  the  dormitory  at  Langston  Col- 
lege, and  the  Congregational  dormitory  at 
Kingfisher  College.  Many  beautiful  residences 
in  Guthrie  and  locality  stand  as  evidences  of  his 
genius  in  building  comfortable  and  attractive 
homes  for  the  people.  His  own  house  is  pleas- 
antly situated,  being  located  at  No.  116  West 
Cleveland  street. 

In  his  political  attitude  [Mr.  Cotton  is  quite 
independent,  as  none  of  the  great  parties  exactly 
express  his  views  on  the  great  questions  before 
the  people  of  this  country.  He  is  an  Odd  Fel- 
low, belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Guthrie.  Reli- 
giously, he  believes  in  the  simple  principles  of 
primitive  Christianity,  as  practiced  by  the  disci- 
ples of  the  [Master,  and  therefore  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Christian  Church. 


LI\  ER  X.  RATTS.  Certainly  manv  of 
the  fortunate  owners  of  Oklahoma  farm 
land  are  doubly  entitled  to  it,  owing  to 
the  long  and  hard  contests  and  struggles  through 
which  they  have  gone  in  order  to  have  a clear 
title  to  the  property.  One  of  the  number  whose 
life  of  late  years  has  thus  been  hampered  is 
( Miver  X.  Rafts,  now  dwelling  in  peace  in  Mus- 
tang township,  Oklahoma  count}-.  He  possesses 
the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity, and  is  now  rapidly  amassing  a competence. 

A native  of  Clark  county,  Ind.,  Mr.  Ratts  was 
born  January  16.  1847.  His  parents  were  Fran- 
cis and  Malinda  (Work)  Ratts,  natives  of  Xorth 
Carolina  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  and  the 
latter  a daughter  of  Samuel  Work,  who  came  of 
an  old  family  in  the  Keystone  state.  The  vouth- 
ful  days  of  our  subject  were  quietlv  passed  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  the  Hoosier  state,  but  soon  the 
storms  of  war  began  to  gather,  and  everv  school- 
boy eagerly  watched  the  approaching  crisis. 

In  1862,  when  but  fifteen  wears  of  age,  Oliver 
X.  Ratts  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union, 
and  for  three  months  served  in  the  ranks  of  the 
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Fifty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
then  became  a private  of  the  Seventh  Indiana 
Cavalry,  and  took  part  in  innumerable  skir- 
mishes and  battles  with  the  Confederates. 
Among  them  were  the  following-named  ones: 
Forkadeer  River,  Hollow  Spring,  W est  Point, 
Tupelo,  Meridian,  Pontiac,  Oklona,  Egypt  Sta- 
tion, Ripley,  Guntown,  and  Price's  Cross  Roads. 
Though  he  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  at 
many  points,  he  was  fortunate  in.  escaping  in- 
jury, save  once,  when  his  horse  was  shot  under 
him,  and,  in  falling,  broke  the  leg  of  the  rider. 
The  enemy  happened  to  be  retreating  at  that 
unlucky  moment,  and  thus  he  was  not  captured, 
but  fate  was  to  be  against  him  in  the  end,  for 
after  he  had  recovered  and  again  was  waging 
warfare  with  the  enemy  in  the  Sturgis  raid,  lie 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  boys  in  gray.  He  was 
sent  on  the  cars  to  Andersonville  Prison — that 
most  terrible  place  of  the  American  Civil  war. 
His  outer  garments  were  removed  and  given  to 
his  jailers,  and,  clothed  merely  in  his  shirt  and 
underdrawers,  he  lived,  or,  rather,  existed,  for 
six  months  and  a half — the  term  of  his  imprison- 
ment. He  was  in  such  crowded  quarters  that 
he  was  allowed  a space  of  eighteen  inches  by 
six  feet  only  in  which  to  sleep.  Ilut  words  are 
wholly  inadequate  to  describe  the  horrors  of 
that  "foul  prison  hell,"  as  it  has  often  been 
termed  by  those  who  experienced  its  horrors, 
and  they  need  no  Dante  to  portray  to  them  “In- 
ferno.” 

Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Ratts’  health  was  seri- 
ously undermined  by  his  prison  experiences, 
and  when  he  was  at  last  exchanged  he  was  quite 
an  invalid  for  months.  He  remained  in  Annapo- 
lis, Md„  until  he  was  able  to  travel,  when  he 
returned  to  his  old  home,  on  a thirty  days’  fur- 
lough, and  then  was  sent  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio. 
When  he  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  warrant 
his  return  to  his  regiment,  he  joined  it  in 
Memphis,  and  then  went  on  a campaign  into 
Mississippi.  Going  back  to  Memphis,  he  was 
sent  to  Alexandria,  La.,  and.  though  the  war 
had,  by  this  time,  been  brought  to  a close, 
trouble  was  threatening  on  the  borders  of  Texas, 
and  he  was  sent  into  that  state,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  General  Custer.  Twelve  companies 
of  the  regiment  were  consolidated  into  four, 
on  account  of  the  losses  sustained.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  Maximilian's  forces  were  planning 
an  attack  on  the  outlying  territory  of  the  United 
States.  When  it  was  seen  that  such  was  not  the 
case,  and  peace  had  virtually  come  to  dwell  with 
our  people  once  more,  the  regiment  was  dis- 
banded, and  Mr.  Ratts  received  his  discharge 
September  19,  1865. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  removed  to 
Mattoon,  111.,  in  the  meantime,  and  after  mak- 
ing them  a long  visit,  he  went  to  Saline  county, 


Kans.,  and  pre-empted  a farm,  which  he  soon 
sold.  He  then  became  a resident  of  Cowley 
county,  Kans.,  and  took  up  a tract  of  land  be- 
longing to  the  Osage  Indian  Trust.  He  was 
fairly  successful  in  his  enterprises,  and  yet,  be- 
lieving that  he  could  do  better  in  Chase  county, 
he  removed  to  that  section,  and,  in  addition  to 
general  farming,  handled  live  stock  to  some  ex- 
tent. Later  he  lived  in  Butler  county  until  April 
22.  1889,  when  he  came  to  Oklahoma,  and  lo- 
cated his  present  homestead  in  Mustang  town- 
ship. For  years  he  had  to  fight  for  his  rights 
in  the  courts,  and  at  last,  after  decisions  in  his 
favor  had  been  made  six  times,  he  was  left  in 
quiet  possession  of  the  property.  The  soil  is 
exceedingly  fertile,  and  gratifying  results  reward 
the  industrious  farmer.  He  raises  a general 
line  of  crops  and  also  deals  in  live  stock,  which 
he  raises  and  feeds  for  the  markets. 

For  a wife.  Mr.  Ratts  chose  Emma,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Solomon  and  Susan  (Steiner)  Bucher,  na- 
tives of  Ohio.  They  have  four  children,  namelv: 
Nina  Pearl,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Tay- 
lor, of  this  county:  Mollie  May,  Junius  W.  and 
Chester  A.  While  taking  a patriotic  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  his  community  and  country, 
Mr.  Ratts  does  not  devote  much  time  to  politics, 
and  at  the  elections  uses  his  ballot  for  the  nomi- 
nee and  measure  whom  he  deems  best  qualified 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people. 


STERLING  PRICE  RICHARDSON.  This 
popular  and  influential  citizen  of  Hennes- 
sey, who  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  con- 
servative bankers  of  the  territory,  was  born  near 
Ivevtesville,  in  Chariton  county,  Mo.,  April  21, 
1861.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Eliiah,  was  a 
Kentuckian,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day 
on  a plantation  near  Lexington,  in  that  state. 
He  migrated  from  the  Blue  Grass  state  to  How- 
ard county,  Mo.,  and  there  his  son.  Daniel,  father 
of  Sterling  Price  Richardson,  was  born  near 
Coonesboro.  Daniel  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
paternal  farm,  and  then  removed  to  a farm  of 
his  own,  in  Chariton  county,  the  birthplace  of 
his  son.  Sterling.  He  was  a man  of  fine  native 
intelligence,  great  energy  and  earnest  patriotism, 
and  served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war.  In  1883  he  removed  to  Kingman,  Kans., 
where,  in  addition  to  conducting  a farm,  he  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a banker.  In  1889  he  went 
to  the  \\  illamette  Valley,  in  Oregon,  and  in 
May  of  the  following  year  settled  in  Hennessey. 
Okla.  Here,  in  June,  1891.  he  founded  the  Farm- 
ers and  Merchants  Bank,  which  was  at  first  a 
private  institution,  but  was  subsequently  incor- 
porated, lie  being  elected  its  president.  He  dis- 
charged, the  duties  of  this  position  with  fidelity 
and  sound  judgment  until  his  death,  in  June, 
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1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  A.  Cuddy, 
was  of  Irish  lineage,  but  was  born  near  Abing- 
don, W.  Ya.  Her  father,  James,  migrated  to  the 
west  while  she  was  yet  a girl;  crossing  the 
Blue  Ridge  mountains,  he  made  his  home  for  a 
time  in  Ohio,  and  thence  removed  to  Chariton 
county,  Mo.,  where  Daniel  Richardson  wooed 
and  w'on  his  bride.  Mr.  Richardson  was  twice 
married,  and  had  three  children  by  his  first 
union,  two  of  whom  are  living,  one  in  Kansas 
and  one  in  Missouri.  Sterling  was  the  elder  of 
the  two  children  of  the  second  marriage,  his  sis- 
ter, Emma  F.,  being  now  Mrs.  Vance,  of  Wau- 
komis,  Okla. 

Between  the  years  1883  and  1891,  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson’s life  was  full  of  changes.  In  1883  he 
left  the  homestead  to  become  a bookkeeper  in 
a bank.  After  three  years  in  the  same  bank,  he 
was  made  assistant  cashier  of  a batik  at  Greens- 
burg,  Ivans.  Returning  to  Kingman,  lie  ac- 
cepted a similar  position  in  the  Kingman  Ra- 
tional Bank.  In  1888  he  became  a bookkeeper 
for  the  Kingman  branch  of  the  Jarvis  Conklin 
Mortgage  Trust  Company,  and  in  18S9  removed 
to  the  Willamette  valley,  in  Oregon,  and  became 
a bookkeeper  for  Ladd  & Bush,  bankers,  of 
Salem.  The  next  year  he  joined  his  father  in 
Hennessey,  and  aided  him  in  organizing  the 
Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank,  becoming  cash- 
ier, which  position  he  continued  to  fill  after  the 
incorporation  of  the  institution.  He  is  the  old- 
est banker  in  the  city.  Under  his  wise  and  care- 
ful management  the  institution  has  greatly  pros- 
pered. In  December,  1899,  he  founded  the  first 
bank  at  Okeene,  of  which  he  was  made  presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Richardson  is  one  of  Oklahoma's  most 
successful  business  men.  Keen  insight,  sound 
business  sense  and  inflexible  integrity  have  made 
him  a recognized  power  in  the  commercial  life 
of  the  territory,  while  his  genial,  generous  na- 
ture and  frank,  unassuming  manners  have  won 
for  him  hosts  of  friends.  He  is  a Mason  of  high 
degree,  being-  past  senior  warden  of  the  Okla- 
homa grand  lodge,  having  sat  in  the  first  session 
of  that  body,  ai  Oklahoma  City.  There  he  was 
elected  junior  deacon,  and  was  afterward  ele- 
vated to  the  senior  wardenship.  Ho  is.  also  a 
member  of  the  Guthrie  Consistory.  He  is  con- 
nected with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America. 

While  residing  in  Kingman,  Kans.,  A 1 r.  Rich- 
ardson married  Miss  Augusta  Guest,  whose 
birthplace  was  Northamptonshire,  England. 
Her  father,  William  C.  Guest,  crossed  the  ocean 
and  settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  3'.,  where  he  is  now 
a prosperous  manufacturer  of  flour.  There  Mrs. 
Richardson  was  educated,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  of  that  city.  The  three  children  of 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  are  Bessie  V.,  Asahel 
D.  and  Maurice  V.  The  family  attend  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  of  which  Air.  Richardson  is  a lib- 
eral supporter  and  consistent  member,  and  in 
which  he  has  served  as  trustee  and  as  chairman 
of  the  building  committee.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  political  creed.  While  averse  to  office,  he  has 
sat  in  the  city  council  and  served  as  city  clerk, 
with  great  acceptability  to  his  constituents  and 
the  community  at  large. 


JH.  RIGGS.  Though  in  no  wise  a politician 
# or  office-seeker,  J.  H.  Riggs  was  elected 
by  his  Republican  friends  to  the  responsible 
position  of  county  commissioner  of  Garfield 
county,  and  has  closed  his  two  years'  term.  As 
was  confidently  expected  of  him,  he  has  fear- 
lessly championed  many  needed  improvements, 
and  has  ever  acted  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
people,  who  duly  appreciate  his  labors  on  their 
behalf. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Riggs  family  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  removed  from  that  state 
to  Indiana  at  a very  early  period  in  its  history. 
Our  subject's  father,  James  J.  Riggs,  was  born 
in  Lawrence  county,  Ind.,  in  1818,  and  in  1858 
he  settled  in  Harrison  county,  Mo.,  where  a 
few  years  later  he  served  in  the  state  guards. 
There  he  became  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  choice  farm  lands,  and  devoted  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  raising  of  live  stock. 
He  departed  this  life  when  in  his  fifty-ninth 
year,  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and 
associates.  Elis  widow,  wdiose  name  in  girlhood 
was  Priscilla  Inman,  was  a native  of  Indiana, 
and  her  death  occurred  in  1893,  when  she  was 
seventy  years  of  age.  Four  of  their  ten  children 
survive. 

J.  EL  Riggs  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
Lawrence  county,  Ind.,  in  1853,  and  grew  to 
maturity  in  Elarrison  county,  Mo.  Ele  was  mar- 
ried at  twenty-two. years  of  age,  and  rented  farms 
in  different  parts  of  the  county  until  he  went  to 
Saunders  county.  Neb.,  where  he  purchased  land 
and  dwelt  for  about  a year. 

()n  the  1 4th  of  September.  1893,  business 
found  Mr.  Riggs  in  Hennessey.  He  had  no  inten- 
tion of  entering  the  race  for  a home,  but  finally 
yielded  to  the  prevailing  fever,  and  on  Saturdav, 
the  1 6th,  came  from  the  southern  line  into  Gar- 
field county  and  secured  a claim  in  Skeleton 
township.  Caring  little  for  it,  as  his  business  in- 
terests were  then  elsewhere,  lie  gave  up  the 
property  and  returned  to  his  Missouri  home.  In 
the  following  spring  he  rented  the  eightv-acrc 
farm  which  lie  owned  in  Missouri,  and.  coming 
back  to  this  county,  bought  the  southeastern 
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quarter  of  section  2,  township  21,  range  6 — 
his  present  home  place.  After  he  had  made- 
preparations  for  their  comfort,  he  had  his  fam- 
ily join  him  in  the  autumn.  At  first  they  lived 
in  a small  house,  12x12  feet,  but  the  fall  of  1894 
saw  them  installed  in  a convenient  house.  The 
same  fall  he  planted  his  first  crop,  and  soon  had 
placed  eighty  acres  under  the  plow.  He  set 
out  about  four  hundred  peach  trees,  a fine  vari- 
ety of  apple  and  other  fruit  trees,  making  wells 
and  other  needed  improvements.  He  has  been 
successful  as  a raiser  of  wheat  and  cereals,  and 
also  has  dealt  in  cattle  and  live  stock. 

A quarter  of  a century  ago  Mr.  Riggs  mar- 
ried Miss  F.  E.  Roush,  a native  of  Indiana. 
They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Minnie,  wife  of  G.  X.  Tiggart;  Nola  D.,  wife 
of  John  Morris;  Clara  B.,  Priscilla  E.  and 
Charles  E. 

Mr.  Riggs  is  a charter  member  of  Lodge  No. 
19,  A.  H.  T.  A.,  and  was  a member  of  the  first 
school  board  of  his  district,  also  acting  as  its 
secretary  for  four  years.  The  first  Sunday- 
school  organized  in  this  locality  was  founded  at 
his  house  in  the  spring  of  1895,  ever  since  which 
time  he  has  officiated  as  superintendent.  His 
wife  and  daughter  teach  classes  and  greatly  aid 
in  the  work,  and  in  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which 
they  belong,  he  has  been  a deacon  for  several 
years.  He  also  is  president  of  the  Township 
Sunday-School  Union,  which  comprises  Hack- 
berry,  Osborne,  Flynn  and  Skeleton  townships. 
They  are  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  up- 
lifting humanity,  and  contribute  liberally  of  their 
material  means  and  of  their  time  and  earnest 
labors. 


HARLES  \V.  ROBERTSON.  This  enter- 
prising young  agriculturist  of  Springer 
township,  Oklahoma  county,  is  the  eldest 
child  of  John  L.  Robertson,  one  of  the  first 
(and  present)  commissioners  of  this  county.  (Sec 
his  sketch,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.)  Charles  W.  Robertson  possesses  many 
of  the  sterling  characteristics  of  Iris  honored 
father,  and  has  equally  at  heart  the  welfare  of 
the  people,  though  he  has  kept  to  the  quiet,  re- 
tired walks  of  life. 

Now  in  the  prime  of  early  manhood,  Mr.  Rob- 
ertson was  born  in  Johnson  county,  Mo.,  No- 
vember 30,  1867.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Wil- 
liam T.  Robertson,  a native  of  Scotland,  was 
one  of  the  first  white  settlers  in  Greene  county. 
Mo.,  as  he  located  on  that  frontier  in  1838.  and 
since  that  time  his  posterity  has  been  associated 
with  the  development  of  the  west.  The  original 
tract  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  he 
received  from  the  government  has  never  left  the 
hands  of  the  family,  and,  in  fact,  Ids  widow, 


though  in  advanced  years,  controls  the  property, 
and  still  dwells  on  the  historic  old  place. 

When  he  was  in  his  fourteenth  year,  Charles 
William  Robertson  removed  to  Montgomery 
county,  Kans.,  where  he  grew  to  maturity  in 
the  parental  home.  Following  his  father’s  for- 
tunes, lie  came  into  Oklahoma  in  its  pioneer 
days  and  assisted  materially  in  the  development 
of  two  farms.  In  1892  he  made  the  race  into 
the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  country  (now  Cus- 
ter county)  on  the  19th  of  April,  when  the  land 
was  thrown  open  to  settlers,  but  was  unsuccess- 
ful in  his  efforts  to  secure  a good  tract  of  land. 
Then  when  the  Cherokee  strip  (Pawnee  county) 
was  opened,  September  16,  1893,  lie  again  made 
the  race,  and  later  bought  and  sold  some  prop- 
erty in  that  locality.  In  1892  lie  purchased  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  in  the  “Seven  C. 
Flat,"  on  the  northeastern  quarter  of  section 
35,  Springer  township,  on  the  North  Canadian 
river.  Ninety  acres  have  been  placed  under  the 
plow,  and  abundant  harvests  of  wheat  are  grown 
here,  fully  twenty-five  bushels  to  .the  acre.  The 
proprietor  keeps  a good  grade  of  horses  and 
cattle,  and  makes  a specialty  of  raising  Poland- 
Cliina  hogs.  He  has  made  good  improvements, 
and  the  well-kept  orchard  yields  large  harvests 
of  fruit  of  the  standard  varieties.  A fine  well  of 
pure  water  and  a comfortable  house  add  to  the 
desirability  of  the  farm,  and  everything  about 
the  place  is  kept  up  in  a thrifty  manner. 

In  1899  Mr.  Robertson  married  Maud  Mc- 
Ewen,  daughter  of  Emmet  C.  McEwen,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  in  the  “Seven  C.  Flat.”  This 
worthy  couple  are  interested  in  all  local  prog- 
ress, and  are  favorites  in  the  best  society  of  the 
neighborhood.  Mr.  Robertson  has  contributed 
towards  the  upbuilding  of  the  schools,  and  has 
taken  special  interest  in  the  subscription  school 
just  west  of  Edmond.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  strong  in  the  faith  of  his  party.  Fra- 
ternally. he  is  connected  with  Edmond  Lodge 
No.  4,  A.  I-'.  & A.  M.;  Cyrus  Chapter  No.  7, 
I\.  A.  M.;  and  Oklahoma  Commandery  No.  2. 
K.  T.,  of  Oklahoma  City:  Oklahoma  Consistory, 
of  Guthrie:  and  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  was 
identified  with  the  Edmond  Lodge  No.  4.  now 
defunct. 


T AMES  FI.  TFIURM AN,  M.  D.  I bis  rising 
J young  physician  and  surgeon,  of  the  new 
town  of  Munger,  is  rapidlv  growing  into  the 
favor  of  the  public,  and,  because  of  his  long  and 
thorough  preparation  for  his  chosen  life’s  work, 
he  is  richly  deserving  of  success.  He  has  always 
been  a great  student  and  a searcher  in  the  realm 
of  science,  with  the  result  that  he  is  unusually 
well  posted  in  medicine  and  all  of  its  related 
branches.  „ 


' 
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JOHN  B.  LINDEN, 
Enid. 


PORTRAIT  AXD  RIOGRAPH I CAL  RECORD. 


A native  of  McMahon  county,  Tcnn.,  Dr. 
Thurman  was  born  during  the  Civil  war,  in  1863. 
When  he  had  reached  his  thirteenth  year  he  ac- 
companied his  parents,  John  and  Sarah  (Ramey) 
Thurman,  to  Oregon,  where  they  were  interested 
in  the  cultivation  of  a fine  farm  for  four  years. 
In  1879  he  entered  the  schools  of  Whitewright, 
Tex.,  and  later  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
American  Health  College,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Having  determined  to  devote  himself  to  the  heal- 
ing art,  he  then  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he 
pursued  a thorough  course  in  the  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine  in  1892. 

Coming  direct  to  Oklahoma,  Dr.  Thurman 
commenced  his  professional  career  as  a country 
physician,  his  home  being  in  Crutcho  township, 
Oklahoma  county.  When  he  had  obtained  a 
foothold  in  the  regard  of  the  people,  he  was 
called  far  and  near,  and  in  the  pursuance  of  his 
duties  suffered  the  many  hardships  and  the  ex- 
posure to  inclement  weather  which  the  pioneer 
circuit  rider  has  to  endure.  At  length,  wishing 
to  further  fit  himself  in  special  branches,  he  went 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  spent  three  years  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  & Surgeons.  Being  grad- 
uated in  the  post-graduate  class  in  that  institu- 
tion in  the  spring  of  1900,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home.  Removing  his  household  effects  from  the 
homestead  in  Crutcho  township  to  Munger,  the 
new  town  situated  on  the  'Frisco  Railroad,  he 
now  is  engaged  in  general  practice  here,  with 
special  reference  to  difficult  surgical  cases.  In 
partnership  with  another  citizen,  he  owns  a well- 
equipped  drug-store  here,  the  firm  name  being 
Thurman  & Field. 

Socially  the  doctor  is  well  liked,  and  has  made 
hosts  of  warm  friends  wherever  he  has  dwelt. 
He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  order  and  to  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  the  spring  of  1900 
he  built  a pretty,  commodious  residence  in  Mun- 
ger, thus  manifesting  the  confidence  which  he 
has  in  the  future  of  the  infant  town.  Eight  years 
ago  his  marriage  to  Miss  Della  Reed  took  place 
in  this  locality,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children,  namelv,  Willie  and  Ruby. 


JOHN  B.  LINDEN  is  a citizen  from  other 
shores  who  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for 
his  rapid  advancement  in  America,  and  who 
has  elicited  the  practical  appreciation  of  his  fel- 
low townsmen  for  his  valuable  and  disinterested 
services  in  the  cause  of  the  public  good. 

A native  of  Yermland  City,  Arvike,  Sweden, 
Mr.  Linden  was  born  November  4,  1867,  and  is 
a son  of  Christopher  and  Martha  Linden,  who 
were  born  in  Sweden.  The  family  is  an  old  and 
honorable  one,  manv  of  their  members  being 
prominent  tillers  of  the  soil,  and  active  in  other 
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lines  for  the  improvement  of  their  country  and 
locality.  Christopher  Linden  and  his  wife  were 
industrious  farmers  and  died  in  their  native  land, 
the  former  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  They 
were  active  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Of  their  ten  children  eight  are  living,  six  being 
in  Sweden  and  two  in  America,  John  B.,  and 
Godfrey,  who  is  a furniture  dealer  and  under- 
taker in  Duluth,  Minn. 

The  early  days  of  John  1!.  Linden  were  fash- 
ioned somewhat  on  romantic  and  adventurous 
lines,  and  indicated  the  spirit  of  independence 
and  enterprise  which  have  since  been  materially 
developed.  At  the  early  age  of  fourteen  the 
boundaries  of  Sweden  were  altogether  too  cir- 
cumscribed for  the  far-seeing  gaze  of  this  ambi- 
tious youth,  and  the  routine  at  the  district 
schools  much  too  confining  for  a restless  nature. 
To  counteract  these  deficiencies  he  planned  a 
trip  to  America,  in  company  with  two  cousins, 
and,  before  leaving  on  his  extended  journey, 
neglected  the  formality  of  mentioning  his  plans 
to  either  parents  or  school  teacher.  They  crossed 
Bohns  Bay  to  Christiansend  and  took  the  steamer 
for  Liverpool,  via  Hull,  making  the  long  journey 
across  the  Atlantic  on  the  steamer  Alaska.  Ar- 
riving in  America,  John  B.  found  himself  with- 
out friends  or  prospects  and  with  verv  little 
money,  but  managed  to  get  as  far  as  Topeka, 
Kans.,  where  he  found  employment  with  the 
Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company.  After  a time  he 
entered  the  shops  of  the  railroad  and  remained 
there  until  1886,  after  which  he  engaged  as  a 
clerk  in  Topeka,  and  at  the  same  time  attended 
night  school.  He  fitted  himself  for  a future  busi- 
ness life  by  taking  a course  in  bookkeeping  and 
commercial  law. 

During  November  of  1889  Mr.  Linden  came 
to  Hennessey,  Okla.,  and  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Rock  Island  Railroad  as  foreman  of  the 
section  until  the  spring  of  1891,  when  he  re- 
signed and  settled  in  Dover.  Until  the  opening 
of  the  strip  lie  engaged  in  clerking  and  general 
merchandising  for  A.  II.  Drew,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Waukomis,  where  he  opened  the  first 
store  in  the  place.  At  the  same  time  he  took  a 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres,  which, 
after  proving  up.  he  sold,  fn  1898  he  was  nom- 
inated for  county  treasurer  on  the  Republican 
ticket  and  elected  by  four  hundred  majority, 
taking  the  oath  of  office  in  January  of  1899.  He 
removed  immediately  to  Enid,  w here  he  bought 
property,  and  where  he  has  since  continued  to 
reside.  He  was  re-elected  to  his  present  office 
November  6,  1900. 

In  Waukomis  Mr.  Linden  married  Tessie 
Creamer,  who  was  born  in  Meadville.  Mo.,  and 
is  a daughter  of  David  M.  Creamer,  a harness- 
maker.  of  \\  aukomis.  ( )t  this  union  there  are 
two  children,  Doris  and  Kenneth. 
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Mr.  Linden  bears  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  Swedish  citizen  of  ( Ikjahoma  to  be  elected 
to  a county  office.  Fraternally  he  is  associated 
wi'ui  Enid  Lodge  Xo.  19,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Enid; 
also  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at 
Kingfisher,  and  is  a past  officer  of  the  Encamp- 
ment; he  is  also  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  at  Waukomis.  With  his 
family,  he  is  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  contributes  generously  toward  its 
maintenance.  He  is  a member  of  the  Commer- 
cial Club  at  Enid,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  same. 


STORY  SHERMAX,  whose  active  life 
# has  been  devoted  to  the  electrical  busi- 
ness, was  the  organizer  of  the  El  Reno 
Electric  Light  and  Telephone  Company,  of 
which  he  is  now  secretary  and  manager. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  born  in  Boston,  .Mass.,  No- 
vember 22,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  A.  F.  and  Mary 
(Story)  Sherman.  His  grandfather  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  came  from  an  old  family  of 
that  state.  A.  F.  Sherman  was  born  in  Boston, 
and  was  a rope  manufacturer,  an  inventor  of 
considerable  prominence,  a civil  engineer  and 
master  mechanic.  For  forty-seven  years  he  was 
with  the  Sewall  & Day  Cordage. Company,  and 
invented  nearly  all  the  machinerv  used  m that 
plant.  He  invented  some  of  the  first  machinery 
for  rope  manufacture  used  in  the  plant.  His 
entire  life  was  spent  at  Boston,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  married  Mary 
Storv,  who  was  born  near  Liverpool,  England. 
Her  parents  moved  to  . Buenos  Ayres.  Argentine 
Republic,  and  her  father  was  engaged  in  the 
building  of  gas  plants.  She  now  resides  in  Bos- 
ton and  has  four  living  children:  Helen  M.,  of 
Boston;  M.  H.  D.,  who  is  engineer  on  a railroad 
at  Fresno,  Cal.;  William  Story;  and  L.  Grace 
of  Boston. 

W.  Storv  Sherman  was  reared  in  West  Rox 
burv,  a suburb  of  Boston,  and  attended  the  pub 
lie  schools  and  Elliott  Academy,  from  which  he 
was.  graduated.  In  1885  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Boston  Edison  Company,  at  a time  when 
electric  lighting  first  came  into  use.  He  was 
with  them  from  the  start,  first  in  the  construc- 
tion department,  then  in  the  lamp  and  erecting 
departments,  and  finally  in  the  operating  depart- 
ments as  electrician.  His  position  was  one  of 
great  responsibility,  as  the  plant  had  become 
verv  large.-  In  1894  he  resigned  and  came  to 
El  Reno,  organizing  the  El  Reno  Electric  Light 
and  Telephone  Company,  with  himself  as  presi- 
dent and  manager.  He  obtained  a charter  and 
sixtv  days  later  began  the  construction  of  his 
plant.  January  8.  1895,  he  began  to  supply 
lights,  and  the  success  with  which  he  met  ren- 


dered it  necessary  to  enlarge  his  plant.  He  put 
in  a new  Corliss  engine  and  two  dynamos,  and 
has  a capacity  of  2,500  incandescent  lights  and 
sixty  arc  lights.  The  officers  of  the  companv 
are:  S.  R.  Sherman  (our  subject's  wife),  presi- 
dent, and  W.  S.  Sherman,  secretary  and  man- 
ager. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  united  in  marriage,  at  De- 
troit, with  Sarah  Ramsey,  who  was  born  at 
Port  Huron,  Mich.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Ramsey,  who  died  in  Michigan.  Mr.  Sher- 
man was  made  a Mason  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
belonging  to  Grand  River  Lodge  A*o.  34.  He  is 
a member  of  the  chapter  ai  El  Reno;  Ascension 
Commandery  X’o.  3,  and  India  Temple,  X7.  M.  S., 
at  Oklahoma  City.  Formerly  he  was  a member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Encampment.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  connected  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  In  his  political  belief  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  a member  of  the  El  Reno 
Club.  With  two  others  he  started  the  first  cot- 
ton gin  at  El  Reno,  which  is  operated  under  the 
name  of  El  Reno  Gin  Company. 


D AR  IEL  BOOXE  W ATTS  is  considered 
one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  Lo- 
gan county.  His  claim  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 4,  township  17,  range  2 west.  Fie  was  born 
;n  Putnam  county.  Inch,  in  May,  1846,  and  is  a 
son  of  Silas  and  Susan  (Fritts)  W atts,  natives  of 
Clark  county,  Ky.  As  children  they  were  reared 
in  Kentucky,  married  there,  and  removed  to  In- 
diana at  a very  early  day.  His  father  was  a gen- 
eral farmer,  and  a preacher  of  force  and 
conviction,  whose  words  were  eagerly  listened  to 
by  the  pioneers  of  that' early  time. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  Daniel  Watts  was 
reared  among  refined  and  elevating  influences. 
That  he  received  a good  education  is  due  more 
to  his  father's  teaching  than  to  the  excellence  of 
the  schools  in  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  ot 
seventeen  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twenty- 
seventh  Indiana  \ olunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  with  Sher- 
man from  X'ashville  to  Atlanta  and  the  sea.  Par- 
ticipating in  seven  regular  engagements,  he  for- 
tunately escaped  many  of  the  trials  incident  to 
war,  the  only  setback  being  a month's  detention 
m a hospital  at  Xewbern.  X.  C.  Fie  took  part  in 
the  grand  review  at  Washington,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  August  5.  1865. 

Upon  his  return  to  Indiana  Mr.  Watts  re- 
mained there  but  a short  time.  After  a trial  ot 
Kansas  life  and  soil  he  went  to  Estill  county, 
Ky.,  and  engaged  in  plastering  for  about  a year. 
There  he  married  Sarah  S.  Wills,  who  died  in 
1895.  leaving  six  children.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  W atts  spent  a year  in  Indiana,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Kentucky  for  three  years.  In  1872  he 
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removed  to  Sedgwick  county,  Kans.,  and  bought 
land,  upon  which  he  lived  until  1889,  when  he 
joined  the  fortune-seekers  in  the  trip  to  Okla- 
homa. He  was  fortunate  in  securing  a claim,  to 
which  he  has  from  time  to  time  added,  improv- 
ing the  same  and  bringing  it  to  a high  state  of 
cultivation. 

December  27,  1896,  Mr.  Watts  married  Mrs. 
Xancy  C.  Herrod,  a daughter  of  John  W.  and 
Rachel  (Wantland)  Beasley.  She  was  born  in 
Marion  county,  111.,  and  received  a fair  com- 
mon-school education.  Her  father  died  in  Illi- 
nois, and  when  she  was  twenty-two  years  old 
she  went  to  Cowley  county,  Kans.,  where  she 
met  her  first  husband,  Theodore  Herrod.  Of 
this  union  there  were  two  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Herrod  came  to  Oklahoma  in  1889,  set- 
tling on  section  3,  township  17,  range  2 west. 
Mr.  Herrod  died  October  5,  1895. 

Mr.  Watts  has  never  been  a politician.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Cleveland  at  the  time  of  his 
first  election,  since  which  time  he  has  voted  the 
Populist  ticket.  In  1894  he  was  the  nominee  of 
his  party  in  the  county  for  treasurer. 


Theodore  emaxuel  zixgre  has 

risen  to  a position  of  wealth  and  promi- 
nence in  his  communitv  by  the  exercise  of 
his  native  talents,  for  he  had  no  fortunate  en- 
vironments and  has  been  obliged  to  work  out  his 
own  fortune  by  the  hardest  toil.  He  is  a son  of 
John  Zingre,  and  was  born  in  Zweisimmen, 
Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  Mav  12,  1837.  His 
father  died  when  the  son  was  four  years  old,  and 
the  mother  afterward  married  again.  The  step- 
father was  kind  to  the  child  and  gave  him  fair 
advantages  in  an  educational  way.  When  he  had 
reached  a state  of  proficiency  in  the  general  lines 
of  study  the  voting  man  was  admitted  to  Geneva 
College,  and  continued  his  systematic  work  there 
until  he  was  graduated. 

In  1855  Theodore  E.  Zingre  came  to  the 
United  States,  and,  going  to  New  Orleans,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  to  Xanvoo,  111.,  where  his 
brother.  Dr.  John  Zingre,  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine.  With  his  characteristic 
ambition,  our  subject  attended  the  local  school 
in  winter,  in  order  to  perfect  himself  in  the  Eng- 
lish language,  and  during  the  rest  of  the  year 
devoted  his  attention  to  medical  work,  under  the 
guidance  of  his  brother.  On  the  13th  of  June. 
1861.  he  volunteered  in  the  defense  of  the  land 
of  his  adoption,  and  for  three  years  and  three 
months  served  in  Companv  C,  hirst  Iowa  Cav- 
alry. Owing  to  his  knowledge  of  the  healing  art 
he  was  detailed  for  hospital  service,  and  soon 
was  promoted  from  the  post  of  nurse  to  that  of 
hospital  steward,  being  placed  in  charge  of  the 
hospital  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.  lie  soon  was  trans- 


ferred to  other  points,  where  he  was  more 
needed,  and  continued  to  be  employed  in  the 
regimental  hospital  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
elsewhere.  Under  the  leadership  of  General 
Steele  he  went  on  the  Red  River  expedition, 
and,  when  following  the  border  of  Kansas  and 
Missouri,  the  regiment  had  a number  of  more  or 
- less  severe  skirmishes  with  Quantrell,  the 
"James  boys"  and  other  bands  of  guerrillas. 

In  September,  1864,  Dr.  Zingre  was  honor- 
able discharged  from  the  army  and  returned  to 
the  home  of  his  brother  in  Illinois.  During  the 
following  winter  he  attended  lectures  in  the 
medical  college  of  the  Iowa  University,  at  Keo- 
kuk, Iowa,  and  after  his  graduation  opened  an 
office  in  Nebraska.  In  1868  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  Saunders  county,  Neb.,  and  thus  was 
one  of  its  pioneers.  He  remained  there  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century,  and,  as  the  country  in- 
creased in  population  and  prosperity,  he  became 
interested  in  farming  and  kindred  pursuits.  At 
different  times  he  made  investments  in  land,  and 
at  length  owned  and  operated  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  In  the  early  days  of  his  residence 
in  the  state  he  lived  in  a sod-house,  as  most  of 
the  people  did,  but  soon  this  was  a thing  of  the 
past,  and  increasing  prosperity  brought  attend- 
ant comforts  and  improvements  on  the  farm. 
He  developed  it  into  a model  country-seat,  and 
in  1892  disposed  of  the  place  for  $5,600. 

Coming  to  Oklahoma  county.  Dr.  Zingre  pur- 
chased the  homestead  on  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  23,  township  13,  range  2 west,  which 
had  been  improved  by  Dr.  Copeland,  paying 
therefor  $4,200.  He  has  diligently  carried  on 
the  works  already  instituted,  and  has  made 
ditches  and  put  up  fences,  and  enlarged  the 
house,  besides  setting  out  a good  orchard  and 
vineyard.  His  judicious  expenditure  of  money 
and  labor  has  increased  the  value  of  the  place 
to  $6,000,  for  the  soil  is  rich  bottom  land  and 
highly  productive.  During  the  Leiter  "corner” 
in  wheat  the  doctor  sold  his  crop  in  Oklahoma 
City  from  eighty  to  ninety  cents  per  bushel,  and 
thus  his  net  returns  were  fully  $2,000.  From 
one  hundred  acres  he  harvested  twentv-eight 
hundred  bushels  of  wheat  in  J900,  and  this  is  a 
f:  ir  general  average  of  late  vears. 

In  1874  Dr.  Zingre  married  Philura  Bissell,  of 
\ alparaiso,  Ind.,  and  on  the  23d  of  Mav,  1899, 
their  happy  wedded  life  was  brought  to  a close 
bv  the  death  of  the  devoted  wife,  who  had  loc- 
ally cheered  and  aided  her  husband  in  all  of  his 
reverses  and  enterprises.  She  left  four  children 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  a loving  mother,  namelv: 
Sarah  B.:  Josie,  wife  of  William  Sprague,  of 
Edmond,  Okla. ; Carrie,  wife  of  John  Onev,  of 
this  county:  and  Mamie,  who  is  a graduate  of 
the  Edmond  Normal  school,  and  is  now  Mrs. 
Lewis  Albert  l'errel,  of  Chandler. 
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Dr.  Zitigre  takes  a deep  interest  in  local  af- 
fairs, and  while  a resident  of  Saunders  county,- 
Neb.,  was  influential  in  placing  the  county  upon 
a safe  and  prosperous  basis.  His  means  and 
influence  always  have  been  relied  upon  in  the 
support  of  schools  and  worthy  enterprises,  and 
for  some  time  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board 
of  education  in  Hartzell  township.  Politically 
he  was  formerly  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  at  this  writing  is  an  advocate  of  Pop- 
ulistic principles. 


EBENEZER  FLEMING  ARNETT.  The 
attractive  and  well-cultivated  farm  owned 
by  E.  E.  Arnett  is  located  in  the  south- 
eastern quarter  of  section  25,  township  16,  range 
3 west,  Logan  county.  He  is  a native  of  Perry 
county,  111.,  born  July  19,  1829,  near  Pinckney- 
ville,  and  is  a son  of  honored  pioneers  of  the 
Prairie  state.  His  parents,  William  and  Zibetha 
(Piatt)  Arnett,  were  natives  of  Tennessee,  and 
when  they  were  children  they  accompanied 
their  respected  parents  to  Illinois.  Piatt 
county  was  named  in  honor  of  our  subject’s 
maternal  grandfather,  Ebenezer  Piatt,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  white  settlers  of  that 
region.  William  Arnett  removed  from  Perry 
to  Jackson  county,  HI.,  when  our  subject  was 
six  years  old,  and  there  he  entered  a homestead 
from  the  government,  and  within  a few  years 
cleared  and  improved  it.  Later  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  Kansas,  and  passed  his  remaining  years 
in  that  state. 

Ebenezer  Fleming  Arnett  learned  the  details 
of  agriculture  in  his  boyhood  and  obtained  a 
good  general  'education.  During  the  troublous 
period  in  Kansas  prior  to  the  Civil  war,  he  was 
in  that  state.  He  was  a personal  friend  of  Lane, 
and  was  present  on  the  occasion  when  William, 
son  of  the  patriot  John  Brown,  was  killed.  In 
Tune,  1861.  he  enlisted  from  Cass  count}.  Mo., 
in  Company  C.  Second  Battalion,  Seventh  Mis- 
souri Cavalrv,  and  under  the  leadership  of  Gen- 
eral Siegel  served  in  the  capacity  of  a scout 
on  a campaign  through  Missouri.  For  about 
eleven  months  he  was  in  the  regular  service  and 
subsequently  was  on  detached  duty,  employed 
in  carrying  despatches.  It  so  happened  that  he 
was  not  present  at  the  time  that  his  comrades 
were  mustered  out  of  the  service,  and  it  was  not 
until  about  thirtv  years  afterwards  that  he  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  documents. 

When  his  country  no  longer  required  his  sen  - 
ices,  Mr.  Arnett  went  to  Anderson  county. 
Ivans. , where  he  soon  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Marinda  Rumbley,  a native  of  Union  county, 
111.,  and  an  early  friend  and  schoolmate.  This 
wortliv  couple  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  eldest,  Lucien,  is  married 


and  resides  in  Miami  county,  Kans.;  while 
Edward,  the  second  son,  also  a married  man, 
lives  in  Garfield  county,  Kans.  Harmon,  the 
third  son,  is  the  head  of  a family  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  farmers  of  this  vicinity,  his 
land  adjoining  his  father’s  property.  Kate, 
wife  of  Edgar  Harris,  and  Grace,  Mrs.  Millard 
Lesser,  live  in  this  territory.  Addie,  the  young- 
est of  the  family,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Swanson, 
and  still  resides  at  home  with  her  parents. 

For  a number  of  "years  subsequent  to  his  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Arnett  dwelt  in  Putnam  county,  Mo., 
where  he  owned  a good  farm,  and  later  he  culti- 
vated a farm  in  Cass  county,  same  state,  for  a 
few  years.  Then,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Greenwood  county,  Ivans.,  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  there  until  1891,  when  he  came 
to  Oklahoma  and  bought  his  present  country 
seat,  upon  which  he  has  instituted  valuable  im- 
provements. 

Ever  since  he  first  voted  in  a presidential  elec- 
tion, which  was  in  1864,  when  his  ballot  was 
loyally  cast  for  Lincoln,  Mr.  Arnett  has  stood 
by  the  Republican  party.  He  has  not  been  an 
indifferent  looker-on,  but  has  been  active  in  the 
campaigns,  and  has  attended  numerous  conven- 
tions in  the  capacity  of  a delegate.  In  1896  he 
was  honored  by  being  the  choice  of  the  people 
for  the  office  of  county  coroner,  and  again,  in 
1898,  he  was  elected  to  this  position,  in  which 
he  has  given  satisfaction.  He  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  denomination, 
and  a few  years  ago  was  licensed  as  an  exhorter. 
Lie  is  now  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
as  is  also  his  wife. 


T AMES  ALFRED  YOUNG.  By  enterprise 
J and  good  management,  James  A.  Y'oung, 
of  Council  Grove  township.  Oklahoma 
county,  has  become  well-to-do  and  an  influential 
factor  in  his  locality  within  a few  vears.  He 
is  greatly  concerned  in  everything  pertaining  to 
the  success  of  Oklahoma,  and  strives  to  perform 
his  full  share  in  its  upbuilding. 

Alfred,  father  of  J.  A.  Young,  was  a native  of 
Tennessee,  but  in  earlv  manhood  he  went  to 
Missouri,  and  in  Jackson  county  married  one  of 
its  native  daughters,  Jane  Mondy.  In  1856  the 
couple  moved  to  Doniphan  county,  Kans.,  and, 
under  the  old  law,  became  the  owners  of  a farm, 
purchased  from  the  government  at  a saie,  where 
the  highest  bid  was  accepted.  The  father  died 
in  the  opening  year  of  the  Civil  war,  and  the 
mother  survived  him  but  three  years.  Their 
seven  children  remained  on  the  homestead  until 
1871.  when  the  estate  was  apportioned  to  them, 
and  they  separated,  to  make  their  independent 
way  in  the  world. 

James  Alfred  Young  was  born  in  Holt  county, 
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Mo..  April  24.  1851,  and  most  of  his  early  years 
were  passed  in  Doniphan  county,  Kan  s'.  Ar- 
rived at  man’s  estate,  he  went  to  Sumner  county, 
Kans.,  where  he  pre-empted  a quarter  section  of 
land.  and.  during  the  eighteen  years  that  fol- 
lowed, industriously  cultivated  and  improved  his 
property,  which  was  made  to  produce  a good 
livelihood  for  the  family.  The  superior  natural 
advantages  of  Oklahoma  having  become  known 
to  him,  Mr.  Young  was  ready  to  make  the  run 
into  this  locality  when  it  was  opened  to  the  pub- 
lic. Pie  failed  to  secure  a farm,  but  in  August, 
1889.  purchased  the  propertv  where  he  has  since 
resided,  and  in  the  years  which  have  passed  ltas 
made  a fine  country  home  here.  Pie  has  raised 
forty  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre  several  sea- 
sons, and  has  been  equally  successful  in  the  rais- 
ing of  cattle  and  hogs.  A convenient,  modern 
house,  erected  recently;  substantial  barns  and 
fences,  a good  orchard,  with  a variety  of  fruit, 
and  other  improvements,  make  this  a very  desir- 
able farm.  Becoming  more  ambitious,  Mr.  Young 
concluded  to  invest  his  surplus  funds  in  addi- 
tional land,  and  accordingly  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  the  military  reserve, 
thus  extending  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  to  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  all  of  this  is  now 
under  cultivation  or  in  use  as  pasture  land. 

In  1879  ^r-  Young  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Yaclaf  (James)  and  Catherine  (Herman)  Som- 
ers, of  Oxford,  Sumner  county.  Kans.  The  pa- 
rents were  natives  of  Bohemia,  but  Mrs.  Young 
was  born  in  the  United  States  and  was  educated 
in  our  public  schools.  Four  children  blessed  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  wife,  but  the  first-born, 
Roy  CP,  is  deceased.  The  others.  Merle  M., 
Jessie  O.  and  Carrie  E..  reside  under  the  parental 
roof,  and  are  interested  in  the  progress  of  this 
territorv.  The  family  attends  religious  worship 
at  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  Mrs.  Young 
holds  fellowship.  Mr.  Young  has  always  sus- 
tained the  Democratic  party  with  his  vote. 


JOHN  BENNETT,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  aggressive  business  men  of 
Oklahoma  county,  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes,  and  is  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  the  patriotic  part  he  lias  played  in  the  pio- 
neer days  of  this  region.  Many  invaluable  les- 
sons mav  be  gained  by  observing  his  methods 
of  conducting  his  business  affairs,  and  his  exam- 
ple mav  well  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  the  rising 
generation. 

The  life  of  John  Bennett  has  been  far  from 
monotonous,  as  he  has  dwelt  in  different  parts  of 
the  Union,  and  is  familiar  with  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  people  of  many  sections.  II is  birth 
took  place  in  Trenton,  X.  J..  October  24.  1857, 
and,  as  his  father,  Michael  Bennett,  was  engaged 
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in  taking  and  executing  railroad  contracts,  wher- 
ever railroads  were  being  constructed,  his  fam- 
ily accompanied  him.  Sharing  the  vicissitudes 
of  his  father's  fortune,  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood, his  life  being  spent  chiefly  in  the  states  of 
Illinois,  Iowa  and  Kansas.  In  the  excellent  pub- 
lic schools  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  he  obtained  a 
practical  business  education,  and  by  subsequent 
observation  and  experience  has  widened  the  field 
of  his  knowledge. 

While  a member  of  the  parental  household, 
young  Bennett  received  his  first  lessons  in  busi- 
ness, and  for  some  time  was  associated  with  his 
father  in  contract  work  for  railroads.  Ele  later 
accepted  a position  as  foreman  for  another  con- 
tractor, and  while  thus  employed  saved  a por- 
tion of  his  earnings,  with  the  purpose  of  invest- 
ing" it  when  a favorable  opportunity  presented 
itself.  In  1874  he  purchased  a farm  situated  in 
Pottawatomie  county,  Ivans.,  and  for  the  ensuing 
fifteen  years  devoted  his  attention  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  place,  while  at  the  same  time  he  was 
engaged  in  railroad  work.  Meeting  with  the 
success  which  he  deserved,  he  resisted  all  temp- 
tations to  make  a change  of  location,  until,  in 
1891.  the  superior  claims  of  Oklahoma  appealed 
to  him,  and  he  decided  to  cast  in  his  lot  with 
the  people  of  this  favored  territory. 

Naturally,  the  property  which  Mr.  Bennett 
selected  was  chosen  with  a view  to  its  fertility 
and  location  in  the  rich  valley  of  the  North  Ca- 
nadian river,  and.  as  might  be  expected,  he  found 
a disputant  to  his  claim.  Norman  Yowell,  the 
gentleman  in  question,  was  decided  against 
finally  by  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  though 
three  years  of  weary  litigation  had  to  be  passed 
through  first.  In  addition  to  the  quarter-section 
of  land  which  thus  became  Mr.  Bennett's,  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  another  tract  of  almost  two 
hundred  acres,  all  productive,  valuable  property. 
Pie  has  been  especially  successful  in  raising  and 
feeding  cattle,  horses,  mules  and  hogs  for  the 
markets,  his  shipments  being"  mostly  to  Kansas 
Citv.  At  present  he  has  a large  herd  of  cattle 
and  three  hundred  hogs  on  his  farm,  besides 
other  live  stock.  He  has  placed  one  hundred 
and  fiftv-five  acres  under  the  plow,  and  reaps 
a splendid  harvest  of  wheat  each  year.  A well- 
kept  orchard  and  vineyard  usually  bring  a good 
income  to  the  owner,  and  an  abundance  of  tim- 
ber and  pure  water  add  much  to  the  value  of  the 
place.  This  land  is  located  within  what  is 
termed  the  “nine-mile  fiat’' — considered  an  espe- 
ciallv  desirable  part  of  Springer  township,  and, 
indeed,  of  the  whole  North  Canadian  river  bot- 
toms. 

While  living  in  Pottawatomie  county,  Kans., 
Mr.  Bennett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Marv  Obert  of  that  locality,  and  in  all  of  his 
efforts  to  win  a competence  she  has  been  a faith- 
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fill  helpmate,  loyally  sharing  his  sorrows  and 
anxieties.  Both  are  interested  in  whatever 
makes  for  the  welfare  of  their  community,  and 
wherever  they  have  lived  they  have  enjoyed  the 
friendship  and  sincere  respect  of  all  who  knew 
them. 


HERMAN  BACK.  With  the  Opening  of 
Oklahoma  in  1889,  Mr.  Back  came  from 
Reno  county,  Kans.,  and  located  on  his 
claim  in  Grant  township,  near  Kingfisher,  on 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  18,  township  16, 
range  6.  The  ground  was  practically  unim- 
proved, and  necessitated  long  and  arduous 
labor  to  reduce  it  to  a condition  of  utility  and 
resource. 

Mr.  Back  was  born  in  Germany,  near  Alten- 
berg,  where  he  passed  the  earlier  years  of  his 
childhood.  His  father,  Charles  Back,  a farmer, 
came  to  America  in  1867,  and  settled  in  Cincin- 
nati for  a year,  eventually  going  to  Franklin 
county,  Ind.,  where  for  eighteen  years  he  suc- 
cessfully conducted  a farm,  and  attained  to  con- 
siderable prominence  in  the  community.  In  18S1 
he  took  his  family  to  Reno  county,  Ivans.,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death.  September  7th,  iqoo. 
Herman  Back  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm 
in  Franklin  county,  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  With  his  parents,  he  went  to  Reno 
county  in  1881,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
on  a large  scale,  and  bought  considerable  land. 

August  26,  1886,  Mr.  Back  married  Mrs. 
Martha  J.  Jones,  a daughter  of  Henry  Nichols, 
a farmer  of  Ohio,  who  later  moved  to  Iowa, 
where  he  spent  twenty  years.  Bv  her  former 
marriage  Mrs.  Back  had  eight  children,  namely: 
Jennie,  the  wife  of  R.  Kennedy,  who  lives  m the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  country:  Frank  Jones, 
also  a resident  of  the  same  country;  Eldora,  who 
married  Joseph  Back,  and  lives  in  Reno  county, 
Kans.:  Harley:  Charles;  Alda,  who  is  married 
to  H.  J.  Mead,  and  resides  in  Blaine  count}', 
Okla. ; Albert,  and  Carrie  L.  Mrs.  Back  lias 
taken  up  her  father's  soldier  claim  for  her  eight 
children,  and  it  is  now  well-improved  and  valua- 
ble property.  Two  of  her  sons.  Hurley  and 
Charles,  are  members  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  the  territory,  A 1 r.  Back- 
made  arrangements  for  his  family  to  join  him, 
and  they  came  in  the  fall,  and  spent  the  first  win- 
ter in  a dugout.  pending  the  erection  of  his 
house  in  1891.  The  first  fall  he  broke  twentv 
acres  of  prairie  land  and  sowed  the  first  crop 
of  wheat,  and  reaped  the  first  good  crop  in  the 
fall  of  1890.  He  now  has  011c  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  under  cultivation,  devoted  mostly 
to  wheat.  There  is  a good  orchard  of  eight 
acres  upon  which  have  been  planted  one  thou- 


sand trees  of  all  kinds,  and  there  is  a good- 
sized  walnut  grove,  which  yields  a good  harvest 
every  year.  Mr.  Back  has  great  expectations 
of  abundant  fruit  in  the  future,  and  is  making  a 
special  study  of  horticulture.  An  interesting 
departure  from  the  general  run  of  farms  in  the 
territory  is  the  fish  pond,  covering  two  acres, 
and  abundantly  supplied  with  fish  of  all  kinds. 
Mr.  Back  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  has  erected 
all  of  his  own  buildings,  and  as  opportunity 
.offered  has  done  some  work  in  the  line  on  the 
outside.  He  is  a natural  mechanic,  and  this  abil- 
ity has  greatly  aided  in  his  success. 

In  politics  Mr.  Back  is  affiliated  with  the  Pop- 
ulist party,  but  has  never  had  any  political  aspira- 
tions. He  has  an  ideal  farm,  fitted  with  all  mod- 
ern devices,  and  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  members  of  the 
agricultural  fraternity  of  his  township. 


HENRY  BOETTGER.  It  is  truly  a matter 
of  wonder  and  comment  among  his  neigh- 
bors that  Henry  Boettger,  comparatively  a 
few  years  ago  “a  stranger  in  a strange  land," 
without  means  and  influence,  has  so  soon  risen  to 
a position  of  wealth  and  respect  in  the  commu- 
nity. His  record  should  inspire  the  young  with 
a strong-  desire  to  emulate  his  example,  and  his 
children  may  well  be  proud  of  him. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Boettger  were  spent  in 
Germany.  He  was  born  July  21.  1852,  in  Sege- 
borg-Holstein.  On  attaining  his  majority  he 
determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  United 
States,  and  never  has  repented  his  decision.  In 
1S73  he  sailed  for  these  shores,  reaching  Nor- 
folk. Ya.,  January  3,  1874.  He  remained  in  the 
vicinity  of  Norfolk,  where  he  worked  on  a plan- 
tation a short  time  and  then  set  out  for  the  west. 
Fcr  some  time  he  was  employed  on  a farm  situ- 
ated about  twenty-six  miles  from  Chicago,  111., 
after  which  he  went  to  Clinton  county,  Iowa, 
and  for  four  years  was  occupied  as  a farmer.  In 
the  meantime  he  once  was  present  at  a great 
harvesting-  in  Minnesota,  and  in  1878  he  located 
in  Crawford  county.  Iowa,  and  steadily  pursued 
his  accustomed  calling.  At  the  end  of  four  vears' 
residence  there  he  bought  a team  and  embarked 
in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  his  own  account, 
and  for  twelve  years  was  numbered  among  the 
industrious,  painstaking  farmers  of  his  locality. 

In  1894  Mr.  Boettger  came  to  Oklahoma 
county  and  bought  a farm  in  Mustang  town- 
ship, a portion  of  his  present  possessions,  which 
now  comprise  six  hundred  and  forty  acres — an 
entire  section.  In  1900  he  had  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres  in  wheat,  and  each  season 
he  reaps  abundant  harvests.  He  makes  a spe- 
cialty of  raising  Durham,  Shorthorn  and  Polled 
Angus  cattle,  and  Poland-China  swine,  alwavs 
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keeping  large  numbers  of  fine  live  stock  on  his 
place  each  season.  The  homestead  is  well  fenced 
and  is  provided  with  substantial  farm  buildings. 
A large  orchard  and  vineyard  furnish  an  abun- 
dance of  fruits  of  varied  kinds,  and  a large  share 
of  the  needs  of  the  family  are  directly  provided 
for  by  the  products  of  the  farm. 

In  September,  1882.  Air.  Boettger  married 
Sophia  Lutger,  and  to  them  eight  sons  and  a 
daughter  have  been  born,  namely:  Frederick, 
Henry,  August,  Adolph,  Rudolph,  Martin, 
Charles,  William  and  Alvina.  The  last-named 
(lied  of  lockjaw  November  23.  1900.  The  elder 
sons  are  contributing  their  share  toward  the  de- 
velopment of  the  farm  and  all  are  being  afforded 
good  educational  advantages.  Like  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Boettger  is  of  German  ancestry,  though 
she  was  born  in  the  United  States.  Her  father, 
Frederick  Lutger,  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
was  a farmer  of  Crawford  county,  Iowa.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boettger  were  very  frugal  and  industri- 
ous in  their  early  married  life,  and  thus  laid  the 
foundations  of  their  present  wealth.  In  his  polit- 
ical standing  he  is  a Democrat,  while  in  religious 
faith  he  is  a Lutheran. 


SS.  CARRIER.  The  first  to  recognize  the 
possibilities  of  the  town  which  now 
bears  his  name,  Mr.  Carrier  was  also  the 
first  to  cast  his  lot  with  its  progress  and  vicissi- 
tudes, and  has  since  been  one  of  the  most  ardent 
in  promoting  its  welfare  and  foremost  in  devel- 
oping its  resources. 

A native  of  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  county, 
X.  Y.,  Mr.  Carrier  is  a son  of  Jesse  Carrier,  who 
was  born  near  Albany,  X*.  Y..  in  1794,  and  in 
1810  settled  in  Chautauqua  county,  on  the  west 
shore  of  the  lake  of  that  name.  He  was  a cooper 
by  trade  and  a prominent  man  in  the  Methodist 
Church.  In  1848  the  scene  of  his  active  labors 
was  changed  to  Laporte  City.  Iowa,  where  lie 
lived  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  Of  the  ancestry  of  the  Carrier  family 
little  is  definitely  known.  The  great-grandfather 
died  in  the  army  when  bis  son  Amariah  was  a 
small  boy,  and  his  wife  later  married  Enoch  Row- 
ley,  and  of  this  union  there  were  two  children, 
Enoch  and  Pollv.  Of  their  whereabouts  or 
activities  little  is  known.  Amariah  Carrier  mar- 
ried Honer  Hogan,  and  to  this  couple  were  born 
eight  children,  of  whom  Jesse,  the  father  of  S.  S., 
was  the  eldest.  Xext  in  order  came  Robert, 
Rachel,  David.  Henry,  Lucy,  \mariah  and  Sa- 
mantha. The  maternal  grandfather,  Amos  Ho- 
gan, was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and 
served  his  country  for  seven  vears.  1 1 is  brother, 
Amos,  still  lives  in  the  memory  of  our  subject, 
who  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  eight  years  of 
age.  His  wife  had  died  several  years  before,  and 


both  were  buried  on  the  west  shore  of  Chautau- 
qua lake.  They  reared  a family  of  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  who  still  live,  some  of  them 
around  the  beautiful  and  historic  lake. 

Jesse  Carrier,  a successful  cooper,  married 
Polly  Stedman,  a daughter  of  James  Stedman,  of 
whose  ancestry  there  is  no  authentic  account. 
He  had  one  son,  John  Stedman,  who  attained 
some  distinction  as  a Methodist  clergyman,  and 
who  also  served  in  the  war.  Airs.  Carrier's 
mother  was  formerly  Elizabeth  Champlin,  and 
her  grandmother's  maiden  name  was  Gardner, 
whose  father  was  a grandson  of  John  Gardner, 
one  of  the  voyagers  of  the  Mayflower.  To  Air. 
and  Mrs.  Carrier  were  born  thirteen  children, 
viz.:  Daniel,  Lydia,  William,  Solomon,  Candace, 
Alary,  Gilmore,  Richard,  Ezra,  Emily,  John,  Jane 
and  Alelissa.  With  the  exception  of  Alary  and 
Alelissa  all  attained  maturity,  and  three  are  liv- 
ing at  the  present* time.  Airs.  Carrier  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years. 

Until  his  tenth  year  S.  S.  Carrier  lived  on  the 
shores  of  Chautauqua  lake,  and  then  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Crawford  county.  Pa.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  For  thirty-two  years  he 
lived  at  Guy’s  Corners,  ten  miles  east  of  Alead- 
ville,  and  followed  his  trades  of  blacksmith  and 
carpenter.  In  1868  a change  of  location  was 
effected  by  removing  to  Polk  county,  AIo.,  where 
he  bought  a farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  and  went  into  the  stock-raising  business  on 
a large  scale,  buying,  selling  and  feeding  cattle, 
and  owning  as  high  as  two  hundred  head  at  a 
time.  This  particular  line  was  somewhat  broad- 
ened in  1884,  when  he  began  to  raise  horses  and 
mules  in  large  quantities,  from  the  sale  of  which 
he  realized  considerable  profit.  As  in  most  lines 
of  occupation  there  is  a rise  and  fall,  and.  when 
the  mule  and  cattle  market  went  down,  he  sold 
out  and  discontinued  his  cattle  enterprise. 

In  the  spring  of  1894  Air.  Carrier  removed  his 
Tamilv  to  Oklahoma  and  settled  on  the  claim 
which  has  since  been  the  object  of  his  care  and 
solicitude.  The  farm  is  located  on  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  12.  Mr.  Carrier  at  first  built 
houses  for  his  son  and  daughter,  who  had  made 
the  run  with  him  and  settled  on  their  respective 
claims.  In  the  fall  of  181)4  he  began  the  im- 
provement of  his  own  claim,  and  erected  a good 
house  in  the  spring  of  181)5,  and  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  Among  other  improvements  he  set  out  a 
good  orchard,  containing  seventy-five  apple  and 
three  hundred  peach  trees,  and  cherries  and  apri- 
cots in  proportion.  In  addition  to  the  work  on 
his  claim.  Mr.  Carrier  built  all  of  the  houses  in 
the  vicinitv.  as  well  as  the  store,  his  knowledge  of 
carpentering  serving  him  in  good  stead. 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  Air.  Carrier 
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the  postoffice  was  secured  for  this  place  in  1897, 
and,  as  a worthy  tribute  to  the  promoter,  it  was 
named  Carrier  postoffice.  He  was  further  hon- 
ored by  being  appointed  the  first  postmaster  of 
the  place.  I'or  the  first  three  months  of  the  ser- 
vice he  carried  mail  from  Enid  to  Carrier  twice 
a week  gratis.  With  the  organization  and  pro- 
motion of  the  first  Congregational  church  of  the 
plaee  Mr.  Carrier  has  been  closely  identified,  as 
has  also  his  daughter,  in  whose  house  were  or- 
ganized the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  and  the 
Sunday-school. 

In  1842  occurred  the  wedding  of  Mr.  Carrier 
and  Elizabeth  Owen,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  died 
in  1899.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children: 
Ellen,  the  wife  of  E.  S.  Brunson,  of  Bolivar, 
Mo.;  Eugene;  and  Sue,  now  Mrs.  G.  B.  Pope, 
who  came  to  Oklahoma  in  1893  and  settled  on 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  11,  which  she 
has  improved  and  owns.  She  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  church  and  Sunday-school,  a 
trustee  of  the  church,  and  for  a time  president  of 
the  Christian  Endeavor  Societv. 


Rudolph  brueggex.  coming  to  this 

country  when  a boy,  Mr.  Brueggen  was 
entirely  without  means.  However,  he 
readily  obtained  employment,  and  by  frugal  hab- 
its and  judicious  management  of  his  affairs  has 
bettered  his  condition  steadily  until,  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  he  is  classed  among  the  representative 
citizens  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Kingfisher 
county,  where  he  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  highly  improved  farm  land. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
in  1854.  and  is'  a son  of  Bernard  and  Walburga 
(Schrand)  Brueggen.  His  parents  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1883  and  settled  in  East  St. 
Louis,  111.,  where  his  father  died  in  1889,  aged 
seventy  years;  his  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  at  East  St.  Louis.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
now  living,  namely:  William,  of  Cape  Girardeau, 
Mo.;  Bernard,  of  Covington,  Ivv.;  Herman,  who 
lives  in  Kentucky:  Henry,  of  least  St.  Louis;  our 
subject;  and  Anna,  wife  of  Ilenrv  Schafer. 

Rudolph  Brueggen  preceded  his  parents  to 
this  countrv,  coming  in  1874,  when  twenty  years 
old.  He  located  at  least  St.  Louis,  and  engaged 
in  railroad  work  until  1876,  when  lie  removed  to 
Scott  county,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  as  a farm 
hand  for  three  vears.  He  then  rented  land  for 
several  vears,  and  very  successfully  followed  the 
pursuits  of  an  agriculturist.  In  1895  he  came  to 
Oklahoma  and  purchased  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  23,  Harrison  township.  Kingfisher 
countv.  This  property  was  unimproved  at  the 
time  of  his  acquisition,  but  he  has  placed  one 
hundred  acres  under  the  plow,  planted  an  or- 


chard of  goodly  size  and  erected  good  fences. 
In  1896  he  also  built  a good  house  upon  the 
property,  the  dimensions  being  18x24  feet,  and 
in  this  he  has  since  resided.  He  met  with  such 
success  in  the  pursuance  of  his  work  that  he  de- 
cided to  extend  his  operations,  and  in  1897  he 
acquired  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  14, 
which  adjoins  his  home  property  on  the  north. 
In  addition  to  this  he  rents  considerable  land  for 
farming  purposes,  having  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five acres  in  wheat.  He  has  a high  grade 
of  cattle,  numbering  thirty  or  forty  head,  and 
also  keeps  good  horses  and  mules.  He  owns 
stock  in  the  Farmers'  elevator  at  Kingfisher. 

Mr.  Brueggen  was  united  in  marriage  in  1882 
with  Maggie  Kupper,  of  Scott  county,  Iowa.  She 
was  born  in  Iowa,  and  is  a daughter  of  John 
Ilenrv  and  Maggie  (Haniars)  Kupper.  Mr. 
Kupper  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  in  1815, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1849,  settling 
in  Davenport.  Iowa,  where  he  followed  farming 
and  truck  gardening.  He  lived  in  Davenport  for 
a period  of  forty-seven  years,  and  saw  the  growth 
of  the  city  from  its  infancy  to  one  of  the  principal 
cities  of  the  state.  While  in  Iowa  he  married 
Magghe  Hamars.  a native  of  Germany,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children,  as  follows:  George  and 
Henry,  both  of  Davenport;  Maggie,  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Alary,  of  Topeka,  Kans.  Airs. 
Kupper  died  in  Davenport  in  1881,  aged  fifty- 
five  vears,  and  her  husband  now  makes  his  home 
with  Air.  Brueggen.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  five  children:  Ella,  Bernard,  Henry.  Alag- 
gie  K.  and  John  Rudolph.  In  religious  attach- 
ment they  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Air.  Bruegg'en  has  always  taken  a deep  interest 
in  political  affairs,  and  is  a stanch  Democrat. 


THOAIAS  B.  WINNINGHAAI,  who  success- 
fullv  conducts  a furniture  store  and  under- 
taking establishment,  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  El  Reno.  He  was  born 
at  IIollv  Springs.  Aliss.,  August  11,  1862,  and  is 
a son  of  Nathaniel  and  .Mary  Jane  (Bell)  \\  in- 
ningham.  His  grandfather  was  a planter  of 
North  Carolina,  and  had  a son  who  served  in  the 
A lexican  war.  The  family  is  of  English  descent. 
Nathaniel  Winningham  was  born  iit  North  Caro- 
lina, and  was  a graduate  physician.  He  prac- 
ticed medicine  at  Holly  Springs.  Aliss.,  and  for  a 
short  time  was  a surgeon  in  the  Confederate 
annv,  afterward  settling  on  a large  plantation 
near  Holly  Springs  and  continuing  in  practice. 
II is  wife  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  A.  Bell,  a planter  in  North 
Carolina,  l ive  children  blessed  their  home,  of 
whom  four  are  now  living,  as  follows:  1 heodore, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Kansas  C it v,  Alo. ; Thomas  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
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personal  history;  Nathaniel,  who  is  in  partner- 
’.liip  with  our  subject;  and  Mrs.  Annie  \Y.  Pow- 
v !i.  of  Mississippi. 

Thomas  B.  Winningham  lived  near  Hollv 
Springs  until  1869,  when  his  father  located  in  De 
Soto  county,  and  there  he  was  reared  and  re- 
ceived an  education  in  a private  school.  He 
then  attended  the  University  of  Mississippi  at 
< )xford.  In  October,  1882.  he  located  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  entering  the  employ  of  a large  dry- 
goods  firm  as  bookkeeper,  and  remained  there 
for  a few  years.  He  then  went  into  the  retail 
furniture  business,  having  charge  of  the  office  of 
Robert  Keith,  and  in  1S86  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  in  Kansas  City.  April  22,  1889, 
he  came  to  Oklahoma  City,  located  a lot  on 
Grand  avenue,  and  built  a store,  engaging  in  the 
hardware  business.  Two  years  later  he  sold  out 
and  moved  to  Chickasha,  where  he  followed  the 
furniture  business  until  the  opening  of  the  strip 
in  1893,  when  he  located  at  Newkirk.  He  bought 
lots  and  spent  about  one  year  there,  but  in  1894 
came  to  El  Reno,  where  he  started  in  the  furni- 
ture business  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  B.  Win- 
ningham  & Co.  Later  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  Winningham  & Brother.  The  busi- 
ness was  first  conducted  on  Bickford  street,  then 
at  No.  2 Rock  Island  avenue,  and  now  again  on 
Bickford  street.  The  dimensions  of  the  store 
are  25x120  feet.  He  carries  a large  stock  of  fur- 
niture and  has  a large  business  in  undertaking. 
He  learned  embalming  in  the  Champion  School 
of  Embalming. 

In  Oklahoma  City  Mr.  Winningham  married 
Gertrude  Simmons,  who  was  born  in  Georgia 
and  is  a daughter  of  R.  R.  Simmons,  deceased, 
who  is  a merchant  of  that  state.  Three  children 
bless  their  home:  Mary,  Thomas  B..  Jr.,  and 
Ralph.  Religiously  Mrs.  Winningham  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  is  a charter  member  of  the  El  Reno 
Club,  and  is  connected  with  the  Oklahoma 
Funeral  Directors'  Association. 


SAMUEL  CROXTON.  When  first  heard  of 
in  America,  the  Croxton  family  were  living 
in  Pennsylvania,  having  arrived  in  the  coun- 
try with  William  Penn.  They  were  Quakers, 
and,  without  exception,  people  of  deep  religious 
conviction.  The  relative  of  whom  there  is  the 
earliest  distinct  remembrance  is  the  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Croxton.  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  dawn  of  the  century, 
in  i8c6,  when  but  twelve  vears  of  age.  lie  crossed 
the  dividing  river  into  Ohio,  and  settled  on  gov- 
ernment timber  land  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
river.  In  keeping  with  the  primitive  conditions 
and  scant  necessities,  he  owned  in  time  and 
operated  Croxton’s  ferry,  which  eonveved  the 


567 

pioneers  between  Ohio  and  Virginia.  A tavern 
also  was  conducted  under  his  able  management, 
and  was  known  as  Croxton’s  Tavern.  At  the 
same  time  the  owner  thereof  was  busily  engaged 
in  farming  his  government  land,  and  in  this  wise 
his  days  of  usefulness  slipped  by,  and  he  died 
at  an  advanced  age,  amid  the  surroundings  of 
his  youth. 

The  ferryman’s  son,  Samuel  Croxton,  Sr., 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  shores  of  the  Ohio, 
and  his  life  was  spent  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  After 
removing  to  Seneca  county,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  milling,  which  occupations  were  fol- 
lowed during  the  rest  of  his  active  life.  He 
attained  considerable  prominence  in  the  com- 
munity, especially,  in  political  matters, and  served 
as  constable  for  several  years.  He  died  during 
the  Civil  war,  in  1863.  His  old  home  had  been 
the  scene  of  many  daring  adventures,  for  the 
Indians  still  claimed  the  land  as  their  own,  and 
were  intolerant  of  the  invasion  of  the  pale-faces. 
Often  had  he  taken  Adam  Poe  over  the  river  in 
his  father’s  ferry. 

The  mother  of  Samuel  Croxton,  Jr.-,  Eliza 
Ward,  died  in  Ohio  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years.  She  was  the  devoted  mother 
of  twelve  children,  three  of  whom  are  living, 
her  son  Samuel  being  the  only  one  in  Oklahoma. 
The  early  d ays  of  Samuel  Croxton  were  passed 
in  Seneca  county.  Ohio.  He  was  favored  with  un- 
usually good  educational  advantages  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  at  Antioch  College,  Greene 
county,  where  he  was  a student  under  Horace 
Mann.  He  was  a conscientious  seeker  after 
knowledge,  and  as  soon  as  opportunity  offered 
began  to  teach  school,  at  the  early  age  of  seven- 
teen. His  teaching  was  conducted  in  four  dif- 
ferent states,  and  covered  a period  of  twenty- 
eight  terms.  \\  hen  about  to  return  to  his  home, 
he  enlisted  on  the  way  at  Springfield,  111.,  in 
Barker’s  Dragoons,  from  Chicago,  and  after  a 
short  time  of  service  was  discharged  and  sent 
back  to  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1S61  he  re-enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  and 
served  two  years,  then  veteranized  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Front  the  rank  of 
sergeant  he  rose  to  that  of  lieutenant.  He  was 
with  Sherman  in  his  memorable  march  to  the 
sea.  and  participated  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington.  Thrice  wounded,  at  Gettvsburg, 
Chancellorsville,  and  Cedar  Mountain.  Va.,  he 
recovered  each  time.  He  was  also  captured 
while  doing  hospital  duty,  but  released  as  a sur- 
geon, and  eventually  discharged  from  the  service 
July  25.  1865,  at  Louisville,  Kv. 

Subsequentlv  Mr.  Croxton  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  at  Palestine,  fnd.,  for  eighteen 
years,  varying  his  occupation  in  that  line  with 
occasional  school-teaching  and  general  farming. 
In  1887  lie  went  to  Barber  county,  Kaus.,  where 
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he  bought  a farm,  and  upon  which  he  lived  until 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  In  July  of  1889  he 
settled  on  his  claim  near  Kingfisher,  quarter 
section  18,  township  16,  range  6,  Grant  town- 
ship, in  recognition  of  his  soldier's  declaration. 
At  the  present  time  one  hundred  and  ten  acres 
have  been  put  under  the  plow,  and  tnc  land  is 
largely  devoted  to  wheat.  There  is  also  a fine 
orchard  and  a small  vineyard.  A specialty  is 
made  of  raising  fine  cattle  and  horses. 

Mrs.  Croxton  was  formerly  Mrs.  C.  R.  Mayer, 
a native  of  Ohio,  and  to  this  couple  have  been 
born  three  children.  Plorace  L.  is  in  Kansas 
City;  Alvyn  L.  is  an  electrical  engineer  in  the 
United  States  navy,  and  is  stationed  at  Bremer- 
ton, Puget  Sound;  he  placed  the  electrical  ap- 
paratus in  the  warships  Baltimore  and  Olvmpia, 
before  they  sailed  away  to  sink  the  Spanish  fleet. 
He  married  Miss  Chloe  Kennedy,  of  Michigan; 
Harry  E.  is  a sugar  chemist,  now  employed  by  a 
large  sugar  concern  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Croxton  is  a believer  in  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  held  several  local 
offices,  including  that  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  is  a member  of  Post  No.  2,  G.  A.  R..  at 
Kingfisher. 


EORGE  W.  CAMPBELL.  As  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Oklahoma,  the  subject  of  this 
article  is  entitled  to  an  honored  place  in 
her  history.  Possessing  the  sturdy  determina- 
tion and  upright  qualities  of  his  Scotch  ances- 
tors, he  has  forged  his  way  to  the  front  ranks  of 
agriculturists  in  this  region  and  enjoys  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him.  From  the  same 
sterling  forefathers,  doubtless,  he  inherited  the 
patriotic  ardor  and  stern  regard  for  dutv  which 
has  characterized  his  life  and  made  him  the  trulv 
desirable  citizen  that  he  would  be  in  any  com- 
munity. 

Coming  to  a land  where  they  believed  that 
“freedom  to  worship  God  according-  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  conscience."  our  subject's  great- 
grandparents  (on  the  paternal  side)  sailed  for 
America  considerably  more  than  a century  ago. 
Their  son,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  ship  during  the  long,  tedious  vox- 
age,  and  at  a period  subsequent  to  the  familv’s 
arrival  in  this  country  the  great  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution was  entered  upon,  and  Mr.  Campbell, 
who  had  so  lately  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  col- 
onists here,  fought  in  defense  of  their  principles. 
The  grandparents  of  George  \V.  resided  in  Ala- 
bama for  some  years,  but  about  seventy  \ cars 
ago  removed  to  the  frontier- M issouri,  and  their 
descendants  have  since  been  identified  with  the 
then  far  west. 

John  II.,  father  of  George  \V.  Campbeli,  was 
a native  of  Alabama,  but  from  1830  until  his 


death,  fifty-three  years  later,  he  was  numbered 
among  Missouri’s  leading  farmers  and  dealers  in 
live  stock.  He  commanded  the  esteem  of  a large 
circle  of  friends,  and  held  numerous  local  of- 
fices, giving  his  political  support  to  the  Repub- 
lican party.  His  death,  in  1883,  was  a blow  to  his 
community,  for  he  had  been  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  all  worthy  enterprises  and  ever  used 
his  influence  for  the  right.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Annie  Wilkerson,  and  thirteen 
children  constituted  their  happy  family. 

The  birth  of  George  W.  Campbell  occurred  in 
Johnson  county,  Mo.,  May  19,  1857,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home  he  obtained  a good  educa- 
tion. In  the  spring  of  1879  went  to  California, 
where  he  remained  about  four  years,  occupied  in 
managing  a ranch  at  a point  about  twenty  miles 
north  of  Sacramento  City.  In  1883  he  returned 
to  Missouri  and  gave  his  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  old  homestead  for  six  years.  In 
the  autumn  of  1889  he  came  to  Oklahoma  county 
and  purchased  a farm  in  Council  Grove  town- 
ship. His  family  joined  him  in  the  following 
spring,  and  for  eight  years  he  industriously  car- 
ried on  the  work  of  improvement  and  the  tilling 
of  the  soil.  In  1898,  when  a favorable  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself,  he  sold  the  homestead 
and  purchased  the  Stephen  Howard  farm,  on 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  12.  Oklahoma 
township.  He  keeps  a good  grade  of  horses  and 
other  live  stock,  and  is  improving  the  farm  as 
rapidly  as  his  means  permit.  In  political  creed 
he  is  a stalwart  Republican. 

In  all  of  his  cares  and  joys  Mr.  Campbell  finds 
a true  helpmate  in  his  estimable  wife,  formerly 
Cynthia  E.  Carter.  Their  marriage  took  place 
in  Johnson  county.  Mo.,  in  1886.  She  was  born 
in  Missouri,  and  is  a daughter  of  Robert  M. 
Carter,  who  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  western  state.  Five 
children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  wife, 
namely:  Mark,  Ollie,  Nora,  Clinton  and  James 
YU,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 


WILLIAM  R.  BERRY.  The  ancestry  of 
the  Berry  family  is  Welsh,  the  great- 
grandfather of  William  R.  having  come 
from  Wales  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  Vir- 
ginia. There  the  grandfather,  Peter,  was  born, 
and  his  son,  J.  H..  who  became  the  father  of  Wil- 
liam R.  His  mother  was  formerly  Rebecca  Dy- 
er ley. 

In  1838.  when  William  R.  Berry  was  two  vears 
old,  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  what  was 
then  Macon  (now  Putnam)  county.  Mo.  There 
he  grew  to  manhood,  and  received  a fair  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  as  well  as  excellent 
training  as  to  the  best  way  of  managing  a farm. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  received  a teacher’s 
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certificate,  but  did  not  avail  himself  of  the  privi- 
lege. With  commendable  ambition,  he  decided 
to  adopt  the  profession  of  the  law  as  a means  of 
livelihood,  but  his  plans  were  frustrated  by  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  For  about  six  months 
lie  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  was  at 
Springfield  August  io,  1861,  and  at  Lexington. 
Soon  after  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  he  was 
commissioned  captain. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Berry  followed  the  tide  of 
emigration  westward,  driving  five  ox-teams  to 
California,  where  he  worked  in  the  mines  of 
that  state  and  Oregon.  During  the  five  years 
of  this  life  he  was  fairly  successful,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  returned  to  Missouri  on  horse- 
back, the  journey  consuming  three  months. 
With  the  money  made  out  of  his  mining  venture 
Mr.  Berry  purchased  a steam  mill,  which  he 
located  in  Putnam  county,  and  which  he  ran 
about  fifteen  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  went 
into  a mercantile  business.  At  the  end  of  five 
years  about  all  he  had  gained  from  the  deal  was  a 
variegated  assortment  of  experience,  the  other 
men  having  collected  the  money.  He  next  went 
to  Seward  county,  Ivans.,  where  he  remained  for 
six  months,  going  thence  to  Garden  City,  that 
state,  and  taking  up  a homestead  in  Finney 
county,  upon  which  he  successfully  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  for  six  years. 

In  1893  Vr.  Berry  made  the  run  on  the  terri- 
tory, and  located  upon  the  claim  where  he  has 
since  lived.  The  land  is  now  well  improved,  and 
a grove  has  been  set  out  and  an  orchard,  and  a 
good  house  erected.  In  politics  Mr.  Berry  is-  a 
Democrat,  and  while  living  in  Putnam  county. 
Mo.,  served  as  county  judge  for  one  year.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  look  into  the  matter  of  ap- 
propriations and  general  expenditures.  He 
wielded  a considerable  influence  while  holding 
this  position,  and  introduced  several  bills  which 
have  become  laws. 

Mr.  Bern-  married  Mary  E.  Petty,  of  Put- 
nam county,  a daughter  of  J.  J.  and  M.  J 
(Piper)  Petty.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  have 
been  born  four  children,  viz.:  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Thies.  of  Enid,  who  has  one  child;  Elpha.  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Hudson,  of  Enid;  Olivette  and  Don  C. 


DAVID1  DOUGLAS.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Oklahoma  City 
none  is  more  deserving  of  representation 
in  this  volume  than  David  Douglas,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  architects  and  superintendents 
of  construction  in  the  territory.  His  keen  dis- 
crimination. unflagging  industry  and  resolute 
purpose  are  numbered  among  his  salient  char- 
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acteristics,  and  thus  he  has  won  that  prosperity 
which  is  the  merited  reward  of  honest  effort. 

Mr.  Douglas  was  born  in  Dundee,  Scotland, 
July  11,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Isabelle 
(Campbell)  Douglas,  also  natives  of  that  coun- 
try. Elis  paternal  grandfather,  Alexander  Doug- 
las, was  a clock  manufacturer,  making  all  the 
parts  of  a clock  by  hand-work.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Maj.  Duncan  Campbell,  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  English  army.  All  his  family  were  in 
the  military  service,  and  he  had  one  son  who 
was  a soldier  in  the  Crimean  war.  Our  subject 
comes  of  distinguished  ancestry,  being  able  to 
trace  his  descent  from  Black- Douglas. 

In  1850  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  New  York,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  business  as  a watchmaker 
and  jeweler  until  called  from  this  life  in  1884,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  The  mother  died  in 
1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Both  were  earn- 
est members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
their  family  were  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are 
still  living,  our  subject  being  next  to  the  young- 
est. His  onlv  brother,  Alexander,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry  during  the  Civil  war.  He  is  now  a 
resident  of  Greensburg,  Ivans.,  and  has  served  as 
probate  judge  of  Kiowa  county  for  the  past 
twelve  years. 

David  Douglas  was  only  two  and  a half  years 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  America,  the 
vovage  being  made  in  a sailing  vessel  and  con- 
suming between  two  and  three  months.  After 
a few  years  spent  in  New  York  City  they  re- 
moved to  Brooklyn,  where  his  father  opened  a 
store.  Our  subject  was  principally  reared  on 
Brooklyn  Heights,  and  his  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  In 
early  life  he  assisted  his  father  in  business  and 
also  made  models.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
entered  Cooper's  Institute,  New  York  City, 
where  he  studied  architecture,  thus  becoming 
well  fitted  for  his  chosen  profession.  Subse- 
quently he  was  in  the  employ  of  his  brother,  a 
large  contractor  in  Brooklyn  and  New  \ ork 
Citv,  with  whom  he  remained,  four  years. 

In  1882  Mr.  Douglas  came  west  and  first  lo- 
cated in  Wichita.  Ivans.,  where  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  for  about  three  years,  and  then 
went  to  Greensburg.  Kiowa  county,  the  same 
state,  which  place  at  that  time  was  only  three 
months  old.  He  engaged  in  business  there  as  a 
contractor  and  builder  two  years  and  as  an  ar- 
chitect one  year.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Ogden, 
Utah,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  for  one 
year,  and  in  1890  went  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  just 
after  the  great  fire,  and  remained  there  as  an 
architect  for  sixteen  months.  On  account  of  the 
damp  climate  he  returned  east,  and  was  an  archi- 
tect at  Trenton,  Mo.,  until  coming  to  Oklahoma 
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City  in  March,  1893.  Here  he  has  done  an  ex- 
tensive business,  making'  the  plans  for  all  four 
sclvoolhouses.  Advents'  Sanitarium,  high  school, 
city  building,  the  B.  & M.  building,  and  many  of 
the  best  business  blocks  and  some  of  the  finest 
residences.  He  also  made  the  plans  for  the  city- 
schools  at  Stillwater,  Xorman,  Yukon,  two  at 
Edmond,  and  the  Normal  School  at  Edmond, 
also  the  Colored  Normal  School  at  Langston. 
He  was  not  only  the  architect  of  these,  but  also 
superintendent  of  construction. 

In  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  Mr.  Douglas  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  M.  Birney,  a native 
of  New  York  City,  and  a daughter  of  Alfred 
Birney.  She  was  educated  at  a convent  in  the 
metropolis.  They  have  a pleasant  home  at  Xo. 
425  West  Sixth  street,  Oklahoma.  Politically 
Mr.  Douglas  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party  and  socially  affiliates  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. He  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  now  serving  as 
elder.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  his  town,  encouraging  and  finan- 
cially aiding  all  enterprises  tending  to  benefit 
the  public,  and  enjoys,  in  a high  degree,  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men. 


I ACOB  H.  DAYIS.  As  a blacksmith  and 
J farmer,  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
14,  township  22,  range  5 west,  Mr.  Davis 
has  been  able  to  realize  many  of  his  expectations 
in  regard  to  life  in  Garfield  county.  In  company 
with  many  others,  he  began  here  at  the  bottom 
round  of  the  ladder,  and  his  success  is  attribu- 
table solely  to  his  own  unaided  efforts.  Septem- 
ber 16,  1893,  he  made  the  run  from  the  south 
line,  and  located  on  his  claim,  and  the  first  six 
weeks  were  spent  under  rather  novel  quarters. 
He  purchased  a cart,  over  the  shafts  of  which  he 
spread  a blanket,  which  served  as  a roof,  and  on 
the  ground  below  was  spread  another  blanket, 
which  filled  all  the  requirements  of  a bed.  This 
served  as  a residence  pending  the  erection  of  a 
hut.  which  he  put  up  in  the  fall,  and  which  was 
10x12  feet  in  dimensions. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  in  Kentucky  April  18, 
i860,  and  is  a son  of  John  M.  and  Eveline 
(Grimes')  Davis.  In  the  fall  of  i860  his  parents 
moved  to  Appanoose  county,  Iowa,  where  they 
rented  land  and  lived  until  tiie  fall  of  1878. 
They  then  took  up  their  residence  in  Ottawa 
county,  Ivans.,  where  they  still  live,  the  happy 
possessors  of  a well-kept  and  remunerative  farm. 
Mr.  Davis  received  a fair  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  lived  with  his  father  until  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  As  an  independent 
venture  he  rented  some  land,  which  did  not  come 
up  to  expectations,  in  < Htawa  county,  Ivans.,  and 


so  started  in  to  work  by  the  month.  In  1888  he 
undertook  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  serv- 
ing his  apprenticeship  at  Fort  Scott,  in  the  shop 
of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad,  receiving  for 
compensation  $45  a month.  In  1893  he  severed 
his  connection  with  the  railroad  company,  and 
on  September  16  of  the  same  year  made  the  run 
from  the  south  line  of  Oklahoma  and  located 
upon  the  claim  which  is  now  his  home.  In  March 
of  1894,  at  Lindsey,  Ivans.,  Mr.  Davis  married 
Eva  Huntsinger,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  and 
is  a daughter  of  A.  A.  and  Julia  (Avery)  Hunt- 
singer.  She  was  taken  to  Ottawa  county,  Ivans., 
by  her  parents  when  only  six  months  old,  and 
there  received  excellent  educational  advantages, 
culminating  her  study  in  the  public  schools  by 
attendance  at  the  normal  school,  and  began  to 
teach  school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Her 
parents  are  still  living  at  Ottawa  county.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren: Warren  Elmo,  who  was  born  October  6, 
1895,  and  lrl  Dakota,  born  January  5,  1898. 

On  his  claim  in  the  territory  Mr.  Davis  has 
made  great  improvements,  and  has  a three-acre 
orchard,  in  which  are  planted  one  thousand  four 
hundred  peach  trees  and  other  fruits  in  propor- 
tion. There  are  a hundred  apple  trees  and 
a large  number  of  grape  vines.  I11  con- 
nection with  his  farming  interests  Mr.  Davis 
still  continues  to  work  at  his  trade,  and 
has  erected  a shop  on  his  farm.  In  politics 
he  is  a Republican,  and  voted  for  Blaine  in 
1884.  I'1  local  politics  he  has  been  quite  active, 

and  has  served  as  a delegate  bo  various  conven- 
tions. He  has  also  served  as  school  director. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Ancient 
Order  United  Workmen,  at  Fort  Scott. 


T ASOX  L.  CHANDLER.  Previous  to  lo- 
J eating  on  his  claim  in  Garfield  county,  Mr. 

Chandler  led  a somewhat  changeful  life,  his 
various  occupations  taking  him  into  several  parts 
of  the  country.  A native  of  Dodge  county,  Wis., 
he  was  born  December  4.  1S3S,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Aurilla  (Hollister)  Chandler.  Until 
his  nineteenth  year  he  lived  on  his  father’s  farm, 
and  his  life  was  not  unlike  that  of  other  country- 
reared  boys.  He  received  a fair  common-school 
education,  and  in  later  life  learned  much  from 
observation  and  study.  About  1837  he  decided 
to  be  independent,  and  located  near  Emporia. 
Ivans.,  remaining  there  until  i860,  when  lie  went 
to  Colorado  and  settled  in  Center  City  and  en- 
gaged in  mining  for  about  three  years.  . 

Upon  returning  to  Wisconsin  Mr.  Chandler 
remained  until  18614,  when  he  again  sought  the 
larger  possibilities  of  the  west,  and  engaged  in 
mining  in  Montana.  This  venture  proved  to 
have  been  a wise  one,  for  in  sixteen  months  he 
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cleared  $10,000.  He  then  returned  to  Wiscon- 
sin on  account  of  his  mother’s  health.  While 
there  he  married  Susan  Ribble,  and  then  went  to 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  brick- 
making,  but  after  a trial  of  three  years  decided 
that  the  experience  had  not  been  successful.  He 
then  went  to  Chicago  and  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  of  his  brother,  who  was  a contractor  in  that 
city.  At  the  same  time  the  fortunes  of  the  fam- 
ily were  improved  by  the  bakery  and  confection- 
ery business  conducted  by  his  wife.  They  did 
fairly  well,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years  he  went 
to  Omro,  Wis.,  and  worked  for  a lumber  com- 
pany for  about  two  years.  Thence  he  went  to 
the  northern  peninsula  of  Michigan,  and  after  a 
few  years  started  a lumber  yard  at  Coldwater. 
This  proved  to  be  satisfactory  and  he  remained 
there  for  three  years. 

April  22,  1889,  Mr.  Chandler  made  the  run  to 
the  territory  and  settled  in  Kingfisher,  where  he 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  assisted  in 
the  erection  of  many  important  buildings.  He 
was  the  first  man  to  get  on  top  of  the  big  mill, 
and  worked  on  the  hotel  and  opera  house. 

In  1893  Mr.  Chandler  located  upon  a claim  in 
Garfield  county,  upon  which  he  instituted  va- 
rious substantial  improvements  and  planted  out 
a good  orchard.  At  this  w'riting  he  makes  his 
home  in  Enid.  I11  politics  Mr.  Chandler  is  a 
Republican,  but  not  an  office-seeker.  During  his 
residence  in  Kansas  he  was  nominated  for 
sheriff,  but  lost  the  election  bv  six  votes.  To 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Chandler  have  been  born  three 
children,  viz.:  Edgar  Dell,  a dentist  at  Calumet, 
Mich.,  and  a graduate  of  the  Chicago  Dental 
Surgery  College,  of  the  class  of  1899:  Lottie  E., 
who  is  a teacher  at  Bakersfield,  Cal.:  and  Caro- 
line. the  wife  of  H.  C.  Clampett. 


CD.  ARNOLD,  M.  D.  Not  alone  among 

1 the  citizens  of  El  Reno,  his  home  city, but 

throughout  the  entire  territory  of  Okla- 
homa, Dr.  Arnold  is  well  and  favorably  'mown  as 
a physician.  His  identification  with  the  history 
of  ( >klahoma  dates  from  high  noon  on  the  22nd 
of  April,  1889,  when  he  arrived  at  Kingfisher. 
During  the  two  succeeding  years  he  conducted 
a general  practice  and  a drug  store  in  that  place. 
In  1890  he  was  local  surgeon  for  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  & Pacific  Railroad,  and  for  a time 
citizen-physician  to  the  company  of  United  States 
regulars  stationed  there.  In  April,  iSqi,  he  came 
to  h.l  Reno,  of  which  place  he  has  since  been  a 
citizen  and  leading  physician.  I11  March,  1894, 
Gov.  \V.  R.  Renfrow  appointed  him  territorial 
superintendent  of  public  health,  to  fill  the  unex- 
pired term  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Overstreet  (resigned). 

1 lie  following  vear  he  was  reappointed  for  the 
full  term  of  two  years,  after  the  expiration  of 
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which  he  was  reappointed  for  another  term. 
Knowing  that  the  incoming  administration 
would  naturally  desire  territorial  officials  of  its 
own  party  and  selection,  he  sent  his  resignation 
to  Governor  Barnes  early  in  April.  1897,  sub- 
ject to  his  pleasure.  The  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted the  latter  part  of  the  following  August. 

During  the  second  administration  of  President 
Cleveland.  Dr.  Arnold  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  United  States  pension  surgeons,  and 
for  some  years  has  acted  as  medical  examiner 
for  a number  of  life  insurance  companies.  When 
the  Oklahoma  Territorial  Medical  Association 
was  organized  in  1893,  he  was  elected  its  first 
secretary,  and  in  the  following  year  was  re- 
elected, and  in- 1 896  was  chosen  the  fourth  presi- 
dent of  the  society.  During  the  same  year  he 
became  a member  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association.  He  is  a member  ot  the 
American  Medical  Association  and  the  American 
Association  of  Life  Insurance  Examining  Sur- 
geons. It  has  been  his  aim  to  keep  in  touch  with 
organizations  calculated  to  advance  him  in  his 
professional  knowledge,  and  at  the  same  time 
he  has  been  a reader  of  all  obtainable  advanced 
medical  literature. 

Born  in  Hardin  county,  Kv.,  in  1845,  Dr.  Ar- 
nold received  his  education,  primarily,  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  community,  and  subse- 
quently in  Cecilian  College,  at  Cecilian,  Ivy., 
and  Salem  College,  at  Garnettsville,  Kv.  He 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  1867,  under 
his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  William  Mfadderra,  but. 
lacking  money  to  pay  expenses  of  two  years  in  a 
medical  college,  he  became  a candidate  for  the 
office  of  county  surveyor,  to  which  he  was 
elected.  This  and  other  efforts  enabled  him 
later  to  continue  his  medical  studies  under  Dr. 
C.  Z.  And  of  Cecilian,  Kv.,  as  preceptor.  He 
graduated  with  honorable  mention  for  general 
proficiency,  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Louisville,  Louisville,  Ivy.,  in  1876. 
He  practiced  medicine  in  his  native  countv,  also 
at  Pine  Level.  Ala.,  and  Big  Spring,  Kv.  From 
the  latter  place  he  came  to  Oklahoma  at  the 
opening  of  the  territory,  and  since  then  his  life 
history  has  been  identified  with  the  growth  and 
progress  of  this  thriving  country. 

Dr.  Arnold  was  fourth  in  a familv  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  those  besides 
himself  being  as  follows:  Mrs.  E.  J.  Richardson, 
of  White  Mills.  Kv.;  W.  T.  Arnold,  of  Calhoun, 
Ky.:  Mrs.  Adaline  Moseley,  of  Louisville,  Kv.: 
W.  P.  Arnold,  of  Nacogdoches,  Tex.;  and  T. 
G.  Arnold,  erf  Beeville,  Tex.,  who  received  the 
degrees  of  A.  B.,  LL.  B.  (1890),  and  LL.  U 
(1891),  from  Columbian  Universitv.  Dr.  Ar- 
nold's grandfather,  Richard  Arnold,  came  from 
England,  and  early  in  the  last  centurv  died  near 
what  is  now  Glenvillc,  Gilmer  countv,  W.  Va. 
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Richard’s  son,  John  C\,  was  born  in  Rocking- 
ham county,  Ya.,  in  1812,  and  in  1837  migrated 
•to  Hardin  county,  I\y.,  where  he  married  Lu- 
cretia  Morrison  in  1839.  He  .died  at  the  old 
homestead  in  1865;  his  wife,  who  was  born  in 
Hardin  county,  Ivy.,  in  1818.  died  in  1852. 

The  paternal  grandmother  of  Dr.  Arnold  was 
Mar>-  (Davis)  Arnold.  His  maternal  grand- 
mother, Elizabeth,  was  born  in  her  father's  In- 
dian fort  or  blockhouse  (where  Elizabethtown, 
Kv.,  now  stands),  in  1791  and  died  in  1868.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  Hav- 
craft.  Samuel’s  father,  James, was  the  son  of  Cap- 
tain Hayfcraft.who  commanded  an  English  vessel 
that  landed  at  one  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  in 
1740.  The  Haycrafts  originated  in  Wales. 
James  Haycraft  and  his  wife  died  in  early  life, 
leaving  three  sons,  Samuel,  Joshua  and  James, 
who  were  reared  by  Colonel  Neville,  a wealthy 
Virginian.  The  three  brothers  joined  the  Amer- 
ican army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
served  until  the  winter  of  1779-80,  when  they 
migrated  to  what  is  now  Elizabethtown,  Hardin 
county,  Ky.  They  were  among  the  very  first 
settlers  in  all  that  portion  of  the  district  of  Ken- 
tucky. On  their  way  from  Virginia  they  met  a 
family  also  going  to  Kentucky,  having  moved 
from  Pennsylvania.  A daughter  of  this  family, 
Margaret  Van  Meter,  and  Samuel  Haycraft  mar- 
ried at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  he  wearing  his  soldier’s 
uniform  at  the  wedding.  From  Pittsburg  they 
all  continued  together  to  Kentucky.  In  the 
spring  of  1780  Samuel  Haycraft  located  land 
where  a part  of  Elizabethtown  now  stands. 
There  he  built  a log  fort  to  protect  them  against 
the  Indians.  He  named  his  place  Cave  Spring, - 
and  as  such  it  is  known  to-day.  He  served  his 
county  of  Hardin  (then  as  large  as  the  state  of 
Delaware)  as  sheriff,  judge  of  the  court  of  quar- 
terly sessions,  assistant  judge  of  the  first  circuit 
court  in  the  county,  member  of  the  state’s  gen- 
eral assembly  in  1S01  and  1809,  and  delegate  to 
the  first  state  constitutional  convention  at  Dan- 
ville, Ky.,  in  1792.  Of  his  wife’s  family,  the  Van 
Meters,  there  are  to-day  numerous  representa- 
tives in  Kentucky,  Missouri  and  Illinois. 

Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.,  brother  of  Elizabeth 
Morrison,  was  born  in  his  father’s  fort  at  Cave 
Spring  in  1795,  and  died  in  1880.  within  one- 
half  mile  of  the  place  where  he  was  born,  hav- 
ing spent  his  eighty-five  years  of  life  on  the' land 
his  father  had  located  in  17S0.  In  1818  lie  mar- 
ried Sarah  Brown  Helm.  He  was  clerk  of  the 
county  and  circuit  courts  of  Hardin  county  from 
1816  to  1857,  and  from  1858  to  1S60  served  as 
state  senator. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  Dr.  Arnold  was 
Tsaac  Morrison,  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1785. 
His  father,  David  Morrison,  was  a captain  in  the 
American  army  from  1776  until  17S3.  Soon  after 


the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  settled 
in  what  later  became  known  as  Hardin  county, 
Ivy.,  establishing  his  home  in  a valley  near 
Nolynn  Creek,  where  he  died  early  in  the  last 
century.  His  son,  Isaac,  soon  after  his  father's 
death,  settled  on  other  land  near  bv,  where  he 
died  in  1862,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Dr.  Arnold  married  Maggie  A.  Kerfoot, 
daughter  of  John  S.  Kerfoot,  of  Long  Grove, 
Ky.,  now  of  El  Reno,  Okla.  He  has  one  child, 
Miss  Lula  Arnold,  aged  twenty  years. 


BR.  ELLIOTT.  Although  a resident  of  his 
# present  community  only  since  September, 
1897,  nevertheless  Mr.  Elliott  should  be 
classed  among  the  substantial  and  progressive 
farmers  of  Oklahoma  county.  He  was  born  in 
Pulaski  county.  Mo.,  and  is  a son  of  Archie  El- 
liott, who  was  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  who 
died  in  1854.  Archie  Elliott  received  his  early 
schooling  in  his  native  town,  and  for  many  years 
taught  school.  By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Randolph  he  had  three  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  practically  reared  in  [Mis- 
souri, and  when  a youth  of  eighteen  years  en- 
tered the  Confederate  army,  being  in  the  Tenth 
Missouri  Infantry.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1863,  he 
was  taken  a prisoner  at  Helena,  Ark.,  and  for 
eight  months  was  confined  in  the  prison  at  Alton, 
111.,  and  for  a year  at  Fort  Delaware.  At  the 
time  of  his  capture  he  was  sergeant.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  he  spent  a year  in  Missouri,  after 
which  he  went  to  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  where  he 
followed  stock-raising  and  farming,  but  in  Sep- 
tember, 1897,  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
is  located  two  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of 
Oklahoma  City.  He  has  an  orchard  containing 
one  thousand  and  twenty  apple  trees,  five  hun- 
dred peach  trees  and  a large  number  of  cherry 
and  pear  trees:  also  a vineyard  of  three  and  one- 
half  acres,  and  all  kinds  of  small  berries,  which 
he  markets.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  to  a large  extent,  but  makes  a 
specialty  of  raising  small  fruit  and  garden  truck. 
His  farm  is  constantly  undergoing  improve- 
ments, and  is  one  of  the  best  in  Oklahoma  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Elliott  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Harriett  R.  Cate,  a native  of  Texas,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  who  were  named 
as  follows:  Carroll  R.,  who  resides  in  Eort 
Worth,  Tex.;  Belle,  the  wife  of  M.  W.  Hoven- 
kamp;  John  B.,  a stenographer,  residing  at  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.;  Mittie,  the  wife  of  Adolphus  War- 
ren: Joseph  11.;  May;  Frank  and  Earl.  While 
residing  in  Texas  Mr.  Elliott  served  from  1876 
to  1882  as  deputy  sheriff,  and  during  that  period 
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he  had  many  an  exciting  chase  after  criminals. 
He  was  put  in  office  by  the  Democrats,  and  has 
always  been  a member  of  that  party.  Religiously 
lie  is  deacon  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  his  family  are  also  members. 
Me  is  a member  of  Oklahoma  Lodge  No.  3, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  has  served  as  high  priest  in 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  is  a policy 
holder  in  the  Mutual  Benefit  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Texas. 


DWARD  B.  FAIRCHILD.  The  possibili- 
ties of  Oklahoma  were  great,  as  its  first 
settlers  firmly  believed,  but,  even  in  their 
fondest  dreams,  they  did  not  overestimate  the 
value  of  its  most  fertile  sections.  A vast,  rich 
fruit  belt  has  been  opened  up,  and  the  whole 
country,  especially  the  great  west,  is  thereby 
enriched.  Edward  B.  Fairchild,  a pioneer  in 
horticulture,  and  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
citizens  of  Oklahoma,  is  a member  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Horticultural  Society,  in  whose  organi- 
zation he  was  influential,  and  for  a year  he  served 
as  its  vice-president.  He  has  spared  no  labor 
nor  means  in  developing  and  testing  the  re- 
sources of  this  region  for  fruit-growing,  and  his 
experience  has  proved  invaluable  to  his  fellow 
citizens. 

Stanley  B.  Fairchild,  father  of  our  subject, 
came  from  good  old  New  England  ancestry,  his 
forefathers  having  removed  to  New  York  state 
from  Connecticut.  His  birth  took  place  in  the 
Empire  state,  and  there  he  spent  his  entire  life. 
He  was  one  of  the  first'to  introduce  the  industry 
of  grape-growing  into  Steuben  county,  N.  Y., 
and  for  two-score  years  he  was  numbered  among 
the  leading  horticulturists  of  the  state.  Though 
he  successfully  raised  all  kinds  of  fruit,  he  gave 
special  attention  to  grapes,  and  manufactured 
the  products  of  his  vineyard  into  win?.  In  1S62 
he  sold  four  thousand  gallons  of  wine  made  from 
the  grapes  raised  in  his  vineyard.  For  some 
years  he  also  was  interested  in  a furniture  fac- 
tory at  Hammondsport,  N.  Y.  Respected  by  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances,  he  was  summoned 
to  his  reward  about  fifteen  years  ago.  To  him- 
self and  wife,  Mrs.  Myra  (Smith)  Fairchild,  three 
children  were  born,  but  only  Edward  B.  and 
Smith  Fairchild  survive. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  December 
31.  1842,  in  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  and  from  his 
childhood  he  has  been  familiar  with  the  fruit- 
growing business.  From  his  twelfth  year  until 
the  death  of  his  father  they  were  associated  in 
the  same  occupation.  Personally  he  owned 
eighteen  acres  of  fine  vineyard,  situated  in  the 
most  productive  fruit  belt  of  New  York  state,  and 
for  several  \ ears  he  dealt,  more  or  less,  in  vine- 


yards, buying  and  selling  them,  for  he  was  an 
acknowledged  judge  of  their  merits. 

On  the  day  that  Oklahoma  was  opened  Mr. 
Fairchild  came  to  the  city  of  the  same  name,  and 
for  a few  months  was  engaged  in  managing  a 
restaurant.  In  the  meantime  he  was  carefully 
looking  over  the  country,  with  a view  to  settle- 
ment in  the  best  fruit  section,  or,  rather,  in  that 
locality  where  the  climatic  and  soil  conditions 
held  out  the  best  promise.  In  the  autumn  of 
1889  he  bought  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
35,  Britton  township,  and  at  once  began  making 
Improvements  upon  the  place.  That  fall  he 
plowed  six. acres  of  land,  and  set  out  a vineyard, 
and  subsequently  he  increased  the  boundaries 
of  the  same  to  twenty  acres.  A fine  orchard, 
comprising  apple,  peach,  pear  and  plum  trees, 
covers  forty  acres.  About  sixty  tons  of  grapes 
are  raised  each  year  now,  and  manufactured  into 
wine,  and  in  1899,  from  a twelve-acre  tract,  suf- 
ficient fruit  was  grown  to  make  four  thousand 
gallons.  A specialty  is  made  of  Delaware  and 
Catawba  grapes,  and  all  kinds  of  fruit  are  fur- 
nished to  the  markets. 

Always  having  an  excellent  exhibit  of  fruit  and 
wines  at  the  Oklahoma  street  fair  and  at  the 
annual  horticultural  fair,  Mr.  Fairchild  has  been 
awarded 'a  number  of  premiums  on  the  same. 
He  is  greatly  interested  in  the  prosperity  of 
Oklahoma  City,  and,  as  an  evidence  of  the  faith 
which  he  has  in  its  future,  it  may  be  said  that  he 
has  made  investments  in  real  estate  there  from 
time  to  time.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  His  devoted  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Caroline  Vorhis.  departed  this 
life  in  1892,  and  left  two  children,  Walter  and 
Carrie.  The  son,  who  is  a graduate  of  Lehigh 
Valiev  University,  is  a traveling  salesman  for  an 
electrical  supply  company  of  New  York  City. 

r * 

LIT  AH  YOUNG  FREEMAN,  whose  valu- 
able homestead  is  situated  on  the  southeast 
- quarter  of  section  12,  township  15,  range  3 
west,  Logan  county,  is  one  of  the  energetic  sons 
of  Illinois,  so  many  of  whom  are  included  among 
the  representative  agriculturists  of  this  territory. 
He  is  a self-made  man,  and  from  the  time  that  he 
was  a mere  boy  he  has  depended  upon  his  own 
exertions  for  a livelihood. 

The  first  six  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
spent  at  his  birthplace,  near  Payson,  Adams 
county.  111.,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  Septem- 
ber 1,  1848.  His  parents,  Eli  and  Rhoda  (Young) 
Freeman,  removed  to  Leon,  Iowa,  about  1854, 
and  there  the  former  became  a prosperous  hotel- 
keeper,  also  running  a livery  and  feed  stable  in 
connection  with  the  hostelry.  He  died  in  i860, 
and,  unfortunately,  when  his  business  affairs  had 
been  settled,  it  was  found  that  little  or  nothing 
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was  left  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family.  When 
he  was  fourteen  years  old  our  subject  obtained  a 
position  on  a farm,  and  for  two  years  was  thus 
employed.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  joined 
a party  bound  for  the  Pacific  coast,  and,  as  he 
was  considered  too  slight  and  young  to  drive  a 
team,  he  was  obliged  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trip  after  he  had  ar- 
rived at  his  longed-for  El  Dorado.  He  faith- 
fully carried  out  his  promises,  earning  the  means 
necessary  by  working  on  farms,  and  about  that 
time  he  beheld  silver  money  for  the  first  time  in 
his  life.  He  remained  in  California  until  1868. 
and  when  he  had  made  the  long  and  expensive 
homeward  trip,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  New  York  City,  and  by  train  to  Iowa, 
he  found  himself  in  possession  of  barely  $100  in 
gold.  Prior  to  his  western  trip,  and  while  he 
was  in  the  Golden  state,  he  had  made  the  best  of 
his  educational  opportunities,  and  for  a year  sub- 
sequent to  his  return  home,  attended  school. 

In  May,  1869,  E.  Y.  Freeman  went  to  Kansas 
City,  where  he  applied  for  a position  on  the  Fort 
Scott  & Gulf  Railroad.  Starting  with  that  cor- 
poration in  a humble  position,  he  gradually 
worked-  his  way  upward,  becoming  an  engineer 
in  1876.  At  the  end  of  fourteen  years  with  that 
company  he  left  its  employ  in  1883,  and  then 
became  connected  with  the  southern  branch  of 
the  Santa  Fe  system,  his  headquarters  being  at 
Ottawa,  Kans.  For  years  he  was  actively  asso- 
ciated with  the  Brotherhoods  of  Locomotive  En- 
gineers and  Firemen.  In  18S9  he  made  the  run 
into  Oklahoma,  and,  having  located  a home- 
stead, his  present  place  of  abode,  he  soon  put  up 
a hewed  log  house,  to  which  he  afterward  added 
wings.  He  has  made  substantial  improvements 
upon  his  place,  and  is  progressive  and  thrifty  in 
the  management  of  his  affairs.  He  did  not  aban- 
don railroading  until  the  great  strike  of  1894, 
when  he  gave  up  his  position,  and,  with  relief, 
turned  his  energy  into-  the  quiet  channels  of 
agriculture.  In  1872  he  cast  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  Horace  Greelev.  but  of  late  years  he 
has  become  a socialist.  While  a resident  of  Fort 
Scott  he  joined  Rising  Sun  Lodge  Xo.  8, 
A.  F.  & A.  M„  and  Fort  Scott  Lodge  Xo.  22, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  now  belongs  to  the  Protective 
& Detective  Association,  of  Seward. 

In  May,  1873,  Mr.  Freeman  married  Laura 
Ida  May,  of  Baxter  Springs.  Ixans.  Their  eidest- 
born,  Mrs.  Kate  Williamson,  lives  in  Rosedale, 
a suburb  of  Kansas  City,  and  her  only  child, 
Clarence,  was  born  October  24,  1892.  Minnie 
May,  the  second  daughter  of  our  subject,  is  pur- 
suing a course  of  study  at  Baker  City,  Ore.,  and 
Mary  makes  her  home  with  her  paternal  grand- 
mother in  Iowa.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Freeman 
and  Carrie  Bienway,  of  Yates  Center,  Kans., 
took  place  in  Fort  Scott  September  27.  1882. 


She  is  a native  of  Berlin,  Germany,  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents,  John  and  Wilhelmina 
(Miller)  Bienway,  when  she  was  a child  of  six 
years.  Mr.  Freeman  and  wife  have  three  chil- 
dren: Anna  Pearl,  born  at  Yates  Center;  Grover 
C\,  born  at  Emporia,  Kans.;  and  Goldie  Ruth, 
born  at  Ottawa,  Kans. 


OH.  EPLEY.  Although  his  plans  in  life 
# have  been  somewhat  frustrated  by  ill- 
health,  which  has  been  overcome,  Mr. 
Epley  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  the  further 
improvement  of  his  claim,  located  on  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  6,  township  22,  range  5, 
Garfield  county.  Mr.  Epley  was  born  in  Steph- 
enson county, TIL,  April  10,  i860,  and  is  a son  of 
C.  G.  and  Hannah  (Kelley)  Epley,  who  moved  to 
Cass  county,  Mo.,  in  1866.  Here  the  father 
bought  land,  upon  which  the  family  lived  until 
coming  to  Oklahoma. 

O.  H.  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  re- 
ceived a fair  common-school  education,  to  which 
he  has  since  materially  added  by  reading  and 
observation  of  surrounding  occurrences.  In  the 
spring  of  his  twentieth  year  himself  and  father 
leased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and, 
before  the  lease  had  expired,  O.  H.  had  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  successfully 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits. 

September  2,  1883,  Mr.  Epley  married  Laura 
B.  Hopkins,  of  Miami  county,  Kans.,  and  a native 
of  Iowa.  She  is  a daughter  of  William  \Y.  and 
Caroline  (Roberts)  Hopkins,  and  is  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Roy  W.,  born  in  Cass  county  Sep- 
tember 29,  1884.  In  1888  Mr.  Epley  began  to 
suffer  from  failing  health,  and,  in  the  hope  of  re- 
cuperating in  a different  climate,  and  under 
changed  conditions,  he  went  to  York  Gulch, 
Mont.  There  he  worked  in  the  miije^,  and  his 
wife,  wishing  to  aid  in  the  venture,  turned  her 
attention  to  cooking.  After  a time  the  health  of 
the  invalid  was  so  shattered  that  yet  another 
change  was  undertaken,  and  they  removed  to 
White  Sulphur  Springs,  where  Mr.  Epley  was 
soon  on  the  rapid  road  to  recovery.  In  1893  he 
decided  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunities  in 
the  new  territory,  and  made  the  run  with  others 
similarly  inclined,  and  settled  first  on  Black  Bear 
claim.  There  were  several  others  there,  with  a 
rooted  determination  to  make  it  their  permanent 
abiding  place,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  next 
day  Mr.  Epley  wisely  withdrew  from  the  con- 
test, and  soon  after  located  on  a claim  which  has 
since  been  his  home.  In  1898  he  bought  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  1,  township  22, 
range  6.  and,  in  addition,  leases  a quarter  section 
of  school  land,  which  is  required  to  carrv  on  his 
large  farming  interests. 

In  politics  Mr.  Epley  is  affiliated  with  the  Re- 


■ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


^579 


publican  party,  but  lias  never  been  an  office- 
seeker.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  of  Cass 
county,  Mo.,  belonging  to  Lone  Tree  Lodge 
No.  318. 


WILLIAM  M.  JOHNSON,  a stock-raiser 
and  agriculturist  of  Logan  county,  owns 
a farm  located  on  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  8,  township  19,  range  3 west,  also  a 
claim  of  eighty  acres  on  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  5,  township  19,  range  3 west,  and  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  17,  township  19, 
range  3 west.  In  addition  he  leases  school  land 
on  section  16,  township  19,  range  3 west.  Thus 
it  is  seen  that  he  is  a large  land  owner, 
his  own  territory  being  insufficient  for  his 
various  needs,  and  the  rented  land  being 
a necessity  owing  to  his  constantly  increasing 
stock  business.  The  home  farm  is  well  housed 
and  well  equipped  and  fenced  in  all  around.  Also 
there  is  running  water  and  every  evidence  on 
hand  of  a well  managed,  well  regulated  farming 
enterprise.  Upon  first  coming  to  the  territory 
in  1889  Mr.  Johnson  experienced  some  difficulty 
in  regard  to  his  claim,  and,  after  filing  a protest, 
returned  to  his  home  in  Kansas.  The  following 
year  he  came  back,  bought  off  the  occupant, 
filed  his  claim  and  returned  home  for  his  family 
and  worldly  possessions. 

Born  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a son 
of  James  S.  and  Effie  (Hutchison)  Johnson,  also 
natives  of  that  state.  The  grandparents  on  both 
sides  were  early  settlers  in  Pennsylvania  and 
were  successful  farmers,  who  made  an  impres- 
sion on  the  progress  of  the  community  in  which 
they  dwelt.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
hero  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  parents  of 
William  M.  moved  to  Ohio  when  he  was  eight- 
een years  old  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Jackson 
countv.  Their  son  had  limited  opportunities  for 
acquiring  an  education,  the  only  means  of  educa- 
tion in  those  days  in  the  country  being  the  early 
subscription  schools.  Besides  W illiam  there 
were  two  other  sons.  Hutchison,  who  is  living  in 
Kansas,  and  Jacob,  who  was  killed  near  Harper's 
Ferry  in  a skirmish.  After  three  years  of  resi- 
dence in  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  the  family  moved 
to  Gallia  county,  where  William  M.  farmed  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  enlisted  in 
August  of  1862  in  Company  B,  Ninety-first  ( )hio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Winchester  and  Cedar  Creek,  and  was, 
during  the  last  eighteen  months  of  bis  service, 
under  command  of  General  Sheridan.  During 
the  progress  of  the  war  he  had  a bullet  shot 
through  his  hat,  and  a cup  of  coffee  was  shot  out 
of  his  hand.  He  was  discharged  from  duty  at: 
Baltimore,  Md.,  in  August,  1865. 


Returning  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Johnson 
resumed  his  occupation  of  farming,  and  in  1885 
moved  to  Wapello  county,  where  he  continued 
in  the  same  line  of  work  for  two  years.  He  mar- 
ried Susan  Hanlon,  a daughter  of  Robert  and 
Margery  Hanlon,  both  deceased.  To  this  couple 
have  been  born  eight  children:  Richard  is  mar- 
ried, has  four  children,  and  is  a farmer  in  the 
territory;  Margery  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Nida, 
a farmer  living  in  the  territory;  Margaret  is 
married  to  Mr.  McKinley,  a farmer  of  Okla- 
homa; Alvira  is  married  to  John  Bocox,  a far- 
mer, whose  sketch  is  found  in  this  book;  Hutch- 
ison is  married  *and  has  two  children,  and  is  also 
a resident  of  Oklahoma;  Robert  C.,  also  living 
here,  has  four  children;  Elbert  D.  and  William 
L.  complete  the  family  circle.  Mr.  Johnson  be- 
longed formerly  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, but  neglected  to  procure  his  letter  of 
transfer.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  services  of 
the  church  are  held  in  the  school  building. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  his  lot  is  cast,  and  he  is  regarded  as  an 
enterprising  and  well-informed  man. 


UDGE  CHARLES  W.  GARLAND.  The 
history  of  the  well-known  Judge  Garland, 
of  Logan  county,  presents  manv  features  ot 
special  interest  to  the  general  public,  and,  bv 
virtue  of  his  sturdy,  manly  course  in  life,  and  his 
true  patriotism  and  high  regard  for  right  and 
justice,  he  is  entitled  to  an  honored  place  in  the 
annals  of  his  country. 

A study  of  surnames  often  brings  to  light  manv 
curious  old  customs,  and  it  often  appears  that 
some  tiiffing  service  or  some  noticeable  quality 
or  accustomed  occupation  of  our  ancestors  in 
the  middle  ages  originated  the  surname  by  which 
they  and  their  descendants  have  been  distin- 
guished. The  Garland  family  lived  in  England 
for  many  a generation,  and,  prior  to  the  Cru- 
sades. they  were  given  a coat-of-arms,  compris- 
ing a field  of  stripes,  with  a lion  rampant,  a uni- 
corn. a wreath,  or  garland.  The  first  Garland 
who  came  to  America  was  one  Peter  Garland, 
w ho  was  admitted  to  citizenship  in  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  in  1637.  ( hie  of  his  grandsons,  John 

Garland,  whose  home  was  at  Rve,  N.  H.,  had 
three  sons  and  eight  grandsons  in  the  Revolu- 
tiouarv  war,  and  our  subject's  great-great-grand- 
father,  Benjamin  Garland,  and  the  great-grand- 
father. John  Garland,  were  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lution, while  John  Garland,  Jr.,  served  in  the  war 
of  1812. 

Judge  C.  \\  . Garland,  of  the  tenth  generation 
of  the  posterity  of  Peter  Garland,  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  this  land,  was  born  April  6,  1843, 
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at  Rye,  X.  H.,  on  land  which  has  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  Garlands  about  three  hundred 
years.  1 he  parents  of  the  Judge  were  John  C. 
and  Elizabeth  (Speed)  Garland,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  his  boyhood 
our  subject  obtained  a good  education,  and  grad- 
ually a strong  ambition  arose  in  his  heart,  and 
he  early  decided  to  see  something  of  the  great 
west  and  seek  his  own  fortune. 

In  1857  the  future  Judge  went  to  Atchison, 
Ivans.,  where  he  entered  the  printing  office  of 
the  "Squatter  Sovereign,"  a paper  which  then 
had  a wide  circulation.  After  he  had  become 
familiar  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  jour- 
nalism. the  youth  accepted  a chance  to  work  for 
the  government  by  assisting  in  driving  a herd  of 
cattle  to  Salt  Lake  City,  and,  arriving  there,  he 
thence  proceeded  to  aid  in  driving  cattle  to  Cal- 
ifornia. In  October.  1858,  he  began  working  in 
the  office  of  the  Butte  County  Record,  and  con- 
tinued with  that  paper  for  more  than  a year,  his 
wages  being  eight  or  nine  dollars  a day.  Then 
he  found  plenty  of  employment  in  Portland  and 
Salem,  Ore.,  where  printers  were  at  a premium. 
Though  naturally  keen  and  resourceful  in  intel- 
lect, the  young  man  felt,  more  and  more,  the 
lack  of  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  higher 
branches  of  learning,  and  for  a period  he  pur- 
sued studies  in  the  W illamette  Institute,  at  inter- 
vals teaching  school  himself. 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  young  Garland 
went  to  Port  Vancouver,  Wash.,  where  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Pirst  Oregon  Cavalry. 
He  saw  duty  on  the  frontiers  of  California,  Ore- 
gon, Xevada  and  Arizona,  where  the  Indians, 
taking  advantage  of  the  internal  strife  further 
east,  were  constantly  rising  in  rebellion.  In 
1864  the  First  Oregon  regiment  veteranized, 
and  Air.  Garland  was  assigned  to  the  post  of 
orderly  sergeant  of  Company  C,  Second  Califor- 
nia Infantry.  He  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  in  1865  was  mustered  out  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  returned  to  his  old  New  England 
home  on  a visit. 

The  attractions  of  the  west  retained  a hold 
upon  Mr.  Garland,  and  he  soon  found  his  way  to 
Colorado,  where  he  became  superintendent  of  a 
stage  line  across  the  Smoky  Hills,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  he  also  carried  on  a printing  enter- 
prise. In  1S60  he  went  to  Jefferson,  Tex.,  where 
he  started  the  "Jefferson  Jeffersonian,"  and  for 
five  years  continued  to  conduct  that  popular 
journal.  In  the  meantime  he  served  as  recorder 
and  collector  of  the  town  two  terms,  and,  during 
the  reconstruction  period,  was  aide-de-camp  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  A.  G.  Malloy,  of  the  state  mil- 
itia, his  rank  being  that  of  major.  In  [872  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  and  served  as  assistant 
district  attorney,  under  his  brother,  C.  T.  Gar- 
land, who  had  been  district  judge  there  eight 


years.  Judge  C.  T.  Garland  had  made  a hue 
record,  and,  though  he  returned  to  his  native 
state  when  his  health  was  failing,  and  his  death 
occurred  there,  the  state  of  Texas,  where  he  had 
so  long  resided  and  been  identified,  made  ar- 
langements  to  have  his  remains  brought  back 
and  interred  at  Austin,  in  the  state  cemetery, 
and  this  was  done. 

In  1875  our  subject  located  in  Arkansas  City, 
Ark.,  where  he  practiced  law  nine  years  and 
published  the  “City  Journal.”  Pie  met  with  sig- 
nal success  in  both  enterprises,  building  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice  and  extending  the 
circulation  of  the  newspaper  to  a remarkable 
extent.  In  1874,  and  again  in  1884,  the  old  ties 
of  love  and  association  'drew  him  back  to  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  each  time  he  lived  there 
for  some  months.  Fifteen  years  ago  he  became 
city  editor  of  the  Wichita  (Ivans.)  "Eagle,"  and 
for  a twelfthmonth  was  connected  with  that  well- 
known  newspaper.  In  the  year  1886  he  was  in- 
fluential in  getting  Leoti  constituted  the  county- 
seat  of  Wichita  county,  and  he  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  probate  judge  presiding  there. 

When  Oklahoma  was  opened  the  Judge  was 
one  of  the  multitude  of  home-seekers,  and  for 
the  past  eleven  years  has  dwelt  on  his  homestead, 
on  section  2,  township  15,  range  3,  near  Seward. 
Pie  was  obliged  to  literally  "fight  and  bleed”  for 
his  rights,  however,  for  a Mr.  Hunt  hotly  con- 
tested his  claim,  and  the  local  court  at  Guthrie 
gave  a decision  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hunt.  Wrhen 
Mr.  Garland  took  the  matter  to  the  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Secretary  Smith  reversed  the  de- 
cision, and  severely  criticised  the  opinions  of  the 
Guthrie  court.  The  secretary  was  then  requested 
to  carefully  review  the  case,  but,  having  done  so, 
he  still  held  to  his  former  decision.  Later  the 
attorneys  of  Mr.  Hunt  pleaded  for  a re-hearing, 
alleging  that  new  evidence  was  to  be  produced, 
but  the  secretary  overruled  this  motion.  Strange 
and  inconsistent  as  it  appears,  Secretary  Smith, 
just  before  going  out  of  office,  signed  an  order 
reversing  all  of  his  former  decisions,  and  thus 
placed  himself  on  record  in  favor  of  Mr.  Hunt's 
claim.  However,  when  his  successor  had  taken 
up  the  new  duties  of  his  office,  Mr.  Garland  again 
presented  his  case,  and  the  impartial  administra- 
tor of  justice  decided  that  the  farm  was  legally 
Air.  Garland's. 

One  of  the  most  cowardly  deeds  in  the  history 
of  Oklahoma  was  the  shooting  of  our  subject 
by  a would-be  assassin  concealed  in  a barn  ad- 
jacent to  a field  where  his  victim  was  peacefullv 
engaged  in  plowing.  The  bullet,,  evidently  care- 
fully aimed  at  Mr.  Garland’s  heart,  passed 
through  his  left  arm,  breaking  the  bone,  and 
thence  cut  its  way  across  the  front  of  his  abdo- 
men. Two  inches  of  the  shattered  bone  had  to 
be  removed  from  the  arm.  Both  of  his  horses 
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also  were  shot,  one  of  them  falling  dead  in  the 
harness. 

While  a resident  of  Jefferson  the  Judge  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Helen  McKee,  July  12,  1871.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Mary  (Pritchett  ) Johnson, 
and  her  birthplace  is  in  Mecklenburg  county, 
Va.  The  elder  child  of  our  subject  and  wife, 
Coral,  is  the  wife  of  Robert  L.  Hargrove,  and 
their  little  son  is  named  in  honor  of  the  husband. 
He  is  a prominent  attorney  of  Madeira.  Cal.,  and 
besides  being  the  legal  adviser  of  the  Pacific 
Bank  and  its  branches,  he  is  himself  connected 
with  a bank.  Ivy,  the  younger  daughter  of  the 
Judge,  was  born  in  Arkansas  City,  was  a student 
in  the  Madeira  high  school  for  a period  and  at 
present  is  living  at  home. 

In  1895  Judge  Garland  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Seay  to  serve  as  one  of  the  county  com- 
missioners of  county  "C,”  Okla.  He  also  has 
been  a justice  of  the  peace  here  four  years,  and 
has  been  successful,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  in 
his  endeavor  to  compromise  disputes  without  re- 
sorting to  trial.  For  most  of  the  time  during  the 
past  quarter  of  the  century  he  has  been  a notary 
public,  making  the  conveyancing  of  real  estate 
a specialty.  Politically  he  has  been  a true-blue 
Republican  since  he  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Lincoln  in  1864.  He  has  long  been 
affiliated  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  has  filled  various 
offices  in  William  Watts  Post  at  Seward,  and  was 
captain  of  the  Uniform  Rank  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  occupied  a number  of  chairs  in  the 
Odd  Fellows  order. 


AMUEL  F.  GARRETT.  In  company  with 
thousands  of  the  first  settlers  of  Oklahoma 
territory,  Samuel  F.  Garrett  came  here, 
hoping  to  retrieve  his  fortunes,  and.  like  most 
earnest,  energetic  men.  he  has  prospered  in  his 
efforts.  He  has  been  one  of  the  real  contribu- 
tors to  the  progress  of  this  section  of  the  terri- 
tory, and,  in  consequence,  merits  an  honored 
place  in  its  history. 

A son  of  James  H.  and  Martha  E.  (Kelley) 
Garrett.  Samuel  F.  Garrett  was  born  February 
15,  1844,  in  Lewis  county.  Ky.  He  was  deprived 
of  his  loving  father  in  1851.  as  death  summoned 
him  in  the  prime  of  his  life.  Six  years  later  the 
mother  became  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Foster, 
who  lived  just  across  the  Ohio  river,  in  the 
Buckeye  state.  The  voting  man  soon  obtained 
a position  as  a deckhand  on  a steamboat,  and  in 
the  early  days  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  employed 
as  a watchman. 

Patriotism  has  ever  been  one  of  our  subject's 
chief  traits,  and,  though  he  was  but  seventeen  at 
the  time,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I.  Thirty-ninth 


Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  leader- 
ship of  General  Sherman.  His  record  as  a sol- 
dier is  one  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud,  for 
he  faithfully  performed  every  duty  and  heroic- 
ally endured  the  hardships  that  fell  to  him,  as  to 
all.  For  a short  time,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  lie  was 
in  the  hospital,  but  with  that  exception  he  was 
not  absent  from  his  post  of  duty,  and  participa- 
ted in  scores  of  important  battles  and  skirmishes. 
At  the  end  of  four  years,  one  month  and  nine 
days  of  service,  when  the  war  had  been  termi- 
nated. he  accompanied  the  brave  troops  to 
Washington  and  took  part  in  the  memorable 
Grand  Review.  Needless  to  say,  his  comrades 
have  ever  had  a warm  place  in  his  heart,  and 
seven  years  ago,  when  the  comparatively  few 
remaining  veterans  of  that  terrible  strife  met  in 
the  reunion  in  Washington  he  had  the  great 
pleasure  of  attending  the  ceremonies. 

When  his  country  no  longer  needed  him  in  the 
army  Mr.  Garrett  went  to  Leavenworth  and  en- 
tered the  government's  employ  as  a teamster. 
With  fifty-six  men  he  started  across  the  plains 
to  Salt  Lake  City,  but  ere  they  reached  their  des- 
tination twenty-one  of  their  number  were  killed 
by  Indians.  Ip  the  ensuing  February  (Mr.  Gar- 
rett returned,  driving  a team,  as  before,  and 
again  luckily  escaped  his  foes.  He  then  em- 
barked on  a steamer  bound  to  Fort  Benton  and 
the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri  river.  On  the 
way  he  and  another  man  had  a little  trouble  with 
the  watchman  of  the  boat,  and,  though  in  a hos- 
tile and  unknown  locality,  they  disembarked  at 
a landing,  and,  obtaining  some  lumber,  con- 
structed themselves  a boat,  in  which  they  made 
the  long  trip  to  Sioux  City — eleven  hundred  and 
fifty  miles.  On  account  of  the  Indians  they  trav- 
eled by  night  and  sought  a hiding-place  by  day, 
and  thus  it  required  several  weeks  to  cover  the 
distance.  At  Sioux  City  Mr.  Garrett  embarked 
on  a steamer  and  went  to  St.  Joseph  and  thence 
to  Fort  Leavenworth.  There  he  once  more  be- 
came a government  employe,  and  conveyed  sup- 
plies to  Santa  Fe,  X.  Alex. — a six  months'  trip. 
( )n  the  return  journey  he  proceeded  to  Fort 
Leavenworth  via  Denver.  In  1868  he  joined  the 
engineers'  corps  on  the  Rock  Island  Railway,- 
and  was  employed  with  them  for  two  years,  mak- 
ing Gallatin,  Mo.,  his  home  and  headquarters. 
W hen  the  railroad  had  been  completed  he  em- 
barked in  a mercantile  business,  but  at  the  end 
of  four  months  sold  out  at  an  advantage. 

In  1872  Air.  Garrett  visited  his  old  Ohio  home, 
and  then  took  up  some  government  land  in  Afa- 
rion  county,  Kans.  About  a year  later  he  lo- 
cated in  Peabody . Ixans.,  and  for  a vear  or  more 
conducted  a mercantile  establishment  there.  The 
grasshopper  pest  of  that  period  and  region  de- 
cided him  as  to  his  continuance  in  business  there, 
and  again,  in  1875,  he  went  back  to  the  Buckeye 
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state.  This  move  proved  disastrous  in  the  end, 
for  he  invested  his  available  funds  in  a steam- 
boat, buying-  a two-thirds  interest,  and  this  boat, 
the  “John  Kyle,"  was  lost. 

April  22,  1S89,  Mr.  Garrett  started  from  Ark- 
ansas City  for  Oklahoma,  coming  on  the  third 
section  train.  Alighting  at  Mulhall,  he  obtained 
a claim  four  and  a half  miles  from  this  town,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  made  many  valuable  im- 
provements here.  He  conducted  the  first  res- 
taurant that  Mulhall  boasted,  and  for  several 
years  has  been  the  local  agent  for  the  Ferd 
Himes  Brewing  Company,  of  Kansas  City.  For 
some  time  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  with  the 
Cary  Lombard  Lumber  Company.  In  the  fall  of 
1898,  while  he  was  absent  from  home,  visiting  m 
Ohio,  Mr.  Garrett  was  honored  by  being  elected 
to  the  responsible  position  of  countv  weigher  of 
Logan  county.  He  has  given  satisfaction  in 
every  office  to  which  he  has  been  called,  and 
every  sheriff  of  this  county  has  chosen  him  as  a 
deputy.  For  eight  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  city  council,  serving  in  the  first  board,  and 
for  four  years  acting  as  chairman  of  this  honor- 
able body.  Politicallv  he  is  a stalwart  Repub- 
lican, and  fraternally  he  is  a Knight  of  Pythias, 
a Mason,  and,  with  his  wife,  is  associated  with 
the  order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

In  1866,  in  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Garrett  married 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Kelley,  who  likewise  is  a native 
of  Kentucky.  To  this  worthy  couple  four  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  viz.:  William  H.,  ot  Mul- 
hall; Charles  C..*of  Mulhall:  Cora,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Eva  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen vears. 


Michael  goodnature,  who  occupies 

the  southwest  quarter  of  section  10,  Lo- 
gan township,  Garfield  county,  is  exten- 
sively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
farms  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he 
owns,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
he  leases,  besides  buying  and  selling  cattle  on  a 
large  scale.  He  has  always  been  an  industrious 
man  and  a skillful  manager,  and  his  efforts  have 
been  crowned  with  success. 

Mr.  Goodnature  was  born  in  Freeborn  county, 
Minn.,  in  1865,  and  is  a son  of  O.  C.  and  Emily 
Goodnature.  His  father  settled  in  Minnesota  in 
an  early  dav  and  became  the  largest  farmer  and 
stock-dealer  in  Freeborn  count},  where  he 
owned  some  seventeen  hundred  acres.  With 
no  one  to  assist  him,  all  that  he  acquired  was 
the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  individual  ef- 
forts. He  attained  the  age  of  eighty-three  years, 
and  died  in  1899.  His  wife.  Emily,  was  of 
French'-Canadian  descent  and  died  in  1896. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Octave;  fennie:  Peter;  Nicholas;  Eli; 


Emily,  wife  of  Louis  Levalley;  Rosella,  wife  of 
Auburn  Fierier;  Michael,  and  David! 

Michael  Goodnature  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Minnesota  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing upon  his  father's  land  until  the  spring  of 
1894,  when  he  came  to  Oklahoma.  Buying  out 
the  claimant  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
10,  Logan  township,  Garfield  county,  he  imme- 
diately set  about  improving  the  property.  He 
erected  a house  of  goodly  size  and  put  all  the 
land  under  the  plow  but  a small  tract  reserved 
for  pasture.  In  1897  he  purchased  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  15,  in  the  same  township, 
and  now  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
in  addition  to  which  he  rents  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  school  land.  His  principal  crop 
is  wheat,  and  he  keeps  about  one  hundred  head 
of  cattle,  fifty  hogs  and  a number  of  horses. 
He  buys  and  sells  stock  at  all  times,  and  during 
the  winter  fattens  several  carloads  for  the  Kan- 
sas City  market.  Starting  from  an  humble  po- 
sition, he  has  worked  his  way  to  the  front,  and 
is  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  the  community. 
A man  of  pleasing  personality,  he  enjoys  the 
friendship  of  a host  of  acquaintances.  He  is 
unmarried. 


HARRY  N.  HORNER  has  wielded  an  ex- 
tended influence  in  his  locality  since  tak- 
ing up  his  residence  on  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  section  23,  township  22,  range  6,  Gar- 
field county.  Though  comparatively-  a voting 
man,  he  has  been  interested  in  various  lines  of 
endeavor,  which  have  taken  him  into  different 
parts  of  the  country,  thus  enlarging  his  horizon 
and  contributing  to  his  fund  of  all  around  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Horner  w:as  born  in  Campbell  county 
Ixy.,  December  7,  i-S6i,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac 
and  Sarah.  (Lock)  Horner.  His  boyhood  days 
were  similar  in  nature  to  those  of  most  othei 
country-reared  boys,  and  he  received  a good  ed- 
ucation at  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  entered  the  Queen  Citv  Commer- 
cial College,  with  the  idea  of  fitting  himself  for 
future  business  life  and  responsibilities,  and 
graduated  from  this  institution  Februarv,  1878. 
At  the  time  his  father  was  engaged  in  a mercan- 
tile business  in  Newport.  I\v„  and  the  soil 
started  in  with  him,  and  the  association  was 
amicably  continued  for  five  vears.  In  1880  he 
removed  to  Anthony.  Kans..  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Boorman  Brothers  Milling  Companv, 
with  whom  lie  remained  until  1889,  his  business 
taking  him  over  the  entire  western  country. 
With  the  opening  of  ( fklahoma.  he  made  the 
run  with  the  vast  armv  of  others,  and  located 
a claim,  which  he  afterwards  sold.  He  then  set- 
tled near  Kingfisher,  and  became  interested  in 
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municipal  engineering  and  contracting,  and 
Hide  tints  engaged  took  the  contract  tor  the 
...iter-works  of  Kingfisher,  and  also  had  the 
drainage  contract.  Previous  to  the  opening  of 
die  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  reservations,  he 
Mirveyed  the  town  site  of  Taloga. 

In  1893  Mr.  Horner  settled  on  the  claim  which 
lias  since  been  his  home.  In  February  of  1894 
he  built  a basement  in  the  side  of  a bank  of  earth, 
with  a barn  above  it,  and  in  this  structure  he 
lived  until  his  present  house  was  erected,  and 
into  which  he  moved  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 
Mr.  Horner  is  justly  proud  of  the  improvement? 
around  his  place,  and  especially  of  the  fine  trees, 
of  which  there  are  an  unusual  number  set  out. 
He  has  two  rows  of  trees  the  whole  length  of 
the  farm,  and  about  five  acres  of  forest  trees, 
besides  a fine  and  abundantly  bearing  orchard. 

March  21,  1883,  Mr.  Horner  married  Anna 
French,  a native  of  Newport,  Ky.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Moulder)  French, 
and  has  a fair  common-school  education.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horner  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren: Stanley,  born  in  Campbell  county,  Ky., 
November  2,  1883:  Harry  N.,  born  in  Anthony. 
Kans.,  May  27,  1886:  John  Truman,  born  in 
Anthony,  Ivans.,  July  29,  18S8;  Loraine  Lock, 
who  was  born  on  the  Oklahoma  farm  February 
14,  1895,  and  died  at  the  age  of  four  years  and 
twenty  days;  and  Clifford  C.,  born  "May  9,  1900. 

Quite  recentlv  -Mr.  Horner  has  gone  into  the 
cattle-raising  business  quite  extensively,  and 
usually  has  about  seventy  head.  In  politics  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
been  active  in  tire  politics  of  his  locality,  and 
has  served  as  delegate  to  several  conventions. 
He  voted  for  Blaine  in  1884.  He  was  appointed 
chief  clerk  in  the  territorial  council  in  1899,  and 
in  that  capacity  had  the  keeping  of  the  journal. 

In  1895  he  entered  the  treasurer’s  office  as 
deputy  treasurer,  the  term  of  service  covering 
two  years.  He  has  recently  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  Blunter  Realty  Company,  at 
Lnid.  Fraternally,  he  is  associated  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  W orkmen,  at  Enid, 
and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  of  that  organiza- 
tion. He  joined  the  order  at  Kingfisher. 


T W.  HUDSPETH.  M.  D„  now  of  Enid, 
J . whose  home  for  some  years  was  upon  a 
farm  in  El  Reno  township,  Canadian 
countv,  has  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  also  in  the  practice 
of  medicine.  He  was  born  in  Henry  county, 
l enn.,  of  which  countv  his  parents,  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Ballard)  Hudspeth,  were  also  natives, 
being  representatives  of  prominent  families  of 
that  section.  There  his  maternal  grandfather 
owned  a large  plantation  and  was  extensively 


engaged  in  tobacco  raising.  He  always  took  a 
very  active  part  in  religious  matters.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Elijah  Hudspeth,  was  born 
m Giles  county,  Tcnn.,  but  in  early  life  removed 
to  Henry  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  for  a great  many  vears.  He. 
too,  owned  a large  plantation,  which  was  oper- 
ated by  slaves.  Ble  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years,  while  his  wife  lived  to  the  extreme 
old  age  of  one  hundred  and  six  years.  His  an- 
cestors were  originally  from  England,  but  the 
family  was  founded  in  this  country  at  an  early 
day  in  its  history.  The  father  of  our  subject 
continued  his  residence  in  Blenrv  county,  Tenn., 
throughout  life,  and  was  one  of  its  most  prom- 
inent citizens.  Ble  had  sixtv  slaves  and  owned 
and  operated  a large  plantation.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-five  years,  and  his  wife  later  moved 
to  Missouri,  where  her  death  occurred.  Of  their 
seven  children,  only  two  are  now  living,  namely: 
J.  W.,  our  subject;  and  James,  a resident  of 
Jasper  county,  Mo. 

Dr.  Hudspeth  was  reared  on  a plantation  in. 
his  native  county,  and  received  a common-school 
education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
commenced  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  John 
Porter,  and  two  years  later  opened  an  office  in 
his  native  county,  where  he  successfully  engaged 
in  practice  for  fifteen  years.  On  leaving  the 
old  home  in  1868,  he  spent  a few  months  in  Hunt 
county,  Tex.,  and  then  located  in  Benton  county, 
Ark.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  practice  for  six 
years.  Later  he  removed  to  Berry  county.  Mo., 
where  he  purchased  a farm  and  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  for  ten  years.  He  removed 
to  western  Kansas  in  18S5  anti  took  up  land, 
which  had  recently  been  purchased  from  the 
Indians  and  opened  up  for  settlement.  O11  the 
22nd  of  April,  1889,  when  Oklahoma  was 
opened,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter  the  terri- 
torv,  and  settled  upon  a claim  in  Canadian 
county,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  that 
day.  Afterward  he  placed  one  hundred  and 
twelve  acres  of  his  quarter-section  under  culti- 
vation, planted  a good  orchard,  erected  build- 
ings, and  made  many  other  improvements  which 
add  greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance of  the  place.  Although  this  was  practically 
his  first  farming  experience,  he  met  with  suc- 
cess. His  specialty  was  wheat,  and  he  gave  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  raising  of  Durham 
cattle  and  a good  grade  of  hogs.  Politically 
the  doctor  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  has  been  an  efficient  member 
of  the  school  board  in  his  district,  for  some  time 
serving  as  chairman  and  clerk  of  the  same. 

Before  leaving  Henry  county, Tenn.,  Dr.  Hud- 
speth married  Miss  Martha  Holley,  a daughter 
of  Nicholas  llollcy,  a prominent  planter  and 
stock-dealer  of  that  state  and  a representative  of 
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one  of  its  old  families.  The  doctor  and  his  wife 
have  four  children:  John,  proprietor  of  Caddo 
Hotel  of  El  Reno;  Emma,  wife  of  P>.  M.  Hous- 
ton, of  Enid,  Okla. ; Edna,  wife  of  E.  Log- 
ston,  of  the  state  of  Washington;  and  Laura, 
wife  of  George  Shiftier. 

In  April,  i<;oo,  Dr.  Hudspeth  sold  his  farm 
to  a good  advantage  and  moved  to  the  thriving 
city  of  Enid,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  con- 
ducting a lodging-house. 


EW.  HUNT.  The  Hunt  family  claims  old 
. and  distinguished  ancestry,  the  first  to 
emigrate  to  America  being  one  Hunt  who 
came  over  in  the  Mayflower  and  settled  in 
Massachusetts.  His  descendants  have,  with  few' 
exceptions,  been  interested  in  farming,  and  have 
been  successful  and  influential  men  in  their  re- 
spective localities. 

E.  W.  Hunt  was  born  in  Steuben  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  R.  and  Marv  F. 
(Hardy)  Hunt,  natives  of  Allegany  count}', 
N.  Y.  Samuel  R.  Hunt  has  been  a successful 
farmer  in  Marion  county,  Kans.,  whither  he 
moved  from  New  York  in  1870.  Of  late  years 
he  has  engaged  in  the  produce  business  at  Pea- 
body, catering  almost  entirely  to  the  wholesale 
trade.  A prominent  man  in  several  directions, 
he  is  noticeably  so  in  his  church  connections, 
being  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  an  elder  in  the  same.  Mrs. 
Hunt  is  of  English  descent,  her  father  having 
come  from  England  many  years  ago.  She  is 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living,  two  being  in  Oklahoma,  E.  W.  and  Sam- 
uel R.,  Jr. 

"Until  his  eleventh  vear.  E.  W.  Hunt  lived  on 
his  father's  farm  in  New  York,  and  was  taught 
the  best  way  of  conducting  a farm,  and  educated 
in  the  public  schools.  After  moving  with  his 
family  to  Marion  county,  Kans.,  he  continued 
about  the  same  kind  of  a life,  and  later  entered 
upon  an  independent  undertaking  in  farming. 
At  the  opening  of  the  territorv  he  made  the  run 
from  Buffalo  Springs,  and  was  fortunate  in  se- 
euring  the  location  in  Kingfisher  township. 
Kingfisher  county,  which  is  his  present  home. 
His  earl}-  conditions  in  the  territory  were  of  a 
decidedly  primitive  nature,  and  pending  the  erec- 
tion of  a more  substantial  habitation  he  lived  in 
a dugout.  This  original  purchase  was  but  the 
nucleus  of  later  acquisitions,  and  he  also  leases 
eight  hundred  acres  of  Indian  land.  On  the 
home  farm  he  raises  mostly  wheat,  and  then- 
are  ninetv  acres  under  cultivation.  The  leased 
land  is  devoted  to  wheat  and  stock-raising,  five 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  being  under  wheat. 
There  is  always  a good-sized  herd  of  cattle,  one 


hundred  and  fifty  at  a time  in  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapahoe  country,  where  is  located  the  leased 
land.  In  addition,  Mr.  Hunt  raises  a great 
many  horses  and  mules.  The  farm  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  township,  and  has  all  the  appoint- 
ments of  which  its  owner  is  justifiably  proud. 
There  is  an  orchard  and  a vineyard,  and  in  1895 
he  erected  a brick  residence,  34x34  feet  m di- 
mensions. There  is  an  abundance  of  water  on 
the  place  and  numerous  wells. 

In  1881  Mr.  Hunt  married  Maggie  M.  Mc- 
Clure, who  died  in  1888,  leaving  two  children, 
Nina  and  Edna.  Mr.  Hunt's  second  marriage 
was  to  Mrs.  Ellen  D.  Crismore,  who,  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage  to  Air.  Hunt,  had  one  child, 
Roy.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  has  been  born 
one  boy,  Elmer.  A Republican  in  politics,  Mr. 
Limit  has  been  interested  in  the  undertakings  of 
his  party,  and  as  an  ardent  worker  in  the  cause 
of  education  has  served  on  the  school  board 
here,  and  in  his  former  home  in  Kansas.  He 
also  served  as  township  treasurer  for  one  term, 
and  has  been  a delegate  to  various  county  con- 
ventions. 

Mr.  Hunt  has,  like  many  others,  worked  his 
own  way  in  life,  and  is  justified  in  attributing  his 
success  to  his  own  indomitable  courage  and 
perseverance.  He  is  a charter  member  of  the 
Farmers’  elevator  at  Kingfisher,  and  helped  to 
organize  the  Kingfisher  Skimming  Station,  and 
was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  enterprise  for 
one  term.  With  his  family,  he  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  contrib- 
utes liberally  towards  its  support.  He  has  won 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of-all  who  know  him, 
and  is  an  enterprising  citizen  and  a successful 
farmer. 


I SaAC  NEWTON  HORNER  was  born  in 
I Campbell  county,  Ky.,  January  4,  1837,  and 
is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Christy)  Hor- 
ner, natives  of  Lynchburg.  Ya.  The  parents 
were  married  in  their  native  county  in  Virginia, 
and  soon  after  removed  to  Kentucky.  Their 
son  Isaac  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  early  acquired  a liking  for  the  tilling  of  the 
soil,  and  he  received  good  educational  advan- 
tages in  the  district  schools.  About  1864  he 
began  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Newport. 
Ky.,  and  after  ten  years  of  this  occupation  he 
changed  his  location  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  retail  and  wholesale  grocery 
business.  About  this  time  Mr.  Horner  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  health,  and  by  his 
physician's  advice  took  up  his  residence  in 
Eton,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  for  three  years,  then 
moved  to  Harper  county,  Kans.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  business  on  cpiite  a large- 
scale.  This  change  proved  beneficial,  the  differ- 
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, lit  conditions  and  open-air  exercise  bringing 
j„nit  the  desired  results. 

\t  the  opening  of  Oklahoma  Mr.  Horner 
made  the  run  from  the  w est  side,  and  located  on 
a farm  near  Kingfisher,  upon  which  he  lived 
until  he  came  to  his  present  farm  in  1899.  It  is 
located  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  14, 
township  22,  range  6 west,  and  was  formerly 
homesteaded  bv  his  daughter,  Bessie.  March 
21,  1861,  Mr.  Horner  married  Sarah  Lock,  a 
native  of  London,  England,  and  a daughter  of 
John  Brown  and  Ann  (Richards)  Lock.  When 
a mere  child  she  came  with  her  parents  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Campbell  county.  Ivy.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horner  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren: Harry  X.  was  born,  in  Kentucky,  is  mar- 
ried, and  lives  near  his  father  on  a well-conducted 
farm;  Ernest  S.,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Quincy,  111.,  is  married  and  has  two  children; 
Mrs.  Annie  L.  Wheeler  is  a widow  with  one 
child,  and  lives  with  her  father:  Bessie  is  a stu- 
dent at  Delaware,  Ohio;  Fannie  C.  and  Alfred 
C.  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Horner  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  improvement  of  his  locality.  In  politics 
he  is  connected  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
cast  his  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  1890  he 
was  appointed  township  trustee,  under  Governor 
Steele,  and  helped  to  lay  out  Kingfisher  county. 
He  served  in  this  capacity  three  terms. 


LM.  KEYS,  who  has  attained  distinction  as 
# one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  Okla- 
homa bar,  is  now  serving"  as  assistant 
LTiited'States  attorney.  In  this  profession,  prob- 
ably more  than  in  any  other,  success  depends 
upon  individual  merit,  upon  a thorough  under- 
standing of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  a 
power  of  keen  analysis,  and  the  ability  to  present 
clearly,  concisely  and  forcibly  the  strong  points 
in  his  cause.  Possessing  these  necessary  qualifi- 
cations, Mr.  Keys  is  accorded  a foremost  place 
in  the  ranks  of  the  profession  in  this  territory, 
and  stands  to-day  one  of  the  most  esteemed 
members  of  the  Oklahoma  City  bar. 

He  was  born  near  Nobles ville,  Hamilton 
county,  Ind.,  November  6.  1859.  and  on  the 
paternal  side  is  of  Seotch-Irish  descent,  his  an- 
cestors having  come  to  Pennsylvania  with  Wil- 
liam Penn,  and  later  having  removed  to  North 
Carolina.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Keys,  was 
born  in  Surry  countv,  that  state,  but  in  early 
life  went  to  Randolph  county,  Ind.,  and  later 
became  a pioneer  of  Iowa.  He  finally  returned 
to  Hamilton  county.  Ind.,  and  in  1857  located  in 
Emporia,  Kans.  He  was  a cooper  by  trade  and 
followed  that  occupation  more  or  less  through- 
out his  entire  life.  He  took  part  in  several  of 


the  early  Indian  fights  in  Kansas,  and  died  in 
that  state  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Al- 
though reared  a Quaker,  he  finally  united  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a rel- 
ative of  General  Greene,  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy 
Smith,  was  a niece  of  General  Henry  Smith,  of 
the  war  of  1812.  Her  mother  belonged  to  the 
family  that  founded  Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 

Henrv  L.  Keys,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Randolph  county,  Ind.,  and  on  reaching 
manhood  engaged  in  contracting  and  building 
in  that  state  until  the  fall  of  1S62,  when  he  went 
to  Kansas,  but  did  not  locate  permanently  there 
until  1868.  He  followed  farming  in  Lyons 
county  until  about  two  years  ago,  when  he  came 
to  this  territory  and  located  in  Oklahoma  county, 
where  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist.  He  mar- 
ried Susan  Rich,  a native  of  Hamilton  county, 
Ind.,  who  died  when  our  subject  was  only  four 
years  old,  leaving  two  children,  the  other  being 
Albert  Y.,  a resident  of  Crutcho  township,  Okla- 
homa county.  The  Rich  family  was  of  English 
origin,  and  was  early  founded  in  North  Carolina. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Peter 
Rich,  was  born  in  Randolph  county,  that  state, 
and  was  a pioneer  both  of  Greene  and  Hamilton 
counties,  Ind.  He  was  a liberal  Quaker. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity,  with  the  exception  of  the 
vears  1862  and  1863,  when  the  family  lived  in 
Kansas,  anti  in  1868  they  returned  to  that  state, 
locating  in  Lyons  county,  where  he. attended  the 
district  schools.  For  about  three  years  he  was 
a student  in  the  State  Normal  at  Emporia,  and 
for  two  vears  was  a student  in  the  law  office  of 
Isaac  Lambert,  the  present  United  States  attor- 
ney for  southern  Kansas.  After  his  admis- 
sion to  the  Kansas  bar,  in  1883,  Mr.  Keys 
engaged  in  general  practice  at  Emporia  until 
1887,  when  he  removed  to  Rush  county,  that 
state.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  county- 
seat  fight  between  Rush  Center  and  La  Crosse, 
and  favored  the  former,  but  his  party  lost.  On 
the  14th  of  May,  1889,  he  came  to  Oklahoma, 
immediately  after  the  term  of  court  convened  in 
Rush  county,  and  established  himself  in  the  gen- 
,(. rrl  practice  of  law  here.  He  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  district  court  April  4,  1898,  and 
filled  that  office  until  November  22.  1899.  when 
appointed  assistant  United  States  attorney  for 
Oklahoma  bv  Attorney  General  Richards.  He 
made  his  headquarters  in  Oklahoma  City, 
though  his  office  takes  him  all  over  the  terri- 
torv.  He  now  devotes  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  duties  of  his  position,  and  is  prov- 
ing a most  efficient  man  for  the  place. 

In  Emporia,  Kans..  Mr.  Keys  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eltleda  X.  Clark,  a daughter 
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of  \ . J.  Clark,  who  was  a contractor  engaged 
in  supplying  forts  in  the  .west,  and  died  there 
soon  after  the  Civil  war.  She  was  horn  in  .Min- 
nesota, but  was  educated  in  Belleville.  111.  Of 
the  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
one  died  young.  Those  living  are:  Darrell, 

Clyde,  Leon  and  Norton.  Mrs.  Keys  is  an  act- 
ive member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  also  of 
the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  of  which  she  is 
now  secretary. 

Bv  birthright  Mr.  Keys  is  a member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  and  adheres  to  that  faith. 
He  is  a member  of  Oklahoma  Lodge  No.  3.  A. 
F.  & A.  M.;  Cyrus  Chapter  No.  7,  R.  A.  M..  of 
which  he  is  now  high  priest;  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge,  of  which  he  is  past  noble  grand:  the 
Encampment,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; the  Daughters  of 
Rebekah,  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men, 
of  which  he  is  past  officer.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Territorial  Bar  Association.  As  one  of  the 
prominent  lawyers  of  Oklahoma  City,  he  was 
called  upon  to  serve  as  city  attorney  one  term, 
in  1895;  deputy  county  attorney  in  1804.  He 
was  also  police  judge  of  Emporia  three  terms, 
and  city  attorney  of  Rush  Center.  The  Repub- 
lican party  has  always  found  in  him  a stanch 
supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  is  now  a mem- 
ber of  the  territorial  Republican  central  com- 
mittee from  Oklahoma  county;  a member  of  its 
executive  committee:  a member  of  the  county 
Republican  central  committee,  of  which  he  has 
been  chairman  and  secretary,  and  is  now  treas- 
urer; and  a very  prominent  and  influential 
member  of  the  city  Republican  party,  having 
been  connected  with  these  committees  since 
the  party  was  organized  here.  In  Kansas  he 
held  similar  positions,  and  now  for  over  t wenty 
years  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
work  of  his  party  as  a member  of  some  com- 
mittee. 


CS.  HOO\  ER.  whose  home  in  Garfield 
county  is  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 2.  township  22.  range  5 west,  was 
drorn  in  Huntingdon  county.  Pa..  February  2, 
1865.  His  parents  were  Jacob  F.  and  Martha 
(Simonton)  Hoover,  who  were  prosperous  farm- 
ers and  worthy  people.  Fie  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  received  his  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  countv. 

About  1883  Mr.  Hoover  went  to  Stark  countv. 
Ilk.  and  earned  his  own  livelihood  through 
working  by  the  month  on  the  farms  of  the  sur- 
rounding agriculturists.  After  five  years  of  this 
occupation,  he  thought  to  better  his  condition 
bv  removing  to  the  newlv  opened  territory  of 
( )klahoma,and,  with  this  in  view  settled  in  King- 
fisher county,  where  he  conducted  a farm  until 
the  opening  of  the  strip  in  1803.  September  16 


of  that  year  he  located  the  claim  which  1ms  since 
been  his  home,  and,  pending  the  erection  of 
more  comfortable  quarters,  lived  in  a dugout 
for  about  a year.  I11  1895  he  built  a good  house, 
and  further  added  to  the  comeliness  and  con- 
venience of  his  claim  by  erecting  a bank  barn. 
He  devotes  his  energies  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  his  painstaking,  industrious 
methods  are  apparent  on  his  well-conducted 
property. 

May  11,  1897,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Hoover  and  Pearl  Young,  of  Kingfisher,  who 
was  born  in  Nebraska,  and  came  to  Kingfisher 
county  about  1890.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoover 
has  been  born  one  child,  Floyd  Vernon,  whose 
birth  occurred  June  23,  1899.  Mr.  Hoover  is  a 
believer  in  the  principles  adopted  by  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker. 


WILLIAM  THOMAS  McCARTER.  one 
of  the  highly  esteemed  founders  of  Okla- 
homa, is  a native  of  Rochester  township, 
Fulton  county,  Bid.,  his  birth  having  taken  place 
November  6,  1853.  His  father,  James  McCarter, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Ohio,  and  there  married 
Maria  Boring,  likewise  a native  of  the  Buckeye 
state.  They  were  honest,  industrious  people, 
striving  to  perform  their  wdiole  duty  to  their 
relatives,  their  neighbors  and  community,  and 
to  their  children  they  left  the  heritage  of  worthy 
records  and  untarnished  names. 

On  his  parental  homestead  in  the  Floosier 
state  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood,  learning  the 
lessons  which  have  served  him  in  good  stead  in 
later  years.  He  became  a practical  farmer  and 
well  equipped  as  a business  man  ere  he  left  home, 
and  the  sterling  principles  which  wrere  then  in- 
culcated in  him  have  been  marked  character- 
istics of  his  career.  In  1882  he  went  to  Kansas, 
and  made  a settlement  in  the  southern  part  of 
Butler  county,  and  there,  assisted  bv  his  faith- 
ful wife,  he  gradually  amassed  a competence. 
Soon  after  Oklahoma  was  opened  he  came  to 
this  county  and  purchased  a farm  in  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  10.  Mustang  township, 
his  present  home.  Energetically  commencing  to 
improve  the  place,  he  soon  made  marked 
changes,  and  under  his  indefatigable  labors 
about  fifty  of  the  seventy  acres  of  timbered  land 
have  been  cleared  and  placed  under  the  plow. 
He  raises  excellent  crops  of  wheat  each  year, 
having  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. and  is  successful  in  raising  live  stock 
also.  Substantial  farm  buildings  and  a thriving 
orchard,  where  numerous  varieties  of  fruit  may 
be  found,  add  their  due  quota  to  the  value  of  the 
property,  which  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in 
this  section  of  the  territorv. 
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The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  naive 
<>f  Lucy  F.  Smith,  and  their  marriage  was  sol- 
emnized in  Fulton  county,  Ind.  Three  daughters 
bless  their  union,  Ruth  and  Kate  being  members 
of  their  household,  while  the  first-born,  Daisy, 
is  now  the  wife  of  Isaac  W.  Alexander,  who  is 
the  owner  of  a farm  in  this  neighborhood.  He 
came  to  Oklahoma  about  the  same  time  as  did 
.Mr.  McCarter,  but.  after  a period,  went  to  the 
Cheyenne  Nation.  He  returned,  however,  and 
now  is  numbered  among  the  permanent  and  en- 
terprising young  agriculturists  of  this  county. 

Mr.  McCarter  takes  great  interest  in  local  af- 
fairs, and  has  served  as  a director  and  clerk  of 
the  board  of  education  here.  He  is  held  in  high 
regard  by  those  who  know  him,  and  his  word  is 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  has  always 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  sustains  the 
present  progressive  administration  of  national  af- 
fairs. He  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  more  than  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. 


GEORGE  A.  GARRISON.  The  traveler 
passing  along  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 22,  township  1 8,  range  3 west.  Logan 
county,  cannot  fail  to  note  the  well-appointed 
homestead  of  George  A.  Garrison,  which  is  con- 
spicuous for  its  pleasant  location  and  the  air  of 
thrift  and  industry  which  surrounds  it.  Mr.  Gar- 
rison landed  in  Oklahoma  in  the  spring  of  1889, 
with  just  $1.65  in  his  pocket — no  stock,  no  farm- 
ing implements,  and  very  few  acquaintances  to 
give  him  a helping  hand.  All  that  he  sees  about 
him  is  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  perse- 
verance, assisted  by  the  industry  and  good  judg- 
ment of  his  excellent  wife.  They  are  still  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  the  midst  of  their  usefulness, 
and  their  example  should  be  an  inspiration  to 
all  who  are  faint-hearted  and  backward  about 
seeking  to  overcome  obstacles. 

A native  of  the  Hoosier  state,  Mr.  Garrison 
was  born  in  South  Bend.  March  29,  1843.  at  the 
time  when  Indiana  was  first  giving  evidences  of 
the  importance  to  which  it  was  destined  to  attain. 
He  is  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Catherine  (Mead) 
Garrison,  who  were  natives,  respectively,  of  New 
York  and  Ohio.  The  elder  Garrison  went  to 
California  in  1849  and  never  returned.  The 
mother  died  in  Indiana  February  24.  1848,  aged 
twenty-two  years. 

Young  Garrison  remained  with  his  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  Hannah  Mead,  during  his  younger 
years.  Having  a talent  for  work  with  edged 
tools,  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he 
followed,  operating-  as  a contractor  in  Misha- 
waka and  Warsaw  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war.  Putting  aside  all  worldly  considerations, 
he  decided  to  enlist  in  support  of  the  Union. 
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He  enlisted  at  South  Bend  in  October,  1861,  in 
Company  E,  Forty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
served  as  a private  for  four  years  and  three 
months,  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  at 
Huntsville  and  Shiloh,  marched  with  General 
Sherman  to  Vicksburg,  in  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  which  later  became  known  as  General 
Logan’s  corps;  then,  returning  to  Memphis, 
marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  He  had  vet- 
eranized December  31,  1863,  at  Huntsville,  Ala. 
At  the  close  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Louisville,  Ivy.,  July  15,  1865. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Garrison  returned 
to  his  home  in  Indiana  and  followed  his  trade. 
Meantime  he  had  another  very  important  matter 
in  hand,  which  culminated  in  a wedding,  his  mar- 
riage taking  place  at  Warsaw,  Ind.,  January  4, 
1S70.  The  parents  of  (Mrs.  Garrison  were  Hon. 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Nichols)  Boydston,  the  for- 
mer a farmer  and  miller  at  Boydston’s  Mills, 
Ind.,  and  a man  of  prominence,  serving  in  nu- 
merous local  offices  of  trust  and  filling  the  posi- 
tion of  representative  in  the  Indiana  legislature 
for  two  terms. 

Until  the  spring  of  1887  Mr.  Garrison  contin- 
ued to  make  his  home  in  Indiana.  Removing 
from  there  to  southwestern  Kansas,  he  worked 
at  his  trade.  On  the  opening  of  Oklahoma  he 
was  one  of  those  who  made  the  run  to  secure  a 
claim.  While  he  failed  to  secure  a claim  him- 
self, he  induced  another  man  to  leave  his  land, 
and  thus  gained  possession  of  what  has  proved 
to  be  a valuable  estate.  He  was  the  original 
filer  of  the  claim.  Living  frugally  and  working 
tirelessly,  he  effected  one  improvement  after  an- 
other. until  we  find  him  to-day  well-to-do  and  a 
prominent  citizen  of  his  township.  It  is  said  that 
his  farm  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  best  in  Lo- 
gan county,  and  the  taxes  on  his  quarter  are 
higher  than  those  on  any  other  quarter  in  the 
entire  township.  The  first  domicile  of  the  family 
in  Oklahoma  was  a very  modest  dwelling,  12x18 
feet,  and  in  this  they  made  their  home  for  six 
years.  Afterward  a neat  house  was  erected. 
There  are  gradually  being  added  all  the  appur- 
tenances of  a modern  country  homestead.  Good 
live  stock  are  to  be  found  on  the  farm,  with 
suitable  buildings  for  their  accommodation. 

In  politics  Mr.  Garrison  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  the  principles  of  which  he  has 
upheld  ever  since  he  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  General  Grant.  While  he  is  not  identi- 
fied with  any  church,  he  is  in  sympathy  with  re- 
ligious and  philanthropic  work,  and  his  wife  is 
connected  with  the  Episcopal  denomination.  In 
his  familv  there  are  two  sons.  Albert  C.  and  Wil- 
liam Lloyd.  The  former,  who  is  twenty-six  years 
of  age.  enlisted  in  the  Spanish-Amcrican  war  as 
a member  of  Company  I,  hirst  Territorial  Regi- 
ment of  Oklahoma,  and  re-enlisted  as  a veteran 
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at  Fort  Reno,  in  Company  E,  Thirty-third  Regi- 
ment United  States  Volunteer  Infantry.  At  this 
writing  he  is  in  the  Philippine  Islands  and  holds 
the  rank  of  first  duty  sergeant.  The  younger 
son,  who  is  eighteen  years  of  age,  is  with  his 
parents  on  the  home  farm. 


CHARLES  E.  LANGE.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative and  popular  agriculturists  of 
Kingfisher  county  is  Mr.  Lange,  who  has 
had  many  years  of  experience  in  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  and  keeps  abreast  of  all  the  latest  im- 
provements in  agricultural  implements.  He  is 
a native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  born  December 
18,’  1863,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Antonie 
(Frank)  Lange,  also  natives  of  Prussia.  Wil- 
liam Lange  spent  his  life  in  Germany,  and  was 
a manufacturer  of  garden  tools,  turning  out  a 
large  amount  every  year.  He  served  one  year 
in  the  army,  and  in  1848  was  an  officer  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Antonie  Frank,  bore  him  six  children,  as 
follows:  William,  who  lives  in  Germany;  Ed- 
ward, a miller  and  manufacturer  of  Denmark; 
Charles  E.,  the  subject  of  this  biography;  Louise, 
wife  of  Bernard  Farwick,  cf  Berlin;  Alary,  widow 
of  Carl  Burbach;  and  Dr.  Hugo  Lange,  a physi- 
cian of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  and  a graduate  of  Co- 
lumbia College. 

Charles  E.  Lange  received  his  education  in 
Germany,  and  took  a scientific  course  of  farm- 
ing at  the  Agricultural  college.  In  1881  he 
left  school  and  set  sail  for  tins  country,  settling 
in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  at  farm- 
ing and  in  nurseries  for  four  years.  In  18S5  he 
went  back  to  Germany  to  visit  relatives,  and  re- 
mained there  seven  months.  Returning  to  this 
country,  he  traveled  in  many  states,  looking  for 
a suitable  place  in  which  to  settle.  He  at  last 
bought  a farm  in  Ottawa  county,.  Ivans.,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  and  cattle-raising  for  four  years. 
In  1888  he  made  another  trip  to  his  native  land, 
returning  to  this  country  in  the  spring  of  1889. 

In  the  fall  of  1889  Air.  Lange  came  to  his  pres- 
ent claim  in  Kingfisher  county,  comprising  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  15,  Harrison  town- 
ship. He  returned  to  Kansas  for  the  winter  and 
in  the  following  spring  settled  on  his  claim  in 
Oklahoma,  where  he  kept  bachelor’s  hall  for 
three  years.  During  this  time  he  made  many 
improvements  on  the  place,  putting  most  of  the 
land  under  the  plow,  setting  out  a vineyard  and 
a good  orchard  of  five  hundred  trees.  In  1891 
Air.  Lange  built  a house,  16x24  feet,  which  was 
then  the  best  and  largest  in  the  countv.  Since 
then  he  has  added  greatly  to  his  possessions. 
In  1896  he  bought  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 6,  Lynn  township;  and  eighty  acres  adjoin- 


ing his  claim  on  section  15,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1899  bought  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
27,  Harrison  township.  At  present  he  is  owner 
of  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Okla- 
homa, and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Ot- 
tawa county,  Ivans.  He  has  made  a specialty 
of  wheat-raising,  having  from  two  hundred  to 
three  hundred  acres.  He  also  keeps  from  fifty  to 
sixty  head  of  cattle. 

Air.  Lange  returned  to  Germany  in  1892,  and 
was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Alary  Alueller, 
whose  father  was  August  Alueller,  a granite 
cutter  and  manufacturer  of  granite  stones.  Au- 
gust Alueller  married  Louise  Zirzow,  a descend- 
ant of  the  nobility  of  Germany,  and  whose 
grandfather,  Count  Zirzow,  owned  large  estates 
in  Germany.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Emil  and 
Hugo.  Air.  Lange  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  town  affairs,  hav- 
ing served  one  term  as  township  treasurer.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  German  Farm- 
ers' Alutual  Fire  and  Tornado  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  is  president  of  the  same. 


TAMES  HENRY  Ale  LEAN,  an  honored  vet- 
J eran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a loyal,  patriotic 
citizen  of  this  great  republic,  is  one  of  the 
practical  farmers  of  Logan  county.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  Waverly,  Alorgan  county,  111.,  his  birth 
having  occurred  October  11,  1841,  and  eight 
years  of  his  boyhood  having  been  passed  in  the 
Prairie  state.  In  1849,  when  thousands  of  eager 
home-seekers  and  gold  prospectors  poured  into 
the  great  west,  the  McLean  family  removed  to 
Alarion  county,  Iowa,  and  for  twenty  vears  gave 
their  attention  to  the  cultivation  and  develop- 
ment of  a tract  of  government  land  which  they 
homesteaded.  The  father,  George  W.  AIcLean, 
was  a native  of  Kentucky,  while  the  mother. 
Elizabeth  (Loudon)  AIcLean.  was  born  in  Alis- 
souri,  and  their  marriage  took  place  in  Alorgan 
county.  111. 

As  the  eldest  child,  many  burdens  fell  upon 
the  shoulders  of  our  subject  at  an  early  age,  and 
he  had  but  limited  educational  advantages.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  Company  F, 
Fortieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
chiefly  in  the  Arkansas,  Alissouri  and  Kentucky 
campaigns.  I hough  he  took  part  in  numerous 
skirmishes,  he  never  was  wounded  nor  cap- 
tured and  never  was  in  the  hospital  nor  absent 
from  his  post  of  duty.  In  August,  1865,  he  was 
honorably  discharged,  having  been  mustered  out 
at  Fort  Gibson,  Cherokee  Reservation,  I.  T. 

Returning  to  Iowa.  AFr.  AIcLean  resumed  ag- 
riculture, and.  in  1867  went  to  Nemaha  countv. 
Neb.,  where  lie  bought  eighty  acres  of  land. 
For  twelve  years  he  carried  on  that  farm,  and  in 
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iNSo  sold  his  property,  which  he  had  greatly 
increased  in  value  in  the  meantime.  Then  going 
to  Jackson  county,  Kans.,  he  purchased  a quar- 
ter-section of  land  and  for  ten  years  made  his 
home  there.  In  December,  1890,  he  came  to 
Oklahoma,  which  he  liked  so  well  that  he  bought 
his  fine  homestead,  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 18,  township  17,  range  1 west.  After  mak- 
ing due  provision  for  the  needs  of  his  family, 
he  sent  for  them,  and  they  have  prospered  and 
greatly  enjoyed  their  sojourn  here.  The  farm, 
which  now  embodies  three-fourths  of  a section, 
is  a model  one,  having  a running  creek  and  a 
good  pond,  four  acres  planted  as  an*  orchard, 
substantial  and  comfortable  house  and  barns, 
and  an  immense  cistern,  with  a capacity  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  barrels. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  1S69,  Mr.  McLean 
married  Mary  J.  Curry,  of  Richardson  county, 
Neb.  She  was  born  in  St.  Clair  county,  Mo., 
and  her  father,  William  Curry,  died  during  the 
Civil  war,  after  which  she  accompanied  her 
mother,  Airs.  Martha  (Renfro)  Curry,  to  Ne- 
braska, in  1867.  The  elder  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McLean,  John  M.,  married  Anna  Lee,  and  has 
one  child.  Homer,  the  younger  son,  is  unmar- 
ried, and  aids  his  father  in  the  management  of 
the  home  farm. 

Mr.  McLean  never  has  been  an  aspirant  to 
political  honors,  and  when,  in  Nebraska,  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  he  re- 
fused to  qualify.  He  was  reared  in  the  political 
faith  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  of  late  years 
has  preferred  to  be  wholly  free  from  party  lines, 
and  votes  independently.  Fraternally  he  be- 
longs to  Hartranft  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Guthrie. 


DEXTER  MEACHAM.  The  greater  part 
of  the  youth  of  Mr.  Meacham  was  spent  as 
a cattle  boy  on  the  wide  plains  of  the  west, 
and  there  were  probably  engendered  the  broad 
and  practical  ideas  which  have  been  of  such  use 
to  him  in  later  years. 

Born  in  Ossian,  Wells  county,  Ind.,  in  1857, 
Mr.  Meacham  is  a son  of  Thaddeus  A.  Meacham, 
who  was  born  in  Virginia  December  16,  1815, 
and  when  quite  a young  man  crossed  the  country 
to  Ohio  and  married  Lucinda  Davis,  of  Jackson 
county,  Ohio.  After  a few  years  of  residence 
there  he  went  to  Ossian,  Ind.,  but  in  i860  moved 
his  family  to  Logan  county,  111.,  and  two  years 
later  to  Sangamon  county.  111.  For  three  years, 
during  the  war,  he  served  from  Logan  count} 
in  the  Union  army  in  Company  D,  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  Subsequently  he  resided  in  Illi- 
nois until  1868,  when  he  took  his  family  to 
Saunders  county,  NTcb.,  and  homesteaded  a claim 
on  government  land,  which  was  the  scene  of  his 
agricultural  activity  for  fifteen  years.  Now,  at 


the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  Mr.  Meacham  is 
quietly  living  in  Saunders  county,  having  re- 
cently spent  the  winter  with  his  son  Dexter  in 
Oklahoma.  Mrs.  Davis  died  in  Illinois  in  1867 
and  left  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Maude  is  the  wife  of  William  Howard,  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.;  Joseph  is  living  in  Nebraska;  John  is 
a druggist  at  Waukomis,  Okla. ; Dexter  is  living 
in  Oklahoma;  Elemuel  is  living  in  Nodaway 
county,  Mo.;  and  Jeannette  is  the  wife  of  Lewis 
Waldridge,  of  Chicago.  Thaddeus  A.  Meacham 
was  married  a second  time,  his  wife  being  Mrs. 
Philipina  Rash,  but  of  this  union  there  are  no 
children. 

Until  his  eleventh  year  Dexter  Meacham  lived 
at  Ossian,- Ind.,  and  in  Illinois,  where  he 'dili- 
gently studied  at  the  public  schools  and  availed 
himself  of  all  the  business  and  agricultural  op- 
portunities that  came  his  way.  When  he  started 
in  to  drive  cattle  on  the  trails  through  Kansas 
and  the  Cherokee  strip  (now  Oklahoma),  and 
the  Panhandle  region  in  Texas,  he  continued 
still  further,  going  to  Dakota,  Colorado,  Wyo- 
ming and  the  greater  part  of  the  wild  west,  his 
cattle-driving  experience  covering  a period  of 
seven  years.  At  last,  weary  of  his  roving  and 
unsettled  existence,  he  located  in  Lyons  county', 
Ivans.,  on  a rented  farm,  but  finally  purchased 
a farm  in  Kansas,  which  he  later  rented  out,  and 
engaged  in  a mercantile  business  in  Topeka. 
Not  content  with  the  prospects  opened  before 
him  in  Kansas,  he  disposed  of  all  of  his  interests 
there  and  went  to  Saunders  county.  Neb.,  where 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  and  farmed  until 
1888. 

At  this  time  Air.  Meacham  took  his  family  to 
the  Panhandle  region,  Texas,  where  they  lived 
until  the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  Upon  arriving 
in  the  newly  opened  territory,  April  22,  18S9,  he 
succeeded  the  following  day  in  locating  a claim, 
which  was  filed  May  13,  after  which  he  returned 
to  the  Panhandle  country  for  his  household 
goods  and  stock.  In  his  absence  the  familv 
lived  in  a little  log  house  on  the  claim,  20x14 
feet  in  dimensions,  which  they  continued  to  oc- 
cupy until  1892.  The  first  crops  put  in  the 
broken  ground  consisted  of  corn  and  pumpkins, 
which  were  followed  for  several  years  bv  excel- 
lent corn  crops.  One  hundred  acres  were  put 
under  the  plow,  a good  orchard  of  four  acres 
planted  with  trees,  and  in  1892  a house  erected, 
30x34  feet  in  dimensions. 

In  1899  Mr.  Meacham  added  to  his  posses- 
sions by  the  purchase  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
the  same  section  on  which  he  resided,  and  now 
owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
of  which  two  hundred  are  under  wheat  cultiva- 
tion. lie  was  married  in  1880,  at  Topeka.  Kans.. 
to  Lydia  Freeland,  a daughter  of  Tolin  S.  Free- 
land, of  Topeka,  who  settled  there  in  1854.  Mr. 
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Freeland  saw  a great  deal  of  wild  western  life, 
and  participated  in  the  border  warfare  to  a large 
extent,  and  was  captured  during  Price’s  raid. 
In  the  excitement  a gun  was  handed  to  Mr. 
Freeland,  with  the  request  that  he  guard  the  pris- 
oners (his  own  comrades),  while  the  rest  of  the 
Confederates  went  after  another  bunch  of  men. 
He  had  evidently  been  mistaken  for  a Confed- 
erate in  the  flurry,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  Mr. 
Freeland  and  friends  lost  no  time  in  beating  a 
hasty  retreat.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meacham  have 
been  born  four  children:  Claude,  Raymond,  May 
J.  and  Earl.  Mr.  Meacham  is  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  been  active  in  local  politics.  In 
1891  he  was  candidate  for  registrar  of  deeds,  and 
he  has  been  identified  from  the  beginning  of  his 
residence  in  the  territory  with  the  work  of  the 
schools.  In  1890  he  collected  a meeting  of  citi- 
zens at  his  home  to  arrange  for  the  erection  of  a 
schoolhouse,  which,  when  built,  was  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  this  part  of  the  county.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  a director  on  the  school  board. 
He  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  man,  and 
commands  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who 
are  privileged  to  know  him. 


AUGUST  MORAWETZ.  Upon  the  claim 
in  Kingfisher  township,  Kingfisher  county, 
which  was  formerly  the  pride  of  August 
Morawetz,  lives  his  widow,  profiting  by  the  re- 
sult of  his  long  years  of  industry  and  improving 
her  financial  condition  by  making  wine  from  the 
grapes  that  grow  in  luxuriance  in  the  vineyard. 

Of  German  and  Bohemian  parentage,  his  par- 
ents came  to  America  in  the  early  part  of  the 
century  and  settled  in  Illinois,  when  the  father 
was  a young  man.  In  Bohemia  he  had  studied 
for  the  priesthood,  with  the  idea  of  devoting  his 
life  to  the  cause,  but  after  coming  to  America  he 
changed  his  views,  and  cast  his  fortunes  with 
the  German  Methodist  Church  at  Hannibal,  Mo., 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  In  St. 
Louis  he  married  Elizabeth  Carr,  a native  of 
Germany.  To  this  couple  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  living.  The  mother  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead  at  Hannibal, 
Mo.  There  August  Morawetz  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  When  opportu- 
nity offered  he  learned  the  butcher’s  trade,  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  and  for  several  successive 
vears  operated  in  that  line  on  quite  a large 
scale,  buying  and  selling  stock  and  shipping  to 
St.  Louis. 

On  the  famous  April  22nd,  1S89,  lie  made  the 
run,  with  others,  in  search  of  undeveloped  land, 
and  located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
27  the  same  day,  and  the  following  day  filed  his 
claim.  Owing  to  exposure  incident  to  making 
the  run  from  Buffalo  Springs  he  contracted  ma- 


larial fever,  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  his 
home  in  order  to  recuperate.  The  following 
May  he  returned  and  located  on  his  claim,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  busy  life  in  improving 
and  developing  it.  The  farm  has  an  orchard 
covering  eight  acres,  on  which  the  owner  set  out 
one  thousand  and  six  hundred  fruit  trees,  besides 
which  he  had  two  hundred  shade  trees,  and 
there  are  two  thousand  grape  vines.  To  add  to 
the  convenience  of  irrigating,  there  is  a tvvo-acre 
lake.  Mr.  Morawetz  carried  on  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and,  to  utilize  the  beef  slaugh- 
tered on  the  farm,  ran  a meat  market  in  King- 
fisher. 0£  the  grapes  that  grew  in  the  vineyard 
he  made  wine,  which  he  sold,  and  which  became 
quite  a source  of  revenue.  In  1891  he  further 
improved  his  property  by  erecting  a very  com- 
fortable and  commodious  house,  fitted  with  all 
modern  improvements.  As  the  herds  of  cattle 
increased  he  was  obliged  to  lease  land  for  pas- 
ture. 

Mr.  Morawetz  was  unusually  successful  in  all 
of  his  enterprises,  and  was  one  of  the  hardest 
working  men  in  the  township.  He  always  at- 
tributed his  good  fortune  to  the  able  assistance 
of  his  wife,  who  proved  herself  a good  manager 
and  a worthy  helpmate.  Mrs.  Morawetz  was 
formerly  Annie  L.  Richardson,  of  Hannibal, 
Mo.,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Richardson,  who  is 
living  in  Kingfisher  township,  and  who  is  a mil- 
ler by  trade,  having  practiced  his  trade  in  Cliam- 
bersburg,  Pa.,  and  Missouri.  The  home  life  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morawetz  was  extremely  happy, 
and  he  was  devoted  to  his  fireside  and  spent  all 
of  his  leisure  time  within  his  home  circle. 


SWAN  MARTIN.  No  foreign  element  has 
become  a more  important  part  in  our  Amer- 
ican citizenship  than  that  furnished  by  Swe- 
den. The  emigrants  from  that  land  have  brought 
with  them  to  the  new  world  the  stability,  enter- 
prise and  perseverance  characteristic  of  their 
people,  and  have  fused  these  qualities  with  the 
progressiveness  and  indomitable  spirit  of  the 
west.  In  Mr.  Martin,  of  Oklahoma  City,  we  find 
a worthy  representative  of  this  class. 

He  was  born  near  Christianstad,  in  Skaane, 
Sweden,  June  9,  1862,  a son  of  Aakc  and  Ellen 
(Olson)  Martinson,  also  natives  of  the  same 
place,  where  the  mother  still  resides.  There  the 
father  owned  and  operated  a farm  until  his  death. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  followed 
blacksmithing  as  a life  work,  and  the  maternal 
grandfather,  Ole  Grip,  served  for  many  vears  as 
a soldier  in  the  Swedish  army.  Our  subject  is 
the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  four 
children,  the  others  being  Aakc,  who  resides  on 
the  old  home  farm;  Hannah,  also  a resident  of 
Sweden;  and  Peter,  a farmer  of  Washington. 


GEORGE  H.  LAING, 
Kingfisher. 
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Swan  Martin  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
upon  the  home  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the 
national  schools  of  Sweden.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  he  was  apprenticed  to  a carriage  maker 
in  Christianstad,  where  he  remained  three  years, 
and,  after  serving  for  a time  in  the  Swedish  army 
as  an  artilleryman,  he  went  to  Stockholm,  and 
later  to  Helsingfors,  working  at  his  trade  in  both 
places.  In  1887  he  went  to  Copenhagen,  Den- 
maik,  where  he  was  similarly  employed  until  his 
emigration  to  America  in  August,  1889.  Land- 
ing in  Quebec,  Canada,  he  proceeded  at  once  to 
Fargo,  X.  Dak.,  where  he  remained  five  months, 
and  then  removed  to  Saliua.  Kans.,  where  he 
worked  at  carriage  making  until  the  spring  of 
1893.  He  next  found  employment  at  his  trade 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  remained  until 
coming  to  Oklahoma  Citv  in  December,  1893. 
After  working  for  others  for  two  years,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Buechser,  and 
under  the  firm  name  of  Oklahoma  Carriage 
Works  they  have  since  engaged  in  business, 
manufacturing  all  kinds  of  carriages  and  wagons 
and  doing  general  repair  work.  They  occupy 
their  entire  building,  which  is  50x140  feet,  and 
two  stories  in  height,  the  first  floor  being  used 
for  wood-work  and  blacksmithing,  and  as  a re- 
pository in  front,  and  the  second  floor  for  trim- 
ming, painting,  etc.  In  the  past  two  years  their 
trade  has  more  than  doubled,  and  they  now  do 
the  most  extensive  business  of  any  company  in 
their  line  in  the  territory.  As  a business  man 
Mr.  Martin  is  energetic,  enterprising  and  reli- 
able, and  in  his  undertakings  he  has  met  with 
well-deserved  success.  Besides  his  citv  property 
lie  now  owns  eighty  acres  of  farming  land  in 
Oklahoma  towmship,  four  and  a half  miles  north- 
east of  the  city,  which  is  well  improved.  On 
taking  out  his  naturalization  papers  he  changed 
his  name  from  Martinson  to  Martin,  for  con- 
venience. He  is  independent  both  in  politics 
and  religion,  and  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
City  Club. 


EORGE  H.  LAING,  a distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  Kingfisher  bar,  has  frequently 
been  honored  with  official  positions  of 
responsibility  and  trust.  He  has  taken  an  im- 
portant part  in  public  affairs  wherever  he  has 
dwelt,  and  is  recognized  as  a leading  factor  in 
the  Republican  party.  Standing  for  progress  in 
every  direction,  he  has  been  a strong  champion 
of  free  homes  and  statehood  for  Oklahoma,  has 
supported  schools  and  local  enterprises  and.  to 
the  best  of  his  ability,  meets  everv  obligation 
of  citizenship. 

To  those  who  know  him  it  is  not  a matter  of 
surprise  to  learn  from  what  patriotic  stock  Mr 
Laing  is  descended.  The  Laing  family  is  an  old 


one  in  Inverness,  Scotland,  of  the  stanch  old 
Presbyterian  denomination.  His  grandfather, 
Alexander  Andrew  Laing,  was  born  in  the  Isle  of 
Skye,  whence  he  removed  to  Edinburgh.  He 
owned  a large  stock  farm,  known  as  Comely 
Bank,  situated  three  miles  from  the  capital.  For 
years  he  was  noted  in  that  locality  as  a breeder 
of  fine  Galloway  and  Polled-Angus  cattle. 

Col.  George  Alexander  Laing,  a native  of 
Edinburgh,  was  a member  of  the  celebrated 
Forty-second  Highlanders  in  the  Crimean  war, 
and  served  throughout  that  campaign  as  captain 
of  a company,  hie  participated  in  the  hard- 
fought  battles  of  Inkerman  and  Alma,  and  for 
his  distinguished  gallantry  at  the  last-named 
engagement  was  subsequently  awarded  the  Vic- 
toria cross.  After  retiring  from  the  army  he  be- 
came the  proprietor  of  Comely  Bank,  where  he 
departed  this  life  in  1873.  His  wife,  Georgiana 
Isabel,  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  and  died  in  1871. 
Her  father,  Peter  Brash,  an  architect  and  super- 
intendent of  construction,  also  came  of  an  old 
Edinburgh  family. 

Born  in  Edinburgh,.  December  it,  1862, 
George  IT.  Laing  was  orphaned  at  a tender  age. 
His  brother,  John  A.,  is  first-lieutenant  of  the 
Seventeenth  I’unjav  Light  Infantry  in  the  In- 
dian service  of  the  British  army.  Alary  Louise, 
their  only  sister,  died  in  Edinburgh  eight  vears 
ago. 

Receiving  an  excellent  literary  education, 
George  H.  Laing  was  graduated  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Academy,  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  In 
1878  it  was  his  privilege  to  attend  the  Paris 
Exposition,  and  for  six-  months  he  traveled  on 
the  continent.  In  1879  he  came  to  Newr  York- 
City,  where  he  remained  for  two  vears,  em- 
ployed as  a shipping-clerk  with  the  firm  of 
Arnold  & Constable,  wholesale  dry-goods  mer- 
chants. Nineteen  years  ago  he  came  to  the 
west,  and  for  seven  years  conducted  a fine  ranch 
located  forty-seven  miles  north  of  Sidnev,  Neb., 
on  the  Platte  river.  There  lie  engaged  in  breed- 
ing black  Polled-Angus  cattle,  and  introduced 
the  thoroughbred  stock  in  western  Nebraska 
and  Wyoming. 

On  that  spring  day  which  initiated  Oklahoma 
territory’s  history,  Mr.  Laing  located  a claim 
about  a mile  south  of  Kingfisher  and  built  a 
comfortable  residence  thereon.  In  June,  1889, 
he  was  appointed  the  first  contest  clerk  in  the 
United  States  land  office  at  Kingfisher  stage 
station,  a position  which  he  held  for  fifteen 
months,  then  being  appointed  deputy  district 
clerk  under  Judge  Clark,  of  Oklahoma  Citv.  hi 
the  fall  of  i8<)2  he  resigned  that  office,  and.  re- 
turning- to  kingfisher,  served  for  a short  time 
as  a special  clerk  in  the  United  States  land  office 
here.  Meanwhile,  he  had  been  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Oklahoma  City,  and  in  Januarv,  181)3. 
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opened  an  office  in  Kingfisher,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Whiting  & Laing.  In  the  following 
September  the  firm  established  an  office  at  Enid, 
where  a large  practice  was  built  up,  and  it  was 
not  until  iS 97  that  the  gentlemen  resumed  their 
old  practice  in  this  city.  Soon  afterwards  Mr. 
Laing  was  appointed  deputy  district  clerk,  by 
Judge  McAtee,  and  later  was  reappointed  by 
Judge  C.  E.  Irwin.  A fine  penman  and  accurate 
accountant,  he  is  just  the  man  for  the  position, 
and  is  valued  by  those  acquainted  with  its  re- 
quirements. He  continues  to  carry  on  his  law 
practice,  standing  high  in  his  profession,  and  is 
now  connected  with  the  Kingfisher  County  Bar 
Association,  being  secretary  thereof. 

Always  sincerely  interested  in  educational  mat- 
ters, Mr.  Laing  exercises  his  influence  on  behalf 
of  good  schools  and  teachers.  He  was  a candi- 
date for  the  school  board  from  the  second  ward 
of  Kingfisher,  and  was  elected  by  the  largest 
majority  of  any  one  on  the  ticket.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  ardent  Republican  since  becoming 
a voter,  and  was  influential  in  the  organization 
of  this  county.  He  served  as  the  first  secretary 
of  the  Republican  county  central  committee, 
is  the  present  chairman  thereof,  and  has 
attended  every  territorial  convention.  In  the 
fraternities  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the 
Order  of  Red  Men,  the  Caledonian  Club  and  the 
St.  Andrews  Society  of  New  York  City.  Re- 
ligiously, he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  one  of  the 
active  members  of  the  Kingfisher  Church. 

On  the  22nd  of  August,  1894,  Mr.  Laing  mar- 
ried Miss  Mina  A.  Menzies,  who  was  born  in 
Peterboro,  Ontario,  Canada.  Two  children  bless 
the  marriage  of  this  worthy  couple,  namely : Ron- 
ald B.  and  Christine  1.  Mrs.  Laing  is  one  of  the 
seven  children  of  Thomas  and  Isabelle  (McIn- 
tyre) Menzies,  natives  of  Perthshire,  Scotland. 
The  former’s  father,  James,  and  his  grandfather, 
John  Menzies,  were  natives  of  the  same  localitv. 
John  Menzies  served  with  Sir  Ralph  Abercrom- 
bie, as  captain  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Highlanders 
at  the  famous  battle  of  the  Nile  in  Egypt,  where 
the  British  army  defeated  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 
Mrs.  Isabelle  (McIntyre)  Menzies’  father,  Don- 
ald McIntyre,  participated  in  the  battle  of  Wa- 
terloo, being  the  major  of  a Scotch  regiment 
known  as  the  Gray  cavalry. 


T OIIN  HENRY  McFARLAND.  The  honie- 
J stead  of  John  1 lenry  McFarland  in  [Mustang 
township,  Oklahoma  county  has  now  passed 
into  other  hands,  but  was  for  some  time  operated 
with  admirable  ability  by  his  widow,  aided  bv  her 
energetic,  business-like  sons.  They  were  much 
esteemed  citizens  of  this  community,  where  they 
resided  for  nearly  twelve  years,  quietly,  vet  earn- 


estly, striving  to  develop  a model  homestead 
out  of  a wild  tract  of  land,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  fulfill  every  obligation  of  citizenship. 

Mrs.  Freda  J.  McFarland,  who  succeeded  well 
in  meeting  the  severe  responsibilities  which  fell 
to  her  share  in  life, especially  of  late  years,  is  a na- 
tive of  Germany,  and  doubtless  inherited  many  of 
the  stable  qualities  for  which  her  countrymen  are 
noted.  She  was  only  five  years  old  when  she 
came  to  America  with  her  parents,  Joachim  A. 
and  Henrietta  Peters.  The  father  was  a miller 
by  trade,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
flour  in  Germany,  but  after  coming  to  the  United 
States  devoted  his  attention  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil.  For  some  time  the  family  lived  in 
Ohio,  but  in  1870  a move  was  made  to  Sumner 
county,  Kans.  There  the  father  was  a pioneer 
farmer,  and  for  almost  a quarter  of  a century 
continued  to  operate  his  homestead  in  that  local- 
ity, being  called  to  his  reward  in  1894. 

In  March,  1874,  his  daughter,  Freda  J.,  was 
married  in  the  parental  home  in  Sumner  county 
to  J.  FI.  McFarland,  a native  of  Indiana,  a son 
of  J.  H.  and  Sarah  McFarland,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  the  Hoosier  state.  They  also  were 
numbered  among  the  first  white  inhabitants  of 
Elk  county,  Kans.  In  embarking  in  independ- 
ent life,  John  H.  McFarland  went  to  Sumner 
county,  same  state,  where  he  took  up  a claim, 
and  there  he  and  his  wife  commenced  house- 
keeping. Success  soon  crowned  their  efforts  to 
acquire  a competence,  and  when  Oklahoma  was 
opened  to  civilization  they  wisely  determined  to 
try  their  fortunes  in  this  beautiful  country.  In 
July.  1889,  the  husband  bought  out  a claimant 
to  the  property  in  [Mustang  township,  on  which 
he  settled  with  his  family.  The  land  is  very  fer- 
tile and  good  harvests  were  garnered  here  from 
the  first.  The  new  owner  instituted  numerous 
improvements,  set  out  a large  orchard,  built  a 
comfortable  farm-house  and  barn,  and  contin- 
ually expended  time,  energy  and  means  on  the 
place,  which  now  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
desirable  farms  in  the  township.  In  the  midst  of 
his  useful  career  Mr.  McFarland  was  stricken 
down  with  disease,  death  resulting'  from  com- 
plications of  pneumonia  and  measles,  February 
24.  1899. 

The  heavy  responsibilities  which  thus  de- 
volved upon  the  wife  and  mother  she  bravely 
took  up,  and  certainly  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 
Her  sons,  James  Lewis  and  Willard,  were  of 
much  assistance  to  her  in  her  actual  care  of  the 
farm,  for  they  endeavored  to  carry  out  to  the 
letter  the  plans  which  their  father  had  made, 
lames  L.,  the  elder,  has  already  attained  promi- 
nence among  the  young  farmers  of  this  terri- 
tory. and,  judging;  by  what  he  already  has  ac- 
complished. his  future  is  one  of  promise.  He  has 
raised  some  exceptionally  fine  crops  of  wheat. 
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and  was  awarded  a premium  on  the  same  in  1899 
by  the  Oklahoma  Street  Fair  Association.  This 
prize,  of  which  he  lias  reason  to  be  proud,  is  a 
tine-toned  organ,  which  graces  the  cozy  little 
parlor  of  the  family  residence.  He  now  resides 
in  the  eastern  part  of  this  county. 

July  18,  1900.  Mrs.  McFarland  married  her 
neighbor,  John  O’Shea,  who  settled  on  the  same 
section  (4)  about  the  time  that  the  McFarland 
family  located  here.  He  is  a native  of  Canada. 
His  only  child  (by  a former  marriage),  Thomas, 
is  now  a lad  of  six  years. 


GEORGE  LOCKWOOD.  Under  the  reign 
of  the  progressive  agriculturists  of  Okla- 
homa, this  fertile  region  has  become  a gar- 
den spot  within  the  comparatively  short  period 
of  a decade,  and  few,  if  any,  regions  of  the  great 
west  take  precedence  of  this  fair  and  highly  pro- 
ductive strip  of  territory.  One  reason  of  its 
rapid  rise  in  wealth  and  beauty  undoubtedly  is 
that  an  exceptionally  intelligent  and  energetic 
class  of  citizens  settled  here  at  the  time  of  its 
opening  to  civilization.  In  Crutcho  township, 
Oklahoma  county,  George  Lockwood  ranks 
with  its  best  agriculturists,  and,  as  he  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  its  present  prosperity,  he  is 
well  entitled  to  representation  in  its  history. 

He  comes  from  a sterling  old  New  England 
family,  his  father,  Dr.  Maurice  Lockwood,  being 
a native  of  the  Green  Mountain  state.  He  sailed 
on  the  high  seas  for  a number  of  years  in  his 
early  manhood,  and  then  removed  to  Butler 
county,  Mo.,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  He  also  studied  medicine  and  for 
years  was  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in 
Missouri.  In  1870  he  located  in  Barber  county, 
Kans.,  and  thence  went  to  Washington  territory, 
where,  as  formerly,  he  was  interested  in  agricul- 
ture. A short  time  prior  to  his  death  he  returned 
to  his  old  Missouri  home,  where  he  passed  away 
at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-three  years.  He  was 
actively  connected  with  the  affairs  of  his  com- 
munity and  gave  his  earnest  aid  to  the  Repub- 
lican party.  To  himself  and  wife,  Sarah  Jane 
(Doolan)  Lockwood,  seven  children  were  born. 
Two  are  deceased;  Elijah  and  the  widowed 
mother  reside  in  Washington;  Lincoln  is  in 
Oregon;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  J.  N.  Burdon,  of 
Idaho,  and  Lewis  resides  in  Washington. 

George  Lockwood  was  born  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  August  23,  1854,  and  passed  his  boyhood 
upon  the  parental  homestead  in  Butler  county, 
Mo.,  and  in  Randolph  county,  Ark.  When  he 
was  a youth  of  twenty,  he  left  home  and  went 
to  Cowley  county,  Kans.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed bv  William  Kays  for  five  and  one-half 
years,  in  the  meanwhile  carefully  husbanding 
liis  earnings,  in  order  to  make  a good  start  in  in- 


dependent business  for  himself  when  the  proper 
time  arrived.  In  1874  he  settled  in  Cowley 
county,  Kans.,  and  there  he  diligently  carried 
on  agricultural  labors  for  eighteen  years,  rising 
to  a position  of  prominence  among  iiis  neigh- 
bors. On  the  day  that  Oklahoma  was  opened 
to  white  settlers  he  came  to  Oklahoma  Citv, 
and  a few  days  later,  April  26,  bought  out  the 
claimant  to  his  present  farm,  on  section  9. 
Crutcho  township.  He  at  once  commenced  its 
improvement,  and  to-day  has  one  hundred  acres 
under  cultivation,  while  eighteen  acres  arc- 
planted  with  apple,  peach  and  pear  trees,  and 
small  fruits,  in  addition  to  which  there  is  a large 
and  thrifty  vineyard  on  the  place.  Air.  Lock- 
wood  has  personally  attended  to  all  of  these  im- 
provements, and  has  neglected  no  means  of 
beautifying  and  improving  his  fine  homestead. 
He  raises  large  crops  of  corn  and  cotton,  and 
is  making  a specialty  of  raising  Poland-China 
hogs. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mrs.  Maggie 
(Meyers)  Lockwood,  whom  he  married  in  Win- 
field, Kans.,  died  in  1896,  leaving  three  children, 
who  are  named,  respectively:  Peter  M.,  Donald 
and  May.  After  coming  to  Oklahoma,  Mr. 
Lockwood  married  Mrs.  Villa  (Ball)  Kay,  and 
their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  one  child, 
George  Dewey. 

Mr.  Lockwood  is  independent  in  political  mat- 
ters, but  uses  his  ballot  for  the  nominee  and 
principle  which  he  deems  best  fitted  to  benefit 
the  country  and  community.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  as  are  his  wife  and  elder 
children,  and  in  the  Sunday-school  and  all  de- 
partments of  religious  endeavor  he  is  deeply 
interested. 


ASON  SHERMAN  MANWELL,  an  es- 
teemed agriculturist  of  Council  Grove 
township,  Oklahoma  county,  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  and  the  lessons 
which  the  young  may  gather  from  his  history 
are  obvious.  A native  of  Vermont,  he  possesses 
the  strength  of  character  and  pluck  for  which  the 
New  Englanders  are  noted,  and,  added  to  this, 
the  enterprising  spirit  which  always  has  anima- 
ted the  true  frontiersman.  Undaunted  bv  hard- 
ships and  privations,  which  only  the  pioneer  ex- 
periences, he  has  steadily  pursued  the  patiiwav 
which  he  marked  out  for  himself,  and  at  the 
same  time  exerted  his  influence  for  good  in  everv 
community  where  he  has  dwelt. 

A son  of  Stephen  and  Dulcina  (Vincent)  .Man- 
well,  upright  farmers  of  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  M.  S.  Manwell  was  born  March  4,  1826, 
and  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in  Rich- 
mond, Chittenden  county.  In  1871  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Elk  county,  Kans.,  where  he 
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was  numbered  among  the  first  permanent  set- 
tlers. With  well-applied  energy  he  proceeded 
to  develop  the  resources  of  his  farm,  and,  be- 
sides raising  a general  line  of  crops,  kept  live 
stock  on  an  extensive  scale.  For  several  years 
he  owned  and  carried  on  a cheese  factory,  and 
when  he  finally  sold  his  farm  he  possessed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  two  thou- 
sand sheep.  Indeed,  he  was  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  in  the  county,  and  had  no 
superiors  as  a financier  and  business  man  in  his 
locality. 

When  Oklahoma  territory  was  about  to  be 
opened  to  the  public,  Mr.  Manwell  determined 
to  become,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  fertile 
land,  and,  though  he  had  been  afflicted  with 
blindness  for  five  years,  he  had  the  hardihood  to 
venture  into  this  new  country  at  a time  when 
rivalry  was  at  its  height,  and  men  much  younger 
and  more  able  to  fight  for  their  rights  were  in  the 
field.  The  success  which  he  deserved  perched 
upon  his  banners,  and  after  he  had  settled  upon 
his  present  homestead,  one  of  the  best  in  the 
neighborhood,  kindly  fortune  returned  to  him 
the  priceless  blessing  of  sight.  He  is  doing  well 
in  the  business  of  raising  grain  and  live  stock, 
and  his  farm  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the 
judicious  expenditure  of  means  and  labor.  Dur- 
ing most  of  his  life  Mr.  Manwell  has  been  a 
Democrat  in  political  principle,  and  now  calls 
himself  a Populist.  In  religious  faith  he  ad- 
heres to  the  teachings  of  his  parents,  who  held 
that  all  would  ultimately  be  made  holy  and 
happy. 

The  faithful  helpmate  of  Mr.  Manwell  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Electa  Whitcombe,  her 
parents  being  Thomas  and  Anna  (Stephens) 
Whitcombe,  of  Vermont.  They  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  but  at  an  earlv  period  became  set- 
tlers in  the  Green  Mountain  state,  and  there  Mrs. 
Manwell’s  birth  occurred.  Of  the  nine  children 
born  to  our  subject  and  wife  two  are  deceased, 
namely,  Stephen  F.  and  Anna  L.,  wife  of  J.  C. 
Allendorph.  Silas  V the  eldest,  resides  in 
Oklahoma;  Carrie  S.  is  the  wife  of  O.  S.  Denice, 
employed  as  an  agent  in  this  territorv  by  the 
Choctaw,  Oklahoma  & Gulf  Railroad  Company; 
Jennie  M.,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Ticer,  resides  in  this  ter- 
ritory; Edward  Id.  lives  with  his  parents;  Maud 
G.,  wife  of  Dr.  William  Mason,  resides  in  Elko 
county,  Kans.;  Nina,  wife  of  Id.  H.  Barrow,  re- 
sides in  St.  Louis,  and  West  M.  is  employed  as  a 
mail  clerk  on  the  Choctaw,  Oklahoma  & Gulf 
Railroad.  Edward  IT.  Manwell,  one  of  the  first 
to  locate  in  this  section  after  the  territory  was 
opened  to  the  white  race,  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  successful  farmers  in  this  region. 
In  1899  he  raised  about  five  thousand  bushels  of 
grain,  and  in  1900  produced  seven  thousand 
bushels  on  two  hundred  and  twentv-five  acres. 


He  is  adding  to  his  landed  possessions  from 
time  to  time,  and  is  amassing  a competence  by 
the  exercise  of  his  native  talents. 


ROBERT  G.  PEEBLEY.  Within  the  decade 
just  completed  the  subject  of  this  article 
has  made  a comfortable  fortune  in  Hartzell 
township,  Oklahoma  county,  and  his  example  as 
an  agriculturist  and  financier  is  worthy  of  emu- 
lation. He  comes  from  the  middle  south,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Clay  county,  Mo.,  De- 
cember 7,  1847,  while  his  parents,  Thomas  and 
Annie  (Cameron)  Peebley,  were  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee. They  were  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Missouri, and  resided  in  that  state  until 
they  received  the  summons  to  leave  their  labors, 
the  father  dying  in  his  sixty-sixth  year  and  the 
mother  when  she  was  fifty-five.  Six  of  their 
twelve  children  have  passed  into  the  silent  land, 
and  three  of  the  sons  reside  in  Oklahoma. 

Robert  Gilmer  Peebley  was  bereft  of  his 
parents  when  he  was  less  than  ten  years  of  age, 
and,  after  continuing  to  live  with  his  brothers 
and  sisters  on  the  old  homestead  four  years,  he 
started  out  in  the  world  to  make  his  own  liveli- 
hood. He  had  early  learned  farming  in  its  prac- 
tical details,  and  going  to  Atchison  county,  Mo., 
he  finally  became  a land-owner,  and  for  a score 
of  years  cultivated  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
In  1880  he  removed  to  Jewell  county,  Ivans., 
where  he  purchased  a quarter  section  of  almost 
raw  land,  and  for  the  ensuing  ten  years  devoted 
himself  energetically  to  its  development.  As  in 
his  previous  experience,  he  achieved  wonders 
with  his  farm  and  left  it  greatly  changed  for  the 
better. 

In  the  spring  of  1890  Mr.  Peebley  came  to 
( tklahoma  and  filed  papers  for  his  present  home- 
stead March  19,  after  having  bought  out  the 
original  owner,  who  had  made  almost  no  im- 
provements. At  once  he  began  the  development 
of  the  place,  and  now  has  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres  under  the  plow,  wheat  being  his 
chief  crop.  His  property  is  fertile  and 'well- 
adapted  to  its  present  use,  as  it  is  situated  along 
the  North  Canadian  river  bottom.  A large  or- 
chard adds  much  to  the  desirability  of  the  farm, 
and  the  owner  is  constantly  setting  out  more 
trees  and  small  fruits.  A fine  well  affords  plenty 
of  water,  and  a substantial  house,  fourteen  bv 
thirty-two  feet  in  dimensions,  and  a storv  and  a 
half  high,  are  among  the  improvements  made  by 
our  subject.  He  raises,  cattle,  horses,  mules  and 
hogs,  and  is  making  a success  of  this  under- 
taking. 

That  “man  lives  not  to  himself  alone"  has  been 
exemplified  in  Mr.  Peebley 's  career.  He  has 
ever  sought  to  do  his  full  dutv  toward  his  familv. 
his  neighbors  and  his  country.  In  1863,  when  he 
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was  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  lie  volunteered  his 
services  to  the  Union,  and  for  eighteen  months 
was  a member  of  the  Ninth  Missouri  Cavalry,’ 
actively  engaged  in  duty  on  the  borders,  where 
numerous  encounters  with  bushwhackers  were 
had.  He  was  honorably  discharged  and  mus- 
tered out  of  the  army  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in 
St.  Louis.  Since  becoming  a voter  he  has  given 
his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party. 

In  1868  Air.  Peebley  married  Eliza,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Haffner,  and  three  daughters  bless 
their  union.  Effie,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Miles 
Judkins,  and  Raima  married  Milton  Judkins, 
while  Della  is  yet  at  home  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
Peebley,  whose  own  home  is  situated  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  25,  purchased  the 
northeast  quarter  and  the  southwest  quarter  of 
this  same  section  and  gave  the  two  farms  to  his 
married  daughters,  thus  providing  well  for  their 
future. 


HARVEY  M.  HOWE,  postmaster  of  Or- 
lando, and  numbered  among  the  most 
reliable  citizens  and  business  men  of  this 
place,  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  Febru- 
ary  17,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Wm.  Miller 
and  Jane  (Trimble)  Howe,  well  and  favorably 
known  in  that  part  of  the  Buckeye  state.  He 
was  less  than  one  year  old  when  the  family  mi- 
grated to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Bureau  county 
in  its  pioneer  days.  They  located  on  a farm, 
and  in  connection  with  agriculture  the  father 
followed  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  many 
years,  then  removed  to  Stephenson  county, 
where  Dr.  Howe  became  the  owner  of  a saw- 
mill, but  still  followed  his  practice.  Thence  they 
went  to  the  county  seat  of  Greene  county,  Wis., 
where  the  doctor  invested  in  a hotel  and  oper- 
ated this  until  the  spring  of  1850.  He  then  was 
seized  with  the  gold  fever  and  set  out  for  Cal- 
ifornia, where  he  spent  the  balance  of  his  davs, 
dying  in  1871.  The  mother  had  died  before  he 
left  for  California,  and  the  children  had  gone  to 
live  with  the  paternal  grandparents — the  father 
expecting  to  return  when  he  had  made  his  for- 
tune— but,  like  many  others,  he  never  realized 
his  ambition.  Pie  died  while  performing  the 
duties  of  his  profession. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  attended  the  district 
school,  improved  his  opportunities  for  studv. 
and  in  1857  entered  the  Christian  University  at 
Canton,  Mo.,  where  he  pursued  his  studies.  In 
1858  he  returned  to  Stephenson  countv.  111.,  and 
commenced  teaching,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  that 
state.  He  continued  as  a teacher  there  and  in 
Greene  county,  Wis.,  until  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  In  August,  1862.  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E, Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantrv, 
in  which  he  was  at  once  promoted  to  be  orderly 
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sergeant  and  served  in  that  capacity  as  long  as 
he  was  in  the  regiment.  He  was  in  the  cam- 
paign against  the  Sioux  Indians  and  at  one  time 
nearly  drowned  in  the  Minnesota  river,  but 
was  rescued  by  a soldier,  Sidney  Cottrell,  and 
resuscitated.  The  war  record  reported  him 
drowned.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge 
on  account  of  disability,  August  16,  1864,  having 
been  detained  two  months  at  Fort  Ridgley  wait- 
ing for  his  papers. 

On  regaining  his  health,  Mr.  Howe  resolved 
to  enlist,  and  proceeding  to  Madison,  Wis., 
was  enrolled,  September  22,  1864,  as  sergeant 
in  Company  If,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  In- 
fancy, and  went  with  his  company  to  Washing- 
ton. Thence  they  proceeded  to  the  Shenandoah 
valley  under  command  of  Sheridan  in  the  Sixth 
Army  Corps,  General  Wright  commanding.  In 
that  vicinity 'they  met  the  prisoners  captured  at 
Cedar  creek.  Sergeant  Howe  was  in  many  skir- 
mishes, and  in  December,  1864,  was  transferred 
to  City  Point  to  the  command  of  General  Grant. 
He  was  at  the  battle  of  Hatcher’s  Run,  February 
5,  6,  and  7,  1865,  also  participated, with  Company 
Id,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the 
following  actions:  Charge  before  Fort  Fisher, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  25,  1865;  charge  before 
Petersburg,  April  2,  1S65;  and  followed  up 
Lee  in  his  retreat,  including  the  fierce  en- 
gagement at  Rice’s  Station — known  as  the 
charge  of  Sailor  Creek,  when  six  thousand 
five,  hundred  rebels  (the  whole  of  General  Ew- 
ell’s corps)  were  taken  prisoners,  three  days  be- 
fore General  Lee  surrendered  to  General  Grant. 
Pie  was  also  at  the  surrender  of  General  Lee’s 
forces  at  Appomattox  Court-house.  Later  he 
took  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington, 
and  was  discharged  at  Flail’s  Hill,  Va.,  in  lime, 

1865. 

P’pon  retiring  from  the  army,  Mr.  Howe  went 
back  to  Grant  county,  Wis.,  and  was  married  at 
Mineral  Point,  August  12,  1865,  to  Miss  Plar- 
riet  S.  Richards,  a native  of  Somersetshire, 
England,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1857.  ■ She  had  obtained  a fair  education 
in  England.  In  August,  1865,  leaving  Wis- 
consin, Mr.  Howe  repaired  to  Bureau  Junc- 
tion, 111.,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness until  1866,  when  he  closed  out  and 
crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Lewis  countv,  A lo. 
i here  he  resumed  teaching,  and  followed  this 
until  1889,  in  both  town  and  countrv,  his  experi- 
ence extending  over  two  hundred  and  fortv 
months  in  Illinois.  Wisconsin  and  Missouri.  He 
officiated  as  principal  of  graded  school  in  Nov- 
elty, Mo.,  and  purchased  eightv  acres  of  land 
near  Edina,  Mo.,  where  he  made  his  home.  Mak- 
ing tlie  run  at  the  opening  of  Oklahoma,  he  lo- 
cated the  southwest  quarter  of  section  3,  town- 
ship (9,  range  2 west,  which  he  still  owns.  He 
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sold  his  farm  in  Missouri  and  put  the  money  in 
improvements  here.  He  made  his  home  on  the 
farm  until  appointed  postmaster,  in  August, 
1897. 

Dr.  Howe  was  an  uncompromising  Repub- 
lican and  imbued  his  sons  with  his  own  unswerv- 
ing principles.  Harvey  M.  Howe  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Lincoln,  in  1860,  and  the 
second  time  in  1864.  He  does  not  claim  to  be. 
a politician  but  believes  that  every  citizen  should 
perform  his  duty  at  the  polls. 

The  family  of  our  subject  includes  five  chil- 
dren: William  IL,  who  was  born  in  Lewis 

county,  Mo.,  and  who  is  a merchant  at  Orlando, 
is  married  and  has  two  children;  Laura,  Mrs. 
Parker,  lives  in  Guthrie  and  is  the  mother  of 
four  children;  Eunice,  Mrs.  Ogle,  lives  in  Or- 
lando, and  is  the  mother  of  four  children:  Charles 
F.,  born  in  Lewis  county,  Mo.,  is  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  W.  H.,  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness; Anna  L.  lives  with  her  parents  and  assists 
her  father  in  the  postoffice. 

Mr.  Howe  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
First  Christian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  made 
an  elder.  He  was  a large  contributor  to  the  build- 
ing fund  of  the  tasteful  church  edifice.  He  has 
been  adjutant  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic since  its  organization.  He  owns  a neat  resi- 
dence and  the  building  in  which  the  Farmers’ 
Bank  is  located. 


WILLIAM  G.  OWEN.  For  more  than 
eleven  years,  the  period  of  Oklahoma’s 
existence  as  a territory,  William  G.  Owen 
has  been  one  of  her  best  citizens,  working  earn- 
estly to  promote  her  welfare,  and  ever  seeking 
to  do  his  full  share  in  the  grand  labor  of  devel- 
oping a state  on  these  western  prairies. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
a native  of  England  and  was  one  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  British  army  which  was  sent  to  the  United 
States  to  quell  the  rebellion  against  the  mother 
country.  Learning  the  wrongs  of  the  colonists, 
and  becoming  one  of  the  ardent  sympathizers 
with  this  heroic  people,  he  finally  deserted  the 
ranks  of  the  English,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolution  settled  in  North  Carolina,  and  later 
he  went  to  Indiana  in  its  pioneer  days.  His  son, 
Baton  Owen,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
the  south,  and  was  reared  in  the  Hoosier  state. 
In  his  earlv  manhood  he  went  to  Missouri,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  until 
his  death,  in  1849.  His  'Gte.  Rachel  (Griffith) 
Owen,  also  a native  of  South  Carolina,  departed 
this  life  on  their  old  homestead  in  Missouri.  Six 
of  their  thirteen  children  are  yet  living,  namely: 
Sanford,  a pioneer  of  this  territory:  Payton,  a 
resident  of  Missouri;  fosiah,  living  in  this  terri- 
tory; W.  G.,  of  this  sketch;  Margaret,  widow  of 


Samuel  Davis;  and  Caroline,  wife  of  A.  C.  Van- 
derpool,  of  Montana. 

Born  April  21,  1841,  in  Clay  county,  Mo.,  Wil- 
liam G.  Owen  is  now  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his 
age.  Growing  to  manhood  on  the  old  farm,  he 
learned  the  lessons  of  thrift  and  industry,  and  at 
the  same  time  acquired  a practical  knowledge  of 
mathematics  and  the  sciences.  For  a number  of 
years  he  owned  and  carried  on  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  his  native  county,  and 
gradually  drifted  into  the  special  business  of  rais- 
ing live  stock.  In  1886  he  sold  his  property  and 
went  to  Montana,  where  he  bought  'and  operated 
a farm  for  two  and  a half  years.  When  it  became 
known  that  Oklahoma  w'as  to  be  opened  he  de- 
cided to  seek  a home  in  this  more  equable  cli- 
mate, and,  luckily  for  him,  he  managed  to  sell 
his  ranch  in  the  spring  of  1889.  In  May  follow- 
ing he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  a claim 
in  section  11,  where  he  still  lives.  He  raises 
large  crops  of  wheat  and  corn  and  keeps  a good 
grade  of  horses  and  live  stock.  He  has  placed 
ninety  acres  under  the  plow  and  has  carried  into 
execution  a great  many  improvements,  which 
have  materially  increased  the  value  of  the  farm. 
He  opened  a quarry  in  1893  and  derives  a rev- 
enue from  this,  it  being  one  of  the  very  best  in 
the  county. 

During  the  first  three  years  of  the  Civil  war 
Mr.  Owen  served  as  a member  of  the  Missouri 
state  militia,  and  much  of  the  time  was  on  guard 
duty,  for  he  lived  in  a region  w-'hich  literally  was 
a battle-field  of  contending  factions,  and  he  had 
just  cause  for  anxiety  for  his  home  and  loved 
ones.  At  last,  bidding  farewell  to  his  young 
wife  and  little  ones,  he  enlisted  in  the  ranks  of 
Company  H,  Forty-fourth  Missouri  Infantry, 
and  with  his  regiment  participated  in  a number 
of  hard-fought  battles.  He  was  assigned  to  the 
Western  Division  of  the  army,  being  in  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  under  the  leadership 
of  Generals  Smith  and  Thomas.  After  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  Franklin 
and  Nashville,  Tenn.,  he  wrent  to  the  south  and 
was  employed  in  the  arduous  campaign  which 
included  the  fierce  battles  of  Spanish  Fort  and 
Fort  Blakeley.  He  continued  in  the  army  until 
the  war  had  been  brought  to  an  end,  when  lie 
was  honorably  discharged.  His  first  presidential 
ballot  had  been  cast  for  Lincoln,  and  ever  since 
that  time  he  has  been  a stalwart  friend  of  the 
Republican  party. 

In  1862  Mr.  Owen  married  Ellen  Michaels, 
and  of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  them  two 
have  been  called  to  the  silent  land.  Winfield, 
the  eldest  surviving  child,  is  of  great  assistance 
to  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home 
farm,  and  the  younger  sons,  Daniel  P.,  George 
W.,  Charles  N.,  William  and  Archie,  have  each 
contributed  their  share  toward  the  general  good 


. 








PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


603 


nf  the  family.  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  John  Good- 
night, and  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  James  Graves, 
while  Roxie  May,  the  youngest  daughter,  is  yet 
with  her  parents. 


ALBERT  PLOEGER.  Among  the  Gcrman- 
American  farmers  of  Logan  county,  who 
are  playing  an  important  part  in  its  devel- 
opment, Albert  Ploeger  stands  in  the  front  ranks. 
His  pleasant  home  is  situated  in  the  southwest- 
ern quarter  of  section  10,  township  15,  range  3 
west,  and  his  postoffice  is  Seward. 

Philip  Ploeger,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Westphalia,  Prussia,  and  there  he  fol- 
lowed the  architect’s  business  for  many  years, 
meeting  with  success.  He  married  Josephine 
Herdes,  and  in  1865  ke  left  his  family  and  came 
to  the  United  States,  where  he  believed  better 
opportunities  awaited  them.  At  first  he  located 
in  Philadelphia,  and  later  went  to  Leaven- 
worth, where  he  found  an  abundance  of  work  in 
his  line.  In  1871,  after  he  had  made  a good 
start  financially  (his  services  as  an  architect  be- 
ing in  great  demand),  and  after  he  had  made 
ample  provision  for  his  loved  ones,  his  wife  and 
two  children  joined  him.  As  Leavenworth  af- 
forded him  scope  for  his  acknowledged  ability 
and  skill,  he  won  an  enviable  reputation  and 
fortune.  A few  years  ago  he  removed  to  this 
township,  where  he  is  living  quietly.  He  is  in 
his  eightieth  year. 

Albert  Ploeger  was  born  in  Luechtringen,  in 
the  province  of  Westphalia,  October  18,  1852, 
and  there  obtained  an  excellent  education  in  the 
common  schools.  When  he  was  fourteen  years 
old  he  commenced  learning  the  trade  of  a stone- 
mason, and  earned  about  half  a thaler  per  day 
for  some  time  prior  to  his  departure  for  America, 
in  1871.  For  a few7  months  subsequent  to  his 
arrival  here  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  the 
town  of  Scipio,  Kans.,  and  when  the  great  fire  of 
October  laid  much  of  Chicago  in  ashes  he  went 
to  that  city,  as  he  foresaw  that  his  services  would 
be  in  demand.  Later  lie  returned  to  his  parents’ 
home  in  Leavenworth,  and  then  went  to  Deni- 
son, Tex.,  and  subsequently  to  Lawrence,  Kans. 
Then  for  a few  years  he  spent  the  winter  season 
in  the  coal  mines  near  Leavenworth,  while  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  vear  he  worked  at  his 
trade.  At  last  he  embarked  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and,  after  cultivating  a farm  in  Jefferson 
county,  Kans.,  for  a number  of  years,  he  came  to 
Oklahoma  in  August,  1880,  and  bought  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  9,  township  15. 
range  9.  His  family  joined  him  within  a few 
weeks,  and  for  about  a year  they  resided  in  a log 
cabin,  later  moving  into  a frame  building  made 
of  cottonwood  lumber.  At  the  close  of  the  sec- 
ond year  his  aged  father  also  came  to  this  town- 


ship and  settled  upon  the  claim  which  is  the  pres- 
ent homestead  of  our  subject.  In  1897  the  young- 
man  erected  his  comfortable,  substantial  house, 
and  year  by  year  has  added  improvements.  His 
thrifty  vineyard  comprises  two  acres,  and  in  his 
orchard  he  has  planted  about  six  hundred  trees, 
many  of  which  are  now  bearing  abundant  har- 
vests. 

In  all  of  his  business  affairs  Mr.  Ploeger  is 
practical  and  progressive,  and  he  bears  an  en- 
viable reputation  for  integrity.  He  is  not  a poli- 
tician nor  office-seeker,  but  his  ballot  is  given 
to  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic  party.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  an  Odd  Fellow7  and  a member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

Mr.  Ploeger  married  Lizzie  Johle  December 
27,  1874,  and  twelve  children  have  blessed  their 
union.  She,  too,  was  born  in  Germany,  but  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  when  she  was  six 
months  old,  and  when  she  was  eleven  years  old 
was  left  an  orphan  in  St.  Louis.  The  eldest  child 
of  our  subject  and  wife,  Katie,  married  Thomas 
Franks,  of  Iron  Mound  township,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Carl.  Joseph,  who  wedded  Johanna 
Thomas,  resides  in  Colorado.  Albert.  Bertha, 
Anna,  Martha,  Ethel  and  Lizzie  are  at  home. 
Sophia  and  Mary,  twins,  are*  deceased,  the  for- 
mer dying  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  the 
latter  when  only  three  months  old.  Louis,  the 
sixth  child  in  order  of  birth,  was  accidentally 
killed  on  the  farm.  Josephine,  the  youngest,  died 
at  the  age  of  four  months. 


AC.  OSTROM.  Previous  to  coming  to 
. Oklahoma,  in  1889,  Mr.  Ostrom  led  a 
somewhat  eventful  life,  the  occupation  in 
which  he  was  most  interested,  that  of  railroad- 
ing, necessarily  taking  him  into  various  parts  of 
the  country.  He  was  born  in  Glenville,  X.  Y., 
in  1834,  and  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  After 
studying  for  several  years  in  the  public  schools, 
and  learning  to  be  a good  farmer,  lie  spent  a 
number  of  years  w-orking  in  the  eitv,  on  the  old 
and  new  reservoir,  and  while  there  he  drove  a 
team  during  the  day  and  went  to  school  in  the 
evening  in  New  York  City.  Just  before  the  war 
he  went  south  and  entered  upon  a long  period  of 
railroad  life.  \\  ith  the  beginning  of  hostilities 
his  run  was  from  Savannah  to  Macon,  Ga.,  as 
fireman  on  the  road.  Tune  23,  1S63,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  engineer,  and  had  some  rather  lively 
and  interesting  experiences.  In  1864  he,  with 
others,  were  captured  bv  Sherman's  armv,  in 
Savannah,  and  held  as  prisoners  of  war  for  sev- 
eral weeks.  Previous  to  his  capture  he  carried 
the  prisoners  to  Andersonville  and  also  con- 
veyed troops.  While  a prisoner  he  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  Fcbruarv 
10,  1865,  being  sworn  before  Lieutenant- 
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Colonel  Robert  P.  York,  at  Savannah,  Ga.  One 
of  his  most  treasured  remembrances  of  the  war 
is  the  packet  of  original  papers  wherein  is  indi- 
cated his  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  .Mr.  Ostrom  has  also  in  his 
possession  some  Confederate  money  and  stamps, 
which  he  earned  in  various  ways  during  the  war. 

The  Ostrom  family  is  of  German  descent,  al- 
though the  paternal  grandfather.  David,  was 
born  in  New  York  state.  He  was  quite  a promi- 
nent man,  especially  in  a political  sense,  and  was 
several  times  a member  of  the  general  assembly 
of  New  York.  He  was  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Glenville,  X.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  The  parents  of  A.  C.  Ostrom 
were  Lansing  and  Abigail  (Carroll)  Ostrom,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  New  York,  and  Worcester, 
Mass.  The  grandfather  Carroll  was  a unique 
character,  and  played  a conspicuous  part  in  his 
town.  He  was  a Democrat  of  the  uncompromis- 
ing kind,  and  a big  man,  and  was  always  ready 
for  fight.  The  mother  of  our  subject  had  thir- 
teen children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
Lansing  Ostrom  spent  the  majority  of  his  days 
near  Glenville,  X.  Y.,  and  died  within  fifteen 
miles  of  his  birthplace,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  He 'was  a farmer,  merchant  and 
speculator,  and  amassed  considerable  of  this 
world’s  goods  during  his  energetic  and  enter- 
prising life. 

After  the  war  A.  C.  Ostrom  decided  to  go 
west,  and  in  1865  took  a position  on  the  Chicago 
& Northwestern  Railroad,  running  from  Clin- 
ton, Iowa,  to  Belle  Plaine.  He  later  engaged 
with  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  until 
1872,  when  he  went  to  Texas,  and  worked  on  the 
Texas  Pacific,  and  the  International  and  Great 
Northern  as  foreman  of  the  grading.  After  this 
experience  Mr.  Ostrom  spent  two  years  on  a 
cattle  ranch  in  the  Panhandle  country,  known  as 
the  T.  J.  F.  ranch.  In  18S7  he  moved  to  No 
Man’s  Land,  and  lived  there  until  the  opening  of 
Oklahoma,  when  he  made  the  run  from  the 
Cheyenne  line  and  secured  his  present  farm.  The 
claim  is  located  on  the  south  halt  of  the 
northwest  quarter  and  the  north  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  26.  township  15, 
range  7.  He  at  once  began  its  improvement, 
setting  out  all  manner  of  fruit  trees  and  engaging 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  The  land 
is  well  watered  and  adapted  to  the  raising  of 
stock. 

In  addition  to  his  farm  lands  Mr.  Ostrom 
owned  a number  of  city  lots  in  Okarche,  which 
he  secured  in  the  run  of  1892.  He  has  thus  had 
many  interests  in  his  adopted  state.  In  1889  he 
married  Mrs.  J.  Amanda  (Thomas)  Emmons, 
widow  of  Asa  Emmons,  a native  of  Trenton, 
X.  J.  Her  father  was  Andrew  Thomas,  of  North 
Carolina,  who  lived  nearlv  all  his  life  in  Indiana, 


and  died  after  moving  to  Missouri.  His  wife, 
Cynthia  Ann  (Green)  Thomas,  of  Indiana,  was 
the  mother  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Henrietta,  the  wife  of  Charles  Warn,  of 
Iowa  Falls,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Ostrom;  Ruth,  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Spcalman;  John  A.,  who  resides  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  and  Charles  P.,  of  Oregon. 
Mrs.  Ostrom  is  the  mother  of  three  sons:  Wil- 
liam. living  in  Jackson  county,  Mo.;  David  H. 
Emmons,  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.;  and  Fen- 
ley  Emmons,  living  at  home. 

From  a comparatively  small  beginning  in  the 
territory  Mr.  Ostrom  has  come  to  be  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  in  his  township.  When 
he  arrived  here  he  was  the  possessor  of  six  cows 
and  two  horses.  lie  is  a self-made  man  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  word  and  entitled  to  the 
confidence  and  esteem  which  his  fellow  towns- 
men readily  accord  him. 


PATRICK  RODEN.  Ireland  has  contribu- 
ted multitudes  of  her  ambitious,  able  sons 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  part  which 
they  have  played  in  the  development  of  the  wil- 
derness cannot  be  overestimated.  In  the  person 
of  the  subject  of  this  review  is  found  one  of  the 
best  representatives  of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  one 
of  the  energetic  pioneers  of  the  west. 

Born  in  1832,  in  the  land  of  the  shamrock. 
Patrick  Roden  spent  the  happy  days  of  boyhood 
there,  but  when  the  years  of  trouble  and  famine 
brought  death  and  suffering  to  that  fair  land  he 
decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World. 
In  1849,  accordingly,  he  sailed  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  soon  after  arriving  on  these  shores 
set  out  for  the  great  west,  then  awakening  into 
beauty  and  productiveness  under  the  magic 
wand  of  advancing  civilization.  Endowed  by 
nature  with  the  qualities  which  are  needed  in  the 
successful  farmer,  young  Roden  at  once  began 
to  make  progress  in  his  struggle  for  a place  of 
respect  in  his  new  country.  Thrift,  economy  and 
sterling  integrity  brought  to  him  the  reward 
which  he  richly  deserved,  and  for  forty  years  he 
made  his  home  in  central  Missouri.  In  the  course 
of  years  prosperity  crowned  his  efforts,  and  he 
owned  a finely  improved  homestead,  comprising 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres.  When  the 
Civil  war  came  on  he  suffered  severely  from  the 
ravages  of  the  contending  armies,  and  frequentlv 
had  his  crops  destroyed  and  his  cattle  and  live 
stock  confiscated.  With  a brave  heart,  how- 
ever. he  did  his  best,  and  soon  retrieved  his  for- 
tunes so  that  he  became  known  far  and  wide  as 
a well-to-do  farmer.  He  raised  a general  line  of 
crops,  and  made  a specialty  of  keeping  horses, 
mules,  cattle  and  other  stock. 

Nine  years  ago  Mr.  Roden  came  to  Oklahoma 
and  bought  the  claim  where  he  now  resides,  in 
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( iklahoma  township,  Oklahoma  county.  The 
kind  was  practically  wild,  and  under  his  indus- 
trious labors  has  been  changed  into  a beautiful 
country-seat.  One  hundred  and  ten  acres  are  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  wheat,  and  a large  har- 
vest is  garnered  here  each  year.  Altogether  Mr. 
Roden  has  placed  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
under  the  plow,  has  fenced  his  property,  built  a 
substantial  house  of  six  rooms,  which  is  further 
enhanced  in  value  by  a cool,  tight  cellar,  and 
convenient  barns  and  a carriage-house  and  three 
fine  wells  add  their  quota  to  the  general  desira- 
bility  of  the  place.  Every  improvement  made  is 
an  eloquent  testimonial  to  the  common  sense 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  who  has  neglected 
none  of  his  wider  duties  as  a citizen  while  attend- 
ing to  the  needs  of  his  family.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  uses  his  franchise  in  behalf  of  the  meas- 
ures advanced  by  the  Democratic  party. 

In  St.  Louis  Mr.  Roden  married  Sarah  Con- 
lan,  who  died  May  30,  1900.  Of  the  children 
who  came  to  bless  their  hearts  and  home  three 
manly  sons  are  left  to  them.  Thomas,  the  eld- 
est, is  a resident  of  Mexico,  Mo. ; Patrick,  Jr.,  is 
the  paying  teller  in  the  Oklahoma  City  National 
Bank,  and  Lawrence,  who  is  at  home,  is  aiding 
in  the  general  work  of  the  homestead. 


FRANK  SWAYZE,  a progressive  business 
man  of  Oklahoma  City,  is  a contractor  and 
plasterer,  and  has  had  the  contracts  for 
many  of  the  principal  buildings  and  resi- 
dences in  the  city  since  he  has  located  here.  Mr. 
Swayze  was  born  in  Scranton,  Lackawanna 
(then  Luzerne)  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  G. 
C.  and  Caroline  (Knapp)  Swayze.  His  grand- 
father, Philip,  was  born  in  South  Wales,  and 
upon  coming  to  this  country  settled  at  Hack- 
ettstown,  N.  J.,  and  later  at  what  is  now  Dalton, 
Lackawanna  county.  Pa.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  shoes  on  a large  scale  before 
locating-  at  Dalton,  and  there  followed  the  hotel 
business  until  his  death.  He  served  in  the  war 
of  1812,  bearing  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

C.  C.  Swayze  was  born  in  Hackettstown. 
N.  J.,  and  after  moving  to  Scranton,  Pa.,  was  a 
contractor  and  plasterer  there  about  twenty-five 
years.  During  a visit  in  Kansas,  he  died  at  Win- 
field, aged  sixty-nine  years.  At  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  for  three  months’  serv- 
ice from  Pennsylvania,  and  then  re-enlisted  for 
three  vears.  He  was  taken  captive  in  Virginia 
and  was  incarcerated  in  Andersonville  for  about 
one  year.  When  he,  with  other  prisoners,  was 
being  moved  to  another  prison,  he  made  his  es- 
cape from  the  cars.  He  bears  an  honorable  rec- 
ord of  service  during  the  war,  in  which  he 
suffered  many  hardships.  Ilis  wife  was  born  in 
Deposit,  N.  J.,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania.  She 
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was  a daughter  of  Asa  Knapp,  a native  of  Scot- 
land, who  was  employed  as  a blacksmith  and 
carriage  manufacturer  in  New  York,  and  who 
served  throughout  the  war  of  1812.  This  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living. 

Frank  Swayze  was  born  September  17,  1850, 
and  was  reared  in  Scranton  and  Hyde  Park, 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  public  and 
high  schools.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a plasterer 
when  a boy,  and  while  his  father  was  in  the  war 
was  bound  out  to  George  Barber,  of  Wilkes- 
barre.  for  four  years,  a part  of  this  time  being 
spent  in  attendance  at  Wyoming  Seminary.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  latter  institution  and 
then  worked  at  his  trade  in  Hackettstown,  N.  J., 
for  one  year.  In  1869  he  moved  west  and  lo- 
cated at  Auburn,  Davis  county,  Mo.,  where  he 
followed  farming,  in  addition  to  carrying  on  his 
trade.  He  was  very  successful  and  two  years 
later  sold  out  to  good  advantage,  removing  to 
Stewartsville,  where  he  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  for  eighteen  months.  Unfortunately, 
he  was  burned  out  and  lost  everything  he  had. 

Going  to  Gower,  on  the  Wabash  Railroad, 
Air.  Swayze  worked  as  contractor  and  plasterer 
on  the  new  buildings  along  that  road  for  a period 
of  two  years,  and  then  moved  to  Plattsburg, 
Mo„  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  work. 
In  1885  he  went  to  Kansas  City  and  engaged 
in  contracting  and  plastering,  in  addition  to 
dealing  in  real  estate,  meeting  with  success  until 
the  collapse  of  the  boom,  in  which  he  lost 
S.30,000,  which  represented  his  entire  wealth. 
He  continued  at  his  former  occupation,  and  in 
1891  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful. In  1897  he  came  to  Oklahoma  and  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  Logan  county,  west  of  Guthrie, 
remaining  there  until  1898,  when  he  moved  to 
Oklahoma  City.  He  is  now  the  largest  con- 
tractor in  his  line  in  the  city.  Among  his  con- 
tracts were  those  for  the  plastering  on  the  Wind- 
sor Hotel.  Bennett  building,  all  of  the  buildings 
of  the  Oklahoma  Building  Company  on  Tenth 
and  Robinson  streets,  Reed  building,  the  resi- 
dence of  Colonel  Stiles,  Hickey  building,  the 
residence  of  N.  B.  Utt.  and  the  Opera-House. 
He  also  built  two  residences  for  himself,  the 
one  on  Pottawatomie  street,  in  which  he  lives, 
and  one  on  Ninth  street  and  Central  avenue,  in 
Maywood. 

Mr.  Swayze  was  married  at  Plattsburg.  Mo.,  to 
Frances  E.  Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  that  city 
and  is  of  Kentucky  parentage.  They  became 
parents  of  four  children:  Cove,  who  is  in  busi- 
ness with  our  subject:  Carrie,  wife  of  R.  A. 
Law.  of  Houston,  Tex.;  Stella,  wife  of  B.  S. 
French,  of  St.  Louis;  and  Jonathan,  who  live'' 
at  home.  Fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  George 
Washington  Lodge  No.  63,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
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St.  Louis,  having  joined  that  order  while  a resi- 
dent of  Plattsburg;  Lambskin  Chapter,  of  Kan- 
sas City;  Woodmen  of  the  World;  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen;  Select  Knights; 
Junior  Order,  U.  A.  M.;  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle,  and  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Oklahoma  City  Mission. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 


ELMER  L.  RUSSELL.  Just  in  the  prime  of 
manhood,  Elmer  L.  Russell,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Crutcho  township,  Oklahoma 
county,  takes  a leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  this 
progressive  community,  and  is  actively  inter- 
ested in  agriculture  and  stock-raising.  His 
homestead  speaks  well  for  his  energy  and  prac- 
tical methods,  and  everything  about  the  place  is 
well  kept  and  attractive. 

Of  Holland-Dutch  extraction,  E.  L.  Russell's 
ancestors  were  numbered  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  New  York  state.  His  grandfather.  Re- 
turn Russell,  was  born  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Akron, 
Ohio.  Eor  years  he  was  prominently  associated 
with  the  religious  sect  known  as  the  "Shakers.” 
and  when  he  died  he  left  a large  share  of  his 
extensive  possessions  to  that  order.  He  had  at- 
tained a venerable  age  at  the  time  of  his  death 
and  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  son, 
Robert  E..  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  ‘‘Shakers,”  and,  though  he  became 
quite  independent  and  liberal  in  his  ways  of  think- 
ing in  his  last  years,  he  always  retained  a feeling 
of  love  and  reverence  for  the  doctrines  instilled  in 
his  mind  in  youth.  He  went  to  Walworth 
county.  Wis.,  when  a young  man,  and  there,  in 
the  midst  of  the  dense  forests,  hewed  out  a 
farm,  which  was  a model  one  in  every  respect. 
On  this  same  farm,  on  the  spot  formerlv  occu- 
pied by  the  house  where  our  subject  was  born, 
now  stands  the  famous  Yerkes  Observatory. 

During  the  Civil  war  R.  E.  Russell  enlisted 
and  served  in  the  ranks  of  the  Union  armv  for  a 
short  time,  and  throughout  his  mature  life  he 
was  stanch  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party.  In  1863  he  moved  to  Fayette  countv, 
Iowa,  where  he  dwelt  during  his  active  life, 
though  his  death  occurred  when  he  was  a resi- 
dent of  Bremer  county.  Iowa,  and  when  lie  was 
in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  Bv  his  marriage  to 
Mary  Levina  Joy,  who  survives  him  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter.  Mrs.  D.  C.  Lvnn, 
of  Shawnee.  Okla.,  four  children  were  born.  The 
eldest.  William  1 1.,  resides  in  Favette  countv. 
Iowa,  and  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  G.  N.  Bunce.  of 
Shawnee.  The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Russell  was  a 
Miss  V illiams,  and  of  their  five  children  two  are 
living,  namely:  Levina,  wife  of  f.  M.  Brookfield, 
of  Newark,  and  Francis  W.,  of  South  Dakota, 


who  served  in  the  Union  army  for  four  years  as 
a cavalryman,  and  in  one  engagement  was  se- 
verely wounded. 

The  birth  of  Elmer  L.  Russell  took  place  near 
Lake  Geneva,  Wis.,  in  i860.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Iowa,  and  received  a common-school 
education,  besides  becoming  familiar  with  agri- 
culture in  all  its  branches.  P'or  several  years  he 
followed  farming  in  Fayette  and  Buchanan 
counties,  Iowa,  and  then  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick  for  a number  of  years.  He  also 
was  financially  interested  in  a meat  market  for  a 
few  years,  and  in  these  different  lines  of  business 
succeeded  very  well.  In  1893  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa City,  and  after  residing  there  for  a few 
months  he  purchased  eighty-eight  acres  of  land 
in  section  11,  Crutcho  township,  filing  on  the 
property  October  5,  1893.  Since  that  time  he 
has  instituted  many  valuable  improvements,  and 
in  1896  he  built  a substantial  modern  house.  In 
addition  to  this  desirable  farm  he  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land 
in  Robertson  county,  Tex.,  and  considerable 
town  real  estate,  including  two  lots  on  Fourth 
street,  Oklahoma  City.  On  one  of  these  lots  he 
built  a pleasant  residence,  which  he  leases.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican. 

November  13,  1887,  Air.  Russell  married  Miss 
Lillian  E.  Hoy,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hoy,  who 
settled  in  Logan  county,  111.,  when  that  was  the 
frontier,  and  there  cleared  a homestead.  His 
former  residence  was  in  Pennsylvania.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Russell  four  children  were  born, 
namely:  Robert  Rodney,  Paul  Malcolm,  Beatrice 
Toy  and  Sarah  Alice.  The  family  attend  the 
Methodist  Church  and  are  justlv  popular  with 
everv  one  in  this  localitv. 


| MARVIN  REMINGTON.  The  Reming- 
J # ton  family  was  founded  in  Virginia  in  an 
early  day,  and  is  of  English  extraction. 
Enoch  Remington,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  article,  was  a Virginian  by  birth,  and  in  early 
manhood  settled  in  Illinois  as  a pioneer  of  Dan- 
ville,where  he  died.  About  1858  Marvin  Reming- 
ton, father  of  our  J.  Marvin  Remington,  moved 
to  Platte  county.  Mo.,  where  he  served  as  county 
clerk  for  several  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
served  under  General  Price.  He  married  Julia 
Lcftwich,  whose  father,  a Virginian,  became  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  Carroll  county,  Mo.  By  this 
marriage  two  children  were  born,  1.  Marvin  and 
Laura,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  S.  B.  Carv,  a 
druggist  of  Kansas  City,  A To. 

Near  Norburn,  Carroll  county.  Mo.,  J.  Mar- 
vin Remington  was  born  December  5,  1862. 
Reared  on  a Missouri  farm  until  1873.  he  then 
went  to  Wilson  county,  Kans.,  settling  with  the 
family  on  a farm  near  Humboldt.  Later  he  at- 
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tended  the  public  schools  of  Independence,  Mo., 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  spent  a similar 
period  in  Woodland  College,  at  Independence. 
In  1878  he  began  the  study  of  pharmacy,  at  the 
same  time  clerking  in  a drug  store  at  Norburn. 
After  almost  three  years  he  went  to  Parsons, 
Kans.,  and  was  employed  in  a drug  store  .there 
for  seven  years.  His  next  venture  was  as  a 
druggist  in  Mulvane,  Ivans.,  in  1886.  In  the  fall 
of  1887  he  went  back  to  Parsons,  but  soon  left 
there  for  Kansas  City,  where  he  was  connected 
with  a pharmaceutical  establishment  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Fifth  street  and  Broadway. 

The  fall  of  1888  found  Air.  Remington  located 
in  Purcell,  I.  T.,  where  he  carried  on  a drug  busi- 
ness until  the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  He  then 
located  a claim  between  Purcell  and  Lexington, 
on  the  Canadian  river,  which  claim  he  improved 
and  cultivated  for  a year,  at  the  same  time  con- 
tinuing the  Purcell  business  and  carrying  on  a 
drug  store  in  Lexington.  In  September,  1891, 
he  went  to  Tecumseh,  Pottawatomie  county. 
He  had  ten  wagon-loads  of  lumber  brought  into 
town  the  day  of  his  arrival  and  built  one  of  the 
first  stores  in  the  place.  He  remained  there  un- 
til September,  1893,  when  he  opened  a drug 
store  in  Perry,  but  ten  months  later  he  sold  out 
to  return  to  Tecumseh  and  resume  the  drug 
business  there.  When  Shawnee  was  started  he 
opened  one  of  its  first  stores  and  built  a neat 
residence  in  the  new  town,  where  he  still  owns 
improved  property.  In  1898  he  started  a store 
in  Chandler,  where  he  owns  the  Remington 
building.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
Shawnee  until  the  summer  of  1900,  when,  having 
some  months  previous  sold  his  business,  he  re- 
moved to  Oklahoma,  and  opened  in  Lee  Hotel, 
corner  of  Main  street  and  Broadway,  what  is 
said  to  be  the  finest  pharmacy  in  the  southwest, 
equipped  with  every  modern  convenience  and 
containing  a large  and  valuable  stock  of  drugs, 
together  with  the  other  articles  to  be  found  in 
a first-class  drug  store,  including  the  finest  soda- 
fc.untain  fixtures  between  Dallas,  Tex.,  and  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

Having  resided  in  various  towns  of  the  terri- 
tory, Mr.  Remington  has  a large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. In  fact,  there  are  few  men  more 
widely  known  than  he,  and  his  reputation  is  that 
of  an  energetic,  wide-awake  and  progressive 
business  man.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the 
territorial  board  of  pharmacy.  Interested  in  the 
organization  of  the  Oklahoma  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  lie  assisted  in  securing  its  charter,  and 
has  since  constantly  officiated  as  an  officer  in  the 
same,  among  his  positions  being  that  of  secre- 
tary for  one  year  and  treasurer  for  three  Years. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  been  elected  the  first  mavor 
of  Tecumseh,  and  in  that  office  he  proved  him-. 
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self  to  be  a capable  executive,  well  qualified  to 
govern  a new  town,  whose  residents  had  not  yet 
proved  their  citizenship. 

While  lie  was  living  in  Purcell  Mr.  Remington 
married  Miss  Lena  Johnson,  a native  of  Mis- 
souri. Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  Encampment  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
Masons.  He  was  made  a Mason  in  Shawnee 
Lodge  No.  27.  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is  now  con- 
nected with  Chapter  No.  7,  R.  A.  M.,  Com- 
mandery  No.  2,  and  India  Temple,  all  of  Okla- 
homa City. 


CHARLES  W.  SCFIROEDER,  a successful 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  of  Crutcho  town- 
ship, Oklahoma  county,  is  a native  of  the 
province  of  Brandenburg,  Prussia,  Germany, 
born  March  1,  1848,  and  came  to  this  country 
with  his  father,  Karl  Schroeder,  in  1856.  The 
father  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Omaha,  then  one 
of  the  most  important  frontier  towns  in  the  west, 
as  from  that  point  the  majority  of  the  trains 
bound  for  the  great  west  and  northwest  started. 
Mr.  Schroeder  became  a wealthy  and  prominent 
business  man  in  that  section,  and  owned  a large 
ranch,  about  forty  miles  west  of  Omaha,  where 
he  raised  cattle  and  hogs  extensively.  He  died 
about  ten  years  ago,  having  the  respect  and  gen- 
uine regard  of  a large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

Charles  . W.  Schroeder  was  reared  to  the  varied 
duties  of  agriculture,  and  in  the  free  open  air  of 
the  country  laid  the  foundations  of  a robust  con- 
stitution. In  1872  he  went  to  Colorado,  where 
he  engaged  in  mining  for  one  year,  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  freighting  and  other  en- 
terprises. For  six  years  he  did  little  but  hunt 
and  kill  buffalo  on  the  plains  of  western  Kansas, 
eastern  Colorado  and  Texas,  and  during  that 
period  about  seven  thousand  of  the  now  scarce 
and  highly-valued  animals  fell  before  his  well- 
aimed  bullets.  He  made  considerable  money  in 
that  business,  and  lie  next  began  transporting' 
goods  and  supplies  from  Canyon  City.  Colo.,  to 
Saguache,  same  state,  through  the  San  Luis 
Valiev  and  to  Lake  City,  Colo.  The  .following 
season  he  prospected  in  northwestern  Wyoming 
after  which  he  again  engaged  in  freighting  with 
mule  teams,  going  from  Trinidad  to  Las  Aregas 
and  Santa  Fe,  and  to  various  points  in  New 
Mexico  and  Arizona.  Later  he  was  engaged  in 
the  freighting  traffic  between  Alamosa,  Silver- 
ton,  Ourav.  Lake  Citv,  Montrose  and  other  Col- 
orado points.  Still  later  he  went  to  Wyoming 
and  freighted  through  Buffalo  Valley,  from 
Cheveune  and  Rock  Creek  to  Fort  Laramie  and 
Fort  McKinney. 

When  < Oklahoma  was  opened  to  white  settlers 
Mr.  Schroeder  decided  to  cast  in  his  lot  with 
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those  who  were  to  possess  the  promised  land. 
On  the  5th  of  May,  1S89,  he  filed  a claim  to  his 
present  fine  homestead  and  at  once  commenced 
its  improvement.  He  put  ninety  acres  under  the 
plow,  and  raises  a good  variety  of  crops,  and  in 
his  splendid  meadow-lands  keeps  from  thirty  to 
fifty  head  of  cattle  and  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
Poland-China  hogs.  To  his  original  farm  he  since 
has  added  a quarter  section,  and  thus  his  place, 
comprising  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  af- 
fords plenty  of  room  for  the  various  products 
which  he  wishes  to  raise.  He  has  planted  a good 
orchard  and  vineyards,  and  keeps  them,  as  well 
as  his  farm  buildings  and  everything  about  the 
place,  in  good  order. 

Mr.  Schroeder  is  energetic  and  enterprising 
in  the  management  of  all  of  his  affairs,  and  pos- 
sesses the  good  will  of  his  neighbors  and  all  with 
whom  he  has  dealings.  Pie  is  independent  when 
it  comes  to  politics,  voting  for  the  one  who  is 
best  qualified,  in  his  opinion,  to  hold  office.  Pie 
is  the  present  treasurer  of  the  school  board  and 
takes  patriotic  interest  in  educational  matters 
and  all  public  affairs.  lie  belongs  to  the  Anti- 
Horse  Thief  Protective  Association. 

Six  years  ago  Mr.  Schroeder  married  - Mrs. 
Lizzie  (Lance)  Smith,  who  is  a daughter  of  Sa- 
lem Lance,  a native  of  Ohio.  By  her  former 
marriage  she  had  one  child,  a daughter,  Josie. 


\Y.  WARD.  Not  to  be  outdistanced  by 
others  of  an  enterprising  nature,  Mr. 
Ward  came  to  Waukomis  in  the  fall  of 
1893,  ar*d  when  the  town  was  first  laid  out  started 
the  original  livery  business  of  the  town.  In  lieu 
of  an  appropriate  building,  a temporary  shed 
was  erected,  and  later  the  present  barn  put 
up,  to  which  was  added  more  room  as  the  grow- 
ing business  of  the  town  demanded  larger  quar- 
ters. The  present  structure  is  62x96  feet  in  di- 
mensions. Since  living  in  his  adopted  town, 
Mr.  Ward  has  also  been  interested  in  the  furni- 
ture and  undertaking  business  for  a short  time. 
P'or  a time  also  he  had  as  partner  in  the  livery 
business  Howard  Copper,  whom  lie  bought  out 
in  1900.  Pie  is  now  in  the  grain  and  coal  busi- 
ness exclusively. 

Mr.  Ward  was  born  in  Texas,  his  father,  John 
Ward,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Navarro 
county.  At  the  time,  the  country  was  exceed- 
inglv  wild  and  dangerous  as  a place  of  residence, 
and  the  red  men  held  undisputed  possession. 
John  Ward  was  a farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and 
now  lives  in  Coleman  county,  Tex.  The  paternal 
grandfather.  William  Ward,  was  a typical  fron- 
tiersman, and  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  operated  extensively  in  those  states, 
managing  large  herds  of  cattle.  Marv  (Want- 
land)  M arti,  the  mother  of  D.  W.,  died  in  Texas, 


and  left  six  children.  D.  W.  received  his  early 
training  in  his  native  state,  but  eventually  found 
his  way  to  Oklahoma,  where  for  some  time  he 
followed  the’  cattle  business  on  the  plains,  and 
led  a free  and  easy  life  as  a cowboy  on  the  trail. 
September  16,  1893,  he  started  from  the  south 
line  of  the  newly  opened  territory  and  secured  a 
claim  on  section  30,  Hackberry  township.  He 
is  a competent  judge  of  good  horses,  having 
been  associated  with  them  all  his  life,  and  he 
keeps  on  hand  many  fine  specimens  of  blooded 
stock  and  jacks. 

In  1896  Mr.  Ward  married  Myrtle  E.  Paisley, 
and  they  had  one  child,  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Ward  has  been  very  successful  in  his  business 
in  Waukomis,  and  has  won  the  esteem  of  all 
who  know  and  deal  with  him.  He  has  continu- 
ally demonstrated  the  universal  truth  that  up- 
right methods  and  strict  integrity  are  the  best 
advertisers,  and  while  conducting  his  affairs 
along  these  lines,  he  receives  the  patronage  of  a 
large  number  of  his  fellow-townspeople. 


I ELI  AM  STEWART.  A special  place  of 
honor  in  the  annals  of  this  country  is  re- 
served for  the  heroes  of  the  Civil  war — - 
those  who  placed  their  lives  and  all  personal  am- 
bitions and  plans  on  the  altar  of  their  beloved 
land.  The  army  record  of  William  Stewart  is  of 
such  a character  that  he  and  his  posterity  may 
well  be  proud  of  it,  and  in  the  quiet  walks  of  pri- 
vate life  he  ever  has  endeavored  to  perform  his 
entire  duty  as  a citizen. 

His  father,  John  Stewart,  as  his  name  plainly 
indicates,  came  from  the  stalwart  old  Scottish 
stock,  and  his  birth  occurred  in  the  land  of  the 
thistle  and  heather.  He  was  employed  as  a 
salesman  for  a large  linen  merchant  for  several 
years,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  travels,  came  to 
this  continent.  He  met  and  married  a lady  in 
Canada,  Miss  Ann  Glower,  a native  of  that  do- 
minion, and  later  took  her  to  Ireland,  whither 
his  business  affairs  called  him.  Subsequently 
they  went  to  Scotland,  and  then  to  Canada,  and 
finally  they  became  permanent  residents  of  Clay- 
ton county,  Iowa.  The  father  bought  a small 
farm  there  and  devoted  his  attention  to  its  culti- 
vation during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  which 
came  to  an  end  in  1866. 

William  Stewart  was  born  November  28,  1840, 
during  his  parents’  residence  in  Belfast,  Ireland, 
but  was  quite  young  when  they  re-crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  sixteen  years  old  when  the  family  located 
in  Iowa,  and  there  he  mastered  the  essential 
features  of  agriculture  and  gained  a practical 
education.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Fourth  Regiment  of  Iowa  Cavalry,  and 
was  assigned  to  duty  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
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sissippi,  Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama. He  saw  a great  deal  of  service  in  many 
of  the  most  important  campaigns  of  tire  war,  and 
though  he  took  part  in  numerous  battles  never 
was  wounded  nor  sufficiently  ill  to  be  assigned 
to  a general  hospital,  a few  days  at  a time  in  the 
regimental  hospital  comprising  the  sum  of  his 
absence  from  the  post  of  duty.  He  veteranized 
and  returned  to  the  ranks,  and  served,  altogether, 
about  four  years,  receiving  the  commendation 
of  his  superior  officers. 

When  the  clouds  of  war  were  rolling-  away 
William  Stewart  resumed  his  former  labors  in 
Iowa,  and  also  ran  a threshing  machine  during 
the  season.  In  1869  he  went  to  Butler  county, 
Kans.,  where  he  pre-empted  a homestead  and 
proceeded  to  improve  the  property.  It  was  not 
until  the  spring  of  18S9  that  he  came  to  Okla- 
homa, and  at  that  time  he  located  his  present 
farm  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  11, 
township  15,  range  3 west.  For  a period  he 
resided  in  a tent,  and  later  a box-house  served 
as  a shelter  for  two  years,  this  being  superseded 
by  the  substantial  log  house  of  the  present.  Many 
good  improvements  have  been  instituted  by  the 
owner  of  the  place,  which  now  is  accounted  a 
valuable  tract  of  land. 

In  Butler  county  Mr.  Stewart  was  married 
July  3,  i872,-to  Harriet  E.  Reed,  a native  of 
Noble  county,  Ind.,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  CSkidgel)  Reed,  who  located  in  Kansas  in 
1870.  The  eldest-born  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart 
is  A I rs.  Jeannette  Aaron,  who  is  the  mother  of 
three  children.  She  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Zoe 
Bennett,  who  has  two  children,  are  residents  of 
Sedgwick  county,  Kans.  Airs.  Jennie  Crosley, 
whose  home  is  in  Seward,  has  one  child.  Ida 
and  Walter  Scott  are  yet  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

In  1864  Mr.  Stewart  voted  for  Lincoln,  and 
in  1868  cast  his  ballot  for  Seymour,  and  for  Peter 
Cooper.  Later,  when  a candidate,  he  voted  for 
Butler,  and  of  late  years  has  been  identified  with 
the  Populists.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of 
William  Watts  Post  No.  40,  G.  A.  R..  of  Seward, 
and  has  occupied  several  offices  in  the  same.  He 
was  appointed  township  clerk  in  1890  and  served 
in  that  capacity  acceptably. 


REV.  DeWITT  M.  PIERCE  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  first  minister  ordained 
in  the  Oklahoma  Territorial  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  ceremony 
having  been  performed  in  Oklahoma  City  in  1893 
by  Bishop  Goodsell.  He  has  experienced  many 
of  the  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life,  and  for 
more  than  a score  of  years  has  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  the  great  work  of  organizing  Sundav- 
schools. 


The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were 
from  Scotland,  and  at  an  early  period  settled  in 
Providence  Island,  R.  I.  They  took  part  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Pierce,  Samuel  Pierce  by  name,  served  in 
the  war  of  1812.  He,  too,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence Island,  and  thence ' went  to  New  York 
state,  where  he  was  a pioneer.  His  son  Stephen, 
the  next  in  the  line  of  descent,  was  born  in  the 
Empire  state  in  1807,  and  attained  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  In  1835  he  located  in  the 
wilds  of  Indiana,  and  was  identified  with  its  de- 
velopment until  his  death.  His  wife,  Permelia 
B.,  daughter  of  Peter  Olds,  was  born  near  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  and)  like  him,  was  of  Scotch  extrac- 
tion. ■ She  was  summoned  to  the  home  beyond 
in  1889,  when  in  her  seventy-seventh  year.  Of 
her  four  children,  DeWitt  is  the  oldest;  Oril  M. 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Schofield,  and  resides  in 
Hammond,  Ind.;  Amos  J.  and  Amasa  J.  are 
twins.  The  former  resides  near  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  the  latter  in  Ottertail  county,  Minn. 

The  birth  of  Rev.  DeWitt  M.  Pierce  occurred 
in  LaGrange  county,  Ind.,  in  1843.  He  was 
reared  as  a farmer  and  continued  to  cultivate  the 
soil  of  his  native  county  until  1880,  raising  excel- 
lent crops  on  his  one-hundred-acre  homestead, 
and  giving  much  attention  to  the  business  of 
raising  fruit.  Twenty  years  ago  he  located  in 
Wilson  county,  Kans.,  and  for  two  years  served 
as  assistant  pastor  in  the  Altona  circuit.  Thence, 
going  to  Kingman  county,  same  state,  he  was 
occupied  for  a similar  period  in  organizing  Sun- 
day-schools, and  for  a period  was  pastor  of 
churches  in  the  Kingman  circuit,  and  labored  as 
an  evangelist  throughout  that  section  of  the 
country.  His  initial  work  as  a minister  of  the 
gospel  had  been  in  Noble  county,  Ind.,  where  he 
aided  in  revival  services  and  for  some  time  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  of  a United  Brethren’  church. 
Thus,  altogether,  he  has  been  engaged  in  his 
grand  endeavors  to  uplift  humanity  for  fullv  a 
quarter  of  a century. 

In  1890  Mr.  Pierce  came  to  Oklahoma  and 
purchased  school  land  on  section  36,  Banner 
township.  Kingfisher  county.  That  winter  he 
remained  here,  and  in  March  returned  to  his 
former  abode  for  his  family.  He  built  a good 
sod-house,  16x24  feet  in  dimensions,  and  began 
making  many  improvements  upon  his  place.  He 
now  has  an  orchard  and  vineyard,  which  covers 
fifteen  acres,  and  here  a great  quantitv  of  fruits 
is  raised  every  season.  In  the  vineyard  there  are 
over  a thousand  vines,  and  nearly  everv  varietv 
of  fruit  (save  apples)  can  be  found  in  the  orchard. 
A fine  system  of  irrigation,  devised  by  the  enter- 
prising owner,  adds  to  the  productiveness  of  the 
farm.  For  six  weeks  or  more  everv  vear  the 
blackberry  bushes  yield  fullv  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  quarts. a day,  and  a good  revenue  is 


' 

■ 

. 


6 12 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


obtained  from  this  source.  He  is  an  authority 
on  the  subject  of  fruit  culture,  and  was  one  of 
those  who  organized  the  Horticultural  Society  of 
Kingfisher  county,  and  for  several  .years  was 
present  at  all  of  its  deliberations. 

Giving  educational  affairs  his  due  share  of  at- 
tention, Air.  Pierce  has  served  as  a member  of 
the  local  school  board,  and  was  chairman  and 
now  is  treasurer  of  the  board  of  directors.  The 
first  pastor  in  this  circuit,  he  was  a great  power 
for  good  here  in  the  formative  days  of  its  civili- 
zation, and  has  supplied  pulpits  in  the  Downs 
and  Columbia  circuits  also.  In  his  joys  and  sor- 
rows he  has  found  a true  helpmate  in  his  devoted 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Christine  Bassler 
and  whose  birthplace  was  in  Germany.  Of  the 
eleven  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  ten 
survive,  and  loyally  have  they  shared  the  bur- 
dens and  labors  which  have  devolved  upon  their 
parents. 

In  his  early  manhood  Air.  Pierce  gave  four 
years,  five  months  and  fourteen  days  absolutely 
to  his  country.  At  the  first  call  for  soldiers  in 
the  three  years’  service  he  responded  and  be- 
came a member  of  Company  A,  Twenty-first 
Indiana  Infantry.  For  the  first  six  months  he 
served  on  garrison  duty  in  Baltimore,  Aid.,  and 
then  went  to  New  Orleans  under  the  leadership 
of  General  Butler.  He  took  part  in  the  Red 
River  expedition'  and  in  the  siege  of  Port  Hud- 
son, La.,  and  was  under  the  command  of  General 
Steele  in  Arkansas.  In  the  general  hospital  at 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Air.  Pierce  was  placed  on 
detached  service,  acting  as  quartermaster’s  ser- 
geant of  the  institution.  At  the  end  of  two  and 
a half  years’  of  infantry  life  his  regiment  was 
changed  into  a heavy  artillery  one,  using  some 
guns  which  had  been  captured  by  theirbrave  men 
while  in  action.  After  peace  had  been  declared 
he  was  retained  in  the  army  and  was  kept  in  the 
gulf  garrisons  in  Alississippi.  On  the  loth  of 
January,  1866,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Baton  Rouge. 


ILSON  E.  WORDEN.  Prominent  among 
those  who  have  contributed  by  their  en- 
terprise and  ability  to  the  growth  of 
Waukomis,  may  be  mentioned  with  the  universal 
sanction  of  the  community  the  name  of  Wilson 
E.  Worden.  That  he  has  appreciated  the  pos- 
sibilities of  life  in  the  newly  opened  territorv, 
and  has  seen  and  taken  advantage  of  opportu- 
nities not  apparent  to  the  casual  observer, 
utilizing’  them  to  his  own  and  the  general  advan- 
tage. is  in  a measure  responsible  for  his  influ- 
ential and  substantial  standing  in  the  town  of  his 
adoption.  At  the  opening  of  the  Cherokee  strip 
in  1893.  Air.  Worden  was  one  of  the  vast  num- 
ber who  sought  to  find  in  the  undeveloped  re- 


sources a panacea  for  disappointing  losses,  fur, 
while  formerly  conducting  large  and  varied  busi- 
ness interests  in  Texas  and  Virginia,  he  found 
himself,  like  the  great  majority,  waiting  to  re- 
habilitate his  material  welfare. 

Of  Puritan  maternal  and  paternal  stock,  Air. 
Worden  was  born  in  Angelica,  western  New 
York,  in  1861.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
a native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  later  life  re- 
moved to  New  York,  where,  long  before  the 
railroad  was  built  there,  he  cast  his  lot  with  the 
very  early  settlers  of.  Allegany  county.  In  the 
main,  his  useful  life  was  devoted  to  general 
farming,  although  he  derived  a substantial  in- 
come from  running  a tannery  and  other  impor- 
tant enterprises.  Pie  died  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  The  father  of  W.  E.  Worden  was  a 
prominent  business  man  in  Angelica,  N.  Y.,  but 
lie  was  also  interested  in  a farm  of  which  he 
was  the  owner  and  manager.  Upon  this  farm 
he  built  and  successfully  ran  a cheese  factory, 
and  conducted  a large  dairy  business.  He  was 
an  unassuming  man,  who  never  aspired  to  pub- 
lic notice,  although,  as  a prominent  and  valued 
adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  served  as 
delegate  to  various  conventions  and  other  un- 
dertakings of  his  party.  In  the  community  in 
which  he  lived  he  was  esteemed  for  his  integrity 
and  devotion  to  duty,  and  was  ever  mindful  of 
the  interests  of  those  around  him.  His  wife, 
Susan  (Barber)  Worden,  was  born  in  New  York 
and  was  a descendant  of  an  old  Rhode  Island 
family.  To  this  couple  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: Irving  E.,  cashier  of  the  Exchange  Na- 
tional Bank,  at  Oleon,  N.  Y. ; Wilson  E.;  and 
Ethel,  wife  of  A.  A.  Crowell,  the  present  mayor 
of  Waukomis. 

Air.  Worden  spent  his  youthful  days  at  An- 
gelica, N.  Y.,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  place  and  at  the  academy 
at  Friendship,  N.  Y.  He  also  studied  law  while 
living  in  New  York.  LTpon  attaining  his  nine- 
teenth year  his  independent  and  ambitious  nature 
asserted  itself,  and  he  went  west,  settling"  first 
in  the  newly  opened  Dakota  territory,  where  for 
a time  he  engaged  in  the  implement  business  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  territory.  He  was  later 
admitted  to  the  North  Dakota  bar,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Democratic  convention  held 
there.  He  later  lived  in  Fargo,  subsequently 
going  to  Duluth,  Alinn.,  in  1889.  where  he  was 
interested  in  the  brokerage  of  real  estate  and 
mining  stocks.  He  was  a member  of  the  stock- 
exchange,  operating  on  the  floor  for  about  a 
vear.  In  1892  he  went  to  West  Virginia,  and 
formed  a partnership  with  W.  T.  Thompson, 
state  treasurer,  and  R.  T.  Herndon,  assistant 
state  treasurer.  The  firm,  operating  under  the 
firm  name  of  Herndon,  Worden  N Co.,  dealt  in 
Texas  and  Indian  Territory  property,  and  ran 
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a special  car  from  West  Virginia  to  Velasco, 
taking’  state  officials  anti  others  connected  with 
the  enterprise.  • Although  beginning  with  bright 
prospects,  the  firm  suffered  an  ignominious  col- 
lapse in  1893,  the  different  members  being 
obliged  to  look  around  for  other  means  of  live- 
lihood. 

Mr.  Worden  secured  an  excellent  claim  in  the 
Cherokee  strip,  and  located  on  section  18,  town- 
ship 19,  range  6,  Garfield  county,  which  he  has 
utilized  to  thebestpossibleadvantage.  When  first 
settling  in  Waukomis,  he  had  the  forethought 
to  buy  up  a great  deal  of  land,  which  lias  con- 
stantly increased  in  value,  and  since,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Waukomis  Town  Company,  he  has 
been  extensively  engaged  in  real-estate,  and  the 
handling  of  loans  and  fire-insurance. 

Fraternally,  Air.  Worden  is  associated  with 
the  Enid  Masonic  Lodge,  as  a Master  Mason, 
and  with  the  Chapter  in  Lisbon,  N.  D.;  also 
with  Mystic  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  identified 
to  a large  extent  with  the  social  life  of  the  town, 
and  is  at  present  the  president  of  the  Waukomis 
Citizens  Club. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  excellent  work 
accomplished  by  Mr.  Worden  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Waukomis.  He  has  been  identi- 
fied with  all  of  the  enterprises  for  its  upbuilding, 
and  has  ever  lent  a ready  hand  and  purse  when 
the  needs  of  individuals  or  the  community  were 
at  stake.  As  a social  factor  he  is  pre-eminent, 
and  his  Hamiltonian  bays  and  natty  trap  are 
conspicuous  on  the  streets  of  the  town.  Though 
practically  a young  man,  he  has  attained  to  an 
enviable  prominence,  and  his  high  principles  and 
genial  personality  have  won  him  a host  of  friends 

Mr.  Worden  has  recently  organized  the  West- 
ern State  Bank  of  Waukomis,  of  which  Sidney 
F.  Beech,  of  Chicago,  is  president;  Wilson  F. 
Worden,  cashier,  and  Milton  O.  Garrett,  assist- 
ant cashier.  The  stock  is  entirely  owned  by  the 
above  officers,  who  are  also  the  directors. 


AB.  CARROLL,  JR.  From  a compara- 
tively small  beginning,  Mr.  Carroll  has 
kept  pace  with  the  increase  in  population 
and  consequent  demand,  and  has  now  the  larg- 
est mercantile  establishment  in  Pottawatomie 
county,  and  one  of  the  largest  in  the  territory. 
Tt  is  doubtful  if  the  country  contains  a man 
more  enthusiastically  interested  in  business  and 
general  enterprise,  and  the  town  of  Shawnee  has 
fortunately  profited  by  his  push,  and  rewarded 
his  efforts  with  substantial  appreciation.  As 
in  the  large  department  stores  in  the  outlying 
states,  one  may  purchase  under  one  large 
roof  all  of  the  articles  in  general  de- 
mand bv  the  shopper,  and  the  depart- 
ments of  furs,  notions,  cutlery,  carpets,  dress- 
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making  and  millinery  are  each  complete  in  their 
respective  lines  of  goods,  and  of  such  uniform!', 
excellent  selection,  and  with  due  regard  fur 
the  multiplicity  of  tastes  to  be  satisfied,  that  the 
general  and  far-reaching  patronage  accorded  the 
establishment  would  seem  but  a natural  con- 
sequence. The  shoe  department  is  the  largest 
in  the  territory,  and  contains  ten  thousand  pairs 
of  shoes.  The  infant  store  erected  in  1898,  and 
which  was  25x75  feet  in  dimensions,  is  almost 
lost  to  memory  in  its  capacious  and  more  preten- 
tious successor,  which  is  60x100.  The  internal 
architectural  effect  is  perceptibly  heightened  by 
a gallery,  which  runs  around  the  whole  build- 
ing. 

The  Carroll  ancestors  were  conspicuously 
identified  with  some  of  the  most  important  oc- 
currences in  the  early  history  of  the  country, 
and  were,  with  few  exceptions,  men  of  pro- 
nounced and  forcible  characteristics.  The  first 
of  the  family  to  be  represented  in  America  was 
one  Charles  F.  Carroll,  to  whom  the  continental 
congress  granted  a part  of  the  land  on  which 
Philadelphia  now  stands.  He  was  the  last  sur- 
vivor of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence, and  was  own  brother  of  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  A.  B.  Carroll.  The  grand- 
father, Lewis  Carroll,  was  born  in  Carroll 
county,  Md.,  and  in  later  life  removed  to  North 
Carolina,  where  he  became  a man  of  extended 
influence,  both  as  a citizen  and  as  a large  planter 
and  land  owner.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
served  his  country  with  courage  and  distinction, 
and  is  affectionately  remembered  for  his  many 
sterling  traits  of  mind,  character  and  attainment. 
His  son,  A.  B.  Carroll,  was  born  at  Six  Runs, 
X.  C.,  and  his  early  occupation  was  that  of  a 
planter.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  and  was  a dealer  in  cotton  and 
turpentine  in  his  native  state.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  served  in  the  Confederate  navy,  which 
he  entered  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  was 
located  on  the  old  receiving  ship,  Indian  Chief, 
at  Charleston.  He  later  became  an  officer  in  the 
navy,’  in  recognition  of  superior  services.  When 
peace  was  declared,  he  returned  to  his  former 
occupation  in  North  Carolina.  In  1891  he 
changed  his  place  of  residence  to  Texas,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  near  Waco. 
In  1896  he  located  near  Enid,  Okla.,  on  a farm, 
to  which  he  has  since  added  another  claim,  and 
here  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  His  wife,  formerly  Mar- 
tha M.  Borden,  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  was 
born  at  Six  Runs,  N.  C.  Her  father,  John,  was 
a large  planter  in  North  Carolina,  where  he 
eventually  died.  Her  mother  is  still  living,  and 
has  had  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living. 
Fight  of  A.  B.  Carroll’s  immediate  family  are 
in  ( )klahoma. 
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The  early  life  of  A.  B.  Carroll  was  passed  at 
Clinton,  N.  C.,  where  he  was  born  January  i, 
1868.  He  was  educated  at  the  Newbern  public 
schools  and  at  the  Bingham  Military  Academy, 
from  wlnc-h  he  was  graduated.  His  first  inde- 
pendent venture  was  as  a clerk  in  the  wholesale 
dry-goods  house  of  the  H.  B.  Duffy  Company, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1892,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Dallas,  Tex.  He  there  engaged  as  a 
traveling  salesman  for  R.  G.  Dun,  his  territory 
covering  the  whole  of  the  state.  In  view  of 
superior  inducements,  after  a while  he  resigned 
his  position,  to  assume  charge  of  the  dress-goods 
department  of  M.  Arron  & Co.,  at  McKin- 
ney, Tex.,  where  he  remained  from  September  of 
1893,  until  1898,  at  which  time  he  located  per- 
manently in  Shawnee. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Carroll  and  Jessie  Comp- 
ton occurred  in  Allen,  Tex.  Airs.  Carroll  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  and  is  a daughter  of  Dr.  H. 
H.  Compton,  an  old  and  respected  physician  of 
Allen.  She  is  a graduate  of  the  Nashville  Fe- 
male Seminary,  and  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Alma.  As  a Mason.  Mr.  Carroll  is  associated 
with  the  lodge  at  McKinney,  Tex.,  and  with  the 
Haggai  Chapter  of  the  same  place,  and  also  with 
the  Council.  In  North  Carolina  he  belonged  to 
Eureka  Lodge  No.  7.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  Newbern, 
and  is  now  a member  of  the  lodge  in  Texas.  In 
the  religious  world  he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Shawnee  Club.  In  national  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. 


ENRY  APPLEGATE.  This  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war  resides  in  Moore,  and 
has  been  actively  associated  with  its  welfare 
for  the  past  decade.  In  his  career  he  has  had 
many  adverse  circumstances  to  contend  with, 
and  yet  has  conquered  each  obstacle,  if  of  the 
kind  that  can  be  overcome,  bearing  the  rest  with 
fortitude  worthy  of  emulation.  All  credit  is  due 
him  for  the  part  which  lie  played  in  the  years  of 
our  country's  peril,  when,  leaving  his  young 
wife  and  home  and  all  of  his  business  interests, 
he  went  to  fight  for  the  land  of  his  love,  giving 
almost  five  of  the  best  years  of  his  early  man- 
hood to  the  holy  cause. 

In  following  the  history  of  Henry  Applegate, 
it  is  learned  that  he  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Nancy 
(Hancock)  Applegate.  His  mother  died  in  In- 
diana when  he  was  two  and  a half  vears  old 
leaving  a little  one,  now  Henderson  Applegate, 
of  Grand  Island,  Neb.  The  father  married  again, 
and  took  his  two  boys  to  Lucas  county,  Iowa, 
in  1852,  where  he  bought  and  entered  some  land, 
and  became  a pioneer  farmer  of  that  region. 
Henrv  Applegate  was  born  in  Owen  countv, 
Ind.,  October  16,  1840,  and  in  his  bovhood  had 


but  limited  educational  advantages.  At  four- 
teen he  commenced  working  in  earnest,  and 
during  the  winters  attended  school.  Possess- 
ing a voice  of  more  than  the  ordinary  kind,  he 
cultivated  it  after  he  had  grown  to  manhood,  and 
for  some  time  taught  vocal  music. 

February  12,  i860,  Henry  Applegate  and  Miss 
Mary  J.  Chapman,  of  Wayne  county,  Iowa,  were 
united  in  marriage.  She  is  a native  of  Putnam 
county,  Ind.,  and  a daughter  of  Isaac  M.  and 
Catherine  B.  (Pennebaker)  Chapman,  who  re- 
moved to  Iowa  when  she  was  eighteen  months 
old,  and  there  she  was  reared  to  womanhood. 

In  August,  1861,  Mr.  Applegate  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  Eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  first 
under  fire  at  Warsaw,  Mo.  Altogether,  he  par- 
ticipated in  nineteen  of  the  important  battles  of 
the  war,  including  Pittsburg  Landing,  Vicks- 
burg campaign,  Spanish  Fort  and  Fort  Blake- 
ley. The  exposure  to  all  kinds  of  weather 
brought  on  rheumatism  and  other  illnesses,  and 
for  a short  time  he  was  in  the  hospital  at  Ham- 
burg, and  again  in  one  near  Vicksburg.  When 
campaigning  in  the  neighborhood  of  Memphis, 
he  was  captured  by  Forrest’s  Cavalry,  and  was 
sent  to  Cahaba,  Ala.,  there  kept  a prisoner  for 
six  weeks.  Though  his  clothing  often  was 
pierced  by  bullets  and  his  escapes  were  innu- 
merable, he  served  throughout  the  war  without 
being  wounded.  On  account  of  poor  health,  he 
was  on  detached  duty  for  some  time,  serving  as 
a clerk  in  the  Freedman's  Bureau  at  Montgom- 
ery, Ala.,  and  also  was  in  the  government  em- 
ploy as  a detective,  in  the  interests  of  the  same 
bureau.  He  was  not  discharged  from  the  service 
until  April  19,  1866,  about  a year  after  the  war 
had  closed. 

Returning  to  Iowa,  Mr.  Applegate  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Wayne 
county,  and  proceeded  to  develop  the  tract, 
which  was  in  a wild  condition.  In  1871  he  went 
to  Saline  county,  Neb.,  where  he  took  up  a 
homestead,  and  continued  to  cultivate  the  place 
until  he  came  to  Oklahoma,  in  December,  1891. 
Building  a hotel  in  Moore,  he  named  it  the  Iowa 
Hotel,  in  honor  of  his  boyhood’s  home  state. 
He  still  owns  the  building,  and  for  several  vears 
conducted  the  hotel,  which  has  long  been  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  in  this  county. 

In  everything  tending  toward  the  advance- 
ment of  his  community’s  interests-,  Mr.  Apple- 
gate  has  been  an  active  worker.  Popular  in 
the  Republican  party,  he  has  twice  been  a nom- 
inee for  the  legislature.  The  first  time,  when 
the  election  returns  showed  that  he  lacked  but 
nine  votes  of  victory,  he  had  been  laboring  under 
a disadvantage,  as,  on  account  of  illness  in  his 
family,  he  had  been  unable  to  canvass  or  aid  his 
own  cause  in  any  manner.  In  1894,  when  he  was 
known  to  comparatively  few  of  the  voters  of 
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this  congressional  district,  his  opponent  was 
elected  by  seven  votes  majority.  For  six  years 
lie  was  the  commander  of  Moore  Post  No.  17, 
( i.  A.  R.,  and  now  is  acting  as  its  chaplain.  Since 
his  seventeenth  year  he  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  ever 
since  leaving  the  army  has  been  a great  worker 
in  the  Sunday-school.  He  has  been  associated 
with  the  Mission  Board,  and  has  organized  many 
schools.  For  years  he  was  superintendent  of 
Sunday-schools  and  has  long  been  township 
president  of  the  work  engaged  in  here.  Be- 
sides, he  is  moderator  in  the  Baptist  Association 
and  has  acted  in  this  capacity  for  several  years-. 

Though  they  have  no  children  of  their  own, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Applegate  have  been  loving  par- 
ents to  seven  little  ones,  two  of  whom  they  regu- 
larlv  adopted.  Little  Frankie  Moser  Appiegate 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  seven  months. 
Mattie  B.  Applegate  became  the  wife  of  Kenneth 
McLennan,  of  Moore  township,  and  has  five 
children,  as  follows:  Bessie,  Angus  A.,  LI.  Rus- 
sell, Gladys  and  Ersa  A. 


T AMES  B.  CULLISON,  registrar  of  .the 
J United  States  land  office  at  Enid,  was  born 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry  county,  Iowa,  Sep- 
tember 21,  1S58,  and  is  a member  of  an  old  Vir- 
ginian family  that  came  to  this  country  from 
England.  His  father,  Elisha,  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky, removed  to  Indiana  in  early  manhood, 
and  soon  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Iowa, 
which  was  still  a territory.  Settling  on  new. 
and  raw  land,  at  New  London,  south  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  he  began  the  improvement  of  a farm. 
His  nearest  market  was  Burlington,  to  which 
point  he  hauled  his  produce  by  wagon.  At  the 
beginning'  of  the  Civil  war  he  settled  in  Kirks- 
ville, Mo.,  where  he  engaged  in  raising  and 
selling  stock,  also  in  merchandising.  Until  the 
war  he  had  supported  Democratic  principles,  but 
he  then  became  a Union  supporter  and  an  ad- 
vocate of  Lincoln’s  policy.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1865,  he  was  fifty-two  years  of  age. 
His  wife,  who  was  Matilda  McKay,  a native  of 
Indiana,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  died  five 
years  after  his  death.  They  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  now  living,  viz.:  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Scott,  who  is  living  near  Kirksville,  Mo.:  W.  R., 
now  of  Quincy,  111.,  and  who  was  a commis- 
sioned officer  in  the  Twenty-first  Illinois  Infan- 
try during  the  Civil  war:  G.  W.,  a prominent 
attorney  in  Harlan,  Iowa;  E.  D.,  of  Clarinda, 
Iowa,  who  was  formerly  warden  of  the  Iowa 
state  insane  asylum;  and  J.  B.  The  last-named 
.was  reared  on  a farm  near  Kirksville,  Mo.,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  near  his  home. 

Returning  to  Iowa  in  1874.  Mr.  Cullison  at- 
tended the  Bloomfield  Normal  School  in  Davis 


county  for  two  years,  and,  during  vacations, 
taught  school  in  order  to  earn  the  money  neces- 
sary for  his  school  expenses.  After  leaving  the 
normal;  he  taught  for  two  winters  in  Wayne 
county,  Iowa.  In  1880  he  was  elected  principal 
of  the  high  school  at  Unionville,  Iowa,  which 
position  he  filled  for  two  years.  Afterward  he 
spent  a year  in  the  Kirksville  State  Normal. 
From  the  age  of  nineteen  he  had  been  a student 
of  law  under  his  brother,  and  his  teaching  had 
been  preparatory  to  the  work  of  attorney,  which 
profession  he  hoped  to  enter.  However,  lack 
of  means  forced  him  to  relinquish  his  studies 
temporarily,  but  no  discouragement  changed  his 
plans  as  to  his  ultimate  intentions. 

After  one  year  at  the  head  of  a private  normal 
school  .in  Green  City,  Mo.,  Mr.  Cullison  was 
made  superintendent  of  schools  in  Ononwa. 
Iowa,  and  at  the  close  of  his  first  term  in  that 
place  he  accepted  a position  as  secretary  of  the 
Muscatine  Life  and  Endowment  Association. 
Going  to  Muscatine,  he  opened  the  books  and 
business  of  the  company,  and  started  the  work 
upon  a sound  basis,  but  failing  health  prevented 
him  from  continuing  in  the  position.  In  the 
spring  of  1884  he  settled  in  Pratt  county,  Ivans., 
where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
government  land  and  laid  out  the  village  of  Cul- 
lison, on  the  Wichita  & Western  Railroad.  For 
a short  time  afterward  he  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  there,  but  in  the  fall  of  1885  he 
sold  his  property  and  removed  to  Hugoton, 
Stevens  county,  Ivans.,  which  town  had  been 
laid  out  and  was  owned  by  the  McPherson  Land 
Company.  Having'  been  admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  there  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  Under 
Governor  Humphrey,  he  was  appointed  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  was  also  appointed  the  first 
deputy  superintendent  of  public  instruction  for 
Stevens  county,  which  at  the  time  was  attached 
to  Finney  county.  He  took  a very  active  part 
in  the  organization  of  Stevens  county,  and  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  district  court,  which  position 
he  filled  for  two  years. 

During  July,  1893,  Mr.  Cullison  went  to  King- 
fisher. but  as  soon  as  Garfield  county  was  open 
to  settlement  he  made  the  race  and  secured  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  six  miles  due  east  of 
Enid.  The  improvement  of  this  tract  took  his 
attention  and  care  for  some  time,  but  meantime 
he  also  became  interested  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  Enid.  His  law  office  was  in  a small  frame 
building,  which  was  the  first  frame  structure  in 
Enid,  and  was  erected  on  the  public  square. 
From  September  18,  1893.  he  engaged  in  law 
practice.  November  5-  1897,  he  received  from 
President  McKinley  an  appointment  as  registrar 
of  the  United  States  land  office  at  Enid,  which 
position  he  has  sintre  held.  Meantime  he  has 
also  had  important  real-estate  interests.  From 
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his  tract  of  eighty  acres  adjoining  the  city 
on  the  north  he  laid  out  into  Cullison's 
first  addition  to  Enid,  the  same  being  twenty 
acres  in  extent.  In  the  summer  of  1900 
he  laid  out  Cullison’s  second  addition.  Politic- 
ally, he  has  always  been  a Republican  and  is 
now  territorial  committeeman  for  Garfield 
county.  He  is  connected  with  the  Commercial 
Club  and  the  Territorial  Bar  Association.  As 
registrar,  his  district  embraces  Garfield  and 
Grant  counties.  While  the  district  is  small,  it 
has  the  largest  money  business  of  any  land  office 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  large  success  is 
due  mainly  to  the  efficient  oversight  of  the 
genial  registrar. 

While  at  Unionville,  Iowa,  Air.  Cullison  was 
made  a Mason,  and  he  is  now  a member  of  the 
blue  lodge  and  chapter  at  Enid.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers, _ and  is  now  a trustee  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  Temple  Association,  which  is  building 
the  new  Masonic  Temple.  An  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  is  a trustee 
in  the  same,  and  a member  of  its  building  com- 
mittee. He  is  interested  in  educational  matters 
and  served  efficiently  for  one  term  as  a member 
of  the  school  board. 

During  his  residence  in  Iowa,  Mr.  Cullison 
married  Miss  Mary  Sharp,  who  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  that  state.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Senator  A.  W.  Sharp,  of  Iowa,  who 
was  a soldier  in  an  Iowa  regiment  during  the 
Civil  war  and  afterward  became  a prominent 
farmer  and  statesman,  but  is  now  deceased. 
Judge  (for  by  this  title  he  is  best  known)  and 
Mrs.  Cullison  are  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namelv:  James  B.,  Tr.,  who  is  a student  of  the 
W entworth  Military  School  of  Lexington,  Mo. ; 
June,  Irene,  May,  Douglas  and  Janie.  Mav  was 
born  in  October,  1893,  and  has  the  distinction, 
of  being  the  first  child,  now  living,  who  was 
born  in  Garfield  county,  after  the  opening  of  the 
same  to  settlement. 


JII.  WOODS.  O ccupying  a foremost  place 
in  the  ranks  of  the  legal  profession  in  Okla- 
homa, J.  II.  Woods,  of  Shawnee,  is  deserv- 
ing of  special  mention.  He  is  a native  of  Liver- 
pool, England,  his  birth  having  taken  place  April 
11,  1851.  His  father,  William  Wood,  born  in 
Yorkshire,  came  of  an  old  and  highlv  honored 
family  of  that  section  of  England,  and  the 
mother,  whose  name  in  girlhood  was  Man- 
Spencer,  was  a native  of  Liverpool.  The  father, 
a builder  and  contractor  of  ability,  pursued  that 
line  of  business  in  the  city  mentioned  until  1853, 
when  he  crossed  the  ocean  and  established  a 
home  in  Toronto.  For  several  years  he  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  building  of  portions  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  in  Canada,  taking  and 


executing  contracts  for  the  same.  In  1S5S  he 
removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  afterwards  settling 
in  Linn  county,  same  state,  continuing  his  usual 
vocation.  At  length  he  went  to  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lime, 
also  quarrying  stone,  and  subsequently  carried 
on  the  same  business  near  Omaha,  Neb.  His 
last  years  were  quietly  passed  upon  a farm  sit- 
uated five  miles  from  Nauvoo,  111.  In  1868  he 
was  summoned  to  the  silent  land,  and  twenty- 
two  years  later  his  widow  passed  away,  in  Colo- 
rado. Two  of  their  nine  children  are  deceased. 
William,  the  eldest  son,  enlisted  in  the  One 
Htmdred  and  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry  in 
1864,  and  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 
His  home  now  is  in  Oregon. 

J.  H.  Woods  was  reared  in  Iowa,  Nebraska 
and  Illinois,  remaining  in  the  state  last  named 
from  1864  to  1873.  Having  gained  a liberal 
education,  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Walter  Simons,  of  Osage  Mission  (now 
Judge  Simons,  of  Fort  Scott,  Katis.),  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1875.  As  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Cox  & Woods,  and  later  alone,  he 
practiced  law  at  Osage  Mission  until  Oklahoma 
was  opened.  From  April  22,  1889,  to  Septem- 
ber, 1891,  he  carried  on  a general  practice,  at 
the  latter  date  being  appointed  by  Governor 
Steele  as  county  attorney  of  Pottawatomie 
county.  That  office  he  resigned  in  August,  1892, 
and  was  elected  as  county  attorney  of  Oklahoma 
county,  being  the  only  one  on  the  Republican 
ticket  who  was  elected  there  that  year,  and  the 
first  one  holding  that  position  for  the  regular 
two-year  term.  As  might  be  expected,  his  la- 
bors in  that  new  country  were  extremely  ardu- 
ous, and  it  is  a notable  fact  that  Milligan,  whom 
he  prosecuted,  and  who  was  hanged  as  a mur- 
derer, is  the  only  man  who  has  paid  the  extreme 
penalty  under  the  law  of  Oklahoma.  His  case 
was  carried  to  the  supreme  court,  where  the 
verdict  was  sustained.  For  about  two  years 
subsequent  to  the  expiration  of  his  term,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1S95,  Mr.  \\  oods  was  identified  with  the 
Oklahoma  City  bar,  steadily  rising  to  greater 
distinction.  Since  1897  he  has  lived  in  Shaw- 
nee, where  he  has  built  up  a large  and  remunera- 
tive practice,  being  the  attorney  for  the  National 
Bank,  for  the  Oil  Mill  & Compress  Com- 
pany, and  other  local  firms. 

Politically,  Mr.  Woods  is  a Republican.  As 
a member  of  the  Shawnee  Club  and  in  mam 
other  practical  ways  he  has  been  striving  to 
promote  local  interests.  While  in  Oklahoma 
City  he  was  initiated  into  Masonry,  and  held 
membership  in  Lodge  No.  3,  A.  F.  & A.  M..  of 
that  place.  There  lie  was  associated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  En- 
campment, also. 

In  Osage  Mission,  Ivans.,  Mr.  Woods  mar- 
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ried  Miss  Athie  Rockwell,  who  was  born  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  and  departed  this  life  in  Oklahoma 
City  in  1890.  Rupert,  the  only  son  of  this  union, 
now  living  in  Shawnee,  was  a volunteer  soldier 
of  the  Spanish-Amcrican  war,  serving  in  the 
Third  Missouri  Engineers  until  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  his  experiences  including  work 
in  Cuba.  Airs.  Marcia  Jones,  of  Shawnee,  and 
Crystal  Woods,  now  a student  in  the  Agricul- 
tural and  Mechanical  College,  at  Stillwater,  com- 
plete the  family.  In  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  Air. 
Woods  married  Aliss  Ada  Lockhart,  who  was  a 
native  of  Newcastle,  Pa.,  and  in  the  autumn  of 
1897  she  was  summoned  to  the  silent  land. 


CASSIUS  AIARCELLUS  CADE.  The  ca- 
reer of  a self-made  man  possesses  much  of 
inspiration  and  interest  to  the  general  pub- 
lic in  America,  a land  where  individual  worth  is 
the  paramount  standard,  and  in  reviewing  the 
history  of  C.  AI.  Cade,  vice-president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Shawnee,  one  is  impressed 
anew  with  the  genius  and  independence  of  the 
typical  American,  for  this  he  is,  beyond  question. 

On  the  paternal  line,  Air.  Cade  is  of  French 
descent,  his  grandfather,  William  Cade,  having 
been  born  in  Alsace,  whence,  with  two  brothers, 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Virginia.  There  he  became  a wealthy  planter, 
his  home  being  near  the  Natural  Bridge,  and  at 
one  period  he  owned  a large  and  valuable  tract 
of  land  on  the  Kanawha  river,  and  an  interest 
in  Blenerhasset  Island.  At  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  he  passed  to  his  reward.  His  son, 
Samuel,  father  of  C.  AT.  Cade,  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  near  the  Natural  Bridge,  and  in 
his  early  manhood  mastered  the  trades  of  cabi- 
net making  and  building.  Removing  to  Alari- 
etta,  Ohio,  he  pursued  his  calling,  and  later  re- 
sided in  Noble  county,  same  state.  His  home 
subsequently  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Ironton, 
Ohio,  and  now  he  is  living  retired  in  Anthony, 
Kans.  His  beloved  wife.  Emeline,  was  sum- 
moned to  the  silent  land  February  20,  1900.  A 
daughter  of  David  Rowe,  a native  of  Alaryland. 
she  was  born  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  and 
by  her  marriage  was  the  mother  of  five  children, 
one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Afrs.  Alary  Clark  lives 
in  Topeka,  Kans.,  and  Airs.  Ccola  V.  Cade  and' 
W.  S.  Cade,  an  attorney,  are  citizens  of  Anthony, 
Kans.  David  Rowe  married  Aliss  Aliller,  of  a 
good  old  Pennsylvania  family,  and  her  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dodeheiffer. 

Cassius  AI.  Cade  was  born  near  Harriettsville, 
Ohio,  August  4,  1856,  and  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive state.  When  nine  years  old  he  removed 
with  the  family  to  Lawrence  county,  and  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  Lebanon  (Ohio')  Nor- 
mal school.  When  only  sixteen  years  of  age  he 


commenced  teaching,  thus  obtaining  the  means 
for  his  collegiate  course,  and  much  of  the  time 
until  he  was  in  his  twenty-third  year  he  con- 
tinued to  teach  in  the  district  schools. 

The  attractions  of  the  great  west  appealing 
to  his  imagination,  the  young  man  made  a trip 
to  the  Black  Hills  in  the  Centennial  year,  pro- 
ceeding by  teams  from  Fort  Laramie.  Then, 
after  an  interval  spent  at  home,  where,  as  for- 
merly, he  was  a school  teacher,  he  returned  to 
the  west  permanently.  In  1879  he  located  in 
Anthony,  Kans.,  where  he  carried  on  a flourish- 
ing real-estate  business  for  about  four  years, 
having  purchased  considerable  land  in  Harper 
county  at  $10  per  acre,  the  values  rapidlv  rising. 
In  1881  he  went  to  Silverton,  Colo.,  where  he 
engaged  in  mining  for  a year,  after  which  he 
prospected  and  mined  in  the  Navajo  Alountains, 
in  the  canyon  of  the  Colorado  and  throughout 
that  region.  The  warlike  Indians  thereabouts 
rendered  the  task  extremely  hazardous,  and  he 
and  his  fifty  or  more  comrades  not  only  kept 
well  armed,  but  posted  guards  and  exercised 
every  precaution  against  attacks.  The  party 
discovered  valuable  copper  mines,  which  were 
disposed  of  at  a good  price  to  speculators.  After 
thus  spending  some  three  years  in  Arizona,  he 
returned  to  Anthony,  where  he  continued  in  the 
real-estate  business  until  1885,  when  he  went  to 
Coldwater,  Comanche  county,  Kans.  As  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Southern  Kansas 
Town  Company,  he  laid  out  Coldwater,  now  the 
county-seat,  and  was  prospered  in  his  enter- 
prises there.  In  1886  he  again  made  his  head- 
quarters at  Anthony,  and  was  ready  for  the 
opening  of  Oklahoma. 

Going  to  Kingfisher,  April  22,  18S9.  Air.  Cade 
attended  to  some  business  there  until  the  fol- 
lowing year,  when  he  became  the  first  countv 
clerk  and  register  of  deeds  in  Kingfisher  county, 
under  appointment  of  Governor  Steele.  Then 
elected  city  clerk  of  Kingfisher,  he  held  the 
office  until  the  Choctaw  Railroad  was  being 
built,  when  he  resigned,  in  order  to  become  thar 
corporation’s  town-site  manager  at  Shawnee. 
Besides  handling  this  business,  he  also  had 
charge  of  Earlsboro  and  Choctaw  City  until 
1896,  when  the  railroad  installed  him  as  its  com- 
mercial agent.  At  the  end  of  a year's  service  in 
that  capacity,  Air.  Cade  resigned,  his  connection 
with  the  First  National  Bank  of  Shawnee  dating 
from  that  time.  At  its  organization,  October  27. 
1 898,  he  was  made  assistant  cashier  and  a director, 
and  in  the  ensuing  year  was  promoted  to  the 
vice-presidency,  his  present  position.  His  finan- 
cial interest  in  banking  institutions  is  not  lim- 
ited to  this  one,  however,  for  he  also  is  a director 
in  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Iloldenviile,  I.  T.. 
the  Bank  of  Geary,  Okla.,  and  the  Bank  of  Wu- 
tonga,  Okla.  One  of  the  organizers  of  the  Shaw- 
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nee  Oil  Mills,  built  at  a cost  of  over  $50,000,  and 
a successful  enterprise,  he  now  is  a director  and 
vice-president  of  the  company.  Actively  inter- 
ested in  the  founding  of  the  Shawnee  Compress 
Company,  he  served  as  its  treasurer  until  re- 
cently, when  he  sold  out.  He  also  assisted  ma- 
terially in  the  organization  of  the  Shawnee  Ice 
Company,  whose  fine  plant  is  valued  at  $28,000, 
and  in  this  concern  he  is  a stockholder. 

In  brief,  it  may  lie  said  that  Mr.  Cade  directly 
or  indirectly  has  supported  most  of  the  leading 
industries  which  have  been  the  making  of  Shaw- 
nee. Active  in  Masonry,  he  belongs  to  Shawnee 
Lodge  No.  27,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  In  the  local  lodge 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in  the  Shawnee 
Club  he  is  equally  popular,  and  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Republican  party  in  this  territory  he  is  justly 
considered  a leader. 

In  1884  Mr.  Cade  married  Miss  M.  E.  Kitchen, 
who  died  in  Coldwater,  Kans.,  in  1885,  leaving 
an  infant  son  four  weeks  old.  This  son,  Cas- 
sius Marcellus.  Jr.,  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  town  of  Coldwater,  Kans.  A very  prom- 
ising youth,  he  was  educated  in  the  University 
of  Oklahoma  and  in  a private  naval  academy  at 
Annapolis,  Md.  In  February,  1900,  he  was  hon- 
ored by  appointment  as  a cadet  at  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  was 
admitted  there  June  15,  1900.  In  the  town  of 
Enid,  Okla.,  our  subject  married  Miss  Lizzie 
Ilartz,  one  of  the  native  daughters  of  Wisconsin. 
The  family  residence,  at  the  corner  of  Eleventh 
and  Louisa  streets,  was  erected  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Air.  Cade  and  wife. 


HP.  DEXTER.  Shawnee  has  been  fortu- 
nate in  many  respects,  not  the  least  of 
which  in  the  character  of  its  founders, 
men  of  great  energy  and  commercial  ability. 
H.  P>.  Dexter,  a leader  among  them,  has 
had  an  abounding  faith  in  its  future  and  has 
spared  neither  means  nor  effort  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  citizens.  One  of  the  ‘'forty- 
niners"  on  the  Pacific  coast,  he  has  experienced 
the  hardships  incident  to  a frontier  life,  and  is 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
miner,  the  farmer  and  the  general  business  man. 
To-day,  standing  at  the  head  of  many  a prosper- 
ous enterprise,  and  commanding  wealth  which 
vears  of  industrv  have  brought  to  him,  he  still 
recalls  manv  a time  when  poverty  was  his  por- 
tion, and  when  his  fortitude  and  pluck  were  taxed 
to  the  utmost. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  H.  B.  Dexter 
was  a native  of  Germany  and  an  early  settler 
in  Connecticut,  where  he  carried  on  a farm, 
and  during  the  war  of  1812  enlisted  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  land  of  his  adoption.  The  parents  of 
our  subject,  John  and  Minerva  (’Burroughs') 


Dexter,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  New 
Hampshire,  respectively.  The  mother,  who 
died  in  Pennsylvania,  was  a daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Burroughs,  a native  of  New  England,  and 
of  Scotch  descent.  He,  too,  participated  in  the 
second  war  of  this  country  with  England,  and 
lived  and  died  upon  his  farm  in  Newr  Hamp- 
shire. For  several  years  John  Dexter  operated 
a farm  near  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  then,  removing 
to  Warren  county,  Pa.,  devoted  the  remainder  of 
his  life  to  the  cultivation  of  his  homestead  there, 
his  death  taking  place  when  he  was  in  his  sixty- 
fourth  year. 

One  of  eight  children,  H.  B.  Dexter  and  two 
brothers  are  in  the  west.  Oscar  resides  in  the 
western  part  of  Oklahoma,  and  Andrew  lives 
in  the  state  of  Washington.  Both  served  in  a 
Pennsylvania  regiment  during  the  Civil  war. 
The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  February 
28,  1S30.  in  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  whence  he 
went  to  Warren  county,  Pa.,  when  seven  years 
of  age.  Supplementing  his  log-cabin  school- 
house  education  by  a year’s  course  in  Albion 
(Pa.)  College,  the  youth  then  learned  the  trade  of 
a millwright  and  found  employment  at  that  call- 
ing until  1S50,  when  he  formed  the  determina- 
tion to  try  his  fortune  in  the  gold  mines  of 
California.  Proceeding  to  the  far  west  by  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama  route,  he  engaged  in  placer 
mining  on  the  American  river,  later  on  Feather 
river,  and  still  later  on  Yuba  river,  there  doing 
both  placer  and  hydraulic  mining.  During  the 
six  years  of  his  experience  in  the  El  Dorado 
he  met  with  success,  on  the  whole,  and,  return- 
ing to  the  Keystone  state  by  the  Nicaragua 
route,  he  built  sawmills  in  the  oil  region,  and 
became  much  interested  in  the  business  soon  des- 
tined to  reach  enormous  proportions.  Once, 
during  the  Civil  war,  he  was  drafted,  but  upon 
responding  was  rejected. 

In  1865  Mr.  Dexter  came  across  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  after  carrying  on  a mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Belle  I’laine,  Iowa,  for  a period,  became 
a citizen  of  Blair,  Neb.,  making  his  home  there 
while  he  executed  contracts  for  building  quartz 
mills  in  different  parts  of  his  county..  In  1894 
he  came  to  Pottawatomie  county,  and  lived  in 
old  Shawnee  until  the  new  town  was  started. 
Here  he  burned  the  first  brick,  built  the  first 
brick  dwelling  and  the  first  brick  business  house, 
the  well-known  Dexter  Block,  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  L nion,  50x140  feet  in  dimensions. 
Front  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  been  act- 
ively occupied  in  building  residences  and  busi- 
ness blocks,  and  is  bv  far  the  most  extensive 
builder  of  the  place.  Having  laid  out  Dexter’s 
addition  to  Shawnee,  a tract  of  fortv  acres  on 
the  north,  nearly  all  of  the  property  has  been 
sold,  and  another  tract  of  three  hundred  and 
twentv  acres,  also  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
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